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5  THE  .   /  / 

PARLIAMENTARY 

OR 
CONSTITUTIONAL 

Hiftory  of  England; 

From    the    carlieft    Times, 

TO    THE 

Reftoration  of  King  Charles  II. 

COLLECTED 

f^rom  the  Records,  the  Rolls  of  Parliament,  the  Jour* 
KALs  of  both  Houses,  the  public  Libraries,  original  Ma- 
nuscripts, fcarce  Speeches,  and  Tracts  ;  all  compared 
with  the  feveral  Contemporary  Writers,  and  conneded, 
tfarougbout,  with  the  Hiftory  of  the  Times. 

By    SEVERAL     HANDS. 

The  SECOND  EDITION,  la  Twenty-four  Volumes. 

VOL.    L 

ftom  the  Conqucft,  to  the  Depolal  of  King  Rictardlh 

LONDON, 

Printc<f  fot  J.  and  R.  Tonson,  and  A.  Millar,  in  the  Strands  and 
W.Saubby,  mFUif^Strett.    MDCCLXII. 
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To  His  Grace 

T    H    O    M    A    S, 

Lord  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury; 

T  o 
The  Right  Honourable 

P    .H     I     L    I     P, 

LordHARDwicKE,  Lord  High  Chancellor 
of  Great-Britain  ; 

AND  fo 
The  Right  Honourable 

ARTHUR  ONSLOW,  Efq-^ 

Speaker  of  the  Honourable  Houfe  of 
Commons  ; 

iTje  following  Work  is^  with  the  utmoft  Grati-* 
tude^  infcribed  by 

^beir  moft  obliged^ 

And  obedient  humble  Seroants^ 

Jprily  1751. 

The  Compilers* 
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THE 

PREFACE- 

TO    THE 

FIRST    EDITION. 

nr'HE  general  NegleS  of  all  our  Hiflorians^ 
in  regard  to  the  Proceedings  ^Parliament, 
nvbicb  may  be  jufily  Jlyled  the  Ccmftitutional  Hi- 
ftory  of  England,//;^  govt  Rife  to  this  Attempt: 
T^hefe  Writers  are  fo  engaged  in  difplaying  the 
Accounts  of  Battles i  Sieges^  and  other  Jiriking 
TranfaSlions  of  War  Abroad,  that  they  feem 
entirely  to  have  forgot  the  Smews  of  it,  the  rai-^ 
fing  of  Supplies  by  Parliament,  at  Home;  ac-^ 
cording  as  the  different  Exigencies  of  the  State 
required. 

This  great  Omiffion  induced fhoeral  Gentlemen , 
fome  Tears  fncey  to  begin  to  colleS  proper  Mate^ 
rials  for  an  Authentic  Hiflory  of  the  Proceedings 
g/*  Parliament,  from  the  earliefi  Times. 

The  frfi  Step  neceffary  herein,  was  a  diligent 
Examination  of  the  Records,  the  Parliament- 
Rolls,  the  Journals  of  both  Houfes,  and  Public 

a  3  Libraries. 
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vi        PREFACE. 

TJbxzncs.-^T&e  tracing  out  fuch  Particulars  as 
were  to  the  Purpofe  in  the  Firjl,  was  unde^takent 
by  the  late  Mr.  George  Holmes,  Deputy-Keener 
qfthe  Records  in  theTtmtv^  who  generoujly  of- 
fered his  Service  therein.  The  Lords'  Journals, 
the  Parliament-Rolls,  and  RymerV  Foedera, 
have  all  been  carefully  examined  by  fome  Gentle- 
men well  acquainted  with  Englifli  llijiory,  who 
ciufe  rather  to  deferoe  well  of  the  Public y  than 
tjo  receive  their  Thanks.— r—Frofn  all  thefe  have 
hen  extradijedfa  great  a  Variety  of  TranfaSiions, 
hitherto  unknown^  as  is  really  amazing.  Every 
Writer  ^Engliih  Hijloryy  except  Bijhop  Burnet, 
has  entirely  negleSled  the  Lords'  Journals ;  j4nd 
even  that  learned  Prelate^  who  had  Liberty 
given  him  to  fearch  therein  for  Materials yfeems 
only  to  have  curforily  dipfd  into  them.- — Wbe^ 
ther  the  huge  Number  pf  Volumes  deterred  his 
Lordjhipy  or  the  Difficulty  of  procuring  themprcT 
vented  other  Writers y  we  know  not:  But  the 
Publication  of  this  Work  will  demonjirably  prove, 
that  thefe  great  Authorities  have  hitherto  been 
either  wholly  omitted,  or,  at  mojiy  but  Jlightly 
pajfed  over. 

The  Houfe  ^Commons  having,  a  few  Tears 

Jince,  ordered  their  Journals  to  be  printed,  a  Set 

if  thefe  were  fupplied  by  an  Honourable  Member 

of 
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cf  the  prefent  Parliament :  And  it  would  bt  the 
higbeft  Injujiice  not  to  acknowledge  the  great  Care 
and  Accuracy  ob/erued  in  the  noble  Edition  of 
that  Work. 

The  Public  Libraries^  and  particularly  the 
Cotton,  have  furnijhed  Abundance  of  Materials 
for  our  Purpofe^  which  are  omitted  even  in  the 
Journals  of  both  Houfes.  Many  original  Manu^ 
fcripts  and  fcarce  Pamphlets  have  alfo  been  com-- 
municated  by  private  Gentlemen ;  but  the  public 
Sale  of  the  Hurley zn  and  other  Libraries  belongs 
ing  to  ant  lent  Families ^  have  fupplied  a  Variety 
not  to  be  exprejjed^ 

In  a  Work  of  this  Nature  the  greateft  Impar^ 
tiality  is  jujlly  required  i  and  the  Compilers  per- 

Juade  tbemfelves  the  Event  willjbew^  that  it  has 
been  as  JlriSily  obferved.  A  few  Hints  of  the 
Method  taken  herein  may  not  be  improper  •  In 
the  earlier  Himes  the  Work  is  chiefly  compiled 

from  tbeKtcoxAs^  /i6^  Parliament-Rolls,  and  the 
mofl  reputable  anticnt  Writers  of  Englifh  Hi- 

ftory :  In  the  Reign  of  Henry  VIII,  the  Lords' 
Journals  begin ;  and,  under  Edward  VI.  thofe  of 
the  Commons.  The  Reigns  of  the  fucceeding 
Princes,  to  that  ^Charles  I.  have  been  written 

i^  Qontemporarie^.     From  the  Time,  therefore^ 

of 
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of  the  Commencement  of  the  Journals  of  either 
Houfe^  this  Work  may  be  faid  to  be;  if  nothing 
morey  A  Faithful  Abridgement  pf  thofe  un-r 
doubted  Authorities. 

From  the  latter  T^nd  of  King  James,  to  the 
'Death  of  his  Son  Charles  I.  Whitbcke,  Claren- 
don, and  Rufhworth  (contemporary  Hijiorians) 
have  been  conjulted:  The,  Firji  of  thefe  is  very 
exa£f ;  the  Second,  much  lefs  fo ;  and,  as  to  the 
Latter,  we  areforry  to  fay,  the  Public  have  not 
fo  many  Obligations  to  that  Gentleman's  Collec- 
tions, as  hath  been  generally  imagined. — For  In- 
fiance,  one  among  many — An  Addrefs  of  Parlia- 
ment, entered  in  the  Lords'  Journds,  being  col- 
lated  with  the  printed  Copy  of  Mr.  Rufhworth, 
fucb  Variations  and  Qmiffions  appeared  as  were 
afionifhing*     That  thefe  Difcoveries  were  never 
made  before,  muft  be  owing  either  to  the  Difficulty 
of  coming  at  the  Journals,   or  the  Trouble  of 
fearching  them-,  for  Party-Zeal  would  not  other- 
wife  havefufferedfuch  Mijlakes  to  have  been  fo. 
long  buried  in  Silence.     However,  upon  this  In- 
fight,  it  was  thought  necefiary  to  collate  all  the 
Kings  Speeches,  Meffages,  and  Declarations ;  as 
alfo  the  fever alAddreJes,  Remonfir antes.  Speeches, 
&c.  in  each  Houfe,  fas  printed  in  Rufhworth) 
with  the.  Journals,  and  fever al  original  Manu- 
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fcripts  and  Pamphlets  of  the  Times:  And  tbh 
has  been  done  accordingly  y  nvitb  the  greateji  Care 
and  Exa^nefs.— ^Hereby  many  Omiffions  have 
heenfuppUedy  and  objcure  Pajages  rejiored:  But, 
at  the  fame  Time^  to  do  Mr.  Rufti worth  yuftice^ 
bis  Text  is  added  by  Way  of  Note. 

Tbe  References  made  t^  ASis  of  Parliament^ 
and  the  Tear-Boois,  and  otber  Quotations,  in 
tbe  fever al  Speecbes  find  Arguments y  have  all 
been  carefully  examined  by  an  eminent  Barrijler 
at  Law. — ^be  mojl  remarkable  Statutes  in  fvery 
SeJJion  of  Parliament  are  taken  Notice  of-,  and 
the  State  of  tbe  Peerage  given  in  every  Reign  i 
(IS  alfo  a  general  Liji  of  tbe  Taxes  raifedy  and  tbe 
Price  of  Provifonsy  by  which  the  Reader  will  be 
better  enabled  to  form  fome  Kind  of  Judgment  of 
(be  Value  of  Money  in  each  ^eign. 

Upon  the  Whole y  nothing  in  the  Courfe  of  this 
Wqf'k  is  laid  down  without  proper  Authority^ 
which  is  always  referred  to.  in  tbe  Margin.  The 
modern  Spelling  is  followed  throughout ^  except  in 
fome  Injlancesy  wherein  the  original  Orthography 
is  prejervedy  merely  tojhew  the  different  Changes 
of  our  Language  in  the  feveral  fuccejjive  Ages. 

After  xill  thisy  the  Compilers  thougJjt  it  their 
Duty  to  fiibnit  tbe  Copy  to  the  Examination  of 
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X        PREFACE. 

fome  Peers  of  the  Realm^  feveral  Members  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons^  and  other  Gentlemen  well 
^erfed  in  the  Laws  and  Conjiitutions  of  their 
Country^  who  were  pleqfed  to  approve  the  Defgn^ 

By  thefe  Inquiries  the  young  Nobility  and 
Gentry  of  this  Kingdom  will  be  better  injiru£led 
in  /Aif  Conftitutional  Part  ofit^  and  confequently 
more  enabled  to  ferve  their  Country  in  Parlia- 
ment j  fnce  they  will  fee ,  at  one  View^  all  the 
Difputes  that  have  ever  happened  here  about  the 
Prerogative  of  the  Crown  and  the  Liberty  of  the 
Subjed:. — Tihe  Gentlemen  of  the  Long  Robe  will 
meet  with  enough  for  their  Speculation^  and  per^ 
baps  Improvement  tn  their  ProJeJJioni  many  Par ^ 
liamentary  Cafes y  Precedents ^  and  Trials  falling 
in  the  Series  of  this  Work^  never  before  printed. — r 
^nd  even  the  Clergy  will  find  that  a  great  deal 
of  Church-Hiftory  is  necejjarily  interwoven  in  it. 

7)6^  First  Vqlume  begins  with  the  Con-r 
quell  j  and  ends  with  the.  Depofal  g/  Richard  11^ 

^be  Second  extends  from  the  Accejj^on  of 
Henry  IV.  to  the  Death  of  Henry  VIL 

Sr>&^  Third  begins  with  the  Reign  of  Hcn-r  , 
ry  VIII-  a?2d  comes  down  to  the  breaking  out  of 
ihe  French  War^^  5^0  Elizabeth. 
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^be  "F OJJKTH  Jnijbes  the  Reign  ^Elizabeth, 

TA^FiFTH  begins  with  tbeAcceJion  ^j/'JamesL 
fnd  ends  with  the  zotb  Tear  of  his  Reign. 

The  Sixth,  Seventh,  ij»^  Eighth  conti^ 
pue  the  Work  to  the  Meeting  of  the  Parliaments 
November  3,  1640,  the  Proceedings  whereof  do 

iegin  our  Ninth  Volume. And  here  we  enter 

fipon  the  Hi/iory  of  a  Parliament  of  fo  long  a 

Duration^  and  fo  plentifully Jiored  with  Materials 

pn  both  Sides  of  the  Sluefliony  that  to  publijb 

every  ^hing  would  fatiate  the  greedieji  Appetite 

for  Hijiory:  Many  Things  therefore  muji  be 

emitted  on  Account  of  their  Prolixity  \  and  yet  we 

wHl  venture  to  ajirm  that  nothing  of  l^oment^ 

on  either  Side  the  ^uejiionx  wHl  be  wanting  to 

fet  forth  thefe  difira£led  Times,  in  a  proper  Lights 

But  where  we  meet  with  Trialsy  or  other  Matters 

of  too  great  a  Lengthy  and  fuch  as  are  printed 

fngfyy  or  in  the  State-Trials,  (which  are  in 

fvery  Bodys  Hands)  afuccin£i  Account  of  them 

only  may  be  thought  fuf^cient. 

We  fhall  not  trouble  the  Reader ^  or  ourfelves, 
^n  giving  the  Sentiments  of  any  Writer  f  nee  the 
Reiloration,     on   Matters  happening  in  thofe 
.  %imesy  though  the  Contemporary  Hijlorians  can- 
not 
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not  be  omitted^  efpeciallyon  Affairs  pwely  Farlia^ 
rnentary:  But  of  the  Civil  Wars  itfelf,  the  Bat^ 
tksy  Sieges  J  and  other  blopdy  TranfaSiions  of  it, 
we  Jhali  take  flo  further  Notice  thanjuji  to  men-- 
tion  the  moft  remarkable  of  them,  in  order  to  keep 
-up  a  proper  ConneStion, 


<T^HXJS  pod  the  Preface  to  the  lirft  Eight  Fo^ 
-^  lumes  of  this  Hifiory^  which  were  publijhed  in 
the  Tear  1751-  A  bold  Undertaking,  to  Jlart 
into  the  World,  at  once,  with  fo  marry  Volumes ; 
which  were  not  wrote  in  a  Garret,  at  fo  much 
a  Sheet  Letter-Prefs,  but  by  Perfons  animated 
with  a  Zeal  more  to  ferve  their  Country  than 
themf elves-,  and  who  were  not  much  concerned 
what  Succefs  their  Labours  would  have  in  the 
World.  However,  it  muji  be  owned  that,  when 
they  found  the  Public  relijhed  their  Undertaking, 
by  the  quick  Sale  oj  thejirjl  Eight  Volumes,  they 
were  more  encouraged  to  proceed  in  the  Work', 
which  muJl  neceffarily  occafon  more  Expence  in 
€olle£iing  Materials  for  their  Purpofe, 

'  In  the  Year  1753   were  publijijed  five  more 
Volumes  of  this  Work-,  the  Preface,  or  Introduc- 
tion,  to  which  is  left  Jlanding,  as  it  was  in  the 
frji  Edition,  becaiife  the  Obfrvations  there  made 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


V     R     E     F     A    C     E/     xiii 

#if  fame  of  the  principal  CoUeSiors  and  Contem^ 
porary  Hijiorians  of  the  Times ,  there  treated  of, 
are  necejfary  to  be  read  and  underjiood  by  tboji 
who  "wotdd  make  ibemfehes  Majlers  of  the  SuB^ 
jeB.     For  the  very  fame  Reafon  the  Preface  ta 
the  Fourteenth  FoJume,  which  came  out  in  1755, 
is  in  the  fame  Situation  it  food  in  at  that  Tinu. 
And  the  jhort  Introduftion  to  the  Nineteenth 
Volume^  which  appeared^  with  its  Partner y  in  the 
Tear  17 $7*  ^  ^  ^»  becaufe  it  goes  on  with  a 
Recapitulation  of  the  chief  Materials  this  mighty 
Work  was  built  with^  and  the  friendly  Aid  which 
ajjijied  the  Compilers  of  it.     LaJHy^  in  1 760  came 
out  two  more  Volumes ^  which  bring  the  Hi/lory 
down  to  near  its  defgned  Period^  1660 ;  and  the 
next  Tear  the  Concluiive  Part,  with  an  Appen- 
dix and  a  very  copious  Index,  were  publtjhedy 
which  ends  this  whole  Work.     T!he  Preface  to 
which  lajl  Publication  is  reprinted  in  this  Editiony 
by  reafon  of  the  Matter  it  contains;  which,  to 
recapitulate  here,  would fwell  this  to  too  great  a 
Bulk. 

But 9  notwithfanding  what  has  been  faid,  by 
Way  ^/'Preface,  in  the  firft  Edition  of  this  Work^ 
there  is  an  abfolute  Necejfity  to  fay  fomewhat 
more  on  the  Publication  of  this  fecond,  to  Jhew 
the  Reader  the  Reafons  why  the  firft  Two  ^- 

lumes 
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limes  of  them  are  Jo  greatly  altered  from  the  for -^ 
mer.  Very  Jbon  after  their  Appearance  in  the 
World  the  late  Duke  ofArgyU,  [ArchibaldJ  who 
highly  approved  of  the  Worky  fuggejledone  great 
OmiJJiony  in  quoting  frbm  the  printed  Abridjge- 
ment  of  the  Parliamentary  Records  in  the  Tower ^ 
when  we  Jhould  have  quoted  the  Originals;  as  the 
former,  befdes  many  Mijiakes,  are  of  no  Authority 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords-,  but  the  latter  fur ely  are. 

The  Duke  offered  us  the  XJfe  of  a  Copy  from  the 
Originals,  in  his  noble  Library,  to  confult  before 
we  reprinted  a  new  Edition,  which  he  faid  d 
Work  of  this  Kind  would  certainly  come  tOi 

His  Grace's  Prophecy  of  a  feeond  Edition  of 

this  Work  was  fcarce  believed  at  that  Time  by 

the  Compilers;  yet  his  Advice  was  taken,  though 

not  in  his  onpn  Way;  the  Attendance  on  the  Dukes 

Library  ^n  Town  being  found  incompatible  with 

the  Refidence  of  the  Compilers,  who  lived  in  the 

Country.    By  the  Favour  of  another  Nobleman, 

now  in  high  Station,  and  of  great  DiJiinSlion^ 

another  Copy  was  borrowed,  which  proved  to  bd 

the  Jirfi  that  ever  .*was  taken  from  the  original 

Records  in  the  Tower :  Of  which  the  following 

Tefimony,  wrote  in  a  blank  Page  of  the  preceding 

Volume,  in  Lord  Weymouth'x  own  Handi  is  a 

fufficient  Evidence  : 

Thefe 
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*rhcfe  three-and-twenty  Voli^nes  (including 
the  Index)  of  the  Parliament-Rolls  were  tran- 
fcribed  from  the  Originals^  by  the  Order  and 
Diredion  of  Mr.  Haljieady  whilft  he  was  Keeper 
of  them,  and  were  by  him  carefully  collated; 
from  whofe  Widow'  the  Lord  Thomas  Vifcount 
Weymouth  purchafed  them  for  the  Sum  of  One 
Hundred  Pounds. 

Note,  Thefe  were  the  firft  original  Copies 
from  which  all  others  now  extant,  in 
feveral  Hands,  were  tranfcribed« 

^he  great  Number  of  thefe  Volumes,  the  differ 
rent  Hands  they  were  wrote  in,  and  the  different 
Languages  they  were  compofed  of,  did  not  deter 
the  Authors  from  entering  upon,  and,  with  much 
Pains  and  Labour,  going  through  them.  Thus 
are  the  Volumes  of  this  Hiftory,  as  far  as  thefe 
Records  go,  authenticated i  which  is  to  the  "End 
cftbe  Jhort  Reign  ^Richard  III.  And  herein 
we  foon  found  that  the  Duke's  Sifpicions  of  the 
Faithfulnefs  of  the  Abridgement  were  not  with-- 
cutjufl  Reafon ;  for  fuch  a  Number  of  Miflakes, 
in  Mifiomers,  MifconftruBions,  OmiJJions,  &c. 
were  feen,  as  is  fcarce  credible  jhould  be  in  a 
Book  which  bears  this  Title, 

An 
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An  ^xaft  Abridgement  of  the  Records  in  thcJ 
Tower  of  London^  from  the  Reign  of  Edward  IL 
unto  King  Richard  III.  of  all  the  Parliaments 

holden  m  each  King's  Reign,  Gfr. CoUefted 

by  ^ix  Robert,  Cotton^  Knt.  and  Bart.  Revifed, 
rcaified  in  fundry  Miftakes,  and  fupplicd  with 
a  Preface,  marginal  Notes,  feveral  Omiflions, 
and  exaa:  Tables,  both  of  the  great  Matters, 
great  Officers,  Speakers,  Nobles^  and  other  Per- 
fofls  therein  contained. — ByJViliiamPrynne^B{(\i 

a  Bencher  in  Lincoln  s-^Inn. London  printed, 

1657.    Folio* 

•William  Prynne,  Efqy  according  to  his  ufuat 
Cufiom^  hath  befitmed  a  very  long-winded  Pre- 
face to  this  Abridgement  of  Records^  tending 
chiefiy  to  put  a  proper  Value  on  thofe  AbfiraSlsy 
which  indeed^  had  they  been  carefully  and  cor-^ 
reSHy  done,  tnuji  have  had  their  due  EJleem: 
But  we  fay  again  that  there  are  fuch  an  infiniti 
Number  of  Erratas,  of  all  Sorts,  in  this  Book^ 
that  when  we  began  to  correB  our  Copy  of  iti 
and  had  proceeded  with  that  Intention  fome  Way^ 
they  increafed  fo  abundantly  upon  us  that  we 
gave  it  up,  leji  it  Jhould frufrate  our  main  De-^ 
^gn.  From  whence  we  may  very  well  judge  that 
the  voluminous  Mr.  Prynne  was  more  dejirous  of 

being 
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ieingjiiled  the  Author  effo  many  Books  and 
Tampbltts  as  be  printed  andfublijhed  tsntb  bis 
Nofne  to  tbem  »,  tban  to  be  corre&  in  what  he  put 
out  into  the  World:  And  from  this  Injlance  ^e 
may  weUJu/^S  that  bis  other ^  and  much  greater 
Works 9  are  done  Hvitb  the  fame  Care  and  ExaSi^ 
nefi. 

But  to  conclude^  for  Fear  of  being  thought  as 

tedunis  in  prefacing  as  Mr.  Prynne  htmfelfi  the 

twofirft  Volume  of  this  (econd  Edition  have  alff 

received fome  co?ifiderable  Additi<ms  and  Altera,^ 

tions/rom  the  Care  and  Accuracy  of  a  late  wor^ 

thy  and  learned  Gentleman^ ^  who  was  at  tie 

.Tains  to  collate  and  compare  the  former  Reigns 

if  our  Kings,  particularly  that  of  Edward  L 

nsnth  all  the  old  Monkijh  Hijlorians  neareji  that 

King's  Reign ;  by  which  feveral  Additions  were 

made,  and  fome  Errors  correSted.  Tet  all  this  was 

not  done  to  enhance  the  Price  of  the  new,  or  damn 

the  old  Edition,  as  has  been  but  too  frequently 

b  praSlifed 

*  We  have  feen  a  Lift  of  more  than  fifty  printed  Books 

and  Pamphlets  with  his  Name  to  them,  or  known  to  be  his. 

^  The  late  R^birt.HMyu,  Efq;  olNanfmddjng,  in  Corn'- 
vjoU,  and  Member  in  a  former  Parliament  for  the  City  of 
Brift^l.  A  Gentleman  to  whofe  Candour  and  Knowledge^ 
Specially  in  Mnglijb  Hiftory,  the  Compilers  of  this  Work 
owed  great  Obligations. 
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pra^ifed  by  fome  great  Authors  our  Predecejorsi 
^0  obviate  this  Imputation^  Care  has  been  taken 
to  print  as  many  fupernumerary  Volumes  as  wiU 
ferve  to  exchange  with  thofe  who  have  bought  tbfi 
firjl^  and  public  Advertifement  will  be  made  of 
it,  that  Gentlemen  may  fend  their  firjl  two  Vo-^ 
lumesy  of  the  former  Edition,  and  have  the  new 
delivered  to  them. 

r^  The  Folios  of  the  old  Edition  are  printed 
within  Crotchets  in  the  Margin  of  the  new, 
which  ferves  the  Index. — In  two  or  three  Sheets 
at  the  End  of  the  Second  Volume  fbmc  of  the 
Pages  of  the  old  Edition  are  tranipofed  m  the 
new. 
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THE 

Parliamentary  Hiftory 

OF 

ENGLAND. 


ARLIAMENTS  are,  without  all  Doubt,  Of  the  Origin 
of  very  antient  £xtra£lion ;  but  to  fix  the  »"<*  •'*™«  ®^ 
Time  of  their  Beginning,  in  this  King-*"^'"^"*"^* 
(?om,  is  a  Matter  attended  with  fo  many 
Difficulties,  that  it  may  be  called  Folly 
=it  or  Madnefs  in  an^  Writer  to  attempt  it, 
Nevertbelefs,  we  take  it  to  be  neceflary  to  fay  fomewhat 
relating  to  this  intricate  Subjed;  though  what  we  (ball 
write,  as  it  will  not  be  very  pleafmg  to  ourfelves,  {o  we 
cannot  apprehend  that  it  will  give  much  Satisfa^ion  to 
our  Readers. 

The  very  Word  Parliament,  or  rather  ParUment^ 
is,  in  its  Derivation,  as  perplexing  as  the  former ;  and 
the  very  beft  Etymologifis  differ  ftrangely  in  their  Opi- 
nions about  it.  We  fliall  not  endeavour  to  amufe  our 
Readers  with  their  various  Conje&ures ;  who  will,  may 
confuJt  Francifcm  Junius ^  Skinner^  GouUman^  and  others, 
who  have  publiflied  large  Dictionaries  in  that  Science ; 
Vol.  I.  A  to 
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to  us  it  feems  that  the  Word  is  certainly  of  French  or 
Norman  Extraction  * ;  and  by  this  we  may  be  led  to 
fuppofe  that  the  Origin  of  thefe  Aflemblies,  in  this 
Iflaqd,  is  ottring  to  the  antient  Cuftoms  in  Franccy  fome 
Centuries  before  our  Conqueft  ^.  And  we  are  not  to 
imagine,  bccaufe  the  Monkifb  Writers,  foon  after  that 
Period,  always  called  thefe  Meetings  Parliamenta yVfhich 
happened  in  the  Times  of  the  Saxons  before  them,  that 
they  were  fo  denominated  by  thofe  People,  but  had  this 
Name  from  the  Normans  their  Succeffors. 

In  all  Nations  of  the  World  hitherto  known,  and  in 
all  Ages,  the  Laws  they  were  governed  by  were  firft 
made  by  the  Advice  and  Confent  of  thefe  general  Af- 
femblies,  and  then  promulgated  to  the  whole  Commu- 
nity. And  if  the  Jewijh  Sanhedrim,  the  Grecian  and 
Roman  Senates,  the  Druid  and  Gaulijh  Aflemblies,  and 
particularly  our  own  Saxon  Gemots^  IVitten  Gemots^  or 
FoUmoteSi  bore  any  Alluljpn  Jip  our  prefent  Parliaments, 
the  Source  of  them  runs  very  high  indeed.  Mr.  Prynne^ 
in  his  Sovereign  Power  of  Parliaments^  tells  us,  *  That 
it  is. apparent  from  all  Precedents  before  the  Conqueft, 
that  our  priftine  Synods  and  Councils  y^tre  nothing  elfe 
but  Parliaments ;  that  our  Kings,  Nobles,  Senators, 
Wifemen,  Knights,  and  Commons  (we  cannot  help  ob- 
ferving  that  he  omits  Bifhops,  though  they  were  moft 
ccrtairdy  a  Part  of  the  Cor^itution  as  amient  as  uny) 
were  uiually  prefent,  ^nd  voted  in  them  ^s  Members  and 
Judges*  Mr.  CamdsUy  Sif;  Henry  SpeJma^^  with  other 
Writers,  aWo  go  a  j;reat  Way  to  prove  the  Commons 
to  have  borne  a  Part  in  Parliana^nt  in  the  Times  of  the 
Saxons ;  but  they  do  oot  fay  that  they  were  called  by 
tl^^t  Naoie,  or  elected  as  Knights,  Citizens^  and  Bur- 
ge^s  ^ore  in  After-Times. 

The  Laws  of  /»«,  our  ff^e/l-Saxon  I(!ng»  which  were 
made  and  publ^ihed  about  th^  Year  7^o>  arie  there  faid 

to 

«  It  ieemt  to  be  deuve4  from  the  Fraaco-Caub'c  V^rhparler,  to  fpcalc 
or  debate;  {o  Par/ement,  a  Spcatirg  or  Debating.  This  antient  Name 
^flkiently  denotes  the  Freedom  of  Speech  To  abfokitely  neceffary  in  theie 
Cnfld  Coondli  or  AfTemblicf*  Mjr  tord  Me  tells  as.  That  Parliament . 
it  derived  from  Parkr  It  Ment^  i.  e.  from  fpcaking  the  Mind.  He  might 
as  well  tcU  us,  fays  Hymer,  that  Firmament  is  Frrma  Mentisy  that  is,  a 
Farm  for  the  Mind  ;  or  Fundament,  the  Bottom  of  the  Mind.  Rymer*% 
Aitfrptity,  ^»  of  Parh'ametttt.     London,  izwo,  1714. 

b  doppded  to  have  been  ufed  in  France  before  the  Time  of  Charlemagne, 
in  the  feventh  Century.  See  a  late  Account  of  the  antient  Parliameats  of 
France,  by  Charles  forman,  Efq;  Londgn,  %  Vols,  %V9,  17  59* 
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to  be  done  by  the  Advice  and  Conient  of  all  his  Aider* 
men  and  Senior  Wifemen  of  his  Kingdom ;  befides  a 
g^reat  Number  of  the  Clergy  met  together  on  that  Oc- 
caHoii.  The  fame  ia  mentioned  at  the  End  of  the  Lawa 
of  KuQ^  Jibilft^m^  as  weli  as  thofe  of  King  Ethelnd^  his 
Socceror  *•  But  who  thefe  Wifemen  were,  whether  f  <  1 
Lords  or  Commons,  or  both  together,  we  are  not  able 
to  determine.  The  Chronicle  of  John  Brampton  men* 
tions  a  great  Council,  or  A&mbly,  to  be  held  at  Salif* 
imj  in  the  Days  of  King  Edgar ^  about  the  Year  970» 
of  all  the  Nobles  in  the  Kingdom  ^ ;  and  another  at 
Oxf^d^  by  King  Canute  the  Dane^  in  the  Year  1030. 
Toefe  are  all,  or  the  greateft,  Teftimonies  that  can  be 
produced  of  CoQncils,  or  Parliaments,  being  called,  by 
our  Saxon  or  Danijb  Kings,  to  make  Lawa  before  the 
*  Coaqueft  *. 

The  Writers  in  Favour  of  Monarchy,  fuch  as  Sir  R^ 
FilmiTy  Dr.  Bradyy  Dr.  Jobnflon^  and  others,  deny  that 
the  Commons  had  any  Place  or  Power  in  thefe  Aflem* 
bties  untiJl  long  after  that  Period.  They  £iy,  indeed^ 
that  the  Saxon  Kings  ufed  to  convene  the  Nobles  and 
A  2  Bilhops 

c  Le^s  Ina  Regis  Wefi-Saxonum,  Circa  An.  720. 
Eg^  Iju*  DeiGratia,  Wdl^Saxooum  Rex,  £xb9rtatione  it  D^firiim  CoTi' 
niM  Fsiris  ma,  ft  Hcddst  Epifcopi  mei,  et  Herchonwaldi  Epijcopi  mei,  et 
Mmaimm  AUermannorum  meorutUt  tt  Seniorum  Sapientium  Regni  met,  muha" 
«*r  Cmtgregaticne  Servorum  Dei,  &c,  Cbron,  Johan.  firompton  inter 
becem  Script.  Co/.  761* 

Ad  Finem  Legum  Athelstani  Regis.    Circa  An.  930. 
XXXIV.  Sax.  2<«    Totum  hoc  injiitutum  eft  et  corfirmatum  in  Magno 
SyKodi  apijfi  GreatSeyam,  cut  Archiepijcopuk  Wulfius  htterfuit,  et  wnnet 
Oftimatn  et  Sapientei  quct  AdclfttAus  Jlex  potuit  ctngreiaru    Ex  todem$ 
O/.  S45. 

Leges  i^TH£LR£Di  Regis.     Circa  An.  looo. 
Woe  eft  Cenftlimm  qu^d  ^thelredus  Rex  et  Sapientei  fiti  condixtrunt,  &Cm 
€^.893. 
BMjuwtL^gu  fuaiJE»\hK^xtAQiRexet  Saptentesfui ccnftittterunt^  CchZ^^ 
Hae  funt  Verba  Pads  et  Prelocutiones,  quas  iEthelredus  Rex,  et  omnes 
Zapiemtet  ejus,  aim  Exercitu  firmaverunt,  &c.     Col,  899. 
Vide  Lasabafd  de  Frijcis  Anglorum  Legibu*.    CantabrigiaB  A,  1644. 
A  The  Wbrdi  arc,  CunSlis  Regni  PrOctriSus  congregstis.    And,  Pefi  b^tt 
tpU  Oxoniam  Pafliamentum  tenuit,  (JciL  Canutue)  ubi  Angli  Jmul  et 
Dani  de  LegiJbus  Edgaris  Regii  cbfervandis  Concordes  faSli  funt^     Cbron* 
Johaji.  firompton  inter  Decern  Script.     Col,  866,  908, 

c  Polyd§re  Vergil  fays^  That  Parliaments  are  of  Prencb  or  Norman  Ex- 
tndioo|  hU  WonU  are.  More  GaJUco,  'vulgo  Parliamentum  apptUmst,  fund 
•Mkfqufque  Rex,  Initio  fyi  Regni,  habere  fokt,  ut  ihi  ft  qmd  ex  antiquis 
C$tfftuuttt,  Legsbufve,  tollendum,  ac  rurfus  condendum  fit^  id  de  Conftlii  Sett'^ 
•  tntia  ftat  j  ftti,  et  deinde  quotici  Res  poftulat,  Jus  Jiftitratu  illud  ipfvm 
Ci9vxa:,    Lib*  xi.  p.  188. 
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Biihops  of  the  Realm,  to  confult  with  theoi  how  to  de- : 
fend  themfeives  in  Cafe  of  an  Invafion,  to  levy  Taxes^ 
or  to  promulgate  fome  new  Laws  amongft  the  People^ 
C  4  ]  or  to  be  Wicneiles  to  public  Charters.  This  laft  is . 
evident  from  feveral  Saxon  Charters,  copied  and  prefer* 
ved  by  Hiftorians,  as  well  as  fome  Originals  ftill  extant 
amongft  us ;  wherein,  befides  the  Kins,  the  Nobility 
and  Bifliops,  to  a  confiderable  Number,  hgn'd  with  him. 
But  then  thefe  Authors  afTert,  that  the  whole  Body  of  the 
Commons  were  in  an  entire  Vaflalage  to  the  Nobility  and 
Clergy  at  that  Time,  and  long  after  ^  and  had  nothing  they 
could  call  their  own,  no,  not  fo  much  as  their  Lives. 

That  this  was  the  Cafe  of  the  Commons  'till  fome 
Time  after  the  Conqueft,  appears  pretty  plain ;  but  with 
the  Lords  it  was  otherwife,  for  Sir  Henry  Spilman  tells 
us  in  his  Glojfary^  that,  befides  what  has  been  faid  of 
their  Conventions,  in  the  Times  of  the  Saxon  Kings, 
William  L  compofed  his  Great  Aflembly,  or  Magnum 
Confilium  of  the  Nation,  from  thofe  Tenants  that  held 
of  him  in  Capiu ;  and  that  Parliamentary  Barons  were 
created  by  the  King's  Writ,  out  of  thofe  of  good  PofTef- 
fions;  whereby  IVuliam  referved  to  himfelf  a  Tenure  in 
Chief  by  Knight's  Service.  Thefe  Judges  were  at  that 
Time  the  fupreme  Judicature ;  but  the  Original  of  the 
Houfe  of  Peers,  as  to  its  tranfcendent  Power,  does  not 
fcem  plainly  to  appear  till  the  Reign  oi  Henry  llll  when 
fpecial  Writs  of  Summons  were  fent  out  to  the  Nobility 
diftinftly  by  themfelves. 

But  at  what  Time  the  Commons  became  a  Branch  of 
the  Legiflature  is  much  more  unceruin.  Many  will 
have  it  that  they  were  not  admitted  as  a  Part  of  Parlia- 
inent  untill  the  49th  of  Henry  IIL  for  which  this  Rea- 
fon  is  affigned.  That  the  firft  Writ  of  Summons  of  any 
Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgefles,  now  extant,  is  of  no 
antienter  Date  than  that  Time. 

This  is  again  feemingly  contradided  hy  Magna  Charta^ 
or  the  Great  Charter  granted  in  the  1 7th  Year  of  King 
John :  For  by  this  it  appears  that  it  was  made  per  Re^ 
gem,,  Baronesy  et  Liberos  Homines  totius  Regni%  by 
.whi(;h  it  feems  plain,  that  it  was  not  made  by  the  King 
and  Barons  only.  And  Mr.  Selden  ^  fays.  That  the 
Borough  of  St.  Alhan^s  claimed  by  Prefcription,  in  the 

Par- 

r  Stldtn$  Titles  of  Htftfiurf  p,  709. 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


of   ENGLAND. 

Parliament  of  the  8th  of  Edward  II.  to  fend  two  Bur- 
gefles  to  all  Parliaments,  as  they  did  in  the  Time  of 
Edward  I.  and  his  Progenitors ;  which  mud  be  in  the 
Time  of  King  John^  his  Grandfather,  and  confequently 
before  the  Reign  of  HenryWl. 

Pofydore  Virgil^  HolUn^Jheady  Speedy  (^c.  fay.  That 
the  Commons  were  firft  fummoned  to  a  Parliament  at 
Salijbury,  in  the  i6th  of  Henry  I.  Sir  fValter  RaUigk^ 
in  his  Trcatife  of  the  Prerogatives  of  Parliaments,  thinks 
k  was  in  the  i8th  of  Henry  I.  Lord  Bacon^  in  a  Let- 
ter to  the  Duke  of  Buckingham^  afks.  Where  were  the 
Commons  before  Henry  I  f  which  plainly  implies  his 
Opinion  that  there  was  a  Houfe  of  Commons  at  that 
Time  at  leaft.  And  Dr.  Heylin  finds  yet  another  Be- 
ginning for  them,  which  Was  in  the  Reign  of  Henry  IL 

Such  and  fo  various  are  the  Opinions  of  learned  Men 
on  this  Subject :  It  is  not  to  the  Purpofe  to  purfue  them 
any  further,  and  we  (hall  content  ourfelves  in  faying. 
That  whenever  the  Commons  were,  taken  in  as  one 
Branch  of  the  Legiflature,  it  was  a  Glorious  Addition 
to  the  others ;  was  a  great  Bulwark  to  the  Liberties  of  • 
the  Subject,  and,  altogether,  as  the  general  AfTent  of  the 
the  King  and  Realm  to  make  Laws  and  Ordinances; 
was  juftly  called,  by  aniient  Writers, 

Commune  Confilium^  Magnum  Cmfilium^  Placitum 
generali^  Curia  altijjimay  et  Parliamentum  generals  feu 
ttUiJjimum, 

The  Power  and  Authority  of  Parliaments  in  making 
of  Laws,  in  proceeding  by  Bill,  or  other  ways,  is  fo 
well  known,  fo  often  treated  on  by  others,  and  will  fo 
eridently  appear  in  the  Courfe  of  this  Hiftory,  that  it  is 
necdiefs  to  fay  more  of  it  in  this  Place. 

But  it  will  not  be  amifs,  before  we  enter  upon  our  Hi- 
florical  Fafts,  under  the  feveral  Reigns,  to  premifc  fome- 
what  relating  to  the  originalCreation  of  the  Peers  that  com- 
pofe  the  Upper  Houfe  of  Parliament,  under  their  feveral 
Titles  ;  efpecially  as  that  Houfe  muft  be  allowed  to  be 
fupcrior  to  the  other,  both  in  Antiquity  and  Honour. 

All  the  Degrees  of  Nobility  and  Honour  are  derived 
from  the  King  as  the  Fountain  of  Honour.  The  King's 
cidcft  Son  is  born  Duke  of  Cornwall^  afterwards  he  is 
created  Prince  oifVales  ;  andj  to  diftinguifb  him,  in  the       r  /:  i 
Middle  of  the  Arch  of  his  Coronet  a  Ball  and  Crofs  are      '•      -* 
A  3  placed. 
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placed,  as  in  the  Royal  Diadem.  The  Title  of  Prince 
oi  Walts  was  originally  granted  by  Edward  I.  after  his 
Conqueft  of  that  Principality,  and  all  his  Titles  are. 
Prince  oi  Wales ^  Duke  oi  Cornwall^  and  Earl  oiChiJfer. 

The  firft  Duke  we  had  in  England  was  Edward  the 
Black  Prince,  fo  famous  in  our  Hiftories  for  his  heroic 
Adtions,  who  was  created  a  Duke  in  the  nth  Year  of 
King  Edward  III. 

Robert  de  Vere,  Earl  of  Oxford^  was  created  Marquis 
oi Dublin  in  Ireland^  in  the  8th  Year  of  King  Richard  II. 
and  was  the  firft  Marquis. 

Hugh  Lupus  was  made  hereditary  Earl  of  Chefier  bj 
William  the  Conqueror. 

'John  Beaumont  was  created  Lord  Vifcount  Beaumont 
by  King  Henry  VL  in  the  i8th  Year  of  his  Reign,  and 
was  the  fiift  Vifcount*     And 

John  Beauchamp^  of  Holt y  was  the  firft  Baron  created 
by  Patent  in  England,  made  the  i  ith  of  Richard  IL 

But,  in  the  antient  Records,  the  Word  Baron  inclu* 
,  ded  all  the  Nobility  of  England -j  becaufe,  regularly,  all 
Noblemen  were  Barons,  though  they  had  higher  Titles 
befides.  The  Charter  of  King  Edward  L  which  is  an 
Expofition  of  what  relates  to  Barons  in  Magna  Charta^ 
concludes,  Tejiibus  Jrchiepifcopisy  Epifcopisj  Baronibus^ 
ifc.  So  that  the  great  Council  of  the  Nobility,  when 
they  confifted,  altogether,  of  Dukes,  Marqueffes,  ts^c. 
befides  Earls  and  Barons,  were  all  comprehended  under 
the  Name  De  la  Councell  de  Baronage, 

But,  after  all,  a  Baron  holding  Land  of  the  King,  to 
him  and  his  Heirs,  per  Servitium  Baroniitj  is  no  Lord  of 
Parliament,  untill  he  be  called  by  the  King's  Writ  to 
Parliament.  In  the  Reign  of  Edward  h  the  Title  of 
Baron,  which  was  before  common  to  all  thofe  that 
held  Lands  of  the  Crown,  was  confined  to  all  thofe 
whom  the  King  fummoned  to  Parliament. .  Thefe  Ba- 
rons had  ^hen  given  them  two  Enfigns  to  remind  them 
of  their  Duties ;  firft  a  long  Robe  of  Scarlet,  in  refpeft 
C  7  ]  whereof  they  are  accounted  in  Law  De  magno  Conjilio 
Rigii;  and,  fecondly,  are  girt  with  a  Sword,  that  they 
Ihould  ever  be  ready  to  defend  their  King  and  Country  K 
This  alfo  appears  by  Dugdale's  Baronage,  in  which 
there  are  feveral  Inftances  of  Lords  being  called  to  Par- 
liament^ 

t  Cokii  3  Infi.  p.  lis. 
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liament,  where  they  and  their  Anceftors  never  fat  be- 
fore, nor  any  of  their  Pofterity  ^fter  them  ^. 

Proxies  for  the  Bifllops  and  Barons  in  the  Houfe  of 
Peers  are  alfo  very  antient.  The  firft  Mention  of  them, 
that  occurs  in  our  Parliamentary  Memoirs^  was  at  Car^ 
lifii^  under  Edward  I.  ^  Alfo,  in  a  Parliament  held  at 
Weftminfter  under  Edward  IL  the  Bilhops  of  Durham 
and  Carliflej  remaining  u{K>n  the  Defence  of  the  Marches 
of  Scoilandy  were  feverally  commanded  to  flay  there ; 
and  in  the  Writ  a  CUufe  was  inferted  for  that  Purpofe  K 
The  like  Teftimonics  occur  pretty  often  in  this  King's 
Reign,  of  making  Proxies  by  the  Name  of  Procuratores 
Sufficientes ;  and  in  fuccceding  Times  the  Teftimonies 
of  them  down  to  this  Day  are  vtry  frequent. 

In  relation  to  the  more  antient  A6is,  Ordinances, 
Journals,  ^c.  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament,  much 
more  might  be  faid  than  is  coniifient  with  the  Subftance 
of  this  Preamble  to  our  Hiftory.  Who  will  may  read 
them  ^roirably  and  concifely  difcourfed  on  in  Archbi-  [  ^  ] 
fliop  Nicbolfon^i  Englijh  Hiftorical  Library ;  which  Book, 
as  it  is  almoft  in  every  Collection,  it  is  needlefs  to  tran- 
fcribe  any  Thing  from  it  here.  That  Author  has  given 
us-a  general  Detail  of  all  our  Parliamentary  Proceedings 
ftom  Magna  Cbarta^  through  the  printed  Statutes,  the 

Rolls 

^  The  Form  of  the  King*i  Writ  lor  Aiminooiiig  a  Peer  to  attend  his 
Service  in  Parliament,  is  as  follows  : 

Bdwardus,  ©*<•.  CbariJJimo  Confanguimo  fuo  C.  Comit.  A.  Saltitem,  S^uia 
de  adviJamfHto  &  ejftnju  Ctnfilii  mjiri  pro  quibvfdam  arduis  urgentibas  nego- 
tiitf  Nctp  StMtum  &  Dtfeitfanem  Rtgni  nofiri  Anglic  fif  Ecclcfia  Anglicanae 
ance^neni'  quoddam  Parhamentum  ncfirum  afud  Civitstem  nefiram  Weft- 
jnoaailerii,  </rV,  fiftf.  prox.  futur*  teneri  oraina'vimht,  6f  itid,  vobifcum 
M  cum  Pr^Iatis,  Magnatikui  fif  Procttibvs  diB^  Kegni  nofiri  colloquium  ba^  * 
btrt^  trgQare,  Vobii  fub  fide  &  ligeanciis  quibus  nobii  tentmini  firmiter 
injungend'  Mandamus f  quod,  confideraC  d'lElorum  negotiorum  arduitatt  & 
ptnculis  imminentibuSy  ctffantt  excufattone  quacunque,  diSP  die  &  low  ptr» 
fittaliter  interfitis  Nobifcum,  ac  cum  Prgelatis  Magnatibus  ^fProciribus  prat- 
dtffii  fttpir  di^is  negotiis  traElatur''  vejirumque  confiUum  impenfur*  Et  hoc 
foit  Nn  6?  bonorem  noflrum  ac  Salvatianem  &  Defcnfiontm  Regni  &  Ec^ 
cUjut  pr/tdiBontm  expeditionemque  difiorum  negotiorum  diligitis,  nullateuus 
tmittttis.    Itfie  meipfo  apud  Wcflmonafterium  die,  &c, 

i  ^ia  ompes  Pralafi,  Milita,  et  alii  de  Ctmmunitate  Regni  tunc  plenarie 
rsn  venerunt,  receptis  quihufdam  Procuratlonibus  Pr^latorum  qui  versirt 
wnpcrerantf  adjornantur  emnes  qui  fummoniti  funt  ad  ParliameAtuin^  ujqut 
ad  Diem  Mercurii  proximum  fequentemt  ad  Horam  primam, 

k  $ed  Procuratorcm  -vejiriim  fuffcienter  injiru&um  ad  diBoi  Diem  et  Lo' 
f>«  mittatis,  ad  corfentitndum  ei  quod  tunc  ibidem  per  di^ot  Pr^latos  et 
P  racer  et  con  tiger  it  crdinan,  Scldcn'i  Baronage  oj  England^  &c,  8vo«— 
Lond,  i64J.  • 
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Rolls  of  Parliament,  Ordinances,  Journals,  with  the 
Modus  tenendi  Parliamenta ;  the  Antiquity  and  Rights 
of  both  the  Houfe  of  Lords  and  Commons,  the  difpen- 
fitg  Power  of  the  King,  and  Writs  of  Summons ; 
wherein  he  fpeciiies  where  all  the  Records  relating  to 
thefe  Matters  lie,  as  well  as  gives  an  Account  of  what 
the  beft  Authors  have  wrote  on  thefe  often -difpu ted 
Subje<Sls,  betwixt  the  Prerogative  of  the  Crown  ai^d  the 
Power  of  Parliaments, 

Let  this  Exordium^  therefore,  fuffice  for  the  Origin, 
the  Power,  and  Name  of  Parliament  ;  we  (hall  pro- 
ceed,now  to  our  History  of  them;  in  which  we  hope 
to  be  fo  exa£l,  that  no  material  Circumftance,  mention- 
ed either  by  antient  or  modern  Hidorians,.  (ball  efcape 
our  Notice.  And  tho*  thefe  general  Meetings  of  the 
King  with. his  Bi(hops  and  Barons,  both  before  and  foon 
after  the  Conqueft,  were  by  no  Means  like  our  prefent 
Parliaments ;  yet  we  judge  it  very  confiilent  with  the 
Tenor  of  our  SubjeS,  to  purfue  our  Account  of  thera 
whenever  fuch  Evidences  can  be  found  that  may  be  de- 
pended upon,  but  in  as  concife  a  Manner  as  poffible. 


KingWilliaml.  y  N  the  Reign  of  the  three   fix&  Norman  K\r\gs  we 
Anno  Regol  6. 


6  X  "^cct  with  little  to  our  Purpofe.  IVtlliam  L  indeed^ 
'ijo^*"  at  the  Inftigation  of  the  Pope,  fummoned  a  National 
At  Windfir.  Synod  to  determine  the  Difpute  betwixt  the  Sees  of  Cart' 
ierbury  and  York^  about  Supremacy.  As  this  was  in- 
tirely  an  Ecclefiadical  Controverfy,  it  does  not  appear 
that  this  Meeting,  which  was  before  the  King  and  Hu- 
bert^ the  Pope's  Legate,  at  IVindfor^  confifted  of  more 
than  the  PrelateSj  Abbots,  and  other  Ecclefiaftics  of 
the  Realm  ^ 

In 

I  Sir  Henry  SteJman  has  made  a  Collection  of  the  Law«  before  Magna 
Cbarta  ;  the  MS  now  in  the  Bcdieyan  Library,  bears  this  Title,  Cidtx 
Legam  veterum  et  Statutorum  Regni  Angliaf ,  qua  ab  Ingreffii  Willie'mi  uffi 
ad  Annum  nonum  Heniici  tertii  ediia  Junt\  k»c  efi  ante  ftrimum  istatutum 
omnium  imprejforum  in  Libris  Jurididi.  Mr.  Selden  and  Sir  Roger  Ixotfden 
have  alfo  tre.  ted  on  this  Subject.  And,  indeed,  if  the  old  Chtonicle  of 
Litchfield,  quoted  by  Mr.  Selden,  was  confirmed  by  aay  Contemporary 
Hiftorians,  there  is  Reafon  enough  to  believe  thefe  Law's  to  be  genuine.— 
But,  at  ii  is  not,  we  fliall  only  give  Biihop  Nicbolfons  Quoution  from 
that  Chronicle,  and  leave  it  to  the  Reader's  Judgment,  jinno  Gulielmua 
Regni  fui  quarto  tf^«^  London ias,  Conjiiit  Saronum  fuorum,  fecit  funmoniri 
fer  univerfos  Angliae  Ccmifatut  omnes  Nobiles,  Sapientesj  et  Jua  Lege  mr- 
ditos,  Mi  eorum  Legn  et  Ccnfuetudinei  audiret.    Et  licet  idem  Rex  Gulicimus 

Ltgn 
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In  the  Reign  of  Hfnry  I,  the  Concjucror's  youngeft  ^^g  ^«^  ^« 
Son,  Taxes  were  levied  arbitrarily  on  the  Sulyed,  as  in 
the  two  preceding  Reigns  of  his  brother  Ru/us  and  his 
Father.  In  his  nxth  Year  he  fet  a  Sum  upon  every  Pa- 
liib  Church,  and  forced  the  Incumbent  to  pay  the  Mo- 
ney to  redeem  his  Church.  In  the  eighth  \  ear  of  his 
£eign  he  had,  for  the  Marriage  of  his  Daughter  Maud^ 
3x.  for  every  Hide  of  Land  :  And,  fay  Hiftorians,  during 
his  whole  Reign  he  levied  a  conftant  annual  Tax  of  1 2^ 
on  every  Hide  of  Land.  It  does^  not  appear,  by  any 
Account  we  can  meet  with,  that  the  King  a(ked  the 
Confent  of  his  Barons,  or  People,  for  raifing  thefe  Sub- 
iidies,  tho'  there  were  fome  Conventions  ot  the  Eftates 
of  the  Realm  called  in  his  Time:  For  in  the  Year  ii  06,^"*°^^  J^^^ 
6ys  Matthevo  Paris^  Henry  convened  his  Nobles,  by  a 
fpecial  EdiAy  on  a  very  extraordinary  Occafion.  ^^^  uttoadptu 
elder  Brother  Robert^  whom  he  had  difpofiefled  of  his 
Right  of  Succeffion  to  the  EngHJh  Crown,  came  over 
from  Normandy  to  make  him  a  friendly  Vifit.  Henry^ 
being  jealous  that  this  Vifit  might  turn  to  his  Difadvan- 
tage,  and  being  more  afraid,  fays  our  Author,  of  Man 
than  God,  cajoled  his  Nobles,  by  craftv  Promifes,  to 
betroe  to  him;  and  next  thought  that  he  could  make 
up  the  Matter  with  God  by  the  building  of  an  Abbey, 
which  he  was  then  about  to  execute.  For  this  Reafon 
he  called  together  the  Great  Men  of  the  Realm  by  his 
Royal  Mandate,  fays  Paris  "»,  to  meet  at  London;  where  r  10  1 
he  firft  foftened  and  fweetened  them,  feparately,  by 
fmooth  Words  and  Expreffions,  and  then,  being  met  to- 
gether, he  made  a  Speech  to  them  as  follows :  Which 
Speech,  as  it  is  the  firft  that  came  from  the  Throne, 
only  prefer  ved  by  Matthew  Paris y  and  taken  Notice  or 
by  very  few  Hiftorians,  either  antient  or  modem,  that 
we  have  met  with,  juftly  claims  a  Place  in  our  Hiftory. 

My 

Legei  Norfolkue  it  Sufiblkizy  Grantbrigiie  et  Deirse  fuli  fu^nJsm  maxima 
Part  Danorum  tr  Norwegienftum  inbahitabatit)  prius  magis  approbaveratp 
ft  eoi  ptr  totum  Regnum  objervari  praceperat,  pro  eo  quod  omnn  Anttctfjores 
fJBSj  tt  fere  tmnes  Barents  Nonnajinise,  Norwegicnfei  extitijff'ent,  et  quod 
WKorwe^U^«/jM  nttnijftnt ;  pofiea  MdFrects  Communitatis  Anglorum, 
^tx  ttd^uitvit ;  qui  depreeati  funt  quattnus  pcrmitteret  fibi  Leges  propria^  «t 
C^MfetTiidiKes  aotiquas  habere^  in  quibus  vixerant  Patrcs  eorum,  et  ipji  in  eit 
tar:  et  nutriti  funt,  fcilicet  Leges  SanSii  Regis  Edwardi  Confeflbris,  ^t. 

S«alfo  Sir  Roger  Twijden^  Preface  to  the  Law«  ofPnWam  I.  and  Hen^ 
rj  I.  publi(hed  at  the  End  of  Lambard  de  prijcis  Anglorum  Ltgibus%  — ^ 
Cit.tab.   1644 

n  Regio  Edi3o  com/ocMtist    M«  Parity  fub  hoc  AnnPi 
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King  Btnry  I* 
His  Speech. 


Mv  Friends  and  faithful  Subjeds,  both  Foreigners  and 
Natives, 
^y*OU  all  know  very  well  that  my  Brother  Robert  was 
^  both  called  by  God  and  ele^ed  King  of  Jerufalem, 
v^ich  he  might  have  happily  governed ;  and  how  fhame" 
fully  he  refufed  that  Rule^  for  which  he  juftly  deferves 
God's  Anger  and  Reproof,  You  know  alfo^  in  many  other 
Inflames^  his  Pride  and  Brutality,  Becaufe  he  is  a  Man 
that  delights  in  War  and  Bloo^ed^  be  is  impatient  of 
•Peace  \  I  know  that  he  thinks  you  a  Parcel  of  contemptible 
Fellows  ;  he  calls  you  a  Set  of  Drunkards  and  Gluttons^ 
whom  he  hopes  to  tread  under  his  Feet,  /,  truly  a  King^ 
meek^  bundles  and  peaceable^  will  preferve  and  cherijh  y^u 
in  your  antient  Liberties^  which  I  have  formerly  [worn  to 
perform ;  will  hearken  to  your  wife  Counfels  with  Patience  ; 
end  will  govern  you^  JH/Hyt  ofter  the  Example  of  the  befi 
of  Princes.  If  you  defire  ity  I  will  flrengthen  this  Promife 
with  a  written  Charter  \  and  all  thtfe  Laws  which  the 
Holy  King  Edward,  by  the  Infpiration  of  Godj  fo  wifely 
tna^fedy  I  will  again  fwear  to  keep  inviolably.  If  you^ 
my  Brethren^  will  fiand^  by  me  faithfully ^^  we  Jhall  eaftly 
repulfe  the  flronge/i  Efforts  the  cruelleft  Enemy  can  make 
eigainfi  me  and  thefe  Kingdoms.  If  I  am  only  fupported 
by  the  Valour  and  Power  of  the  Englifh  Nation^  all  the 
weak  Threats  of  the  Normans  will  no  longer  feem  for-' 
midable  unto  me. 


["] 


Anno  Regni  7. 
1 107. 

At  bondtn. 


We  have  given,  from  the  old  Monk  of  5/.  Alban^s 
Latin^  the  Verfion  of  this  Speech  as  near  as  we  could, 
though  the  obfolete  Words  he  often  makes  vik  of  are 
difficult  enough  to  render.  Matthew  adds.  That  this 
'ii§§Sitig}xtoi  Henry  to  his  Nobles  had  the  defired  EfFcd, 
though  he  afterwards  broke  all  his  fair  Promifes  to  them  ; 
Duke  Robert  went  back  much  difgufted,  whom  his  Bro- 
ther foon  after  followed,  gained  a  Victory  over  him, 
took  the  Duke  Prifoner,  put  out  his  Eyes,  and  con- 
demned him  to  perpetual  Imprifonment. 

The  Year  after  this,  viz.  1 107,  the  fame  King  Henry 
caird  another  Convention  of  alUhe  Eftates  of  the  Realm 
to  fit  in  his  Royal  Palace  at  London,  This  Convention 
fome  modern  Hiftorians  have  honoured  with  the  Name 
tifParliamenty  and  would  prove  that  the  Commons  were 
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a  Part  of  it.  ^  Wc  know  not  where  they  find  Authority  King  Btiuj  I. 
for  (uch  an  Aflertion ;  the  old  Monkifh  Writers  ^,  who 
lived  near  this  Time,  call  it  no  more  than  a  Meeting 
of  all  the  Bifhops,  Abbots,  and  Nobles  of  the  Kingdom, 
to  whom  Anjiim^  Archbifliop  of  CanUrhurjj  was  Pro- 
locator. 

Indeed  this  Meeting  might  much  rather  be  called  a 
Conrocation  than  a  Parliament,  fince  nothing,  that  we 
can  find,  but  Church -Matters,  were  tranfafted  in  it.  la 
this  Aflembly  the  prohibiting  the  Priefts  the  Ufe  of  their 
Wives  and  Concubines  was  confidered;  and  the  Bifliops 
and  Clemrgranted  to  the  King  the  Correction  of  them 
for  that  Ofience ;  by  which  Means  he  raifed  vaft  Sums 
of  Money,  compounding  with  the  Priefts,  for  certain 
annual  Payments,  to  allow  them  the  Enjoyment  of  their 
Wives  and  Concubines  **. 

In  the  Year  1116  there  was  another  Convention  of  Aano  ftegni  A 
the  Nobles  and  Barons  fummoned  by  the  King  to  meet       ***^* 
axSaii/bury^.     At  this  Meeting   the  ^'^^^'c  Nobility  ^^^^^^^ 
did  Homage  to  him  and  to  Prince  ff^itiiamy  K\ngHenry'$       "    "^ 
ddefl  Son,  in  the  Prefence  of  the  Fadier  1.     The  Di- 
fpote  betwixt  the  Archbifliops  oi  Cantirbury  and  York^      [  12  ] 
about  Primacy,  was  alio  debated  at  this  Convention, 
which  was  all  the  Bufinefs  that  we  can  find  was  done 
at  it. 

This  Meeting  alfo  fome  of  our  more  modern  Hiflo- 
rians  ^  have  called  the  Foundation  of  our  High  Court  of 
Parliament.  The  Englijh  Kings,  fay  they,  before  this 
Tune,  ordered  the  AiFairs  of  the  Commonwealth  by 
Aeir  Edife,  Officers,  and  Governors  of  every  Country, 
and  feldom  had  the  Advice  of  the  People,  but  only  at 
the  Beginning  of  their  Government,  or  in  the  Time  of 

Igar. 

»  E^iem  Anw  fsSmt  efi  Conventut  Epijcoponm  et  Ahbafum  ptrittr  a 
Hagnatmm  Londoniis  in  Palatio  Regis,     M.  Paris,  Jub  hoc  Anno, 

CMvemtus  omnium  Efifcoporum,  Ahbatum,  et  Frocerum.  Simeon  Du* 
sdm.  inttr  Decern  Scnpt.  Hift,  Aogl. 

e  Axefit  enim  Rox  PecutUMm  rnfimtam  di  Prejbptrii  pf^it  Pocariii 
redimendis.     M.  Paris. 

fo€»ria  is  rendered  either  &  Houfe  Concubine^  or  a  Female  Drudge,  t 
VnXtitnSbeSy  &c, 

p  Cowvtntio  Ofttimatum  et  B^ronum  totius  Anglixe.  Simeon  Dunelnu 
inter  Decern  Script, 

<!  Vbi,  yuffit  Regis,  %Comites  et  Baronet,  cum  Clero  totius  Regni,  fihi  et  * 

WiUielmo  filio  fuo  Homagiim  fecerunt,    C^roir,  Johan,  Brompton  inter 
Dcccm  Script.  ^^ 

'  HoJliKgJbeadf  Speed,  Stow,  ^R 
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^QntHenrjh  War.  We  believe  it  will  be  hard  to  prove  that  this 
Meeting  was  any  Model  of  our  prefent  Parliaments,  there 
being  no  Similitude  of  them  in  any  Shape  whatever. 

Undef  this  King  the  People  of  England  began  to  re- 
cover again  and  grow  wealthy,  as  the  King  did  likewife : 
For  it  was  in  his  Time  that  the  Revenue,  arifing  from 
Crown  Lands,  was  adjufted  and  fixed  to  a  certain  Rate, 
fo  that  it  might  be  either  paid  in  Money  or  Provifions. 
And  this  {hews  that  as  the  People  in  general  began  to 
grow  rich  ;  fo  the  King,  by  attending  his  Affairs  at  home, 
as  well  as  thofe  abroad,  grew  rich  too;  infomuch  that, 
at  the  Time  of  his  Demife,  he  actually  left  in  his 
Coffers  the  Sum  of  100,000/.  befides  Plate  and  Jewels. 
A  Sum  that  would  amount  to  near  ten  Times  the  Value 
in  our  Times  •• 

ICing  SfifbtM.  In  the  turbulent  Years  of  King  Stephen's  Reign,  and 
during  the  bloody  Contefts  betwixt  him  and  Maud  the 
Emprefs,  for  the  Crown  of  England^  very  little  can  be 
expected  to  our  Purpofe.  There  were  no  regular  Tax* 
ations  at  this  Time ;  but  the  contending  Parties  main* 
tained  themfelves  chiefly  by  the  Plunder  of  each  other's 
Tenants.  Ncvcrthelefs  we  meet  with  one  Convention 
of  the  Eflatcs  in  this  Reicn,  and  that  was  in  the  very 
ifsT*'  ''  ^^^  Y^*^  ^f  »^>  ^^^  Stephen,  anxious  to  have  his  Title 
,  confirm 'd  by  their  Authorities,  fummon'd  all  the  Biihops 

Kt  Ostfrnl,  and  Nobles  of  the  Realm,  by  his  Royal  Edifl,  to  meet 
at  Oxford  for  that  Purpofe  ^  At  this  Meeting  Stephen 
ftgned  and  gave  a  moft  extenfive  Charter,  wherein  the 
Rights  and  Immunities  of  Holy  Church  were  largely  and 
principally  fccured  to  the  Clergy  of  all  Degrees  and  De- 
nominations. At  the  Tail  of  this  Charter  Stephen  al(b 
prqpifes  to  punifh  or  remove  the  High  Sheriffs,  or  any 
other  of  his  Officers,  that  (hall  ufe  any  unjufl  or  illegal 
Exadions  on  the  People ;  and  that  he  will  well  and 
truly  keep  all  the  good  old  Laws  and  Cufloms  in  all 
Cafes  whatfbever.  The  Barons  and  other  Great  Men, 
befides  the  Bifhops,  who  were  Witneffes  to  this  Char- 
ter, and  confequently  prefent  at  this  Convention,  were 
£13]  Roger  the  Chancellor,  Henry  the  King's  Nephew,  ^^- 
iert  Earl  of  Glouceftery  IViUiam  Earl  IFarren^  Ralph 

Earl 

■  Cdmpheir%  Lives  ofy^Jmirdls,  &c.  ad  Ed't.  Vol.  I.  p.  127. 
t  Epipopos  et  Proccres  fui  Regnit  Regali  Ediiig^  /«  Muum  (SKverrre  pr^* 
^pitn    Ric*  Prior  Hagulft.  inttr  Decern  Script. 
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Bart  "olChifttry  Roger  Earl  of  IVarwuk^  Robirt  i$  Veti^  Koi^  ^ttphiu. 
Milts  de  Glouctfiery  Robert  D'Oifyy  Brian  Son  to  the 
Earl  CmJlttbUy  fVilliam  Martel^  Hugh  Bygoty  Humphrey 
de  Bobwiy  Simon  de  BellocampOy  Sewer,  IViUiam  de  Al^ 
iamyj  MarteL  de  Albany^  Butlers,  Robert  d^  Ferrers^ 
William  Peverely  Simon  de  Sihane^i^  William  de  Alba* 
may  Hugh  de  S.  Clare^  Ilbert  de  Lacy ;  dated  at  Oxford 
in  the  Year  of  Chrift  m.c.xxxvi.  but  the  firft  of  hn 
Reign.  Richard^  the  Prior  of  Hexham^  from  whom  wc 
now  quote,  and  who  has  beft  preferved  the  Annals  and. 
AGts  of  this  King,  has  given  us  this  Charter ;  the  Pre-^ 
amble  to  which,  as  it  evidently  (hews  the  Title  by  whidt 
Stephen  claimed  the  Crown,  may  be  acceptable  to  the 
Header.     It  is  as  follows : 

T  Stephen,  by  the  Grace  ofGod^  the  Consent  of  the  Clergy 
•*  and  People^  being  eleBed  King  over  England,  and  con* 
ftarated  by  William  Archhijhop  (/Canterbury,  Legate  of 
the  Holy  Roman  Churchy  confirmed  by  Innocent,  Pontiff 
of  the  fame  See^  for  the  Refpe6l  and  Love  I  bear  to  God^ 
do  declare  Holy  Church  to  be  free^  and  do  confirm  all  due 
Reverence  unto  it^  iic. 

In  the  Year  1152,  when  Stephen  had  been  abroad  and  Anno  Regni  17. 
(etded  his  foreign  Affairs,  he  thought  proper,  at  his  Re-        "^** 
turn,  to  endeavour  to  fecure  and  eftablifh  the  Crown  of  ^^  inultM, 
England  upon  himfelf  and  Family ;  and  to  that  Purpofe 
called  a  general  Council  to  London;  that  is  to  fay,  Theo^ 
tald,  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury^  the  Bifhops,  and 
Great  Men  of  England ".     He  propofed  to  them  the 
Coronation  of  his  Son  Eufiace^  that,  fays  our  Author,  he 
might  deprive  Duke  Henry^  Son  to  the  Emprefs  Maudy 
of  his  Right  of  Succeflion ;  and  particularly  required  the 
Archbifbop,  to  whofe  antient  Right  it  belonged  to  con- 
fccrate  Kings,  to  perform  that  Office  upon  his  Son.  The 
Prelate  boldly  anfwer'd.  That  the  Pope,  by  his  Letters, 
had  forbidden  him  to  crown  or  anoint  his  Son,  becaufe 
he  himfelf,  contrary  to  his  Oath,  had  ufurp'd  the  King- 
dom.   .The  King,  his  Son,  and  all  that  favoured  them,      [  14  J 
were  terribly  angry  at  this  Repulfe,  and  fliut  up  all  the 
Bifhops  with  their  Primate  in  one  Houfe,  that,  by 
Threats  and  Terrors,  they  might  extort  that  which^ 

adds 

■  ArthitpifcopOt  Epijc^it  fUPjue,  et  Procerihus  Angliae.    CbrMt  Getvar. 
Cani.  tnur  Deccm  Script, 
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Kiitf  Ss^hiw,  adds  our  Authority,  neither  by  Price  nor  Pmycr,  thcy. 
couJd  prevail  in.  Some  of  the  Bifhops  were  intiaudated 
and  began  to  ftagger,  which  the  Primate  perceivingy 
found  Means  to  make  his  Efeape  out  of  the  Houfe,  and, 
getting  over  the  Thanus  in  a  Boat,  fled  to  Dovet^  and 
io  beyond  Sea.  For  bis  Refolution  in  this  Affair,  and 
Flight,  the  King  feised  upon  and  ^>oi]ed  all  his  Lands 
and  Poffsfions ' :  But  Stephen's  Circumftancea  bemg 
then  in  no  fuch  Plisht  as  to  wariam  tbofe  Proceedings^ 
he  was  foon  obliged  to  recall  the  Archbilliop,  and  maSce 
htm  Satisfadion  K>r  his  Depredations. .  Sufhen  died  iboa 
after,  and  was  fucceeded  by 

KinzHtmylh  Henry  II.  who  began  his  Reien  in  the  Year  1154* 
He  was  the  Son  of  Maud  the  Emprefs,  Daughter  to 
Henry  L  by  Maud  Daughter  of  Margaret  Queen  of 
Scotland,  In  this  Prince  the  antient  Royal  Saxon  Line 
was  reftorcd  to  the  Crown  of  England. 

Anno  Rcgni  a.  This  King  fummoned  a  General  Aflimbly  ",  or,  as 
*'56«        foxne  will  have  it,  a  Parliament,  in  the  fecond  Year  of 

AiWaUhzfQrd.  ^^^  ^^^g"*  ^^  tnttt  at  lVallwgford\  wherein  the  Bifhops 
and  Barons  fwore  to  the  Succeffion  of  hrs  Sons  WiHiam 
and  Henry ^  and  the  King  confirn)jsd  the  Charter  of  tlie 
Realm.     But, 

Anno  Rcgni  10.     In  -the  Year  1 164,  the  fame  King  Henry  called  toge- 

M^4i        ther  a  much  greater  Aflembly,  and  which  comes  the 

neareft  a  Parliament  of  any  Thing  we  have  yet  met  with. 

At  Claraufon.  This  Convention  of  the  Eftates  was  held  at  Clarendon^ 
ai>d  confifted,  as  Paris  writes,  of  the  ^  Archbifliops^ 
Bifliops,  Abbots,  Priors,  Earls,  Barons,  and  Nobles  of 
the  Realm ;  over  whom,  by  the  King's  Commands  yof^n 
de  Oxfordy  his  Chaplain,  was  made  Prefident.  In  this 
Aflembly  the  King  carried  it  with  a  very  high  Hand 
againft  the  Prelates  and  Holy  Church,  fay  the  Monkiih 
Writers,  and  even  forced  Thomas  a  Beckett  Archbifhop 
of  Canterbury^  with  the  reft  of  them  prefent,  to  fwear  to 
fixteen  Articles  drawn  up  for  that  Purpofe,  Thefe  Ar- 
ticles arc  at  large  in  Mat.  Parisy  Gervafe  of  Canterbury^ 

and 

t  Mat.  Paris  fays  that  iomt  of  the  Temporal  Lords  did  fwear  Allegiance 
to  Eufiace. 

w  Cotpvcfttus  f^cntrafts  Prafulum  et  Prtnci[>um.  Cbron,  Oervaf.  Cant* 
inter  Decern  Script. 

^  Arcbiepifcopi^  Epifcopis^  Abbatihyt^  Pricrihs,  Cimitihus,  Barwihus, 
PrQCtribui  Regni*     Mat,  Paiis, 
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and  other  old  Writers^  called  The  CoBftitutioms  of  Cla^l^MmBmylU 
rendon,  but  have  been  fo  often  copied  by  the  Moderng^ 
that  It  is  needlefs  to  infert  them  here.  Thomas  travelled 
to  Romey  and  was  abiblved  from  his  Oath  by  the  Pope; 
returned  back  to  England^  and  afterwards  bred  that  DU 
fiurbance  in  the  State  which  ended  in  his  own  Murder^ 
and  the  King's  ibaaieful  PcmuKo  for  having  a  Hand  in 
it. 

There  was  alfo  another  Convention,  or  Aifcmbly,  of  AnnftlUtw  ix 
the  Bifliops  and  Barons,  called  to  York  in  this  King's       ''7'* 
Reign,  v/z.  Jrmo  1171 ;  in  which  Aialcbolm  King  otAtTwk. 
Sciiiand^  and  hssi  Succeflbr  IViUiam^  apipeared  and  did 
Homage  to  Henry  for  that  Kingdom.     In  this  Meeting 
this  Subjec^on  is  faid  to  be  very  particular ;  lUlHam 
leaving  his  Breaft-Plate,  Sword,  and  Saddle,  which  wcse 
to  be  kept  in  the  Cathedral  Church  of  Tork  as  a  perpetual 
Memorial  of  it  '.  * 

In  the  Year  J176  this  King  Henry  at  Northampton y^^^'^f^v^ 
by  and  with  the  Advice  and  Confcnt  of  the  King  his        "^6. 
Son,  whom  he  had  caufed  to  be  crowned  fomeTimc  be-  AtNorthamptMn 
fore,  the  Bilhops,  Ear's,  Baroi>9,  Knights,  smd  others- J^, 
•  conftituted  and  appointed  Judiciaries,  in  fix  different 
Parts  of  the  Realm,  three  in  each  Diviiion ;  who  were 
fworn  to  execute  Juftice  impartiaJlr  to  every  one, 

Thcfc  Juftices  and  their  feveral  Diftrifts  are  particu- 
larly named  by  Roger  Hoveden^  but  are  not  confiftent 
with  our  Dedgn  to  mention  here.  Sufficient  it  is  to  fay 
that  the  Affizes,  Statutes,  or  Laws  of  this  King  Henry ^ 
made  fome  Time  before  at  Clarendon^  were  again  re- 
newed at  this  Convention,  and  the  new-made  JufticeS 
were  fworn  to  obfervc  them. 

Again,  in  the  Year  1186,  another  Convention  of  the  Anno  Regni  ji, 
Eftates  was  called  to  meet  at  Gayntington  *,  and  by  their        *  i^^- 
Confent  he  impofes  the  fame  Tax  upon  his  Subjefts  in  MtCayntinnQn. 
England  which  he  had  juft  then  levied  in  Normandy ^  and 
the  reft  of  his  foreign  Dominions.     This  was  impofed 
in  order  to  carry  on  a  War,  jointly  with  the  King  of 
France^  againft  the  Turks  and  Saracens^  for  the  Recovery      r    <  1 
of  the  Holy  Land :  But  the  Undertaking  failed  in  Em-      "•        -• 

bryoj 

X  H.  Knyghton  tnter  Decern  Script, 

y  Coram  Effifcopist  Comitibuit  Barom'ius,  Militibui  ct  aliis  Homini^ut 
Juiu    Kzd,  <ie  Diceto  inter  Decern  Script. 
R,  Hoveden,     Danier^  Hiftory  of  England. 
*  Since  call'd  Cajtoft,  in  N^rtbamptonjhirtt 
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%ia^Htn^lU  bryo ;  and  foon  after,  viz.  the  very  next  Year,  King 
Henry  II.  died. 

Taxes  feem  to  have  been  raifed  in  this  King's  Reign 
as  arbitrarily  as  before  \.  in  the  Beginning  of  it  there  was 
a  Scutage,  but  there  is  no  Account  what  it  amounted  to. 
A  fecond  Scutage  was  niade  in  the  fifth  Year  of  his 
Reign,  amounting  to  180,000/.  In  his  feyenth  Year  a 
third  Scutage  was  raifed  at  two  Marks  every  Knight's 
flftteslnhit  Fee ;  in  the  lath,  2x.  in  the  Pound  for  the  firft  Year^ 
***^  and   r  ^.  a  Pound  for  four  Years  after,  of  all  Rents 

and  Moveables ;  in  the  14th  of  his  Reign,  a  fourth 
Scutage  at  a  Mark  a  Knight's  Fee;  in  the  i8th,  a  fifth 
^cuuge,  uncertain  what  it  was ;  in  the  laft  Year  of  this 
King's  Reign,  a  Tenth  on  all  Moveables  for  the  Cm* 
&de\ 

King  Jt/c^tfrJ  I.      Richard  I.  furnamed  Cceur  de  Lioriy  was  the  third  but 
Amo  Re  ni      ^'^^^  furviving  Son  oi  Henry  II.  and  began  his  Reign  in 
n^T  ''  ^he  Year  1 189. 

In  this  King's  Reign  we  meet  with  a  Convention  of 

the  Eftates,  in  the  very  firft  Year  of  it.     At  this  Time 

the  French  King  fent  an  Amballador  to  acquaint  the 

King  of  England  that  he,  and  the.  whole  Nobleffle  of 

France^  had  fworn-  to  20  and  attempt  the  Refcue  of  the 

Holy  Land  from  the  Hands  of  the  Saracens;  and  invited 

Richard  and  his  Nobles  to  join  with  them  in  this  Hoi/ 

Undertaking.     Upon  this  r^mbafly  the  King  convenes 

the  Bilhops,  Earls,  and  Barons  of  the  Realm,  fays  Paris^ 

AtWipmnJUr.  to  meet  at  IVeJlminfltr  ^\  when,  acquainting  them  witb 

the  French  King's  Invitation,  it  was  readily  agreed  to 

accept  of  it  by  Richard  and  his  Peers.     The  King  and 

the  Nobles,  taking  the  fame  Oath,  fet  out  from  England 

J-        -,      fome  Time  after,  to  meet  the  French^  and  profecute  this 

^    ^  ^      Holy  War  with  their  joint  Forces. 

The  Profecution  of  this  Holy  War,  the  various  Suc- 
cefs,  and  glorious  Exploits  of  our  brave  Englijh  King 

and 

«  Antiently  there  were  computed  to  be  in  England  40,000  Knights* 
Fees  in  the  Pofleffion  of  Spiritual  and  Temporal  Perfons  j  Ibmc  Writers 
fay  60,000  Knights*  Fees.  5ww  quotcs^y«&fr /?««/>,  a  very  antient  M»- 
oufcript  Hiftorian,  who  writes.  That  there  were  found,  in  the  1 5th  Vcar 
of  the  Conqueror,  60,2  ]  i  Knights*  Fees  in  England,  A  Scutage,  in  After* 
I  J'eigns,  was  ufually  40  x,  on  each  Fee,  which  muft  amount  to  a  vaft  Sum 
of  Money  in  thofe  Days.  Stow%  Hijlory  of  Enghnd,  p.  I9i# 
.  b  At  London,  fays  Brompton* 

Rex  congregatis  Epifcopix^  Cemtibus,  et  Baronibtts  Regni  Pariiamcnttnm 
Londonls  babuit*    Chron,  Johan.  Brompton  inter  Decem  Script, 
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afid  his  Forces,  arc  copioufly  treated  on  by  M.  Paris^  Kios  Jti^hnfd  f. 

and  the  other  Monkilh  Writers  of  thofc  Times.     It  is 

neither  our  Defign  to  follow  him  into  the  Ea/i^  nor  at- 

tend  him  in  his  long  and  dangerous  Paflage  back  again. 

At  his  Return  he  found  that  his  Brother  John  had  been 

playins  the  Devil  with  him  at  home,  whilft  he  had 

been  nghttng  the  Lord's  Battles  abroad.     In  fbort,  he 

had,  in  Conjundion  with  the  French  King,  who,  upon 

a  Quarrel  in  the  Holy  War,  had  become  Richard's 

mortal  Enemy,  done  his  utmoft  to  difpofiefs  his  Brother 

of  bis  Kingdom.     And  it  coft  King  Richard^  after  his 

Keturn,  fome  Trouble  and  Blood  (bed  to  bring  John 

said  his  Party  to  their  due  Obedience. 

SooQ  after,  the  King  thought  fit  to  call  a  Parliament  Anno  Regni  $, 
at  Naiiingbam  ;  where  it  is  faid  by  fome,  that  Queen        "94- 
Eiionsr  his  Mother  was  prefcnt,  and  fat  on  his  Right  . 

Hand.  But  Roger  Hoveden^  who  is  very  particular  in  *^'"^  ^* 
hb  Account  of  this  AfTembly,  and  what  was  done  at  it, 
writes,  *  That  the  King  fat  in  State,  mthHuiert  fVedter^ 
i^rcbbifbop  of  Canterbury^  on  his  Right  Hand  ;  and 
Gegfry  Plantagenetj  Archbifliop  of  TorJty  on  his  Left  *=.* 
The  reft  of  the  Bllbops  and  Peers  that  compofed  this 
Meetiae,  and  are  mentioned,  were  Hugh  Pudfej^  Bilhop 
€f  Durham;  Hugh^  lX\Qio^  oi  Lincoln  \  William  Long-- 
ebampy  Bilbop  of  £//,  the  King's  Chancellor ;  lyilliam 
iiVire^  Biihop  of  Hereford^  Henry ^  BiOiop  of  WorceJier\ 
Henry  Marejbal^  Bifhop  of  Exeter  y  and  John^  Bifhop 
of  lyhitehaven  ;  David  Earl  of  Huntington^  Brother  to 
the  King  of  Scots ^  Hamelin  Earl  of  Warren^  Ralph  Blon- 
devile  Earl  of  Chefter,  miliam  Earl  of  Ferrers^  William 
Earl  €3/(  Sali/buryy  and  Roger  Bigot  Earl  MarjhalL  On 
the  firft  Day  of  their  Seffion,  which  was  March  29th, 
the  King  deprived  Gerhard  de  Canvile  of  the  PoflefHon 
of  the  Caftlc  of  Lincoln^  and  his  Office  of  Sheriff  of  that 
Shire ;  Hugh  Bardolph^  of  the  Caftles  of  York  and  Scar- 
hrmigh^  the  Cuftody  of  Wejimorelandy  with  the  Office  of 
Sheriff  of  Yorkjhire^  and  expofed  them  to  Sale*  The 
Archbifliop  of  York  bought  the  Sheriff's  Office  for  that  [  »8  ] 
County  for  3000  Marks,  and  an  annual  Rent  of  100 
Marks'*.  On  the  fecond  Day  the  King  demanded 
Judgment  againft  his  Brother  John^  for  having,  contrary 
to  bis  Oath  of  Fealty,  ufurped  his  Caftles,  and  entered 
Vol.  I.  B  into 

c  RttgeriH^'Hidtn  Annales^  P*  4>9«    ^  l^'M 
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KmiEicbard l.xnio  a  Confederacy  with  the  King  of  France  againft 
him  ;  as  alfo  againft  Hugh  de  Navanty  Biibop  of  Coven- 
tryy  for  adhering  to  hint  and  his  other  Enemies.  It 
was  determined  that  they  ihould  both  appear  upon  a 
Day  fixed,  to  anfwer  according  to  Law;  which. if  they 
refufed  to  do,  the  Earl  ibould'be  banifli'd,  and  theBifhop 
undergo  fuch  Penalty  both  from  Clergy  and  Laity  as  his 
Crime  deferved  •.     On  the  third  Day  the  Parliament 

f  ranted  to  the  King  two  Shillings  from  every  Plough- 
«and  in  England  ^ :  Befides  he  required  a  third  Part  of 
the  Service  of  every  Knight's  Fee  for  his  Attendance  in 
Normandy  J  and  all  the  Wool  that  Year  of  the  Cifiercian 
Monks,  which  being  judged  too  hard,  he  compounded 
with  them  for  a  Fine.  The  fourth  and  laft  Day  was 
fpent  in  hearing  and  determining  of  Grievances  and  Ac- 
cufations  ;  and  fo  this  Aflembly  broke  up  after  coming 
to  a  Refolution,  That  to  nullify  the  A<^  of  Submiffion 
which  Richard  had  been  obliged  to  perform  to  the  Em- 
peror, he  fhould  be  crowned  again  ;  which  accordingly 
was  performed  the  EajUr  following  at  Winchejier. 

The  moft  of  this  King's  fliort  Reign  was  fpent  in  this 

Crufade^  as  well  as  great  Part  of  the  Nation's  Money. 

In  the  firft  Year  of  it  a  Scutage  of  twenty  Shillings  was 

laid  on  every  Knight's  Fee.     In  the  fecond,  for  the 

Armament  to  carry  on   the  Holy  War,  two  Saddle 

Horfes  and  two  Sumptcr  Horfes  were  taken  of  every  City ; 

t  '9  J      of  every  Abby  one  Saddle  Horfe  and  one  Sumpter  Horie ; 

and  of  every  Manor  of  the  King's  the  fame  as  the  Ab- 

bies.    For  his  Ranfom,  when  Prifoner  to  the  Emperor, 

of  every  Knight's  Fee  twenty  Shilling  ;  a  fourth  Part 

of  the  Rents  of  the  Laity ;  a  fourth  Part  of  the  Rents 

of  fome  Clerks,  and  a  tenth  of  others ;  all  the  Gold  and 

Silver  the  Churches  had  ;  and  all  the  Wool  of  that  Year 

;  the  CiJUrciam  bad,  as  well  as  the  Monks  of  the  Order 

^  of  Sempringham^  who  never  were  taxed  before  ».    The 

Sum 

•  Jcbn  not  appearing  within  the  Time  limited,  the  King  caufed  Sen- 
tence to  be  pronounced  againil  him,  confifcating  all  his  Lands,  and  decla- 
ring him  incapable  to  fucceed  to  the  Crown*  The  Bi/hop,  two  Years  after, 
was  reftored  to  the  King*s  Favour  and  his  Bifhoprick  for  2000  Marks.-— 
VanieTt  Hiftory  of  Engiand, 

f  A  Tax  antiently  called  Temantale,  R,  Hoveden*  See  Temantalt  m 
yacoh*&  Law  Didionary. 

8  Nu/Ia  denique  Ecclefia,  nuJlus  Ordo,  mtllus  Gradus  vet  Sexus,  eft  frge^ 
Urmiff'ut,  jui  non  ctgtritur  td  LikeratUnan  Regis,    M»  Paris. 
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Sum  the  Emperor  demanded  for  King  RichariFsRzn'Kin$lUfianiU 
fom  was  1 50,000  Marks  of  Silver  ^,  For  Liberty  of 
Touroamenty  every  Earl  gave  20  Marks,  eveiy  B;yron 
10  Marks,  every  landed  Knight  4  Marks,  and  every 
Knight  of  Fortune  2  Marks.  In  the  Years  1185  and 
IJ96  were  raifed  the  Sum.  of  1,100,000  Marks,  but 
not  fatd  how ;  alfo  an  Aid  of  five  Shillings  of  every 
Plough-Land.  Great  Sums  were  alio  raifed  by  Seizures, 
Fines,  amd  Compofitions,  and  Sale  of  the  Demeihe 
Lands.  In  fine,  fo  much  Money  went  out  of  the  King** 
dom  on  this  expenfive  Crufade^  and  for  the  King's 
Ranibm,  that  fcarce  a  genuine  Coin  of  this  King's 
Stamp  is  to  be  met  with  in  the  Colledtions  of  the  Cu- 
rious. 

To  Richard  (jx^ttiei  John  his  Brother,  the  youngeft  King  Jtbn^ 
Son  to  Henry  11.  wbofe  Keign,  though  it  proved  very 
unhappy  and  troublefome  to  himfelf,  yet  it  chanced  to 
be  of  infinite  Service  to  his  Subjeds  and  all  their  Po- 
fterity. 

In  the  Year  1200,  the  firft  of  his  Reign,  he  called  to- Awio  Regni  u 
gether  the  Eftates  of  the  Realm  to  meet  at  Lincoln ;  where       **°®' 
alfo,  lay  our  Hiftorians,   he  had   fummoned  Wiltimn    AtLincoh. 
King  of  Scotland  to  appear  and  do  Homage  to  him  for 
^at  Kingdom.     The  Scots  King  came,  and  the  Cere- 
mony was  performed  on  a  Hill  near  Lincoln^  in  the 
Prcfence  of  all  the  Noblemen  of  both  Kingdoms,  and 
all  the  People*.     This  Convention  is  alfo  called  a  Par-      [  xo  1 
liament  by  forae  old  Writers  *,  tho'  for  what  Reafon 
we  are  not  able  to  learn,  for  there  were  no  Laws  of  any 

B  2  Kind 

^  Ooe  hundred  and  fihy  thouiand  Marks,  ad  Pordut  CoIoniK  Momt^ 
fmUice  frobatit.     Rad.  de  Diceto,  inter  Decern  Script.  ^ 

One  hundred  thoufand  of  which  Marks  was  all  which  could  then  be 
nilcd,  and  at  ork%  paid  down,  amounting  to  upwards  of  i94>ooo  /.<  of 
•sr  preient  Money,  as  Mr.  Fclkti  has  ihewn  in  his  Table  of  Silver  Coins> 
p.  142  and  t66. 

In  this  King's  Reign  Hubert ^  Archbifliop  o(  Canterbury,  gave  thia  at  g 
Reason  for  hi*  withdrawing  from  the  Adnunhiration,  That  there  had  been 
levied  on  the  Subjeds^  in  the  Years  1I95  and  1 196,  the  Sum  of 
f,  100. 1000/.  which,  according  to  Dr.  Dtfvr/jtfif/,  an  ingenious  and  ju* 
didous  Writer,  was  equal  to  Eleven  Millions  in  our  Times.  CampbelCt 
Live*  af  EagUJb  Admirals,  vol.  I.  p.  196,  id  Edit, 

i  Cermm  Optimatibus  »triufgue  Rcgni  et  omni  Pefmlo*  Knyghton^  inter 
Decern  Script* 

k  Hex  Johannes  in  Angliam  ex  Normania  reverftu,  Parliawuntum  fuum 
v^jye  Lincolmajn  cen<'9(averar^    Ctron,  J.  Brompton  inter  Decem  Script. 
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^e  ParRamenfdy  History 

Kind  enaded  at  it.  But,  in  the  Year  1204,  ^nd  the 
fifth  of  )u»  Reieo,  we  And  a  Meeting  of  the  Nobles 
called,  much  liKer  a  Parltameot  than  the  laft '  ;  they 
nwt  at  Oxford  on  the  fecond  of  Joimaryj  but  by  what 
Writ  they  were  fummoned  is  not  fpecified.     Here  was 

Cnted  to  the  King  two  Marks  and  a  Half  of  every 
ight's  Fee  ;  nord'td  the  Bifliojps  or  Abbots,  or  other 
of  the  Clergy,  depart  withoitf:  a  Promife  of  the  fame. 

The  Storm  betwixt  this  King  and  his  Barons  begin  • 
sing  to  grow  high,  Stephen  Langton^  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbtfry^  inlerpofed,  and  with  much  ado  prevailed 
upon  John  to  call  a  Parliament,  or  Convention  of  Eftates, 
which  met. at  London  in  St.  P^w/'s Cathedral  on  the 
25th  of  Auguft  in  this  Year.  Here  the  Archbifhop  pro- 
duced a  Charter  of  King  Henry  I.  which  he  faid  he  had 
ibttod  bjr  Chance,  and  by' which  he  granted  to  his  People 
their  antient  Liberties,  which  had  been  violated  by  the 
«njuft  Exadions  of  bis  PredecefTors,  fuch  as  were  ac- 
cording to  the  Laws  of  King  Edward^  and  with  thofe 
Amendments  which  his  Father,  by  the  Counfel  of  his 
Baron^,  did  ratify.  This  Charter,  which  is  flill  extant 
10  M.  Peris^  beiing  read  amongft  the  Barons,  they  were 
nrach  rejoiced  at  it^;  and  fwore  in  the  Prefence  of  the 
Archbifhop,  that  for  thefe  Liberties  they  would,  if  Need 
recftiiied,  fpend  their  Blood  ;  and  making  an  Agreement 
with  the  Prelate  to  that  End,  they  broke  up  without 
any  Anfwer  from  the  King. 

Now  we  come  to  the  Time  when  Magm  Charta^  or 
the  Great  Charter  of  our  Liberties,  was  granted,  or  rather 
forced  from  this  King  by  his  Barons.  This  being  the 
Fundamental  Part  of  our  Englijh  Laws,  flands  in  the 
Front  of  all  our  printed  Statutes,  and  is  the  great  Bui-, 
wark  betwixt  the  Power  of  the  Crown  and  the  Liberties 
of  the  Subjed:  For  having  been  frequently  renewed  and 
confirmed  by  feveral  AGts  of  Parliament,  it  is,  by  the 
ableft  Lawyers,  called  VEftaiute  de  Magna  Chart  a  ^ 
Ckarta  Liheriatum  Regni^  Communis  Libertas,  and 
Chartre  de  Franchifes.  The  Reafon  of  its  being  called 
Magna^  fays  one  ""  great  Man  of  the  Law,  is  becaufe  of 

the 

1  Ke9  &  Magnatn  Aogliae  converteruMt,  opudOxovXvxk  ad  Colloquium^ 

M.  Faris» 
^  Coke*t  JnfiitutiS,  Lib,  ii.  Cap,  3,    A  poor  Cingle. 
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the  great  Weightinefe  aad.  weighty  GrealAefs  of  Xhe^^tJ*^* 
Matter  contained  in  it.  a      n     •  ^ 

This  Charter  was  firft  granted  in  Form  by  King  Jcbm^  ,^ 
in  the  (Ixteenth  Year  of  his  Reign»  after  a  Jong  Series  of 
Gvit  War  between  hiiii  and  bis  Bafons,  of  whJK^  our 
Chronicles  give  a  flielancboly  and  terrible  Defeciptton. 
The  King  being  at  laft  bard  put  to  it  by  the  Barons,  de- 
ferted  aloioft  by  every  one,  and  havings  aa  M*  Paris 
writes,  only  ieven  Lords  about  his  Pei fon,  thought  it  high 
Time  to  footh  his  other  angry  Nobles,  and  the^ore  knt 
U^UHam  Manfcbal^  Eari  ^rimbrskt^  with  Ibme  others^ 
to  th^  Lords,  then  at  JJmihn^  %o  tell  them  that  he  wt>idd 
gram  the  Lavi^  and  Liberties  they  deiir^d.  The  Am* 
baflador  and  bis  Meflage  were  received  with  greaC  Joy 
by  the  Barons,  who  appoiaif d 4^Tiaie  and  Plaoe^  aocaord^ 
log  to  the  King's  Deftre,  iot  the  Meeting. 

This  great  Aflembly  of  the  King  and  the  Barons  was 
in  a  Place  betwixt  IVindfor  and  Siaim^  called  JSjiw;- AtJ^w^T*^** 
nudi^^  which  is  irrterpreted,  fays  MaU  W^ifimk^^^ 
the  Mdad^w  9f  Cwncil ;  becaufe,  adds  he,  in  atitient 
Times  the  Peace  of  the  Kingdom  had  been  frequently 
treated  on  in  that  Place.  On  the  15th  oijune^  I2i5» 
the  King  and  Nobles  m^  in  this  Meadow  $  on  ihe 
King's  Side  appeared  whb  hiin  tlie  Archbifhcps  of  Cam^ 
terhury  and  Dublin^  the  Bi&ops  of  London^  Wmchejhr^ 
IahcqIh^  Bathj  Worcejler^  CJic/tf«/ry,  and  Racbi/itr\  Pmm^ 
dulph^  the  Pope's  Agent,  and  Mafter  of  the  Order  of 
Templars  in  England:  Of  Noblemen,  fViUiam  Mau^ 
fchal  Earl  of  Pimbroke^  the  Earls  of  Salifiury^  ff^arrm^ 
and  Arundil'y  Alan  de  Galewey^  IVttUam  Fstsc^ald^ 
Peter  Fitzherbert^  Thomas  Baffn^  Matihiw  Fkv£irb€rt^ 
Jlau  Bajfet^  Hugh  de  NeviUy  Hubert  de  B^rg^  Robett 
de  Roppelayy  J^hn  MareJchaU^  and  PhtUp^  de  Albmey. 
On  the  Part  of  the  Barons,  fays  Paris^  appeared  Aich  a  [  22  1 
Number,  that  it  feem'xl  as  if  aB  the  Nobility  iAEa^and 
were  colle<Skd  into  one  Body.  At  length,  adds  omt 
Author,  after  they  had  treated  on  various  Subje<%,  the 
Kii^,  knowing  full  well  ihat  his  Strength  was  flmch 
inferior  to  that  of  the  Barons,  without  the  |eaft  feeming 
ReluiSance,  agreed  to  feveral  Articles,  and  confirmed 
them  by  his  Charter. 

B  3  Neitt 

a  Mat,  Weftminfitr  calls  it  Runnemed  \  and  M,  Parit,  Runingemund, 
This  Meeting  was  properly  neitlter  a  Coavention  nor  a  ParliaiBcat^  fince 
not  caiiM  bj  the  Kbg. 
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King  John*  Ncxt  follows  thc  Charter  at  Length  in  M.  Parisy  as 

Ciatt  dtF0n0a  ^^''  *^  '^^  Charta  de  Fore  ft a^  granted  at  the  fame  Time  ; 
^  which  Foreft-Laws  and  Cuftoms,  as  they  coiHd  not  be 
inferted  in  the  fame  Schedule  with  the  former,  by  reafon 
of  their  Length,  fays  Paris^  made  a  different  Inftrument, 
and  was  witnefled  accordingly.  Both  thefe  Charters 
have  been  fo  often  printed  and  publiflied  in  various  Au- 
thors and  Forms,  that  it  is  iinneceflfary  here  to  fay  any 
moref  about  them ;  particularly  they  have  lately  had  great 
Juftice  done  to  them  in  a  pompous  Work  pubiiibed  by 
fFilUam  Blackjidtie^  Efq;  Vinerian  Profcffor  of  the  Laws 
of  England y  at  Oxford  **.  This  Gentlemen  has  traced 
.  thefe  Charters,  very  learnedly  and  painfully,  from  the 
original  granting  of  them,  through  the  feveral  Attempts 
of  our  Kings  to  caflate  or  infringe  them,  to  their  final 
Confirmation  and  Eflablifhment.  A  Work  which  re* 
fleAs' great  Honour  upon  the  Author,  and  worthy  of  the 
Attention  of  every  Englijhman  that  would  dinderftand  the 
Laws  and  Liberties  of  his  Country. 

That  our  Readers  mav  the  better  underfland  to  whofe 
Memories  they  are  indeoted  for  great  Part  of  their  pre- 
fent  Liberties,  it  will  not  be  amifs  to  give  the  Names  of 
twenty-five  Lords  who  were  chofen  by  the  refl*  and 
fworn  to  fee  that  this  Royal  Charter  was  confirmed  by 
the  Pope's  Bull  for  the  greater  Security  of  it.  The 
Titles  and  Names  were  as  follow:  The  Earls  oiClan^ 
jflbimarle^  Gloucefter^  Wmchejiir^  and  Hereford  \  Roger 
Bigot  of  Norfolk y  Robert  de  fere  of  Oxford^  Earl  Mare^ 
fchaly  jun.  Robert  Fitzwalier^kn.  Gilbert  de  Clare^  Eu^ 
Jface  de  Vefcy^  Hugo  Bigot ^  William  de  Mulbray^  William 
de  Huntingfilde^  Richard  de  Mountfitchet^  William  de  Al^ 
iinetOf  the  Mayor  of  London^  Gilbert  Delaval^  Robert  de 
RoSy  the  Conftable  of  Chejier^  Richard  de  Percy ^  J^^^ 
Fitzrobertj  William  Malletj  Geofry  de  Say^  and  Roger 
de  Mulbray.  To  thefe  Lords  were  alfo  fworn,  as  Co- 
adjutors and  fubfervient  to  them,  the  Earls  of  Arundale 
and  Warren^  Henry  D*Oity<,  Hubert  de  Burgy  Matthew 
Fitzherberty  Robert  de  Pinkeniy  Roger  HufcarUy  Robert 
de  Newbury^  Henry  de  Ponte  AudomarK^  Radulph  de  la 
HaiCf  Henrv  de  Brentfeldj  Garim  Fitzgerald^  Thomas 
Baffety  William  de  Rokelanty  William  de  Saintjohany  Alan 
Bajfety  Richard  de  Ripariisy  Hugo  Benevaly  Jordan  de 

Saukvill^ 
a  Oxfird,  at  the  Clartndm  Piefst    m.i>cc.lix« 
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Sauivilly  Rad.  Mujkard^  Richard Sihfleuvafty  Robert  de^n%yebti. 

Ropelayy   Andrew  de  Beaucamp^    Walter  de  Duneflahle^ 

Walter  Foliothy  John  Faukes^  John  Marefchall^  Philip  de 

Jlbeniy  William  de  Parco^  Radulph  de  Normanvile^  Wil- 

liamde  Perci,  William  Agailun^  Engerus  de  Pratefty  Wil^ 

liamdeCinnty  Ruger  de  Zuche^  Roger  Fitzbarnard^  and 

Gee  fry  de  Cracumbe.  Thefc  all  fwore,  fays  Paris^  to  obey 

the  Commands  of  the  aforefaid  twenty-five  Barons;  and 

all  tbefe  together  make  up  the  Lift  of  the  principal  Per- 

fons  that  compofed  this  Grand  Aflembly.     The  King, 

however,  was  not  over  willing  to  ftick  to  thefe  Charters 

of  Liberties,  but  had  many  Struggles  with  his  Barons 

afterwards,  in  order  to  difannul  them/    He  died  the 

Year  following,  and  left  his  Kingdom,  deeply  involved 

in  this  Civil  War,  to  his  eldeft  Son  Henry  **.  r     ' 

Henry  IIL  began  his  Reign  in  the  Year  121 6,  he\ngK\si%  Henry  llU 
then  only  Nine  Years  of  Age.  At  a  very  dangerous 
and  troublefome  Period  did  this  young  King  come  to 
the  Crown  ;  the  Kingdom  full  of  intelline  Broils,  and 
a  foreign  Enemy,  headed  by  Lewis  the  French  King's 
Son,  in  the  Heart  of  it.  But  the  Barons,  foon  after, 
finding  it  their  own  Interefl  to  unite,  did  fo,  and  drove 
Lewis  out  of  the  Kingdom ;  and  all  Things  went  on 
in  an  amicable  Manner  during  the  King's  Minority. 

There  are  fome  Inftances  of  Parliaments,  or  Con- 
ventions of  the  Barons,  Wr.  being  called  in  the  Mino-^ 
rity  of  this  King,  in  Dr.  Blackflone's  Introdudion  to 
Magna  CA^r/^,.  before-mentioned  ;  particularly  one  in         ^^,_ 
the  Year  12 17,  A;  R.  IL  ztLondon^  which,  the  Do6lor  -  -  -H*^ 
lays,  has  efcaped  the  Notice  of  all  our  andent  Hiftorians, 
as,  doubtlefs,  he  adds,  many  others  have  done.  At  this 
Meeting  the  King's  Minifters,  in  the  Name  of  their 
young  Mafter,  thought  fit  to  ratify  and  confirm  the  two 
Charters  granted  by  his  Father  p.     But  we  have  no  ab- 
folate  Certainty  of  any  more  till  in  the  Year  1223,  a  i£!!?^^8ni  8. 
Meeting  of  the  Barons,  or  a  Parliament,  was  fummoned  ^^' 

to  London  ;  where  the  King  met  them,  January  13th,    AiLondw. 
the  (ame  Year  ^.     At  this  Conference  the  Archbifhop 

of 

o  There  were  feveral  Scutages  in  this  King's  Reigiij  but  as  they  were 

aTbitrarily  and  varioiifly  colle£*ed,  they  do  not  dcferve  Notice  j  who  will 

may  fee  them  in  a  jnodcxn  Hiftorian.     See  Carte^i  Hiftory  sfEMfland, 

Vol.1,  p.  844. 

9  SttBisekfljnis  Mag.  Char,  (ntrod.  p.  xxxix,  and  Note  {t J  ^-fif-  »^« 

^  Rex  fid  Londonias  verJtns  turn  Baronihus  ad  Cef/ofuium,     M,  Paris« 
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King  Henry  III.  of  Canterbury^  Stephen  Langton^  and  other  great  Mcn» 
requefted  the  King  that  he  would  confirm  the  Liherties 
and  free  Cuiloms  for  which  a  War  was  made  with  his 
Father  j  urging,  moreover.  That  when  Lewis  left  Eng- 
land^ both  the  King  and  all  the  Nobility  had  fworn  to 
obferve,  and  caufe  to  be  obferved,  thofe  Liberties  \  and 
therefore  he  could  not  refufe  to  do  it.  Upon  which 
JVilliam  Bn'werey  one  of  the  King's  Council,  replied, 

*  That  the  Liberties  they  defired  were  violently  extort- 
ed, and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  obferved.'  The  Arch- 

r  24  1  biiliop  of  Canterbury  in  a  PafSon  reproved  him,  and 
faid,  *  That,  if  hcf  loved  the  King,  he  would  not  hinder 
the  Peace  of  the  Kingdorn.'  The  King,  feeing  the 
Prelate  much  moved  on  the  Occafion,  afTured  them, 

*  That  he  had  bound  himfelf  by  an  Oath  to  preferve 
their  Liberties,  and  what  was  fworn  he  would  obferve.' 
And  having  called  a  Council  he  forthwith  fent  his  Let- 
ters to  all  the  Sheriffs  in  the  Kingdom,  to  make  Inquiry 
by  the  Oaths  of  twelve  Knights  or  legal  Men,  in  every 
County,  whit  were  the  Liberties  ot  England  in  the 
Time  of  King  Henry  his  Grandfather,  and  to  make  a 

.  Retura  of  them  to  London  fifteen  Days  after  Eafter, 
Anno  Regoi  9.  The  next  Year,  1 224,  the  King  met  the.  Archbiffaops, 
'^H*  Bifhops,  Earls,  Barons,  .aod  many  others  %  fummoned 
AiN9rtimmpton,  to  appear  at  Northamptsn^  to  treat  about  the  Affairs  of 
the  Kingdom.  The  King  being  willing,  fays  Parisy  to 
take  the  Advice  of  his  Great  Men  ',  concerning  his  fo<* 
reign  Dominions,  which  the  King  of  France  had  that 
in  his  PoffefSon.  But  their  Negotiations  were  inter- 
rupted by  a  fmall  Rebellion,  which  at  that  Time  broke 
out  very  neaj  them.  One  Falcaftus^  or  Fauke  dt  Brent ^ 
had  feized  upon  Braihrooke^  one  of  the  King?$. itinerant 
Juftices,  for  fettlng  a  Fine  upon  him  for  committing 
rhuch  Spoil  and  Rapine  in  the  Country,  and  had  impri- 
foned  him  in  his  Caffle  at  Bedford,  The  King  and  his 
Great  Coundl  being  mucli  fcandalized  at  fuch  a  bold 
Proceeding,  ordered  the  Caffle  to  be  befiegcd ;  which 
it  was,  and  taken,  and  24  of  the  Garrifon  hang'd  up  on 
the  Walls  of  it.  The  Rebel  himfelf  found  Means  to 
fly  into  IVales ;  but,  by  the  Interceffion  of  a  Biihop,  he 
was  introduced  to  the  King,  fell  down  at  his  Feet  and 

implored 

T"  Convenerurtt  ad  CoUoquium  apud Northampton,  ^ex  cum  ArcbUpifcop'ts^ 
Spifccpis,  Comitibut,  Baronibui,  cum  muitii  aiiis,     Jkl.  Paris. 
<  Vti  C^rifiUo  Magnatum*    Ibid. 
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implored  hb  Mercy,  urging  his  (brmer  Senrices  for  bii'^s**^  "*• 

Pardon.     The  King,  by  the  Advice  of  hb  Council,  ill* 

ving  firft  taken  from  bino  his  Cafties^  Lairda^  and  Goodt^ 

cooimitted  him  to  the  Cuftody  of  the  Bifhop  of  L9mdm 

rjli  further  Orders.     After  this  the  Aflembiy  granted  to 

the  King,  for  bis  great  Trouble  and  Expences,  2  r«.  of 

every  Plough-Land ;  and  the  King,,  in  return,  granted 

the  Barons  two  Marks  Sterling  of  every  Knigbt'a  Fe«^      [25] 

to  be  levied  on  their  Tenants. 

King  Hgnry  kept  his  Chriflmas  at  Wefiminfitr  in  the  Anno  Regni  lo. 
Year  1225,  where  it  appears  that  the  Barons,  ^c^  wc^B•^^i**5•  ia.VLj 
fummoned.     Here  it  was  that,  in  a  very  foil  AfleroUy  '  ^^  Wepmnf»^ 
of  both  Clergy  and  Laity,  Huf^^  de  Burgb^  the  Kiiig*B 
Jufticiary,  in  the  Prefence  of  them  all,  declared  '  The 
^  Damages  and  Injuries  the  King  fuftained  in  bis  Doiim«> 

*  nions  beyond  Sea ;  wherein  not  only  the  King,  but 
'  alio  feveral  Earls  were  thrown  out  of  their  Pofidfione. 

*  That,  feeing  many  were  concerned,  the  Affiftance 

*  ought  to  be  proportionable;  he  therefore  required  their 
^  Couniel  and  Aid,  that  the  Royalties  of  the  Crown,  and 

*  their  antient  Riehts,  might  be  recovered ;  for  the  re* 

*  trieving  of  which,  he  thought,  the  fifteendi  Part  6f  all 

*  Moveables,  both  of  Eccle&ftics  ancl  Laics,  would  be  ' 

*  fufficient.'  This  being  moved  by  the  Chief  Juftke, 
the  Peers,  after  fome  £>eIiberation,  returned  this  Anfwer 
to  the  King :  '  That  they  would  readily  fatbfy  his  De* 

*  mands,  if  he  would  grant  to  them  their  long-defired 

*  Liberties/  To  tbb  the  King  confented,  and  Char- 
ters were  foijthwith  writ^  and  fealed  with  the  King's  Seal^ 
and  one  direded  to  every  County  in  England,  To  tbt 
Counties  alfo,  where  there  were  Forefts,  two  Charter^ 
were  directed ;  one  concerning  their  common  Liberties, 
and  the  others  the  Liberties  of  the  Foreft.  The  Tenot 
of  thcfe  Charters  are  the  very  fame  with  thofe  of  King 
y^bn.  A  Month  after  EaRer^  a  Day  was  fet  to  chvft 
twelve  Knights  and  legal  Men  ",  who,  upon  Oath» 
ibould  diftinguifli  the  new  Forefts  from  the  old  ones  ; 
and  whatever  Forefts  were  found  to  be  madeafter  theCo« 
ronation  qf  Htnry  IL  were  forthwith  to  be  difaftbrefted. 

The  Council  being  ended.  Charters  were  carried  to 
every  County  j  and,  by  the  King's  Command,  every 

one 

t  C^ram  jtrcbiepifcopis,  Epifcop-Sf  Comitibus,  Baromkuf,  tt  aliii  Vni'* 
merft,     M.  Parii. 
«  Dwodidm  MiliUi  et  Bmities  ttgahs,    lUd, 
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JUag  Biary  VEL  one  fwom  to  obfcrve  tbem.  The  Way  and  Manner  of 
Jevying  this  Fifteenth  was  direded  by  the  King ;  and 
[  2^  ]  becaufe  it  is  very  particular  to  know  how  Fifteenths  were 
raifed  in  thole  Days,  Dr.  Brady  has  printed  the  Record 
of  it  in  his  Jpptndix  ^.  In  this  Parliament  alfo  the  Ba- 
rons granted  the  King  the  Wards  and  Marriages  of  their 
Heirs,  which  proved,  what  it  was  then  called  by  thofe 
who  had  a  View  into  the  Confequences  of  Things,  Ini- 
tium  Mali. 

The  fame  Year,  in  the  Month  of  March^  another 

Affismbly  of  the  Gre^lt  Men  was  called ;  but  nothing 
more  was  done  at  it  than  the  Trial  of  FaUaJius  it  Brent ^ 
the  Rebel  aforefaid ;  when  the  King,  with  the  Confent 
and  Advice  of  the  Nobles,  condemned  him  to  perpetual 
Baniibment.  This  Man,  fays  Paris^  at  his  going  on 
Shipboard  to  his  £xile,  with  Tears  in  his  Eyes,  bid  the 
JMdSengers  that  conduced  him  tell  the  King,  <  That 
^  whatever  he  had  done  was  by  the  Inftigation  of  the 
<JE«^/r/&  Barons  V 

Thus  far  Matters  went  very  even  betwixt  this  King 
and  his  Barons ;  but  now  flenry^  being  arrived  at  Man- 
hood, wanted  to  knock  off  the  Shackles  which  were  im- 
pofed,  as  he  thought,  on  the  Royal  Prerogative,  by  the 
granting  of  the  Great  Charter,  (^c.  notwithftanding  he 
had,  at  his  Coronation,  fworn  to  keep  them  inviolably^ 
and  had  publickly  confirmed  this  Oath  at  feveral  Times 
..  ^^^     after.  a 

AnnoRegniii". '    To  this  Purpofe,  in  the  Year  122^,  at  an  Affembly 

ia26.        of  the  Peers,  called  to  meet  together  at  Oxford^  the  King 

At  Oxf^d,    ^^  them,  *  That  fincc  he  was  now  arrived  at  a  lawful 

^,  Age,  for  the  future  he  would  be  releafed  from  the  Go* 

*  vemment  of  others,  and  take  the  Reins  of  it  into  his 
<  own  Hands/     He  then,  by  his  Authority,  cancelled 

*  Magna  Charta  and  Charta  de  Forefla^  giving  this  Rea- 
ibn,  ^  That  thofe  Charters  of  Liberties  were  made  and 

,         *  *  figned  when  he  was  not  his  own  Mailer)  but  under  the 

f  Government  of  others,  and  confequently  could  not  be 

*  valid,  becaufe  he  was  not  bound  to  keep  what  he  was 

*  forced  to  promife^.'  This  Declaration,  hys  Paris ^ 
made  very  great  Murmuring  in  the  Aiiembly ;  and  all 

afcribed 
V  See  ihtjippendix  to  Dr.  Bradfi  Com^leat  JHfiory,  from  Pat.  9  H,  111. 
M.  7.  Dorfi, 

»  Jnftinhu  Ma  jorum  Rfgni  Anglise  fecijfe*     M,  Parb. 

y  Qtm  Ktcfui  Corforii  out  Stgtlli  aiijuam  fot^/Utim  babuirit%    Ibid« 
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afcribcd  this  Adof  the  King's  to  the  Advice  of  his  Prime  ^5  ^«0f  '"• 

M&oijfter^  Hubert  dt  Burghy  at  that  Time  Chief  Juftice 

^  Englmd'j  who,  adds  our  Authority,  was  grown  fo 

jDuch  in  the  young  King's  Favour,  that  no  Advice  but  his 

own  was  the  leaft  regarded.  At  the  fame  Time,  it  was 

told    the  Churchmen,  ^  That  the  King  intended   to 

maintain  their  Liberties,  provided  they  would  all  take 

OttC  new  Charters,  efteeming  the  old  ones  as  no  waya 

▼altd.     And,  as  a  more  mortal  Wound  to  the  Clergy, 

a  Fine  was  laid,  not  according  to  their  Abilities,  but 

what  the  Prime  Minifter  demanded,  that  they  were 

obliged  to  pay. 

In  the  Year  1232,  the  King  kept  his  Cbriftmas  at  AnnolUgni  i6» 
Wimchiftit^  and  upon  the  7th  of  Mm^cb  following  he  "*5*' 
met  the  Nobles,  as  well  Prelates  as  Laics,  at  fFtftmin-  AtfT^tfier. 
Jigr  * :  To  whom  he  declared,  *  That  his  late  Expedi- 
tion abroad  had  involved  him  in  very  great  Debt,  by 
which  he  was  now  abfolutely  obliged  to  require  a  gene- 
ral Aid.'  To  this  Demand  Ranulpby  Earl  of  Cbeftir^ 
repJied,  in  the  Name  of  the  Noblemen,  *  That  the 
J£arls,  Barons,  and  Knights  who  held  of  the  King,  in 
Capitis  had  perfonally  ferved  him,  and  had  been  at  great 
Expence  to  no  Purpofe ;  whereby  they  were  reduced  to 
Poverty  j  and  therefore,  of  Right,  thev  owed  no  Aid  to 
the  King  at  that  Time.'  Then  the  Lay  Lords,  afking 
Leave,  departed.  The  Prelates,  Vc.  anfwered  for  their 
Parts,  *  That  many  fiifhops  and  Abbots,  who  were 
Aunmoned,  were  not  yet  come  up ;  and  therefore  de* 
iired  that  it  might  be  deferred,  and  a  Day  appointed  for 
all  to  meet  together,  and  confult  what  ought  to  be  done 
in  that  Bufmefs.'  The  King  agreed  to  this,  and  the 
Meeting  was  fixed  to  be  fifteen  Days  after  Eafttr. 

Some  Time  after  this  a  great  Storm  was  raiYed  againft 
Hubert  de  Burgby  the  King's  Prime  Minifter,  and  ChieF 
Juflice  of  England:  He  was  accufed  of  feveral  very  high 
Crimes  and  Mifdemeanors,  recounted  at  large  by  M» 
Paris  :  That  he  had  been  guilty  of  fevei^l  treafonable 
Pradices,  and  given  treacherous  Advice  to  the  King ; 
much  to  the  Prejudice  of  both  him  and  the  Kingdom :  That 
be  bad  procured  fH/liam  Lmgefpee  Earl  of  Sali/bury^  L  28  J 
jyilliam  Marefchal  Earl  oiPembrake^  Falcafius  de  Brent ^ 

and 

*  CcmmtfTMWt  ad  Cclhqmxm  tf/vi/ Weftmonafleriumj  ^yoctuionem  Rtr 
lih  M^gn4t€S  Ao^Uae;  Mn  Praiati  ^uom  Laid,    M •  Paris. 
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^^Htmy4ll,2X^  RiSard  fPitbir/hed  Archbilhop  of  Caik4tbury^  to 
be  poifoned  :  That  be  had  gained  the  King's  Affe<^ion8 
by  Sorcery  and  Witchcraft.     He  was  accufed  aKo  of 
Injuftice,  Extortion,  and  Rapine.     All  which  extraor«» 
dinary  Crimes  were  urged  fo  boQie  againft  the  Fav^urite^ 
before  the  King,  that  he  caufed  it  to  be  publtdtly  pro* 
claimed  in  London^  that  whoever  had  any  Complaint 
againft  Hubtrt  flKwld  come  before  hiiti,  and  Juflice 
ihould  be  done  to  the  Offisndkd. 
Anno  Regni  x6.     On  the  i^th  of  StpttnAtr^  the  fame  Yd^ir,  T232,  the 
1*3^*        King  fumoiQned  the  fii&ops  and  other  Prelates  of  the 
Church,  with  the  Nobility  of  the  Kingdom  ^  to  meet 
At  Laad^ab.     ^  LnwSith ;  by  wbofli  the  foi^Mrth  Pan  of  ail  Mchreablcs, 
belongbg  to  all  &yhops,  Ab^Vs,  Priori,  Ckrics,  and 
.   Laymen,  was  granted  to  the  King,  for  the  Payment  of 
the  Debt  whic:h  he  owed  to  the  Earl  of  Britain^    At 
this  Coaveotfon  alfo  Hubert  Ji  Burgh  wa^  required  to 
give  in  his  Anfwer  to  the  feveral  Articles  preferred 
againft  him^  ask  had  been  ftipalated  by  the  King^ 
Kit  Huhirtf  fays  Parisy  fearing  that  the  Kiftg  wouM 
put  him  to  feme  Chatttefiii  Death,  thought  fit  to  abfcond 
and  fliut  hioafelf  up  in  a  San6hiary  amongft  the  Canons 
at  M^rtM  ** ;  watting  for  a  Time  to  give  in  Ms  Anfwcr 
when  the  King  was  in  a  better  Humour.     Hswy^  in  a 
great  Rage  at  this,  fent  to  the  Mayor  of  Linden  to  force 
jthd^rt  from  bis  Sanduary,  and  bring  hira  before  him 
dead  or  alive.  The  Londoners^  glad  of  thi^  Opportunity 
to  be  revenged  of  Hthtrty  for  banging  a  favourite  Cki- 
sen  of  theirs,  rung  the  Alarm  Bell,  and,  inftantly,  near 
ao,ooo  of  the  meaner  Sort  were  colledied  together,  to 
whom  the  Mayor  read  the  King's  Letter,  and  dehrcd 
them  to  be  all  ready  in  the  Morning  to  perfoitn  the 
King's  Commands^     But  fome  of  the  graver  Sort  of 
Citizens,  and  ridier  we  fuppofe,  dreading  the  ill  Con- 
fequence  of  railing  fuch  a  tumultuary  Mob,  went  to 
the  BiChop  of  ff^whtfier*^  Houfe  at  S(mthwarky  and  de* 
^  29  ]      fired  his  Advice,  wbo  told  them  plainly  that  whatever 
came  of  it  they  muft  execute  the  King's  Precept.  Struck 
with  this  ftrange  Epifcopal  Advice,  fays  Matthew^  they 
retired ;  and  accordingly  next  Morning  the  fame  Num-> 

ber 

«  Epifccpi  et  alii  EccUJiarum  Pr^Iati,  cum  Procerihut  Rtgni*    M.  Paii«« 
^  Merton  \n  Surrey,  an  Abby  founded  hy  Henry  it  for  Canons  «£  St. 
dk*fii»»  ^fino  iiii»    Mow,  Ang.  tom^  II.  /«  135. 
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ber  of  Citizens,  or  more,  appeared  in  Arms,  and,  with  K»n|  Btmy  UU 
Colours  flying,  march'd  towards  the  San£hiary.  Hubert^ 
when  he  heard  of  this,  gave  bimfelf  up  for  loft,  and^ 
throwing  himfelf  on  his  Knees  before  the  High  Altar  of 
the  Church,  recommended  both  his  Soul  and  Body  to 
God.  But  Ranulph  Earl  of  Chefter  had  hinted  to  the 
King,  that  if  fuch  tumultuous  Proceedings  were  counte- 
nanced, a  Sedition  might  be  raifed  that  would  not  be 
eaiily  appeafed ;  adding,  that  it  would  be  a  great  Re- 
proatch  to  the  King  abroad,  when  it  was  heard  that  he 
thus  treated  thofe  who  had  been  his  Favourites.  The 
King  was  ftagger'd  at  this,  and  immediately  difpatched 
two  Meflengers  with  Letters  to  the  Mayor  to  revoke  his 
former  Precept.  The  Citizens  were  amazed  at  thefe 
counter  Orders;  but,  however,  notwithftanding  they 
miflcd  of  their  Prey,  they  all  went  quietly  back  to  their 
own  Homes. 

Thcfc  Things  happened  whilft  the  aforefaid  Conven- 
tion of  the  Nobles  was  fitting  at  Lambeth^  in  order  to 
have  Hubtrt  brought  before  them,  which  makes  us  fo 
parttcular  in  the  Recital. 

Hubert^  however,  efcaped  the  Fury  of  his  Enemies 
for  that  Time ;  and  having  foon  after  delivered  up  all 
his  immenfe  Riches  to  the  King,  it  fo  foften'd  Henry\ 
Hearty  that  if  he  did  not  wholly  forgive  him,  yet  he 
granted  him  all  his  Lands  again ;  and  Hubert  only  re- 
mained a  State  Prifonerin  the  Caftle  of  Devizes  for 
fomc  Time. 

In  the  Place  o^  Hubert  de  Burghy  Earl  of  Kent ^  Henry 
loon  got  a  new  Favourite,  but  ten  Times  more  obnoxi* 
ous  to  the  Barons  than  the  former.  This  was  Peter  de 
RupibtiSy  fiifhop  of  JVincheJler\  who,  with  Peter  de  JJ/- 
vaBy  his  Kinfman,  now  governed  the  King  and  all  the 
public  Affairs  of  the  Kingdom.  Thefe  Men,  being  Fo- 
reigners, invited  over  into  England  kveril  PoiSfevins  and 
BreUmSj  to  the  Number  of  2000  Knights  and  Ser\'ants, 
who  were  placed  as  Garrifons  in  feveral  Caftles;  and  to 
thefe  the  eafy  King  committed  the  Wardfhips  of  the 
Nobility;  which  afterwards  much  degenerated,  by  being  [  30  ] 
ignobly  matched  to  thefe  Foreigners.  And  when  any 
Mngli/hman  complain'd  of  their  Burdens  and  Oppreflions 
to  the  Ktng«  they  were  hindered  from  any  Redrefs  by 
the  powerful  Influence  of  the  Bifhop  of  fVincheJler, 

Br 
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King  Henry  III.     Bv  thcfc  McanS  the  Flame,  that  buxnt  fo  fiercely  \n 
his  Father's  Time,  was  again  lighted  up  in  the  King^ 

'^f  T^  '7.aom :  For  Henry  having  fent  out  his  Letters,  fays  Parh^ 
to  call  the  Barons  together  to  a  Council,  to  b«  held  on 
At  Oxford,  the  Feaft  of  St.  John^  in  the  Year  1233,  at  Oxford,  the 
Barons  abfolutely  refufed  to  obey  the  King's  Comn^and  ^ 
by  reafon,  adds  our  Author,  that  they  feared  the  Treach- 
ery of  the  Foreigners,  who  then  fwarmed  at  Court  ; 
and  becaufe  they  had  conceived  a  juft  Indignation  againft 
the  King,  for  preferring  the  Poilievins  to  his  own  natu<-> 
ral  Subjects.  This  Refufal  they  had  delivered  to  the 
King  in  a  very  folemn  Manner ;  who,  being  much  ex- 
afperated  at  the  Barons  for  this  Affront  offered  to  his 
Authority,  took  Advice  of  his  Lawyers  how  he  ihould 
compel  them  to  obey.  The  King  was  advifed  to  fummon 
them  a  fecond  and  a  third  Time,  to  try  whether  they 
would  appear  or  not.  But  one  of  the  Council  being  fo 
bold  as  to  tell  him  that  it  would  be  to  no  Purpofe,  nor 
would  the  Barons  ever  obey  his  Mandate,  or  he  enjoy 
any  Peace,  unlefs  he  would  remove  P^//rBifhop  of  /^7«- 
chefler,  and  Peter  de  Rivall  his  Nephew,  (or  his  Son, 
rather,  fays  Paris  with  a  Sneer)  from  his  Counfels,  the 

ilndat^{/?m/ii-King  fent  again  to  his  Barons,  to  fummon  them  to  meet 

ftr^  at  Weliminjier  on  the  lOth  o(july  folloviring,  and  there, 

by  tEelrTidvice,  he  promrfecfto^ amend  whatfoever  waa 
amifs,  or  by  Right  ought  to  be  amended.  But  when  the 
Barons  had  heard  that  the  King  only  fought  to  enfnare 
them  ;  that  he  had  actually  got  over  from  abroad  ^Set 
of  Banditti,  or  Robbers,  with  Arms  and  Horfes  for 
that  Purpofe  ;  they  could  fee  no  Signs  of  Concord,  and 
again  refufed  to  come  to  him ;  fending  fpecial  MeiTen* 
gers  to  the  King  with  this  pofitive  Demand,  ^  That  if 
be  did  not,  without  more  Delay,  difmifs  Peter  BiQiop 
oiWincbeJlery  with  the  reft  of  the  PoiSlevins  from  his 
L  3'  J  Court,  they  would  never  obey  any  of  his  Summons,  but 
inftantly  drive  him  and  his  evil  Counfellors  out  of,  the 
Kingdom,  and  ele£l  a  new  King.' 

Anry  was  amaaed,  and  his  whole  Court  much  ter- 
rified, at  the  Haughtinefs  of  this  extraordinary  Meflage; 
but  yet,  by  the  Advice  of  the  Bifliop,  he  fought  10 
rep?l  Force  by  Force,  feized  upon  feveral  Manors  be- 
longing to  the  Barons  iieareft  him,  declaring  .the  refl  of 

them 
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them  Traitors,,  and  that  he  would  give  their  Eftates  to'^^owy  MI. 
his  Foreigners. 

However,  the  Year  after,  I2j^4,  the  King  was  better  Anno  Rc|Di  iS. 
advifed,   and  the  Bifhops  and  mrbns  met  him  at  fFe/t-  Atm^A^nggf 
minficTy  in  order  to  fettle,  in  this  General  Council,  the         ^r^  r 
National  JDifturbances*     Edmund  Archbi(hop  of  Cati'- 
ttrbury^  with  the  reft  of  the  Prelates,  went  to  the  King 
and    his   Council,   and  told  him,  boldly  and  openly, 
^  That  if  he  would  not  confent  to  the  Conditions  the 
Lords  had  already  propofed  to  him)  and  agree  with  his 
faithful  Subje6b,  that  he,  with  the  Biihops,  would  im- 
mediately excommunicate  him  and  all  his  evil  Counfel- 
lors.'      The  Thunder  of  the  Church  had  a  better  Ef- 
{^8l  on  the  King  than  the  Barons  Threats,  and,  fays 
our  Author,  he  humbly  and  meekly  anfwered  the  Pre- 
lates, T^bat  he  would  do  wbatfoever  they  deftred.     Ac- 
cordingly, in  a  very  few  Days,  he  fent  Peter  Bifhop  of 
JVincheJler  to  his  See,  there  to  Jtake  Care  of  his  Flock, 
and  never  more  to  meddle  witl^  State  Affairs.   Peter  de 
JRJvall  he  ftript  of  all  his  Caftles  and  Wealth  which  he 
had  unjufily  acquired ;  affirming  with  an  Oath,  that  if 
))e  did  not  inftantly  go  into  Holy  Orders,  and  take  a 
Benefice,  he  would  order  both  his  Eyes  to  be  put  out* 
Moreover,  he  banifhed  all   the  Foreigners  from  his 
Court,  and  from  all  the  Caftles  they  were  poflefled  of^ 
into  their  own  Country,  commanding  them  never  to 
fee  his  Face  again.     And  thus,  fays  Paris,,  the  King, 
having  difmiOSd  all  his  evil  Counfellors,  recalled  to 
their  Obedience  his  natural  Subje£b,  and  hoped,  by  the 
Advice  of  the  Prelates  aforefaid,  to  reftore  his  harrafliHi 
Kingdom  to  Peace  and  Tranquillity. 

Matters  continued  in  a  peaceable  State  after  this  but  Anno  Regni  2«« 
a  few  Years.     In  the  Year  1 236  another  fcleS  Council    ^j'J|^^ 
of  the  Bifliops  and  Peers  was  called  to  Mertoriy  where 
the  King's  Marriage  with  Eleanor^  fecond  Daughter  of      r     2  1 
Raymond  Earl  of  Provence^  was  notified,  and  fome  fo-      1-  3    J 
feign  Affairs  tranfaAed  of  no  Confequcnce  to  our  De- 
fign. 

We  called  this  a  feleft  Meeting  of  the  Peers,  becaufe, 
we  are  told,  that  it  was  only  compofed  of  the  Archbi- 
ihop  oi  Canterbury^  the  Bi(hop$  of  his  own  Province, 

and 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


32  72^  ParUameniary  History 

KiPi  ilMrj  m.  and  the  major  Part  of  the  Eails  and  Barons  ^.  It  was 
here,  however,  that  the  Statutes  of  Mertm  were  made 
aad  ena^ed^  which  have  ever  fince  been  a  Part  of  the 
Statute  -  Law  of  England  ^. 

fyi  this  Meeting,  alfo,  a  Mcfiage  from  the  Emperor 
wa9  coftT&dered,  wheteln  he  requ^fted  the  King  to  fend 
bin)  his  Brocber  Ricbardj  Earl  of  Comwailj  to  make 
^m  General  agaioft  the  Frencby  whereby  the  Englifi 
alfo  might  recover  their  Rights.  But  the  Emperor  was 
deAred  to  cbufe  any  other ;  the  Peers  giving  for  Rea- 
fons  to  the  AmbaiTadors,  that  the  Prince  was  but  youngs 
and  next  Heir  to  the  Crown  if  the  King  fhould  die 
without  Children  ;  and  therefore  it  was  not  proper  for 
them  to  hazard  his  Life  in  fuch  an  Enterprise. 

ADBoRegni  »i.     But  the  next  Year  following,  1237,  whilft  the  King 

'*37«         and  his  whole  Court  kept  Chrifimas  at  Wtnchefter  *=,  the 

Royal  Writs  were  fent  out,  fays  Paris^  to  every  Part  of 

the  Kingdom,  commanding  all  and  Angular  Archbi- 

ibope,  Biibops,  Abbots,  inftalled  Priors,  Earls,  and  Ba« 

At  Wefiminfier.  rons ',  to  appear,  without  Delay,  at  Weftminfier^  on 
a  Day  appointed,  there  to  treat  on  the  urgent  Affairs 
of  the  Kingdom.     Accordingly,  an   infinite  Number 
of  the  Nobility,  adds  our  Authority,  from  all  Parts  of 
?  the  .Nation  came  to  London^  imagining  fome  Matters 

of  very  great  Moment  were  in  Agitation.  In  Weft- 
minftir  Hall  they  met,  in  order  to  know  the  King's 
Pleafure,  when  a  certain  Prieft,  called  William  de  Kele^ 
[  33  ]  ^  Domefik Chaplain  of  the  King's,  a  Man  very  difcreet« 
and  learned  in  the  Laws  of  the  Land,  and  one  who  was 
a  Sort  of  Mediator  betwixt  the  King  and  Peers,  ftood 
up,  and  delivered  the  Kind's  Will  and  Purpofe  in  this 
Manner :  ^  Our  Lord  the  King,  fays  he,  commands  me 
^  to  acquaint  you,  thathe  will  entirely  fubmit  htmfelf  to 
<  vour  Advice,  both  in  the  prefent  Affair  and  hereafter. 

*  Nevertbelefe,  he  muft  inform  you,  that  the  People  he 

*  intf ufted  with  the  Management  of  his  Treafury  have 

*  given  in  falfe  Accounts  61  the  Receipts.     The  King, 

therefore, 

c  Coram  Dcmir.s  Uege  Henrico,  et  coram  'vcnerabili  Tat)  e  Edmundo 
Cantuarienfi  Arcbiepifcopo,  Ce^Eplftopix  fuU,  ft  toram  Major!  Parte  Cemi- 
turn  et  Barcnum  Nofirorunt  Anglie.     AnnaU  BuHon,  f,  187. 

J  See  Hawkinses  Edition  of  the  Statutes  at  Urge,  vol.  I.  p.  18,  ^r. 

•  Scrip  fa  Regalia*     M,  Fauris. 

r  Arcbieptfcopis,  Epificpii,  Abbatibutf  Prior ibut  inpaliatit,  Comitibus, 
et  Baronial,     Ibid. 
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'  therefore,  finding  himfelf  deftitute  of  Money,  without  King  H^firjr  in, 

*  which  a  King  is  a  Cypher,  craves  Help  of  you  to  Tup- 

*  ply  hini.    In  this  Manner,  however,  that  what  Money 

*  you  pleafe  to  colle£i  may  be  made  Ufe  of  for  the  King- 

*  dora's  Service,  in  a  Way  that  ibme  of  you,  chofen  for 
^  that  Purpofe,  may  think  proper.'  Not  one  of  this  Af- 
lembly  expeding  fuch  a  MciTage,  it  was  received  with 
mat  Difcontent.  Aber  in  alierius  ja^antes  Lumina 
rmltus^  quoth  the  Monk  out  of  the  old  Poet,  and  faid  to 
each  other,  Fuderunt  Partum  MontiSy  en  rsdicM&is  Mus  '. 
The  Lords  anfwered,  with  great  Indignation^  *  That  he 
*•  had  promifed  and  broken  his  Word  many  and  many  a 

*  Time  with  them ;  afierting,  that  it  was  derogatory  to 

*  their  Honour  to  fufier  a  King  fo  eafily  feduoed,  who 

<  never  either  repulfed  any,  or  the  meaneft  of  the  Na- 

*  tion's  Enemies,  or  even  alarmed  them ;  who  was  fo  far    , 
^  from  enlarging  the  Bounds  of  his  Kingdont,  that  he 

*  rather  ftraiten'd  and  fubje£led  it  to  Foreigners,  to  ex- 

*  tort  from  them,  by  the  fame  Arguments,  at  fo  many 

*  different  Times,  fo  much  Money,  to  the  great  Detri- 

*  ment  of  his  own  SubjeAs,  and  the  Benefit  of  Strangers/ 
The  King,  finding  his  Nobles  in  this  Temper,  fought  to 
Ibften  them,  left  the  Difcontent  fhould  prove  more  ge« 
nerai,  by  promifing,  upon  his  Oath,  ^  Never  more  to 

*  injure  or  moleft  them,  provided  they  would  kindly  grant 

*  hun,  for  his  prefent  Ufe,   the  thirtieth  Part  of  all 

<  Moveables  throughout  the  Realm.     He  faid  that  he 

*  had  fent  a  great  deal  of  Money  to  the  Emperor^  the 

*  moft  of  it  out  of  his  own  Treafury,  for  the  Marriage      r  ^ .  i 
«  of  his  Sifter.'    To  this  it  vi^as  loudly  anfwered, « That      ^  3^  ^ 

*  he  did  all  thofe  Things  without  the  Advice  or  Confent 

*  of  his  SutyeAs ;  nor  was  it  neceflary  that  they  fhould 

*  partake  or  the  Punifhment,  who  were  no  ways  guilty 

*  of  the  Crime.'  The  Lords,  after  this,  withdrew  them- 
felves  into  a  private  Place,  that  they  might  be  more  at 
Liberty  to  confult  together  on  the  Exigency  of  this  Af- 
fair and  the  Kingjs  Demand :  But,  before  they  went  out, 
Gilbert  Bafety  a  Baron,  not  careful  enough  of  bis  Words, 
adds  our  Author,  faid  openly  to  the  King,  ^  My  Lord 

*  the  King,  fend  fome  of  your  own  Friends  to  go  alone 

*  witi  the  Barons  to  their  Confultation.'  He  fat,  whilft 
ie  ft/d  rhk,  very  near  the  King.  On  the  other  Hand, 
,   Vol.  I.  C  Richard 

t  This  is  a  pawh'^l  ap  Vcifc  of  the  Monk's,  from  Perturitini  Montei,  *c. 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


34  5^^  Parliamentary  HiSTdRY 

King  Beitrj  III.  Richard  di  Percy^  much  moved  with  this  Saying,  flood 
up  and  anfwered  him,  *  What  is  it.  Friend  Gilberti 

*  that  you  fay  ?  Do  you  take  us  for  Foreigners,  and  not 

*  the  King's  Friends  ?'  Bajfet  was  reproved  for  his  ralh 
and  indifcreet  Advice  :  Neverthelefs^  by  thefe  Debates^ 
this  Meeting  was  prolonged  four  Days. 

The  King  con-  At  length,  the  King  again  confirmed  to  all  his  Sub- 
firms  Magna  jefts  their  Magna  Charta^  and  fwore  to  keep  it  invio- 
hfli'ad'ca'IlcclUd  '^^'^ '  ^"^  becaufe,  fays  Matthew  Parisy  ht  did  not 
upon  his  coming  think  himfelf  quite  free  from  a  Sentence  of  Excommu- 
of  Age.  nication,  which  Stephen  Langton^  then  Archbilhop  of 

Canterbury y  with  the  feft  of  the  Bifhops,  had  denounced 
againfl  all  Violators  of  that  Charter  when  it  was  made; 
he  therefore  declared,  *  That  if  he  went  about  to  break 
this  Promife,  by  any  new  mifchievous  Defign,  he  (hould 
think  himfelf  under  the  full  Weight  of  the  Church's 
Sentence.'    fiy  this  Declaration,  adds  he,  the  Hearts 
of  the  whole  Audience  were  in  a  Moment  changed  to 
the  King's  Side;  and  having  appointed  the  Earl  of 
Warren y  William  Ferrers <,  and  John  Fitx-G^offry^  to  be 
of  Council  to  him,  he  made  them  fwear,  *  That  by  no 
Gifts  or  Reward  they  would  be  drawn  from  the  Truth  ; 
but  that  they  ibould  at  all  Times  give  him  fuch  whol- 
(\^'i,     fome  Counfel  as  was  only  conducive  to  the  Good  of 
^'        himfelf  and  Kingdom.'  After  which  the  King's  Demand 
was  granted,  and  the  thirtieth  Part  of  all  Moveables  was 
[  35  ]      levied  thro'  the  Realm.  The  Manner  how  this  Tax  was 
;  gathered,  by  Officers  appointed  for  that  Purpofe,  may 

be  feen  at  large  in  M.  Parity  to  which,  for  Brevity  Sake , 
we  muft  refer. 

There  are  ftill  extant,  amongft  our  Records  **,  fome 
Copies  of  Writs  for  calling  this  Parliament,  by  which 
/  it  evidently  appears  that  Boroughs  had  no  Reprefentati ves 
therein:  And  they  fufHciently  explain  what  our  Hiflo- 
rian  has  advanced,  and  fpecify,  at  the  fame  Time,  the 
Quality  of  the  particular  Members  which  conflituted 
tKf  Parliament. 

h  was  the  Cuftom  of  this  King,  when  he  wanted 

Moneys  to  defcend  to  very  low  and  pitiful  Ways  to 

,  obtain  it ;  and  when  he  had  got  his  Wants  fupplied,  to 

fquandcr  the  Money  away  amongft  his  Favourites  with 

great  Profufenefs.     It  muft  be  obferved  though,  by  the 

Way, 
^  In  fiuQdell.  MiTceJ,  Temp,  Uen,  III,  ^f*  7urre  Land. 
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Way,  that  thefc  Demands  of  Money  from  thoNobUity,  ^^t  Hnwy  m. 

on  the  Part  of  the  down,  were  ciie  GroUnd^work  of 

one  principal  Point  of  our  Liberties,  •  That  the  Crown 

cannot  levy  a  Tax  on  the  Sufajeft  without  the  Confent 

of  Parliament/     All  Taxes,  fuch  as  Scutam,  ICnIgbts 

Fees,  ^c.  having  been  raifed  before  this  Reign  in*  ad 

arbitrary  Manner. 

The  14th  piSfpUmber  in  this  Year  was  appointed  Anno  Regiun, 
by  the  King  and  the  Pope's  Legate,  Otuhni^  f«^  a        '*^''* 
Meeting  of  the  Peers  at  ITork^  to  treat  uponfbn^  gteat      At  Ttrk, 
AfBtirs  that  concerned  the  Kingdom.     The  King  of 
Scots  met  them  there,  to  make  an  £nd  of  the  DMerence 
depending  between  Henry  and  him.     After  muchCon^' 
fultation  and  Debate,  it  Was  agreed  that  the  King  of 
Scfits  (hould  have  three  hundr^  Pound  Lands  by  the 
Year  in  England^  for  which  he  fhould  do  Hkmiage  'to 
King  Hmry^  but  fhould  not  build  any  Caftles  upon  it^ 
and  was  to  quit  all  Pretences  to  any  farther  Claim.    We 
cannot  omit  a  remarkable  Anfwer  the  Scots  King  made 
the  Legate  at  thb  Meeting,  though  it  has  been  often 
copied  by  other  Hiftorians.     It  feems  the  Legate  told 
the  King  of  Scatty  *  That  he  intended  to  vifit  his  King- 

*  dom,  to  treat  upoo  Ecclcfiaftical  AJKtlr^  there  a^  ho 

*  did  in  England,^     Akxanditr  replied,  *  Tharhe«eye.r 

*  remembered  a  Legate  called  into  his  Kingdom,  and 

*  he  thanked  God  there  was  no  Need  of  any  now ;  for 

*  neither  his  Father  nor  any  of  his  Anceftors  haditiffer- 

*  ed  any  to  enter,  and  as  long  as  he  was  in  his  Senfes 

*  he  fhould  alfo  hinder  it.     Nevertheleis,  adds  he,  be- 

*  caufe  you  have  the  Charader  of  a  very  holy  Man,  I 

*  will  give  ]rou  this  Advice,  if  ever  you  enter  my  King- 

*  dom,  that  you  do  it  very  cauttoufly,  left  any  Misfor-' 

*  tune  happen  to  you.     A  great  many  fierce  and  favage      [  3^  } 
^  Men  inhabit  there,  that  thirft  after  human  Blood, 

*  which  I  mylelf  cannot  ume,  and  if  they  fet  once  up- 

*  on  you,  I  cannot  prevent  them  from  doing  you  a 

*  Mifchief.  It  is  not  long  fince,  as  you  may  have 
^  heard,  that  they  invaded  me  and  had  like  lo  have 

*  drove  me  from  my  native  Kingdom/  -  The  Legate 
hearing  this,  fays  Paris^  laid  afide  hrs  covetous  Deiire 
oi  entering  Scotland^  and  ftuck  the  clofer  to  the  En^lijb 
King,  whom  he  found  more  obfequious, 

C  2  Hinry 
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KIb|  Htnry  til.     HiMff  hxm%  quickly  |ot  rid  of  kis  laft  Supply,  was 
Aono  Regni  21.  ^^S^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  Means  to  gain  another.     In  the 
1237.      'very  fame  Year,  another  Aflfembly  of  the  Peers  was 
called  to  meet  at  JViftminfttr^  whope  the  King  laid  be- 
At  jreflminflir.  f^^^  ^^^  j^j^  Grievances,  aflerting,  by  Oath,  That  his 
Money  was  all  gone,  and  that  he  was  fcarcely  worth  a 
Groat,  and  therefore  demanded  the  fame  Supply  as  the 
former*    After  fome  Difputes  and  much  Murmuring, 
this  Demand  alfo,  being  the  thirtieth  Part  of  all  Move- 
ables, was  granted.     Which  Money,  fays  Paris^  was 
laid  out  in  the  fame  trifling  Way  as  the  former  ;  and, 
inftead  of  taking  the  Advice  of  his  Nobles  in  the  Diftrt- 
bution  of  it,  he  again  fquandered  it  away  amongft  his 
Foreigners* 

Tt^fe  Weaknefles  of  the  King  put  his  Nobles  on 
ibme  other  Means  of  Redrefs ;  and  finding  his  Extor- 
tions to  have  no  End,  they  were  refelved  to  bring  him 
to  better  Terms  by  Force*     Richard  Earl  of  Comwali^ 
the  King's  Brother,  fcandaUzed  at  his  Proceedings,  wa» 
the  firft  in  this  League  againft  him.    After  fome  Strug- 
gles, Hinry  was  compelkd  to  fubmit  to  fiich  Terms  as 
the  Barons  required,  and  Matters  remained  in  a  peace- 
able Stale  betwixt  them  for  ibme  Years  ^ 
AnnoRegni  26.     We  meet  with  Ao  other  Convention  of  the  £ftate« 
>H»*        till  the  Year  izj^ ;  when,  by  the  King's  Writ,  they 
were  all,  as  before,  fumraoned  to  appear  at  London  ^^ 
At  Undon.       ^n  ff^idnifdoy  before  Candlimas-D^f]^.    The  old  Animo- 
fities  were  here  raifed  again ;  the  Barons  engased  one 
another,  by  Oath,  not  to  confent  to  give  any  Nfoney  at 
^1 }  and  when  the  King  demanded  it,  they  anfwered 
I  jj  ]      him  with  great  Bitternefs,  '  That  fuch  were  his  G»un- 
cik^  and  luch  his  infolent  Manner  of  afking,  that  they 
would  not  do  it :  That  he  had  fleeced  and  impoveriihed 
hb  Subje<^  fo  very  often,  drawing  his  Exactions  into 
Confequences,  as  if  they  were  the  meaneft  Slaves ;  and 
all  this  Money,  which  he  extorted,  had  been  wafted 
icandalouily ;  therefore  they  flatly  told  the  King  to  his 
Face,  That  they  would  not  be  b  robbed  and  plundered 
any  more/  The  King,  fays  Paris^  well  verfed  in  Italian 

Tricks 

<  In  Rymer^  Faed.  Tom.  I.  p.  3S5,  is  Tome  AccouAt  of  a  ConTention 
of  EiHitet  in  1240. 

k  Tttiut  Anglic  NohilitaSf  tarn  Prelatorum  fusrn  Comitmm  0c  Sarwyw^ 
faunduM  Rigium  Brtaptum^  Londijil  congrei^tti  ^«    M.  Parit* 
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Tiidcs  and  Ilhifions^  commanded  tbem  that  thcy"^**^*^ 

Ihonld  wait  to  know  his  PleaAire,  on  the  Monow»  on 

this  and  other  Matters.     But  in  the  mean  Time,  adds, 

that  he  drew  them  one  by  one  into  his  Clofet  fecretljc^xhelCiAgcIofett 

in  the  Manner  that  Penitents  go  to  Confeffion  to  their  the  Barons  one 

Prieft»  and  there,  what  he  could  not  do  with  them  «*  ^J  jh^^^J'*^ 

tc^ther,  he  ftrove  to  gain  by  fair  Speeches  to  them^'supX'"*' 

fingiy  :   Promifing,  amongft  the  Clei^y,  this  Man  an 

AMey,  another  a  Priory,  and  fo  on,  till  he  {band  he 

could  make  nothing  at  all  of  them ;  for  not  one  of  them 

would  recede  from  the  common  Anfwer  which  they  had 

fworn  to  fiick  to.  Hsmjj  growing  angry  at  their  Ob* 

fiioacy,  £ud,  fUnit^   wpuld  you  hgve  me  ferjursd  f  I 

baue  Jw^rm  by  the  bUJfed  Sacrament  to  carry  my Jtrmt 

againft  the  King  of  France,  in  order  to  reclaim  my  juft 

Rights^  and  without  you  grant  me  an  ample  Supply  I 

am  not  able  to  perform  it.    Yet,  neither  by  the&  or  any 

other  Woids  could  he  gain  upon  them,  notwiihftand* 

iflg  the  politic  Method  he  took  to  bring  tbem  over  to 

his  Intereft. 

He  then  thought  proper  to  call  before  him  ttiofe  of 
the  Barons  that  were  his  own  Officers  at  Court,  and 
fpoke  to  them  in  this  Manner :  ff^hat  a'  pernuieas  Ex* 
ample  have  you  fet  to  others  ?  You  who  are  Earls,  and 
Bsronsy  and  mighty  Men  at  Arms^  ought  you,  ihf  oth$n 
are  intimidAied,  to  tremble  like  a  Set  of  Bijbops  and 
Priefli  ?  You  ought  to  he  more  eager  to  defend  the  Righti 
of  the  Croium,  and^  by  Deeds  of  Arms,  cppofe  yourfehee 
agmnft  all  its  Enemies.  I  called  this  Affembly  tojlrengthen 
mi  defend  my  Rights,  with  a  fure  Expe^ancy,  that  they 
wotitd  fuffer  my  Ajfairs  to  go  On  projperoufly,  efief  tbi 
Example  of  Wales,  where  of  late  we  fo  happily  tri*  r  o  t 
umpbed*  And  with  what  Face  can  you  leave  me  your  <-  ^  -t 
Sovereign  Lord,  with  the  heavy  Burthen  of  State  upon 
msty  fo  poor  and  defolate  5  efpecially  when  you  know  my 
Pramije  to  go  abroad,  and  that  I  have  fworn  flriCtly  to 
farform  it?  When  the  Purport  of  this  speech  was  made 
known  to  the  whole  AiTembly,  they  returned  the  King 
this  Aniwer  :  *  Your  Maiefty  gives  us  great  Occafion 

*  to  wonder  into  what  Gulph  you  have  thrown  that 
^  vaft  Qi*^Atity  of  Money,  which,  by  various  and  cruel 

*  fitortioos,  you  have  raifed,  as  well  from  Churches 

C  3  « kept 

1  Romaxioroxn  tf/iri  verjitti$  FaUaciiu    M.  Parii* 
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KingHntrjriil.c  fcept  vacant,  as  from  the  Lands  of  the  Nobility; 

*  creating  Horror  in  the  Minds  of  the  Hearers.     Be- 

*  fides,  you  have  called  over  certain  Legates,  or  thofc 

*  that  did  the  Office  of  Legates,  into  this  Kingdom^ 

*  that,  like  Gleaners  after  the  Vintage,  have  plucked 

*  from  U9  all  the  Money  we  had  left*     ft  is  therefore 
* 'Ids  to  be  wondered  at,  that  without  the  <Jonfent,  or 

*  even  Advice,  of  the  Nobility  of  England^  you  have 

*  involved  yourfelf  in  fuch  difficult  and  dangcfous  Nc- 
f.^ariations ;  ftafctng  your  Faith  to  thofe  that  have  none  ; 

*  and,  defpifing  tha  Favour  or  Efteem  of  your  own 

*  Subjefts,  you  have  brought  yourfelf  into  a  very  doubt* 

*  ful  State  of  Fortune.     The  League  that  was  made 

*  betwixt  the  King  of  Franc/  and  you,  and  which  you 

*  fwore  from  your  Soul  to  keep  inviolably  to  the  End, 
^  being  tranfafted  alfo  by  your  moft  Noble  Brother 

*  Earl  Richard  and  Earl  Roger  Bygot  on  yobf  Part,  you 

*  have  ixroft  diflioneftly  and  Arandaloufly  broke.' 

Thefe,  with  fome  other  Matters,  being  urged  home 
to  the  King,  he  fell  into  a  very  great  Rage,  and  fwore 
bitterly,'  That  he  would  not  'b»  hindered  of  bis  Defjgn  by 
any  Thing  they  &tuld  fay  or  do ;  but  that  he  intended  to 
legin  the  JVar  in  France,  in  a  very  Jhort  Space  of  Time^ 
let  the  Confequence  he  what  it  would*  And  thus,  fay3 
our  Authority,  this  Council  was  diflblv'd  with  very  great 
Heart-burnings  on  both  Sides.  However,  left  this  An- 
fwer  of  the  Barons  to  the  King  ftiould  be  forgot,  or 
mifconftrued,  it  was  thought  proper  to  reduce  it  into 
Writing;  which,  being  in  the  Nature  of  a  Protest, 
L  39  J  is  the  firft  of  that  Kind  we  meet  with  in  Hiftory ;  wq 
fball  therefore  givp  it  at  Length  as  follows  ; 

Th«>R0Ti8T  *  OINCE,  by  the  King's  Command,  the  Lord  Arch* 
of  the  Bifhopi,  *  J^  bifliop  of  York^  the  reft  of  the.Bifhops,  Abbots, 
Abbots,  Priors,  <  aiid  Priots  in  England^  by  themfelves  or  Proxies,  alfo 

font'aga'inffuie  '  ^^  ^'^  *'^^'*»  ?"^  ^"^^  ^  '^^  ^^""^"^  ^^  England,  havo 
King's  Dcnund  ^  Hict  at  Weftminjler,  on  the  Wednefday  before  the  Pu- 
fox  Money,       <  rification  of  the  Bleffed  Mary^  in  the  Year  of  our 

*  Lord  One  Thoufand  Two  Hundred  and  Forty-two, 

*  and  in  the  Twenty  fixth  of  the  Rei^n  of  Henry  IIL  to 

*  hear  the  Will  and  Pleafure  of  the  Ffbg,  for  which  he 

*  fummpned  them  :    And  the  faid  Lord  the  King  fend- 
^  ing  unto  them  the  faid  Archbiibop,  with  the  Noble 
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*  Lord  Earl  Richard^  and  Mafter  IValter  of  Tork^  Pro-  King  Rtnry  l\U 

*  \o^  of  Beverley y  as  his  folemn  Mcffengcrs,  to  notify 
^  to  them  the  King's  Mind  and  Bufinefs^  and  to  a(k  the 

*  Advice  and  Affiftance  of  the  Lords  in  fuflaining  his 

*  Hereditary  Dominions  beyond  the  Sea,  that  regard 

*  his  Kingdom  of  England :  Therefore  the  faid  Bi- 

*  (hops.  Abbots,  Priors,  Earls,  and  Barons,  taking  the 

*  King's  Meffage  into  their  ferious  Coniideration,  rc- 

*  turned  the  King,  by  the  fame  Lords,  this  Advice, 

*  viz.  That  the  King  fliould  wait  untill  the  Truce  be- 

*  twixt  him  and  the  French  King  was  expired  ;  and  if 

*  the  faid  King  of  France  (hould  chance  to  enterprize 
'  any  Thing  againft  the  Form  and  Tenor  of  the  faid 

*  Truce,  that  then  the  faid  King  of  England  fhould 

*  fend  unto  him  folemn  Mcflcngcrs  to  a(k  Advice,  and 

*  to  put  the  faid  French  King  upon  holding  the  faid 

*  Truce,  and  forbearing  thofc  Enterprizes,  if  they  were 

*  made  by  him  or  by  bis  Subjefls.     That  tf  the  faid 

*  French  King  refufcd  to  do  this,  that  then  they  freely, 

*  to  this  Advice,  would  lend  all  their  Aid  and  Affiftance, 

*  which  they  all  unanimoufly  confcnted  to.  /"Likewife, 

*  that  fince  he  had  been  their  Sovereign  Lor<Tv  they  had 
«  many  Times  granted  him  Supplies;  firft,  the  thirtieth 

*  Part  of  all  Moveables,  after  that  the  fiftieth,  and  then 

*  the  fixtieth  ;  a  fortieth  Part  on  all  Carucats  and  Hides 

*  of  Land  ;  many  Scutages,  and  one  very  great  Scutage 

*  for  the  Marriage  of  his  Sifter  to  the  Emperor.     After      [  40  1 
«  all  this,  truly  four  Years  were  fcarce  elapfed,  but  he 

» again  fought  another  Aid,  and   at  laft,  after  much 

*  Intreaty,  a  thirtieth  was  alfo  granted  him  ;  with  this 

*  Condition,  however,  which  he  ratified  by  Charter, 

<  That  neither  this  nor  any  former  ExaiSions  (hould 
«  ftand  as  Precedents  for  others. )  Befides  this,  the  King 

*  then  granted  to  them,  that  all  Liberties  contained  in 

*  Magna  Charta  (hould,  in  a  more  ample  Manner,  be 

*  held  thro'  his  Kingdom ;  and  to  that  End  gave  them  a 

*  fmaller  Charter  in  which  it  is  fo  included.     Add  to 

<  this,  that  our  faid  Lord  the  King,  of  his  own  free  Will, 

*  and  by  the  Advice  of  his  whole  Aflcmbly  of  Barons  ", 

*  granted 

»  The  Word  Uitt  Af .  Ptirh  msiket  ois  of  here,  and  in  ibmc  other  Placet, 
UBarmiriMm,  C^ncilio  r9fi»5  Barkacii  svi  ;  the  Editor  thereof.  Dr. 
^Wr«,  lays  in  his  Glnjj'ary^  on  this  Word,  That  it  it  fomettmes  wrote 
Barsmg^io,  wbich^  fays  bc>  every  one  knows  to  mean  ftti^Iy  the  Houfa 

of 
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Kins  ^^J  U^  ^  granted  to  them,  that  all  the  Money  riiing  ffotn  tbit 
^  thirtieth  Part  ibould  be  laid  up  fafely  in  the  King's 

*  Caftles,  under  the  Gtiardianibip  of  four  EngUJb  Nob^- 

*  men,  the  Earl  Warren  and  others,  by  whofe  Direction 

<  zai  Advice  the  faid  Money  (bould  be  difburfed  for  tho 

*  oervice  of  the  King  and  Kingdom  whenever  it  was 
^  neceflary.  And  becaufe  the  Barons  never  knew  nor 
^  heard  that  the  faid  Money  was  expended  by  the  Advice 
«  and  Confent  of  the  aforcfaid  Lords,  they  do  verily  be- 
^  lieve  that  the  King  is  flill  poflTefled  of  that  Money, 
^  and  therefore  cannot  now  have  Occafion  for  more. 
^  They  are  fike wife  well  acquainted  that,  fince  that  Time, 

<  he  has  had  fo  many  Eicheats,  as  that  of  the  Archbi- 

<  fhoprick  of  Canterbury^  and  other  rich  Bi&opricks  of 
^  Englandy  as  well  as  of  the  Lands  of  the  deceafcd  Earls, 
^  Barons,  and  Knights,  who  held  pf  him ;  that,  even  by 
^  thefe  very  Efcheats,  he  ought  to  have  a  large  Sum  of 

-  *  Money  by  him,  if  it  was  properly  taken  Care  of.  Be- 

^  fides,  from  the  Time  of  giving  that  thirtieth  Part,  his 

^  itinerant  Juftices  have  not  ceafed  to  make  their  Cir^ 

*  ^  cuits  through  all  Parts  of  England^  as  well  as  with 

r  J ,  ]      *  Pleas  of  Foreft,  and  with  all  other  Pleas,  fo  that  every 

*  County,  Hundred,  City,  Town,  and  almoft  every 
^  Village  in  England^  has  been  grievoufly  amerced  ;  and 
^  by  thefe  Circuits  alone  great  Sums  of  Money  have 

*  been  collefied  for  the  King's  Ufe,     From  all  which 

*  they  can  well  aver,  that  the  Kingdom  is  fo  burdened 
^  ana  impoveriihed,  that  they  have  little  or  nothing  left 
^  for  themfelves.  And  becaufe  that  our  Lord  the  King, 
^  after  the  Grant  of  the  laft  thirtieth  Part,  never  kept 
^  to  his  Charter,  therefore  it  more  than  u(ually  troubled 
^  them ;  and  fince,  by  another  Charter,  he  granted 
^  that  thefe  Exa6lions  ibould  not  be  made  Precedents, 

*  therefore  they  pofmvely  made  Anfwer  to  their  faid 

*  Lord  the  King,  that  they  would  not,  for  the  prefent, 
^  grant  hipi  any  Aid.     Neverthelefs,  as  they  acknow* 

*  ledged  him  to  be  their  Sovereign  Lord,  they  ihould 

*  be  willing  to  give  him  the  beft  Advice  in  their  Power, 

•f  Lordf ,  Of  Upper  Houfe  of  Parliament.  Whether  they  arc  Dukes,  Mar- 
qoifles,  Earlcy  VifcounU,  Barons  ;  or,  alfo,  Bi/hops,  and  antiently  Abbots 
»ml  Prion  who  held  thieir  Baronies  of  the  King.  Tkis  feems  a  prtttv 
fhong  Evidence,  that  the  Commoas  of  England  had  no  Share  ia  t|ie4 
AflcmbJtts  at  that  Tqn^. 
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<  if  be  would  carry  hifflfelf  well  towards  them  to  the  End  ^^  Btmy  m» 

«  of  the  faid  Truces.* 

When  the  Lords^  appointed  for  that  Purpofe,  had 

uraked  upon  the  King  with  this  Anfwer  to  his  Demand^ 
hey  returned  to  the  AfTembly,  and  told  them,  *  That 
the  King  defired  to  know  of  them,  what  they  propofe 
to  do  if  the  French  King  (hould  break  the  Truce  before 
the  Expiration  of  it  i  They  promifed  allb^  on  the  King's 
Part,  that  if  he  had  injui ed  any  particular  Baron,  that 
he  would  make  Reparation,  as  the  Lord  PeUr  of  So* 
v§y^  and  others  of  his  Council,  {hould  think  fit  to  ad* 
vife.'  To  this  the  Lords  reply'd,  *  That  if  the  King  of 
France  fhould  break  the  Truce»  and  would  not  forbear 
his  Enterprizes,  then  their  Counfel  was  the  fame  they 
had  given  to  be  done  at  the  End  of  the  Truce,  provided 
they  were  fatisfied  of  the  Truth  of  thefe  Fa^*  As  to 
that  which  related  to  particular  Injuries  recdved  from 
the  King,  they  would  not,  at  that  Time,  enter  into 
Pleadings  with  him  about  them.  That^  on  the  Grant 
of  the  laft  Thirtieth,  the  fame  Thine  was  promised  oft 
the  King's  Part,  as  well  and  faithfully,  by  JVilUMm  it 
Kele ;  and  how  well  the  Kmg  had  kept  his  Proraifes^ 
he  himfelf  beft  knew.' 
We  (hall  not  flop  to  make  any  Obfervations  on  diefe      [  42  ] 

(evere  Remonftrances  of  the  Barons  to  their  Sovereign  ; 

let  each  Man  pafs  Jiis  own  Cenfure.     It  muft  be  owned* 

however,  that  they  treated  their  King  very  cavalierly  in 

thc^  Days  ;  and  the  Hiftorian  we  quote  from  does  not 

at  all  mince  the  Matter  in  the  Recital  \ 

In 

a  H/bethmf  Parity  •  llMik  of  St.  Mau^t,  wn  Hiftoiio^pliet  tp  Bttty 
dw  Third,  Aod  Kcetved  aa  annua]  Stipend  from  him  ;  he  died  in  the  Year 
lan,  the  43d  of  that  Ring ;  hk  Hiftory  wu  COntinaod  to  the  ZtA  of  that 
]to{Q  by  one  H^Hiam  Ri/hoMier^  who  was  alfo  a  Monk  of  that  Abby,  the 
King  *s  Hifloriotiapbf,  and  xecchred  Matthtw^i  Stipend.  Itfliuft  be  owned 
thtt  tbeie  Monks  hate  done  great  fuftkc  to  the  Mifiory  of  their  own  Timesy 
and  hare  neither  fpared  King  nor  Pope  in  the  Courfe  of  it ;  a  Virtue  rarely 
haaA  in  die  Hiftoriographeri  of  thefe  Days,  whether  Royal  or  Ecdefiafti. 
cal. 

But  Dr.  Sr^Jy  obienre«.  That  tho  old  Monk  it  heit  guilty  of  a  great- 
Piece  of  Ineonfiftency  in  his  Account  of  this  Meeting.  He  firfl  mentions 
nmch  iU  and  harih  Language  which  was  given  the  King,  by  the  Great  Men^ 
Face  to  Face ;  and  in  vfae  Relation  that  immediately  folkms  this,  which 
?«ni  fiiyt  was  written  ns  a  perpetual  Memorial  of  the  Barons'  Anfwer  tn 
the  King,  it  appears  that  they  never  fpoke  or  had  Conference  with  the  King» 
^  beard  his  Heafure,  and  the  Bufinefs  he  had  with  them,  from  his  Coip* 
aifiofcnch«r«Mia«4*    Bt«dy*i  GmifkH  Hifoty,  ^  ^^  ' 
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King Benry  ixi.     In  thc  Year  iXXAy  *his  King  fummoned  another  Af- 
Anno  Regni  a8.  fcn^t^^X  o^  ^^e  Great  Men  to  meet  at  IVcJlminJler  \  and 
1244.        fitting  in  State  amongft  them,  in  thc  Refedory  of  the 
At  w.ti^uM^   Abbey,  there,  (ays  Parisy  *  With  his  own  Mouth  aflced 
«  a  pecuniary  Aid  from  them.      The  Kmg  s  private  In- 
tention was  to  reduce  the  King  of  Scots  •,  but  he  openly- 
pretended  that  having,  by  their  Advice,  paffed  into  GaJ'-- 
coigny  thc  Year  before,  by  that  Undertaking  he  had  con- 
traded  great  Debts,  from  which  he  defired  them  to  re- 
lieve him.    The  Barons  anfwered,  *  That  they  woul4 
•  *  confult  about  his  Propofal.* 

The  Archbifliops,  Bifliops,  Abbots,  and  Priors,  with- 
drew by  themfelves  tb  treat  of  this  Affair  5  and  then  they 
aflced  the  Earls  and  Barons  to  confent  to  what  they  had 
refolved  upon  ;  who  anfwered.  That  they  could  do  no- 
thing without  the  whole  Community.  It  was  then  agreed 
to  by  all,  that  from  the  Clergy  (houla  be  chofen  thisCom- 
hiittee,  the  Archbifliop  EleS,  Boniface^  of  Canterbury  ; 
the  Biffiops  oi  fVinchefier^  William  Ralegh ;  Lincoln^  Ro^ 
bert  Grofthead  \  and  Worcefter^  Walter  di  Canttlupe  : 
On  the  Part  of  the  Earls,  were  Earl  Richard^  the  King's 
Brother,  Earl  Bygot^  the  Earl  of  Leicejier^  Simon  Mont^ 
t  43  3  fort^  and  the  Earl  Marcfchal :  Of  the  Barons  Part» 
Richard  de  Montfitchet^  John  de  Baliol^  with  the  Abbots 
of  Ramfey  and  Bury.  What  thefc  twelve  (hould  do  was 
to  be  communicated  to  the  whole,  that  nothing  might 
be  offered  to  the  King  which  had  not  the  common  Af- 
fent. 

Now,  becaufe  thc  Charter  of  Liberties,  which  the 
King  granted  fome  Time  ago,  and  for  which  Ed^ 
9nundy  the  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury ^  on  Behalf  of  the 
King,  had  fworn  to  obferve,  was  in  no  wife  kept ;  and 
becaufe  the  Aids  that  had  fo  often  been  given  before 
iwere  not  ufed  to  the  Advantage  of  the  King  and  King- 
dom J  and,  likcwife,  by  Default  of  the  Chancellor, 
Writs  were  granted  and  iffued,  contrary  to  Tuftice  ; 
therefore  it  was  defired,  *  That  fuch  a  Chancellor  and 

•  fuch  a  Juftice  might  be  chofen,  as  would  fix  the  State 

•  of  the  Kingdom  on  its  old  Bafis.*  The  King,  left 
be  fliould  feem  to  do  any  Thing  new  by  Compulfion, 
would  not  grant  the  Petition  of  the  Nobles;  but  promifed^ 

•  That  he  would  amend  what  he  had  heard  was  amifs.* 
Upon  this  thc  Affembly  was  adjtmrncd  for  three  Weeks  5 

and. 
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and  if  in  the  mean  Time  the  King  fhould,  of  his  owij  King  Eenry  iii. 

Accord,  chufe  fuch  Counfellors   that  would  manage 

4he  Laws  and  Rights  of  the  Kmgdom  to  the  Satisfadtion 

of  the  Nobles,  then  they  defigned  to  give  him  an  Aid  ; 

yet  (oy  that  it  (hould  be  expended  to  the  Advantage  of 

the  Kingdom,  by  the  Advice  of  the  Committee  of  Twelve 

before- mentioned. 

When  the  King  faw  that  he  could  do  nothing  witl^ 
them  all  together,  he  tried  the  Clergy  apart  again  ;  and 
having  got  the  Pope's  Letter  to  them,  in  which  he  re- 
quired, admoniflied,  and  exhorted  them  to  give  the  King 
a  liberal  Donation  of  Money;  their  Anfwer  was,  *  Thai 

*  they  were  engaged,  and  could  do  nothing  without  th? 

*  common  Confent  of  the  Eftates  concerned  with  them.* 
An  Anfwer  very  memorable,  and  which  has  been  rarely 
imitated  by  the  Clergy  in  fucceeding  Ages  I 

Thb  Great  Council  had  contrived  a  new  Kind  of  Go- 
vernment, which  they  intended  to  have  offered  to,  and 
put  upon,  the  King ;  which  was,  that  four  of  the  moft 
potent  and  difcreet  Men  of  the  Kingdom  fhould  be  cho-  [  44  3 
fen  by  common  AflTent,  and  fworn  of  the  King's  Coun^ 
cil,  who  fhould  tranfaA  all  Affairs  of  the  King  and 
Kingdom,  and  fhould  do  Juftice  to  all  without  RefpeS 
of  Perfbns .  Thefe  Men  were  to  follow  the  King,  and 
two  of  them,  at  leafl,  were  always  to  be  prefent  with 
him,  that  they  might  hear  the  Complaints  of  all  Suffer- 
ers, and  relieve  them.  -  The  King's  Treafury  was  to 
be  m^aged  by  them,  and  all  Aids  were  to  be  laid  out 
as  they  thought  neceflary  for  the  common  Good.  They 
were  to  be  Confervators  of  the  Liberties  ;  and  as  they 
were  chofen  by  common  Affent,  fo  they  were  not  to  be 
removed  out  of  theirOfficc  but  by  the  fame  common  Af^ 
fent ;  and  when  one  died,  another  was  to  be  thofen  by 
the  three  Survivors.  Without  their  Confent  the  Great 
Council  was  not  to  meet ;  but  if  they  fhould  think  it 
convenient  or  neceffary,  it  was  to  be  convened  at  their 
Pleafurei 

This  Projea  did  not  take  Effefl,  becaufe  the  Counf^Is 
of  the  Clergy  were  diftra(Jled  by  the  Pope's  Legate, 
Martifiy  who  came  accidentally  at  that  Time  with  Let- 
ters to  require  a  great  Sum  of  Money  of  them,  in  order 
to  pay  the  Debt  which  had  been  contracSed  by  his  Pre- 
^C^i&r,  Fope  Grtgory^  in  the  War  for  the  Catholic 

Faith, 
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^asHMOpm.  Faith,  Ecclefiaftical  Liberties,  and  the  Patrimony  of 
the  Church  ;  and  he  fuTpended  all  Men  from  prefentiog 
to  Benefices  which  were  thirty  Marks  annual  Value^ 
or  upwards. 
The  King  orders     '^^^  Great  Men  and  Prelates  met  at  London^  accord- 
the  BUiiopt  to  ing  to  the  Time  of  Adjournment,  to  treat  about  the  De- 
excommunictte  ixMmd  of  an  Aid ;  where  the  King  again  renewed  to  them » 
^^ti^   and  promifed  entirely  to  keep,  the  Charter  of  Liberties, 
ChiLrttu^    which  he  had  fworn  to  at  his  Coronation  ;  and  gave  the 
Bifliops  Leave,  in  their  refpedive  Diocefes,  to  excom- 
municate himfelf  and  all  others  that  (hould  a£l  contrary 
to  its  Intent  in  any  Article*     Yet,  for  all  this,  he  could 
only  obtain  twenty  Shillings  of  every  Knight's  Fee,  of 
thofe  who  held  of  the  King  in  Capitis  towards  the  Mar-^ 
f  iage  of  his  eldeft  Daughter ;  Half  to  be  paid  at  Eafttr^ 
and  the  other  Half  at  Michaelmas  following. 

Henry  met  with  femewhat  worfe  Treatment  from 
r  J  J  ]  another  AfTembly  of  his  Barons,  called  alfo  in  this  very 
Vear,  13ju^  when  the  King,  fays  Paris^  with  great 
£arneftne6,  not  to  fay  Impudence  °,  demanded  a  pe* 
cuniary  Aid  of  thofe  whom,  adds  this  Author,  he  haj 
to  often  injured  in  this  Manner,  and  laughed  at  theoi 
for  it.  But  this,  we  find,  was  as  refolutely  denied^ 
with  one  Accord,  by  the  Barons,  even  to  his  Face* 
at  a  Time,  when  our  Author  owns,  that  the  King  was 
going  with  a  very  numerous  Army  to  reduce  fFaUs ;  in 
thofe  Days  a  very  troublefome  Neighbour  to  At  Englijb 
Borderers  on  that  Country. 

tknied  any  National  Ailiftance,  it  is  no  Wonder  that 
this  King  became  fo  poor  and  indigent,  as  to  be  obliged 
to  ftoop  to  feveral  Meannefles  for  fupplying  his  Comrt 
another  Way*  Paris  writes.  That  he  owed  fo  much 
Money,  and  to  fo  many  People,  for  even  the  very  Ne- 
^eiTaries  of  Life,  that  he  durft  fcarce  af^ar  in  Public 
for  the  Clamours  of  his  Creditors  ''• 
Aoflo  Reflni  30.  In  a  Parliament  held  at  London  in  the  Year  1246^ 
1x46.        there  were  fome  fevere  Laws  made  againft  fuch  as  rob- 

*  IftJidHtiMme,  nt  dicam  imfudentijftmi.     M.  Paris,  fub  Anm  124^* 

•  This  Klng*s  Defence  agaiftft  bis  flurdy  Barons,  in  relation  to  their  ill 
VViige  of  lum,  was  undertaken  by  Sir  ti^tfri  Ctt^n  in  a  Tmall  Treatife. 
called,  A  f3wt  Vitw  •/  tbt  Jong  Reiru  ^  King  Henry  III.  hemd&m^  ^642, 
%.  Time  when  Altercations  of  the  fame  Sort  pafTed  betwixt  King  Cbarltt 
ftod  his  Parliament :  >lnd  yet  this  fame  Sir  Robert  Cotton  made  a  very 

.  warn  Speech  in  the  firft  Year  of  that  Kiiig^s  Reign,  againft  the  Gricvancts 
thcA  CQBipUined  of.— Thi>  Speech  will  appear  under  io  proper  Period. 
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bed  Parks  or  Warrens.  If  the  MalefaSor  fled,  and  was  Kins  A<ir;  in. 

killed  in  the  Porfait,  there  was  neither  Law  nor  Appeal 

flowed  for  bis  Death.    If  any  Earl,  Baron,  or  Knight 

complained  to  the  King  that  his  Deer  were  ftolen,  an 

Inquifition  was  made  by  the  King's  Writ ;  and  if  he 

that  was  indided  was  convided  of  the  fame,  he  was  to 

lie  in  the  Kill's  Prifon  a  Year  and  a  Day,  and  to  pay 

three  Years  Wlue  of  his  Eftate,  having  juft  fufficient 

allowed  out  of  it  to  maintain  him ;  after  which  the  King 

was  to  have  two  Parts,  and  he  that  received  the  Injury 

one  ;  then  the  Convid  was  to  find  twelve  Sureties  that 

he  (hould  never  do  the  like  again,  in  Parks,  Warrens, 

or  Forefts,  nor  do  any  other  Thing  againft  die  King's 

Peace ;  of  all  which  his  Sureties  were  to  anfwer  for  his 

Body  and  Tranfgreffions.    Alfo,  if  any  one  was  taken      r  4.5  1 

in  a  Park  or  Warren;  without  the  King's  Writ  of  In-      '■  ^    •» 

qoifition,  he  was  to  be  imprifoned,  fined,  and  to  give 

Sureties  as  before. 

But,  in  this  fame  Year,  a  moft  genml  Parliament  ?,  Anno  Recoi  30. 
&ys  Parisy  of  the  whole  Kingdom,  met  at  London^  ac«       iH^* 
cording  to  Summons,  about  an  Eccleftafltcal  Affair  of 
the  utmoft  Confequence  to  the  Nation.     It  feems  the    ^^  *»«»•■• 
Pope  had  been  ftrongly  follicited  by  the  King  to  remove 
feveral  Grievances  which  were  greatly  complained  of, 
and  which  he  had  promifed  to  reform.    The  Subftance 
of  thefe  Grievances  was  as  follows  *^ : 

1.  <  That  the  Pope,  not  content  with  the  Payment 

*  of  Petfr-Pincij  opprefTed  the  Kingdom,  by  extorting 

*  firom  the  Clergy  great  Contributions,    without  the 

*  King's Confent;  againft  the  antientCuftoms,  Liberties, 
<  and  Rights  thereof ;  and  againil  the  Appeal  of  the  Proc- 
^  tors  of  the  Kingdom,  in  a  General  Council  at  Lj^nr. 

2.  *  The  Church  and  Kingdom  were  greatly  injured, 

*  in  that  the  Patronsof  Churches  could  not  prefcnt  fit Pcr- 

'  ions  to  them,  becaufe  they  were  given  by  the  Pope's    . 

*  Letters  to  Itatiansj  who  underfl(x>d  not  die  Engtijb 
^  Language,  and  carried  all  the  Money  out  of  the  King- 

*  dom,  to  the  great  Impoverilhment  of  it. 

3.  •  The  Nation  was  oppreflcd  by  the  Pope's  £xac« 
^  tion  of  Penfions  from  Churches^  and  by  haiians  fuc- 
'  ceeding  Italians.  ^  ^. 

V  TMrBsmtntum  gen/eraltffimim,  vis.  Pr^atorum,  tarn  Epifcoporum  quam 
MtUtmn  a  Pri^nm^  Comitvm  fuofue  et  Baronum»     M,  Par'if. 
%  M.  ParU^  Jbmq  1*46..   Aamh  Mm,  Burton,  p.  307, 
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Kisg  firtry  III.  4. «  Thc  Englifi}  WCTC  forced  to  profecutc  their  Rights^ 
^  out  of  the  Kingdom,  againfi  the  Cufloms  and  written 
^  Laws  thereof ;  and  againft  the  Indulgences  granted  by 
<  the  Pope's  Piedeceflbrs  to  the  King  and  Kingdom  of 

*  England, 

5*  '  The  Charch  and  Kingdom  infinitely  fufFered  by 

*  reafon  of  the  Claufe  of  nm  objlante^  Which  weakened 
^  and  enervated  all  Oaths,  antient  Cuftoms,  written 
^  Laws,  Grants,  Statutes,  and  Privileges.     And, 

6*  ^  That  in  the  Pariflies  where  the  Italians  were 

*  beneficed  there  were  no  Alms,  no  Hofpitality,  no 
^  ^  ^  Preaching,  no  Divine  Service,  no  Care  of  Souls,  nor 
i  47  J      i  a£w  Reparations  done  to  the  Parfonage-Houfes.* 

The  King,  in  Confideration  of  tbefe  Papal  Ufurpa- 
tions,  had  fummoned  this  Parliament;  and  at  the  Meet-> 
ing  conferred  with  the  Bifhops  apart,  the  Earls  and  Ba- 
rons apart,  and  the  Abbots  and  Priors  apart,  in  order  to 
find  out  their  Sentiments,  and  the  propereft  Way  to  gee 
thefe  Grievances  removed.  Thc  Refult  of  all  was  to 
try  the  mildeft  Way  with  the  Holy  Father ;  and  it  was 
agreed  that  the  King  Ihould  write  fingly  to  him,  the  Bi- 
Ihops  by  themfelves,  the  Earls  and  Barons  by  themfelves  ^^ 
and  the  Abbots  and  Priors  by  themfelves.  All  which 
Letters  arc  preferved  by  M.  Paris^  and,  by  their  hum- 
ble and  fubmiilive  Stile,  evidently  Ihew  that  the  Fear 
of  the  Vatican  Thunder,  Bulls,  Interdids,  ^r.  waa 
terrible  in  thofc  Days*  Notwithftanding  thefe  reafon- 
able  Remonftrances  to  the  See  of  Rome^  we  do  not  find 
that  they  produced  any  EfFeS,  for  the  Grievances  com- 
plained of  continued  through  the  Courfe  of  this  whole 
keign* 
#aiK>Regiu3»,  In  the  Year  1248  was  called,  by  the  King's  Writ^ 
*h8^  another  Aflimbly  of  the  Nobles  to  meet  at  London^  \vi 
order,  fays  our  Author,  to  treat  of  the  Affairs  of  the 
At  London,  j^jngjom,  at  that  Time  fadly  difturbed  and  much  im- 
poveriflied.    There  came  to  this  Meeting,  befides  the 

Barons^ 

t  TKe  Preamble  io  the  Barons'  Letter  mm  thu*  ?  Sex&rffimo  Pntri  in 
Chrifio  tarijfmot  J.  Dei  Gratia  univerfj/it  Efclejia  Jutntno  Fcntijiai^  devori 
>V/;7  Richardus  Cowm  Cornubise,  Simo  dc  Montcforti  Ccnei  Leycefttia?, 
Willielmus  flc  FeirariU  Comei  Derbeiae,  Humphredos  dc  Bohun  Ccmet  He- 
jefordiw  rr  Eliexise,  Rogeius  dc  Bigot  Coi»e«  NorMkbe,  Rkharcku  C^*^ 
Clouccftrhc  et  Hcrtfordijc,  Richardu*  Cgmes  Winton,  Williclmus  Omes 
Albcmarliae,  Henricu s  Cowwi  Oxoniae,  ft  4jlii  lot ius  An^Mx  Bnronrst  Bro^ 
ceresy  et  Magnates,  ae  Nchi/es,  Portuum  Maris  IJahi'iafcrts,  MtCfWt  et  Citrmf 
et  Pc^Mlhs,  Saltttcm,    M,  Pari*.    ,<Amw/,  Burtoa. 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


oT   E  N  G  L  A  N  D.  47 

Barons,  KntghtS)  Nobkipen,  Abbou,  Priors,  and  zKhigEmyiiU 
great  Body  of  the  Clergy,  nine  Bifliops  ;  alfo  Earl  Ri^ 
sbard  the  King's  Brother,  the  Earls  of  Ghucifttr^  Lei-^ 
ctfter^  IVincb^iry  Hertford^  Roger  Bygot  Earl  Marc- 
fchal,  the  Earl  oi  Oxford  \  likewife  the  Earls  of  Lincoln^ 
Ferrer Sy  JVarren^  and  Peter  of  jSavoy^  E^rl  of  Richmond. 
Bom/ace^  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury,   was  not  at  this 
Meeting,  he  beins  engaged  at  that  Time  abroad  in  fome 
Afiairs  with  the  rope.     The  old  Demand,  the  Want     [  4^  ] 
of  Money,  was  urged  again  at  this  Time,  and  the  fame 
Murxnurings  began  on  the  Part  of  the  Barons  againft  it. 
They  faid,  *  They  admired  the  King  did  not  blu(h  at 
making  fuch  a  Demand  of  them  ;  becaufe  he  had  gi- 
ven them  his  Charter,  when  the  laft  Demand  was 
granted,  to  which  the  Lords  fcarcely  confented,  that 
he  would  not  again  load  his  Subiefls  with  fuch  Exac- 
tions :  That  he  was  greatly  to  blame  for  bis  indifcreet 
callingover  of  Foreigners,  on  whom  all  the  good  Things 
of  the  Kingdom  were  fcandaloufly  and  prodigally  wa- 
fted :  That  even  the  Daughters  of  the  Nobility  were, 
by  his  Means,  married  to  ignoble  Strangers,  without 
their  mutual  Confent,  which  is  the  Cement  of  Matri* 
mony;  and  his  own  natural- born  Subjects  fetafideand 
defpifed.     He  was  blamed  alfo,  and  not  undeferved- 
iy,  (ays  Parisy  Ihat  whatever  in  Eatables,  Drinkables, 
or  even  in  his  Robes,  but  particularly  in  Wines,  that 
he  u(ed,  his  Cuftom  was  to  take  them  by  Force  front 
the  lawful  Owners  and  Venders  of  them ;  by  thefc 
Means  greatly  injuring  his  own  Subjects,  as  well  as 
foreign  Merchants  who  brought  Goods  into  this  King* 
dom.     And  thus  Trade,   by  which  Nations  enrich 
each  other,  would  be  ruined  ' :  That  the  Nation  was 
Scandalized  and  impoverifhed,  the  Merchants  got  no- 
thing from  the  King  but  Law-Suits,  or  fome  mean 
Trifle  in  Return,  whence  Thoufands  of  terrible  Curfes 
are  called  down  on  him,  to  the  Danger  and  Difgrace 
of  the  whole  Kingdom.     Moreover,  that,  in  order  to     ' 
get  greater  Gifts  and  Premiums  from  thefe  Merchants, 
he  had  feized  upon  their  Wax,  Silks,  and  other  Mer- 
chandize, in  order  to  make  them  pay  for  the  Retiirn  ; 
to  the  Difhonour  of  himfelf  and  the  whole  Kingdom  ; 
not  without  grievous  Offence  to  God.     That,  in  all 

*  thefe 
'  A  jcaurkablc  Notion  of  the  Adrantage  of  Trade  even  in  thofe  Days  \ 
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tbdeThinss,  he  fe  tyrannisMid,  and  ftinUcd  to  be  cnief^ 
that  even  the  poor  Fiihcfmen  on  the  Sea-Cooftsy  who 
take  Herrings,  or  other  Fifli,  were  not  permitted  to 
difpofe  of  them  according  as  they  liked,  nor  dare  the 
Inhabhants  of  the  Towns  on  the  Sea-Coaib  purcbafe 
them ;  but  the  poor  Men  thought  it  fafer  to  put  to  Sea 
with  them,  even  in  ftormv  Whealher,  in  order  to  dir« 
pofe  of  them  in  foreign  Markets.  That  thefe  miferaUe 
Traders  were  fo  cnicTly  treated  by  the  King's  Cotledors, 
that  Punifhment  was  added  to  Liofs ;  for  after  receiving 
Injury  upon  Injury  in  their  proper  Perfons,  their  Ca^ts 
and  Horfes  were  taken  away  from  them,  and  driven 
into  fecret  Places.     That  he  kept  in  his  Hands  feveral 
rich  Bilhopricks  and  Abbacies,  founded  by  their  pious 
and  noble  Progenitors,  and  made  himfelf  both  Guar^ 
dian  and  Governor  of  them,  to  their  utter  Defl-rudion  ; 
contrary  to  the  foiemn  Oath  which  he,  principally^ 
fwore  at  his  Coronation.     LaiUv,  the  King  was  very 
much  blamed,  by  all  and  fingular  the  Complainants, 
that  he  had  neither  Chief  Juftice,  Chancellor,  nor 
Treafurer  in  his  Council,  as  he  ought  to  have,  and  aa 
his  mod  Noble  Predeceflbrs  had  before  him  ;  but  thofe 
OfEccrs'he  had  were  allowed  to  do  their  own  Will  and 
Plcafare,  provided  he  gained  thereby ;  not  promoting 
the  Public  Good,  but  feeking  only  their  own  Prefer- 
ment, bcin^  fuffered  to  get  as  much  Money  ^  thcr 
could,  provided  his  Cuftoms  and  Rents  were  but  firit 
paid.' 

The  King,  when  he  heard  all  this,  was  much  eon- 
founded  within  himfelf,  and  afbamed,  kys  Paris ^  be- 
caufe  he  knew  it  all  to  be  very  true.  He  promifed, 
therefore,  *  That,  certainly  and  truly,  all  thefe  Faulty 
«  fhould  be  amended  ^'  hoping  by  this  Humility,  tho* 
it  was  feigned,  to  bend  their  Hearts  to  the  granting  his 
Demand  more  eafily.  But  the  Barons,  more  exafperated 
at  tbisfeemtngComplaifance,  anfwered  again,  *  All  thifr 

*  will  be  made  manifeft  in  a  little  Time ;  we  have 

*  waited  hitherto  patiently,  and 'as  our  King  carries  to 

*  us,  fo  we  in  all  Things  will  behave  towards  him.* 
Thus,  adds  our  Author,  Matters  were  delayed  and 
poftponed,  from  Candlemas^  when  this  Convention  met, 
to  the  Fcaft  of  St.  John  Baptiji^  to  which  Time  they 
were  prorogued. 

In 
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In  the  mean  while  the  King,  cither  of  his  own  Head,  K«flg  Benry  liU 
or  by  the  Advice  of  his  Courtiers,  who  could  not  bear 
the  Icaft  Retrenchment  of  the  Prerogative,  became  more 
hardened  and  more  exafperated  againft  his  Barons ;  fo      [  5^  I 
that  the  afbrdTaid  Grievances  ftill  remained  "'ircdrefs'd.^j^^j^     . 

At  the  Day  appointed  all  the  Nobility  met  again  at       1148. 
London^  and  were  received  by  the  King  with  the  ^Ilow-    At  Londw. 
ing  Speech : 

My  Lords  and  Peers  of  England j 

y^O  U  are  all  of  you  willing^  I  find^  to  have  my  Min^'^^  King*t  re* 

•*     hent  to  your  own  IVilh^  and  have  not  treated  your^^^f^^^\^^ 

King  at  all  civily  in  this  Matter,     Tou  would  have  mandnncn  of 

me  fubmit  to  your  Pleafure^  and  yield  to  any  Terms  /A^/thcBwoni. 

ysu  think  fit  to  offer.     By  this  yon  impofe  a  very  flavijh 

Condition  on  me^  and  deny  me  that  Liberty  and  Authority 

which  every  Mafter  exercifes  in  his  own  Family.     For^ 

furely^t  every  Mafter  of  a  Family  may  ufe  whofe  and  what 

Counfei  he  fleafes ;  and^  in  his  own  Houfe^  put  in  or  put 

out  what  Officers  he  thinks  fit ;  yet  all  this  you  prefume  to 

deny  to  your  Lord  and  King.  As  Servants^  therefore^  ought 

not  to  judge  or  impofe  any  Difficulties  on  their  Majlcrs^fo 

neither  Jhould  Vajfals  any  on  their  Prince.     The  Servant 

is  not  above  his  Lord,  nor  the  Difciple  above  his  Mafter  ;         * 

and  what  is  your  King  more  than  yottr  Servant  ^  if  he  is  t9 

obey  your  Commands  ?  Therefore  my  Refolution  is^  neither 

to  remove  the  Chancellor j  Jufticiaryy  nor  the  Treafurer^  at 

your  Pleafttre ;  nor  will  1  appoint  any  other.     I  expeSf  a 

fnfficient  Aid  of  Money  from  you  for  the  Defence  and  Re^ 

covery  of  my  Rights  beyond  Sea^  in  which  you  are  alfo 

equally  comermd. 

To  this  fmart  Speech  from  the  Throne,  the  Barons 
imanimoufly  returned  this  fliort  Anfwer,  *  That  they 

•  would  no  longer  impoverifh  tbemfelves,  to  enrich 

•  Foreigners,  as  they  had  formerly  done,  when  they 
*gavc  Money  for  the  King's  Expedition  into  Gafcoigny 
/  and  Poi£iou*    And  thus  this  Parliament  was  diflblved 

without  any  Satisfa£tion  either  to  their  Sovereign  or 
themfeives :  But  the  King  was  hereby  reduced  to  fo 
great  aNeceffity,  that  he  was  obliged  to  expofe  to  Sale 
his  Jewels,  Plate,  and  other  rich  Utenfils  of  his  Houfe  ; 
which  Veflels,  though  they  were  curioufly  wrought  and 
Vol.  L  D  gilded, 
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Ktsg  Binrf  III«gilded,  wcre  not  fold  according  to  their  Value,  but 
Weight.  The  King  had  the  Quriofily,  fays  Paris^  to 
inquire  who  could  buy  thofe  rich  Veuels ;  he  was  an* 
t  5O  fwcred,  they  were  fold  zt  London  \  Yesy  fays  theKing^ 
J  know  Viry  wellj  that  if  the  Riches  of  0<^vius  Ca*far 
were  to  be  fold^  the  City  ^London  is  able  to  buy  it  all: 
Thofe  Londoi^  Clownsy  who  call  themfelves  Barons^  adds 
he,  are  fo  full  of  Riches  ^  that  they  are  glutted  with  them  ; 
that  City  is  an  inexhaujlible  Spring  of  TVeaUh*  Upon 
this  Occafion,  fays  our  Author,  the  King  took  it  into 
bis  Head  to  fleece  them,  which  he  afterwards  did  moft 
effectually. 

It  was  three  Years  after  this  before  the  King  thought 
fit  to  call  another  Parliament.  We  may  ftile  it  now  a 
great  Parliament^  becaufe  our  Author,  Matthew  PariSf 
calls  it  here  fo,  for  the  very  firft  Time  ^  From  whence 
we  may  reaibnably  conclude,  that  this  Word  Parlia^* 
menty  of  Norman  ExtraSion,  was  then  come  into  Ufe. 
And,  indeed,  if  this  Appellation  is  derived,  as  the  Lord 
Coke  fays,  from  fpeaking  one's  Mind^  it  could  not  be 
applied  to  any  Period  of  Time,  or  to  any  Reign,  more 
properly  than  to  This  we  are  now  treating  of. 

Anno  Rcgni  35.  ^  Marchj  1 25 1,  a  great  Parliament  was  held  at 
i»sx.  London^  in  which  Henry  de  Bath^  Chief  Juftice  of  Eng^ 
landj  wa3  called  upon  to  anfwer  to  feveral  Crimes  and 
At  LoMdoM.  Mifdemeanors  alledgcd  againft  him.  The  King  himfelf 
was  his  Profecutor,  and  therefore  his  Adverfaries  loaded 
him  the  heavier.  The  King  was  very  angry  with  the^ 
Juftice,  that  he  came  thither,  as  it  were,  guarded  by 
a  great  Number  of  armed  Men  of  his  Wife's  Kindred 
and  his  own,  as  well  as  all  his  Servants ;  be  accuCed 
him  more  highly  than  the  reft,  laying  to  his  Charge, 
amongft  other  Things,  That  he  was  a  Difturber  of  the 
whole  Kingdom^  by  exafperating  all  his  Barons  againft 
him^  from  which  a  general  Sedition  might  be  expected. 
Therefore  the  King  caufed  it  to  be  proclaimed  by  the 
common  Cryer  at  London^  and  in  Court,  that  if  an^ 
Perfon  had  anv  Caufe  of  A^on,  or  Complaint,  againft 
Henry  de  BatPj  they  fhould  come  into  Court  before  the 
King's  Prefence,  and  there  they  Ihould  be  fully  heard, 
r  j2  ]  By  ^^^  Means  many  Complaints  were  urged  againft 
him ',  and  one  of  his  own  Brother  Juftices  openly  proteft^ 

ed^ 
t  Modern  Amio^  fdl,  125 1,  babitun  ift  ParliamcAtum  mg£9»m  Lon* 
imU    M^Parit. 
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^,  That  he  fuf&r'd  a  very  great  Villain)  imprifon'd  add  Ring  ibnj  m. 
coiw'h^,  to  efcape  unpunifhed,  having  received  feveral 
very  rich  Gifts  for  thatPurpofe;  an  Ofience  of  very  ereat 
Prejudice  to  the  King's  Authority,  2nd  no  fmall  Dan- 
ger and  Scandal  to  the  reft  of  the  Juftices  his  Brethren. 
Upon  which,  fays  Part's^  the  King  being  much  pn>- 
vdced,  mounted  up  on  High,  and  called  out  with  a 
loud  Voice,  That  if  any  Man  whatfoevir  will  iill  Henry 
de  Bath,  be  Jhall  bi  atquitud  of  bis  Dtaib^  and  I  pro^ 
m$tmce  him  acquittid  autrdingfyi  and  then  the  King 
withdrew  haftily.  There  were  many  prefent,  adds  Parif^ 
that  would  have  done  this  Lord  of  Bath*%  Bufmefs  for 
him  foon,  had  not  the  Lord  John  Man/el interpofedy  and 
prudently  check'd  their  Fury.  *  My  Lords  and  Friends^ 
<  (ays  he,  I  am  not  againft  profecuting  him,  but  it  is 

*  not  ncceflarjr  at  all  to  be  thus  in  Anger ;  perhaps  out 

*  Lord  the  Kmg,  by  this  Time,  repents  his  thundering 
^  out  this  raih  Expreffion  :  Befides,  if  you  lay  violent 
^  Hands  on  Henry^  behold  the  Bifliop  of  London  will 

*  excommunicate  you,  and  his  Military  Friends  may 

*  revenge  his  Death.^  Thus,  in  a  great  Meafure,  their 
Fury  was  appeafed ;  and  Earl  Richard^  with  the  afore- 
iaid  Bilhop,  taking  up  the  Matter,  Things  were  carried 
with  more  Moderation  againft  him.  The  King  being 
afterwards  privately  informed,  that  there  mieht  be  fome 
Gain  in  the  Cafe,  and  a  certain  Sum  of  Money  bein^ 
promifed,  the  Prifoner  was  releafed  both  from  Death 
and  Bondage ;  and  in  a  very  fhort  Time  after,  on  the 
Payment  of  2000  Marks,  was  reconciled  to  the  King, 
and  entered  again  into  his  Office,  as  if  nothing  had 
happened. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  Demand  of  Money  wai 
made,  or  any  other  Bufinefs  done  at  this  Parliament.   . 

In  another  great  Convention  of  the  Eftates  of  theAnnoRegnUSi 
Realm,  which  met,  by  Summons,  at  fVeJiminfter^  at       1251* 
ibe  latter  End  of  the  Year  1252,  and  continued,  by      ^ 
Adjournment,  till  after  f^^^r,  in  the  Year  following^ '^^ '^'^*'"'-^'^* 
the  Exadions  of  the  Pope  on  the  Clergy  of  England 

was  the  great  Subjedt  of  Complaint ;  in  regard  that,  be- 

fides  his  other  Claims,  he  had  now  demanded  a  Tenth  — " 
of  all  the  Goods  of  the  Clergy  for  his  own  Ufe.     Thcf  '  [  S3  1 
Hifiory  we  quote  from  does  not  mention  what  was. 
imt  to  alleviate  this  Complaint  i  and  only  adds  that,  at 
D  2  the 
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King  Hecfjr  III.  thc  ncxt  Meeting,  by  Adjournment,  a  Cmfe  was  de- 
nounced, in  the  moft  folemn  Manner,  by  the  Arch- 
A  folemn  Ex-  ^'^°P  ^f  Canterbury^  and  thirteen  other  Biihops,  in 
communication  Pontificalibus^  a^ainft  all  and  fingular  Perfons  that  fought 
pronounced  by  to  infringe  the  Liberties  of  Holy  Church,  and  thofe  of 
l>«ij!mcnt'  ^  *^  G*"^^  Charters.  This  Ceremony  was  performed 
againft  Aich  as  before  the  King  in  the  Great  Hall  zvfFeJiminfter ;  the 
violate  thc  Great  Form  of  the  Sentence,  ot  Anathema ^  itfelf  is  prefcrv'd  in 
*"«"•  the  Annals  of  Burton^  and  in  one  or  two  more  of  our 

old  Hiftorbns,  under  this  Year ;  and,  no  doubt,  was 
a  terrible  Piece  of  Church  Thunder  in  thofe  Days ". 

Thc 

.    ■  We  {htl\  give  it  in  its  own  Language  as  follows  : 

Anno  Gratia  m.cc.liii.  tertio  Idus  Maii>  in  majori  Aula  Rfgi'a  Weft* 
nonailerii,  fu6  Prafentia  &  jfjftnfu  Domini  H.  Det  Gratia  Rtgit  AngluK 
^illufirii^  6^  Domnorum  R.  C«mr/j  Cornobix  Frtfrm  /iri,  R.  Ccmitis  Nor- 
^fochiaefilf  Suthfocfaise,  Marefiaili  AngViXt  H.  Ccmitis  Hereford,  H.  ComieiM 
Oxoniae,  !•  Comitis  Warren,  &  aiiorum  Optima  turn  Rcgni  Ang!ia;»  nos  B« 
diwna  Affferatiom  Cantuarienfis  Arcbiepifcopus  tot  ins  Anglia;  Primas,  K« 
Londonienfii,  H.  Elyenfti,  R.  Lincolnienfis,  W.  Wigornenfis,  W.  Nor- 
wicenlis,  P.  Herefordenils,  W.  Sarelbyrienns,  W.  DuneJmenfis,  R.  £x« 
onienfis,  S.  Carkolcnfis,  W.  Bathonienfis,  L.  Roffenfis,  Th.  MenevenfU 
Epifcopi^  Pontificalihus  induti^  CanJcUi  accerfis,  m  TrafffgreJ/hra  Libtr^ 
tatnm  Ecclefiafiiearum,  &  Lihertatum,  feu  liberarum  ConJ'uttudinttm  Re^ni 
Angliz,  &  pracipne  earum  qu4e  continentur  in  Charta  co9,munium  Literta" 
turn  Regni  et  Charta  de  Forefta,  Excommumcationis  Sentcntiam  Jolemniter 
tulimus  fuh  bac  Forma  : 

'  Aaaoritate  Dei  oronipotentis.  Patris  ic  Filii,  &  Spiritus  ianCtif  Sc  glo« 
^  riofae  Dei  Genitricis  femperque  Virginis  Marine ;  bcatorum  Apo/toloruin 
^  Petri  Zc  Pauii,  omniumquc.ApoAolgrum  ;  bcati  Ihoma  Archicpifcopi  Sc 

*  Maityris,  omniumque  Martyrom  ;  ?eati  Edwardi  Regis  Anglidt^  omni- 
'  unique  Confeilbnim  atque  Virginum,  omniumque  fandorum  Dei»  Esf* 
f  commanicasnus,  Anathematisamus,  U  a  Liminibus  fandi  Matris  Eccleilae 

*  fequeftramus  omnes  illos  qui  amodo  fcienfcr  &  malitiofe  Ecclefias  priva« 

*  vcrint  vel  fpoliavcrint  fuo  Jure ;  Item  omncs  illos  qui  Ecdefiadicas  Li- 

*  bcrtate;,  vel  antiquas  Regni  Coftfuetudines  approbatas,  &  prsedpue  Li« 

*  bertates  9c  liberas  Confoetudines,  quae  in  Chartis  communium  LiberU'* 

*  turn  &  de  Forefta  continentur,  conceffis  a  Domino  Rege  Archiepifcopis, 
'  Epiicopis,  &  ceteris  Anglia  Prslatis,  Comitibus,  Baronibos,  Militibus* 

*  Sc  libere  Tenentibus,  quacumque  Arte  vel  Ingenio  violaverint,  infrege* 

*  r'ltkt,  diminucrint,  ieu  mutaverint,  clam  vel  palam,  Fado,  Verbo>  vel 
'  Coniilio,  contra  illas  vel  earum  aliquam  in  quocumque  Articulo  temere 
^  venitndo.  Item  omnes  illos  qui  contra  illas  vel  ea^um  aliquam  Sututa 
'  ediderint  vel  edita  fervaverint,  Confuetudines  introduxerint  vel  ferva- 
'  verint  introdu6tas,  Scripcores  Statutorum,  necnon  Confiliarios,  Sc  £xe- 

*  cutoret,  Sc  qui  fecundum  ea  prxfumferint  judicare.  Qui  omnes  Sc  Hnguli 

*  fuperius  memorati  hanc  Sentcntiam  incurfuros  fe  noverint  ipfo  Fa£lo, 
'  qui  Scienter  aliquid  commiferint  de  prasdiAis :  Qui  vero  Ignoranter  ;  nift 

*  commoniti,  inha  quindenam  a  Tempore  Commonitiorns  fe  correxerint, 

*  Sc  Arbitrio  Ordinariorum  plcnc  fati*.lecerint  de  Commiflis,  ex  nuac  fint 

*  hac  Senientia  involuti.     Eadem  etiam  Sententia  innodamus  oroncs  Uloa 

*  qui  Paccm  Regis  Sc  Regni  praefumferint  perturbare.* 

Jn  cujus  Rei  Memoriam  fempiternam  AW  S^na  n*fira  prafetttibtet  duxi* 
wutt  app^nendu^ 
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The  next  Year  King  Henry  went  with  an  Army  into  King  Hturyhiu 
Gafcojgftyy  and  there  recovered  what  had  been  taken 
from  him  in  that  Country.  During  the  King's  Abfence,      [  54  ] 
in  the  Year   1254,  another  Parliament  was  held  in  ^n^o  Regni  38, 
*  Lottdm^  but  it  does  not  appear  how  fummon'd,  to  which  .      1154. 
came,  as  fpecial  Meffengers  from  the  King,  thefe  Noble* 
men,  the  Earl  Marefchal  Roger  Bygoty  and  Gilbert  dt 
Segrave :  There  were  prefent  at  this  Meeting  the  Queen, 
Richard  Earl  of  Cornwall  the  King's  Brother,  the  Earl 
of  fUncbeJlery.  and  all  the  Bifhops  of  England^  except 
the  two  Archbiihops,  and  the  Bifhops  of  Durham  and 
Batbj  who  were  with  the  King  in  Gafcoigny.  The  Af- 
fembly  being  ail  met,  the  King's  Prolocutor  and  MefTen- 
ger  rofe  up  and  &id. 

My  Lords  and  Friends, 

TN  whofe  Brea/i  the  Kingj  our  Majier^  placet  his  Con-  The  Lords  Com- 
^  fidenccj  nor  hath  he  any  other  Refuge  to  jiy  to  but  /^miflionen  Speech 
bis  faithful  SuhjeSls.    You  all  know  very  well  how  be  has  '^^i^^Ji^^ 
txpofed  himfelf  with  Courage  and  Conftancy^  to  the  Dan- 
girs  of  the  Sea^  and  to  the  uncertain  Fate  of  fVar^  for 
the  Good  of  his  Kingdom.    He  found  abroad  the  Enemy  . 
vtry  formidable  and  ftrong  againfi  htm  ;  fome  Part  of. 
them  he  has  already  fubdued^  and  the  refi  he  hopes  to  conr 
fuer.     The  King  of  Caftile,  whom  he  expelled  to  have 
found  his  very  good  Friend^  as  well  as  Kinfman^  was  his 
bitterejl  Enemy ^  and  proved  very  unfaithful  to  him  j  to 
whom  the  Gafcoigners  were  greatly  inclined^  and  would 
father  have  a  Spaniard  for  their  Kingj  than  their  own 
natural  Lord;  therefore  the  Kingy  being  in  a  great  Straity 
demands  ftom  you  a  powerful  andfufficient  Aid  to  ajfifi  him* 

Some  of  the  King's  Mcflcngers  brought  alfo  with 
them,  as  Proofs  of  the  King's  Danger,  Javelins  of 
a  monftrous  Size,  called  Quarrels,  which  were  thrown 
from  Crofs-Bows  j  the  Arches  of  thefe  Bows  were  pro- 
portionably  made  of  fmall  Timbers  put  together,  and  the 
D  3  Hafts 

M*  Paris  rebtei.  That  at  the  End  of  this  Sentence,  when  the  Pf  elatet 
aft  down  their  Tapers,  cxtinguiHied  and  fmoking,  with  this  Execration, 
'  So  may  all  that  incur  this  Sentence  be  extinguiihed  and  ftink  in  Hell^* 
'  the  King  immediauly  fubjoined,  So  help  me  God,  I  will  keep  all  thefe 
'  Things  inviolate,  as  I  am  a  Man,  as  I  am  a  Chfi^aOj  at  I  am  a  Knigl^^ 
'  at  I  am  a  Kin^  crowned  and  anointed,* 
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Kins  Btnrj,  IIL  Hafts  of  th(  Spears,  fays  our  Author,  alluding  to  that  of 

Goliahy  like  a  Weaver's  Beam.     Earl  Richard^  that  he 

i  Si  ^      might  fct  an  Exanrjplc  to  the  reft,  firft  anfwered,  and 

teftified  his  Steadinefs,  fays  Parhy  very  heartily  in  this 

memorable  Saying,  ^  I,  that  am  more  powerful  and 

*  more  obliged  than  the  reft  of  you,  will  aflift  my  Lord 
c  and  Brother  as  much  as  I  qan,  and  therefore  I  will 

*  keep,  at  my  own  Expence,  300  Soldiers,  by  the  Year, 

*  to  nght  for  him/  The  Earl  of  Gloucejiir  promifed 
alfo  an  Aid  to  the  King  according  to  his  Power ;  add- 
ing, *  That  he  would  in  no  wife  help  the  King  to  con- 

<  quer  Countries,  but  would  aflift  him  againft  the  King 

*  of  Cajiile  if  he  aflaulted  hin^/  In  this  Manner  alfo 
Earl  Ri :bard  couch^A  his  Promife,  faying,  *  If  Things 

*  really  be  as  they  are  reported.*  At  thefe  Words  the 
whole  Aflembly  took  Fire,  and  difcovering  the  Snare 
that  was  laid  for  them,  cried  out,  *  Oh !  What  meao 
^  Arts  and  fpecious  Pretences  do  our  Superiors  make 
«  Ufe  of  to  deceive  us  ?  Hath  not  the  King  called  the 

<  Queen  and  his  eldeft  Son  and  Heir  both  weak  and 

*  cowardly,  becaufe  they  do  not  come  to  him  I  which 

<  by  no  Means  they  ought  to  do,  if  the  King  of  CeftiU 
y  and  he  arc  at  fuch  Variance ;  he  ought  rather,  if  he 
^  had  them  with  him,  to  fend  them  back  into  England  as 

*  a  Place  of  Safety.  Has  he  not  fpoke  lately  of  an  ex- 
«  traordinary  Marriage  to  be  cotitra^ed  between  them? 

*  All  he  fpcalf:s  is  a  flat  Contradi<^ion.'  Thus  the  King 
made  h'unfelf  appear  faithlefs  to  all  the  AfTembly,  whica 
immediately  broke  up  without  doing  any  Things  and 
Earl  Richard  fent  an  Account  of  it  to  his  Brother  °^. 

Anno  Re^  38,  Not  long  after  this,  and  in  the  fame  Year,  another 
iiS4«  Aflembly  of  the  Nobles  was  called  to  meet  at  London  5 
the  Writs  fent  to  the  Sheriffs  are  ftill  extant  °,  direding 
fit  IrM^s.  them  to  return  two  legal  and  difcreet  Knights,  cbofen  by 
the  reft  in  each  County,  to  ad  in  Behalf  of  thqm  all, 
in  order  to  confult  with  all  the  other  Knights  of  Shires 
fummoned  alfo  to  appear  before  the  King's  Council  at 
Wijlminjler^  and  to  provide  iuch  an  Aid  as  they  fhould 
be  willing  to  grant  to  the  King  in  his  urgent  hfeccflxty. 
The  King,  under  his  Royal  Signet,  fent  an  Account  to 

this 
n  A  Copy  of  the  Ear}*s  Letter  to  the  King  is  preierved  in  the  Mditmm 
mtnta  of  M,  Paris, 
u  Ciauf.  38  B,  Uh  m.  ta.  d.  sl  7.  d,  m.  13.  d.  &c^ 
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this  Parliament  of  bis  extreme  Want  of  Money,  in  or^KiagBtmjUu 

itTy  as  he  faid,  to  enable  him  to  withftand  the  Force  of 

a  very  great  Enemy  comine  againft  him*     To  this  he 

was  anfwered  by  sul  and  fiigular,  lays  Paris,  *  Thac      [  56  1 

^  they  had  waited  now  fiiU  three  Weeks  in  L$ndon,  in 

^  Expe^tlon  of  (being  Earl  Richard^  and  the  reft  of  the 

*  Nobles  who  were  gone  over  to  the  King  into  Gajcoignyi 
^  and  that  they  were  fo  often  grieved  with  thefe  Exac* 
^  tions,  that  they  could  not  live  under  them  :  That  they 

*  would  not  refufe  to  go  to  the  King's  Affiftance  in  Per^ 
^  fon,  if  they  were  better  afltired  that  the  King  oiCaftik 

*  was  coming  againft  him  as  an  Enemy ;  tho*  they  could 

*  not  but  wonder,  that  when  Simon  Earl  of  Leicefter 

*  went  into  GafcoignyznA  fubdued  a  great  Party  of  Rc- 
<  bels,  that  the  famelCing  of  Caftile  did  not  at  that  Time 
^  affift  them,  in  Oppofition  to  the  Intereft  of  England/ 

With  thefe  and  many  more  fuch  Reafons  as  were 
urged  in  the  laft  Parliament,  as  well  as  being  told  the 
real  Truth  by  Simon  Eail  of  Leicefter,  who  was  then 
come  back  from  abroad,  the  Nobles,  fays  Parisy  efcap'd 
the  Snare  laid  for  them.  This  fubtle  Vapour,  adds  he, 
was  faid  to  arife  from  the  ftinking  fulphurous  Spring  of 
Poi^tvin  Counfels ;  and  the  Nobles,  with  great  Indiana^ 
tion,  tho'  very  (brrowful  at  thefe  Proceedings,  retired. 

It  appears,  bv  the  Courfe  of  this  Hiftory,  that  the 
Barons  were  right  in  their  Conje£hires  about  the  King 
of  Cafiile^  and  that  he  was  no  fuch  dangerous  Enemy  as 
Hiwry  reprefented ;  for,  very  foon  after  Siis  laft  Meetmg^ 
a  Marriage  was  a^uaily  confummated  betwixt  Prince 
Edward^  the  King  of  Englamfs  eldeft  Son,  and  the 
Princefs  EUanor^  Sifter  to  thhJIpbonJus  King  of  Cqftilt^ 
fcTr.  The  Spanijb  King  gave  up  all  Title  whatfoever 
that  he  had  to  Gafcoigny ;  and  Henry  fettled  that  Pro- 
vince, with  all  Inland  and  IFalesy  hfc.  upon  hi^  Sos 
Prince  £icMir  J  on  the  Marriage,  — —  — 

In  the  fucceeding  Year,  1 255,  about  Eafttr^  foon  after  Anno  Regni  39. 
the  King's  Return  from  abroad,  another  Parliament  was       1255. 
called  to  meet  at  London*    Paris  writes,  that  there  never 
was  feen  fuch  a  Number  of  the  Nobility,  both  Ecclefi-    At  UtidoK» 
aftics  and  Seculars,  as  were  met  together  at  that  Time. 
The  King  acquainted  them  with  the  great  Debts  he  had 
contradcd,  and  that  without  their  Affiftance  he  could 

not 
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King  HfffTjr  III.  not  difcharge  them,  and  therefore,  with  much  Earrieft- 
ncfs,  demanded  a  pecuniary  Aid  for  thatPurpofe  **. 
I  57  J  This  Parliament  proved  full  as  refolute  againft  the 

King  as  any  of  the  former.  They  began  with  recount- 
ing old  Grievances;  and  withall  demanded  that  the  Chief 
Juftice,  Chancellor,  and  Treafurer,  might  be  chofen  by 
the  Common  Council  of  the  Kingdom,  as  had  been 
juftly  and  antiently  ufed  ;  and  likewife  that  they  might 
not  be  removed  but  for  the  mod  apparent  Crimes,  and 
by  the  Deliberation  and  Cotifent  of  the  whole  Kingdom. 
Concluding  with  this  extraordinary  ExprefEon,  *  That 

*  they  (hould  never  be  able  to  bind  their  Proteus  of  a 

*  King,  without  he  granted  all  that  they  demanded/  But 
this  the  King  refolutely  refufed  j  on  which  the  Barons 
declared  that  Bufinefs  Ihould  be  deferred  untill  the  Mi- 
chaelmas following  J  and  this  Council  adjourned  them- 
felves  to  that  Time. 

Aoao  Regni  39.     The  fimc  Year,  on  the  Feaft  of  St.  Luke^  the  No- 

**S5*         bility  of  the  Kingdom  met  again,  by  Adjournment,  at 

Wtftminfier.     Here  the  King  firft  attacked  his  Brother 

KtWifitmnfir.  Richard^  Ezrl  of  Cor nwally  and  earneftly  preffed  him  to 
give  him  an  Aid  of  Money ;  to  whom  the  Pope  alfo  had 
Wrote,  requiring  him  to  lend  his  Brother  40,000,  (with- 
out faying  whether  Pounds  or  Marks)  that  he  might  fet 
a  pious  Example  to  others.  But  Richard  regarding  his 
Money  more  than  either  his  Brother's  Wants  or  the 
Pope's  Letters,  and  being  vexed  at  him  for  going  into 
jtpulta^  wheedled  thither  by  Italian  Artifices,  without 
the  Confcnt  of  him  or  his  Baronage,  fairly  refufed  hinni 
the  Loan  p.  And  when  the  King  moved  the  Matter 
to  the  reft,  they  replied,  *  That,  at  that  Time,  all  had 

*  not  been  fummoned  according  to  the  Tenor  of  their 

*  Great  Charter,  and  therefore  they  would  then  make  no 

*  Anfwer,  or  grant  any  Aid  without  the  reft  of  the  Peers,* 
This  Parliament,  fays  the  Monk,  by  many  fiftitious  De- 

[  58  ]  lays,  was  continued  a  Month,  whilft  the  Nobles  were 
emptying  their  Purfes  at  London ;  and  then  returned  home 
without  doing  any  Bufinefs. 

In 

o  The  Annali  q{  Burton  call  the  Aid  that  the  King  demanded  at  this 
Meeting  Horngelth  ;  which  Skinner  defines  Tributum  eiim  pro  coma  tit 
AninMUhus  in  Regis  Saitu  pajiispendi  folitum ,  ab  AtS»  iioKN  Conui,  ct 
CiLD  So/utio,     Hkinner^s  Etymolog. 

P  Matt.  Paris  relates,  that  this  Earrs  Treafure  was  fo  great^  that  ho 
could  ipeod  100  Marks  every  Day  for  ten  Ycari  togetlicr* 
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In  the  Year  1257  a^^o^^er  Parliament  was  called  to  K^'ng  Hewjr  iii, 
meet  at  Weftminjier^  about  Eqfter^  in  order  to  treat  of  AanoRegni4i. 
the  Buflnefs  of  Apulia  'J.   To  this  Meeting,  fays  Parh^        1257. 
came  fuch  a  Multitude  of  Perfons,  of  all  Sorts,  thzt  Lon^  ^^  w^wd^tr, 
don  /carce  could  contain  them.   It  feems  that  the  Crown 
of  Sicily^  and  fmall  Territory  of  Apulia^  in  Italy^  had 
been  offered  to  Prince  EJmund,  the  King's  fecond  Son» 
by  the  Pope  the  Year  before,  provided  the  King  would 
recover  Sidfy  from  the  Hands  it  was  then  in.   This  had 
been  refufed  by  the  States,  as.  a  foreign  Country  not  ^ 

worth  the  Trouble  and  Expence  of  recovering  ' ;  and 
Apulia  now  was  reje£led  in  the  fame  Manner,  though  the 
King  came  in  Perfon  to  this  Parliament  with  his  Son 
Edmund^  clad  in  an  Apultan^  or  Italian  Habit,  fays  Pa- 
m,  in  order  to  induce  their  Compliance.  In  this  Par- 
liament Richard  Earl  of  Cornwally  the  King's  Brother, 
took  Leave  of  the  Peers,  and  foon  after  fet  out  for  G/r- 
maity  to  be  crowned  King  of  the  Romans  \  to  which  Di^- 
nity^he  had  been  elected  fomc  Time  before. 

The  Year  following,  1 258,  and  about  the  fame  Time,  Anno  Regnl  4^ 
a  Parliament  was  again  fummoned  to  meet  at  London.       '^5^* 
The  King  was  preSed  by  the  Pope  on  the  Subje£l  of    ^^  UudoM- 
Apulia^  for  it  feems  he  had  fent  a  Kind  of  a  Legate  to  de- 
mand jche  Money  which,  upon  the  King's  Requeft,  he 
had  ol)liged  himfelf  to  pay  to  the  Merchants  for  that  Bu- 
fincfe-    The  King  demanded  a  very  large  Sum  to  clear 
himfelf  of  this  IVfatter,  which  the  Barons  ftiffly  denied 
to  af&il  him  with  :  And  in  this  Parliament  there  arofe 
great  Heats  and  Contentions  between  the  King  and 
the  Barons,  who  made  great  Complaints  againft  him. 

•  They  faid  that  he  flighted  the  Keys  •  and  Power  of      p  ^    i 

•  the  Church,  and  did  not  obferve  the  Tenor  of  His      •■  59  J 

•  Great  Charter ;  that  he  had  raifed  to  Dignities  and 
'  Riches  his  Half  Brothers,  againft  Law  and  Right,  as 

•  if  they  had  beep  the  natural  People  of  the  Land,  and 

•  would  not  fuflter  any  Writ  to  iffue  out  of  Chancery 
'  againft  them :  That  although  the  Pride  of  his  Brothers 

and 

1  Apulia  is  a  Diftri£l  in  Italy,  now  calPd  Pu^lia. 

r  The  Reafons  of  the  Peers  for  reje^ing  this  Propofal  are  drawn  up  by 
Dr,  Brady,  in  bit  complete  Hifiory  of  England,  Vol«  J.  p.  6i6>  from  the 
^aaJs  of  Sarton, 

*  The  Anathema,  dcnouncM  in  Parliament  igainft  the  Violaton  of 
Uac!ia  Ckakta^  [See  before  p.  5Z,  53.]  was  con/u-med  by  the  Bull  of 
?ofchncccnt  IV,  the  Yew  foUowiaj.    Annah  oi  Burton,  p.  331. 
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KiQ(fi;r«O^IU«<  and  other  Poi^evim  was  intolerable,  yet  JV^Uiam  di 

*  Vahnci  exceeded  them  all/  Simon  Montfort^  Earl  of 
Liicefier^  taking  Advantage  of  thefe  Diiputes,  com- 

Elained  aloud,  not  to  the  lung,  but  to  the  whole  Afiem- 
ly,  *  Calling  for  Juftice ;  and  charged  the  King  with 
^  promoting  and  enriching  Strangers,  defpifing  and  wa- 
^  fling  his  own  People,  to  the  Subverfion  of  the  whole 
^  Kingdom ;  hy  which  Means  he  became  unable  to  re- 
^  pel  the  Injuries  of  fo  inconfiderable  a  People  as  the 

At  this  ParHament  it  was  that  the  King,  coming  into 
the  HQufe,  found  all  his  Barons  in  Armour,  and  with 
Swords  by  their  Sides.  They  laid  them  by,  indeed,  when 
he  entered  ;  but  the  King  being  much  furprized  at  this 
firange  Sight,  alked  them,  with  fome  Emotion,  what  they 
meant  by  it,  and  if  he  was  their  Prifoner  i  Roger  Bvgot^ 
z  Man  of  great  Warmth  and  Infolence,  anfwered.  No ; 
but  that  they  were  determin'd  to  have  ail  Poilftoins  and 
Strangers  banifhed  out  of  the  Kingdom  :  Upon  which 
great  Heats  and  Debates  arofe,  and  continued  for  fome 
Time,  when  the  Parliament  was  adjourned  to  be  holden 
at  Oxford  on  the  Feaft  of  St.  Barnabas  following :  But* 
before  the  Adjournment,  the  Barons  promifed  the  King, 

<  That  if  he  would  reform  the  ^tate  of  the  Kingdom,  ac- 

<  cor.ding  to  their  Advice,  and  the  Pope  would  make  the 

<  CEonditions  about  the  Affair  of  Sicily^^  l^c.  more  eafy^ 

<  fo  that  it  might  he  profecuted  with  Effedi,  they  would 
«  then  endeavour  to  procure  him  a  common  Aid,  or 

•  Taic,  for  that  Purpofe/  The  King  agreed  fo  far,  that, 
before  Chriftmas  next  coming,  the  Sate  of  the  Kingdom 
fliQuld  be  rectified  hy  them  and  the  Pope's  Legate,  if 
in  England  \  and,  for  the  Performance  of  what  fhould 
le  oraained,  he  put  himfelf  into  the  Pope's  Power,  fb  as 
he  might  compel  him  to  it,  which  Way  he  pleafed,  hj 
£ccleuafttcal  Cenfure;  and  to  this  he  made  his  Soo 
Edward  fwear  that  he  would  obfcrve  and  keep  what  he 
had  granted. 

At  the  fame  Time  he  likcwife  granted  to  the  Barons, 
that  the  State  of  the  Kin^lom  ihould  be  redified  and  re* 
formed,  by  twdve  faithful  Perfons  of  his  Council  then 
chofen,  and  twelve  others  to  be  chofen  by  the  Barons, 
who  (hould  meet  at  Oxford^  a  Month  after  JVhitfunday 
next  coming,  to  do  every  Thing  that  they  ihould  fee  ^ 

to 
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to  the  Honour  of  God  and  the  Good  of  the  kingdom.  Kiag  Bmy  UU 
The  King  promifed  inviolably  to  obferve  whacfoever  [  60  1 
(hould  be  ordained  by  thofe  Twenty- four,  or  the  Ma- 
jority  of  them,  under  fiich  Security  as  they  ihould  dire^. 
He'  made,  Ks  Son  Edward  fwear  alfo  to  thefe  Articlcsa> 
and  that  he  would  inviolably  keep  and  obfiurvc  ^m  ; 
whereupon,  fays  Part's^  the  Earls  and  Barons,  on  their 
Parts,  promifed  to  endeavour  that  the  Parliament  fltouMr 
g^t  him  an  Aid  ^ 

Thefe  Twenty-four  had  Power  to  efcft  feur  that  weiQ 
to  chufe  the  King's  Council,  which  was  to  redreft  and 
amend  all  Matters  appertaining  to  the  Klne  and  his 
Kingdom  ;  and  the  Council,  or  the  greater  Part  of  i^ 
was  to  chufe  one  or  more  in  the  Place  of  fuch  as  fluHild 
make  Default,  &r.  "• 

On  the  Feaft  of  St.  Barnabas  all  the  Great  Men  and  Aaao  Regal  41; 
Nobles  arrived  at  Oxford^  according  to  their  Adjourn-       ^*5'« 
ment,  but  came  attended  by  all  fuch  as  owed  them  Mi- 
litary Service,  which  made  it  feem  as  if  they  expeded    ^*  OMf$rd. 
fiune  extraordinary  Enemy  to  deal  with.     Tney  &ught 
to  cover  this  Proceeding,  however,  by  (aying,  Tlot  ibejr ' 
came  thus  armed,  in  order,  afterwards,  to  go  and  attacc 
the  King's  Enemies  the  JVelJb :  But  their  true  Reafon 
waa  for  Fear  of  the  King's  Half  Brothers  and  thei'm- 
tivins  drawing  them  into  a  Snare.     However,  Matters 
went  better  than  they  imagined,  for,  in  this  Parliament, 
all  the  Eledions  mentioned  before  were  qiade ;  and  th^ 
Twenty-four  choftn  to  amend  and  reform  the  Kingdom 
were>  firft,  thefe  ^: 

For  the  King.  For  the  Barons. 

I.  The  B^Oko^oi London,  i.  The  BifiK>p  of  W'or^ 

%.  The  Bilhop  Eled  of  after. 

Winchefter.  %.  Simon  Moni/oriy  EarJ- 

3.  /foirjp,  the  King's  Ne-  of  i^eiceftor^ 

phew.  3.  Richard  E2iil  of  Glou^ 

4.  John  Earl  of  JVarnn.  after. 

5.  Guid^ 

t  The  Kloa*i  Dedaratiov*  that  he  would  fubmlt  to  AKb  Regulatioiu  in 
tile  State  as  twenty- four  of  the  Barons  ihould  agree  upon,  is  printed  in  Ki'- 
mr'tfted.  VoL  I.  p.  65$. 

>  A  Copy  of  this  original  Agreement  in  Frtnch,  is  printed  in  Pr.  Srad/i 
4^eMd»i,  Vol.  I.   NO.  190. 

^  Tlie  Ibllowing  Lifts,  6fc.  are  preferved  in  the  ^nah  of  EMrtpn  ; 
Jsur  Hifi.  Aag.  Scripi^  V*  Fti^  Oxon,  1684 }  aad  copied  from  ihencc  by 
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For  the  King.  For  the  Barons. 


tfio 


5.  Guido  di  Lufignan, 

6.  fVilliam  de  Valence. 

Zobn  Earl  oifFarwick. 
ord  John  ManfeL 
g.  Yivixjohn  dt  PerTing' 
ton. 

10.  The  Abbot  of  Wefi- 
minfter.         , 

11.  Henry  de  Wengham^ 
Dean  of  St.  MarUn\ 
London. 

.The  12th  omitted;  but 
fuppofed  to  be  either  the 
Abp.  of  Canterbury y  Pe- 
ter of  Savoy^  or  James 


4.  Humphrey  Ezxl  of  He^ 
reford. 

5.  Rcfger'EzxX  of  Norfolk  y 
and  Earl  ^fa^efchal. 

6.  Lord  Roger  Mortimer. 

7.  Lord  John  Fitz-Geof-- 

Ay- 

S.  /fo^A  -Bx?^^  Brother 
to  the  Earl  Mare- 
fchal. 

9.  hori  Richard  de  Gray. 
ID.  Lord  fVilliam  Bar^ 
dolph. 

11.  Lord  P//^r  Mont  fort. 

12.  LoxA  Hugh  Defpenfer. 


Dudley 

Thefe  Twenty-four  chofe  four  of  their  own  Number^ 
who  were  to  name  the  King's  Council;  and  were  thefe^ 

The  Earl  of  Warwick.        Roger  Earl  Marcfchal. 
John  Manfel.  Hugh  Bygot^  his  Brother. 

Thefe  four  named  the  King's  Council,  who  were  fif- 
teen in  Number. 


The  Abp.  ofCanterhury. 

The  Bilhop  of  fVorce- 

Jler. 

The  Earl  of  Leieejier. 

The  Earl  of  Gloucejier. 

The  Earl  Marefchal. 

6.  Peter  of  Savoy ^  Earl  of 

Richmond. 

7.  The  Earl  of  Albemarle. 


I. 
a. 

3- 
4- 
5 


8.  TheEarlof^urw/Vi. 

9.  TheEarlof//]frif/br<f. 

10.  John  ManfeL 

11.  John  Fit%rGeoffry. 

12.  Peter  Montfort. 

1 3.  Richard  de  Gray. 

14.  Roger  Mortimer. 

15.  James  Audley ^  ox  Aldi^ 
thelege. 


The  Noblemen  that  compofcd  the  Grand  Committee 
of  Twenty-four  demanded  of  the  King, 

<  Firjl^  His  Confirmation  of  the  Charter  granted  by 
King  John^  his  Father. 

*  Secondly^  They  required  fuch  a  Jufticiary  to  be  con- 
ftituted  as  would  do  Juftice  to  fuch  as  fufier'd  Wrong, 
as  well  to  the  Poor  as  tht  Rich. 

*  Thirdly i  That  they  fhould  chufc  the  Judges,  Chan- 
cellors, Treafurers,  and  other  Officers  and  Minifters, 
from  Year  to  Year,  for  ever.  ,  Fourthly^ 
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'  Fourthly^  That  they  themfelves,  or  Friends^  flKmldKlog  B^r;  Ui, 
have  the  Cuftody  of  the  King's  Caftles. 

*  Fifthly^  By  Edid,  they  made  it  Capital  for  any,  of 
what  Degree  or  Order  foever,  to  refufe  to.  confent  to 
thefe  Things;  and  againft  fuch  the  Archbifliops  and 
Biihops  alfo  pronounced  Sentence  of  Excommunication.' 

Thefe  Twenty-four  alfo  ordained,  That  there  fhould 
be  three  Parliaments  in  a  Year,  and  when  and  how  they 
Ibould  be  holden*  This  Order,  tranflated  from  the  Ori< 
ginal  French^  is  as  follows : 

BE  IT  REMEMBERED,  That  the  Twentf-fw 
have  Qrdained^  That  there  Jh all  be  three  Parliaments  in  a 
Tear  ;  the  firjiy  on  the  Oftavcs,  or  eight  Days  after  St^ 
Michael ;  the  fecond^  on  the  Morrow  after  Candlemas- 
Day  ;  the  third  on  the  frjl  Day  of  June ;  that  is^  three 
IFeeks  before  St.  John.  To  thefe  three  Parliaments  Jhall 
come  all  the  chofen  Counfellors  of  the  Kingy  whether  fum^ 
moned  mr  ftoty  to  provide  for  the  State  of  the  Realm ;  and 
to  treat  of  the  common  Bufmefs  of  the  Realm^  when  Need 
fiyall  he^  by  the  Command  of  the  King^  or  by  his  Summons* 

The  whole  Community  then  chofe  Twelve  Perfons 
to  reprefent  them  in  thefe  Parliaments,  l^c.  to  fave  the 
Charges  of  the  Community.  The  Entry^  or  Record^ 
of  which  Eledion  was  to  this  Purpofe : 

BE  IT  REMEMBERED,  That  the  Community  have 
chofen  Twelve  wife  Men  to  come  to  Parliaments^  and  at 
oiher  Timet  when  there  /hall  be  Needy  when  the  King  and 
bis  Council  fiall  command  or  fend  for  them^  to  treat  of  the 
Bufinefs  of  the  King  and  Realm^  and  that  the  Community 
will  bold  for  eflablifhed  what  the  Twelve  Jhall  do^  and  r  g .  -i 
this  Jhall  be  done  to  fpare  the  Cojl  or  Charges  of  the  Com-  L  3  J 
munity. 

Which  Twelve  Probes  Hommes^  Viri  probi  vel  pru^ 
dentesy  as  the  Record  has  it,  were  entered  in  this  Form: 

Thefe  are  the  Twelve  which  are  chofen  by  the  Barons^ 
eflu  par  lez  Baruns,  to  treat  in  the  three  Parliaments  in 
Q  Tear^  with  the  King*s  Council^  for  all  the  Commons^  or 
whole  Community  of  the  Ldndy  pur  tut  le  Commun  de 
la  Terre,  upon  public  Bufinefs.    Their  Names  were 

Tie  Bifhop  of  London,  Philip  Baflet, 

The  Earl  of  Winchefter,      John  Baliol, 
The  Earl  of  Hereford,  John  dc  Verdun, 

John 
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Xiag  Hrmy  IH.  Jf^hn  de  Gray^  Hugh  Defpenfcr, 

Kogcr  dc  Sumery^  Thomas  dc  Grcflcy, 

^Roger  de  MontalC,  ^gidius  de  Areenton  ^. 

Many  other  Proviiions  were  made  in  this  rarliament 
about  Feudal  Tenures,  Cuftody  of  Wards,  Marriages^ 
Md  £fcheats  ;  about  Suits  to  the  King's  Courts  before 
Juftices  Itinerant,  County  Courts,  Hundred  Courts^ 
SheriiFs  Tum^,  Writs  of  Right,  Wafte  of  Eftates  in 
Cuftody,  Taking  ofFDiftreffes,  {sfc.  all  in  Abatement^ 
adds  Dr.  Bradu  of  the  Rigour  of  the  Feudal  Law^  and 
for  their  own  Eafe  and  Benefit  p. 

All  this  was  done,  and  Commii&ons  for  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  King's  Caftles  were  iflued  out  in  eleven 
Days  Time,  as  appears  by  the  Record  of  them,  printed 
in  Dr,  Brady^t  Appendix^  N^.  191,  2,  3,  which,  for 
their  extraordinary  Tenor,  are  worth  the  Obfervatioa 
of  the  Curious. 

The  laft  Thing  the  Barons  went  upon  in  this  Parlia* 
ment,  after  they  had  gained  fuch  large  Conceffions  from 
the  King,  was  to  think  of  an  Aid  for  him. '  Accord* 
ingly  the  whole  Body  of  them  chofe  twenty-four  Per- 
fons  who  were  to  treat,  feparately,  of  this  Affair ;  the 
[  64  ]     Names  of  whom  are  preferved  in  the  Annals^  before 
quoted,  and  are  as  follow  : 
The  Bifliop  of  Wwctjltr^     John  de  Gray^ 
The  Bi(hop  of  London^         John  de  Baliol^ 
The  Bifliop  of  Saltjbury^       Roger  Mortimef^ 
The  Earl  of  Leicejler,  Roger  de  Montalt^ 

The  Earl  of  Gloucefler^         Roger  de  Sumeryj 
The  Earl  Marcfchal,  Peter  Montfort^ 

Peter  of  Savoy ^  Thomas  de  Grejley^ 

The  Earl  of  Hereford^         Fulco  de  Kerdtjlon^ 
The  Earl  of  AlbemarUy         ^gidsus  de  Argenton^ 
The  Earl  of  IVincheJier^       John  Kyriel^ 
The  Earl  of  Oxford^  Philip  Bajfety 

John  Fitz-Geoffry^  JEgidius  de  Erdington* 

But 

•  Br.  Brady  obfcnref,  That  thefe  Twelve  and  the  King*s  Council  were 
only  to  be  prefent  in  thefe  Parliaments :  That  they  were  all  Barons  and 
great  Tenants  in  Capite  j  not  one  Commoner,  fuch  as  are  now  (o  reputed^ 
being  amongft  them. 

P  Fide  Annal*  Bnrton,  p.  414,  Sec,  dauf.  44  R.  III.  m.  17  dor.  The 
Rolls  of  Parliament  begin  with  this  Conventioni  or  Parliament,  and  the 
ProvifloAs  about  Feudal  Teourei^  on  all  the  Articles  i ceiled  above  Ia  the 
^mit,  are  cAtfied  the«« 
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But  Matthew  Paris  write.  That  inftetd  of  mnting  Kiiif  ^«»7  ^^ 
or  providing  an  Aid  for  the  King,  now  when  thnr  had 
got  their  own  Turn  ferved,  they  fought  to  dilbefs  htm 
onore,  by  driving  his  Brothers  from  him.  The  Names 
of  thcfc  Uterine  Brothers  to  the  King  *»  were  Ademar^ 
or  Atbtlmar^  £left  Bifhop  of  Wincbifter^  Guf  di  Lu^ 
firnan^  and  fHUiam  de  Valtncei  nor  were  ther  weQ 
{Meafed  with  the  Behaviour  of  Prince  Eduuard^  his  6on» 
Jsbn  Earl  of  JVarreHy  and  Henry ^  his  Nephew,  Son  to 
the  King  of  the  Romans^  who  had  all  bogded  at  the 
Aflbciation  Oath  which  the  whole  Community  of  them 
had  taken.  The  Form  of  this  Oath  to  be  taken  by  the 
whole  Body,  the  Oath  of  the  Twenty- four,  with  thofe 
of  the  Chief  Juflice  and  Chancellor,  may  be  feen  in  their 
original  Language  in  the  Amals  of  Burt9n,  p.  413,  tranf* 
lat^  by  Dr.  Brady  in  his  complete  Hiftory  of  England^ 
Vol.  I.  p.  629;  and  are  therefore  unneceilary  here. 

Thus  ended  this  famous  Parliament  ztOxferdj  in  the 
Year  1258-9,  which  afterwards  got  the  Name  of  P^r- 
liamentum  Infanuniy  or  the  Mad  Parliament ;  hRUiufe,  C  ^5  1 
(ays  an  Hiftorian,  many  Things  vrere  there  enaded  which 
cauied  the  Death  of  icvcral  of  the  Nobility  afterwards. 
We  Ihall  not  ftop  to  make  any  Reflexions  on  the  Con- 
du^  of  either  Party,  our  Readers  are  at  Liberty  to  judge 
for  themfelves ;  but  whatever  Conceffions  the  Barons 
wrefied  from  the  Crown,  at  this  Meeting,  they  quickly 
loft  again  by  their  too-violent  Proceedings. 

Nor  were  the  Barons  that  were  added  to  the  King^s 
Council,  by  thefc  Provifions,  over  hafty  to  execute  their 
Part  of  this  fdemn  Agreement.  We  find  that  the  Year 
after,  1259,  whilft  the  King  was  keeping  the  Feaft  of 
St.  Edwardy  at  ff^e/lminjfery  in  a  very  grand  Manner,  a 
Dq>oUtion  from  all  the  Batchelors  1^,  or  young  Men,  of 
Ei^Lmdy  came  to  Court  and  reprefented  to  Prince  Ed* 
wardj  the  Earl  of  Ghucefier^  and  others  of  the  Council, 
iwom  at  Oxfird^  « That  the  King  had  aftually  and  to-^ 

tally 

^  Thefe  Prhices  were  the  Children  of  JfaM  the  RIng*s  Mother,  aTtee 
dK  Death  of  King  Johny  hj  Hmib  k  Brunt  Earl  of  Msrebf  to  whom  Ae 
had  ken  contraded  Wore  her  Marriage  with  J^.    Mat.  Weft.  Ad.  1258. 

J£i  Fart's  writes.  That  there  were  20*700  Pounds  and  30,000  MarLv 
^ent  on  the  King*t  Half  Brothers.  He  begged  fome  that  told  him  of  this 
M  fiiy  no  more :  Ob,  fir  tbt  Head  of  God,  his  Oath,  fn  no  mort  of  it, 
if  tbe  nrery  Relation  msJke  Mtn  vfondtr  and  fiand  amocBed* 

r  CanmumtMS  Baebflariit  AngUas.    Annal*  Monaft,  Burton,  p.  427,  es 
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KingFwrjflll.c^ally  fulfilled  artd  complcatcd  all  and  fmgular  Aa«, 
^  Obligationsy.^^.  which  theBaronshacJimpofed  on  him 

*  at  Oxford  ;  and  that  the  faid  Barons  had  done  nothins 

*  on  their  Parts  for  the  Good  of  the  Public,  as  they  had 

*  proxnifed,  but  only  minded  their  own  private  Interefts, 

*  and  had  every  wher?  diftrefs'd  the  King's  Affairs ;  and 
^  that,  if  this  was  not  fuddenly  amended,  they  would  fee 

*  it  reformed  fomc  other  Way.'  To  which  the  Pririce 
immediately  anfwered  for  himfelf>  *  That  as  he  had  un- 

*  willingly  taken  a  certain  Oath  at  Oxford^  yet  he  was 
f  ready,  on  his  Part,  to  enforce  the  faid  Oath,  and  to 

*  venture  his  Life  for  the  Commonalty  of  Englandy  and 

*  the  general  Good,  according  to  the  Tenor  of  the  faid 
^  Oath/  Then,  turning  to  the  Barons  of  the  Council^ 
he  told  them,  *  That  unlefs  they  would  immediatelv  ful- 

*  fill  the  faid  Oaths,  he  would  himfelf  ftand  by  the  Com- 

*  monalty,  even  to  Death,  and  force  them  to  it/  The 
Barons  finding,  at  length,  that  they  could  not  avoid 
making  good  their  Promifes,  and  chufing,  adds  our  Au- 
thority, rather  to  do  it  of  themfelves  than  be  compelled 
to  it,  publilhed  the  Body  of  Laws,  called  Provifioms 
Baronum. 

[  66  J         Thefe  Laws  in  the  French  Tongue  are  contained  in 

^nineteen  Articles,  but  are  much  too  long  to  infert  ia 

our  Hiftory.     The  Conclufion  of  tbem  runs  thus  : 

The  Barons  Pro-     Thife  are  the  Purveyances  and  EftabUJhments  made  at 

virions*  Weftminfter,  in  Parliament^  by  the  King  and  his  Couruil^ 

and  the  Twelve^  chftfen  by  common  AJfent  of  the  whole 

Community  of  Eng^Iand ,  which  were  then  at  Weftminfter, 

in  the  Year  of  the  Reign  of  Henry,  the  Son  of  King  John, 

forty  and  three, 

/  The  National  Bufinefs  went  on  under  this  form  of 

Government  for  fomc  Time :  The  Barons  having  dri- 

^  yen  the  King's  Brothers  and  all  the  Poi{fevins  clear  out 

of  the  Kingdom,  and  excufed  the  Matter,  as  well  as  they 

could,  to  the  Holy  See,  in  a  fubmiiTive  Letter  to  th« 

Pope  for  that  Purpofe,  thought  now  they  had  the  King 

and  Kingdom  intirely  to  themfelves,  and  might  rule 

both  according  to  their  own  Will  and  Plcafure.     But 

the  King's  Affairs  were  not  in  fo  bad  a  State  as  they 

hnagined ;  the  King  of  the  Romans^  his  Brother,  came 

over  to  his  Afllftance  ;  who,^  with  Prince  Edward^  and 

many  Nobles  more,  maintained  the  Royal  Caufe ;  whilft 

Simon 
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Simt^n  Mont  fort.  Earl  oi  LeiteJIer^  at  the  Head  of  the  King  fl^y^*^' 
other  Baions,  endeavoured  to  fupport  the  Oaford  Pro- 
viftons ;  which  occafioned  the  wafting  and  burning  each 
other's  Ciftles,  Lands,  and  Eftates,  all  over  the  King* 
^om.     However,  by  the  Mediation  of  the  Queen,  a 
Treaty  was  fet  on  Foot,  and  Matters  were  fomewhat 
accommodated  betwixt  the  King  and  his  Barons;  but 
it  did  not  lad  long  \  for  Henry  defpairing  to  gain  any  Aid 
from  them,  and  willing  to  (hake  off  the  Yoke  they  had 
tmpofed  on  him  at  Oxford^  fent  to  the  Pope  for  an  Ab* 
folution  from  the  Oaths  he  had  taken  on  that  Occafioo.  '^^^J^^ 
The  Pope  grants  his  Requeft,  and  not  only  abfolved  ^J "from  the* 
the  King,  but  all  others  who  had  taken  Oaths  for  that  Oaths  taken  to 
Purpofe,  giving  for  Reafon,  that,  by  this  Diflblution  of  %P*^*^  ^«"« 
all  that  had  pafled,  they  might  fooner  come  to  an  Ac- 
commodation ^. 

Upon  this  the  King  calls  another  Parliament  to  meet  Anno  Regiii47| 
again  at  Oxford,  according  to  M*  Paris ;  but  the  Re*  '*  ** 
cord  fays  at  Weftminjier,  about  the  I2ih  djum  this  AtOxfirii 
Year  ^.  Parliaments,  indeed,  are  frequent,  but  very 
confuied  about  this  Time  ;  and  well  they  might,  when 
this  was  held  juft  on  the  Brink  of  a  Civil  War  between 
the  King  and  his  Barons.  But  it  is  fomewhat  ftrange, 
that  neither  in  the  Record  of  this  Parliament  nor  the 
former,  there  is  any  Mention  made  of  thefe  Feuds  and 
Animoiities,  nor  is  there  one  Word  relative  to  the 
Oxford  Provifions  in  them.  This,  like  the  former 
Meeting,  chiefly  tending  to  regulate  fome  Matters  in 
the  Common  Law,  fuch  as  Suits  in  Lords'  CourtSy 
ShcrifFs'  Turns,  Judges  itinerary,  £3*r.  The  Records 
themfelves  being  thus  filent  in  the  more  publie  Affairs 
of  the  Nation,  we  muft  have  Recourfe  to  the  old  Hi- 
flof  ians  of  thefe  Times,  who  tell  us.  That  at  this  pre- 
fent  Meeting  the  King  propoied  to  his  Nobles,  That  fina  \^(i']  "l 
hoib  he  and  they  had  all  been  too  warmly  drawn  in  to  make 
the  former  Provifions,  and  fmce  the  Pope  had  abfolved 
hth  him  and  them  from  their  Oaths  taken  on  that  Occa^ 
fan,  he  hoped  they  would  take  hold  of  the  Benefit  of  that 
Ahjolution,  iiQ.  and  let  all  J  hings  be  rejiored  to  their  an* 

Vol.  L  E  tient 

*  The  King's  Declaration  that  he  is  aKoTveJ  from  his  Oath,  and  does 
DocthwJc  hixr.rclf  under  any  Obligati*  n  to  ohfervcthe  Regulation?  made  by 
the  Baront  at  Oxford^  is  printed  in  Rynter\  Feed,  Vol,  1«  p,  746. 

^  Pat.  47  H,  ill*  m.  14.  in  ftheduiA  doiT, 
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Kj«g  Bmof  JO.  iUfa  Ufagi.  The  Lord*  %  who  were  .prcfent  at  this 
Meeting,  unanimoufly  replied,  for  themfelves  and  their 
Followers,  ^  That  the  Provifions  which  were  made, 
^  and  which  they  were  bound  by  Oath  to  keep,  they 

*  .were  refolved  to  adhere  to,  to  the  £nd  of  their  Live«; 

*  looking  upon  them  to  be  equally  conducive  to  the 
<  Good  of  the  King  and  Kingdom.'  Whilft  thefe 
Things  were  going  on  to  an  open  Rupture  betwixt  the 
King  and  his  Barons,  (omt  Bilhops  incerpofed,  who» 
with  fome  other  common  Friends  to  both  Sides,  brought 
Matters  fo  to  bear  between  them,  that  the  Decifion  of 
the  wh(de  Affair  was  left  to  the  Judgment  of  the  King 

*XV  %Mg  rf    of  Franci,     Some  Time  after,  in  the  fame  Year,  the 

S'/^Sw^^'^^^  *^««  ^^^^  ^  Parliament  of  his^  Bifliops  and 

'  viiioM*  Nobb&  at  Jmitns  ;  where,  deliberating  gravely  on  this 

Bufinefs,  he  at  laft  gave  Sentence  for  titnry  againft  the 

Barons,  difannuUed  the  Oxford  Provifions,  and  reftored 

his  Brother  King  to  his  priiUne  State.    But  Simcn  Mont^ 

fcrt^  £arl  di  Liiajter^  taking  an  Exception,  ^  That  he 

did  not  hereby  abrogate  King  John^s  Charter,  declared. 

That  the  Provifions  were  founded  on  that  Charter,  and 

therefore  he  would  not  fubmit  to  the  French  King's 

Sentence  ^/ 

The  Civil  War  now  broke  out  with  Violence,  the  King 

being  ^(try  unfortunate  at  the  Beginning  of  it ;  for  not 

long  after  happened  the  Battle  otLetves  in  Suffix^  where 

the  King's  Army  was  routed,  and  he,  with  his  Brother 

C  68  3      Richard^  King  of  the  Romans^  were  uken  Prifoners, 

Th  Kin  ukcn^^''*  many  Barons.     This  Battle  was  fought  May  14, 

Prifoner  \t  the  1264.    At,  Wiftmtnftir  writes,  That  King  Htnry  bad  m 

Bank  between  Horfe  killed  under  htm  in  it  ^. 

him  «nd  the  Ba-      ^„  j  ^^^  Mont  fort  ^  having  the  King  in  his  PoflefEon^ 

'^'^'  did  with  him  as  he  pleafed  ;  he  caufed  him  to  fend  out 

Cc^imiffions  to  conftitute  and  appoint  Keepers  and 

Confervators  of  the  Peace  in  all  the  Counties  of  England. 

And  in  the  Body  of  thefe  CommiiSons  there  was  a  Pre* 

cept 

c  Htmry  Knygbton  has  given  at  the  Names  of  fome  of  the  Lords  thait 
compoied  ihia  Meeting*  v/s.  Siwtou'E^xX  ci  Leieefitr  i  Cilktrt  d^  CUnre,  Eat  I 
fAGlouafitr  \  Humphrey  de  Behun,  ion.  Ear)  Ferrers ',  amongft  the  Barons 
were  Ji^n  Firxjohn,  Henry  de  HafitngSt  Geeffry  Lucy^  John  Vejcy.  juiu 
fiicholat  de  Segrave,  Htigh  le  Spenjer,  and  Rebert  Fifcni,  Pccem  Script* 
,    JRf.  A'  col.  1446. 

4  The  Award  of  Lenois  the  French  King,  between  the  EngUfii  Kin* 
and  his  Baron«,  is  alfo  in  Rymer^  Vol    I.  p.  776. 

«  Rex  Angliap,  £f  m  cU&iJJimo  Jub  fe  (onfojo^  captut  efi. 
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Hj/tpt  ArzSt^^  to  every  one  of  tbeie  Confervatars,  tp  bnA^^Bfvy  lUf 

fpur  of  the  moft  legsd  and  difcreet  Knights,  of  eacl^ 

Coumy,  to  be  chofen  by  the  Ailent  of  that  County,  to 

icrve  lor  the  whole,  to  meet  the  t^ing  ^t  London ;  to  bp 

tfaere  on  the  Octaves  of  the  Holy  Tiimty  at  fartheft. 

Id  treat  with  the  KLing,  his  Prelates,  Gre^t  Men  and 

others,  abput  bis  own  Sufineiis^  and  the  jBuirinefe  of  the 

Kation. 

As  this  is  the  firft  Time  we   can,  with  Certainty,  AjisoRegBi4lt 
find  when  the  Gentry  or  Commons  of  England  were       '^^4« 
called  to  Parliament  to  confult  with  the  King,  the  Bi- 
(hops,  and  Barons,  on  (he  State  of  the  Kingdom,  i| 
will  not  be  amifs  to  be  a  little  particular  about  it.  Tho* 
indeed  it  will  be  in  vain  to  expert  to  find  any  Tracer 
^f  the  antient  Englifi>  Conftitution  of  Parliapaents  from 
a  Convention,  fuminoned  at  the  arbitrary  Will  of  g  . 
Rebel,  compofed  of  fuch  as  would  bed  fervc  hia  Pur- 
pofc,  none  elfc  beii^  called  to  it ;  for  King  H$nr$  was  fonmS^l'*S« 
then  in  Cuftody  of  the  Earl  of  Liia/hr^  and  under  hts  Commons  to 
Power  ^  Richard^  King  of  the  Ronufns^  a  Prifooeran  the  Parliament,  ia 
Tower;  their  two  eldeft  Sons  Prifoners  and . Hoftages  Jj*  ^^8'* 
in  Dovtr  Cafile ;  the  Barons  th^t  adhered  to  the  Royal    *°^ 
Pauie,  for  that  Time  fubdued  \  fo  that,  thi?  whok  Power 
fof  the  Kingdom  was  then  in  the  Earl  of  Liicefier  and  his 
Abettors  ^     It  feepi^  the  fjarl  and  his  Friends  had 
projeded  a  new  and  ftill  a  ftronger  Scheme  for  the  Re- 
formation of  the  Government,  and  they  feemed  to  want 
the  Conient  of  the  whok  Nation  to  give  it  a  SanAion  ; 
for  which  Reafon  thefe  four  Knights »  to  be  chofen  out 
oi  each  County,  were  firfl  thought  of.     Dr.  Brady  and 
other  Writers,  on  the  Side  of  Prerogative,  call  this  an 
Innovation  of  the  antient  Cuftom  of  fitting  in  Parlia*  *" 

jnent,  and  abfolutely  deny  4  that  the  Commons  •  were  [  69  ] 
ever  called  before.  The  Do6lpr  fays.  That  the  Scheme 
of  Government  here  invented  was  no  lefs  than  to  un- 
king the  King ;  and  there  was  an  Inftrument  ready 
drawn  againfl  the  Meeting  of  this  Parliament  for  that 
E  2  Purpofc. 

'  Mr.  Rymtr  has  taken  Care  to  dift  oguidi  the  fJk%  of  Sute  the  King 
was  obliged  to  make  during  his  Captivity,  fo  as  to  be  eaiUy  known  ftom 
(i^e  others,  from  p.  790  10  815.     tcedera  Ang,  Tom   1. 

In  the  Parliament  Rolls,  Rot.  Pat.  48  i/.  ill.  m.  2.  dorfo  N©.  14, 
diere  ii  an  Abftrafl  in  Frencb^  but  without  any  Pate,  of  an  Award  f^id  to 
ic  made  hy  the  King,  the  Prelates,  Earls,  and  B^ronf,  only,  of  the  Land, 
de  U  Terre,  giving  Satisfa^ion  to  Holy  Church,  for  divers  Depredations 
node  upon  her  Territories  during  thefe  Troubles. 
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JCing  Hary  HI.  Purpofc.  The  Inftrumcnt  itfclf  is  printed  in  Dr.  Brad/^ 
Jppendix^y  and  an  Abftrafl:  given  of  it  in  his  Hiftory  ^, 
to  both  which  we  refer  thofe  that  will  concern  them- 
felves  ih  the  Controverfy.  It  is,  however,  undeniable 
that,  if  this  Form  of  Government  had  taken  EfFcd,  the 
Regal  Power  would  have  been  entirely  eclipfed,  and  the 
King  in  a  worfe  State  of  Vaflfalage  than  the  meaneft 
Subjeft. 

»  .  On  the  other  Hand,  Mr.  Prynne  and  Mr.  Petyt  are  ftre- 

tiuous  Advocates  for  the  Rights  of  the  Commons  of  Eng^ 

%:'•  ^        •    land\  afferting,  That  they  were  always  conful  ted  from 

5t  the  earlieft  Account  of  Government  in  this  Ifland.  But, 

as  we  have  touched  upon  this  Controverfy  in  the  Exor^ 
dium  to  this  Work,  we  fball  content  ourfelves,  and  we 
hope  our  Readers,  with  noting  that  the  Arguments  on 
both  Sides  are  beft  drawn  up  by  the  aforefaid  Dr.  Brady  ^ 
and  Mr.  Petyt  ^^  to  which  we  refer.    Obferving  farther, 

:  ^  That  we  fhould  have  been  glad  to  have  cleared  up  this 

Matter  on  the  Side  of  the  Commons  in  the  former  Part 
of  this  Work,  had  we  but  met  with  any  authentic  Te* 
ftimony  of  it  from  the  Conqueft  to  this  Period. 
To  proceed  then  with  our  Hiftory. 
It  cannot  be  amifs,  in  this  Part  of  it,  to  give  our 
Readers,  at  Length,  the  Form  of  the  Writ  of  Summons 
direded  to  the  refpe(9ive  Prelates,  Abbots,  Priors,  and 
Barons,  which  were  to  conftitute  this  Parliament  ;  as 
alfo  the  Subftancc  of  the  Precept  directed  to  the  Sheriffs 
for  the  elefting  the  Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgefles, 
that  were  to  fit  amongft  them ;  for  it  does  not  yet  appear 
that  the  latter  made  then  a  feparate  Houfe,  or  afted  as 
fuch.  This  then  being  the  firft  Precedent  we  have  upon 
£  7^  ]  Record  of  a  Parliament,  conftituted  as  at  this  Day,  a 
Copy  of  the  Summons  from  the  Fosdera  Anglicana  de- 
fcrves  particular  Notice '. 

It 

%  NO.  2x3.  Pit.  4S  £r*  m.  m.  6.  dorfo. 

^  P.  643,  644. 

i  In  his  Iritrodu^ion  to  the  old  Englijh  Hiftory,  from  f.  136  to  I43. 
Fol.  London^  1684. 

k  Petyt**  Jus  Parh'amentarium,     Fol.  London,  1734. 

t  j^d  Confuitandum  cum  ecdem  Simone  Re^^em  capti-vum  ducentty  quiimm 
T.pifcopi,  nonnulli  Barenrs,  Abbatum^  &  Priorum  inaudita  turba,  ntcnon  & 
Specialiores  per  Comitatus  &  Burgor  ufquequaque  felt&i  Ccmplices  con%/0^ 
iantnr,  per  hoc  Silnonis  mandatum,  in  Nomine  Regtu 

Hcnricus, 
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It  docs  not  appear  that  this  Parliament)  fo  called,  King  Eewry  lU, 
with  the  Commons  included,  who  were  to  fit  to  do  Bu- 
fxntby  on  the  2lft  q{  January ^  1264,  zt  London ^  did 
ever  meet  for  that  Purpofe  :  It  is  probable  the  inteftine 

E  3  Troubles 

HenricuSy  Dei  Gratia^  Rex  Angliaci  Dominus  Hibernix.  f^  Dux  AquU  :t 

tanis,  ytnerabUi  in  Cbrifto  Batri  R.  tsdem  Gratia,  Efijcf  Dundjnenfi^ 

Cvm,  pcfi  gravia  ^urhationum  Difcrimina  dudum  habita  in  Regno  jtoftr^^ 
Cbari£imas  HHus  Edwardus,  Primogenitus  ftofiett  pro  Pace  in  Regno  noftro 
ajicuran  ia  &  jirmanda  obfes  tradttus  extinJJ'et  j  &jamfedata  (Benedihut 
DeusJTurbationipr^difId,fiiperDeh'beratiome  ejufdem  falubriter  pronfidenda^ 
&  plena  Hecuritate  fef  Tranouiltitate  Pads  ad  Honorem  Dei  &  Ufiittatem 
tstias  Regni  nojiri  jirmanda  ^  totatlter  complenda  \  ac  fuptr  ptibufdam  aliit 
Regai  noftri  Ncgetiu,  qnst  Jint  Confdio  vefiro  c£f  aliorum  Pralatorunt  &  Mag^ 
mattan  nftrorum  nolumus  exptdiri,  cum  eifdem  TraSatnm  babert  not  oporioaU 

yobis  fidandamySt  rogantes  in  Fide  &  Dile3ione  quibms  nobis  tenemin/,  quod, 
omm  Octajione  pofibofita  df  t^egotiis  aliis  pratermijjis.jitts  ad  not  London*  in 
OSabis  San8i  Hilarii  proxime  futuris  j  nobifcum  &  cum  pntdiSits  Pntlatis 
&  Magnatibut  uojhist  fuos  ibidem  "vocart  fectmus,  fuptr  prgtmtjjis  traSaturi 
&  Lon^'ium  impenfun  :  Et  hoc,  Jicut  Nos  &  Honorem  nojirvm  6f  'vejirum^ 
Mecnen  &  comaunemRegm  nojiri  T ranquiilitatem  dtligitis,  nuilatenuttmittatis^ 
Tefe  Rege  apud  Wigorniam,  14  Die  Decembrii, 

Eodem  Modo  Mandatum  efi 
Epifcopo  Karliolenfi,  Ahhati  S»  Maria  Eboraci,  Prioribus  Donelmcnfi, 
&  S  Triniratis  Eboraci,  Abbatibus  </*  Seleby,  Furnes,  Fontibus  Rycvallc, 
W;!fa,  Rupc,  Bella  JLanda,  Prioribus  de  Bndlinglon,  Gf  S.  Ofwaldi,  Ab- 
Aw/ </*  Rufford,  Prioribus  de  ^\y^z,  Thurgarton,  6f  Caileolcnii,  /Jbbati 
it  Whiteby,  P^Uri  di  Guiiebuin,  Arcbiepijcopo  Eboraccnfi,  Priori  de 
Parco,  (^  Decano  Eboraccnfi. 

Eodem  Mcdo  Mandatum  efl  fubfcriptis,  vix, 
Epifcopis  London.  Winton,  Exon.  Wygorn,  Lyncoln    Eljen.  Sarum, 
CovCTit.  &  Licb.  &  Ciceftcn.  EleSo  Bath.  &  Welles,  Dccanis  Exon.  d$ 
Welles,  Saium,  &  Lyncoln. 

In  Forma  pradiBa  fcribitur  Abbatibus  &  Prioribus  fubfcrjptit 
Jub  bac  data, 

Tefie  Rege  apud  Wodeftocke  vicejimo  quarto  Die  Dccembris. 
Abbatibus  Sanai  Edmundi,  de  Waltham,  fif  de  Sanfto  Albino,  Ele^  do 
Evciham,  Abbatibus  Wcftraonaftcrienfi,  Glaftonenfi,  de  Reding,  de  (^ten^ 
ccfter,  £f  </f  Wavcrle.  Prtorihus'E.lknfi,  Norwic.  &  de  Mcrton.  Abbats 
de  Ofrney,  Priori  S.  Fridcfwidar  Oxon.  Abbati  de  Meirendcn,  Prtou  d$ 
Lenwa.  Abbau  dt  BcUo,  Prioribus  Ordinis  de  Scmpringhain,  ^-f  ^*"°"' 
&  Horpitalis  S  Tohannis  Jcruf:»Iera  in  Anglia,  Magtfiro  Mjlitiae  Templi 
/,  AngL,  Abbalibus  R.mcfifnfi,  de  Burgo,^.  Thorney,  iir  Crouland, 
Ctihix  Salop,  de  Hulmo.  1/.  Cardenci.  fef  i/^  CoJccfhe,  Pnori  ^/Dun- 
«i5lt  Abbat.bus  dr  BcUo  low.  Parco  lude.  Stanlegh.  LUleihul.  G  Bit. 
*!«  PrtTsde  Bcuver,  Sf  de  Union,  Abb.ti  de  Clervau,.  Pr Vi  dt 
l^iZ  Abbatbts  S.  Aue:.ftini  dntuar.  Sf  de  Certeffie,  Priori  S.  Trw 
^t  cUl^r!^^^^.^  H.d.  iuxta  Winton.  Middleton.  Cerne    Ab- 

ttS^Sr^  Ttviftoict,  Pr/.n  de  Huncingaon,  Abbatibus  ^.^«^eby^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


7^  Tfe  PbrHamntary  History 

King  Bfiay  HI.  Troubles  at  that  Time  prevented  it.     But  in  the  nfejrt 
Year,   1265,  and  the  49th  of  King  Henry  III.  was  the 
r  -|  1      famous  Parliament  called  ;  which,  with  another  in  the 
i8ch  of  Edward  I.  were  certainly  the  Models,  or  Pat- 
terns, of  our  prefent  Englijh  Parliaments. 

The 

Watdon.  S  Jicobi  North tmp  Leiceihv^Ki'keilet,  PrtViliii^Eton^ 
&  Ciuce  Royfia,  Al>baubus  de  Kiikeftal,  &  Tame,  Prioribus  de  Bennoa- 
deffie,  &  Bernwell  Ahhatibus  <U  Meriavall,  S.  Auguftini,  Bridol.  J9 
Malmelbune,  Michaelnci,  Abindon,  S,  Petri  Glouc.  dt  PerihorC)  &  dw 
Wyochecumbe,  Prioribut  de  Coventr  San€^o  Neoto,  ^  S.  Swichini  Wyn« 
ton,  Abbati  de  Lefnes.  Prioribut  d*  Leedes,  Land  a,  Spalding,  S.  Barthot^ 
London,  df  dt  Kenelworth;  Ahbatibus  de  Oriyefton^  df  de  Teukefl>uiie^ 
priori  de  Finiheved,  Abbatibux  Middletone,  de  Valladei,  &  de  Croxton. 

Item,  in  Forma  prgtdiSa  Mandatum  efi  Comitibvs  &  aliis  fubfcriftis» 

Dot  apud  Wodeftocke    24  Die  Decenobrit. 

Comitibuf  Leiceftr.  Olouceftr.  Norfolc  &  Marefcalh  Anglic,  Oxonienl^* 
^  Derb  Rad.  de  Canooyk,  Rogero  de  S.  Johanne,  Hugoi.i  de  le  Spenfer^ 
Jufiic*  Anglic  J  hanni  hiho  Johi'inis.  WillicJmr  de  V^unchcnfy,  Nichilao 
4^  Seg  ave  Jphanri  de  Vcfcv-  Radulpho  Baffet,  {de  Dr-yton)  Mentico  dt 
Hai^iiigs^  Galtrido  de  Lucy,  Rthrito  dt  Ros,  Johanni  de  Eyvill,  Adc  d^ 
NovoD.ercato,  WaItero</^Colevill,  Wiliiclmo  Marmyun,  Romero  Bertran^ 
JUdulpho  B^flel.  (de  Sapcote)  Gilberto  de  Gaunt. 

hem.  Mavdotvm  efi  Jsn^ulii  Vieecomiti^us  per  Angliam,  qvod vemrefadarrt 
Duos  Mi  LI  TBS  de  h'guhoribus  ^  Dijcretioribut  h^divbui  fin^uhrttm  C#* 
mitatuum,  ad  Begem  Lend   in  0(kA>  pr^tdiQis  in  forma  fupradiBa. 

ItetHj  in  Forma  prstdiSa  Jcribitur  Civibus  Ebor.  Civibus  Lincoln  &  c/tte* 
rii  Burgis  Anglic,  quod  mittant  in  Forma  pradida  Duos  de  Difcretioribia 
&  LegaJioribus  &  rrobtoribus  tarn  CxviBVS  quum  Bvkcsnsibvs  fuit» 

Item,  in  Forma  pretdiffa  Mandatum  ejl  Baronibus  Gf  Probit  Bominibut 
S^injui  PortMum,  prout  coniiuetur  in  Brc^/i  irrotulato  inferiut^ 

Rex  Vicecomiti  Sudex,  Salutem* 

Suwm^nito  per  quatuor  Legalioret  Militex  de  Comitatu  tmo  pr^diffo  Petrum 
dig  Sabaudia  apnd  I'evenfeiam  Johannrm  de  Warrcna  apudLeyfcs,  &  Hu- 
0>nein  de  Bygod  apud  Bofebam,  quod  fmt  coram  Nobis  V  Conjilio  nofiro,  in 
proximo  Parliamento  noJirohonA,  primo  Die  Junii,  Jufiiciam  faBuri  & 
reeepturi, 

Et  in  pleno  Comitatu  tuo  prociamar^  facias t  qucd  quicunque  ad  Opus  pr^e* 
diSorum  Petri  Johannii  &  Hugonis  interim  procurare  feu  impetrare  vo/uer/t 
fa/vum  6f  Jecurum  ConduHum  nojirum  ad  A'oi  veniendr,  morandi,  ^  ftandi 
reSi  in  Curia  nofira,  Ji  quit  verjus  eos  ioqut  vo/uerit  Jecure  veniat.  Et  Not 
Conduffum  bujufmodi  ei  fieri  faciamuu  Et  habeas  tbi  Nomina  quatuor  Adi» 
iitum  &  tocbrevf, 

^Tefie  Rege  apud  Weftmon, 

^  Pir  Confi/ium, 

Eodtm  Modo  Mandatum  efi  Vicecomiti  Hcrtfordic  de  Summon,  W.  df 
Valmce  apud  Brekendon, 

per  totum  Confiliuv* 
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Th^Bufinefs^of  this  Parliament  was  cbieflj  tp  treat  Kioi  irMrjr  lU. 
about  Prince  Edward^ %  Releafe,  at  that  Time  a  Prifoner      r  •-  i 
ia  Droer  Caftle.     But,  whatever  elfe  was  done  at  it,      •  7    J 
this  was  not  cffefled, -for  he  was  not  releafed  untill  ^,y^  l^^-^j  .^^ 
iboie  Time  following,  and  then  was  but  a  Prifoner  at        xa6j« 
large,    carried  about  by  Montfort^    with  his  Father, 
wherefocver  he  went,  who  now  directed  all  the  Afiair^ 
of  the  Kingdom  at  his  own  Pleafure.     But  Prince  Ed-  A  fccdna  Bittl«^ 
ward  having  found  Means  to  efcape,  foon  raifed  an  ^^''^^^^^' 
zny,  and,  by  a  matchle&  Piece  of  Conduct,  came  upoa 
the  Earl  of  Lttcefier  and*  his  Forces,  near  Eve/bam^  in 
Wercejitrjhiriy  routed  them,  flew  the  Earl  and  his  eldeft 
Son,  with  many  more  Barons,  and  releafed  his  Fathei 
bom  a  Bondage  worfe  than  Death  ™. 

Thus  did  this  ambitious  Earl  and  his  Adherents,  by 
grafping  at  too  much,  lofe  all  \  and  the  great  Con^iSont 
diey  had  gained  were  levelled  with  the  Ground.     The 
Battle  was  fought  on  the  5th  of  Augufty  this  Year,  and 
00  the  8th  of  Sipiembtr  following  the  King  called  a^he  Kin?  callt 
Parliament  to  meet  at  iVinchefttr  \  where,  by  their  Ad-^a  ParliamcDt, 
vice,  the  Liberties  of  the  City  of  London  were  feived, 
and  the  greateft  Offenders  committed  to  Prifon,  to  be       jf^'^*^' 
puniflied  at  the  King's  Pleafure  ^     This  Parliament 
gave  the  King  alfo  all  the  Rebels  Lands  >  and,  by  their  ^^^'^hfi^* 
Advice,  he  appointed  two  Commiffioners  in  each  Coun* 
ty,  who,  with  the  Sheriffs,  were  to  extend  them,  and      [  73  1 
return  the  Extent,  with  the  Names  of  the  Lands,  and 
their  Owners,  to  him  ^i  We/iminflir^  by  the   13th  of 
Ondir  following  ®.  .  The  Commiffion  bears  Date  at 
IVmhiftir^  Sept.  21 ;  and  Parh  adds,  That  the  King 
didnherited  all  thofe  that  ftood  for  Montfort  againft 
him,  and  gave  their  Lands  to  thofe  who  had  faithfully 
fcrved  him. 

This  fevere  Sentence  of  the  Earl  of  Litcijiir*%  Fol- 
lowers was  ftridlly  put  in  Execution  ;  but  the  Cry  of  the 
Sufferers  was  fo  great,  that  it  induced  the  Pope's  Legate^ 
Ottobonty  then  in  England^  to  uke  their  Cafe  into  his 
Pfoteflion.     To  this  Purpofe  he  requeued  the  King  to 

call 

*  The  King  had  like  to  ha^  been  (lain  hiin(«tf  at  thit  Battle»  being 
grieroufiy  wounded  by  a  Dart  thrown  at  him  by  Miflake  j  the  Earl  having 
caufcd  him  to  be  drcifcd  that  Day  in  a  Suit  of  his  own  Armour.  Knygbton* 

•»  Ob  futm  RehtUtonem,     M.  Paris. 

«>  See  the  Form  of  the  Writ  of  Summons  at  'large  in  Dr.  Bradft  Ap* 
^x,  NO.  223,    Ex.  Pat.  49  H.  \i\.  m.  S.  doifo. 
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King  H«wy  in.  call  a  Parliament,  which  he  granted,  and  it  was  fiim- 

'  •  moncd  to  meet  ztKenelworth^  Au^ull  22,  1266  p.  Here 

^1266."'^^**^  was  agreed,  by  the  common  Affent  of  the  Bifhops^ 

Abbots,  Priors,  Earls,  Barons,  and  all  others,  (we  find 

hi  Kiiuhfortb.  the  Commons  here^  if  they  met,  but  flightly  mention'd) 
that  fix  Perfons,  viz.  The  Bilhop  of  Exeter^  the  Bifliop 
.  of  Bath^  the  Bittiop  Eleft  of  JVorcefter,  Sir  Alan  Zouchy 
Sir  Roger  de  Sumery^  and  Sir  Robert  Walerand^  by  their 
Oaths  there  made,  fhould  chufc  fix  others,  who  would^ 
according  to  their  Judgments,  do  the  bcft  for  the  Secu- 
rity and  Peace  of  the  Land.  To  thefe  Twelve  were 
committed  the  Cafe  and  Fafts  of  the  Difinherited,  with 
full  Power  from  the  King  and  Parliament  to  hear  and 
determine  all  Matters  concernihg  them  ;  which  Deter- 
jnination  was  called  the  Di£lum  de  Kenelworth.  If  there 
arofe  anv-  Difference  between  the  Twelve,  that  was 
only  to  (land  good  and  firm  which  received  the  AfTent 
smd  Approbation  of  the  Legate  and  Henry ^  Son  to  the 
King  of  the  Romans ;  and  they  were  to  finifli  their  Work 
by  the  Feaft  of  All  Saints, 

This  Determination  and  Award  was  made  to  better 
the  Condition  of  the  Difinherited,  and  to  turn  the  For- 
feitures and  Lofs  of  their  Eflates  into  a  Compofition  for 
them  ;  and  therefore, 

*  All  who  began  the  War  and  perfevered  in  it ; 

*  All  who  violently  and  malicioufly  kept  Northampton 
•   *  againft  the  King ; 

r  -  -  1  *  All  that  fought  againfl  the  King  at  Lewes ; 

*  All  that  were  taken  at  Kenehvorth  under  the  Com- 

*  mand  of  young  Simon  Montfort^  had  plundered  Win^ 

*  cheftery  or  were  in  any  other  Place  againft  the  King, 
^  which  he  had  not  pardoned  ; 

*  All  fighting  agdinft  him  at  Evejham  ; 

*  All  that  were  in  ihe  Fight  at  Chefterfield% 

*  All  that  freely  fent  their  Service,  that  is,  Horfe  and 

*  Arms,  againlt  the  King  or  his  Son ; 

*  Air  Bailiffs  and  Servants  of  the  Earl  of  Leicejler^  that 
«  plundered  their  Neighbours,  burnt  their  Houfes,  or 

*  killed  them,  or  did  any  other  Mifchief ; 

Should  pay  five  Years  Rents  of  their  Lands,  and  if 

they  paid  it,  they  were  to  have  their  Land  again.    The 

Money  was  to  be  paid  at  two  or  three  Ihort  Payments, 

and 
F  Pat,  5p  Ht  nil  m«  9.  dor(o« 
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and  if  they  paid  the  whole,  then  all  their  Land  was  de-TGngHflMjUI. 
livered;  if  half,  then  half ;  if  a  third  Part,  then*  equal; 
and  if  they  were  not  able  to  pay,  the  Lands  were  to  re- 
main in  the  Hands  the  King  had  given  them  to,  till  the 
Money  was  raifed  ;  and  out  of  thefc  Compofitions,  by 
the  Perfuafions  of  the  Arbitrators,  the  King  was  to  gra- 
tify his  own  Friends. 

The  Earl  Ferrers  and  Henry  Hqflings  were  to  pay 
fcven  Years  Profits  of  their  Lands. 

Thofe  who  had  committed  Icflcr  Crimes  than  the 
above  recited,  compounded;  or  were  fined  three  Years, 
two  Years,  one  Year,  or  half  a  Year's  Rent  of  their 
Lands,  according  to  the  Nature  of  their  Offences;  thofe 
that  had  no  Lands  were  fined  in  Goods. 

All  Obligations,  Writings,  or  Inftruments,  made  by 
the  King,  or  his  Son,  concerning  the  Oxford  Provifions* 
or  made  or  entered  into  by  any  of  the  King's  faithful 
Subjcfts,  by  reafon  of  the  Troubles,  were  made  null  and 
void  by  this  Award:  Whereby  it  was  declared,  that  the 
King  might  and  ought  to  exercife  his  Royal  Power  and 
Authority,  without  the  Let  or  Contradi6tion  of  any  one; 
by  which,  contrary  to  the  Laws  and  Cuttoms  of  the 
I^nd,  which  had  long  fubfifted,  his  Royal  Dignity 
might  have  been  immured ;  yet  the  Great  Charter,  and 
the  Charter  of  the  Foreft,  were  to  remain  in  full  Force 
by  this  Judgment. 

The  CommifEoners  alfo  requefled  the  King  and  Le- 
gate, that,  under  Danger  of  Corporal  Punifbment  and      [  75  3 
Ecclefiaftic  Cenfure,  they  would  ftriSly  forbid  any  to 
ipeak  €3^ Simon  Monifort  as  a  Saint,  or  to  Ipread  the  vain 
and  foolifh  Miracles  reported  of  him. 

They  alfo  humbly  befeeched  the  Legate  to  abfolve 
the  King,  and  all  others  of  the  Kingdom,  both  great  and  ' 
fmall,  from  the  Oaths  they  had  taken  to  obfcrvc  certain 
Charters  concerning  the  Oxford  Provifions ;  to  the  Ob- 
fcrvation  of  which  they  were  bound  by  the  Sentence  of 
Excommunication  pronounced  againft  fuch  as  did  not 
obferve  them. 

This  Award,  or  Dl^um  de  Kenelworthy  was  fihifhed 
in  the  Caftle  of  Kenetworth  on  the  31ft  of  O^fober^  in 
the  Year  of  Grace  1266,  and  the  fcth  Year  of  the 
Reign  of  King  Henry. 

Tho 
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t^lHarj  HL     Thc  Year  after,  1267,  Hinry  called  another  Parlia* 

^^j^j^     .      mem  to  meet  at  £^  Edmundjbury\  where,  fays  the  Con- 

1267.        tinuator  of  Aiatthiw  Paris ^  were  fumrooned  to  appear, 

Ax  St  Bdmmd!^^  £arls.  Barons,  Archbifliops,  Bilhops,  Abbots,  and 

kury*        *H  that  owed  him  Military  Service,  with  their  Horfe 

And  Arms,  to  go  againft  thofe  Rebels  who  had  got  into 

the  Ifle  of  Elyj  and  ftill  held  it  out  againft  him.     This 

as  a  prepofterous  Way  of  fummoning  a  Parliament, 

which  the  Monk  fpeaks  of;  however,  it  is  certain  there 

was  fome  other  BuTinefs  intended  to  be  done  at  this 

Meeting  more  than  going  to  fight :  For  the  fame  Author 

has  given  us  an  txwSt  Account  of  the  King,  with  the 

Pope's  Legate,  who  was  then  with  him,  and  what  De«> 

mands  they  made  for  a  Supply  from  the  Clergy,  with 

their  Anfwer  to  each  Article. 

1.  It  was  demanded,  *  That  the  Prelates  and  Rec- 

*  tors  of  Churches  (hould  grant  them  the  Tenths  of  their 

*  Churches  for  three  Years  next  to  come,  and  for  the 

*  Year  laft  paft,  as  they  gave  the  Barons  for  keeping  the 

*  Coafts  againft  the  Invafions  of  Strangers.'  To  this  it 
was  anfwered,  ^  That  the  War  began  by  unreafonable 
^  Deilres,  and  did  then  continue,  and  therefore  it  was 
^  neceflary  to  forbear  repeating  the  like  Demands,  and 

*  treat  of  the  Peace  of  the  Kingdom ;  and  make  IJfe  of 

*  the  Parliament  :o  the  Benefit  of  the  Church  and  King- 
[  76  ]      *  dom ;  and  not  to  extort  Money,  efpecially,  when  thc 

*  Nation  was  fo  much  deftroyed  by  the  War,  that,  if 

*  ever,  it  muft  be  a  long  Time  before  it  could  recover 
«  itfelf, 

2.  They  required,  *  That  the  Churches  might  be 

*  taxed  by  Laymen,  according  to  their  true  and  higheft 

*  Value.'     To  this  it  was  anfwered,  *  That  it  was  not 
.  ^  reafonable,  but  contrary  to  Jufltce,  that  Laymen  fhould 

*  meddle  with  colleaii^g  of  Tenths ;  nor  would  they 
^  ever  confent  to  a  new  Way  of  taxing,  but  that  the  old 
<  fhould  (tand. 

3.  '  That  the  Bifhops  and  Abbots  fhould  pay  the 

*  Tenths  of  their  Baronies  and  Lay  Fees,  up  to  their 

*  true  and  highefl  Value.'    Anfwered,  '  That  they  were 

*  impoverifhed  by  Depredations  and  Plunderings ;  that 

*  they  followed  the  King  in  his  Expeditions,  and  fpcnt 

*  fo  much  Money  that  they  were  grown  very  poor,  and 

*  that  their  Lands  laid  uncuUivatedby  reafon  of  the  War. 

4.  It 
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4.  It  was  demanded,  *  That  the  Clergy,  in  conmion*  ^^  *^  ** 

<  ihould  give  to  the  King  30tOOO  M^iks  for  the  afore- 

*  Taid  Tythes,  which  a  certain  Legate  had  claimed  fo^ 
^  the  Ufe  of  the  Court  of  Rome^  for  the  Debts  contrad* 
^  ed  in  Sicily^  Jpnlia.  and  Calabria^  in  the  Name  of  the 

<  Lord  Edmund^  the  iCing's  Son,  then  prefent/  Anfw^» 
^  That  they  would  give  nothing,  becaufe  all  thefe  Taxa- 

*  lions  and  Extortions,  firft  made  by  the  King,  were 
^  never  expended  to  the  Ufe  of  the  King  and  Realm** 

5.  They  required,  <  That  all  Clerks,  holding  Bare- 
^  nies  or  Lay  Fees,  Oiould  go  arm'd  in  their  own  Per^ 
^  fons  againft  the  King's  Enemies,  or  find  fo  much  &tX'^ 

*  vice  as  belongs  to  their  Lands  or  Tenements.'  To 
this  they  SMifwered,  *  That  they  ought  not  to  fight  wit|i 
« the  material  but  fpiritual  Sword,  that  is,  with  their 
*•  Prayers  and  Tears :  And  that,  by  their  Benefices  or 

*  Fees,  they  were  bound  to  maintain  Peace,  not  War* 

*  That  they  held  their  Barony  in  Frank  Aimtign^  in  pure 

<  Alms,  and  therefore  ow'd  no  Military  Service  but  what 

<  was  certain,  and  would  not  perform  any  that  was  new* 

6.  They  required,  on  the  Pope's  Behalf,  *  That  with 

^  all  Speed  the  Expedition  of  the  Crofs  might  be  preach'd      [  77  ] 

*  through  the  whole  Kingdom/  To  this  it  was  an- 
fwered,  ^  That  a  great  Part  of  the  People  had  been 

*  killed  by  the  War;  that,  if  now  they  (hould  undertake 

<  the  Crufade,  few  or  none  would  be  left  to  defend  the 
« Nation. 

7.  At  laft  it  was  faid,  ♦  That  the  Prelates  were  abfo-^ 
'  lutelv  bound  to  comply  with  all  thefe  Demands,  on 

*  the  Oath  which  they  had  taken  at  Coventryy  that  they 

*  would  aflift  the  King  by  all  the  Ways  they  were  able/ 
To  this  they  alfq  anfwcred,  *  That,  when  they  made 

*  that  Oath,  they  only  meant  it  of  fpiritual  Help  and 

*  wholefome  Counfel.* 

What  was  done  further  at  this  Parliament  we  cannot 
learn  %  it  does  not  appear  that  there  was  any  Attempt 
made  againft  the  Difmherited  in  the  lile  of  Ely ;  only 
they  were  reftrained  from  making  Excurfions  by  the 
Forces  the  King  kept  with  him  at  Cambridge.  It  muft 
be  owned  that  the  Clergy  behaved  themfclves  very 
ftoutly  againft  the  King  and  Legate  at  this  Meeting ; 

but 

«  Tr.  Brg^  has  omitted  this  whole  Demand  and  Anfwer  in  his  Traof- 
ktion  of  thefe  Articles,  p.  66 1 ;  making  the  fifth  Anide  th«  foarUi,  and 
'^  oo :  But  '.vbeLher  by  DcEga  or  Aot,  let  the  Reader  judge* 
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King  Henry  III.  j,ut  thcy  found  Mcans  afterwards  to  bend  them  by  an  ex- 
prefs  Bull  from  the  Pope,  whereby  he  granted  the  King 
the  Tenths  of  allEccIefiaftical  Benefices  whatfoever  for 
three  Years.  This  Bull  was  dated  at  Viterbo^  June  9, 
in  the  2d  Year  of  his  Pontificate,  J,  D.  1267,  the  51ft 
of  Henry  III.  and  direfted  to  his  Legate  Ottoboni  ?• 

.      ,    In  the  Year  1267  King  Henry  called  the  laft  Parlia- 

^^^ejT  ^^'n^cnt  in  bis  Reign,  being  fummoned  to  meet  at  Marlr 

fUMsriborougb,  borough  the  19th  of  November  \  in  which,  by  the  Aflent 

of  the  Earls  and  Barons,  were  made  the  Statutes  of 

'        Marlboroughy  in  which  a  general  Provifion  for  the  Obr 

fervance  of  the  two  Great  Charters  was  ordained  ^J. 

In  the  Year  1272  died  Henry  III.  King  of  England^ 
after  having  reigned  fifty-fix  Years  and  twenty  Days, 
and  was  buried  at  Wefiminjler.     *  A  Reign,  fays  an 

*  Hiftorian%  fo  full  of  remarkable  Contingents,  partly 

*  through  the  Weaknefs  and  Inconftancy  of  the  Prince, 

*  and   partly  through  the  Pride  and  Impatience  of  a 
f  78  ]       *  ftubborn  Nobility,  that  it   takes  up  a  tenth  Part  of 

*  the  EngUJh  Hiftory  from  the  Norman  Conqueft. 

TAXES  in  )his  King's  Reign  \ 
Taxes  during  the  T^ HE  Parliament  call'd  at  Northampton^  in  the  Year 
Reign  of  King     J^      1 224,  granted  the  King  two  Shillings  of  every 
BtnryliU         Plough  Land*,  and  the  King  granted  the  Barons  Sculage, 
two^Iarks  of  every  Knight's  Fee.     M.  Paris. 

The  Parliament  call'd  at  Weftminjler  granted  the  King 
a  Fifteenth  of  all  Moveables,  as  well  of  Clergy  as  Laity, 
in  the  whole  Kingdom,  for  the  Grant,  or  Confirmation, 
of  Magna  Charta,  The  fame  Year  there  was  a  fortieth 
Part  of  all  Moveables  granted.     AL  Paris. 

In  the  Year  1226  the  King  wrote  to  his  foreign 
Bilhops  and  Clergy  to  give  him  a  Fifteenth  of  all  their 
Moveables,  as  the  Bifliops  and  Clergy  of  England  h&d 
tlien  done.     Pat.  11  H.  IIL  m.  iiT 

The  next  Year  he  compelled  the  City  of  London  to 
pay  him  5000  Marks,  becaufe  they  had  given  as  much 

to 

p  Cart.  51  //.  II f.  m.  lo.  in  fchedula. 

q  ."ijj'enfu  Comitum  &  Baronrm,    M,  Paris.     See  the  Statutes  at  large* 
r  Sam.  Daniel* s  Htfiory  of  Erj^fand, 

»  See  a  fuller  Account  of  tliclc  Taxes,  in  Stephens' ^  Ryal  Ireafury  9f 
hagUnd.     Lond.  2725. 
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W  Liwhy  late  King  of  France^  when  he  left  England -,'^^1  Bimy  lU. 
and  levied  a  Fifteenth.     M.  Paris. 

At  the  fame  Time  be  took  from  the  Burgefles  of 
Northampton  an  Aid  of  I200/.  befides  one  Fifteenth* 

He  likewife  forced  all  religious  and  beneficed  Clerks 
to  pay  a  Fifteenth,  as  well  out  of  their  Spirituals  as 
'Temporals ;  and  they  who  were  unwiiyng  to  pay  were 
compelled  either  by  the  King's  Authority  or  £cclefu<- 
flical  Cenfures. 

Soon  after  this  the  Religious  and  others  had  Notice^ 
Azt  unlefs  they  renewed  their  Charters  the  old  ones 
Ihould  be  of  no  Advantage  to  them;  and  for  the  Re- 
newal every  one  paid  according  to  his  Faculty^  at  the 
Difcretion  of  the  Jufticiary.     Al.  Paris, 

In  the  Year  1230  Archbiihops,  Bifhops,  Abbots,  and 
Priors  gave  a  great  Sum  of  Money  for  recovering  bis 
Rights  beyond  Sea.  At  the  fame  Time  he  put  the 
Citizens  of  London  to  grievous  Redemption,  and  forced 
the  Jews  to  pay  him  a  third  Part  of  what  they  were 
worth.     Jlf.  Paris. 

In  the  Year  1231  the  King  required  a  Scutage  of      [  79  1 
three  Marks  of  every  Knight's  Fee,  of  all  that  held 
Baronies,  as  well  Prelates  as  Laics:  This  was  oppofed 
by  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  '  and  fome  other  Bi- 
ihops,  but  was  agreed  to  by  all  the  others.     M.  Paris. 

In  a  Parliament  held  at  Lambeth j  in  the  Year  1232^ 
a  fortieth  Pait  of  all  Moveables,  as  well  of  Fcclefiaftics 
as  Laics,  was  granted  to  the  King,  and  was  colledled 
very  foon  after.     M.  Paris. 

In  the  Year  1235  he  had  two  Marks  of  every  Plough 
Land,  for  the  Marriage  of  I/abel  his  Sifter  to  Frederic^ 
Emperor  of  Germany ^  and^ave  with  her  30,000  Marks 
for  her  Portion.  Clauf.  21  -n.  III.  m.  i.  fir  m.  21.  dort 

In  the  Year  1237  ^  thirtieth  Part  of  all  Moveables 
was  granted  to  the  King.     Ai.  Paris. 

In  the  Year  1242  the  King  required  a  Scutage  of  three 
Marks  from  every  Knight's  Fee  through  all  England. 
So  M.  Paris ;  but  others  fay  only  twenty  Shillings. 

In  a  Parliament  held  pt  London^  in  the  Year  1244, 
twenty  Shillings  of  every  Knight's  Fee  was  granted  to  the 
King  for  the  Marriage  of  his  eldeft  Daughter.   A<I.  Paris, 

t  Ricbcrd  mthtrped.  ^" 
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m»%UmMr4\*     In  tke  Year  1153  the  Cfergy  granted  the  Ten*  of  att 

Ecdefiaftical  Revenues  for  three  Years,  and  the  Nobi^ 
Iky  three  Marks  of  every  Knight's  Fee,  for  the  Relief  of 
the  Hdfy  Laniy  on  the  ICing's  Confirraation  of  Ma^nm 
6hdrta.     M,  FarUm 

In  the  Year  1^67  three  Years  Tenths  of  all  Churph 
Revenues  were  granted  to  the  King  by  the  Pope.  Cart.* 
51  //.  III.  m.  10.  fchcd. 

And  in  the  Year  1770  a  twentieth  Part  was  granted 
die  King.     CI.  54  H.  III.  ro.  ii.  dorfo. 

[80  1  J^DfyARD^  the  firfl  of  that  Name  after  the  Con- 
•^  qucft,  was  in  the  Hdly  Land  at  the  Time  of  the 
Death  of  his  Father  King  Henry  III.  However,  he  was 
peaceably  proclaimed  and  recognieed  King  of  England^ 
iic*  and,  at  his  coming  into  the  Kingdom,  was  crowned 
at  Wiftminfier^  with  the  ufual  Ceremonies,  Augitft  19, 
1^74$  near  a  Year  and  a  'Half  after  the  Death  of  lus 
Father^  he  being  then  juft  thirty- five  Years  of  Age* 

We  now  come  to  a  Reign,  in  which  we  (hall  give  the 
Hiftory  oi  Parliaments  undoubtedly  compofed  of  Reprc- 
lentatives  of  the  Counties,  Cities,  and  Boroughs,  as  weH 
as  the  higher  Eftates  of  the  Realm.  Montforf%  Con-* 
mention,  where  though  the  Commons  were  introduced  to 
inake  his  Caufe  more  popular,  yet  we  doubt  whether 
that  Meeting  can  be  filled  a  Parliament^  which  was 
called  together  by  the  Earl  of  Leicejler's  own  Authority^ 
the  King  a  Prifoner,  and  the  Realm  under  an  abfohite 
Ufurpation.  But,  however  that  Meeting  may  be  thought 
^  9i  by  fome,  yet  all  muft  grant  that  M(mtf9ri%  Condtid^, 

'  in  this  Particular,  was  highly  approved  of;  finee  to  what 
lie  then  did  may  be  owing  the  Rife  and  Mode)»  witll 
Ibme  Alterations,  of  all  fucceeding  Parli^unentf* 

The  State  of  the  Tranfaftions  on  the  Death  of  the 
laft  King  appears  to  be  thus:  He  died  Nov.  16,  1272^ 
his  Sons,  Edward  and  Edmund^  were  then  abroad. 
The  preceding  Troubles  put  every  Wcllwiflier  to  his 
Country  upon  taking  all  neceflary  Steps  to  preferve  the 
Peace  and  Tranquillity  of  the  Kingdeim ;  and  therefore^ 
immediately  after  the  King's  Funeral,  Sov,  20,  accord- 
ing to  Mat.  Wijlminfter^  or  before,  by  the  Jnnals  of 
IVarafter^  which  end  in  1307,  the  Earl  of  Gkucefter 

and 
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*  iitd  Other  Lords  *,  then jpreftnt,  took  an  Oath  to  pre*  XiniEdvrvd  U 
fcrve  the  Peace  of  the  Kingdom  to  the  utmoft  of  their 
Power,  and  to  bear  faith&l  Allegiance  to  the  abfcnt 
King^. 

The  Parliamentary  Records  being  almoft  all  loft,  or 
deftroyed,  about  this  Time,  we  can  have  but  fmall  Afflft* 
ancefrom  them  ;  our  Recourfe  therefore  muft  be  chiefly 
to  the  old  Monldfli  Writers  of  this  Age,  twho,  tfao*  not  to 
ezad  as  the  others,  jet  the  whole  Body  of  our  Hiftorians, 
hitherto,  have  allowed  of  their  Teflimoflies,  where  bet- 
ter could  not  be  found.  However,  we  are  not  altogether 
without  our  own  Vouchers,  as  the  Sequence  will  Slew  ; 
and  particularly  in  this  next  Parliament,  where  the  Ads 
made  by  them  are  ftill  preferved,  and  ftand  the  firft  iit 

all  Editions  of  our  Statutes  at  large. But  to  proceed 

with  our  Hiftory. 

Edward  being  returned  to  his  own  Dominions,  an4 
his  Coronation  performed,  foon  after  thoocht  (it  to  call 
a  Parliament,  in  order  to  redrefs  many  Grievances  and  ' 
Enormities  which  had  crept  into  the  State  during  the 
fete  Civil  Wars,  his  Father's  Death,  and  his  own  long 
Abfence  from  the  Kingdom.  This  Parliament  was 
iummoned  to  meet  Ad  quinienam  Fejii  Purif.  Beata 
Firgiais  Maria,  Feb.  lb.  Here  we  have  the  Commons 
cdied  up  to  it,  as  plainly  appears  by  the  Preamble  to  the  | 
Sututes  of  Weftminfter  the  Firft,  as  they  are  ftiJed  by 
the  Lawyers,  which  we  ihall  give  in  the  Sequel  \  but  how 
tbev  were  elected  to  it,  does  not  fo  evidently  appear. 

It  was  in  this  Parliament  that  the  feveral  Summons 
vhich  the  King  had  fent  to  Lewelfyn,  Prince  of  WaUsy 
to  come  and  do  Homage  to  him  as  his  Vaflal  and  Sub- 
jcfl^  were  recited/  Rymer  in  the  Fcedera Anglic.  Tom.  If. 

p.  68, 

«  WsktrCfdrd,  Ardihiftop  of  T$rki  Edmund  PUntagmd,  Earl  of 
C^tnmaU,  Son  to  Richard  who  was  Brother  to  Kiag  Henry  ill,  and  GiU 
hert  de  CUrt^  Earl  of  Giouctfitr,     Mat.  fVcfi. 

V  B^ftmtdam  ad  aowm  Ttmplmm  Losdioi  NMivet  Regnt  parifer  eon» 
^tenerMMtf  et  faQo  Sigilh  mv§,  coaftitMtrutU  Cufiodet  fddtt  tt  miniftrtt^ 
fsi  Tb^oMrum  Regis  et  Paccm  Regm  fideliter  cvfipdirent,     Mat.  Wdi. 

Pie  froxime  p^  Patris  ejus  Hepuituram  l*ater  &obertut  Kylwardbtr* 
Jhcbiep,  Cant.  &e,  afud  nvuum  Templitm  eetevenemat,  &c»  et  de  g/ffei^ 
^latnt  Reginee  ftatuerunt  Cufiedet  Regni,  &€.  Walfing.  ^.  Trivet.— 
But  our  Author  muft  be  miAaken  ii;  his  ArqM>ifliQp,  tor  Robert  Kil^aarS-^ 
hey,  though  he  had  been  named  by  the  Pope  at  Rome  to  the  See  of  Canter.'" 
bury  in  OBeber  before,  yet  be  had  not  uken  Poflcfion  of  it  at  that  Time* 
Jc  were  the  Noblet  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  Note  {^)  that  ifliied  out 
the  Writ  ia  the  ^in g*f  Kam^  dt  Psti  Regit  preeUm4tuU»  which  ii  ulR^^ 
mer'l  Feed,  dated  iVw,  53. 
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Kii}g£inMril.p.  68,  has  given  us  a  Lift  of  them,  by  which  it  appears. 
That  however  hard  this  Prince's  Fate  might  fcem  after- 
wards, yet  it  cannot  be  denied  but  that  he  had  fair 
Warning  to  avoid  it.  For  Fear  of  breaking  the  Thread 
of  our  Hiftory,  we  chufe  to  give  them  by  Way  of  Note, 
as  under  *. 

There  is  no  Doubt  but  thefe  feveral  Summons  were 
read  in  the  firft  Meeting  of  this  Parliament,  but  what 
was  then  refolved  upon  about  them  does  not  appear* 
It  is  probable  the  more  important  Affairs  of  the  State 
called  firft  for  Amendment :  And  indeed  many  excellent 
Laws  were  enadled  by  this  Parliament  for  fecuring  the 
Peace  and  Liberties  of  the  People,  as  well  as  the  Im* 
munities  of  the  Church,  and  Privileges  of  the  Clergy  ; 
but  whether  in  the  firft  or  fecond  Seffion  of  it,  is  not 
certain.  They  fat  but  a  fmall  Time  ;  fpr  they  met  about 
CandUmaSy  and  were  prorogued  to  the  22d  of  Jprii  fol- 
lowing, 1275.  *». 

AnnoRegni  3.       At  the  next  Meeting  of  this  Parliament,  the  AfFair 
»»75'       of  the  Jews^  then  in  Er\gkndy  was  taken  into  Confidera- 

AtWeJhmnper.  ^o"»  *"^  fcveiyjl  Laws  Were  made  to  ceftrain  the  ex- 

ceffive  Ufury  of  them  ;  and  it  was  al fo  enadkd,  That 

L  ^*  J      they  (hould  wear  a  Badge  upon  their  Upper  Garments, 

in  the  Shape  of  the  two  Tables  of  Mofes's  Law '.     On 

the 

•  I.  A  SummoBS  by  Walter  of  Merton^  dated  A'tv.  29,  1172»  reciting. 
That  the  Prelates,  Barons,  &c*  in  IVala,  had  done  Homjge,  and  cmpow- 
eing  two  Abbots,  ofDore  and  Hapemen,  to  receive  his  Homage,  Rymer, 
Tom.  II.  p.  2. 

,    There  18  alfo  a  Letter  from  the  Abbots,  certifying  that  they  went  to 
Montgomery,  &c.  but  that  the  Prince  did  not  come.     Ibid,  p.  3. 

a.  Orders  to  William  de  Bello  Campos  Comes  Warwie,  to  be  at  Montgo-' 
mery  on  the  next  Sunday  after  the  Feift  of  St.  Philip  and  Jacoh,  dated  At 
Wefimirffier^  April  14,  1274. 

3.  After  His  Coronation,  (Augvfi  19,  1274)  an^  he  came  not  within  « 
Year, 

4.  A  Surrmons  to  him  to  appeaf  and  do  Homage  to  the  King  at  Sbreivf- 
hiry,  oil  the  Sunday  after  the  Feaft  of  St.  Andrew,  1274,  dated  at  North" 
ampton,  Nov.  3.     Ibid,  p.  41 . 

The  King  falling  il)  pat  off  the  Time,  as  appears  by  his  Writ,  dated  at 
Clyvct  Nov*  22,  1274.     Anno  Fegni  3.     Ibid, 

b  Cra/f,  Clauf.  Pafch,  and  Raficr-Utast  is  much  the  fame.  Eafter-Dayc^ 
that  Year,  was  April  14.  The  Date  in  HoKokir^i  ISiatufes  is  April  25  } 
but  it  flionld  rather  have  been  the  ^d. 

There  is  a  Writ  in  Prynne^s  Parliamentary  Cclleilions,  p.  180,  dated  at 
Weftmiafter,  Jvly  24,  Anno  Regni  4,  Edw,  1.  reicrring  to  a  Law  made  ia 
this  firil  Parliament. 

c  Ad  unius  Palnue  Longitudinem,     Mat.  Weftminfier. 

There  is  in  Prynne,  p.  239,  from  clauf  4  Ed'zv.  J.  m.  6,  aProcUina* 
tion  enjoining  the  Jiw  Woffica  alfo  to  weair  tliat  £a«ige. 
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the  i8th  of  the  fame  Month  they  met  again,  and  grant-  '^'"S  EdwardU 
ed  the  King  a  Fifteenth  upon  the  Clergy  and  Laity,  by 
the  common  Confent  of  the  Archbifhops,  BKhops,  Earls, 
tfnd  Barons  ^.  This  Money,  or  Subfidy,  was  given, 
fays  one  Author  •*,  to  defray  the  £xpence  of  the  King's 
Crufade  :  Another  writes.  That  it  was  faid  by  fome  to 
be  for  Novelty  Sake,  or  for  a  good  Beginning  *.  How- 
ever, Dr.  BraJy  has  publiflied  an  aS  of  the  King's, 
whereby  he  declares.  That  this  Gift  of  the  Clergy  pro- 
ceeded only  from  their  free  Good- will,  and  that  it  fhould 
not  be  drawn  into  Confequence  for  the  future. 

The  King  had  done  the  Merchants  fome  fignal  Ser- 
vice, in  a  late  Treaty,  as  be  came  home  through  Flan^ 
dirs  ;  and  in  his  Care  now  of  their  Interefls,  in  fuppref- 
ilng  illegal  and  ^xceffive  Tolls,  arbitrarily  exadled  from 
them  in  moft  Parts  of  the  Realm  ;  they  therefore  volun- 
tarily taxed  themfelves  to  Half  a  Mark  on  every  Sack 
of  Wool,  and  a  Mark  on  300  Skins,  and  on  a  Laft  of 
Leather,  throughout  England  and  Inland^  for  IValis 
was  not  conquered  at  that  Time,  and  granted  it  to  the 
King  and  his  Heirs  for  ever  ^  This  Contribution  they 
got  confirmed  by  this  Parliament,  and  it  was  called  the 
N€w  Cufiom^  in  Diftinftion  to  one  that  had  been  Part 
of  the  antient  Revenue  of  the  Crown. 

What  is  before  faid  relating  to  the  Commons,  being 
caird  to  this  Parliament, befides  the  undoubted  Authority 
of  the  Preamble  to  the  Statutes  made  in  it,  it  is  farther 
confirmed  by  the  Teftimony  of  two  antient  Monaflic 
Hiftories,  the  Annals  of  TForc^er^  and  thofe  of  fyaver^\ 
lij<i  who  exprefly  tell  us.  That  they  were  compofed 
of  the  Archiepifcopij  Epifcopiy  Comiusj  Barones^  Abbatesy 
it  Priores,  et  de  quolibet  Comitatu  quatuor  Milites,  et  de 
pialibit  Civitate  quatuor.  ,  By  this  it  appears  that  there 
were  no  Reprefentatives  of  the  Boroughs  in  it,  though 
modern  Hiftorians  have  faid  fo  ;  and  therefore  was  not 
fimiiar  to  Montfort's  Parliament,  neither  in  the  Places 
fending,  nor  the  Number  fent.  We  ihall  conclude  this 
Afiair,  by  giving  the  Preamble  to  the  Statutes  of  fVeJl^ 

Vol.  L  F  minjlcr 

«  Anoal.  Waverl. 

d  Chnm.  T.  Wykct. 

«  N»w'tath  Camfa,    AnJul.  WaverL 

^  Pat.  3  Edw,  I.  m.  I.    Rot.  Fia,  3  £Jw,  I.  m.  24. 
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KingEdwgrd  t  min/ler  the  Firft,  which  our  Lawyers  have  divided  in- 
to fifty-one  Chapters  «. 

Anno  Regni  4.  The  next  Year,  1 276,  this  King  conven'd  his  Nobler, 
ia7^«        (f^c.  again  to  IVefiminfter^  on  the  Affair  of  Ltwtllyn  ; 

At  Wtfimnfltr.  they  met  at  (Veftminfter^  OSfober  18,  or  about  the  Feaft 
of  St.  Luke  ^,  1276.  And  that  they  confifted  of  the  fame 
Members  as  the  laft,  appears  from  a  Patent  to  the  Arch- 
\  bifliop  of  Canttrburyy  which  recites  Comites^  Baronesy  ac 
alii  magnaiiSy  et  Communitas  Regni  noftri  *.  In  this 
Parliament  fcveral  more  Summons,  which  had  been  fent 
to  the  Prince  of  Wales  fince  the  Meeting  of  the  laft,  were 
again  recited  ;  to  which  he  never  appeared,  but  fent  idle 
and  frivolous  Excufes,  nay,  fometimes  in(blent  ones,  in- 
Head  of  coming.  Upon  which  the  Archbiihops,  Bifliops, 
and  other  Prelates,  with  the  Earls,  Barons,  f^c.  defir'd 
the  King  would  give  them  Leave  to  fend  to  him  to  pcr- 
fuade  him  to  come ;  to  this  the  King  acquiefced,  and 
they  accordingly  fent  the  Archdeacon  of  Canterbury^  but 
to  no  Purpofe :  But  about  a  Fortnight  after  Michaelmas^ 
that  Year,  Lewellyn  fignified  to  the  King  that  he  would 
come  to  Montgomery  to  do  tiomage,  provided  the  King 
would  give  him  Safe-Condu6l,  by  the  Archbifliop  of 
Canterbury^  isfc.  This  Letter  was  looked  upon  to  be  (6 
infolent,  that  it  was  agreed  by  all  prefent.  That  the  King 

fhould 

r  The  Preamble  to  thefe  Statutes  is  as  follows :  Thefe  be  the  A^s  df 

*  King  EdmforJ,  Son  to  King  Htnry^  nude  at  JVtfiminftir,  at  his  /irft  Par* 
'  liament  general  after  his  CoVonation,  on  the  Mondsy  of  Enfier-XJtaif  in 

*  the  third  Year  of  his  Reign,  by  his  Council,  and  by  the  AiTent  of  tbe 
«  Archbiihops,  Bifhops,  Abbots,  Priors,  Harls,  Barons,  and  all  the  Corrv- 

*  monalty  of*  the  Realm,  being  thither  fununoned  \  becaufe  vox  Lord  the 
'  King  had  great  Zeal  and  Deilre  to  rcdre(s  the  State  of  the  Realm  in  foch 

*  Things  as  required  Amendment,  for  tbe  common  Profit  of  Holy  Church 

*  and  of  the  Realm.     And  becaufe  the  State  of  Holy  Church  had  been 

*  evil  kept,  and  the  Prelates  and  Religibus  Perfons  of  the  Land  griered 
'  many  Ways,  and  the  People  otherwlfe  intreated  than  they  ought  to  be, 

*  and  the  Peace  lefs  kept,  and  the  Laws  lefs  ufed,  and  the  Offenders  IcCs 

*  punilhed  than  they  ought  to  be,  by  reafon  whereof  the  People  feared  left 

*  to  offimd ;  the  King  hath  brdained  and  eilabliihed  theCe  vAdla  under- 
'  written^  which  he  intendeth  ihould  be  necelTary  and  profitable  to  the 
«  whole  Realm/     Vide  Chron,  T.  Wykes,  fub  bcc  Anno. 

Befides  the  Statutes  at  iarve,  (tt  a  Detail  of  tbele  Lawa  in  Lord  Ceke^ 
JnflitvttSt  Part  II.  p.  156,  &<>. 

b  AnnaL  H^averL  JVygorn,  In  qutndena  S,  Michael*  ffyies»  You  have, 
in  Archbifliop  fValu*%  Appendix ^  No.  14.  the  Archbifhop  oiTork*%  Ap- 
pointment of  his  Proxy,  dated  at  Bolton  in  Craven^  Nom.  03,  1276.  We 
mention  this,  becaufe  it  is  the  firft  Proxy  we  have  yet  met  with. 

1  Dat.  fFtfim.  A^v.  x,  Pat,  4£i.  1.  m.  6.  Prynnc'%  Coll,  p«  179, 
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fhoold  not  admit  of  Lewellyn*9  Excutcs ;  hut  proceed  ^^%E^^toMrdl^ 
againft  him  as  a  Rebel  ^. 

It  is  faidthat  in  this  Parliament  the  Fifteenth  granted 
by  the  laft  was  ordered  to  be  levied,  but  whether  then 
or  before,  is  very  uncertain,  becaufe  our  oldeft  Hifto- 
rians  contradidl  one  another  hereabouts  ftrangdy,  both 
in  jumbling  the  Parliaments  together,  and  In  different 
Dates,  that  nothing  certain  can  be  got  out  of  them. 
The  Tax  of  a  Fifteenth  is  faid,  by  fome,  to  be  laid  oh 
Clergy  and  Laity  jointly,  whilft  the  Annals  oiTf^averley 
mention  the  Lay  rofleffions  only ;  but  arc  very  parti- 
cular in  their  Account  of  this  Tax,  and  mention  ex- 
adly  what  their  Part  of  the  Fifteenth  amounted  to* 

As  we  fhall  have  Occafion  to  make  frequent  Men- 
tion of  thefc  Taxes  in  the  Progrefs  of  this  Work,  it  may 
not  be  thought  improper  to  give  an  Explanation  of  them 
in  this  Place. 

Our  ableft  Lawyers  have  been  puzzled  about  the 
Manner  how  thefe  Tenths  and  Fifteenths  were  colledled; 
what  we  have  met  with  relating  to  that  Affair  is  not 
intirely  fatisfadory  ;  becaufe,  we  prefume,  they  varied 
with  the  Times,  and  were  charged  upon  Goods  and 
Chattels  rather  than  Land,  efpecially  in  Cities  and  great 
Towns.  But  let  the  following  Explanation  fpeak  for 
itfelf. 

A  Fifteenth^  or  ^utnzieme  ^  is  a  Tax  of  Money  laid  Tentht  tnd  Flf- 
upon  the  Counties/Cities,  Boroughs,  or  other  Towns,  ^?'**'  accouat- 
throughout  the  Realm ;  and  fo  call'd,  becaufe  it  amount^      ^'* 
ed  to  a  fifteenth  Part  of  that  which  the  City  or  Town 
had  been  of  old  valued  at :  And  therefore  every  Town 
knew  what  a  Fifteenth  for  themfelves  did  amount  to  i 
which  was  in  Proportion  to  the  Land  or  Circuit  about  it. 
Thus  Camden  fays  of  Batb^  Geldebat  pro  viginti  Hidism 
Whereas  a  Subjidy  was  raifed  upon  every  particular 
Man's  Goods,  or  Lands,  and  therefore  was  uncertain  ; 
becaufe  the  Eftate  of  every  particular  Man  is  uncertain  °*. 

The  lafl:  Edition  of  this  Law-Di£lionary  adds,  That 

thefe  Rates  were  taken  out  of  Doomfday-Book^  in  the 

Exchequer,  as  Camden  again  witneffes  of  ITelles^  in 

F  2  Somerfet^ 

^  The  Declaration  of  War  againft  Lrwe/^n  is  in  Rymer^  Tom«  II.  p.  68* 

1  A  yinaieme  is  to  thi*  Day  a  Tax  in  Franst^  called.  In  Enghfj^  a 
Tvrtntietb  Penny. 

»  Ctfiw^a  Law  Di^oary. 
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Kiflg  Edward  hSomirfit/hire^  thus  :  ^0  Ttmpore^  ut  teflatur  Ctnfuatit 
Angliae  Lihir,  Epifcopus  ipfum  Oppsdum  tenuity  quod 
pro  quinquaginta  Hidis  geldavit'y  and  fo  of  other  Towns : 
By  which  it  appears,  that,  of  old  Time,  this  Teemed  t6 
be  a  yearly  Tribute  in  Certainty  :  Whereas  now,  tho* 
the  Rate  be  certain,  yet  it  is  not  levied  but  by  Parlia^ 
ment.  To  this  we  may  add.  That  thefe  Kinds  of  Taxa- 
tions were  impofed  by  the  King  at  his  Pleafure,  till  Ed^ 
tuard  I.  bound  himfelf  and  his  SuccefTors,  from  that 
Time  forward,  not  to  levy  it  but  by  Confent  of  tb« 
Realm. 

But  to  go  on  with  our  Hiflory.— ^-*- 

\  It  feems  as  if  this  laft  Parliament  met  by  Prorogation 
this  Year  at  Wincheftery  for  we  have  no  Account  of  a 
new  one  being  called  ;  and  yet  there  is  Tcftimony  that 
they  fat  there  about  the  Beginning  of  Januaryy  fay  our 
Annalifts,  for  feveral  Days  ^,  the  King  coming  to  them 
the  latter  End  o{  December.  Soon  after  Eajler  we  find 
them  met  again  at  Wejlminjler^  which  muft  be  in  the 
C  ^3  ]  ^  Year  1277  ;  and  here  it  was  that,  amongft  other  good 
Laws,  the  Statute  of  Bigamy  was  e/ia£led  ";  iho'  this 

Bi^/  waed.  '^ft  ^^^"^5  "^^  ^^  *^^^^  ^^^^  ^°"^  *"  *"''  Parliament,  the 
*  Preamble  to  the  Statute  running  thus : 

•  In  the  Prefence  of  certain  Keverend  Prelates,  Bi- 

*  (hops  of  England^  and  others  of  the  King's  Council, 

*  the  Conftitutions  under-written  were  recited,  and  after 
«  heard  and  publiihed  before  the  King  and  his  Council, 

*  forafmuch  as  all  the  King's  Council,  as  well  Jufticcs 

*  as  others,  did  agree  that  they  (hould  be  put  in  Writing 
^  for  a  perpetual  Memoi'y,  and  that  they  fhould  be  (led* 

*  faftly  obferved/ 

Anno  Regni  4,) '     At  this  Parliament,  at  JPlncbeJler  or  TVeftminJler^ 
\%n^*        however,  the  King  confirmed  the  Charters  of  Liberties 
At  Wiftcbtjitr.  and  Forefts,  and  ordered  that  it  fliould  be  proclaimed 
all  over  England  that  they  fhould  be  ftriflly  obferved  *** 
There  is  Mention  m^de  of  another  Parliament  faid  to 
^'^^if-rT"^*  be  held  in  the  Year  1277,  after  the  King's  Expedition 
into  Wales^  in  which  the  Laity  granted  the  King  a  thir- 
tieth Part  of  their  moveable  Goods  towards  his  Charges. 

Tyrrel 

J  Terflurtt  Din.    Annal.  Wygorn.  et  Waverl. 

m  The  Statmtes  at  large.    Sec  alfo  Tyrel*%  Hijiory  o/EngUnd,  VoL  UI« 
p.  26. 

■  Tyrrel*t  Htft^rj  9/ England,  Vol,  III.  p.  29. 
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Tyrrel  obfcrvcs,  that  this  Parliament  is  not  cxprcflyHioiWw«»^^i» 
mentioned  on  the  Rolls ;  which  ihews,  adds  be,  that 
there  were  many  more  Parliaments  than  we  can  now 
find  upon  Record  ^, 

Tyrrel  quotes  Walfingham  for  his  Authority  as  to  this 
Meeting ;  but  as  we  End  no  older,  and  confidering  the 
War  now  with  IVaUs^  to  attend  which  all  thofe  who 
held  by  Miliury  Service,  even  the  Ladies  p,  were  fum* 
noned,  and  the  King's  returning  from  that  Expedition^ 
we  can  hardly  find  Time  or  Place  for  a  Parliament  to 
meet. 

There  is  greater  ProbabiliQr  that  a  Parliament  might 
be  held  next  Year  at  GlouceftiTy  becaufe  the  Sututes  faid 
to  be  made  there  by  our  Statute  Books  feem  to  confirm 
it,  though  we  have  no  other  Authority.  Thefe  Laws 
feem  to  have  been  taken  and  printed  from  fome  Procla- 
mation, or  fome  fuch  A6t  for  publiihing  them  ;  perhaps 
at  a  Parliament  at  Wejlminjier  held  in  OSlober  this  Year, 
though  firft  made  at  Ghuajiir^  from  whepce  they  take 
their  Name,  and  is  evidently  confirmed  by  the  Statutes 
of  ffyiminjiir  the  Stcbndy  I'^Edw.l.  which  fay  the 
Parliament  was  called  to  meet  at  Glouciftn  in  ^truUna 
S.  Joban,  Baptijiig^  becaufe  an  Expofition  of  thefe  Laws 
was  made  on  the  Sunday  after  the  F^aft  of  St.  Piter^  ad 
Vincula^  this  very  Year  ^. 

The  Annals  of  JVaverUy  mention  a  Parliament  to  be  [  84  ] 
held  at  Wiftminfier  in  the  Middle  of  OHohir  this  Year, 
where  it  is  faid  that  the  King  of  Scots  came  and  did  Ho- 
mage to  King  Edward  at  that  Meeting.  Wykes  fays 
the  fame;  and,  by  his  Account,  one  might  imagine  that 
it  was  for  the  whole  Crown  of  Scotland  \  but  the  An^ 
nals  of  IVorceJler  exprefs  the  Lands  for  which  he  did 
Homage,  which  all  lay  in  England,  A  better  Authority 
than  either  is  in  the  Faidera  Ang.  Tom.  I.  p.  igi6,  where 
is  the  whole  Proceeding*  - 

F  3  The 

•  Tyrrtr%  Hifiory  ^f  Evgland,  Vol.  JIf.  p.  29. 

P  Rymer  hts  given  a  Lift  of  the  Barons,  Prelates,  Abbots,  ai\d  even  La- 
dies, that  were  fummoned  to  ierve  in  this  War,  b]r  themiblves  or  Sabfti* 
tales. 

q  The  Date,  therefore,  in  Hawkinses  Statutet,  may  be  vvronz.  The  Rolj 
in  the  Tower  ends  thus :  Done  a  Gloccftrc  le  Dfmein  procbein  apres  la  Fefie 
£*  Seitt  Pcire  a  Gonie  de  Auft.  le  An  avauntdit  \  and  the  Preamble  to  thQ 
Statute  de  ^q  fVarfinti  mentions  Uicfc  cudQ  at  Chwt^ir  id  Au^^jk^ 
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King Edvfgrdh     T)\6  next  Year,  1279,  another  Parliament  was  Aim- 
moned  to  meet  at  fVeJiminflir^  when  an  Affair  of  great 

^"^mtT^  7*  Importance  to  the  Intereft  of  the  whole  Nation  came 
before  them.  But  before  we  enter  upon  an  Account  of 
At  Wifminftr.  the  famous  Statute  of  Mortmain^  pafled  in  this  Parlia- 
ment, it  will  be  neceflary  to  premife  two  Affairs  which 
happen  to  precede  it.  The  firft  was  an  k&,  concerning 
bearing  of  Armour ;  in  the  Preamble  to  which  the  Pre- 
lates, Earls,  Barons,  and  whole  Commonalty,  are  faid 
to  be  there  aflembled  at  Wtfimirifier^  Oilober  30,  An?io 
Regni  7.  The  other  Tranfaftion  was  this :  Some  of 
the  Provifions  the  Archbiihop  of  Cantirbury  and  his 
Glergy  had  made  this  Year,  at  a  Council  at  Readifrg^ 
(3  Kal.  Aug.)  were  revoked,  foon  after,  by  this  Parlia- 
ment, (in  Fefto  S.  Michaelis)  and  this  Revocation  is 
printed  in  Prynne  %  CoHiery  and  in  the  Councils^  But  this 
Blow  was  very  foon  followed  by  a  much  greater  Stroke 
at  that  Body  than  they  had  ever  fuffered  before. 

It  is  very  well  known  to  an  Englijh  Hiftorian,  that 
the  Clergy,  ever  fmce  the  firft  Introdudion  of  Chi  iftianity 
into  this  Ifland,'had  been  accumulating  Lands  and 
Riches ;  inibmuch  that  they  had  fwelled,  what  was  at 
lirft  but  a  Molehill,  into  a  huge  Mountain.  The  enor« 
mous  Bulk  of  their  prefent  PoffeiSons,  and  what  they 
were  daily  acquiring  from  the  miftaken  Charity  of  that 
Age,  made  it  juftly  fufpicious  that,  in  another,  they 
night  engrofs  the  whole :  Befides,  it  was  well  known 
that,  whatever  Lands  they  gained  this  Way,  they  were 
from  thenceforth  unalienable,  and  a  dead  Hand  laid  on 
them  for  ever.  The  Laity  had  been  long  defirous  to 
ftem  this  Torrent;  but  wanted  a  King  of  Refolution 
enough  to  defpife  the  Vatican  Thunder,  and  effeSually 
put  a  Stop  to  thefe  dangerous  Proceedings.  Such  a  King 
they  found  in  Edward  L  and  a  Parliament  was  called  in 
this  Year  for  that  Purpofe,  They  met  at  Weftminjier 
in  the  Beginning  of  November^  by  the  King's  Appoint- 
ment, and  when  he  made  the  Propofal  it  was  received 
by  the  Laity  with  univerfal  Joy,  nor  durft  the  Clergy 
,  oppofe  it  for  Fear  a  heavier  Blow  fliould  fall  upon  them. 
In  fine,  it  was  enaded,  *  That,  from  henceforth,  none 

*  fhould  either  give,  fell,  bequeath,  or  change,  or,  by 

•  any  Title  whatfoever,  (hould  aiSgn  any  Lands,  Tenc- 

^  ments. 
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*  ments^  or  Rents,  to  any  Religious  Body,  without  Li-King£^w«n/i« 

*  cence  from,  thie  King  had  for  that  Purpofe  •/     This 

Statute  was  called  the  Statute  of  Mortmain^  bccaufe  »f  j[^J;^^"^^. 

was  intended  to  prevent  Eftates  from  falline  into  dead  ed. 

Hands ;  that  is,  Hands  of  no  Service  to  the  King  or  the 

Public,  without  Hopes  of  ever  changing  their  C5wnerg. 

Nor  did  the  King  end  here  ;  for  the  Sequel  will  alfo  (hew 

that  this  Monarch  laid  a  heavier  Hand  on  Holy  Church 

than  any  of  his  Predeceflbrs  had  done  before  him. 

About  this  Time  Edward  was  bufy  in  his  Conqueft      [  ^5  ] 
of  WaleSy  which  he  foon  after  fully  accomplifhed.  .  Le- 
vtelljn^  their  Prince,  was  flain  in  the  open  Field,  and  his 
whole  Army  routed  upon  the  Spot.    David  his  Brother  ^^^  ^g^*"  "• 
was  foon  after  taken  Prifoner  and  brought  to  the  King        '^  ^' 
at  Sbriwjbury.    Here  it  was  that  a  Parliament  was  called  M  Sbrnojbury. 
on  that  Occafion,  September  30,  1283,  who  condemn'd  / 
David  to  die  the  Death  of  a  Traitor.     This  rigorous  Lnoetiyn  killed. 
Sentence  was  executed  with  all  the  Circumfiances  at- "P**  **'«  <>"^y '^'«- 
tending  that  infamous  Punifhment.    His  Head  was  fix'd    "  «*^c"^cd, 
near  irtiat  of  the  Prince  his  Brother,  and  his  four  Quar- 
ters were  fent  to  York^  Briftoly  Northampton^  and  IViri' 
ehiftir  ^     The  firft  Example  of  this  Manner  of  Execu-      £  86  1 
tion  done  on  Traitors,  but  which  has  been  commonly 
pradiied  ever  fince. 

The  King,  in  fummoning  this  Parliament,  was  more 
explicit  than  ever  he  bad  been  before.  The  Writs  of 
Summons  are  ftill  extant  on  Record;  the  firft  of  which  \  \ 
is  to  the  Lords  to  meet  the  King  at  Shrewjbury  on  Sep^  \  ' 
tember  30.  The  fecond  Writ  is  di  reded  to  the  Sheriffs 
of  every  County  in  England^  to  caufe  to  be  chofen  two 
Knights  for  the  Commonalty  of  the  fame  County  ^  as 
alio  a  third  diredled  to  feveral  Cities  and  Boroughs,  and 
a  fourth  Writ  to  the  Judges  ". 

But 

•  A  Kaygbttn,  inter  Ditem  Scrtptores,  col.  2462* 

See  Statutes  at  large,  p.  85  ;  where  the  ReaTons  for  making  this  Law 
will  bcft  appear  by  the  Recital  of  the  Statute  itfelf. 

c  0  nun  mi  (era  Pro/iit9rit !  ad  Caudas  Equoritmptr  Mumerfium  Salopie 
fait  traffut,  dart  fufftenfuSf  pofiea  decoUatus,  pojimodum  Truncus  Corfon's  in 
ffiatmr  Partes  fuit  divifus,  Jinaliter  Cor  ejus  cum  Inteflinis  fuit  eombujium. 
Caput  Londini  fortabatur,  quad  fuper  Turrim  Londlnenfem  erigebatur 
f^  Paltm,  *  Regione  Capitis  Fratris  Jut  j  quatuor  Partes  Corporis  ipjius 
miphaiiad  BriAoliam»  Northamp.  Ebor,  Winton,  mittebantur,  M<  Wdl. 

a  Ro^  fTal/t^,  1  Edw,  I.  m.  2.  dorfo.     Rjmer't  Feedera,  Tom.  II. 

Mr.  Tyrrel  obfenref,  that  neither  Mr.  Prynne  nor  Dr.  Brady,  with  all 


their  Dihgence,  have  taken  any  Notice  of  thefc  WciU  to  lummon  thie 
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King  Mdwrdh  But  the  Time  this  Parliament  met  at  Shrewfbary  has 
been  4ivcrfified  by  fevcral  antient  Authors,  and  placed 
a  Year  fooner  than  it  really  happened,  which  has  led 
many  modern  Hiftorians  into  the  fame  Error.  Now 
to  fix  this  Period  right,  the  Time  of  Lavellyn^s  Death, 
and  the  Capture  of  his  Brother  David  muft  be  afcer- 
tained.  The  Beginninins,  Progreft,  and  Condufion  of 
this  ff^fljh  War,  muft  lead  us  to  the  Point  diredtly ;  and 
this  is  exemplified  in  Rymer^  by  the  feveral  ASs  of  State 
done  during  the  Continuance  of  it.     The  firft  of  which 

is 

Pfirliam^nt*  He  tccufes  the  latter  of  Partiality  in  this  Matter  {  and,  ta 
his  Introduction  to  his  Hiftory,  has  given  the  Reaibn  why  the  Do^or 
night  not  think  fit  to  mention  them. 

The  Writs  are  dire^ed  to  all  the  Earls  and  Barons  by  Name,  to  the 
Number  of  no;  but  the  Wr|ts  to  the  Cities  and  Boroughs  being  more 
Temarlcable»  efpecially  as  thefe  Writs  are  the  firft  upon  Record  requiring 
the  Attendance  of  the  Commons,  except  thofe  iflfued  in  the  Name  of  the 
late  King  Hturj  III.  under  Montfori't  Ufurpation,  we  think  proper  to  gi\'e 
a  Tranfcript  of  them  as  follows  t 

REX  Majori,  Civibus  it  Vlueomuhut  Londow* 

Sluot  Fraudtftn  et  Macbinationum  generibus  Lingua  Walenfium,  ad  inflar. 
vulptum,  Frogenitores  noftm  et  Regnum  nofirum  itn/aferUf  a  Tempore,  ju» 
fetift  Hemnis  mmuria  recordsri :  ^ot  Strages  Magnatum,  Nobilium^  et 
^liorum,  tarn  Aoglicorum,  quam  aJiorum  Juvenumf  atfutSemim,  &c,  at  in 
Brevi  Superior!  ufque  haec  Verba. 

yobis  Mandamus  quod  duos,  de  fapientioribus  et  aptioribus  Civibus  pra" 
diBit  Civitatis,  eJegi  faciatis,  et  eo$  ad  not  mittatiiy  ita  quod  Jint  ad  ms^ 
4^«4fSalopiam,  imCraJlino  Sanai  Michaelis  prtximfi  future,  nobifcnm  fupe< 
hoc  et  allis  locuturi ;  et  hoc  nullatenui  ovfittatisf 
Tefte  Rege  apud  Rothcland,  28  Die  Junii. 

Eodum  modo,  mandatum  eft  omnibus  fubferiptisi 
Majori  et  Civibus  Winton.  Ballivis  Nottingham. 

Majori  et  Ba/Jivts  Fii/^e  Novi  Ca«     Baifivis  de  Scardeburg. 

ftri  fuperTynsim.  Majori  et  Ballivis  de  GrimeAy^ 

Majori  et  Civtbus  Ebonim.  Ainjori  et  Ballix/i*  de  Linn. 

Majori  et  Bal/ivis  Briftol.  BafUvis  de  Colecefter. 

Majori  et  Civibus  Exon.  Salliins  et  probis  Hominibus  da  Ger- 

Majori  et  Civibus  Lincoln 4  nemue.     \Tarmf>uth'\ 

Majori  et  Civibus  Cantuar,  Majori  et  probis  Hpminibus  de  Her^ 

Majori  et  Civibus  Karleol.  ford. 

Ballivis  Norwici.  Majori  et  probis  Hominibus  Ceftriap«' 

Majori  et  probis  Hominibus  North-      Ballivis  et  probis  Homintbus  Sallop. 

am  pton .  Majori  et  probis  Homintbus  Wy gorn  i 

Sub  Forma  pnrdlEta  Mandatum  eft  Univerfs  et  Singulis  Vicecoptitibms  per 
Angliam,  quod^  in  quolibet  Comiratu,  eligi  fsdant  dues  Milnes,  de  dtjcreti-' 
cribus  et  aptioribus  Comtatui  iliius  ad  Regem  pro  CcKmunitate  ejufdem  Comim 
tatus,  vent ur OS  ;  ita  quod  fir t  ad  Regem  la  Craftino  San^i  Michaelis  pr^^ 
dt£}Of  apud  Salopiam,  cum  Rege  fu^cr  luis  (t  aliis  locuturi  i  ft  hoc  uulU'* 
tcnus  omittatis. 

Item,  fub  eadem  Forma,  Mandatum  eft  omnibus  fuhfcriptis,  quod  ftnt  aS 
Begem,  ad  Diem  pr^ediQum^  cum  Rege  fuper  hiis  et  alii;  locuturi.  Richaido 
4«  Holcbrok,  ^f.    Judifibu^. 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


e/^ENGLAND.  ^9 

h a  Letter  from  the  King  to  the  Archbifliop  of  Canter-^^^^*''^^ 

hury^  to  excommunicate  the  whole  fVelJh  Nation,  dated 

at  the  Devizes^  apud  Devizes,  Marcii  28,  An.  Reg.  10. 

1282.    Next  follows  feveral  Summons  to  the  Barons 

and  other  Great  Men  to  appear  in  Arms,  with  their  Vaf- 

fals  and  Subjects,  on  an  appointed  Day,  at  Chejier^  and 

other  Places  on  the  Coafts  oifVaUs^  of  fubfequent  Dates 

to  the  former*     Our  Monkifh  Hiftorians  fay  exprefly, 

that  the  Battle,  in  which  Liwellyn  was  llain,  happened 

on  the  10th  of  Di€imbei\  in  the  nth  Year  of  the  King, 

and  that  his  Brother  was  taken  Prifoner  on  the  22d  of 

Jnnt  following  ^.     All  which  Tcftimonics,  with  more 

of  the  fame  Nature,  which,  for  Brevity  Sake,  we  omit, 

plainly  prove  that  this  Parliament  at  Shnwjbury  was 

called  to  meet  there,  in  the  Year  1283 ;  and,  as  the 

Writs  cxprefe  it,  tho'  they  bear  no  Marks  of  the  Year 

on  them,  the  Day  after  Michaelmas y  or  September  30, 

that  Year. 

It  feems  as  if  this  Parliament  at  Sbrew/bury  was  call'd  [  87  ] 
vith  no  other  Intention,  than  to  fhew  the  whole  Nation 
that  the  King  gave  the  IFelJh  Prince  a  fair  Trial ;  and 
that  the  Sentence  againft  him  fhould  be  given  by  his 
Peers.  David  was  a  Baron  in  England  \  and  confe- 
quently  eleven  Earls  and  one  hundred  Barons  were  com- 
jniffioned  by  the  King  to  try  him,  who  condemned  the 
poor  unhappy  Prince  to  a  moft  (hameful  and  ignominious 
Death  j  the  Circumftances  of  which,^  all  duly  executed, 
are  too  fhocking  to  relate  ^  who  will  may  read  them  in 
the  Words  of  an  old  Hiftorian  at  Note  S  p.  87.  The 
Line  di  Cadwallader  being  thus  intirely  cut  off,  the 
WelJh^^\^oli  was  wholly  Uibdued,  and  added  a  glorious 
Title  to  the  Englljh  Crown  5  after  many  Attempts  for  J^^  cXHif ** 
the  Space  of  800  Years,  the  Conqueft  of  it  was  re-  Bniiand. 
ferved  for  our  Edward  the  Firft,  the  braveft  and  the 
wifeft  Prince  that  ever  fat  upon  the  Englijh  Throne, 
*  And  it  was  certainly  of  great  Benefit  to  both  Nations, 
fays  an  Hiftorian',  for  the  miferable  Contefts  and  bloody 
Miichie^i  which  often  happend   between  them  were 

hereby 

w  Walt.  Hexningford.  Et  ^nti^it  hsK  Vifforia  A*  Regnt  Regis  Ed.  If* 
10.  Die  DecembTii ;  and  in  the  next  P«gp,  et  Die  S.  Albani  (June  22) 
fnximo  JuiffefKemti  captus  ejl,  pfr  Pr^dtttonem  eujufiem  ex  fuit,  Davidu^ 
rrjjtcifn,  et  terra  vinflus  tutifftmi Jervahatur  ufjue  ad  fequem  Fcjium  S, 
Mk,^lis,  &c.     Anaale$  de  Donifiible. 

^  S^at,  DuMt'e/,  in  ICcnatt*z  Hijlory  of  England,  p.  J94. 
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Kidf  i^AMfvf  J« hereby  extinguilhed,  and  they  became  one  People,  go* 

verned  by  one  Law,  and  under  one  Prince.' 

Ac  this  Parliament,  however,  fome  other  Bufinefs  was 

^   dk>ne  befide  the  former ;  for  they  granted  the  King  a 

I  Thirtieth  for  the  Laity,  and  for  the  Clergy  a  Twentieth, 

'  towards  the  Expences  of  the  War. 

,  Here  we  have  a  Mift  thrown  over  our  Parliamentary 
Hiftory  for  fome  Time  ;  our  Records  give  us  nothing 
tp  clear  it,  and  our  old  Monies  are  confufed  and  ahftrufe. 
A  Parliament  is  feemingiy  m^de  out  by  our  Statue- 
Books,  to  meet  at  Rothland  the  next  Year,  May  24  ; 
but,  upon  Infpedion  into  them,  we  find  the  Statute  of 
Rothland  is  no  more  than  a  Writ  of  the  King's  own, 
*  fpr  better  regulating  of  his  Exchequer,  and  no  A<^  of 
Parliament ;  though  it  has  been  printed  all  along  as  a 
Statute,  and,  with  a  falfe  Date,  copied  by  the  diflerent 
Editors  from  one  another,  quite  from  TothilPs  old  Edi- 
tion down  to  the  laft.  The  real  Date  is  apud  Rothlsind^ 
aj  Du  Martii,  J.  R.  N.  xii.  ^. 

From  fFales  we  trace  the  King  coming  to  Brtflol^ 
where  he  kept  his  Cbri/lmasy  and  as  fome  fay  held  a 
Parliament,  but  not  a  general  but  a  particular  Parlia- 
ment, fay  ff^y^es  *,  which  we  take  to  be  no  more  than 
a  great  Council ;  tho'  what  particular  Things  were  done 
at  it  are  not  mentioned.  But  this  Meeting  is  confirmed 
by  two  A6ts  of  State  in  Rymer^  one  dated  at  Briflol  in 
i>ictmbir^  and  the  other  in  January  in  that  Year.  Af- 
ter Chrijimas  the  King  was  at  Yorky  fay  the  Annals  of 
DunftabUy  and  with  tbis»aiiA£l  dated  at  York ^  Jan.  12, 
1284,  agrees.  The  Annah  aforefaid  carry  the  King 
from  hence  to  Lincoln  ^,  where  he  held  a  Parliament, 
and  went  from  thence  into  IValis. 
Unno  Regnl  11.  In  the  King's  Progrefs  into  WaleSy  or  foon  after  he 
1184.  got  there,  a  Parliament  was  aiShially  called  to  meet  at 
At  jaon^Bttrntl^^^^'^^^"^^^  ^  im^W  Place  in  Shropjbirey  where  they  had 
no  other  Convenience  to  fit  in  but  a  great  Barn  **•  But 
why  the  King  fhould  chufe  that  Place  rather  than 
Sbrewjbury  very  near  it,  or  any  other  in  the  County,  is 
unknown.    However,  to  afcertain  the  Place,  the  Statute 

of 

y  Vid.  Maddox'i  Hiftory  of  the  Exchequer^  p.  656.  Note  fn) 
'  »  Nt>H  uni'verfaliy  Jeu  generah\  fed  tanquam  particulari  et  f^tiali  Fmr-m 
tamertto,     Chron.  T.  Wykcs,  p.  112. 
a  Et  inde  tenuit  Rex  Farliamentum,  fuum  spud  Lincoln*  An.  Dunft* 
ti  Lclandi  Itio. 
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^  A^en-Bumel^  fo  called,  as  printed  in  our  Statute- Kijig£iiMr^ I. 
Books,  muft  have  been  made  here  ^  it  is  called,  in  the 
old  Editions,  13  Edw.  I.  tho'  it  has  no  Date  neither  in 
the  Preamble  nor  in  the  End  of  it ;  bat,  amongft  the 
Statutes  made  at  Weftminjier  13  Edward^  we  find  this 
lecited  in  the  Preamble  to  the  Statute  of  Merchants  5 
and  is  exprefly  faid  to  be  made  by  the  King  and  his 
Coilncil,  in  a  Parliament  held  at  A£fon-Burnel  after 
Michaelmas^  in  the  nth  Year  of  his  Reign.  We  have 
another  Authority  in  Prynne^s  ColleMions^  p.  311,  CsTf. 
where  you  find  an  hSt  in  Favour  of  the  Bifhop  of  />«r- 
haniy  dated  at  ASion-Burnel^  OSfober  the  fixth  this  Year. 
Nicholas  Trivet  y  alfo  an  anticnt  Writer^,  mentions  two 
Parliaments,  or  two  Meetings  of  the  fame,  in  the  iitb 
of  Edward  I.  pojl  Fejium  S,  Mich.  Salopian,  where  Da-- 
vid  was  condemned  ;  and  at  ASlon'Bumel^  poji  Feftum 
S.  Mich.  alfo.  By  the  Times  of  Meeting  being  fo  near, 
it  feems  mofl  probable  that  the  lafl  was  only  a  Proroga- 
tion for  the  Convenience  of  a  great  Room. 

In  the  Year  1285  another  Parliament  was  called  to  / 
meet  at  IVeJiminJler  after  Eafler ;  the  Annals  of  IVamr^  I 
Ujy  ad  An.  1285,  fay  the  King  marched  in  Proceffion 
thro'  London  to  IVeJlminJlery  1 1  KaL  Mait^  and  imme- 
diately after  mentions  a  Parliament  held  there,  where  Anno  Regni  13, 
were  made  fome  Additions  to  the  antient  Statutes  of  the        '*^5* 
Realm,  which  bear  the  Title  oiThe  Statutes  oflVeJl-  AtWcpmnjUr^ 
mnjier  the  Second.     The  Aft  called  Circumjpe£ie  agatis 
was  alfo'pafled  this  Sei&on  of  Parliament  in  Confequence 
of  the  Clergy's  Complaints,  becaufe  they  thought  their 
Jurifdiftion  abridged  by  fome  former  Statutes  and  Points 
to  which  you  have  their  Complaints  at  large^  printed  in 
the  Councils^  I  and  you  will  find  there  likewife  two  other 
Sets  of  Complaints  relating  to  the  Proceedings  of  the 
King's  Courts,  with  the  Anfwers  and  Replies.     This 
Statute  oiCircumfpeSie^  isfr.  was  all  the  Relief  they  could 
get,  but  was  by  no  Cleans  adequate  to  their  Defires. 

We  meet  with  another  Parliament,  or  a  Prorogation 
of  the  laft,  at  fVincheJler  this  Year.     The  Annals  of 
Warcejier  fay  the  King  was  at  IVincheJiery  on  the  Fcafl 
of  the  Nativity  of  the  Virgin,  Sept.  8,  which  is  con- 
firmed 

«  p.  259,  260.  Nicbolat  Trivet  died  in  1318.  Hifiorical  Idhrarj^ 
<  Frenj  tic  Kegiilcr  of  dffard  CUhop  of  H'ontfter. 
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Kiflg^AMril,  firmed  by  M.  Weflminjler  \  who  alfo  writes,  Th^t  the 
Statute  %AWini9n  was  then  made  ;  but  neither  oQe  nor 
other  of  thefe  Authors  mention  a  Parliament  to  be  there 
at  that  Time.  The  Annals  oi  fVaverley  however  are 
fomewhat  clearer ;  and  fay,  That  the  King  being  at 
jyinchijier^  about  the  Beginning  of  O^fober  tUis  Year, 
put  out  a  Statute  for  curbingtheRogueries  of  Thieves  % 

£  88  ]  The  next  Year  King  Edtx^ard  went  over  into  France^ 

on  fpecial  Qccafiotis,  which  detained  him  three  Years  ia 
Aano  Regni  17.  that  Kingdom.     In  his  AbfenCe  we  find  that  a  Parlia- 
'*^9»        ment  was  held  at  London^  in  February  1289,  whereia 
At  LoaJ       y^^^  ^^  Kirhyy  Lord-Treafurer,  demanded,  as  he  faid, 
***    py  the  King's  Orders,  an  Aid  for  the  King's  Charges  in 
VPrance.     But  the  Parliament  anfwered,  by  the  Earl  of 
Glouci/iiTj  their  SpolfLefman,  *  That  they  would  grant 
*  nothing  unlefs  they  faw  the  King  perfonally  prefent.' 
Hereupon  the  Treafurer  impofed  a  Tallage  on  the  Ci- 
ties and  Boroughs  of  the  King's  Dem^fnes  °.     Ac  his^ 
Return,  which  was  in  Augujl  1289,  his  firft  Care  was 
A      R     '   8  ^  reform  feveral  Abufes  introduced  in  his  Abfence,  par- 
*xi^r     *  ticularly  Jn  the  Adminiftration.     To  that  End  he  called 
MV/8--  a     *  Parliament,  foon  after  his  Arrival,  to  meet  at  IVeJi^ 
tpminper*  ^/«/?^r  in  'January  following;  where  the  Ncceflity  of 
reforming  fuch  great  Abufes  being  propounded,   th^ 
Judges  were  all  had  under  Examination,  and,  upon  a 
plain  Proof  of  their  Extortions,  they  were  fined  to  pay 
The  tuaws  fined ^'^^''^  following  Sums  : 

£or  Extortion.        Sir  Ralph  de  Hmgham^  Chief  Juftice  of  th^  King's 
Bench,  7000  Marks  '^. 
[  89  ]  ^\x  John  Loviiot^  Juftice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  3000 

Marks. 

Sir  tVilliam  Brampton^  Juflice,  the  fame  Sum. 

Sir  Solomon  Rocbejier^  Juftice  of  Aflize,  4000  Marks^ 

Sir  Richard  dt  Boylandy  4000  Marks. 

Sir  Thomas  Sodlngton^  2000  Marks. 

Sir  Walter  Hopton^  2000  Marks. 

The  four  laft  were  itinerant  Juftices, 
Sir  IViUiam  de  &aham^  3000  Marks. 
Robert  Lithehury^  Mafter  of  the  Rolls,  1000  Marks. 

Roger 

t  Rex  in  Principio  Menfit  Odtobris  apud  Wyntoniam  Statute  ^u^dam 
^'Mt  ad  rt/r^naridum  Latronum  infidias.     An.  Waveil. 
u  ChroH,  T.  ffykes,  p.  117. 
w  Chrort.  T.  ffjkes,  p.  1 13.     Cbron,  de  Durjiahk,     BanUPs  Hiftory, 
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kbgif  Liiciflerj   lOOO.  KingEiwWI, 

Hinry  de  Bray^  JEXcheator  aod  Judge  ibr  the  ^f^^%  lOOO, 
^\xAdam  de  Stratton^  Chief  Baron  of  the  Exchequer, 
according  to  fome,  (to  others,  only  Chief  Clerk  of  the 
Courts)  no  lefs  than  ^4,000  Marks. 

And  Sir  Thomas  fvayland^  Chief  Jufitce  of  the  Com- 
mon Pleas,  who  was  found  the  greateft  Delinquent,  had 
all  his  Goods  and  whole  Eftate  confifcated  to  the  King, 
and  was  alfo  bantflied  for  ever  out  of  the  Kingdom. 

An  ingenious  Hiftorian  *  obferves,  that  if  the  laft  For- 
feiture was  but  equal  to  Sir  Adam  Stratton*$  Fine,  all 
the  Fines  together  make  near  100,000  Marks ;  a  mightv 
Treafure,  adds  he,  to  be  gotten  out  of  the  Hands  of  (o 
few.  Men,  if  it  were  not  probable  that  the  Fewnefs  of 
Lawyers  in  thofe  Days  made  their  Prai^ice  more  advan- 
tageous even  in  thofe  lefs-litigious  Times  ^* 

From  this  Time  the  Judges  were  obliged  to  fwear,  at 
the  Entrance  into  their  O^ces,  that  they  would  take 
no  Money  or  Prefent  of  any  Kind,  except  a  Breakbft, 
&om  fttch  Perfons  as  had  Suits  depending  before  them* 

A  very  learned  Gentleman,  who  has  favoured  ut 
with  bis  Remarks  on  the  Parliaments  in  this  particular 
Reign  %  fiiys,  *  That  the  King,  foon  after  his  Return 
from  France^  called  a  Parliament  to  meet  in  January 
ibllowin£,  and  confequently  in  1290,  18  Edw.  I. .  The 
Affair  of  the  Judges  is  placed  by  all  our  Htftorians  in 
1289  i  ^^^  ^^^^  '(  appear  to  me,  he  adds,  to  have  been 
done  in  Parliament.  Tho,  fVy^es^  after  mentioning  the 
King's  having  fummoned  the  Parliament  to  meet  on  the 
Fcaft  of  St.  Hilary^  [1^9^]  goes  on  and  mentions  a  Pro- 
clamation, That  all  thofe  who  had  received  any  Injuries 
from  his  Judges,  Sheriffs,  or  other  Officers,  mould 
perfonally  lay  their  Complaints  before  the  appointed 
Parliament,  where  they  fliould  receive  ample  Juftice 
(Jujlitia  CinnpUmentum)  ;  and  immediately  after  fays, 
fanequutam  [/.  quidefn'\  Summusyufiiciariorum  de  Banco j 
and  fo  relates  the  Crimes  and  Funiihments  of  the  Judges; 
but,  adds  our  Commentator,  upon  carefully  reading  all 

fVykes^ 

'  Sam.  Daniel* 

7  There  were  but  two  ^vl^^^  out  of  the  whole  Bench  that  were  not 
fooad  fiulrr.  vix.  Jcba  de  Metingkam  and  Elias  dt  Behingbam,  Hoi- 
2u>gibeaa*s  Chron.    . 

»  The  Jatc  RUtrt  Hohljn,  Bfq;  Member  for  BriJItl. 
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lfAii%£dwaril.  fFyhsy  I  can  find  no  neccffary  Infisrence  that  the  Judges 
were  punilhed  in,  or  by,  Parliament. 

The  Annah  of  Waverlejy  od  An,  1289,  fpcaking  of 
the  King's  Return,  fiiy  he  found  great  Injuftice  had  been 
done  in  his  Abfence,  and  great  Complaints  were  made  ; 
«  titti  poji  Parliamento  apud  Wcftmodafterienfis  omnium 
Proceram  convccatOj  omnesjufticiarhs  ob  Officiis  amoviti 
but  this  is  placed  in  1289  >  n<'r<^2n  >^)  I  think,  from  thefe 
Words,  or  from  thofe  in  Trivet^  who  fays,  audttis  ^e- 
rimvniisy  i^c.  Rix  omnibus  exhibens  JuJiitiam^Ju/iiciarios 
fin  omnesy  di  Fnlfitate  dtprehenfos^  a  fuo  Officio  depofuit 
ipfosj  juxta  Dimerita  puniem  gravi  MulSfo,  Tenuit  hoc 
jinno  Pariiamentum^  i^c.  be  inforced  to  be  done  in  Par- 
liament. 

The  Annals  of  TFmrceJier  are  filent  both  as  to  the 
Judges  and  the  Parliament ;  and  Hemingford  mentions 
only  the  latter,  and  takes  no  Notice  of  the  Judges :  But 
the  Annals  of  DunJiabU  are  very  full  in  the  Affair  of  the 
Judges ;  and  what  I  find  in  thofe  Annals^  concludes  our 
Annotator,  inclines  me  ftill  to  think  that  it  was  no  Par- 
liamentary Tranfa£tion  \  but  an  Exercife  of  the  Regal 

Power  without  them. But  now  to  our  real  Parlia- 

•jnentary  Proceedings. 

It  does  not  appear,  from  either  Hiftoried  or  Records, 
that  the  Commons^  that  is  the  BiirgeiTes,  were  called  up 
to  thig  Parliament.  The  Writs  direSed  to  the  Shcrilft 
were  to  return  two  or  three  of  the  moft  difcreet  Knights 
for  each  County,  and  were  dated  June  14,  18  Edw.  I. 

51290]  but  no  Mention  of  any  Citizens  or  Burgeflcs. 
ndeed  the  Controverfy  about  this  Parliament,  and 
what  thefe  Knights  were  to  do,  takes  up  fo  large  a  Space 
in  Brady  and  Tyrrely  that  we  muft  refer  fuch  of  our 
Readers,  curious  enough  to  enter  into  their  Difj^utes,  to 
thefe  Authors  themfelvcs,  it  being  the  Purport  of  this 
Hiftory  to  relate  Fa^s  as  they  happened,  and  not  enter 
into  any  Cavils  about  them. 

It  appears  that  there  were  no  lefs  than  three  Parlia- 
mentary Meetings  this  Year;  but  whether  by  Proroga- 
tion, or  new  Calls,  we  know  not.  The  firft  at  Weft^' 
mtnjler^  in  January  1290,  according  to  TVykes  and  the 
Annals  oi  Liunjlahli  *.  The  fecond,  poJi  Pafcha^  1290, 
according  to  Hemingford  and  the  aforefaid  Annals  *,  alfo 

by 


«  An,  deDunftabUt  pubUihfd  byT,  Hearse,  p.  563. 
•  Uem,  p.  582,  ^f. 
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by  the  Statute  ^sa  Emptores  Terrarumy  (^c.  dated  atlQnsX^tairtfL 
lyejlminfler  after  Eaftir^  to  wit,  in  the  ^invdemi  of 
St.  John  Baptift.  The  third  Meeting  was  foon  after  the 
laft,  when  the  Knights  were  called,  and  attended;  they 
were  fummoned  to  appear  in  three  Weeks  after  St.y^^ 
Bapi'tft.  The  two  laft  of  thcfe  Meetings,  fays  an  Au- 
thor ^  of  great  Credit,  #ere,  by  Adjournment,  to  two 
Towns  ;  the  one  in  the  County  oi  Bucks ^  the  other  ia 
Northampton/hire  *. 

An  Affair  ofConfequence  came  before  this  Parliament,     f  qo  1 
which  was  the  entire  Banifhraent  of  the  Jews  out  of  the      *•  ^    J 
Kingdom.     The  Nation  had  long  defired  it,  but  theThe^^wi  bM 
Jews  ftill  found  Means  to  divert  the  Blow,  by  large  Pre>aiHicd« 
fents  to  the  King  and  his  Miniftcrs.     They  wanted  to 
play  the  fame  Game  again  now,  but  could  not  do  it,  the 
King  being  unable  to  prote£l  them  any  longer,  and  un^ 
willing  to  rifque  the  difobliging  his  Parliament  on  their 
Accounts.     Accordingly  the  JiA  of  Banifhment  was 
pafled,  whereby  their  immoveable  Goods  were  confii^ 
cated ;  but  they  had  Leave  to  carry  away  the  reft  with 
them. 

There  (cems  to  be  two  different  TranfaAions,  in  this 
Parliament,  relating  to  the  Jews ;  one  to  reftrain  their 
Ufury,  ^c.  and  the  other  to  ordain  their  Baniihment. 
Lord  Coke  in  his  Inftitutesy  on  the  Statute  dejudaifmoj 
aflerts  the  one,  and  the  laft  is  proved  by  the  Ad  made  oti 
purpofe  for  it  \  The  Number  of  thefe  baniibed  Jews^ 
according  to  Mat.  Weftminftery  were  i6,i6o;  and  the 
Parliament  were  fo  well  pleafed  to  get  rid  of  thefe  Ex- 
tortioners, that  they  readily  and  willingly  granted  the 
King  an  Aid  of  a  Fifteenth,  and  the  Clergy  a  Tenth,  out 
of  all  their  Moveables ;  and  joined  with  the  Laity  in 
granting  a  Fifteenth  of  all  their  Temporalities,  up  to 
their  foil  Value,  to  make  the  King  fome  fmall  Amends 
for  the  great  L06  he  fuftained  by  the  Jews^  Exile.  The 

King 

r  There  are  no  lefr  than  forty-fix  different  Pleadings  in  Kyley,  on  Petr- 
tioosy  &r.  on  private  Bufinefs  tranfa£led  in  this  Parliament,  and  at  two 
A^oarnmenU  of  it,  to  Cliffion  and  jtjhruggs.  The  fame  Author  has  given 
tineral  Pleadings,  on  prrvace  Property^  at  a  Parliament  held  at  London,  the 
Day  after  Efifbany^  in  the  20th  Year  of  this  King  \  but  we  find  no  Meo- 
tioii  of  k  in  any  HiAoriaA  whatibever.    ti;fUy%  Flacita  Pari,  An,  18  and 

«  CUffUn  and  AJhmgft,    There  are  two  Towna  of  the  fame  Name  10 
ttch  County ;  only  the  latter^  in  KhtUomina  Villarump  is  fpclt  AJbridg. , 
*  See  StatbUs  at  large. 
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Kins^^tfT^I.^Ii^g  ^25  not  ungrateful,  neither,  in  his  Remembrance 
.of  the  Parliament's  Benevolence  to  him  at  thisTime;  for, 
'fevcral  Years  after,  viz.  in  the  34th  of  his  Reign,  when 
be  demanded  an  Aid  for  knighting  his  eldeft  bon,  and 
:carrying  on  the  War  with  Scotland^  he  exempted  all 
thofe  Perfons  from  paying  it,  who  had  contributed  to- 
wards the  Fifteenth  granted  to  him  by  Parliament  for 
theExpulfion  of  they^wx  in  the  19th  Year  of  bis  Reign**. 
To  conclude  the  Bufinefs  of  this  Parliament  ^  the 
t  ^^%  ^^^  ^^  ^'^  granted  him  for  the  Marriage  of  his 

cldelt  Daughter,  called  yoane  de  Acra^  from  the  Place 
of  her  Birth,  to  Gilbert  Earl  of  Glouufler^  a  Nobleman 
of  vaft  Lands  and  PofTeflions.  This  Aid,  however,  was 
not  levied  till  long  after  it  was  granted  ;  and  there  is  a 
a  Writ  to  the  Sheriffs  for  collefting  it  in  Rymer  *,  dated 
at  Wejiminjier  fome  Years  after,  occaftoned  by  the  long 
and  tedious  Proceeding  in  the  Court  of  Rjotm^  to  gain  a 
Difpenfation  in  regard  of  the  Princefs's  near  Confangut- 
jiity  to  the  Earl's  firft  Wife.  Laftly,  you  have,  in  the 
Annali  of  DunftahU^  a  Record,  dated  at  Weflminftery 
May  27,  this  Year,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  Statute 
di  ^aranto  was  made,  or  granted,  by  this  Parliament  ^. 
Edward  having  now  his  Coffers  full  of  Aloncy  by  aU 
the  aforcfaid  Fines  of  the  Judges,  Contentions,  and 
Taxes,  beg^n  to  turn  his  Thoughts  on  gaming  a  Con- 
^ueft  much  greater  than  the  laft,  and  to  unite  the  Crown 
,of  Scotland  to  his  own.  Upon  the  Dea|h  of  Alexander 
the  Scots  King,  and  his  Grandaughter  Margaret^  with- 
out Heirs,  the  Crown  of  that  Kingdom  fell  into  Contro- 
Tbe^rofiCrowi  verfy.  No  lefs  than  twelve  Competitors  ftarteU  at  once, 
^^W^'^i^^^  ^^""^  ^"  dcfccnded  from  D^v/i  Earl  oi  Huntingdon^ 
Arbitrator.       the  younger  Brother  of  fVilliam  King  of  Scots^  who  was 

Grand- 

<  Et  quod  in  tdxanio  Bona  frtiiS^i  ejMpioAtur  omnia  qttdf  in  Taxatsom 
15ma.  aCommunitatt  Regni  D,  Regit  Anno  Regni  /B/,19,  conctJUa^  prcptar 
Exilium  Judeorum,  fucrunt  eiccepta,  Petyt*i  Rights  of  the  Commoitj, 
^,  I'JZ^  in  jipf>tndi:e. 

c  Fmd,  ytng.  Tom.  II.  p.  9 1 2.  By  this  Wrif  it  fecms  as  If  the  Com* 
mons  were  not  called  to  this  Parliament.  The  Words  are,  ^iciatis  qwoi 
iumprimo  Die  Junii,  An.  Reg*  noft.  18,  Ptelati,  Comitet^  Barones,  et  anri 
Magnates  de  Regno  noflro^  concorditer^  pro  fe  et  tota  Communitate  ejufdetk 
Regni,  ittpUno  Patliamento  nofiro,  uohis  concej/'erint  xl  Hobdot^  de  Jinguth 
Feedii  Militvm  in  dido  Regno^  ad  Auxilium  de  primogenitam  FiJiam  noftrsm 
maritandam,  levari  Jicut  bujufmedi  Auxilium  4liat  in  cafu  conjmiii  concef' 
fum  levari  eonfuevit  j  eujus  Quidem  Anxilil  levationi  fadend^t  pro  diB4t 
Commttnitatit  ^ifamento  bucufq\  fitperfedimus  grati^e.^  AJpgnavipti/s,  (^u 

f  Annaiti  de  DunJiabU  p.  582. 
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Grandfather  to  the  late  King  AUxandir^    Edwards,  pre-  King  Eivmri  U 

tending  a  Right  of  Superiority  over  that  Kingdom  from 

his  Anceftors,  undertsikes  to  decide  the  Quarrel.     The 

Regency  of  Scotland^  to  avoid  greater  Inconveniences, 

were  forced  to  make  him  Arbitrator,  and  the  fix  chief 

Competitors  to  ftand  to  his  Awardv     John  Baliol,  Lord      [  91  ] 

of  GalUway^  and  Robert  Bruce^  Lord  of  Annandaliy 

both  defcended  from  the  aforeiaid  Davids  had  the  plaineft 

and  moft  indifputable  Claim.     How  Edward  play'd  his 

Cards  in  the  managing  his  real  Intention  betwixt  thefe 

two  Claimants,  is  told  at  large  in  moft  or  all  of  oar 

Hiftorians,  and  is  needlefs  here.    But  fomewhat  is  ne- 

ceiiary  to  premife  concerning  this  Scots  Affair,  becaufe 

the  Courfe  of  our  Parliamentary  Inquiries  is  very  much 

concern'd  in  it. 

The  firft  Step  that  Edward  took  in  this  Matter  was  a 
peaceable  one,  whiirh  was  to  infure  the  Succeffion  of  the 
Kingdom  oi  Scotland  to  his  Pofterity,  by  a  Marriage  be- 
twixt his  eldeft  Son,  Prince  Edward^  and  Margarita 
Daughter  of  Eric  King  of  Norway^  by  Margaret  the 
only  Daughter  of  Alexander^  who  was,  at  her  Grand* 
father's  £^th,  the  undoubted  Meirefs  to  the  Crown  of 
ScotJsnJ^.  The  King  fent  MefTengers  into  Norway  to 
treat  about^nr/s  Marri^,  and  Eric  gave  his  Confent  fo 
far  as  it  way  Vonfiftent  with  the  Oefires  of  the  Scots  No- 
bility, Vc.  and  the  Good  of  that  Kingdom.  The  Ar- 
ticles on  which  this  Marriage  was  to  have  been  confum- 
mated  are  at  Length  in  Dr.  Brady,  and  are  unneceflary 
here.  But  this  grand  Defign  was  totally  fruihrated  by 
the  Death  of  the  young  Queen  of  Scotland,  in  her 
Voyaee  towards  England  for  that  Purpofe,  which  left 
the  Field  open  for  the  reft  of  the  Competitors  to  purfue 
their  feparate  Claims. 

Edward  now.  bad  another  Game  to  play ;  and  that 
was  to  pretend  a  Right  to  an  abfolute  Dominion  over 
the  Crown  of  Scotland,  in  Cafe  of  fuch  an  Accident,  ^^^^  I^egnUo. 
and  to  fet  up  himfelf  as  Umpire  in  the  feveral  Contefb        1291. 
for  that  Crown.     To  that  End  he  fummoned  a  Parlia- 
ment to  meet  at  Norham,  on  the  Confines  of  the  two    At  If^rkam, 
Kingdoms;  and  on  the  lOth  of  May,  1291,  by  the 
King's  Command,  the  Nobility,  Prelates,  Knights,  and 

Vol.  I.  G  many 

f  She  was  called  the  Maid  of  I^ertsay,  Queea  of  ScotUnd^    Mutban* 
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King £i«tfn/I, many  others  of  both  Kingdoms,  met  at  that  Place*; 

where  Roger  Brabanzorty  or  Brabaran^  Chief  Juftice  of 

r  02  1      Bn^andy  in  the  Prcfcnce  of  a  public  Notary,  and  Wit- 

nefles  purpofely  called,  in  the  King's  Name,  told  them 

that,  •  He  taking  Notice  in  what  Confufion  the  Nation 

*  had  been  fmce  the  Death  oi  Alexander^  their  laft  King, 

*  and  his  Children,  (out  of  the  Affc6lion  he  had  for  them 

*  and  all  the  Inhabitants  thereof,  whofe  Protcdion  and 

*  Safeguard  was  well  known  to  belong  to  him,  and  for 

*  the  doing  Right  to  all  that  claimed  thfe  Kingdom  and 

*  the  public  Peace ;  to  (hew  thenn  his  Superiority  and 

*  dircdl  Dominion,  out  of  divers  Chronicles  and  Monu* 
«  ments,  preferved  in  feveral  Monafteries)  purpofed  to 

<  ufc  his  Right ;  but  yet  to  do  Juftice  to  all,  without 

*  Ufurpation  or  Diminution  of  their  Liberties,  and  to 

<  demand  their  Aflent  to,  and  Recognition  of,  his  Supe- 

*  riority  and  direft  Dominion  over  them.* 

The  Chief  Juftice  having  ended  his  Harangue,  and 
ihe  Scots  Lords  there  prefent  underflanding  his  Meaning, 
they  required  Time  to  confult  with  fuch  of  their  feveral 
Orders  as  were  abfent ;  which  the  King  granted  them 
to  the  next  Day  only.  Accordingly  the  next  Day, 
May  ir,  they  all  met  again  in  the  Church  of  Norham^ 
and  then  they  earneftly  preffed.thc  King^^Mgive  them 
longer  Timfe'  to  confult  with  fuch  as  were  abfent,  and 
anfwer  to  his  Demands  concerning  their  Recognition  of 
his  Superiority  and  direft  Dominion  over  the  Realm  of 
Scotland^  which  he  had  claimed  as  his  Right  ^.  Upon 
Deliberation,  the  King  gave  them  Time  till  the  2d  of 
June  next,  and  on  that  Day,  prccifely,  they  were  to 
anfwer  to  his  Demand  ;  and  if  they  had  any  Evidence, 
Writings,  or  Antiquities,  which  could  exclude  him  front 
his  Right  aforefaid,  or  overthrow  his  Reafons  and  Ar- 
guments for  it,  they  were  then  to  exhibit  and  (hew  them  ; 
proteftihg  he  was  ready  to  allow  them  what  the  Law 
|)ermitted,  and  would  do  what  was  juft  and  equitable. 

And  that  they  might  the  better  underftand  his  Title, 
and  make  their  Obgeftions  againft  it,  the  Bifliop  df  Dur^ 
ham  ^  was  appointed  to  dedare  it  to  the  Nobility  and 

Pre- 

Ik  CcHgrtgatix  ttpitd  Norham,  ai  Regis  Mandstum,  utriufqut  Rtgrnt  iVoii- 
litsi  it  cum  Fr elan's,  Militibus  ex  ferflurtbus  aliis  in  MMUituditie  cspi^fMm 
lA%X,.'Wt^m.  fub  boc  Anno, 

1  Slnoddicebat  ejfejus  Juum%    Mat.  Wc(bain/ler« 

k  Jlntbonj  Seek. 
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Pidfttes  there  prcfcnt.    The  Declaration  he  made,  znd^nSdmmrdU 

the  Arguments  be  ufed,  were  hiftortcal,  and  taken  from 

the  Manufcripts  of  Marianus  Scoius^  William  of  Ma Imf'      [  93  ] 

bury^  Roger  di  Hoveden^  Hinry  di  Huntingd$n^  Ralph 

di  Diceto^  and  the  Chronicle  of  St.  AlbariSj  [which  is 

Jd.  Paris]  *  That  the  Scots  had  been  conquered  by  fcve- 

*  ral  of  our  Saxon  Kings;  that  feveral  of  their  Kings  had 
^  fubmitted  to  them,  iwora  Fealty,  done  Homage,  and 

*  received  the  Crown  and  Kingdom  from  them ;  and 

*  that  the  Scots  had  ajfo  fubmitted  and  been  governed  by 

<  fuch  Kings  as  the  Englijh-Saxon  Kings  had  given  that 

<  Kingdom  to,  and  placed  over  them ;   that  after  the 

*  Conqueft  the  very  fame  Things  had  been  done,  fub- 

<  mitted  to,  and  complied  with,  in  the  Reigns  of  Wil^ 

*  Ham  L  and  II.  Henry  1.  Stephen^  Henry  IL  Richard  I^ 
^  Jobtt,  znd  Henry  in: 

Thus  this  Afiair  ftands  in  our  firft  Edition  of  this 
Work ;  but  we  have  fince  feen  a  Copy  of  this  Inftrument, 
at  large,  colleded  and  printed  by  the  voluminous  Mr* 
Prynne ;  and  large  it  is,  indeed,  being  contained  in  many 
Sheets  of  a  huge  Folio  Volume,  with  a  Prefiice  to  it  drawn 
op  by  himfelf.  The  Curious  may  perhaps  not  be  dif- 
pleafed  if  we  eive  them  a  Tafte  of  this  Performance,  and 
ihew  them  that  our  Great  King  Edward  deduced  his 
Claim  to  the  Dominion  of  Scotland^  a  nubibus^  as  it  were  ; 
that  is,  from  the  Times  of  the  High  Priefthood  of  Judea 
under  Eli  and  Samuel  \  and  that  the  idle  dreaming  Story 
of  Brute  and  \i\%Trojans  was  at  that  Time  authenticated 
and  made  real,  by  the  whole  Legiflative  Power  of  Eng^ 
land.  An  AbftraS  from  the  Preamble  to  this  may  be  feen^ 
by  thofe  that  pleafe  to  read  it,  udder  this  Note  '• 

G  2  After 

1  Im^'mts,  SliuaUter  fub  Ttrnf^rihus  Eli  et  Samoehfl  Prdpheta^  Vir  fui* 
Jim  prenuut  ac  ifij/gnii,  Bratus  Nomine,  dt  Genen  Trojanonim,  poft  Exci* 
Jiim  Urbis  TroJK,  cum  multis  Nobilibui  Trojanorum  in  quandam  Infulam 
iMuc  Albion  vocaiam,  a  Gigsntibut  inbabitatam ;  quibus  Jua  et  fuontm  de» 
matit  PoUmtta  et  occifii^  earn  Nomine  fuo^titkhniaimt  fociofqui  fuos  Brl^ 
tones  appelUvit.  Et  /tdifcavit  Civitatem  fusm  Troinovantum  noncufa''* 
vit,  qme  Modo  Londonia  affeifatur*  Et  poflea  idem  hr\xtm  diffam  InfulaM 
x«  tres  P^ta  dividens,  earn  tribus  fuis  FiJiii  reliquitffojjidendamt  Logrino^ 
mde  licet,  Albinado  et  Cambro:  Liogrino  tr^ro  quia  trimogenito  iUam  Par- 
tem Britannia?  qua  nunc  Anglia  vocatur^  cum  Superidritate  et  Domivio  Par" 
timn  aliarmm  ;  Albana^o  verl  fecundo  fuo  nato  illam  Partem  BritanniXy 
fiMT  mmc  m  Nomine  AlbanaAi  Albania  di8a,  nunc  nrerl  Scotia  n^ncnpatur  ; 
Cambro  vrr>  terttofuo  Filio  Partem  iiiam  qua  tunc  fuo  Cambria,  nunc  ^ej^ 
WallU,  vocitmturi  reftrvato  tamen  Lofj'ino  finiori  regia  femftr  Di^nitate* 
Petebmt  emm  Trojana  Confuetudo  quod  Dignitas  Hereditatit  Pritnogentro  prC" 
'9tnirct^    BicMniQ  vcro  ^ofl  Mortem  Bruii  a^^licuit  in  Albinia  quidem  Ken 
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King  EivHrih  After  the  King  of  England's  Title  to  the  Dominion  of 
Scotland  had  been  thus  declared  and  publiihed,  on  the 
fecond  ofjum  the  Bilhops,  Prelates,  Earls,  Barons,  ^c. 
reprefenting  the  whole  Community  of  Scotland^  met,  ki 
order  to  make  the  beft  Claim  they  could  to  their  own 
Country,  fays  our  Authority,  in  a  green  Plain  on  the 
Banks  of  the  Twady  diredly  oppofitc  to  the  Caftle  of 
Nirbam^  where  Edward  then  refided  ■.  To  them  was 
lent  the  Bifhop  of  Bath  and  ff^ells ",  to  demand,  in  the 
King's  Name,  ^  What  they  had  done  fince  the  laft 
^  Meeting,  and  whether  they  would  fay,  exhibit,  pro« 
^  pound,  or  (hew  any  Thing  that  could  or  ought  to  ex* 
^  dude  the  King  of  England  from  the  Right  and  £xer- 
^  cife  of  the  Superiority  and  dired  Dominion  over  the 

*  Kingdom  of  Scotland;  and  that  they  would  there  and 
^  then  exhibit  it,  if  they  believed  it  was  expedient  for 

*  them ;  protefiing,  in  the  King's  Name,  that  he  would 
<  favourably  hear  them,  allow  what  was  juft,  or  report 
^  what  was  faid  to  the  King  and  his  Council ;  that  upon 

*  their  Deliberation  they  might  do  what  Juftice  required.* 

Upon  repeated  Demands  on  this  Matter,  the  Scots 
[  94  ]  ^^^^^i  nothing;  whereupon  the  Bi(hop  recapitulated 
all  that  had  been  <aid,  at  the  laft  Meeting,  relating  to 
the  King's  Claim ;  and  a  Public  Notary  l^ing  prefent, 
the  Right  of  deciding  the  Controverfy  between  the  feve- 
ral  Competitors  for  that  Kingdom,  was  entered  in  Form 
for  the  King  of  England. 

After  which  the  faid  Bifliop,  beginnins  with  Robert 
Brucij  Lord  of  AnnandaUj  and  one  of  tho/e  that  claimed 
the  Right  of  Succeffion  to  the  Crown  of  Scotland^  he 
afked  him>  in  the  Prefence  of  all  the  Biihops,  Earls,  Bn- 
rons,  ^c.  <  Whether,  in  demanding  his  faid  Right,  he 
^  would  anfwer  and  receive  Jufttce  from  the  Kine  of 

*  Englandy  j»  fuperior  and  direA  Lord  over  |he  Kmg- 

^  dooi 


HuimonuD,  Nmint  Humber,  et  AlbiMdnn  Fratrem  Logrini  HcHit*  i^w* 
sudif  Lognnoi  Rex  BritaDOorum  perftcutut  eft  eum,  qui  fygiem  ful^wttrfmt 
fft  i»  FItmina  pi»d  dt  Ihrnint  fuo  Humber  vcmtmr^  et  ftc  Albinia  rrt^tr'* 
titur  ad  diBvm  Logrinum.  H^te  aatem  h  li'jU*^o,  Brati.  hem  im  Cbrw» 
midi  Mariani  Scoti,  Rogo-i  de  HoTedeo,  ^c.  ofr.  Prynne*«  Supreme  Ja>» 
rUHi^lioiiy  dff.  Vol.  Ill,  p.  490,  491,  dTr.  Folio,  Lm/  1670. 

01  CcM^rtgattt  ex  ep^Jt9  Caftri  de  Norham,  ex  0iia  Parte  FImm'nt» 
Tweda  m  fuedmrn  Area  nnridit  Epifte^f,  Prelatii,  Ceaiitts,  et  Bsromfa^ 
miiihme  Neitliiiu  Firit,  Jm  ad  di^Hun  Kegfium  vendicantibut,  *c.  Rer^ 
de  h^erieritau  Regit  Ajig.  sm  Txrre  Lood*  Fidt  Bnidy*«  Cemp/Ot  Uifterfp 
T*l.  II.  p.  19. 

^Rthert  BxTmu 
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*  dom  of  Scotland  f  Who  prcfently,  pubUckly,  openly,  Wh««w^^i» 
and  expreily,  in  the  Prefence  of  them  all,  and  the  Pub- 
lic Notary,  none  contradiding  or  gainfaying,  anfwered, 

*  That  be  did  acknowledge  the  King  of  England  fupe* 

*  rior  and  dired  Lord  of  the  Kingdom  of  Scotland^  and 

*  that  he  would,  from  and  before  htm»  as  fuch»  demand^ 

*  anfwer,  and  receive  Juftice/ 

The  Bifhop  then  proceeded  with  all  the  other  Com« 
petitors  in  like  Manner,  who  had  the  fame  Queftion  put 
to  them,  and  received  from  them  the  fame  Anfwer;  and 
they  did  not  only  make  this  public  Recognition,  but 
they  all  joined  in  Letters  Patent  to  the  King  to  corro- 
borate the  fame  '• 

The  Confequence  of  all  this  was,  that  the  AfBiir  of 
the  ^cceffion  to  the  Crown  of  Scotland  was  debated  by 
Commiffioners  of  both  Nations  to  the  Number  of  Foui;« 
fcore  in  all ;  and  the  King  was  to  give  Judgment  ac- 
cording to  Equity  and  Juftice.  The  Difquifidon  of  thit 
Matter  is  amply  taken  Notice  of  by  moft  of  our  more 
modem  Hiftorians ;  and  as  the  EngHJh  Parliament  had 
yet  nothing  to  do  with  the  Controverfy,  it  is  unnecef- 
6ry  here.  But  at  the  Time  that  Edward  had  appointed  ^*^  ^^  *•• 
to  give  Sentence  in  this  weighty  Affair,  a  full  ParKa-  '***' 
ment  was  fummoned  to  meet  at  Birwick  upon  Twad^^  At  Sirwiciu 
where  all  the  CommifSoners  appeared,  as  well  as  all  the 
Candidates,  by  themfelves  or  Proxies.  The  Competi-  [  95  ] 
tors  were,  Eric  King  of  Norway^  Florence  Earl  of  Hot'- 
kmdy  fFilliam  do  Vefey^  Patric  de  Dunhar^  Wttliam  di 
Rofy  Robert  de  Pinkeny^  Nicholas  de  SauleSy  Patric  Go-- 
fytbfyf  John  BalioU  and  Robert  Bruce.  All,  except  the 
two  laft,  declared  that  they  did  not  intend  Co  profecute 
their  Claims  any^rther,  and  withdrew  their  Petitions : 
Upon  this  the  King  declared  that  they  had  no  PreteQ- 
fions  to  the  Crown  of  Scotland.  John  Comyn  and  Roger 
de  Mandeville^  not  appearing  to  maintain  their  Claims^ 
they  were  likewife  rejected*  After  which  the  King 
pronounced,  that  John  Comyn^' John  de  Haftyngesy  and 
Robert  Bruce^  who  bad  each  of  them  claimed  a  Right  of 
G  3  a 

4  Tbeic  Lettars  Patent  tre  preferred  in  Msttbew  Wifimnfitr^  and  in 
fr«<^'s  Cvmflett  HiJUry^  Vol.  !!•  App.  N©.  ii, 

•  See  the  Sentence  at  large  in  Ryuur^i  FptdtraAngli^t  Tom.  II.  p.  5?S« 
Apud  Jkrwyk  fupcr  Twedaxn^  in  Aula  Cafiri  tjufdm  KtlU,  infttM  f  ^- 
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Km%Edwardl.^  third  Part  of  the  Kingdom,  had  no  Right  to  any  Parf> 

becaufe  the  Kingdom  of  Scot/and  could  not  be  divided. 

There  were  no  Claimants  remaining  now  but  only* 

John  Baliol  dc-  7<?*»  Baliol ;  and  he  was  accordingly  declared,  in  full 

dared  inParlia-  Parliament,  to  be  the  only  Perfon  that  had  a  Right  of 

^?W°^  °^    Poffeffion  f.    Edward  therefore  adjudged  the  Crown  of 

'  Scotland  to  him  ;  faving,  however,  to  himfelf  and  Suc- 

ceflbrs,  the  Right  of  profecuting  their  Pretenfions  to  the 

faid  Kingdom,  whenever  they  thought  proper  «.     Then 

he  addreffed  himfclf  to  the  new  King,  and  told  him^ 

*  That  he  (hould  take  Care  to  govern  his  People  with 

*  Equity,  left,  for  want  of  executing  Tuftice,  the  Sove- 

*  reign  (hould  be  obliged  to  make  u(e  of  hrs  Right  to 

*  rcdrefs  their  Grievances.*  After  this  he  appointed  hitn 
the  Thurfday  following  to  fwear  Fealty,  and  Chriftmas^ 

Hoilgftr^./.  ^'^y  "^^^  ^^  ^^  Homage  to  him  at  NewcafU',  which 
ward  for  that  Were  both  accordingly  done  in  very  ftrong  Terms,  and 
Kijjgdom,  \Vith  great  Solemnity  **. 

But  the  Majority  of  the  Scots  Nobility,  ^c,  were  by 
Jio  Means  pleafed  with  the  Award  of  the  King  of  Eng^ 
landy  and  blamed  him  highly  for  his  Partiality  in  the 
f  06  1  Affair.  Bcfides,  they  began  now  to  fmell  out  Edward^^ 
^  Defign ;  which  was  to  embroil  their  Nation  in  a  Civil 
War,  and  to  make  his  own  Advantage  of  it ;  for  tho* 
BalioP^  Title  to  the  Crown  feemed  to  be  the  ftrongeft, 
yet  Bruce  was  the  greater  Favourite  of  the  Nation.  But 
whether  Edward's  firft  Defign  was  an  entire  Conqueft 
of  Scot/and^  or  only  to  eftablifti  the  Supremacy  of  the 
En^lijh  Kings  over  that  Nation,  we  find  is  a  Queftioi^ 
not  clearly  anfwered  by  our  Hiftorians.  The  Public 
jtSfs  have  given  us  a  Proof,  that  Edward"^  Claim  to  Su- 
premacy over  Scotland  was  not  well  grounded :  For,  ex- 
cept the  Homage  done  by  William^  the  Scots  King,  to. 
Henry  II.  as  mentioned  before,  there  was  never"  any 
other  Proof  of  Homage  made  by  the  Kings  of  Scotland 
for  the  whole  Nation.     As  a  Teftimony  of  this,  the 

Col- 

f  Balhl  was  defcftnded  from  the  eldeft  Dtoghter  of  Dtvi J  Bat]  of  Hmn» 
tingdon,  wheieas  Bruce  fprung  only  fxojn  the  iecond.  The  Cuftom,  as  weli 
of  England  as  Scotland,  was,  that  the  Defcendant  of  the  eldeft  Daughter, 
tho*  moie  remote,  was  preferable  to  a  nearer  coming  from  the  younger* 
Brady, 

S  Saivo  Jure  ejufdtm  Dwtini  Regit  Angh'ae,  et  Haredum  fuorum  emm 
%/^ueruHt  ittde  hjui.     Rymcr'r  Fcedera  Angliae,  Tom.  II,  p.  ^%^, 

h  j^fud  Novum  Caf^cllum  fuper  Tynam,  in  A^la  Pahtit  fpfiui  Domim 
Regis  infra  Caftrum,  &c,    Hid,  p,  593, 
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CoIIe^ion  aforefaid  elves  us  an  Inflrument,  whereby  weKlngJEifMri/Ii 
find  that  Edward*s  High  Chamberlain  having  demanded 
of  Baliol  the  Fees  due  from  the  Vaflals  when  they  did 
Homage,  there  was  no  Precedent  of  them  to  be  found : 
So  that  Edward  was  forced  to  call  a  Parliament  at  fVefi-- 
minder  foon  after,  where,  by  their  Advice,  he  fixed  the 
Fees  at  Twenty  Pounds  Sterling;  which  was  double  tbc 
Sum  paid  by  an  Earl  oi)  the  like  Occafion  ^ 

It  was  not  long  after  this  that  BalUl  fqi|nd  the  bad 
£ffeds  of  bis  Subjection,  being  often  fummoned  to  ap- 
pear before  Edward  in  Peribn,  on  the  bare  Complaints 
of  private  People ;  by  which  he  was  become  rather  the 
abfolute  Slave  than  VaiTal  to  the  King  o{ England.  And^ 
in  a  Parliament  held  about  Michaelmas  1293,  this  King 
of  Scitiand  was  obliged  to  ftand  at  the  Bar,  like  a  private 
Peribn,  and  anfwer  to  an  Accufadon  brought  againft  him 
for  denying  Jufticc,  and  imprifoning  the  Earl  of  Fife  *• 
This  was  a  great  Mortification  for  a  Crown'd  H^ad,  but  [  97  3 
Edward  was  be;it  upon  (beting Jiim,  by  this  Conduit, 
what  he  was  to  exped  from  him  for  the  future*  BaM^ 
in  Plea  to  the  Accufation,  aUedged  that,  as  it  concernod 
his  Crown,  he  could  not  anfwer  to  it  without  fiiil  ^dvi- 
fiog  with  his  Subje<^ '.  This  Eiccufe  not  bei^g^deenood 
valid,  the  Parliament  ordered  that  three  of  his  principal 
Cadles  fbould  be  feized  into  the  Kill's  Hands  till  \p 
gave  full  Satisfa<5lion  ^.  The  Englijb  Authors  affirAi, 
that,  before  the  Sentence  was  pronounced,  Baliol  pre* 
fented  a  Petition,  acknowledg/og  the  Sovereignty  of  the 
King  of  England  over  Scotland^  and  praying  Edward  to 
aUow  him  Time  till  he  could  confult  his  Parliament  °. 
As  foon  as  he  had  ftoop'd  fo  low  as. to  petition^  his  De- 
mand 

1  B^mer"*  Fmd.  Tom.  II.  p.  600. 

A  0>py  of  this  Award  is  aifo  amoogft  the  Parliamentary  Records^  in 
LordfyjlmMgtoM*9  Copy  of  them,  from  Rot,  chraf.  ai  Edw.  1.  m.  %»  dorfo. 

k  Bucbawau  pretendi  that  it  vraaby  Accident  that  BaiioL  happeaed  to  bo 
In  that  ParlUxncnt :  His  Words  are,  *  As  Balhl  was  c^fualiy  fitting  by 
«  Edward  m  the  Parliament- Houfe,  and  when  he  yn%  called  would  have 

*  ai^wered  by  a  Proftcr,  it  was  denied  him,  fo  that  he  was  forced  to  rife 

*  from  his  $cat,  and  to  pkad  his  Caufe  from^  a  Inoir  Elacu*    Biubanaiit 
mpory  tf  Scotland. 

I  The  whole  Proccft,  after  the  Summons,  of  this  Matter,  relating  to 
Macduff,  the  Son  of  Makolm  Earl  of  Eife^  is  at  large  in  Rylef%  Plaata 
Etrliamentaria,  p.  192,  ^c, 

tt  The  Caftles  were  thofe  o^ytdturgb,  Btrvickf  and  Roxbttrgb*   Ryroer. 

>  The  Pe^cion  was  made  by  his  own  Mouth,  before  the  King  and 
Council,  and  delivered  in  Writing.  The  Form  of  it  is  in  Ryley"z  Elacita 
Parliamttttaria,  p,  159,  in  Frencb,  trao^tfd  by  Tjrrtl,  Vol,  U.  p*7^ 
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YM%KivMtr4Utti$xkA  was  granted,  and  a  certain  Day  was  affigned  him 
to  appear.  The  Scots  King  went  back  into  his  own 
Country,  but  fo  inccnfed  at  the  Affront  he  had  received^ 
that  he  was  bent  upon  trying  all  Means  to  free  himfelf 
from  fo  intolerable  a  Yoke. 

But,  while  we  are  thus  attending  Sr«// Affairs,  we 
tnuft  not  forget  the  EngUJh ;  and  we  find  in  our  Sutute 
Books  fome  Laws  that  were  made  in  the  Year  I290> 
20  Edw.  I.     The  firft  is 

The  Statute  of  Vouchers,  (^c,  by  his  Counfel  or- 
dained, that  from  henceforth,  that  is,  from  the  Feaft  of 
St.  Hilary^  the  20th  Year  of  his  Reign. — Sine  Loco. 

2.  Statute  of  Wafte.— The  King  in  his  full  Parlia- 
ment holden  the  Day  after  the  Feaft  oi  Purification^  the 
20th  Year  of  his  Reign. — Sim  Loco. 

3.  Statute  of  defending  Right.-— Done  in  full  Parlia* 
tnent,  Monday  next.afcer  the  Feaft  of  Purification^  the 
20th  Year  of  his  Reign. 

None  of  thefe  Statutes  mention  the  Place  where  they 
Were  made.  There  are  two  A6ls  of  State,  in  Rymer^  of 
this  Year  ;  the  one  of  Jan,  2,  the  other  of  March  26, 
both  dated  at  Wefiminjter ;  but  whether  in  the  Time 
of  this  Parliament  or  not,  is  uncertain.  There  is 
alfo,  in  the  Margin  of  the  Manufcript  of  the  Annals  of 
Dunjiabli^  from  which  T,  Hearne  publifhed  his  Edi- 
tion, [p.  598]  a  Memorandum  to  this  Purport,  Hoc 
{ilacitatur  coram  Rigi^  it  in  Parlianunto  fuo  Termino  Hi^ 
aril,  Jn.  20  £d.  I.  Rot.  14,  which  agrees  with  the  above 
Dates,  as  alfo  with  what  is  quoted  from  Rylejy  at  Note  ^ 
[p.  90, 95]  above  * ;  and  this  is  all  the  Infbrmatipn  we 
can  get  from  old  Hiftorians  about  this  Parliament. 

The  pcxt  Year,  which  was  the  2i{i  of  Edward  h 
J  293,  we  have  fome  Evidences  of  another  Parliament 
being  held,  wherein  two  other  Statutes  were  made,  as 
appears  by  RMftall :  One,  the  Statute  of  Pcrfons  to  be 
put  in  AfSzes,  in  his  Parliament  holden  in  the  Term  of 
St«  Michael  J  the  2ift  of  his  Reign  ;  the  other,  the  Sta- 
tute of  Trefpafles  in  Parks,  in  his  Parliament  after 
Eaftery  in  the  21ft  Year  of  his  Reign,  at  the  Inflance 
of  the  Nobles  of  the  Realm. 

The  Annals  of  Dunjlahlt  mention  this  Parliament 

held  after  Eajier  this  Year  at  Liondon  ^  and  Tho.  Wykos 

»  S«e  aUb  Nou  1  [p.  96,  103].  fpcahn 
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ipeiks  of  a  great  Aflembly,  CoUoftdtm^  at  the  fameKiogAfcMnll* 
Time.  The  other  Hiftorians  are  filent.  Mr.  RyUy 
indeed  gives  us  feveral  Pleadings,  which  he  fays  were 
in  a  Parliament  held  this  Year,  after  Eafter^  afud  Lon- 
don, in  Mamrium  Archiepifcopi  Eborum ;  but  lince  Par- 
liaments about  this  Time  come  fo  fail  upon  one  another^ 
we  know  not  what  to  fix  on  for  thefe  Tranfadions  * 

In  the  22d  Year  of  this  King  we  meet  with  another  i 
Parliament,  or  great  AfTembly,  which  was  very  remark-  I 
able  in  its  three  diftin£l  Summons  ^  The  firft  to  fFift^ 
mnftir^  foon  after  Whitfunui$^  to  the  Nobility  j  the 
iecond  of  the  Biihops  and  Clergy  at  WeftminftiTy  tn  Fifto 
S.  Mattbaei ;  and  the  laft,  in  Craftino  S.  Martini,  of 
the  Laity.  The  Writ  for  fummoning  the  Clergy  is 
extant  in  the  Public  ASIs^  Tom.  II.  p.  652,  dated  at 
P$rtfmoutb^  Auguft  19,  this  Year ;  wherein  not  only  the 
Biihops  and  Abbots,  but  the  whole  Convocation  were 
fummoned. 

Our  oldeft  Hiftorians  mention  this  Parliament  with 
ibme  Variation ;  the  Times  were  very  much  confufed, 
and  confequently  the  Writers  of  them  could  not  be 
much  better.  Probably  the  Scots  Wars,  which  began 
about  this  Time,  occauoned  this  Inconfiftency  amongft 
them  ;  and  as  thofe  Wars  are  very  conne&ive  with  our 
Parliamentary  Htftory,  we  fhall  follow  them  as  dofely 
as  the  Nature  of  our  Subject  will  bear,  yobn  BalioU  the 
new  Kine  of  Scotland^  was  greatly  incenled  againfl  King 
Mdwardlor  his  |aft  ill  Treatment  of  him,  as  has  been 
(lid,  and  therefore  refolved  to  fhake  off  his  Yoke  as 
foon  as  poffible;  and  about  this  Time  an  Accident 
happened  which  encouraged  him  greatly  in  his  Revolt, 

The  King  of  Franci  had,  by  a  otratagem,  feized  up* 
on  the  Diftri^  of  Guienm^  iri  Normandy y  on  fo  flight  an 
Occafion  as  a  private  Quarrel  betwixt  fome  Englijh  and 
Frtnch  Mariners.  Edward  acquainted  this  Parliament 
with  the  Lois  of  Gutenne^  and  the  ill  Ufage  he  had  re- 
vived from  the  French  King.  Jibn^  King  of  Scotland^ 
was  prefent  at  this  Parliament ;  and,  when  they  were 
told  by  Edwardts  Ambafladors  the  ihuffiing  Anfwers  [  9!  } 
they  had  from  the  French  King,  it  was  unanimoufly 

^elblyed 

•  X/Zry's  ?lapu  Pari,  p.  II4, 

l!  Archbifliop  f^ake. 

Circa  Penueofttn.  AahsIsI  M3xini« 
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'Kk%Mdw^l,fcfo\vtd  to  recover  the  Duchy  of  Guiiime  by  Force  rf 
Arms  '.  John  Baliol  himfelf  granted  to  Edward^  to- 
wards the  Expencfe  of  this  War,  the  Rercnues  of  his 
Paternal  Eftate  in  England  for  three  Years  j  a  Copy  «f 
his  Countenance  only  for  that  Time.     For, 

$mkudwifAt»f'  Notwithftanding  this  Conceffion  of  the  Scots  King, 
he  hoped  for  greater  Advantages  from  thb Rupture;  and 
accordingly  he  concluded  a  fecret  Alliance  with  the 
King  oi  France^  and  promifed  to  invade  England  z%  foon 
as  Edward  tranfported  his  Armies  abro<ui.     Edward 

fot  Intelligence  of  this  Plot',  contrived  againft  him  at 
^^w,  by  Means  of  Prince  Edmund  his  Brother,  who 
was  juft  returned  from  thence ;  and  therefore  the  King 
afked  an  Aid  from  both  Clergy  and  People,  to  enable 
him  to  raife  Forces  to  withftand  thefe  dangerous  Enemies. 
On  which  the  Laity  readily  gave  the  King  a  Tenth  of  all 
their  Goods,  except  fome  fmali  Jewels  ;  but  the  Clergy 
more  liberally  and  chearfully'*  gave  him  one  Half  of 
theirs,  indiftincaiy,  according  to  the  Taxation  made  by 
"the  Bifhops  of  IVincheJler  and  Lincoln.  The  Merchants 
alfo  of  the  Realm  contributed  a  Seventh  of  their  Goods 
for  the  fame  Purpofe  *. 

This  liberal  Grant  to  the  King  from  the  Clergy  did 
not,  however,  favc  them  from  further  Depredations  j 
for,  very  foon  after,  he  made  a  Seizure  of  all  the  ready 
Money  and  Treafure  he  could  find  depolited  in  Churches, 
Monafteries,  ^c,  throughout  England  in  one  Day  ^  j  by 
which  he  muft  have  amaflcd  a  vaft  Sum  :  And  being 
ilufhed  with  thefe  Acquifitions,  Edward  defied  all  his 
Enemies  ;  and  fent  two  Dominican  Friers  into  France^ 
'to  renounce  all  Homage  to  the  King  thereof,  which 
Was  due  to  them  from  the  Kings  of  England^  fincc  the 
Time  of  the  Conqueft.  The  original  Meflage  in  French 
is  in  Xh^  Public  A£iiy  ad  jtnn,  1294,  but  without  any 
Date. 

Other  Writers,  and  thofe  Monks  too  ^,  tell  you  that 
the  Clergy  were  not  fo  free  in  making  fo  large  a  Grant 

as 

V  Mat.  Wcftminftcr,  fuh  hoc  Anw. 

«*  Liberaliter  &  gratanttr, 

•  Annalet  f^ygom.  p.  515.  di  DMnpsbUt  p.  62«,  $13. 

r  Hemingford,  p.  43,  ad  An.  1493,  40.  Die  Julii,  Hora  3«.  The 
ICihg  fe'iicd  all  their  Wool  alfo,  and  kept  it  till  it  was  redeemed  at  a  fixed 
Price.  "^ 

S  Mai*  fFeJlminfttr,  Avnal.  Wygorn. 
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as  the  King  demanded  of  them  ;  btrt  that  when  they^^K**"*'''^ 
were  debating  about  tt,  a  certain  Knight,  called  Sir  John 
Hayeringy  who  had  been  Governor  of  Guierme^  jcaine 
amongft  the  Clergy,  as  they  were  fitting  in  the  Monks* 
Hall  at  IVeflrn'mfier^  and  faid,  by  Authority  no  doubt^ 

*  Reverend  Fathers,  if  any  of  you  dare  to  contradid  tb« 

*  King's  Commands  in  this  Bufinefs,  let  him  ftand  fbrdi 

•  in  the  Midft  of  this  Affembly,  that  his  Perfon  may  be 
-*  known  and  taken  Notice  of,  as  a  Breaker  of  the  Peade 

♦  of  the  Kingdom/  At  which  Words  thfey  all  fat  fileni, 
and  made  no  Oppofition  to  the  Kmg's  Demand,  as 
they  had  often  done  in  the  Time  of  his  Father. 

They  had  the  Courage,  however,  on  the  Credit  of 
this  extraordinary  Grant,  to  aflc  the  King  foon  after 
for  a  Repeal  of  the  Mortmain  Aft ;  to  which  the  Kidf^ 
'anfwered,  That  it  was  done  in  full  Parli amenta  am 
could  not  be  repealed  but  in  another^. 

In  the  Couife  of  this  Parliament  and  of  fome  prece- 
ding, we  do  not  find  many  Traces  of  what  different  \ 
Members  they  were  compofed,  tne  Writs  for  calling  1 
them  being  loft.     The  lower  Order  being  moftly  com-^ 
-priz'd  in  the  general  Word  Populus ;  fo  Magnates ^  Clerus^ 
0t  Populus  J  contains  all  the  three  Orders,  as  delivered 
dowiT  to  us  by  our  Monkiib  Writers.     Prynne^  in  his 
Regi/ler^  Part  II.  p.  31,  mentions  two  Writs  from  the 
King  to  the  Sheriff  of  Northumberland ;  [clatif.  22d  of 
Ed%v.  I.  m.  6.  dorfo]  the  firft  dated  Oa.  8,  at  Wejl* 
minjier^  to  fend  two  Knights  ;  the  next,  OSfober  9,  ibid* 
to  fend  two  more  Knights,  who  were  to  he  at  IVeflmin^^ 
fier  in  Craftino  S*  Martini ;  but  no  Mention  of  Citi- 
zens or  Burgefles.     Dugdale^  in  his  Summons  to  Par- 
liament, p.  7,  has  pubiiih'd  the  fame  Writs  with  Prynne^ 
and   from   the  fame  Rolls,  but  in  different  Words'; 
for  he  cxpreHy  fays,  Et  de  qualibet  Civitate^  ejufdem 
Comitatusj  duos  Ctves^  it  de  quolibet  Burgo  duos  Bur" 
genfu.    If  this  laft  be  right,  it  is  fomewhat  ftrange  that 
Mr.  Prynne  fhould  mifs  it,  who  colleded  every  Thing 

that 

*  Waker  ffemiuiford,  p.  51,  &c.  Conjilh  Magnatum  fuortm  fuBum 
trct^  et  ide9  abfqy  *»rmm  Ctnfiio  non  erat  revoeawtum, 

Jt  it  Aid  that  f^i/Zism  MoatforJ,  Dean  of  St.  Fatii*9,  had  prepared  a 
Speech  Co* work  the  King  to  a  milder  Refolution.  The  Man  ieem*d  to  b« 
nry  welJ  when  be  came  to  Court ;  but  after  he  was  brought  into  the  Pre- 
iate,  and  had  begoA  hit  Haraague^  ha  funk  dowa  and  expired.  M^» 
Wtpmnfitr. 
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KugMJwsrdhtlizt  was  in  Favour  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  relating 
to  the  Antiquity  of  that  Houfe.— —But  to  return  to  thm 
Hiftory  of  Scots  Affairs.— 

King  Edward  J  as  we  have  fatd,  having  got  this  large 
Supply  from  his  People,  infiead  of  France y  intirely  bent 
his  Mind  on  the  Conqueft  of  Scotland^  which  would  be 
of  much  greater  Importance  to  him  than  the  other.  But 
to  prevent  the  King  of  Scotland's  Defigns,  he  demanded 
of  him  the  three  Caftles  aforementioned,  which  Baliol^ 
to  amufe  and  gain  Time,  a^ually  delivered  him  *.  So 
£iys  an  A£t  of  State  in  Rymer ;  but,  notwithftandinz 
that,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  King  of  England  had 
thofe  Caftles  in  PofTeifion  till  he  had  conquered  all. 
Hemingfordy  who  is  very  particular  in  this  Traniadion, 
tells  you  the  Demand  of  them  was  defpifed ;  and  gives 
us  a  Copy  of  the  Refignation,  or  Difclaim  of  Homage, 
which  he  fays  was  delivered  to  King  Edwards  Berwick^ 
after  he  had  taken  that  Fortrefs  by  Force  of  Arms.  And 
being  now  afliircd  of  hb  Revolt,  Edward  loft  no  Time 
with  him,  but  marched  his  whole  Army  diredly  for 
Scotland  \  and  Balioty  being  certain  of  Afliftance  from 
France^  bids  Defiance  to  King  Edward^  renounced  his 
Oath  and  his  Allegiance,  as  unlawfully  promifed ;  at- 
ledging  that  it  was  not  in  his  Power,  without  the  Con* 
fent  of  the  States,  to  do  any  fuch  Adls. 
C  99  1  ^  And  now,  fays  an  Hiftorian  S  began  the  Contefis 

*  between  the  two  Nations,  which  fpilt  more  Chriftian 

*  Blood,  did  more  Mifchief,  and  continued  longer  than 

•  any  Wars,  that  we  read  of,  between  any  two  People 

•  in  the  World  :  For  all  the  Kings  which  fucceeded  for 

•  three  hundred  Years  together,  even  to   the  bleiled 

<  Union  of  them  by  K\ngjanus  I.  had  their  Share  more 
^  or  lefs  in  this  Quarrel.     And  though  England^  being 

<  much  the  greater  and  ftronger  Nation,  had  the  good 

*  Fortune  often  to  overcome,  yet  it  was  with  fo  great 

•  Expcnce  of  Blood,  Time,  and  Treafure,  that  wb^t 
^  (he  got  coft  more  than  it  was  worth,  and  was  fooA 

*  loft  again ;  the  Scots  being  never  fo  fully  fubdued,  but 

*  that  they  were  foon  for  recovering  their  Liberties  asain, 
•'and  that  with  Succefs.     So  that  Providence  may  leetm 

•  to  decree  no  Union  firm  between  thefe  two  Nation^^ 

that 

•  ^^ee  ltymir*%  Fmd,  Tom.  II«  p.  t^z^  IFslttr  Umdnifwrd,  p.  834  84, 

mct'iUt  Trivft, 
t  Ssm^  Daniel  in  Kauuti 
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« tbat  was  made  by  Force,  but  by  the  milder  Way  of  King  **«•"' '• 
*  Peace  and  Succeffion/ 

We  (hall  purfue  thefe  Scots  Wars  no  farther  than  is  ^^  ^  agUftii* 
confident  with  our  Deiign ;  fufficient  it  is  to  fay  tbat  doccd. 
Edward^  in  a  very  fmall  Space  of  Time,  over- run  all 
Satlatuly  and  reduced  Baliol,  with  the  reft  of  the  No- Anao  Regal  s|i[ 
biltty,  to  fue  to  him  for  Peace.  After  which  he  called  a       ^*9$» 
Parliament  to  meet  at  London  the  fame  Year,  in  order    ^  Im^ 
(0  treat  with  two  Cardinal-Legates,  who  were  fent  from 
i$Me  to  compofe  the  Differences,  if  they  could,  be* 
tween  England^  Franct^  and  Scotland^  then  fubfifting^ 
and  ftop  the  £ffu(ion  of  more  Chriftian  Blood  amongft 
theau 

Several  old  Hiftorians  mention  this  very  Parliament, 
tho'  not  at  all  touched  on  by  the  new.  The  Annals  of 
Dunftabli  tell  us.  That  a  Parliament  was  held  at  Lon^ 
ioHt  on  the  Kalends  of  Augujl  this  Year,  in  the  Pre- 
fencc  of  the  Legates.  Hemin^ford  is  ftill  more  particu- 
lar; for  he  fays,  at  which  Day,  \viz.  Feftum  S.  Petri  ' 
£d  Finatla]  the  King,  with  his  Ureat  Men,  as  well 
Clergy  as  Laity  ',  called  particularly  on  the  Occaflon, 
met  thefe  Casdinals,  and  received  them  with  great  Joy 
and  Honour*  The  Annals  of  Worcefter  alfo  mention  a 
Parliament  at  London  that  met  on  the  Day  abovefaid» 
00  Account  of  the  Cardinals  ;  and,  laftly,  in  Sir  WiU 
Sam  Dugdale*^  Summons  to  Parliament,  you  have  thofe 
to  the  E^rons,  at  this  Time,  to  meet  on  the  firft  of 
Jugufi^znd  dzttd apud album Afena/if Hum f  232)f>  Junii, 
Juno  Regni  23. 

It  was  the  whole  Bufinefs  of  this  Parliament,  as  far 
as  we  can  find,,  to  meet  thefe  Cardinals,  and  hear  what 
tbey  could  fay  in  relation  to  pacifying  the  Differences, 
theochiefly  fubfifting  between  the  Crowns  of  England  and 
Frana  j  for  Scotland  was  very  near  a  conquered  Country 
at  that  Time  :  But  all  their  Labour  was  in  vain  ;  for 
tbo'  they  came  over  with  three  Propofttions,  either  for 
a  Peace,  a  general  Truce,  or,  laftly,  for  a  Cefiatron  of 
aH  Hoftilities  at  Sea,  till  Articles  for  a  Peace  could  be 
framed,  they  fucceeded  in  no  Part  of  the  Buflnefs  they 
came  for;  They  were  told  that  the  King  of  England 
bad  entered  into  a  ftrid  Alliance  with  the  i£mperor,  and 

fome 

»  HU  W«r4t  ut,  Omnti  HUgimttSf  tam  Cleri  fuam  Pcpwli,  p.  62* 
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%ia^Edmrd^U{tmt  Fiemijb  Prin<;et,  againft  France \  and  therefore,' 

without  their  Confent,  he  could  do  nothing®. 
^UinoRegnl  aj.      The  feme  YeaTi  1295,  another  Parliament  was  call'd, 
>^95*        or  it  was  by  Prorogation  of  the  laft,  to  meet  at  Weft^ 
fiXWffminficr,  minjltr  about  the  Feaft  of  S.  Martin  in  Hyeme  ;  and 
there  is  in  Dugdale  the  Summons  of  the  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury i  the  6i(hop$  and  Pro£tors  of  the  Clergy,  to 
meet  as  above,  on  the  Sunday  after  S.  Martin,  tejie  Rege 
»       eipud  Wengham,  30  Die  Sept.     The  Writs  for  fum- 
Bioning  all  the  Members  to  this  Parliament  are  ftill  ex- 
tant P ;  and  Prynne  has  given  us  the  particular  Writs  for 
calling  the  Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgeflcs  to  meet  at 
I     the  fame  Time  *>.     But,  it  being  Winter,  and,  as  we 
fuppofe,  the  more  diilant  Members  not  being  able  to 
get  up,  they  were  further  prorogued  to  the  Sunday  he- 
fore  St.  Andrew  following'. 

The  only  remarkable  Thing  which  happened  in  this 
Parliament,  was  a  Difpute  between  the  King  and  the 
Clergy  about  Taxes.   The  Annals  of  Worcejltr  are  very 
I  '        particular  as  to  what  paffed  between  the  King,   the 

Archbilhops  and  Clergy,  on  this  Occafion ;  and,  prin- 
cipally, on  the  Care  the  King  took  to  fecure  the  Payment 
of  the  Taxes  laid  on  the  Poffeflions  of  the  Alien  Clergy 
in  England,  Mat.  Weflminjier  is  yet  more  exa£t  than 
the  former  Authority;  for  he  writes  that,  on  the  Eve  of 
St.  Andrew,  [Nov.  29]  the  King  met  his  Clergy,  Great 
Men,  and  Commonalty  %  aflembled  at  ll^ejlminfler^ 
when  he  told  them  his  Wants,  the  prefcnt  State  of  Af- 
fairs, and  afk'd  a  fufficient  Supply  for  -the  Defence  of 
the  Kingdom.  The  Barons,  and  others  of  the  Laity, 
very  readily  granted  the  King  an  eleventh  Part  of  their 
Goods,  as  the  Year  before  they  gave  a  Tenth  5  and  of 
the  Merchants  he  had  a  Seventh,  inftead  of  a  Sixth 
granted  laft  Year.  The  Archbifliops,  with  the  reft  of 
the  Bifhops  and  Clergy,  went  by  themfelves,  and  de- 
bated of  this  Matter,  when  they  unanimoufly  agreed  to 
allow  the  King  a  Tenth  of  their  Spiritual  Revenues. 
This  they  offered  to  the  King;  but  it  was  refufed,  and 

therc- 

o  Mat.  Wcftminfter,  fub  hoc  Anno, 

P  See  Brady  on  Boroughs.     Williit  Notitia  Parltamerfaria, 
q  Prynne^ I  Parliamentary  RegiJIer,  Part  II.  p.  30.     Dated  at  Canter-' 
iury^  OSiober  3. 

t  Dugdali%  Summoniy  p.  10,  11.     Dated  at  Odymert^  November  a* 
»  Acctrfito  Ciero,  Magnatibus,  et  Po^ulo.    M,  WcAminftcr, 
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thttefore  they  retired  to  confult  further  about  it.     The  KiiHt^E'iM^I* 

King  obferving  their  Obftinacy,  fent  the  Chief  Juftice  of 
the  K.iDg's  Bench,  with  the  reft  of  his  Brethren  atnongft 
them,  who  (aid,   ^  My  Lords  the  Bifhops,  the  King 

*  commands  you  to  give  him  a  Third,  or  at  leaft  a 

*  Fourth,  of  your  Spirituals ;  for  what  you  have  offered 

*  he  will  not  accept  of:  Therefore,  come  down  and  obey 
« the  King's  Comnund.'  But  the  Biftops  inA  Clergy 
were  obftinate,  and  ftuclc  to  their  firft  Propoial^  nor 
did  they  yield  when  the  Lord-Chancellor  was  fent  to 
them  from  the  King  on  the  fame  Errand  ;  fo  that  Ed- 
wardy  finding  them  inflexible,  was  glad  to  accept  their 
Gift  to  him  on  their  own  Terms.  This  laft,  and  fome 
former  Teftimonies  of  the  Clergy's  Stubbornnefs,  in 
difputing  his  Commands,  gave  Edward  Reafpn  to  think 
that  he  mould  never  rule  them,  without  putting  ftronger 
Curbs  into  their  Mouths  than  had  hitherto  been.  Accord- 
ingly we  find  that  fomething  very  conGderable  that  Way 
was  now  done;  for,  in  the  Councils  of  this  Year, 
there  is  the  Writ  for  fummoning  the  Archbiihop  oiCan'*  . 
ttrbury  to  this  Parliament  with  the  Pramunientes  Claufe 
in  it ;  which,  according  to  Archbifliop  ff^ake^  was  the 
firft  Time  it  had  been  ufed  in  Forms  of  that  Nature.— • 
But  to  return  again  to  Scots  Affairs. 

King  Edward^  after  he  had  thus  fettled  Matters  in  Amio  Regm  241 
the  South,  turned  his  Eyes  Northward  again,  and  fum-  '^9^* 
moned  another  Parliament  to  meet  at  Birwick  on  the 
24th  of  Augufty  1296,  in  the  24th  Year  of  his  Reign. 
As  this  Parliament  was  called  to  a  Town  on  the  Con-> 
fines  of  both  Kingdoms,  fo  was  it  defigned  to  fettle  and 
fecure  his  new  Conqueft  of  Scotland  upon  the  mbft  laft* 
ing  Foundation.  Accordingly  a  very  numerous  Aflem* 
bly  of  the  Englijb  Nobility  and  Gentry  appeared  on  this 
extraordinary  Occafion.  Thither  came  alfo  the  Scots 
Nobility,  and  did  their  Homage  and  Fealty  to  him  in  a 
D^oft  fubmiffive  Manner;  binding  themfelves  by  Letters 
Patent,  figned  with  their  Seals,  to  ferve  him  faithfully 
a^inft  all  Nations,  and  to  come  to  his  Affiftance  at  any 
Time  and  Place  he  fhould  require  them :  Moreover, 
they  ail,  upon  the  blefled  Evangelifts,  iblemnly  fwore  to 
ob/erve  all  this  before  the  whole  Englijh  Parliament. 
The  Form  of  thcfc  Letters  Patent^  which  were  fworn 

to 
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i^Dg£diMrdL  to  finely  by  all  the  Scots  Nobility,  is  prcfervcd  by  Henty 
Knyghton^  Canon  of  Liiajiir  ^,  in  the  old  Nornum  or 
French  Language,  which  we  judge  deferves  a  Place  ii\ 
our  Hiftory ;  and  the  rather,  becaufe  we  find  them  ta-* 
ken  Notice  of  by  few  other  Hiftorians.-*-— The  TranT* 
lation  of  it  18  as  follows : 


t  lOO] 


The  Oath  of 
Fcftlty,  taken  to 
Kiog  Edward 
Ky  all  the  Scott 
Peeri,  before  the 
Mn^tfo  Parlift- 


To  all  thofi  whom  thifi  LettirsJhaU  either  fa  or  bear^ 
ice.  Greeting. 

BEcaufe  that  we  are  at  prefeiit  tinder  Sul]je6tion  ta 
the  Thrice-noble  Prince,  and  ouf  dear  Lord,  Sir 
Edward^  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England^ 
Lord  of  Ireland^  and  Duke  of  jtquitairt^  We  do  faith- 
fully promife,  for  ourfelves  and  for  our  Heirs,  apoii 
Pain  of  Body  and  Eftate,  that  we  will  (erve  him  truljr 
and  loyally  againft  all  Manner  of  People  that  majr 
live  and  die,  whenever  we  (hall  be  required  or  com* 
manded  by  our  faid  Lord  the  King  of  England^  or 
his  Heirs ;  that  we  will  hinder  him  from  Damage 
as  much  as  we  can,  and  fet  upon  his  Enemies  with  aJI 
our  Forces  wherever  they  may  be  found.  And  to  the 
End  that  we  may  firmly  keep  and  hold  thefe  Prefents, 
we  do  bind  ourfelves,  our  Heirs,  and  all  our  Goods  \ 
and  we  have  fworn  to  this  upon  the  blcfled  £vangelifts# 
Befides,  all  we  that  are  prefent,  and' every  of  us  fepa- 
ratelv,  have  done  Homage  to  our  Lord  the  King  <^ 
England  in  thefe  Words ; 

J  Will  he  true  and  loyal,  and  bear  true  Faith  and  AlUgi-^ 
•*    ance,  to  Edward  King  ^England,  and  his  Heirs,  and 
ferve  him  with  Life  and  Limb,  and  do  him  all  earthly 
Honour,  againft  all  Manner  of  People  that  may  live  and 
die  5  and  from  henceforth  I  will  not  bear  Arms,  nor  he 
aiding  in  Counfel,  againft  him,  or  againft  his  Heirs^  on 
any  Caufe  whatfoever.     So  help  me  God  and  all  tbg 
Saints. 
In  Witnefs  of  thefe  Things  we  have  made  thefe  Let- 
ters Patent,  and  fcaled  them  with  our  Seals. 
Given  at  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  thii»  28th  Day  oi  Au^ 
guft,  in  the  Year  of  the  Reign  of  o^ir  faid  Lord  the 
iCing  oi  England  twenty- four. 

The 

■  Dt  Emniihui  Aiigliae,  inter  Decern  Script,  col.  %4l%.    Tbey  ase  tllh 
ia  the  Fmd.  Ang.  Ton.  II,  p.  71S, 
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The  Charter  otRjobert  Bruce^  and  fomc  otberXords^  ^^t  MdmitdU 
begins  thus : 

T«  all  tboje  U  whom  thife  pnfint  Littirsjhall  come^  or 
hears  ratrick  if «r/ ^ March  ^^li Dunbar;  Gilbert     [  *^0 
de  Umfrevile,  Earl  of  Anoisi  Robert  de  Bruce,  tbg 
Elder  \  Robert  de  Bruce  m  Toungeri  thi  young  Earl 
^Carrick)  Oneting. 

^  T^Ecaufe  that  we  now  are,  and  ever  (hall  be.  In  the 

•  rS  Faith  and  Power  of  the  Thrice-noble  Prince, 

•  and  our  dear  Lord,  Sir  Edward^  bv  the  Grace  of  God, 

•  King  oi  England^  £^f .'— The  reu  in  near  the  fame 
Terms  as  the  former. 

This  Charter  of  Submiffion  is  alfe  given  us  in  Hem* 
ingford^  omitted  in  Rymer ;'  but  the  only  Particularity 
in  it  is  the  Date,  [March  25I  fome  Months  before 
the  others,  and  even  before  Batiors  Submiffion,  which 
bears  Date  on  the  fecond  of  Jnly  following.  There 
•Tc  two  Ads  in  Rymer  [p.  714]  which  feem  to  con- 
firm this,  they  are  dated  at  Roxburgh^  May  14^  one 
to  Robert  Bruce  the  Elder,  ad  recipiendum  Homines  de 
Marchiis  ad  Pacem  ;  and  the  other  to  Robert  Bruce  the 
Younger,  ad  recipiendum  ad  Pacem  Homines  de  Comi" 
istu  de  Carrick.  And  John  Fordun,  the  Scots  Chroniclar, 
tetU  us.  That  Edward  had  made  fome  Promifes  to 
Brucfy  before  bis  £xpedid6n  againft  Scotland. 

Edward  having  received  all  their  Submiffions  to  him  The  Kiog  of 
in  the  Manner  above,  conftituted  a  new  Treafurerfor'^*»''««'jPP<^."»^ 
Scotland^  and  ordered  a  new  Great  Seal;  he  alfo  named "^"^J^^/JJ^^ 
a  new  Chancellor  and  Judges,  and  ordained  that  all  thofe 
who  held  any  of  the  Royal  Demefnes  fhould  be  called 
upon  to  do  Homage  for  the  fame;  and  all  other  Tenants 
whatfoever  ihould  fwear  Allegiance  to  him,  and  own 
themfelves  his  Subjeds  i  and  this  to  be  done  by  every 
Man's  written  Deed,  in  perpetual  Memory  of  this  Con* 
queft.  He  made  alfo  the  Earl  of  Warren  Cuftos  Regni 
Seotia,  Laftly,  the  King  alfo  willed  and  ordained,  in 
this  prefent  Parliament,  that  yo/m^  late  King  cfScot* 
hndy  both  the  John  Comynesy  with  the  reft  of  the  Scots 
Nobility,  fhould  go  with  him  back  into  England^  and 
remain  in  thofe  Parts  of  it  which  are  beyond  the  Trent  \ 
and  ihould  not  return  from  theuce^  on  Pain  of  lofmg 

Vol.  I.  H  their 
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j^i^jl^wWltbtir  Hpadfi,  untill  the  War  bttwixt  him  and  Ae  King 

of  France  was  entirely  finifhed  ". 

The  Conqueft  of  Scotland  being  thus  made,  and  that 
Kingdom  fettled  to  his  Mmd,  Edward cfMti  before  him 
t'   '  '  •   .     idl  the Cbirf Officers,  {fc.  of  the  fFt//h^  Irijh.mi  Eng^ 
ii/b  Armies,  who  had  affifted  him  in  this  great  Expedi- 
tion: He  roturoed  them  4hs  Thanks  in  a  public  Manner} 
and  added,  that  the  Crown  td  England  was  much  be- 
boldenyand  eternally  obliged,  to  tbccn  for  th»ir  Serrices  ; 
He  afterwards  difinHied  thefi  to  go  to^beir  own  Homes. 
TheXing  alfo  ordainedy  that  all.the  Lands  which  yphn 
Balicla^ni  other  Lords  heldon  the  S|>uth  of  7r«i^,.flumld 
be  feized  into  his  Hands  until!  the  FrinchWdx  was  ended* 
Afterwards  Edward-fut  an  End  to  this  Parliameot,  and 
r  1^^  ]     iilued  out  Writs  immediately  for  the  calltw  another  % 
which  was  to  meet  at  ISuEdmuadfiury  injN^vemker  fol* 
lowii^.     Laftly,  the  King  took  bis  Journey  ioto  the 
South,  and  the  Scots  Lords  aloog  with  him. 
Anno  Hegni  24.     Oi^  the  thkd  of  November j  io  the  fame  Ye^r,  Kieg 
<>'^r5'    jf  £^ord  met  his  Parliamont  agam  at  St.  EAmmdJhmry^ 
'ifyT    |Thcfe  Writs  are  ftiH  in  B^ing,  and  are  printed  both  by 
Prynne  and  DttgdaU  \  the  former  giving  us  thoTe  for  call* 
Ing  the  ICnigbts,  Citizens,  and  BurgcSTci  to  this  Parlia- 
ment; the  latter,  only  to  the  Lords  and  Clet:gy;  but 
then  uieie  mpreis  fome  IjLeaibn  for  what  they  were  fuiii« 
moned  \  which  was  in  order  to  raife  Silbfidics.  for  car^ 
rving  on  the  War  againft  France^  which  this  vidorioue 
King  had  detcrmin^  to  profecute  with  tli^  iitacioft  Vi- 
gour.   The  Laymen  contributed  chearfuUy  to  this  £x« 
pedition,  and  taixed  themfclves,  the  Citizens  and  Bur- 
chiles,  an  Eighth  Penny,  the  reft  of  the  IMVft  a  Twelfth. 
The  Clergy  re- ^^^  Clergy,  however,  4)penlyrefufed  to  give  any  Thing, 
fife  to  grant  any  and  retucned  the  King  this  Anfijrer  to  his  Demand, 
Subfidy  with^tt  That  they  could  neither  mt  nor  grant,  neither  could 
tcaye  from  ihe^  the  JCipgJ-eccive  any  S^bSdy  from  them^  without  both 

*  incurring  a  Sentetice  of  £xconununicaUo»«  which  wa^ 

*  included  in  the  Pope's  Bull  lo  that  Purpofe  */  .  Tho 
*   Kin^  was  much dt^Ieafed  at  this  ^nfwer,  but  nevertbe^ 

lefi  gave  them  Time  to  thi^k  upon  it;  aad  ie<|uired 
them  toineet  him  again  ;the  Bay  ^r  St.  Hiknjy  [Ja^ 

nuarj 

•  ^Jhuc  U.  Koxghtoo,  col.  2483, 

^  Dated  at  Bernvitk  upon  Tweed,  Aug,  26,  An,  Ittg,  24i 

«  T^  BoU  m  9JU0  pfintei  i»  tijmer,  And  ia  tke  C9mndU% 
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HMrrf  14]  ftt  Z^ndoni  to  wHic^k  Tine  and  Pla^  flii  KMMwctJb 
ParlUmMt  mi$  adijoiirnod. 

It  IS  proper  here  to  take  (bme  more  Notice  of  the 
Pope's  fidl  abovenmentioned,  becaufe  of  its  extraor^i- 
nanr  Nature.    It  was  called  Ckruis  Laiccs  by  tb^  Fnnck 
Hiftoriansy  from  the  firft  Wordsof  it)  aad  was  dated  aC 
Xmr,  Jifjrtp  KiUtmii  Mart»  Potuifiiatus  no/iri  An.  2\ 
{1296J.     Tfats  Bull  affe^ed  >roofe  thaa  the  Br^i^ 
Ckrgy. ;  the  French  thought  if  was  obtamed  by  Com^ 
plaints  from  theirs,  whom  it  fuited  as  well  as  the  EngT 
iP,  and  where  it  feemed  tp  have  made  more  Noife.  We 
have  %  great  deal  about  it  in  the  Collection  of  the  A^ 
imttr  fiiMiCadttm  Po9i.  it  Plvitippum  Regim  \  which  waa 
printed  at.i?4m,  "^^^SS^  ^^  SxtraA  of  which  is  alfo  is^ 
Archbifliop  Wake^%  Appendix.    But  this  arrogant  Power 
tke  Pepe  tlicn  affumed,  of  exefn^uag  all  the  Clergy  in  7 

ChriAeiidDm  ftom  paying  any*  fubfidial  Taxes  for  the 
Support  of  4ie  GoveramtAt  they  lived  uod^r,  was  but 
of  fliorc  J>ttrati6Q  i,  for  thisyicry  Pope,  foon  after,  by 
another  BaU«  explatnefd  aWJ^y  alfP^ft  the  v^bole  F«^ce  <3f 
dris,  and  hit  SucceiTbr,  Cktmn^  V.  in  I3q6«  a&ually 
repealed  it««-^ct  the  Reader  vrU  foon  fee  wha;(  Difturb- 
mcc  tkis'BtU  nade  amon^  the  Clergy  |n  tjijs  ICin^ 
dom.    J©r,'  ^  • 

Tbei>ay  of  die  next  $efli*o.  being  come*  ajbd  tbp 
Parliament^  with  the  Ckr^»  niet^  JSbheri  di  tV\nA.elfe9^ 
ArchbiflK>p-of  Canterhnrf^  made  tb^  following  Speeck 
tohis  Jtaetfaitn: 

Mjherds^ 

*  TT  i^  4/^  well  \a\9mi  to  yM  and  all  th;.  Wofld,The  Anhbiihop 
I  that,  under  ^  Almighty  God,  we  have  ^joth  *f  ^J'JJ^^J 

*  Spiritual  Litrd  and  a  Tenporaj  one.     The  Spiritual  q^^,^ 

*  Jjprd  it  •m  hohr  Father  the  Pope,  and  the  Temporal, 

*  our  Lord  the  iUng..    And  though  we  owe  thetifi  both     \^o^\ 

*  Obedieiicf  r  yet  we  are  under  more  Subfeillon  to  the  > 
^  Spintual*  Butt  to  do  all  t^af  ]&  in  our  Power  fa  pleafe 

*  both,  we  are  willing  to  fend  fpecial  MelFengers  to  ofir 

*  holy  F^ither  the  Pope;  at  ou^  own  £xpence^  ta  defire 

*  ikit  he  WOiiid  grant  ys  Leave  to  oblige  the  ]Sj^  iiv 
^  this  Matter ;  or,  at  leaft,  we  {ball  have  an  AnTwer 
^  from  htm  what  we  otlght  to  do.   We  do  believe,  that 

*  OUT  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  ts  as  fearful  of  incurring 

H  2  this 
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ming  Biwardl.  <"  Hiii  Sentence  of  fixcommunication  ad  vy«  ourfclvcs  can 
^  be ;  fo,  my  dear  Lords,  we  deiire  that  yoo  would 

*  fend  fomc  felea  Pcl-fons  out  of  your  Body,  to  inform 

*  the  King  of  this  Matter ;  for  we,  who  know  hour 
^  much  the  King  is  incenfed,  are  quite  afraid  to  deliver 
«  fuch  a  Meflage  to  him  ^Z 

However,  the  Clergy  thought  fit  to  fend  two  of  their 
town  Body,  the  Bifliops  of  Hereford  and  Norwich^  to  the 
King ;  and  there  is  a  Copy  of  their  Credentials  in  th^ 
Councils^  under  the  Archbifliop*s  Sfeal,  at  theRequeft  of 
the  whole  Body  of  the  Clergy,  dated  13  KaL  Feb.  [Jem^ 
20]  and  immediately  after  we  have  the  Denunciation  of 
the  Sentence  of  Excommunication  by  the  Archbifhop 
againft  the  Infringers  of  the  Ecclefiaftical  Immunities^ 
dated  14  KaL  Mar. 
The  Ring  putt     But  we  find  that  the  King  was  not  fo  much  afraid  of 
^^^'K^^»*<>f  the  Pope*s  Bull  as  the  Archbifliop  pretended  j  for  he  had 
and  i^es  Uwir  ^^  fooner  heard  the  Clergy's  Anfwer  to  his  Demand^ 
i.aAds«  l>ut  he  thundered  out  an  Excommunication,  indeed^ 

againft  them  all.  He  immediately  put  the  Archbifhop^ 
and  the  whole  Body  of  the  Englift>  Clergy,  out  of  his 
Proteflion  and  Defence;  and  ordered  that  all  their 
Xand^  and  Polleffions,  throughout  the  whole  Realm^ 
fliould  be  fcizcd  to  his  Ufe  '.  This  Edid  had  the  Con- 
feht  oF  the  Earls,  Barons,  and  otbei^  who  conftituted 
this  Parliament,  which  continued  to  fit  whiift  Sill  the 
Bifliops  were  excluded.  The  Chief  Juftice  of  the  King^ 
Bench,  John  de  Metinghaniy  fitting  in  his  Tribunal^ 
fays  Knyghton^  pronounced  Sentence  againft  the  Clergy 
in  thefe  Words : 

•You  that  are  theProfti^rs,  or  Attomies,  for  the 
^  Arthbiihops,  Bifhops,  Abbots,  and  Priors,  with  the 

*  reft  of  the  Clergy,  take  Notice  to  acquaint  all  your 

*  Matters,  that,  for  the  future,  no  Manner  of  Juftice 
t  104  ]     *  ftall  be  done  them  in  any  of  the  King's  Courts,  on 

*  ariy  Caufe  whatfoever  j  but  Juftice  (hall  be  had  againft 

*  them  to  every  one  that  will  complain  and  require  it 
»ofusP 

*  O  rriirabile  W  inauditum^  Aurihus  horribile  !  cries  the 
Canon  of  LtUefter ;  ^nd  others  of  the  Monkiih  Writers 

of 

r  Heminifwrd,  Ktinbton^  Sec  Tht  laft  Words  of  this  Speech  ax«»— -« 
iV«f  emim,  JaeMie$  IndigMationcm  eja4  atcenftm,  inremur  ommittp  talia  num* 
cUre. 

a  Fecit  RexfgilUri  mtM  Ecchjufiic^nm  Oftia  H^rre^natu  Mat,  Weftt 
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•f  thofe  Tillies  exclaim  ad  loud  againft  this  Proceed- King  fiiMi^i* 

inz  \    The  Miferies  that  the  Clergy  fuffered,  alona 

with  their  Archbifliop,  on  Account  of  the  aforefaid 

Sentence  againft  them,  were  very  great ;  infomuch  that 

a  poor  Vicar  or  Parfon,  when  they  had  Occafion  to  go 

abroad,  were  glad  to  doiath  themfelves  like  Laymen, 

to  pais  through  the  Country  with  Safetv  i  for  if  they 

were  robbed  or  fpoiled  on  the  King's  Highway,  they 

could  have  no  Reftitution  or  Redreis.    Indeed,    the 

whole  Body  of  them  were  ftrucic  into  a  dreadful  Panic 

by  this  Blow;  but  moftof  them  compounded  the  Matter 

with  the  King  for  a  Fine,  and  received  the  King's  Letters 

of  Prote<3ion ;  which  muft  have  raifed  a  vaft  Sum  of 

Money  in  thofe  Days  ^. 

But,  before  King  Edward  tranfported  himfelf  and 
his  Army  into  Flanders^  to  proiecute  the  War  againft 
Franci^  he  fummoned  ail  Men  that  owed  him  Service; 
and  all  others  that  were  pofTefled  oi  Twenty  Pounds  a- 
year  Lands,  let  them  hold  from  whom  they  would,  to  ' 

meet  him  at  London.  They  were  to  come  ready  pre- 
pared with  Horfe  and  Arms  to  to  over  with  the  King, 
and  this  without  any  Excufe  or  Delay.  The  Summons 
was  obeyed,  and  a  very  great  Number  of  armed  Men 
appeared  on  this  Occafion  '.  It  has  been  faid,  that 
foroe  of  their  Leaders  or  Nobles  then  prefent  thought  [  lor  ] 
proper  to  reprefent  to  the  King,  that  it  was  not  advife- 
able  for  him  to  go  abroad  without  being  firft  reconciled 
to  the  Archbifbop  :  That  he  took  their  "Advice,  and 
was  fo  far  reconciled  to  the  Prelate,  that  he  made  him  ^ 
Guardian  to  his  Son  the  Prince,  and,  jointly  with  Sir 
Reginald  Gny^  left  him  Regefit  over  England.  'But 
this  is  abfolutely  falfe  \  for  Edward  miftrulted  him  too 
H  3  much 

^  KKf^btoM  goes  on,  tn^  fays,  Cotmnum't  yuftitia  fv^  omnihus  tatert 
diieret^  tarn  hcoiit  quam  Meniitnix,  cuo  SfiHtu  xefchf  Clcfo  Chnmdf^ 
ittiatur  J  ancilaturqui  &  fervit  ac  fulpiditatur  ipfa  Mtter  Ecclefia,  qu^ 
fikhat  sMtifmitm  tilih  iminsri :  P^ia  fwftr  ^fut  eUvaMtur^  &  ftue 
JMat  em&it  fpUndeJcere,  fmente  Miferationtt,  jtm  a  Mifiruordla  Dti 
dtar  &  oifufcMtur  Vmbraeuio  CrudtKtatiu  Knyghtoa  intfr  Decern  Scrip- 
toies^  col.  2492. 

c  H^WsM  Thwut  9  Monk  of  S.  AuguJHtCt  in  Canteriury,  Uyt,  That 
their  Monaftery  compounded  for  200  /.  and  200  Qijarters  of  Corn  of  diffe- 
rent Kindi  of  Grain.    D£Cfm  Serif  tores,  col.  1 965, 

Tbe  Arcbbiihop  ftood  out  agatnft  the  King  in  this  Master ;  left  bit 
Palace,  and  retired  with  two  Servants  only  to  Chartbam.    Idem* 

A  Trivet  and  Hemingford^  both  Contemporary  HiAorians,  call  thia 
Mceua^  a  Parliament,    They  were  calUd  \9h9nd9nf  ^gyfi  i,  I297t 
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m^iEdfv^ri  Lnxichto^rant  him  any  fuch  Power,  as  will  bctftr  apf^u 

in  the  Sequel^  and  left  th«  Regency  tn  other  Handa  ^^ 

Neverthelefs,  he  reftored  him  all  his  Lay^Fees,  Goods* 

i^c.  at  the  earneft  Requeft  of  the  Prelates  of  his  Pro-r 

vince '. 

Edward  did  not  profpcr  fo  well  in  this  French  Waf 
inbej«ft  rtvolt  ^^  ^^  j^^j  ^^^^  j^  ^1^^  j^^    q^j^g  ^^^^^  ^^^  jl^^  Advan-T 

-  tage  of  his  Abfence  to  revolt  v  and,  under  the  Condu^ 

oitt^illiam  Wallace^  committed  great  Ravagtes  in  Eng-, 
land.  Things  were  not  quite  well  at  home  neither  i 
Edwardy  before  his  Departure^  had  greatly  difobli^ed 
fome  of  his  Lords  ;  of  which  Humphry  di  Bohuuy  £.arl 
of  Hereford^  High  Conftable  of  England^  and  Rager 
Bygot,  Earl  Marefchal,  were  the  Chief.  Thefe  Gre^t 
Men  raifed  an  Infurre^ion  in  the  King's  Abfence ;  by 
which  Means,  and  by  the  Revolt  of  the  ScotSy  the  Peac# 
of  the  Kingdom  was  much  endangered. 

iLano  Regni  %%.     The  Occafion  of  this  Quarrel  is  faid  by  fom«  Writers 

x*97«        to  happen  at  a  Parliament  called  to  meet  at  Salijbury^ 

^  Saiifiurj,  '»  ^ift^  ^*  Matthiae,  before  the  King  went  abroad ;  at 

which  Meeting  the  Clergy  were  totally  excluded  «,  The 

King  infilled  that  moft  of  the  Nobility  there  prefent 

C  *^^  ]     ihould  attend  him  to  the  French  War,  but  maijy  ex- 

cufed  tbemfelves ;  whereat  Edward  being  greatly  mo* 

ved^  he  plainly  told  them  that  they  ihould  go,  or  h« 

would  give  their  Lands  to  thofe  that  would.     The 

Kobles  were  very  much  offended  at  this  Blunt'nefs  in 

^        the  King  ^  and  fome  of  the  chiefeil,  viz.  the  Earls  of 

Jhrefard  and  Marefchal,  told  the  King  ^hal  ihey  were 

ready  to  attend  him  if  he  went  in  Perfon,  otherwife  they 

would  not  go.    The  Marefchal  added,  that  if  the  King 

went;  he  fhould  willingly  attend  him  in  his  Wars,  and 

take  his  hereditary  Poft  in  the  Vanguard  of  the  Army, 

hut^  fays  the  King,  you  Jhall  goy  whether  1  do  or  noti, 

I 

f  See  ^ymer's  Tcei*  p.  7^1,  it  Ed^ardo  TiUe  "Regh  Locum  tenemtt  in 
iUglia. 

f  The  Aft  of  Rdtitotion  to  the  Arc1it>ifliop  il  pnnt^  in  PrymKs  PiirL 
JR<^.  Vol,  III.  p.  jzi,  from  claut  25  £Jw.  1.  m.  12^  dated  Jufy  i-i,  »t 
W^fninfiiri  previous  to  which  are  Compositions  ofj  and  Prote^oa^ 
granted  to,  a  great  Nuwber  of  the  Clergy. 

t  Et  bahito  Rtx  par/iamento  cum  fuU  Baronikus,  Clero  exclufo.  CfirM* 
f?»/.  Thorn,  inter  Decern  Hcriptores,  cql.  1965. 

DugdUU  gives  us  the  Summons  to  this  Parliament,  to  meet  apuA  Sa- 
torn  Die  Domhtica  in  FeJIc  5.  Matthiap,  ycb,  24,  i*97t  Tefii  Rege  a^ 
"Wclynf,  Jaa»ft6«  .      *  - 
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Iamn(d  fi  hounds  quoth  the  Earl,  tuithtr  4t  I purp^^^i^i^^rdU 
to  go  without  you.  The  King,  tbeo  in  a  great  Rage, 
faid.  By  Godj  Sir  Earl,  youJhaU  eiihtr  go  or  hang.  And^  ^f^^  ^ 
Sir  Kit^^  by  tht  fame  Oath^  replied  the  Earl,  boldly,  t^hi/Bi»»? 
/  ji^U  neither  go  nor  hang.  Anid  fo  they  both  left  the 
King  abruptly,  without  taking  any  Leave,  and  the  Par- 
liament broke  up  without  doing  any  further  Bufineliu 
Edward,  after  this,  refolved  to  go  over  in  Perfon,  bu(t 
the  Lords  then  would  not  go  along  with  him^  fo  haughty 
and  ftubborn  were  the  Kobility  in  thofe  Days.  Yet,  notr 
withftanding  the  ill  Correfpondence  between  the  King 
and  thefe  Great  M^n.  at  ihis  Aff^mbly,  k  feems  they 
agreed  well  enough  how  to  proceed  with  the  Clergy  i 
for  an  anonymous  Chronicle  in  the  Bodleian  Library  * 
relates,  ^  Inat  the  King,  and  bis  Barons  and  Knights 
^ere  aflembled,  pafled  an  Ordinance,  That  if  the  Clergy 
did  not  make  their  Peace  with  the  King,  .within  a  cer*. 
tain  Time  then  limited,  they  fliould  lofe  all  that  was' 
already  feized  by  the  King»  and.it  fhould  not  be  Uvfful 
for  any  one,  from  thenceforth^  to  have  any  common 
Dealing  with  them.  Thk  fevere  Ordinance  brought 
many  of  them  to  their  Compodtions  inmiedTately. 

But  the  AiFair  between  the  ^!ng  and  his  haugh^ 
Barons  deferves  a  little  farther  Di^uifition.  Several 
antient  Hiftorians,  fuch  as  Trivet,  Hemingfoi^dy  t^'c. 
who  were  Contemporaries,  relate  the  Story,  which  hao- 
pened  in  the  Parliament  at  Salijbury^  at  above.  This 
Difpute,  with  the  Revolt  in  Scotland  at  that  Time,  per- 
plexed the  King  very  much,  and  hindered  his  intended 
Expedition ;  and  there  arc  in  the  Fwdera  feveral  Letters 
to  his  Allies  and  Friends  abroad,  fent  to  excufe  and  in* 
form  them  with  the  Reaibns  of  his  Delay;  fa  that  it.was 
not  till  Augujl  this  Year  that  Edward  embarked  for 
France  \  leaving  his  Son,  with  fomc  other  Lords,.  Re- 
gents in  his  Room.  But  before  the  King  left  England 
be  took  Care  to  inform  all  his  Subjects  of  tne  Behaviour 
of  the  Barons  to  him,  by  circular  Letters  fent  to  aJl  the 
Sheriffs,  which  related  all  that  had  pafs'd  between  them ; 
a  Copy  of  which,  in  French^  is  in  Rymer  and  fome  other 
Hiftorians, 

Nor  were  the  two  Earls  backward  m  fhewtng  dleir 
Hxfentmcnt  againft  the  King,  but  puMUhed  certain  Ar- 

ticlci 

^  See  Archbidiop  JfJu^i  A^^tuil»^  1 
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King  £Ji9^i  I. tides  of  Grievances  in  the  State»  which  they  expeSeJ 
fhould  be  redrefled  by  the  King  before  they  would  )oin 
with  him.  Nay,  they  went  further;  for,  on  the  King^s 
Departure,  the  two  Earls,  Marefchal  and  Hereford^ 
went  to  the  Treafurer  and  Barons  of  the  Exchequer, 
forbidding  them,  in  the  Name  of  the  whole  Community 
of  the  Realm,  as  well  Clergy  as  Laity,  to  levy  the 
Eighth  Pemiy,  given  in  the  Parliament  at  Si.  Eimunif* 
^ryy  and  denying  that  it  ever  was  legally  granted  ^. 
,  Xaftly,  they  applied  to  the  Citizens  of  London  to  ftand 
^  by  them  ^ 

To  remedy  thcfe  Evils,  and  to  clofe  up  the  Diffi?* 

rences  with  the  difcontented  Lords  in  Time,  the  Re* 

Aano  Rcgoi  25.  gf n^  thought  proper  to  call  a  Parliameojt  in  Prince 

1197.        £^t(;/7r^8  Name,  and  to  fummon  them  to  meet  at  Lon* 

At  Undeu     ^^  ^"  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  O^ober^  in  the  fame  Year,   1297  •. 

The  Lords  paid  a  willin|  Obedience  to  this  new  Sum* 

mons  from  their  future  Kmg,  and  came  at  the  Time  and 

Place  appointed :  But  their  Appearance  was  fmall» 

there  being  only  the  Archbifhop  and  fix  Bifliops,  23 

]      Abbots  and  Priors,  the  Earls  of  Hirefordy  Norfoli^  and 

'      Marefchal,  with  eight  other  Barons,  which  is  eafily 

accounted  for^  as  many  of  the  reft  attended  the  King 

abroad. 

•         ^         However,  the  difcontented  Lords  did  not  come  with- 

^      '^  •'     out  a  ftrong  Guard  to  fecure  their  Perfons,  having  500 

Hoffemen  well  armed,  and  a  large  Body  of  choice  Foot 

to  attend  them ;  nor  would  they  enter  the  City  untiH 

they  were  allowed  to  place  a  fufficient  Number  of  their 

own  Men  at  each  Gate  of  it  for  their  better  Security. 

This  being  granted,  the  Lords  came  quietly  to  their 

Seats  in  Parliament;  where,  after  many  and  various 

Confultations  and  Debates  ',  the  Archbifhop  of  Canter- 

hury  being  Mediator  in  thefe  Differences,  the  Lords 

.  would  agree  to  no  Reconciliation,  unlefs  the  Kii^ 

tic£!'^MagM  would  confent  to  confirm  Mo^na  Charta  and  the  Char- 

Cbarta,&€,i^xo-itt  of  Forcfts,  With  fomc  additional  Articles  \  and  that 

V^^^l  he  would  neither  defire  nor  cxaft  any  Aid  or  vexatious 

Tax, 

i  This  Record  it  in  Madcx\  Btjlory  ^f  the  Excbequtr,  p.  614. 
k  Privet,  HtmtMgftfJt 

1  Dnidalt  has  given  ui  the  Summons  to  the  Lords,  tod  Prynnt  to  t)M 
Commons,  Vol.  III.  p.  736. 

n  Ubi  tandem  fofi  Ctnfilia  multa  et  7ra3Miiu  variv,  &«#    Ko JghtO«^ 
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Tax>  cither  from  the  Clergy  or  the  People,  for  the  King  iliwfrfli 

future,  without  the  Advice  and  Confent  of  his  Great 

Men.  Further,  that  all  Rancour  and  Malice  might  front  | 

henceforth  be  removed  from  the  Minds  of  them  ahd  all 

others  their  AiTociates,  the  following  Writing  was  agreed 

to,  and  ordered  to  be  drawn  up  in  thefe  Words  for  the 

King  to  confirm: 

1^0  Manntr  of  Tax  or  Aid  Jhall  oither  be  impofed  or 

gathered  by  ui  or  our  HeirSy  for  the  future^  on  iur  King'-- 

dom^  without  the  common  Confent  and  Frie-Will  of  the 

Jrchbi/bopSy   Bi/hopsy    and  other  Prelates^   the  Marls^ 

Baronsi  Knights^  BurgeJ/ieSj  and  other  free  Men  of  this 

Realm.     We  will  not  take  to  ourfelf  am  Corny  Wool^ 

HideSy  9r  any  other  Kind  of  Goods  whatfoever^  without 

the  Confent  of  the  P  erf  on  to  whom  fuch  Goods  belong*    fVe 

will  not  take y  for  the  future y  in  any  Namey  or  on  any  Oc^ 

cafwn  whatfoevevy  Evill  Tolle  "  of  any  Pack  of  IVooU 

We  will  and  granty  for  us  and  our  HeirSy  that  all  the 

Clergy  andLaity  of  the  Kingdom  Jhall  have  all  their  Laws, 

Libertiesy  and  Cufiomsy  as  freely  and  fully  as  ever  they 

enjoyed  them  at  any  Time,     And  if  any  Thing  he  enaSfed 

*    or  ordained  againfi  any  Article  in  this  prefent  Writing  by 

tts  or  our  Ancejlorsy  or  anj  new  Cujtoms  introducedy  vJe 

vtill  and  grant  that  fuch  Cujloms  or  Statutes  be  for  ever 

null  and  void.   We  do  remit  alfoy  to  Humphry  de  Bohun,     r  j^g  i 

Earl  of  Hereford  and  Effcx.  Conjlahle  £/*  England; 

Roger  Bygot,  £jr/  ^  Norfolk,  arid  Marefchal  oT'Eng" 

land  J  and  others  the  Earlsy  Baronsy  KnightSy  ^Squtres^ 

end  to  John  de  Ferrers,  and  to  all  others  his  Colleagues 

end  ConfederateSy  and  alfo  to  all  thofe  that  hold  Twenty 

Pounds  Lands  either  of  us  in  Chief y  or  of  others  in  our 

Kingdom  who  were  fummoned  to  go  into  Flanders  and  did 

not  appear y  all  Manner  of  Rancour  and  III- Will  whichy 

for  the  aforefaid  CaufeSy  we  might  have  taken  againfl 

thtnty  and  alfo  all  Kinds  of  TranfgreJJions  which  to  us  or 

ours  may  have  been  doney  to  the  making  of  this  prefeitt 

Writing.     Andy  for  the  greater  Security  of  this  matter^ 

ute  will  and  granty  for  us  and  our  Heirs y  that  all  Arch- 

bijbops^ 
a  M^  70ita,  «k/  Uiiui^  Tolls,  Gallic^  Mmh-fute^  Bvtl  ToU.    See 
^wr*f  GUfarium  odDtctm  Scriptofo,       i  See  alio  Um  Uft  £4itioA.of 
lhfrifiie\  GUJ/ary. 

The  Tax  was  401.  for  every  Sack  of  Wool,  uken  without  Conieot  of 
Parliament.  See  Suiuta  si  Urgf^  aai  C9ki*%  %i  Infi,  p.  516,  for  thii 
Bxmarable  Sutuce, 
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XXhlEdvftrih lifieps  and  B'tJhop$  of  England  /ball  for  evir^  in  tbeir 
Cathidral  Churchts^  have  tbts  prefent  ff^riting  read^  and 
/hall  publlckly  excommunicate  as  well  thergy  as  caufe  it  to  be 
done  in  the  fever al  Parijh  Churches  throughout  their  Dio* 
€efes^  twice  in  a  Tear^  all  thofe  who  /hall  feek  to  weaken 
tD€  Force  oftbefe  Prefent s  in  any  jtrticUy  or  in  any  Man^ 
tier  whatfoever. 

In  Tefiimony  of  which  we  have  put  our  Seal  to  this  pre- 
fent fVritingy  together  with  the  Seals  of  the  Jrchii/hops^ 
Bi/hops^  Earlsj  Barons ^  and  others j  who^  of  their  own 
Accord^  fwore  to  obferve  flriiily  the  Tenor  of  thefe  Pre- 
fent s^  in  all  and  every  Article y  to  the  heft  of  their  Powers. 
And  for  the  due  Ohfervance  of  which  they  promifed  all 
their  Aid  and  Advice  for  ever  **. 

Wc  think  it  entirely  confiftcnt  with  the  Subjcft  of  our 
Hiftory,  that  every  Word  of  the  preceding  Charter,  as 
near  as  it  can  be  tranflated,  fhould  find  a  Place  in  this 
/  Work.  It  is  a  Step  into  the  Prerogative  much  bolder  and 
I  wid^r  than  what  was  made  by  the  gaining  of  the  QreaC 
Charter  or  that  of  the  Forcfts ;  and  may  be  truly  faid  to 
be  the  Foundation  of  our  prefent  Parliamentary  GranU 
to  the  Crown.  The  young  Prince  did  not  hefitate  at 
all  to  confirm  the  Decree,  as  far  as  it  was  in  bis  Power ; 
and  gave  the  offending  Lords  his  Letters  Patent  to  them 
and  all  their  Followers,  that  no  Manner  of  Harm  fhould 
come  to  them;  and  promifed  alfo  in  the  faid  Letters, 
f  109  1  ^^^  h^  would  do  his  utmofl  to  induce  his  Father  to  con^ 
fent  to  all  their  Demands :  Likewife  all  the  JSling't 
Council,  that  were  prefent  at  this  Parliament,  promi^d 
under  their  Hands  to  a£l  accordingly. 

This  Concord  of  Peace  and  Unity,  fays  our  Author  ', 

fpve  an  univerfal  Joy  to  all  the  Kingdom.  The  Prc- 
ates.  Earls,  and  Barons,  adds  he,  that  were  Commif* 
fioners  for  the  King  in  this  Matter,  were  Robert  de  IFin^ 
^elfea^.  Aichhxihop  of  Canterbury  i  Henry  Murdac^  cled 
Archbi(hop  of  York  j  the  Bifbops  oi  London ^  Ely^  Bath^ 
and  Coventry ;  the  Earls  of  Cornwally  Jf^arren^  War- 
Ufickj  and  Oxford;  the  Barons  were  John  Gyff'ard^ 
Henry  de  Percy ^  and  Reginald  d$  Grey\  with  maay  other 
Clerks  and  Laymen. 

All 

•  From  the  moft  correA  Copjf  prefcrvsd  by  Walfr  Rmingfirdt 
>  if.  Knygbton,  col.  2924I 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


g^  E  N  <?  LAND.  ia$ 

Att  Arfe  Lords*  «s^r.  fwow  upM  the  Mefrd  Bvangc-  W^WfcW* 
Efts^  for  the  |reaier  Securitj  that  the  afbrefjrid  revalteti 
Earls  and  their  Followers  ftioiild  be  entirely  indemntfied 
by  cbem  againft  the  King;  To  whkh  ckofe  Lorde  un^ 
fwered,  biJtke  Manner,  that  if  the  King  would  ratify 
gad  coofirm  all  the  aforefaid  Articles,  they  wooM  bt 
entire^  at  his  Gommand,  either  to  go  over  into  Fltm^ 
dirs^  or  march  againft  the  King's  Enemies  in  Statland- 

Mefengers  were  immediauly  difpatched  to  **^^  ^"^  2^^i,*^tj^ 
in  Flanders^  with  Letters  to  him  from  his  own  Secret!-*  King,  ^ 
ries,  intimating  that,  if  he  regarded  bis  own  Honour  and* 
Safety,  or  hoplsd  to  preTerve  his  Kingdom,  he  (houM 
fend  back  the  Writings  confirmed  and  fealed.  The 
King  being  driven  to  a  Strait,  took  three  Days  Time  to 
con&er  ol  this  Meflage ;  and  then,  that  he  might  gain 
the  Hearts  of  the  Revolters  once  more  to  him,  wifely 
CDofented  to  all,  and  confirmed  them  accordingly  9.  For 
this  extraordinary  C^ncefion  of  the  King,  the  Par-^ 
liament  granted  Mm  a  Nimh  Penny  on  the  Laity;  and 
Ac  Archbiflwpof  Ctf»r^*ifr7,  with  his  Clergy,  notwith- 
ftaoding  the  Pope's  Bull,  gave  a  Tenth ;  the  Archbifhop 
of  Tork^  with  his  Clergy,  who  were  more  in  the  Neigh-* 
bourhood  of  Danger,  a  Fifth  Penny,  as  a  Subfidy  to 
carry  on  the  War  againft  Scviland.  The  Wool  which 
the  King  had  already  taken  from  the  Religious  Houfes, 
and  others  of  the  People,  he  promifed  ibould  be  ac-* 
coun^  for  in  the  CoUe£tion  of  this  Fifth. 

Edwariy  after  this^  fent  his  Letters  pitirticularly  to  rd«     [  no  ] 
quire  the  aforefaid  revolted  Lords,  as  well  as  all  the  reft 
of  the  Great  Men  who  were  then  in  Englandi  that,  aa 
^^y  regarded  him,  or  the  Honour  of  the  Englijh  Na* 
tion,  they  iboaJd  march  diredUy  into  Scotland^  under 
the  Command  of  the  Earl  of  IVarren^  whom  he  had  ^^^  j^     .  ^^ 
conftttuted  his  Vicegerent  for  that  Expedition.    He  alfo       1298. 
appointed  a  Day  for  them  to  meet  at  York ',  and,  in  the      ^^  ^^^^ 
mean  Time,  to  get  themfelves  in  Readine^  to  proceed 
fcom  thence  and  chaftife  the  Sc$ts  Rebels.    This  Meet- 
iog  Hamngfori  and  Knfghtan  call  a  Parliament^  and 

there- 

q  They  were  ^Kffi^  Vy  tke  King,  at  Chnt  ta  Fiamitn^  tfud  Gandavdm^ 
5  id,  Nov. 

r  Oaa^h  S.  Hilaru,  Jan.  a  I.     KwygbtM.  Crtfi.  mil.  Hem, 

Trtvet  £4ys»  CoarvMtent*  in  OBavit  S»  HiUna*  fuklnsts^  Onfirmttkna 
Cbartantm,  Articukrum^  adjeSvum  vtrjut  SryHay  pr9Ct£'trunt%     MaCr 
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Iting  Eimmrd  h  therefore  we  do  the  f^Mttt^  though  none  of  the  Commons 
'  were  called  to  it«  and  feenis  to  be  chiefly  defigned  to  try 
whether  the  Setts  Lords  would  come,  as  Edward  by  his 
Letters  had  fummoosd  them  to  do,  without  any  Excufe, 
otherwife  they  ihould  be  taken  for  pubtic  Enemies.  At 
the  Day  prenxed  the  Englijb  Lords  appeared  at  Tork: 
There  were,  particularly,  the  Earl  oJF  Wamn^  the 
King's  General;  the. Earl  of  GUucifttr\  the  Earl  Mare<« 
fchai ;  the  Earls  of  Hertford  and  Arundtl\  Gtty^  Son 
to  the  Earl  of  Warwick ;  John  de  Stgraw ;  and  many 
other  Lords.  The  firft  Thing  they  went  upon  was  the 
Confideration  of  themfelves ;  and  accordingly  they  had 
Magna  Cbarta^  the  Foreft  Charter,  with  dl  the  addi* 
tional  Articles^  read  puhlickly  in  the  Cathedral  Church 
of  T^rk  %  and  the  Bifliop  of  CarliJU^  in  Pontificalibus^ 
pronounced  the  Sentence  of  Excommunication  on  all 
thofe  that  offended  againft  them.  And  as  the  Scots 
Lords  did  not  think  fit  to  appear  according  to  Summons, 
nor  fend  any  one  to  anfwer  for  them,  it  was  agreed  that, 
in  eight  Dajrs  following,  every  one  (bould  appear,  in 
Arms  at  NiwcafiU  upon  Tym^  and  fo  to  march  againft 
the  Enemy. 

In  the  mean  Time  Edwardy  having  concluded  a 
Truce  for  two  Years  with  France^   turned   all   his 
Thoughts  on  Scotland^  and  fent  Word  to  the  Earl  of 
Wamriy  his  General,  not  to  proceed  with  the  Army 
any  farther  than  Btrvfick  till  his  Return.     He  arrived 
there  in  Pcrfon  fome  Ihort  Time  after ;  and  the  firft 
[  III  ]     Thing  that  the  King  did  aftcf  his  coming  back  to  Eng* 
x>     •   ti  i^^y  ^^s  (^  <^^11  ^  great  Council  together  at  London^  on 
ifsT'      Palm-Sunday y  [March  30]  where  it  was  refolvcd  to  re- 
move  the  Courts  of  King's  Bench  and  Exchequer  to 
At  Undon.    Ycrk  %  and  to  fummon  a  Parliament  to  meet  in  that  City 
on  the  Fcaft  of  Pentecoft  following.     The  Writs  fof 
fummoning  the  Knights,  Citizens,  and  BurgefTes  to  this 
Parliament  are  ftill  extant  ^ ;  and  here  the  King,  by 
Word  of  Mouth,  confirm'd  to  them  the  Charters  above- 
mentioned  ;  and,  as  the  Annals  of  Worctjier  obferve, 
*  not  out  of  Fear,  .but  of  his  own  free  Will,  and  without 

*  any 

*  The  OrtSifiaoce  for  removing  the  Coorts  of  Juftice  to  7#rJ(,  is  bid.  b^ 
Jiyley^  to  be  made  in  «  Patlument  at  London,  in  Eafter,  this  Year  ;  rt  futi 
Scaccarius  tt  Bancus  jUnt  infra  CafitUum  Ebor,  tec,     Ry^*  P-  22.5. 

c  The  Writs  tt«  dated  at  Fuihatu,  ^j>riJ  13,  jitrno  Regni  26. 
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f  any  Grant  of  Money  jfbr  iC*/    The  Sc9ts  Lords  wereKiasMMri/l, 

•gain  fiimmoned  to  appear  at  this  Parliament;  which 

tiSey  not  regarding^  he  fent  out  hit  CSommiffion  of  Ar-r 

ray,  ordering  ail  his  Subjeds  to  be  ready,  with  Horfe 

and  Harnefs,  at  Roxburgby  on  the  Foaft  of  St.  Jobm 

£d^r$/?  following;  which  was  done  accordingly*     After  _^ 

ihis  happened  the  fatal  Battle,  to  the  Scots ^  of  FMrk  J  ^^^ 

in  which  the  Bngtijb  gained  a  complete  Victory  over 

their  Arosy,  andj  retook  all  the  Towns  and  Fortrefles 

which  had  been  loft  in  the  £ang's  Abfence,  ,  4 

Edward^  after  his  Retmn  out  of  JS^otlanJj  continued 
in  the  North  ot  .England  till  after  Chrifimas ;  when, 
leairing  all  Things  quiet,  he  returned  to  London ;  aad|  ^^'^  ^^  *7* 
Iboo  after  he  got  there,  called  a  Parliament  to  meet  on  <     '^^* 
the  firft  Swn^  in  i#wr,  [March  8]  the  Writs  for  it '  At  L^mhw. 
bearkigDate  {by  Jhtgdalt^  ftom  clauf.  27  Edtu.  I.  m«  8. 
in  dorio)  apud  P$t^im  di  Tulye,  Feb^  6,  1299. 

The  firft  Thing  that  was  done  at  thi^  Meeting,  was  ^ 
to  read  before  them  the  Pope's  Inftrument  of  Award  be*  p^*JJ^,l^f^ 
tween  the  Icings  of  France  and  England^  who  had  agreed  tor  between  th« 
to  niake  him,  as  a  piivkte  Pcrfon  only,  under  the  Name  K."»g»of£jijZ«W 
xABenidia  Cajettin^  the  amicable  Compofer  and  Arbi:.  *"**  ^'^^"''* 
ter  of  all  Wars,  Controverfies,  Differences,  and  Caufes 
whatever  moved  between  thein^     This  JChara^ler  was 
worthy  of  the  Chriftian  Pontiff;  and  accordingly  he 
did  award  and  pronounce, 

I.  •  ripHAT  there  fliould  be  a  firm  and  ftable  Peace 
^    X     between  the  two  Kings. 

II.  *  That  the  voluntary  forbearing  of  Hoftility,  and 
^  the  Truce  lately  made  arid  confirmed  between  the  two 
^  Kings,  £^c.  (hould  be  inviolably  obferved. 

III.  '  That  the  King  of  EngUnd  fhould  marry  Mar^ 

*  garity  the  King  of  Franc/s  Sifter,  and  endow  her  with 

*  159000/.  Tumois  (i.  /.  3750/.  Stirling)  pir  Ann. 

IV.  ♦  That  IfabeU  the  Daughter  of  the  King  of 

*  Francis  not  then  fcven  Years  old,  fhould,  at  conve*     [1x2] 

*  nicnt  Time,  be  married  to  Edward  the  King  of  Eng^ 
^  loft^z  Son,  then  thirteen  Years  of  Age>  with  the  Dower 

*  of  18,000/.  Tumoisy  per  Ann* 

v.*  That 

•  — —  in  Ehdowmdi  Pentecoflct,  mpud  Eboricum,  omnia  ^ust  print 
Btrvm'hnt  it  Ctmmumtati  Terra  RtJt  €Qnef£lt  ^  noa  Timere  tern'tnt,  fed 
mrg  V§linttat4  #f  /nt  fnci;  c^nfrmavit^    Aimal.  Wyjora. 
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Ring  ESarnpii.     If.  «  That  all  Godds  on  either  Sde^  Ships  tffeddiy% 
^  taken  before  the  War,  and  then  not  embeeskd  or  de^ 

*  ftro^d,  fhould  be  reftored ;  and  if  deAvo^nxi  and  oot  * 
^  to  foe  foond,  then  either  Kiftg  to  make  Sattsfa^on  ac 

*  the  Rcqueft  of  cadi  other* 

VI.  ^  That  all  the  Lands,  Vaffiils,  and  Goods  wbkh 
^  the  King  of  Engiand  had  in  Fratue  before  the  Warv 
^  which  he  may  have  raftered  id  hira  by  Tirtue  of  this 
'Compromifet  he  (bould  hUve  and  ea^Qy.tmder  fiidi 
^  Conditions  and  Security  as  fliall  be  awarded. 
.    VII.  *  That  all  the  Lands,  Vaffals,  and  Goods  which 

*  the  King  of  France  was  then  pofieiiDd  of,  that  were  the 

*  King  of  England's  before  the  War,  and  tfcoie  tfie  JLiag 
^  of  England  was  then  poilefled  of,  ftddd  be  put  tattt 

*  the  Hands  and  Poffeffion  of  the  Pope,  and  fo  to  icouim 

*  untill  the  Krngs  themfelves  agrecad  about  them«  or  he 

*  ihould  order  what  was  therein  to  be  dooe,  without 
<  Prejudice  to  the  Lands,  Vailali,  and  Goods  ;  or  the 

*  Kings,  as  to  the  P^flS^on^  DtteAtbu^  or  Property  <^ 

*  them/ 

.♦ . 

This  PconuoQiationt  or  Awiu-d,  ^yv^  datfd  at  the 
Pope's  Palace  gt  Sjme^  on  tb^.;z9th  of  JWj  iZ(j^^ 
ft6th  of  Edward  I. 

To  which  Award,  when  it  was  re^in  Parliament 
all  the  Clergy  and  L^ity  gave  their  Conient  ''• 

And  now  the  Lords  and  Con^ipons  ^  prefled  the  King 
to  ratify,  in  Perfon,  the  Great  Charters,  with  the  addi^ 
iional  Articles  y  which  be  had  only  doiaebf  ConwmffioM 
before.  Edward  was  very  <hy  in  thisJblatter;  |oth  he 
was  to  grant  their  full  Requefts,  and  as  unwilling  to 
deny  them.  To  gain  Time  he  made  no  prefect  An^ 
fwer ;  and  when  he  was  yet  more  urged  to  perform  hh 
Promife,  he  left  the  City  without  their  KnowJedge; 
which^  they  finding  out,  foUowed  him,  and  teemed 
much  discontented  at  his  Condu<^.  Edward  excuied 
himfelf  to  them,  by  complaining  that  the  Air  of  the 
City  was  prc^diciai  to  his  Health,  and  came  but  iat6 
the  Country  for  a  Time  to  recover  it  %  he  dcfired  that 
[  113  1  they  wodd  go  back  to  the  City,  and  they  fliould  have 
an  Anfwer  by  his  Council,  h  fs^r  as  it  fiiould  fbnd  with 
Rcafon  to  content  them.  They  returned  to  the  City, 
'  and 

y  Pkhi  omms  et  Cleriu,     M.  Wcftminftc r. 

X  Pr6C€res  it  Cfmmunfu     Knyghton,  col,  iJiSj 
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md foon  after cbe Quurten were ftnttbem,  eonftrmedK&gSAvjnff; 

according  to  their  Reqoefts,  except  that  at  the  latter 

End  of  them  were  added  thefe  Wonb^  Saho/impet 

Sisim  C$rm4^  Oumg  always  die  Rights  of  the  Urowm 

But  this  Addition  lb  ofiended  the  Lords,  that  they  broke 

up  and  returned  home  in  m  great  a  Dt(pleafure  againft 

the  Kine  as  before* 

The  Couacil  doubting  Ibme  fedftious'FradHces  iiitg(ht 
cnfae,  delivered  the  Charfiers,  feaied  and  figned  as  they 
were,  tothc^SittaBs  at  Lmdpftj  that  She  iame  mig^ 
fie  read  openly  before  the  Peopl^'.  This  was  accJordi- 
iody  done  at  St.  BauTt  Crofs,  in  thePrefkice  of  a  great 
AaunUy  there  met  for  that  Purpofe.  The  People,  be* 
fore  they  heaxd  the  additional  Words,  ga^e  many  BleA 
fiags  to  the  King  for  theft  Grants  -,  bat  they  no  fooner 
heard  the  Conclufion,  than  they  onrfed,  feys  our  Au- 
thority^ as  faft  as  they  had  Mefied*  However,  the  Ktrig 
fiadfiig  no  other  .Way,  i>efore  this  ParKament  was  di^ 
bhftdf  gave  Ndtice  to  the  Lords  to  meet  again  after 
Ea/hr^  and  then  he  would  grant  them  all  they  defired» 

Bat  this  Meeting,  after  Rafter^  was  tiot  of  the  Lords  Anno  Ragni  2!^ 
only,  but  another  Parlhment  called  by  the  King's  1300* 
Writa,  as  the  former,  dated  at  Weftfnmfttr^  ^fril  10, 
to  mtet  in  quindina  Pafchs,  May  3,  following  *•  It 
was  in  this  Parliament  that  the  King  afhtally  confirmed 
ibt  Great  Charters,  and  alfo  a  new  one  for  their  better 
Explanation,  called,  in  our  Law- Books,  Articuli  Juper 
Ciartasy  or  Articles  tipon  the  Charters  ^. 

Tua  eminent  Writers  of  Englijb  Hiftory,  of  the  laft 
Age,  Dr.  Brady  and  Mr.  Tymly  the  former  a  warm 
Advocate  for  the  Prerogative  of  the  Crown,  the  other 
as  zealous  a  Champion  for  the  Liberties  of  the  People, 
have  taken  great  Paiiis  to  fearch  into  our  Records,  Hi- 
ftories,  fsTr.  for  the  Support  of  their  different  Opinions. 
Between  them  bodi  then  we  may  come  at  Truth  \  and 
therefore  we  &ail  make  no  Scruple  to  qOote  them  when 
mj  Thing  {o  apparent  intervenes.  And  here,  on  the 
King's  confirming  the  Charters  this  Time,  Mr.  Tyrrel 
mal^  the  following  R^arlc  9  tho'  if  he  had  named  his 

Author, 

*  tUiismffkad*%  Chm.  fron  the  Cbron,  of  ^/ffjf/M. 

*  DmgJak,  from  dauf.  27  Edw,  I.  nu  1 6«  ioth* 

>  Si^tts  St  Iar£e,  An.  1300,  Ciks*i  zd  Inji::ut,  537, 
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j^g&imardX,  Author,  Qr  told  us  where  the  Manufcript  lay,  the  Sforf 
-         ^     ^ould  have  been  much  mqre  credible.  He  fays,  ^  That 
L  iH  J     though  our  printed  Hiftorians  do.Jiot  mention  it,  yet  a 
Manufcript  Author  of  that  Time  relates,  concerning 
S?SIt)^t^.^his.Tranfaaion,^  the  King  was  at  firft  loth  to 

£ed  in  PirlU-  grant  this  Requeft  of  the  ArchbiSiop  and  Barons  ;  and 
therefore,  to  avoid  it,  tried  to  work  upon  each  of  the 
^rds  c  apart)  iamt  by  fair  Words  and  Paomifes,  and 
others  by  PrefciK^i,  to  put  off  this  Bufinefs  till  the  next 
.   Parliament  after  MubaiUnas\  and  thecefore  now  deAred 
no  more  Aid  of  them  than  a  twentieth  Part  of  their 
Goods  s  and  through  thefc  fubtle  Methods  he  prevailed 
v^tth  the  greater  Part  of  them :  Yet,  notwithftanding 
this,  the  Eiibops,  and  many  of  the  moft  confiderable 
Noblemen,  ftiil  pcrfifted  in  their  firft  Demand  of  having 
the  Charters  confirmed,  and  that  the  Bifiiops  and  Earls 
fliould  alfo  put  their  Seals  to  them  ;  at  which  Propofals 
the  King,  much  offended,  a(ked  them.  If  they  took  him 
for  a  Diciiver  ?  Whereupon  the  Lords  dcfiftcd  for  a 
lew  Days  from  their  Petition ;  yet  at  laft  the  King,  being 
prevailed  on  by  the  Perfuafions  of  fomc  that  were  near 
about  him,  went  into  Weftminftir- HalL^  and  there  con- 
ifirmed  the  Great  Charter,  with  the  Articles  upon  it« 
which  he  caufed  to  be  read  before  all  there  prefent,  and 
then  orden^d  his  Great  Seal  to  be  put  to  it;  and,  fpeak-^ 
ing  inJSngltJhj  commanded  the  Archbifbop,  If  hi  knew 
the  laid  ArticUs  to  be  deficient  innny  Pointy  that  he /bould 
declare  it,  and  theyjhould  beprefently  amended :  Then  he 
permitted  the  Archbiihop  and  Biibops  to  denounce  all 
thofe  excommunicated  that  (hould  prefume  to  break  or 
£  115  ]     infringe  the  faid  Charters,  or  any  Thing  therein  con- 
tained.    This  prudent  hSt  was  very  feafonable,  and 
quieted  the  angry  Minds  of  the  Nobility,  efpcctally  th^ 
Earl  of  IVarwickj  and  the  Lord  ff^alter  Beauchamp^ 
Steward  of  the  King's  Houlhold,  who  were  like  to  have 
gone  into  their  Countries  to  have  raifed  Forces  to  com-* 
pel  the  King,  had  he  not  voluntarily  agreed  to  do  it«* 

There  are  two  Laws  extant  in  our  Sutute- Books, 
that  were  made  this  Year ;  and  one  that  is  called  the 
Statute  de  falfa  MonetOy  dated  at  Stebenheaib^  now 
Stepney.  Which  laft  was  certainly  no  more  than  a 
Royal  Proclamation  againft  the  Coiners  and  Venders  of 
falfc  Money  at  that  Time,  when  it  was  very  current  in 

the 
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fte  Kingdom  *.     And  it  is  as  certain  that  federal  morcJ^J  Bduf^rJj^ 
A£b  of  State  are  put  down,  and  printed  as  fuch  in  our 
Statute- Books,  which  were  no  more  than  Royal  £di£ls 
not  authorized  by  Parliament. 

About  this  Time  the  Scots,  ever  ready  to  watch  all 
Opportunities,  whilft  Edward  was  bufy  in  the  Souths 
again  revolted,  bred  a  great  Difturbance  in  that  King- 
dom, and  brought  the  Englijh  Garrifons,  left  there,  to 
much  Diftrefs.  The  King  found  himfelf  obliged,  tho* 
in  the  Depth  of  Winter,  to  march  againft  them  ;  and 
therefore  fummoned  another  Parliament  to  meet  him  at 
Tork.  Our  old  Hiftorians  call  this  Meeting  a  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  fay  that  it  was  called  to  meet  in  that  City 
at  Martinmas  J  tho'  no  Writs  of  Summons  for  it  arc 
now  extant,  nor  can  we  find  any  Account  of  what  was 
Cranfadted  in  it.  The  King  went  from  henCe  to  Bir» 
wick^  where,  the  Winicr  proving  very  fevere,  he  waa 
obliged  to  flay  till  the  Spring  Seafon  before  he  could 
effeft  any  Thing ;  but  very  early  in  that  Seafon  Ed-- 
ward  made  another  Inroad  into  Scotland,  foon  fubdued 
thofe  refolute  Spirits,  and  obliged  them  to  fue  to  him 
again,  in  a  moft  fubmiffive  Manner,  for  Peace. 

fiut  before  the  King  entered  Scotland  thisTime,  he 
iffucd  out  Writs  for  calling  a  new  Parliament  t6  meet 
9X  Lincoln  **,  which  were  dated  at  Berwick,  Decembor  29, 
to  meet  the  fecond  Sunday  in  Lent  [March  ij]  follow- 
ing ;  and  mofl  of  thefe  Writs  and  Returns  are  now 
cxunt.  The  Summons  to  this  Parliament  are  more 
numerous  and  more  extraordinary  than  any  we  have  yet 
met  with  ;  for  the  King  not  only  fummoned  the  Peers^ 
Knights,  Citizens,  and  BurgefTes,  (in  which  he  directs 
the  Members  of  the  lafl  Parliament,  if  living  and  capable 
of  that  Service,  to  be  returned)  the  Archbifhops,  and 
Biihops,  with  many  of  the  Clergy,  and  the  Judges  ; 
but  likewife  dire&ed  Writs  to  the  Chancellors  of  both 
the  Univerfities,  to  fend  from  Oxford  four  or  five,  and 
from  Cambridge  two  or  three,  de  difcretioribus  et  in  Jure 
fcripto  magis  expertis  pradiHa  Untverfetatis.  We  have 
thefe  Writs  in  Prynne's  Parliamentary  Regijier,  Part  the 
Vol.  I.  I  Firft, 

<  Amm  Gratia  m.ccc.  in  Viplia  Pt(ch«,  5  Id.  Ap.  Meneta  ju^t  di» 
Mtr  PoUards  fi^  Crokards,  &  stia  fa/fa  Montta  per  AngUam  prohthentur* 
Mat.Weftm. 

*  ACt/.  Wtfhninptrm—^-^Kmghtw  fayt  Stan^ri,  The  Statute  di  Ej'  * 
fhwsrilw  was  nude  at  this  ifime.    Statutes  at  Urge,  jUm  1 30 1* 
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%ki%Bi»ardt»J^\xtt^  p.  345, «ik)  tn  the  third  Volume  of  kis  C^lliSfionfy 
p.  884.  Tl^re  are  likewife  the  Returns  from  the  two 
Univcrfities,  four  from  Oxfordy  not  particularly  named, 
and  twd  from  Cambridge^  Simon  de  fFeldene^  a  Monk, 
imd  HHg§  S4rr^nyJuri^iritL  They  were  all  to  meet 
^  Lincoln  Oft  the  OAaves  of  S,  Hilary^  or  'January  11 
following :  But  the  Writi  for  calling  this  Parliament, 
with  the  King's  Reafons  for  ir  included,  are  fo  extra- 
ordinary, ;(bat  we  chufe  to  give  a  Tranflation  of  the 
Subftance  f>f Ihem  as  follows  "" : 

After  a  Recital,  '  That  the  King  had  granted  the 

*  Charter  of  the  Foreft,  and  had  affigned  Commif&oners 

*  in  every  County  where  there  were  Forefts,  to  make 

*  Peramoulations,  and  to  report  them  to  hiinieif  before 
^  any  Execution  was  done  thereon,  that  his  own  Oath, 

*  the  Rights  of  the  Crown,  his. Reafons  and  Claims,  a* 
<  v^U  thofip.  of  all  others  might  be  faved ;  and  though 

*  the  (aid  ComkniiHoners  had  already  returned  to  him 
f  what  they  had  done,  yet  becaufe  the  Prelates,  Earls, 

*  Barons,  and  Great  Men  of  the  Kingdom,  in  whofe 

*  Pre^ce))e  would  have  bi&  own  and  the  Reafons  of 

*  all  others,  proipofed  and  heard,  were  not  then  prefent 
^  with  him  \  fince  there  were  others  who  were  bound 

*  with  himfelf  to  obferve  and  maintain  the  Laws  and 
f  Righta  of  .hi$  Crown;  and  farther,  that  th^fe  who 

*  ought  topfQpdund  their  Reafons  concerning  this  Mat- 

*  ter,  bad  no  Notice  of  it,  without  whofe  Advice  a  good 

*  End  -could  not  be  put  to  it :  Therefore,  becaufe  this 

*  Bufinefs  mtg^t  be  dtfpatched  without  Delay,  he  waa 

*  willing  to  have  a  Conference  and  Treaty  with  the 

*  Prelate^,  Earls,  Barons,  and  Great  Men  aforefaid, 
^  and  othtri  of  the  Community  of  the  Kingdom^  concern - 
^  ing  this  Affair,  and  other  arduous  Matters  touching 
^  bimfelf  and  the  State  of  the  Kingdom ;  he  therefore 

*  commanded  and  firmly  enjcnned  him  the  faid  SheriflT 

*  of  Cumherlandy  to  caufe  to  appear  before  the  King  at 

*  his  Parliament  at  Lincoln^  on  the  Oftaves  of  St.  /fi- 
^  lary  next  coming,  two  Knights  of  hrs  County,  tt/z. 

r  J  jg  n     *  Thoft  who  came  for  the  Community  of  the  County  by  hh 
^  *  Precept  to  the  laji  Parliament ^  and  alfo  the  fame  Ciii* . 

*  zens  and  the  fame  Burgeffes  for  all  the  Cities  and  Bter^ 

*  roughs  within  his  Bailiwick  ^  and  if  any  of  them  u/ere 

*  dradj 

•  From  Pryntit  and  Dvgdete. 
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^  dead  J  or  infirm,  then  i$  cattff  Hbtrs  to  to  cbofini  ^m^Kaof  ^^WI. 
'  come  in  tbiir  StMdi  (o  that  they  might  be  prdent  sft 

*  the  Day  and  Place  aforeiaid,  with  f5i\  Power  to  beat 
'  and  do  what  (hould  be  then  ocdained  for  the  coanoQ 
«  Profit  of  the  Kingdom.' 

Then  the  Writ  concludes  iritb  a  Claufe  of  aUowmg 
the  Knights  and  Citizens  peafonaUe  Expences  in  comine 
to,  {laying  at,  and  returning  from,  the  PartianieffC;  and 
with  a  farther  Command  to  the  Shcrifis,  to  make  Pio- 
clamation  in  their  Counties,  ^  That  alt  thofe  who  would 

<  put  in  any  Exceptions  againft  the  faid  Perambolatioai 

*  ihould  appear  before  him,  and  exhibit  them  in  Pap- 

<  liameiit/  ITttntfs  tbo  Kinr  at  thf  Rofe  ^  tbo  Jbe-^and- 
iwentutb  «/ December,  inVk  eigbt-and-^tWinUitb  Timr 
of  his  Reign. 

The  like  Writs  were  fent  to  all  other  Counties  of 
England,  except  Cbe/hiro  and  the  Biikoprick  d  Dur*^ 
bam^m 

This  is  the  Subftance  of  the  Writ  of  Summons  in 
Etiglijbj  wherein  the  Reafons  are  given  why  die  Per^ 
ambulations  could  not  be  receiv'<tandconfider'4  fixmer: 
And  the  Writs  to  the  BiAops,  Earls,  and  BanniSy  were 
in  the  fame  Form  and  Words,  as  to  the  Reofonabf  it, 
as  thofe  to  the  Commons. 

The  King  wrote  alfo  to  dkeCommiffioners,  d)at  had 
tnade  the  fara  Perambulations,  to  be  at  this  Parliaaaeae« 
and  bring  with  them  thofe  Perambulations,  and  all 
Tilings  that  concerned  them. 

At  the  opening  of  this  Aflembly  Reger  de  Br-akexon^ 
fb€  King's  Chief  Clerk,  or  Secretary,  and  Priry  Coott- 
ielk>r,  made  them  an  excetleAt  Speech  on  cbe  Kingts 
Behalf,  to  this  EfFea :  <  His  Majefty  has  ordered  me  to     [  1 1 7  3 

*  let  you  underftand,  that  whatever  he  hath  done  in  Us 

*  late  Wars,  hath  been  performed  by  your  joint  Codfent 

*  and  Allowance  s  but  that  lately,  by  reafon  of  thefud-* 
^  den  Incurfion  of  the  Scots,  and  the  malicious  Cpntri- 

*  vances  of  the  Frencby  the  King  hath  been  put  tofuch 

I  2  extra* 

f  Raft  Caftle  in  CuwihtrlgnJ,  now  the  Bifhop  of  CarKfiit  Pdace.! 

%  Dr.  Brady  Uy%  Cbtfiure  only  \  but  it  it  his  Mi(Uke,  f«r  Durham  fent 
io  Members  ml  the  25tb  of  Charles  If.     See  Statutes  at  large, 

Tjrrel  obferves,  that  the  Doftor  hath,  in  his  Introdudion,  drawn  fome 
Argoments  from  this  Writ,  to  prove  that  the  King  might  antiently  have 
canied  tffkat  Members  tepleafed  to  he  returned  to  Parliament :  But  that  he 
had  fully  anfwered  thofe  Arguioeats*  and  prbtt  the  Writ  Fierhatim  from 
the  Record  In  Support  of  the  contrary  Opinion*    Tjrrel,  Vol.  Ill* 
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King  £(^co«ri/I«c  extraordinary  Expences,  that  being  quite  deftltutc  41 
^  Money,  he  therefore  dellres  a  Pecuniary  Aid  of  you^ 
*  viz.  a  Fifteenth  of  your  Temporal  Euatcs.*  Herc- 
'tipon  the  Nobility  and  Commons  beean  to  murmur,  and 
complained  grievoufly  againft  the  King's  menial  Ser^ 
'Vaiits  and  Officers,  for  feveral  violent  Depredations  and 
Extortions.  Afterwards  they  defired  that  the  Liberties 
contained  in  the  Great  Charter  ihould  remain  for  eve|r 
4n  fidl  Force :  Alfo  they  requefted  the  King  that  the 
Disforeftings,  by  which  the  richer  Sort  had  encroached 
.'SftMch'  upon  the  Poor;  and  which  he  had  often  promifed 
ftould:  be  amended,  niight  be  siow  ordered  to  be  done 
•wttbottt  more  Delay.  Thefe  and  fome  other  Articles, 
which  they  earneftly  prefs'^  the  King  to  grant,  protra£ted 
this  Seffion  feveral  Days.  At  laft,  fays  our  Authority  «, 
:the  King  perceivtng'that  they  would  not  defift  from  their 
•Demands,  nor  would  fupply  his  Necoffities  without  they 
were  granted ;  he  anfwered.  That  he  was  ready  to  do 
what  they  would  have  him,  and  if  they  had  any  Thing 
elfe  to  afk  it  ihould  be  granted.  Then  the  Charter  of  Li- 
.berties  and  that  of  the  r  orefts  were  again  renewed,  and 
fealed  with  the  King's  Seal.  They  were  afterwards  car- 
ried into  every  County  in  England^  and,  when  read  be* 
fore  the  People,  the  Sentence  of  the  greater  Excommu* 
'ni<fatic(a,  as  ordained  by  the  Archbimop  of  Canterbury 
and  the  reft  of  the  fiilhops,  againft  the  Violators  of  them^ 
«wa9  proclaimed  amongft  them.  For  this  Confirmation 
of  their  Liberties,  this  Parliament  granted  the  King  a 
.Fiftetoth  of  all  their  moveable  Goods,  to  take  Place  at 
Mdicbatlmas  following.  But  the  Archbifliop  of  Canter-- 
tury  again  refufed  to  lay  any  Tax  upon  his  Clergy,  or 
^  *  '  on  any  of  the  Temporalities  annexed  to  the  Church, 
without  a  fpecial  Licence  from  the  Pope. 
-  Ih^BlackJkne ,oh(crifts  **,  '  That  this  Confirmation 
of  the  two  Charters  feems  to  have  been  the  final  and 
-complete  Eftabltftiment  of  them ;  which,  he  adds,  from 
their  firft  Conceffion  under  King  Johny  Anpo  1215,  had 
often  been  invaded,  and  undergone  many  Mutations  for 
the  Space  of  near  a  Century;  but  were  now  fixed  upon 
an  eternal  Bafis,  having  in  all,  before  and  fince  this 
Time,  as  Sir  Edward  Coke  obfcrves,  been  eftabliflied, 

confirmed^ 

C  M^t.  IVifhminfitr* 

*  IntroduAioA  to  Mapui  Cigrta,  p.  74. 
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tonfiirined,  and  commanded  tb  be  put  in  Execution,  by  iCtfiflinwWlf 
two-and-thirty  feveral  Ads  of  Parliament/  But  how- 
(ocver  Edward  complied  at  this  Tkne,  we  fhall  find^  in 
the  Sequel,  that  he  was  not  without  Hopes  of  having  an 
Opportunity  of  caflating  thefe  Charters,  and  entirely 
damning  them  for  ever. 

That  the  Barons  were  the  principal  Inftruments  to 
put  Fetters  on  themfelves,  appears  fronj^  what  Mr.  Tyrrel 
obfcrves;  who,  tho' no  Friend  to  the  Prerc^atiVfe,  has 
given  us  an  Abftra£l  from  an  old  Manufcript  Chronicle  *,  [118]* 
wherein  the  infolent  Demands  of  the  Barons  run  near  as 
high  againft  this  great  and  wife  King,  as  they  did  againft 
his  Father :  For,  fays  this  Hiftorian,  the  Great  Council 
of  the  Nobility  being  continued,  after  the  Commons 
were  rifen,  till  towards  the  latter  End  of  Lent^  they  be- 

En  to  fall  upon  feveral  rafh  and  imprudent  Projeds  and 
emands;  as.  That  the  Chancellor,  Chief  Juftice,  and 
Treafurer  (hould  be  chofen  and  appointed  by  the  Com- 
munity of  the  Kingdom ;  which  fo  far  provoked  the 
King,  that  he  returned  them  this  refoiute  Anfwer : 

jPerciive  you  would  at  your  PUafure  make  your  Kin^fhe  Kbg's  le- 
■*  truckle  to  yoUy  and  bring  him  under  Subjection,  Why  folyie  Anfwer  t« 
lave  you  not  afked  the  Crown  of  me  alfo  ?  whilji  at  the'^^  ?*"*"^  **^ 

y^        iU.  "^f     ,  I  •'  /'•'         I         '^ rr        ^     t"«  Barons,  to 

ome  Time  you  look  upon  that  as  very  fit  and  necejfary  Ur  yf,\iiQ\i  they  fub- 

y^urfelvesy  which  you  grudge  me  that  am  your  King :  For  «n»t. 

it  is  latufu/Jor  every  one  of  you  y  as  Afajfer  of  his  own  Fa* 

mify^  to  take  in  or  turn  out  what  Servants  he  pleafes ;  but;^ 

if  I  may  not  appoint  my  Chancellor^  Chief  Juftice^  JhA^" 

ciaryy  and  Treafurer^  I  will  he  no  longer  your  King  j  yet^ 

if  they y  or  any  other  Officers y  Jhall  do  you  any  Wrong  or  In^ 

Jf/lice^  and  Complaint  be  made  of  it  to  me,  you  Jhall  then 

have  fome  Reafon  to  complain  if  you  are  not  righted. 

This  fo  reafonable  Anfwer  of  the  King's  made  thoft 
afhamed  that  were  for  thefe  Alterations ;  and  though 
feveral  of  them  dcfired  Trouble  and  Difturbance  rather 
than  Peace  and  Quietnefs,  yet  the  major  Part  of  th6 
Nobility,  feeing  thefe  Defigns  to  be  vain  and  frivolous', 
humbly  begged  the  King's  Pardon  for  their  Prefumption. 

The  King  and  his  Barons  being  thus  perfe<31y  recon- 
ciled, an  elegant  Epiftle,  as  Matthew  Wejiminjler  calls 
I  3  J^> 

i  Mr.  Tjrrrf/  ihould  have  mentioned  the  Authorityi 
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^^EivarihiU  wju  wrote  to  the  Pope,  fealed  with  one  Hundred 
Se^a,  in  order  to  prove  the  Right  which  the  Englijh 
Kings  had  to  the  Crown  of  Scctlandi  from  the  earlieft 
Time&»  againft  the  falfe  SuggeiHons,  acids  he,  of  the  p^« 
|ured  S^otSy  who  had  pouched  otherwife. 

In  this  Parliament,  alfo,  the  King  created  his  eldeft 
Son,  Prince  Edward^  Prince  of  fraUs  and  Earl  of 
f  X 19  1    ^^ifi^i  to  the  no  fm^l  Joy  of  the  ^4ljbj  as  this  Prince 
was  been  amongft  them. 
TheP^pecJiiim     One  great  End  of  a  Parliament's  being  called  by  tbtt 
5**^  w^**"rrf^"**  *'  ^^^  Time,  was,  to  lay  before  them  a  I^etter 
oftheHoJjSee.^  ^  received  from  the  Popej   wherein  his  Holinefs 
claimed  the  Kingdom  of  Seotland  as  a  Right  beloxiging 
to  the  See  of  Rami  ^^  as  has  been  faid ;  and  for  that  Keit^ 
fon,  when  he  iiTued  his  Writs  for  the  calling  of  this  Par-r 
liament,  the  King  wrote  alfo  to  fome  of  his  own  Clerks, 
feveral  Deans*  of  Cathedral  Churches,  feveral  Archr 
deacons.  Officials,  and  others  that  had  the  beft  Repu- 
tation for  Lawyers  in  thofe  Times,  to  come  to  this  Par« 
liament,  for  he  ihould  then  have  Occafion  to  treat  par* 
ticularly,  with  Lawyers  and  others  of  his  Council,  about 
the  Right  and  Dominion  he  and  his  Anceftors  had  to  the 
^,  Kingdom  of  Sc$tkmd.     To  the  fame  Purpofe  he  wrote 

alfo  to  the  Chancellors  of  both  Univerilties,  to  fend  to 
this  Parliament  the  moft  expert  and  knowing  Men  in 
the  Written  Law,  And,  further,  he  fent  his  Writs  to 
federal  Deans  and  Chapters,  to  feveral  Abbots,  Priors, 
and  tbeir  Convents,  to  iearch  their  Archives,  and  fend 
all  their  Chronicles,  in  which  was  to  be  found  any  Thing 
relating  to  his  Title  to  the  Kingdom  of  Scotland, 

The  Pope  alledged,  in  his  Letter,  that  the  King  of 
j^nglandy  both  againft  Reafon  and  Juftice,  had  made 
that  Claim ;  for  which  he  gave  the  following  Reafons ' ; 

*  That  King  Henry  IIL  had  afked  Aid  of  Alexander 

*  King  of  Scotland^  i^infi  Simon  Mont  fort  and  his  other 
'  rebellious  Barons ;  and  the  fame  King  Henry  acknow- 
^  ledged,  by  his  Letters,  that  he  fought  not  this  Aid  from 
^  the  faid  King  Alexander^  as  a  Service  due  to  him,  but 
«  meerly  out  of  Favour.    Secondly^  When  the  faid  King 

*  Alexander  came  to  the  Coronation  of  the  faid  King 
^  Hknryy  he  came  only  as  a  Friend,  and  out  of  Kind- 

•  nefs, 

*  H.  Knygbun,  col.  2529. 

I  Dr.  BreJjf  Yol,  II.  p«  7I9  froflfi  the  FMt  Rttordu 
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*  nefs,  (f£.  And  as  Edward  King  of  fngfaffd"^  alftef  t\m  Kh^S^ard  u 
<  Death  of  Alexander <,  bad'  attacked  and  iWbdued  t)m 

*  Real^  of  Scotland^  fqf  wtal  of  a  GovenKv >  to  htov* 

*  felf,  he  declared  it  was  contrary  to  Juftlqe  ai>d  tb^ 

*  Liberty  of  the  See  of  Rprrn.     And  that  the  faid  King     f  120  1 
^  EdtoaM  had  (upprefied  all  the  Scots.  Biibope,  and  held  ^ 

*  them  upder  Subj^ftion  taWm,  agaiaft  the  Conftitution 

*  of  the  Catholic  Church  in  general,  and  the  Sec  of 
^  Rami  in  particalar/ 

The  King,  by  the  Advice  of  his  ParKanient^  retunwd 
this  Anfwer  lo  tbat  Part  of  the  Letter  whereia  th©  Pope 
coaunaoded  Edward  to  ftnd  his  Pro^tor^  and  MeAeot- 
gers  to  the  Court  of  Rwte^  to  ibew  wktf  Ki^t  be  bad 
to  clatm  the  Realm  of  Scotland^  That  he  did  not  think  fit 
to  fay  any  Thing  to  ii  bimfelf^  but  that  the  whoU  Baronjf 
^England  would  write  to  hif  Holinefs^  that  their  King 
could  not  aQ  in  that  Manner^  nor  refer  a.  Rights  which 
wa$  fo  cUar  and  open^  to.' the  doubtful  Judgment  rf  OflO" 
tber  Court  ". 

However,  the  Kiog  himftlf  thought  proper  to  dif- 
femble  his  Anger  againft  the  Holy  Father,  foi  this  ex- 
traoidtaary  Stretch  of  Papal  Authority  agajnfl  h^n; 
and  accordingly  auTvered  the  Pope's  Letter  in  a>  very 
fahoMffive   Manner  '^.     He  was  alfo  very  copious  i(i 
the  Declacatioi^  of  bis  Right  that  he  had  to  Scotland^ 
and  began  his  Claim  from  King  Brut€  and  his  Trojani^ 
'  and,  no  doubt,  to  amufe  the  Italians^  vfh»  could  not 
contradi^  it,  carried  his  Titles  cfeai  through  the  fabu- 
lous Hiflofy  of  Geofrjf  Monmouth,  ^c.     But  the  Lords 
were  more  explicit  in  theirs,  and  made  out  their  Mean- 
ing very  plain  to  hi&  Holinefs ;  which  Letter,  as  it  is  The  whole  Ba* 
Angular  in  its  Kind,  prefervcd  in  the  CoUei^ion  c£  Public  '^'"Sf  *^^''^" 
J&s  %  and  was  entirely  a  Parliamentary  Proceeding,^;; hhCilim! 
mufi  find  a  Place  in  our  Hiftory*     Befides,  tbe  Namses 

of 

a  The  Pope^s  Letter' to  the  King  containing  this  Demaad,  the  K)nt*t 
Anfwer,  with  his  Claim  to  Scotiandf  and  the  Barons'  Letter  to  the  H^y 
Father,  but  \iithoQt  all  their  Names,  are  prefervcd  in  Mat,  Wtfiminfter^  ^ 
Tbe  King^t  Claim  it  alfo  ia  Siifmtr%  Fxdtra,  fub  yinno  ^301,  Too.  H* 

"  Thk  Moderation,  on  (uch  an  Occafion,  when  the  Kiog  was  highly 
provoked  at  tbe  Pope's  PretenHons,  muft  be  afcribed  to  the  Need  be 
m  of  him  lA  the  Affair  relating  to  the  Reftitution  of  the  Duchy  of 
Cuienme, 

•  Bymer*g  FmJfra,  Tom.  U.  p.  273,4,  5,  Edit,  ficvnda*^ 
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King  Edwrdhf^  thofc  Lords,  whom  Dr.  H(nvel  calls  J  Lifl  of  tboji 
r  III  1     ^^^^h  Patriots  who  withjiood  Papal  Ufurpaiion^  in  a 
^         ^     moft  bigoUid  Jgi^  deferves  to  he  cstrried  down  to  lateft 
Pofterity  i». 

The  Tranflation  of  this  Letter  is  as  follows : 

JThw  Niwei.  3-^  iig  Moft  Holy  Father  in  Chrift,  Boniface,  by  Divin0 
Providence^  Sovereign  Pontiff  of  the  See  ^Romc,  his 
obedient  Sons^ 

of 


?ohny  Earl  Warren^ 
homasy  Earl  of  Lancafterj 
Ralph  de  Mount- Hermer^ 

£arl   of  Gloucejier  and 

Hertford^ 
Humphry  de  Bohun,  Earl 

of  Hereford  and  EJ/exj 

and  Conftable  of  £ng^ 

land, 
Roger  Bygotj  Earl  of  Nor^ 

folky  and  Marefchal  of 

England^ 
Guy^  Earl  tf>^arwicky 
Richardy  Earl  of  Arundel^ 
Adomer  de  Valence^  Baron 

of  Monterney^ 
Henry  de  Lanca  fiery  Baron 

of  Monmouth^ 
Johnde  HaftingSy  Baron  of 

Bergevennyy 
Henry  de  Percy^  Baron  of 

TopcUfe^ 
Edmond  de  Mortimer^  Ba- 
ron of  Wigmore^ 
Robert  FitZ'fTaltery  Baron 

of  IVodhamf 
William,  Baron  Molynsy 
John  de  St.  Jobn^  Baron  of 

Hannai^ 


Hugh  de  Verey  Baron 

SwanefcampSy 
jyHliam  de  Breufty  Baron 

of  Gowety 
Robert  de  Monthaulty  Ba- 
ron of  Hawardyn^ 
Robert  deTateJhally  Baron 

of  Buekenhamy 
Reinold  de  Greyy  Baron  of 

Rutbiny 
Henry  de  Greyy  Baron   of 

Codnore^ 
Hugh  Bardolphy  Baron  of 

fyirmgeye^ 
Robert  de  Tonnyy  Baron  of 

Caflli'  Mawdiy 
Robert  ds  Cliffordy  Chat- 

tellain  of  AppUbyy 
Peter  de  Malo  Lacu^   or 

Mawleyy  Baron  of  MuU 

gravey 
JVilliam  de  RoSy  Baron  of 

Hamlake  [Helmfley]^ 
Robert  Pitz-Rogery  Baron 

of  Claveringy 
John  de  Mohuny  Baron  of 

Dunejlar^ 
Almerick    de  St.   Amand^ 

Baron  of  Widehayy 


Philip^ 

P  This  Catalogue  of  the  Nobility  is  printed  in  Hotting Jhead*t  Ctnnicle^ 
Imt  they  are  ftrangely  called  out  of  their  Names  and  Titles. 

There  aie  the  Names  alfo  in  Dugdalit  Summons,  who  has  given  a  Liil 
of  thofe  fummoncd  to  Parliament,  whofe  Names  don't  appear  to  the  Le|« 
t^i  #nd  of  thofe  who  fisncd  the  lictter  and  wet e  not  fummoncd. 
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fhilip^  Baron  of  Kimej 

IVilltam  di  Ferrers^  Baron 
of  Gr9by^ 

Alan  de  Zoucb^  Baron  of 
Aflihj^. 

Tbtobald  de  Verdon^  Baron 
of  Webber  Uy  J 

fhmasde  Furnival^  Baron 
oiSheffieldy 

Tbmas  dt  Multon^  Baron 
of  Egremont^ 

WilUam  d€  Latimer ^  Baron 
of  C^rby^ 

Jhmasy  Baron  Berkley, 

Fiulk  Fieni'Warren,   Ba- 
ron of  ff^itington, 

John,  Baron  Segrave, 

Edmnd  de  Eincouri,  Ba- 
ron of  Tburgart  on, 

Peter   Corbet,    Baron    of 
Cauz, 

IVtlliam  de  Cantilupe,  Ba- 
ron of  Ravenfthorpey 

John  de  Beauchamp,  Ba- 
ron of  Hacche, 

Roger  de  Mortimer,  Baron 
of  Penketblin, 

John  Fitx-Reinold,  Baron 
of  Blenleveny, 

Ralph  de  Navil,  Baron  of 
Raby, 

Brian  Fit%^Alane,  Baron 
of  BedaU, 

William  Marjhal,  Baron  of. 
Hengham, 

Walter,  Baron  of  Hunter^ 
combe, 

lyilliam  Martin,  Baron  of 
Cameis, 

Henry  de  Tyes^  Baron  of 
Chilton^ 

Roger  le  fVarrey  Baron  of 
IfeJUld, 


^37 


[122] 


John  de  Rivers,  Baron  ofKing^iwrrfU 

Jngre, 
John  de  Lancajter^  Baron 

of  Grijedale, 
Robert  Fitz-Pain^  Baron; 

of  Lainnier, 
Henry  Tregoze,  Baron  of 

Garinges, 
Ralph  Pipard,  Baron  of 

Lunford, 
Walter,  Baron  Fauconherge, 
John  le  Strange,  Baron  of 

Knoiyn, 
Roger  le  Strange,  Baron  of 

Ellefmere, 
Thomas  de  Chaurcis,  Baron 

of  Norton, 
Walter  de  Beauchamp,  Ba- 
ron oi  Alcefier, 
Richard  Talbot,  Baron  of 

Ecclefwell, 
John  Bottecourt,  Baron  of 

Mend/ham, 
John   Engain,   Baron    of 

Colum, 
Hugh  de  Poinz,  Baron  of 

Cory-Malet, 
Adam,  Baron  of  Well, 
Simon,  Baron  of  Montacute, 
John,  Baron  of  Sulle, 
John  de  MoelUs,  Baron  of 

Candebury, 
Edmund,  Baron  Stafford, 
John   Lovell,    Baron    of 

Berekingy, 
Edmondde  Haftings,  Baron 

of  Enchimchelmok, 
Ralph  FitZ'lVilliam,  Ba- 
ron of  Grimthorpe, 
Robert  de  Scales^  Baron  of 

Neufells,  . 
William  Tuchet,  Baron  of 

Lewenhales^ 

John 


[  1*3] 
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King  Edward  hy^ig  opAdmii  Baron  of   Hugh  Fitz-Hiurf,  Baron 


Beverjioncy 
John  di  Haviring^  Baron 

of  Grafton^ 
Robert  la  IVari^  Baron  of 

JVhitehalU 
IfUbQlai  di  Sigravty  Baroi^ 

of  Stowey 
Walter  di  T>y,  Baron  of 

Stonegraviy 
John  de  Lifli^  B^ron    of 

lyodetony 
Euftaciy  Baron  Hacchiy    ' 
Gilbert  Peccbi^  Baron   of 

Corbjy 
Jf^iUiam  Paimlly  Baron  of 

Trackingtorty 
Bw  de  KnoviUy  Bajron  of 

White-Minjiiry 
Foulk  li  Strangiy  Baron  of 

Corjhamy 
Hinry  di  Pynkenjy  Baron 

of  Widoriy 
John  di  Hodilijiony  Baron 

of  Vanesy 


of  Ravenfwatby 
John  le  Breton^  Baron  of 

Sporliy 
Nicholas  di  Carrue^  Baron 

of  MuUiford^ 
Thomas y  Baron  di  laR^chi^ 
Walter  de  Muncie^  Barp^ 

of  ThornioHy 
John    FitZ' Marm^dukg^ 

Baron  of  Hordem^ 
Johttj  Baron  of  Kingjiony  . 
Robert  HaJlingSy  Baron  of 

Pifirny 
Ralphy  Baron  Gnndane, 
ff^illiamy  Baron  Leybourxfy 
John  di  Grtyjlock^  Baron 

of  Morpithy 
Matthew  FitZ'Johny  Ba- 
ron of  Stockeiwamy 
Nicholas  MiyniUy  Baron  of 
.    Wherhony 

And 
John  di  PaineUy  B^ron  of 

Oteliy  or  Ottily  ^» 


John  di  Huntingfieldy  J3a- 
ron  o(  Bradinbaniy 

Devoutly  Kife  hi8  blefied  Feet : 

Their  Lttur  to«  ^NUR  Holy  Mother,  the  Church  of  Romty  1»jr 
thcPop«.  <  y^  whofe  Miniftry  the  Catholic  Faith  is  governed^ 
as  we  firmly  hold  and  believe,  proceeds  upon  mature 
Deliberation  in  her  Refolutions  j  takes  Care  to  preju- 
dice no  Man ;  and  is  as  follicitous  to  preferve  the  Rights 
of  other  People  as  of  her  own.  Verily,  being  fum- 
moned  by  our  moft  Serene  Lord,  Edwardy  by  the 
Grace  of  God,  the  illuftrious  King  o^  England y  to  his 
General  Parliament  holden  at  Lincohy  the  fame  our 
Lord  the  King  fbewed  us  feme  Apoftolic  Letters, 
which,  upon  certain  AfFair»  touching  the  Condition 
and  State  of  the  Realm  of  Scotlandy  he  had  received 

*  from 

q  Tn  all  114  Varonf,  whic)v4t  more  than  our  preCent  Houie  of  Iiosds> 
irithout  the  Biihops^  coafiils  of. 
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^  from  your  KcdincTsi  and  feriiMily  CQininuoicattd  tbetnKmg  sdwardk 

<  to  us  all.  r         1 

'  Which  Letters,  having  heard  and  diligently  confi*    L  '*^  i 

<  deredi  we  were  extremely  fbock'd  at  the  Contents  of 
^  them,  being  akogetber  new  and  unprecedented. 

^  It  is  wen  known,  Moft  Holy  Father,  both  in  tl^fii 
f  Parts  and  other  Countries,  that  the  Realm  jof  Ewgland, 

*  from  its  firft  Infiitution,  with  the  Kings  thereof,  aa 
^  well  m  the  Times  of  the  Brittms  as  Sax$ns^  had  an 
^  abfolute  Dominion  over  that  of  Scotland ;  aod,  la 
^  fucceeding  Times,  have  always  kept  the  Pofl*effion,  or 
^  the  Superiority  over  the  faid  Realm.  Nor  in  any 
^  Times  did  the  faid  Realm,  by  any  Right  whatfoever, 

*  belong,  in  Temporals,  to  the  See  of  Ram/:  But  rather 

<  the  faid  Realm  of  Scotland  was  always  feudal  to  tbt 

*  Progenitors  of  our  Lord  the  ICing,  from  all  Antiquity* 
^  Nor  were  the  Kings  of  Scotland^  ot  their  Kingdom, 

*  ever  fubjefl  or  accuftomed  to  fubmlt  to  any  other  thaa 
^  to  the  Kings  of  England* 

'  Neither  have  the  Kings  of  Englaiuly  in  their  faid 

*  Kingdom,  ever  fubmitted  their  Rights,  in  Temporals,    . 
^  to  any  Cccleiiaftical  or  Secular  Court ;  have  never  an« 

*  fwered  to  them,  nor  ought  to  anfwer,  but  have  invio*> 

*  lably  obferved  to  keep  up  the  freePreheminence,  State^ 

*  and  Dignity  of  the  faid  Kingdom,  at  all  Times.  ' 

^  Whence,  upon  a  due  Diliberation  and  treating  up« 
^  on  the  Contents  of  your  memorable  Letter,  the  com- 

*  men  and  unanimous  Confent  of  all  and  fmgular  was, 

*  is,  and  will  be,  God  willing,  for  ever^ 

^  That  our  aforefaid  Lord  the  King  ought  not  to 
^  anfwer  judicially  before  you,  nor  fubmit  his  Rights 
^  over  the  Realm  of  Scotland^  nor  any  other  of  hii» 
^  Temporal  Rights  whatfoever,  to  your  doubtful  Jiidg** 
^  ment.  Neither  has  he  any  Reafon  to  fend  his  Mef- 
^  fengers  or  Fro^rs  to  plead  for  him  in  your  Prefence ; 
^  particularly,  when  the  Premifles  will  moft  manifefily 
'  tend  to  the  difmheriting  of  the  Right  of  the  Englijh. 
'  Crown,  and  its  Royal  Dignity,  and  the  utter  Sub- 
^  veriion  of  the  State  of  the  faid  Kingdom ;  and  be  a 
^  Prejudice  to  our  Liberties,  Cuftoms«  and  paternal 

*  Laws ;  the   Obfervation  and  Defence  of  which  we 

^ftand  obliged,  bv  our  Oaths,  to  defend  ;  and  which,     [  '25  ] 

*  by  the  Help  of  God,  we  will,  with  all  our  Power  and 

*  Strength, 
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BiAf  Afawn/l.c  Strength,  maintain.   Neither  (hall  we  in  any  wife  per<^ 

*  jnit,  as  we  cap  and  ought  to  hincjler,  Aich  unaccuflom- 

*  ed  Doings ;  nor  (hall  we  fuffer  our  aforefatd  Lord  the 
'  King  in  any  Manner  to  attempt  to  do,  if  he  wouldl 

*  fuch  undue,  prejudicial,  and,  heretofore,  unheard-ot 

•  Actions. 

*  Therefore  we  humbly  and  rcvercndly  befeech  your 

•  Holinefs,  that  you  would  kindly  permit  our  Sovereigii 

•  Lord  the  King,  (who,  amongft  other  Princes  of  ther 

*  the  Earth,  (hews  himfelf  a  true  Catholic,  and  devoted 

•  to  the  fee  of  Rome)  to  pofiefs  quietly  all  his  Rights^ 

*  Liberties,  Cuftoms,  and  Laws,  without  Diminution 

•  or  Difturbance. 

*  In  Teffimony  of  which  we  have  put  our  Seals  to 

•  thefe  Prcfents,  as  well  for  ourfelves,  as  for  the  whole 

♦  Community  of  the  aforefatd  Realm  of  England.    Datis 

*  //  aifis  Lincolniae,  Anno  m.ccc.i/ 

We  have  now  gone  through  with  the  Tranfa£liont 

of  this  memorable  Parliament  at  Lincoln^  which  begaq 

I    in  January^  1301 ;  but  how  long  it  fat  is  uncertain^ 

However,  we  find  no  Mention  of  another  Meeting  of 

Parliament  till  the  next  Year,  when  it  was  called  to 

130^  We  have  for  Authority,  in  Dugdale^  the  Writs  to  the 
Prince  of  Walei  and  Peers,  to  the  Archbifhops  and  Bi- 
^iWtfimfifim  {hops,  and  thofe  to  the  Judges  and  Council,  dated  apuet 
^hurrock^Grey*^  the  fecond  of  June  this  Year  ;  but  we 
do  not  find  that  the  Commons  were  fumnioned  to  this 
Meeting.  The  Bufmefs  it  was  called  for  was  to  con- 
fult  together  about  concluding  a  Peace  with  Prance^ 
which  was  then  upon  the  Carpet :  And,  to  that  End, 
the  King's  Council  defired,  That  his  Majefty  might  go 
over  there  in  Pcrfon  in  order  to  treat  with  the  French 
King  viva  Voce  about  ft ;  which  Refolution,  they  added, 
would  pleafe  the  Nobility  of  both  Kingdoms  much ;  nor 
could  the  middle  and  lower  Sort  of  People  be  aggrieved 

at 

r  There  are  fome  Pleading*  in  Ryley,  faid  to  be  made  in  Parhamento  afntd 
Weftm.  in  Oaabii  S,  Johannis  Bapt.  ^n>  Rt^,  R,  £d.  JFiViV  R,  Hen.  tri^ 
€efimOt  p.  131. 

Tyrrel  gives  ui  alfo  another  Great  Council  (not  a  Parliament,  he  fays, 
becaufe  no  Commons  were  fummoned)  at  ^famfordth'u  Year,  in  MiMtmt, 
where  (brae  Complaints  were  made  that  the  Foreft  Laws  were  not  >et  put 
in  Execution,  dfr.     Vol.  III.  p.  149. 

•  In  the  County  of  Efext 
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H  It :  But  the  Parliament  itfrnng  more  Time  to  cotiMu^f^Xdmtrdii 

of  this  Motion^  they  were  difelved,  and  a  new  one 

was  fummoned  to  meet  at  Lindon ;  the  Writs  for  which 

were  dated  at  IViJindnfter  the  24tb  of  July^  for  Micboil^ 

mas  following.  The  Writs  for  fiunmoning  the  Knights^ 

Citizens,  and  Burgefles  to  this  fecond  Parliament  are  ftUl 

extant  * ;  but  ift  the  Body  of  thofc  to  the  Peers  only,  &f r. 

is  particularly  expreffed,'^  That  they  were  called  to 

confult  about  a  Propofal  offered  to  the  laft  Parliament 

relating  to  ^he  King's  going  abioad,,^:^^/ 

But  tho'  this  Parliament  was.  fuipqapned  to  meet  al 
Michaelmas^  as  has  been  faid,,  yet  the  King,  for  Rea^* 
(bns  not  given,  thought  fit  to  prorogue  them  by  Ifro- 
clamation  to  the  14th  of  OSfobcr  following  "  i  when, 
being  met,'  and  the  fame  Propofal  again  made  to  them 
as  in  the  former,  it  was  unaninioufly  rejected,  and  a 
Refolutioa  made,  *  That  the  King  (hould  remain  in  his 
own  Dominions,  and  not  go  abroad  out  of  them  on  any 
Command  or  Pretence  oftS^eFr/nch  King's  whatfoeyer'*'. 
We  cannot  find  that  there  were  any  Aids  afked,  or  any 
other  Bufinefs  done  at  this  Parliament,  except  the  Plead- 
ings mentioned  from  Ryley,  at  Note '  in  the  foregoing 
Page,  may  belong  to  it. But  to  proceed. 

There  is  fome  Notice  taken  of  a  Parliament  in  the     [  126  } 
PMsc  ACiSy  faid  to  be  called  in  Lint  this  Year^  wherein 
the  King  ordains  four  of  his  Chaplains  to  be  Receivers  of  ^^^^  j^^. 
Petitions  at  it.    But  iZ;Zry  has  preferred  a  great  deal  of  a       1305. 
Parliament  which  his  Authorities  fay  was  held  ^tWeft-  .. -^-  .  -   . 
minfter,  on  the  Sunday  after  the  Feafl  of  St.  Matthias  ^*  ^'5/^«"-^'^^ 
the  Apoftle,  in  the  thirty-third  Year  of  his  Reign.  The 
primary  Ceremonials  of  which,  as  they  are  very  circum-  The  Manner  of 
ftancial,  may  give  our  Readers  a  Notion  of  the  whole  opening  a  Parlia* 
Proceedings  of  fuch  an  AlTerobly  in  thofe  Times,  tranf-  ™f"^  *"_^.»» 
lated  from  the  old  Fnnch,  2i%  follows.  Firji,  It  was  or-^**  ^''«"' 
dained  by  the  King,  that  Sir  Gilbirt  di  Roubiryy  Mailer 
John  di  Caanty  Sir  John  di  Kirhbyy  and  Mafter  John 
Bufsh  fliould  be  Receivers  of  all  the  Petitions  of  thofe 

who 

t  VUe  DugdaW%  Summnffox  the  Lordi ;  «nd  Frjmu^i  ParUamentary 
Megiflir,  Part  JI.  p.  66,  for  the  Commons. 

■  Dated  at  Lnves  ihSuJix,  Sepi,  13.  t/fyue  znCrafi,  S,  Edwardi. 

V  Totiui  Regmi  ConJUio  definitum  eft.  Regent  in  Regno  prcprio  commanert^ 
aec  pr9  Mffaudmf  ^nl  Sumfti<me  Regis  Francorum  ah  Aoglia  tgredJ  efi  per* 
ar/ai.     Mat.  Wcftna.  J^  ^  Annt. 
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And^  upon  thf6»  PudcttmatiM  Was  madc^  bj  the  King's 
Command,  in  the  Oreat  Hall  at  tf^ijlmin/ltr^  at  the 
Chancery-Bar»  and  befere  die  G<yurt8  of  the  King'i 
Bench  and  Exchequer,  in  the  GuildhaU  of  Lmim^  and 
in  IVeftdnaf^  in  thcfe  Words : 
Xirj'l  *  Know  ail  thofe  thftt  come  With  Petitions  to  this  api 
^  '  ^  ^  proachtiig  Parliament«that  they  deliver  them  from  Day 
«'to  Day,  betwixt  this  Time  and  the  firft  Skrtdaj  in  Lent 

*  at  the  fartheft,  to  Sir  Gilhirt  di  Roubiry^  Mafter  Jithn 

•  iti  CMfffy  i^c.  or  to  any  of  them,  who  are  appointed 

*  ^o  receive  them  to  the  arfbrefaid  Time  at  tho  fiirthcft*. 

•  And  by  this  Ordinance  and  Proclamation  all  Petitions 

♦  ibail  be  given  in  Accordingly.' 

After  this  the  King  afligned  ^\r  WiRiam  Ing^  Mafter 
Richard  di  Havering^  Sir  Ji^bn  de  Gildef^rd^  y^^^^  * 
*  Dalileigh^  and  Mafter  John  de  Weftetiy  Xo  receirc  aH 
the  Petitions  which  concerned  the  Kingdom  of  ScHknd* 
He  alfo  aifigned  the  Bifhop  of  Cbe/fer^  the  Earl  cfLht' 
ielfiy  Sir  Aymert  dt  Valence^  Sir  Jdhn  dt  Br^aign^  Sir 
John  de  Havering^  %\t  Arnold  de  Canpenrty  the  Prior  of 
Mafiy  Mafter  P^eter  Arnold  de  Bik^  Mafter  Peter  Erne- 
ricky  and  Sir  John  de  Sandale^  to  receive  and  anfwer  all 
the  Petitions  that  concern  the  People  ofGafcaigny^^  which 
may  be  anfwered  without  the  King.  The  King  alfo 
appointed  Sir  John  de  Benvyny  Sir  Henry  de  Siainton, 
iVilKam  de  Dene^  tyilliam  de  Aforttmer,  and  Roger  de 
Beanfon^  to  receive  all  the  Petitions  from  Ireland  and  the 
fflc  oiGuernfey^  «nd  to  anfwer  all  thofe  that  may  be  an* 
fwered  without  the  King.  And  all  Petitions  that  cither 
concern  Scotland y  Gafcoignyy  Ireland^  and  Guemfey  muft 
be  firft  delivered  to  thofe  appointed  by  the  aforcfaid 
Gilbert  de  Rouhiry^  Mafter  John  de  Gaaviy  John  de  Kirkt- 

And  of  ^iflbl-   iy^  and  Mafter  John  Buf^hy  in  the  Manner  aforefaid. 

¥ing  thcnu  Xhe  Bufinefs  of  the  Seffion  being  over,  this  following 

Proclamation  was  made  by  the  King's  Command,  which 
feems  to  be  the  Method  of  diflblving  a  Parliament  at 
that  Time: 

*  All  ArChbiftiops,  Bifliops,  and  other  Prelates,  Earls, 

•  Barons,  Knights  of  Shires,  Citizens  and  Burgeffes, 

*  and  all  other  of  the  Commons  which  are  come,  by 

'  the 

X  This  was  an  Allowance  in  Time  of  juft  a  Week  j  Eafier-Daj  lbi» 
Year,  1305,  was  on  ihc  18th  Qi  j9friU 
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*  tbe  Cdrnmand  of  our  Sorereign  L«rcl  tbe  King  to  this  Riof  Eiw^rd  l» 

<  ParUanient,  tbe  King  gives  them  many  Thanks  for 

<  their  coafing»  and  wills  that,  as  they  have  defired^ 

<  they  may  return  into  their  own  Country;  going  forth- 

*  widi  and  without  DelaV,  notwithftanding  other  Com- 

<  mands,  except  the  Biuiops,  Earls,  Baronk,  Juflices,     r  .^fi  1 

*  and  others,  who  are  of  the  Kme's  Council,  and  thofe     ••         •■ 

*  muft  not  dq)art  without  fpecial  Leave  from  the  Kinjg. 

*  Thofe  alfo  who  have  Bniinefs  have  Leave  to  follow  it. 
«  And  tbi  Knighis  which'  are  cotrn  for  the  Shires^  and 

*  others  for  tbe  Cities  and  Boroughs^  may  apply  them- 

*  felves  to  Sir  John  de  Kirkeby^  who  will  give  them  Briefs 

*  to  receive  their  Wages  in  their  feveral  Countries.  And 
'  the  afbrefaid  John  de  Kirkeby  is  hereby  commanded 

*  to  deliver,  to  the  Chancellor,  the  Names  of  all  the 
'  Knights  of  Shires,  and  the  Names  of  all  the  Citizens 

*  and  Bargefles,  that  come  for  fuch  Briefs  for  their  £x« 

*  pcnccs.* 

Many  are  the  Petitions  which  Rytey  has  gfven,  with 
the  Anfwers  to  them,  in  his  CollefKon ;  the  greateft  Part 
of  them  are  private  Concerns  and  Complaints:  There  is 
one,  however,  of  a  pubKc  Nature,  which  cannot  be  paf- 
fed  by  without  Notice  *.  This  is  vouched  by  an  Au- 
thority ftill  extant  atnongft  the  Records  in  the  Tower, 
which  is  ftiled;  Ordinatio  faSfa  per  Dominum  Regem  de 
ftabilitate  Terra  Scotiae ;  and  begins  thus.  Fait  a  re^ 
membrer  que  come  noftre  Seigneur  ie  Roy  de  fon  Parlement 
}f/  tynt  a  Weftmouere,  en  ^arreine  tan  de  fon  Regne 
trentifme  tierz  eufi  fait  ajavoir^  &c.  ».  The  whole  Aft 
conuins  the  new  Eftablifhment  of  the  Civil  Govern- 
mem  in  Scotland  \  but,  all  together,  is  much  too  long  and 
fore^  to  our  Purpofe  ;  what  may  be  thought  proper, 
is.  That  the  King  had  before  enjoined  the  Bimop  of 
ClafgoWy  the  Earl  of  Carrick^  and  John  de  Moubrar  to 
inquh'e  into  the  prefent  State  of  the  Kingdom  of  Scot' 
landy  and  what  Pcrfons  fliould  come  from  thence  to/^^^^p  - 
teprefent  that  Country  in  Parliament.  The  Commif-  pointed  to  rcprel 
iioners  reported  to  the  King,  amongft  other  Matters,  fent  the  Scots  la 
that  they  thought  ten  Perfons  were  Sufficient;  that  is  {f^^^f '^  ^*'* 

to  * 

«  TIm  whole  Proceeding  of  this  Parlitment  make  60  Pages  in  JRv/rt . 

a  CW*.  33  Edw.  I.  m.  13.  dorfo  in  fcidula,  Tbii  ftanda  is  the  onljr 
Ad  in  the  Parliaroentary  Records  for  this  King*t  Reign }  but  ii  printed 
ia  Brjnrti't  pMrlitmtntary  Regifter,  Vol.  III.  p.  105.3. 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


144  72^  Parliamentary  History 

'^XniEdwardhio  iay,  two  Biihops,  two  Abbots,  two  Earls,  twoBa-* 
ronS)  and  two  Commoners,  one  for  this  Side  of  the  Sea^ 
and  one  for  the  other  **,  to  be  chofen  by  the  whoU  Com-^ 
fnunity  of  Scotland^  on  a  Day  the  King  (hould  pleafe  to 
appoint.  The  King  agreed  to  this,  and  that,  as  theie 
ten  were  to  be  cleSed  by  the  whole  Community,  tha 
Community  (hould  bear  their  Expences  \  and  that  two 
£t  Men,  for  each  Part  of  the  Kingdom  aforefaid,  ihould 
be  chofen,  and  have  Power  to  raife  the  Money  to  defray 
this,  by  and  with  the  Advice  and  Confent  of  the  Guar- 
Idian  of  Scotland  and  the  Chamberlain. 

Thefe  Commlffioners  for  Scotland  were  directed,  by 
the  Aft,  to  meet  an  Englijh  Parliament  at  IVefimwfitr^ 
three  Weeks  after  the  Feaft  of  St.  John  Baptiji  next 
coming ;  but  it  was  afterwards  prorogued  two  feverai 
Times  ;  firft,  to  meet  on  the  Feaft  of  the  Affumption 
of  the  Virgin  [Augu/l  15]  ;  and  the  next  Time  to  th« 
Oflaves  of  the  Nativity  of  the  Bleffed  Virgin  [S^pt.  17] 
that  Year,  to  fit  to  do  Bufmefs.  The  Scots  Commif- 
jioners  came  to  this  Meeting;  and,  as  it  may  be  fome- 
what  curious  to  know  the  Names  and  Titles  of  thoCe 
that  were  thus  deputed,  we  (ball  give  them  as  follow, 
viz.  The  Biihops  of  St,  Andrew's  and  Dunkeld^  the 
Abbots  of  Coupar  and  Meauzes^  the  Earl  of  Bucham^ 
Meff.  John  de  Mouhrayy  Robert  de  Keitb^  Adam  di  Gor^ 
don^  and  John  de  Inchemartyn :  Earl  Patrick  was  elefted 
as  the  tenth,  but,  he  not  appearing,  the  King  nominated 
the  Earl  of  Monteth  in  his  Stead.  Thefe  Scots  Com- 
miifioners  were  afligned  by  the  King  to  treat  with  two- 
and-twenty  Englijh^  chofen  from  the  Clergy,  Lords,  and 
Commons,  about  fettling  the  Civil  Government  of  Scot» 
land  on  the  beft  Foundation.  Thefe  Commiffioners, 
together,  nominated  and  appointed  John  Earl  of  Brit- 
tain  Lord-Lieutenant  and  Guardian  of  the  whole  King* 
dom  of  Scotland ;  ffilliam  de  Bevercotes^  Chancellor  ; 
and  John  de  SandaU^  Chamberlain.  They  alfo  appointed 
eight  Juflices  in  Eyre^  half  Scots^  half  Englijh^  there  alio 
named,  who  were  to  prefide  over  four  feverai  Diftridls 
afligned  them  in  that  Kingdom.  Laftly,  they  named 
all  the  Sheriffs  for  each  County,  and  niade  many  more 
Kules  and  Ordinances  for  the  better -governing  this  con- 
quered 

b  Wc  fuppofc  the  Iflw.    The  old  French  is,  Un  dt  c<g  U  Mere,  €t  un 
mutrt  di  la.    Rjley,  p.  243* 
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quered  Country,  which  were  all  confirmed  by  the  ICingKk»15^«^l» 
in  this  Parliament.   The  Whole  of  this  Aft,  if  properly 
introduced,  would  make  a  confiderable  Anecdote  in  a 
generil  Hiftory  of  Britain. 

The  Public  A£is  ^  have  ftivcn  ys  a  Copy  of  the  Writs, 
dated  at  Winchejler^  April  ^^  1306,  for  fununoning  an* 
other  Parliament  to  attend  there  on  the  Morrow  of  the 
Hfilj  Trinity  [May  30]  that  Year.  The  Archbiflwp  of 
Canterbury  was  not  called  to  this  Meeting ;  and  it  ap» 
pws  by  the  fame  Authority,  and  by  a  Copy  of  the 
King's  Letter  to  the  Pope,  there  inferted,  dat^  at  MTv- 
cbefter^  April  6,  Reg.  34,  that  he  was  then  in  Difgrace  ^ 
Several  other  Letters  confirm  it  alfo,  but  it  will  ftill  be 
made  more  evident  by  the  Sequel;  for  it  is  necefTary 
here,  in  order  to  keep  up  the  Thread  of  our  Hiftory,  to 
relate  feme  Fa£b  which  happened  at  this  Time;  and 
though  they  ar^  not  flri6ily  Parliamentary,  yet  they  bear 
a  flrong  Reference  to  what  Was  done  in  former  Parlia-  J  ^^9  J 
ments. 

King  Edward  had  been  long  uneafy  in  his  Mind,  and 
looked  upon  the  confirming  the  Liberties,  contained  in 
the  two  Great  Charters,  as  a  Diminution  of  the  Royal 
Prerogative,  as  appears  by  a  Complaint  which  he  made 
to  the  Pope  on  that  Occalion.  t7/.f/w/»/ V.  who  cxpcftcd 
to  find  his  Account  in  difintangling  the  King,  made  ufe 
of  the  Plenitude  of  his  Power,,  and,  by  a  Bull,  ^^^ohtif^^J^^^ 
bim,  in  Form,  from  all  Oaths  and  Excomnuinications  f^  the  Oath 
which  he  lay  under  for  the  Obfervancc  of  theie  Char-  he  had  taken  to 
ters  *.     And  bccaufe  the  Prelates  had  obli^  them-  ^^^^«  ^^^"* 
Iclvcs,  by  Aft  of  Parliament,  to  publifli  an  Excommu*    ^"'    ^* 
nication  againft  thofe  that  broke  the  Charters,  to  avoid 
the  Tenor  of  this  Cenfure  alfo,  the  fame  Holy  Fa- 
ther, in  another  Bull  fent  to  the  Bifhop  of  W?rr^/r  % 
pronounces  all   fuch  Excommunications  void  and  of 
none  EScfk.     In  the  former  Bull  the  Pope  declares, 
*  That  in  Cafe  the  King  had  fwom  to  keep  the  Char» 
ters  above-mentioned,  yet  fince  he  had  alfo  fworn,  at 
his  Coronation,  to  maintain  the  Rights  of  the  Crown, 
it  was  reafonable  a  Regard  fhould  be  had  to  this  prior 
Engagement,  and  therefore  his  Holinefs  gives  him  a 

Vol.  I.  K  Releafe 

b  Tom.  IL  p.  986.    <  Ihid.  p.  989* 

<  Fmd,  jfng,  Tom.  II.  p.  979,    Dot.  Lpgduoi,  4  KM.  Jan.  Pontiji' 
<*?.  Jui  Primt, 

c  fFUliam  de  Oaiffiurgbt 
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Kin^Sdwardh  ReTeafe  from  all  Promifes  prejudicial  to  his  andent  Ff«^ 
rogativc/ 

Tyrrel  takes  Notice,  upon  this  Occafion^  that,  at  the 
fame  Time  the  King  obtained  this  Bull  from  the  Pope 
for  himfelf,  he  complained  to  the  Pontiff  for  granting 
the  like  Abfolution  for  the  Stots^  upon  their  aJledging 
that  their  Oath  of  Fealty  had  been  obtained  from  them 
by  Compulfion ;  and  from  thence  he  draws  this  Re- 
mark, ^  That  Princes,  as  well  as  ordinary  Pcrfons,  are 

•  often  fo  tranfported  by  Self-Love,  that  they  judge  of 
<  their  own  A^ons  by  one  Rule,  and  of  thofe  that  are 
5  anywife  fubjedl  to  them^  or  und^r  their  Power,  by 

*  another.' 

The  King's  Confcience  being  now  at  Eafe,  he  puts 
in  Execution  a  Proje<9:  that  had  long  lain  revolving  ia 
his  Mind :  This  was  to  make  a  ftrid  Inquiry  into  the 
Mutiny  and  Behaviour  of  the  Barons  during  his  Abfence 
[  130  ]  in  Flaniersy  as  is  above  related.  He  began  with  the 
Earl  Marfhal;  who,  being  now  in  no  Condition  either  to 
deny  the  ¥zGt  or  juftify  it,  cafts  himfelf  upon  the  King's 
Mercy,  made  him  Heir  to  all  his  Lands  and  Pofleffions, 
and  even  his  Titles,  and  obtained  a  Pardon  ^  The  reft 
of  the  Confederates  were  alfo  examined,  confefled,  and 
were  deeply  fined.  At  laft  the  King  fends  for  the  Arch- 
.  bifhop  of  Canterbury^  expoftulates  with  him  as  being  at 
the  Head  of  the  Malecontents,  and  lays  High  Treafoa 
to  his  Charge ;  particularly  that,  when  the  King  was 
abfent  on  the  Score  of  the  War  in  Francty  the  Arch- 
bifhop  entered  into  a  Confederacy  with  the  Earls  and 
Barons,  '  To  depofe  his  Majefty,  to  imprifon  him  for 
^  Life,  and  to  fet  up  his  Son  Edward  in  his  Place.' 

The  Prelate  now  loft  all  his  former  Courage,  and^ 
being  feverely  reproached  by  the  King  for  his  Perfidy, 
he  offered  nothing  in  his  Juftification,  but  threw  him* 
felf  at  the  King's  Feet,  wept,  and  implored  his  Pardon  ^5 
tiay,  he  was  fo  far  confounded,  that.  Authors  fay,  he 
offered  the  King  his  Pall,  and  deftred  his  Bleffing.    The 

King 

r  fro  obtinenda  Gratia,  eonflituit  Regent  H^redtm  fuum  Uni'verfirum* 
Mat.  Wcftminftcr,  Jub  Anno  1305. 

g  Mat,  WefiminRer  ;  fFatfingbam,  p.  91  }  Chron.  ^.  Thorn,  col.  2003: 
tyrrel  fays  that  the  laft-quoted  Author  is  partial  in  his  Account  of  thiJ 
Matter,  becaufe  the  Archbiihop  had  inyaded  certain  Rights  and  Privileges 
belonging  to  the  Abbey  of  St,  jiuftin  in  Canterbury,  of  which  he  was  a. 
Monk.  But  li  Thorn  was  partial,  the  afore-cited  Authors  could  not  bc  $9 
•n  the  iamc  Occafion^  who  both  agree  ia  near  the  iame  Story, 
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King  replied.  That  he  forgot  his  Charadter,  and  that  \t^^%M^wardl^ 
was  more  proper  for  himfelf  to  receive  than  to  give  a 
Bleffing.     In  (hbrt,  the  King  delivered  over  the  Prelate 
to  the  rope's  Mercy ;  who,  on  a  Hearing  of  the  whole 
Matter  at  Rome^  fufpended  him  ah  Officio  et  Beruficio  5  , 

imder  which  Sufpenfion  he  continued  all  that  Reign. 

I 

We  come  now  to  the  laft  Parliament  called  by  this  Anno  Regni  354 
King,  which  wa^  to  meet  at  Carlijle  on  the  21ft  of  %-       ^*^' 
tuary^  in  the  Year  1307  ^ ;  which  vras  not  only  the  laft.    At  Carlijk* 
but  the  longeft,  accordmg  to  Prymtiy  of  any  he  held  be- 
fore.   We  do  not  find  that  the  Writs  for  fummonitig 
the  Commons  to  this  Parliament  are  extant ;  but  thofe 
de  Exfenjis  Militum,  at  the  End  of  it,  are  printed  in  the 
4th  Part  of  Prynne's  Regifterj  dated  Carlijle ^  March  lo, 
by  which  it  appears  they  were  to  be  allowed  habito  Re^ 
fpe^u  ad  Led  Di/iantiam^  it  ad  Moramfuam  diutinam^ 
viz*  a  di^is  OSiavis  ufqui  ad  Dominicam  in  Ramis  Pal^ 
narumy  rationabiles  Expenfas  fuas  in  veniendo  ad  nos^ 
ibidem  morandoy  ut  pradiifttm  eji^  et  txindi  ad  propria 
redeundo. 

The  firft  Bufinefs  of  this  Aflcmbly  was  to  confider  of 
Means  to  (ccure  the  Pofleffion  of  Scotland^  by  uniting  [  '3*  J 
that  Kingdom  to  England j  as  appears  in  the  Body  of  the 
Writs  to  the  Lords,  dated  at  Lanercoft^  November  3, 
preceding.  Edward  was  refolvcd  to  (pare  nothing  to 
keep  the  Scots  in  Awe,  and  even  to  ufe  the  moft  rigorous 
Methods  \  but  the  Face  of  Affairs  was  to  be  much  al- 
tered in  that  Kingdom  before  any  fixed  Refolution  could 
be  taken  about  it. 

At  this  Meeting  great  Complaints  were  made  by  the  Compltlnts  of 
Barons  againft  one  frtlliam  Tejla,  an  Italian  Pricft,  fent  "^^^^^^  ^^ 
by  the  Pope,  for  fcveral  Oppreffions  and  Extortions  of 
Money,-  ^m  the  Churches  and  Monafteries  of  this 
Kingdom,  not  heretofore  ufed.  It  was  therefore  prohi- 
bited the  faid  Prieft,  by  the  Confent  of  the  Earls  and 
Barons  ',  to  do  any  Thing  of  the  like  Nature  for  the 
fiiture ;  and  MefTengers  were  ordered  to  be  fent  to  the 
K  2  Pope 

'  In  OBahis  S.  Hiltrii.     The  Writ  for  {ummonin%Thomat  Etrl  of  J^«- 
f  r/w,  \m-ith  the  reft  of  the  Lords,  is  in  Rjmtr^t  Fud,  Tom.  II.  p.  104a, 
See  DugdaWz  Su/nmonst  p.  50,  51. 
i  Dt  j9Jfenfu  Cemitum  tt  Baronnrnt    Mat.  Weftminfter* 
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}^iEdw4ril,V^  to  prevent  fucb  Proceedings  from  that  See  ^.  la 
the  (ame  ParliaiBent  fome  Statutes  were  enaded,  touch- 
ins  tboTe  Religious  Societies  that  had  their  principal 
Monafteries  bejond  Seas  ^ 

At  this  very  Tinto  it  was  that  the  Btfliop  of  Liulh' 
fields  High-Treafur«r>  put  the  Kii^  in  Mind  wliat  a 
pernicious  Favourite  the  Prince  his  Son  had  got  of 
Fierce  Gavefimj  a  debauched  young  Man ;  and  of  the 
bad  Confequences  that  might  enfue  from  that  Familia- 
rity. Edward  refolved  to  apply  a  Remedy,  and  there- 
fore, by  the  Advice  of  the  Parliament,  Gavejien  was  ba- 
niibed  the  Realm,  as  a  Corrupter  of  the  young  Prince* 
Moreover,  the  King  cauied  his  Son  to  fwear  never  to 
Tierce  GavffloM  recall  him,  and  Gaveflon  to  fwear  alio  never  more  to 
bamihcd.  return  to  England.     Upon  that  Condition  he  allowed 

him  a  Penfion  of  xoo  Marks,  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
r         1     Duchy  of  Guutme  °^.    This  Favourite  was  the  Occafion 
of  much  Difturbance  in  the  fucceeding  Reign. 

There  came  alTo  to  the  faid  Meeting  a  Roman  Car- 
dinal, one  Peter  of  Spain^  fent  as  an  Ambaflador  by  the 
Pope. into  England^  in  order  to  conclude  a  Marriage  be«^ 
twixt  the  Kine's  eldeft  Son,  Edward,  Prince  of  H^ales^ 
and  Ifabella,  Daughter  of  the  King  of  France,  which, 
for  the  Sake  of  Peace  between  the  two  Crowns,  had  be- 
fore been  projedcd  by  Beniface  the  laft  Pope  ».  The 
King,  on  his  Part,  faid  he  was  ready  to  ftand  to  the 
Agreement,  if  the  French  King  would  fulfill  all  the  Ar- 
ticles 

^  The  Artlclety  (even  in  Number,  drawn  up  agaiof^  the  Court  of  /{«■» 
at  this  Time,  are  in  RyJey*%  Flacita  ParliamentariM,  f.  380  ;  and  in  CoU 
iier'%  EccJefiaftical Hijioryf  Vol.  f .  p.  500.  The  fame  Authorities  alfo  give 
us  I  Rcmonfirsnce  againft  the  Oppreflions  of  the  faid  Court,  which  was 
droppM  in  the  Parliament- Houfe  at  this  Meeting.    Both  thefc  are  too  long 


for  our  Purpofc.     See  alfo  Brady* t  ComfUat  Hifiorj,  Vol.  II.  p.  87,  fife. 

1  Statutum  ie  ajportatis  Religioforum ;  in  the  Statutes  at  h 
p^hfik  580  J  m'xnKylty^  P  loci  ta  Parliament  aria  t  p»  311. 


nt  The  Sentence,  in  old  French^  h  in  Rywur'i  Ftcdera,  Tom.  IX.  p.  I04.S* 
n  ^uiJam  Cardlnalis  SabinenAs  ^ctrus  Hifpanus.  Mat,  Wtjiminfttrm 
It  feems  that  the  Buiinefs  of  this  Cardinal  was  not  fo  much  to  conclude 
this  Marriage,  as  to  enrich  bimfelf  by  the  Plunder  of  the  Churches,  &Cm 
For  the  old  Monk  of  JVefiminfter  tells  us  that  this  Cardinal,  at  his  Returia 
from  Car'ifle  to  Lottefctt,  produced  a  Bull,  by  which  he  was  empowered  to 
plunder,  depilart  Ecclejias  Anglicanas,  exa^ing  from  all  Cathedral,  Con- 
ventual, Regular  or  Irregular,  Churches  and  Priories,  Twelve  Marks  Sttr* 
ting ;  and  from  every  Rc£tory  Eight-Pence  from  each  Mark.  'Till  at  laft 
the  King  and  Council  thought  fit  to  ordain,  that  the  faid  Cardinal  Aoold 
have  no  more  than  what  was  allowed  to  Cardinal  Ottchni,  which  was  juft 
the  Half  of  %\ha(  the  other  demanded* 
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tides  on  his  Side.  A  fmall  Caftle  in  Guienne^  which  th«  ^^%  £dwsrdV 

King  of  France  had  not  yet  delivered  up,  obftru£led  the 

Marriage  for  this  Time^  and,  though  it  foon  after  took 

Place,  yet  Edward  never  lived  to  fee  it,  dying  this  Year 

of  a  DyjGyatcry,  at  Burgh  up$n  Sands^  in  Cumberland^  The  King's 

and  left  bis  eldeft  Son,  Edward^  Heir  to  his  Kingdoms,  Death, 

with  all  bis  Glories  and  all  his  Conqueft$  "*. 

It  is  out  of  the  Courie  of  thefe  Parliamentary  Pro- 
feedings  to  attempt  the  Chara&ers  of  any  of  our  Kings^ 
much  leis  of  this  great  and  warlike  King  now  before  us. 
His  Battles,  Sieges,  and  Conquefts  we  leave  to  our  more 
general  Hiftorians  to  relate ;  and  his  political  Capacity, 
in  r^ard  to  his  own  Subjects,  may  be  beft  gathered  from 
his  Condud  and  Dealings  with  his  Parliaments  through- 
out the  whole  Courfe  of  his  Reign.  It  has  been  uid 
that  this  King  gave  the  laft  Sanaion  to  the  two  Great 
Charters,  whereby  they  were  eftablifhed  for  ever :  But 
we  fear  that,  if  he  had  lived  to  return  from  this  laft 
^eU  Expedition,  he  would  have  availed  himfelf  of  the 
Pope's  Bull  of  Abfolution,  and  at  once  have  thrown  ofF 
the  Shackles  he  thought  his  Subje£b  had  impofed  upon 
him.  That  painful  and  voluminous  Writer  and  Col- 
ledor  of  Englijh  Records  and  Hiftory,  Mr.  Prynne^  has 
left  behind  him  his  Sentiments'on  this  Matter,  in  which 
be  has  difplayed  his  true  Proteftant  Zeal  againft  Popes 
and  their  Bulls  to  fome  Purpofe.  We  i)iall  give  it  in 
his  own  Words,  without  any  other  Comment  or  Ani* 
madveriioni^. 

*  The  King  having  now  crufhed  the  Earls  and  Barons 

who  had  formerly  oppoied  and  confpired  againft  him, 

with  this  Archbilhop,  the  Captain,  chief  Author,  and 

K  3  Encou- 

•  This  Year  alfo,  according  to  the  Archbilhop  of  CafijePz  Englijh  Hijlo* 
ricji  Library t  died  our  Contemporary  Hiftorian,  Matthew  of  Wirjimiijiirp 
iKled,  for  his  admirable  CoUe^ions*  FloriUgus^ 

Thae  ire  feveral  Statutes  made  at  different  Tiroes,  hut  whether  in  Coun-  ^ 

tils  or  ParJiaments  we  know  not :  They  arc  extant  in  the  Statutes  at  large, 
bttt  are  not  taken  Notice  of  by  our  Hidorians,  r/a. 
Stat,  de  ProteSHonibust  at  H7fimitf     The  Statute  Je  Feoffatis,  May  27, 

/er,  Novn  1%,     3»  Edward  I.         ^j.  Edward  U  An,  1506. 

An.  1 304.  Articles  of  Inqui(ition  on  the  Sta* 

A  DeAaition  of  Confpiratort,  tute  at  IVinchefier^  &c, 

Sututc  of  CbafKperty,  Sef»  18, 1305.      A  Statute  of  amortifing  Lands* 
An  Ordinance  for  Inqoefts.  A  Statute  of  Liberties,  ^t* 

As  Ordinance  for  fneafurin^  of  Land.     Qrdinatio  Forefia,  ^c% 

f  Frynnii  Parliamentary  Records,  Vol,  III.  p.  1097,  8, 
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King£iwjrrfI,j;ncouragcr  of  their  Confpiracy,  ^ia  hujus  Inttftina 
Seditionis  cauja^'juramentum Rtgni  lui Proceribus  de  ob^ 
fervandis  eorum  Privilegiis  et  Immumtatibus  a  fe  preftitum 
effi  fenferat  ejus  Religione  amplius  non  tenerl^  fed  Papal! 
Juthoritatefolvi  voluit :  Obtinuitque  Rex  a  Domino  Papa 
Abfolutionem  a  yuramento  quod  invitus  praifliterat  fuper 
ebjervantia  Libertatum  abas  a  Comitibus  et  Baronibus 
•  gxa^arum ;  ufus  Confuetudine  et  Cautela  Paterna  (fcilicet 
Avi  et  Patris  fui  Regis,  Joannis  et  Henrici  III.)  qui  quo- 
ties  inftabat  Necejfitas  de  facili  jurare  voluit  fefatisfaSfu^ 
rum  Fctis  eorum  ^  et  e&dem  facilitate  voluit  re  filer e  quotiet 
fibi  Tempus  commodius  acciderit^  pretendens  femper  Pa» 
falem  Abfolutionem  a  prafiito  Juramento :  ^a  Regum 
tarn  fupina  Cacitate^  papalis  Juris  diSfio  ad  earn  Magnt^ 
iudinem  crevit^  ut  Reges  plus  quam  iEgyptiaca  Obfcuri- 
tate  involuti^  Papa  tantum  Juthoritatis  deferentes^  quee^ 
cunque  vel  firmiffima  acfan£fiJfimaQura  atque  Faedera  ea 
diffolvi  poffe  fape  ad  fuam  et  Regnorum  Perniciem  are* 
debant  In  Hebdomada  Pafchte^  fecit  Rex  publicari  Bul^ 
lam  Apofiolicam  fuper  Abfolutione  Juramenti  pra/liti  fu^ 
per  de  ajforeflatlone  jampridem  fa£la  et  fervanda^  /jr- 
communicando  Jus  Jurandum  illudfervare  volentesj  dam^ 
nantes  vero  illud  approbat  et  abfolvit. 

*  What  could  be  more  atheiftical,  anti-chriftian,  dia- 
bollcaU  fcandalous,  deftrudivc  to  Chriftian  Religion, 
Public  Faith,  Honefty,  Jufticc,  and  human  Society,  than 
for  this  and  other  Popes,  by  their  impious  Bulls,  to  cano- 

\  nizc  profeffed  Perjury  and  Breach  of  folemn  Oaths  for  a 

Chriftian  Virtue,  and  damn  the  Obfervation  of  them  for 

J  r  .a  moft  deteftablc  Crime  ?  Yea,  to  excommunicate  all 

thofe  as" unworthy  the  Privilege,  Name,  or  Society  of 
Chriftians,  who  made  a  Confcience  to  obferve  their  fo- 
lemn, facced  Oaths ;  and  yet  to  approve,  abfolve  all 
thofe  as  moft  innocent,  meritorious  Chriftians,  who 
perfidiouflv  and  wilfully  violated  them  i  This  Jetting 
loofe  the  Lion,  and  untying  the  King  from  the  Cove- 
rant  made  with  his  Subjefls  concerning  their  Charters 
confirmed  to  them  by  his  three  laft  Ads  of  Parliament, 
by  abfolving  him  from  his  Oath,  was  an  A<^  of  little 
Piety  in  the  Pope,  and  of  as  little  Confciencc  in  the 
King ;  who  (as  if  he  now  fhould  have  no  more  Need  of 
his  Subje<5b)  difcovered  with  what  Sincerity  he  did  i(, 
it  Samuel  DanieF^  juft  Cenfure  of^  and  Obfervations 

thereon  ; 
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thereofl ;  which  unworthy  A^  God  himlelf  exemplari]yKiii|£Aiwrif  I. 
retaliated,  by  the  Scots  Violation  of  their  Oaths,  Cove- 
nants, and  new  Ordinance,  moft  folemnly  made  and 
{worn  by  them  to  King  Edward  in  Parliament,  without 
any  papal  Abfblution,  and  raifmg  new  Rebellions  againft 
him,  when  he  was  moftiecure^  to  bis  unparallelM  Vexa- 
tioa.' 

To  conclude  our  Hiftorical  Account  of  Parliaments  [  i33  3 
in  this  King's  Reign,  it  cannot  be  amifs  to  infert  the 
Names  of  the  Bifhops,  Abbots,  Priors,  and  Barons  that 
were  called  and  appeared  at  this  laft  Parliament  held  at 
Carlijle.  John  Stowi  *,  who  has  preferved  this  Lift  in 
Part,  writes.  That  he  had  feen  an  old  Regrfter,  of  good 
Authority,  containing  the  Names  of  87  Earls  and  Ba- 
ms, 20  Bifhops,  61  Abbots,  and  8  Priors;  befides 
manv  Deans,  Archdeacons,  and  other  inferior  Clerks  of 
the  Convocation ;  the  Mafter  of  the  Knights  Templars  ; 
and  of  every  County  two  Knights,  of  every  City  two 
Citizens,  and  of  every  Borough  two  Burgefles,  (sTr* 
But  the  following  is  a  complete  Lift  of  the  Prelates, 
Abbots,  and  Barons,  in  this  Parliament,  taken  from  the 
Record  itfelf. 

The  Names  of  thofe  who  were  fummoned  to  Parliament 
in  the  25th  Year  of  King  £dward  L  at  Carlifle,  in 
the  O^aves  of  St.  Hilary,  [Jan.  21]  in  order  to  treat 
upon  the  Affairs  of  Scotland,  and  other  Matters  fpe^ 
dally  relating  to  this  Kingdom. 

J^D  WA  R  D  Prince  of  Edmund  Earl  of  Arundale^  Lift  of  the  Paf. 

-^  Wales^  John  de  Britain^   Earl  of  Ji»»ff  ^^^«*  «^' 

Barons-        ^  "^  Richmond,  •       "^^f^  ^'^ 

Henry  Lacy,  Earl  of  Lin-  Guy  Beauchamp^    Earl  of 

coin,  Warwick^ 

Ralph  Mounthermer,  Earl  Robert  Vere,  Earl  of  Ox^ 

of  Gloucejler  and  Hert-       ford, 

ford,  Gilbert  VmfreviUe^  Earl  of 
Thomas  Earl  of  Lancajler^  Angus, 

Humphrey  Bohun,  Earl  of  Henry  of  Lancajler^ 

Hereford  and  .Ejfex,  Aymer  of  Valence^ 

John  Warren,  Earl  of  Sur^  John  Ferrers^ 

rey^  Henry  Piercy^ 


c  See  Sfowt^t  Cbron.  p.  21  Xt    ^J^t  ?•  3i^» 
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Iting  EJhmrd  h  Barons.  William  Martin^ 


Hugh  SpinceTy 
Robert  Fitz-WalUr^ 
William  Latimer j 
Robert  Cliffords 
Robert  JIaontaltep 
Hugh  de  Veer  J 
Walter  Faulconberge^ 
Ralph  Bajet^  oi  Draitptt 
Roger  la  TVarTf 
John  Paynelly 
Alexander  Baliol^ 
Hugh  Pointz^ 
Roger  Mortimer 9 
I  «34  ]     William  Rither^ 
Reginald  de  Grey^ 
Walter  de  Muncy^ 
Robert  de  Scales^ 
Adam  de  Well, 
Almaric  de  St.  Amand^ 
William  Cantalupe^ 
John  Ef^aignOf 
Gilbert  Feche^ 
John  de  Clavering, 
tfWiam  de  Leyburn^ 
John  de  Beauchampy  of  So^ 

merfet, 
William  Grandifm^ 
'John  Haftings^ 
John  le  Mare^ 
j[ohn  de  RiverSy 
John  de  Mphun^ 
iPeter  de  Mawley^ 
Robert  Fitz-Pain^ 
Hugh  de  Courtney^ 
Edmond  Deyncourt, 
John  St.  John^  of  Lagebam^ 
Geoffrey  de  Geynual, 
Thomas  de  Furniva(^ 
Robert  de  Tony, 
Thomas  de  Berkeley^ 
William  de  Brewfe^ 
Peter  Cofbet^ 


Thomas  de  Multon^ 
John  ap  Adam, 
Philip  de  Kyme, 
John  de  Segrave, 
Robert  FitZ'Roger^ 
yohn  VEJlrange^ 

Uhn  Vljle, 

fobn  de  Sudley^ 

h'mon  Mountacute^ 
Walter  deTey^ 
Edmund  de  Hqftings^ 
John  de  Lancafier^ 
JohndeSt.John^ 
Henry  Tregoze^ 
John  hovel  de  Tichmercb^ 
Alan  la  Zoiuh, 
Henry  Teyes, 
Nicholas  Segrave^ 
Fulke  Fitz^Waren, 
John  FitZ'Rei^naldf 
Geoffrey  Camvtle^ 
William  le  Vavafiur^ 
William  de  Ferrers^ 
Robert  Grendon, 
Edmund  Stafford^ 
Ralph  FiiZ'William. 
Thomas  de  la  Roche  j 
Theobald  de  Verdon,  juiu 
William  Tuchet, 
Henry  Huffey.     Total  fi6. 

Bishops. 

Archbifhop  of  York^ 

Biihops  of  Lincoln^ 
London^ 
Cfmbejler, 
Exetcrj 
Hereford^ 
Salijbury^ 
Llandaffy 
St.  Afaphy 
Bangor^ 

Biihops 
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Bishops^ 
Hiihops  of  St,  David's^ 
Coventry  and 
Litchfield^ 
Bath  zxAty elk. 
Norwich^ 
Rocheft^r^ 
Durham^ 
Carlijle^ 

Eh. 

.  Worcejler^ 
Winchejier.  20, 

Abbots. 
Of  S/.  Augujlln^  in  Canter* 
buryy 
St.  Edmund/bury^ 
St.  Jlban'Sy 
Weftminfter^ 
WaUbam^ 
Evejham^ 

St.  Maryj  at  IVi, 
Reterborotigbf 
Ramfey^ 
Wincbecomb^ 
Glouce/ler^ 
Briftolj 
Malmejbury^ 
Glqftenbury^ 
Selby^ 

Cirencejlefj 
Readings 


OfPumeys^ 
Sawley^ 
jflnuficty 

St.    Ofitby 

BarUnffei^ 

Tuphclmt 

Bilev, 

DaUj 

Newhusp 

Croxtotty 

Cocierfandf 

St.  Radegaund^ 

Tichfield^ 

Torrtf 

Holmecoltbramf 

fTelieci, 

HaUs, 

New  Mlnfter^ 

Jorevaly 

Founti^fHiSp 

Sylandf 

jMaux^ 

KyrieftaU, 

Roche^ 

Ruffordj 

Vatdieu, 

Grendon^ 

Stanley  in  Arden^ 

Pipewelly 

Combe^ 

^afingwerke. 


»53 


£135  3 


48. 


Stavje^  adds  the  Names  of  fome  other  Abbots,  of 
which  tne  Record  takes  no  Notice :  Thofe  are  there-* 
fore  omitted* 

The  King  commanded  the  Bifliops  to  give  Orders  to 
their  Deans  and  Chapters,  and  to  the  Clergy  of  their 
rcfpeQive  Diocefes,  to  fend  Proflors  for  the  fame  Pur- 
pofe;  all  whofe  Names  are  inferted  in  the  fame  Record^ 
but  too  numerous  to  be  recited. 

Writs  alfo  were  iffued  to  the  SherifFs  of  every  County, 
to  fend  for  each  Shire  two  Knights,  for  every  City  two 

Citizens^ 
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Ki0|jE/iiw^  I.  Citizens,  and  for  every  Borough  two  Burgefles,  AddU^ 
turn  Parliamentum  venire^  ad  Tra£iandum^  &c.  but  dieir 
Names  are  wholly  omitted  in  the  Record. 

[  136  ]        '^^^  following  Account  of  the  Price  of  Provifions  in 
this  Reign,  will  help  to  afcertain  the  Amount  of  the 
Wccof  ProTi-  Taxes  in  modern  Money.     In  the  Year  1288  Wheat 
fiont  in  this     was  fold  at  London  for  3/.  4^,  a  Quarter,  when  it  was 
***^  d^areft;  and  in  other  Parts  abroad  for  20  d.  16  d.  and 

for  lid,  the  Quarter,  and  in  the  Weft  and  North  Parti 
for  id.  Barley  for  6d.  and  Oats  for  4//.  the  Quarter. 
And  in  the  Year  1299  a  fat  Cock  was  fold  for  i^d,  two 
Pullets  for  lid.  z  fat  Capon  2 ^d.  a Goofe  4^.  a  Mal- 
lard i^d.  z  Partridge  lid.  z  Pheazant  4^.  a  Heron  6^.. 
-  a  Plover  id.  a  Swan  3^.  a  Crane  Jid.  two  Wood- 
cocks 1 4  i.  a  fat  Lamb  from  Chriftmas  to  Shrovetide  x  6  rf. 
and  all  the  whole  Year  after  for  4^,  *• 

T  A  X  E  S  /»  this  King's  Reign. 

Taxes gnhted  to TN  his  4th  Year,  if.  D.  1276,  he  had  a  Fifteenth 
^^%£d%»ardu\  granted  him  by  the  Earls,  Barons,  Great  Men,  and 
CQmmunity  of  the  Kinedom ;  and  by  the  Archbiihop 
of  Canterbury  and  his  Suffragans,  a  Subfidy  of  their 
Goods  (not  faid  how  much)  as  a  free  Gift  only,  not  to 
be  drawn  into  Example  *. 

In  the  5th  Year  the  Laity  gave  him  the  twelfth  Part 
of  their  Goods  towards  carrying  on  the  War  in  finales  ^. 
In  the  1  ith  Year,  towards  the  War  againft  the  If^eljh^ 
the  Laity  gave  him  a  thirtieth,  and  the  Clergy  a  twen- 
tieth Part  of  their  Goods.     Pope  Nicholas  IV.  granted 
him  a  Tenth  of  all  Ecclefiaftical  Benefices,  according  to 
their  true  Value,  upon  Oath,  throughout  all  England  ; 
to  be  received  for  the  Space  of  fix  Years  next  cnfuing, 
for  the  Relief  of  the  Holy  Land  againft  the  Turks  *. 
In  the  19th  Year  the  Archbifhops,  Bifhops,  Abbots, 
r  137  ]     Priors,  Earls,  Barons,  and  all  others  of  the  Kingdom 
or  Government,  granted  a  Fifteenth  of  all  their  move- 
able Goods  **.     This  Tax  was  to  recompenfe  the  King 

for 

»  Sfowe*9  Cbron, 
a  Rot.  Pat.  4  £//w.  T. 
b  rbo.  iVykes  Htft.  Ang,  fuh  An.  1277. 

«  Ihid^  An.  12S3  ;  and  the  Chronicle  of  Lanercoft,  quoted  by  TVrr*/. 
d  This  appears  by  the  Chequer- Roll  in  the  19th  of  Edward  I,   with 
the  King'i  Remembrancer,    initr  Cmmunia  de  7crm,  Mich«  Rttt  M^«  5* 
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fer  the  Lofs  he  had  fuftained  by  the  Baniihinent  of  the  Kios^'^mv^l- 

JiWS. 

In  the  22d  Year  the  Prelates  and  Clergy  granted  the 
Moiety,  or  Half,  of  their  Benefices  and  Goods ;  to  be 
taken,  one  third  Part  at  the  Feaft  of  All- Saints  next  co- 
ming ;  the  other  third  Part,  fifteen  Days  after  Eqfter ;  and 
the  laft  third  Part,  fifteen  Days  after  St.  John  Baptifi 
then  next  coming.  And  in  the  fame  Year,  at  a  Parlia- 
ment holden  on  the  1 2th  of  November  zt  ff^tflminjlir^ 
when  four  Knights  were  fummoned  from  every  County^ 
to  confult  and  confent  to  fuch  Things  as  the  Earls,  Ba« 
rons,  and  Great  Men  fhould  ordain>  for  themfelves  and 
the  Communities  of  the  Counties  °,  they  gave  the  King 
a  tenth  Part  of  their  moveable  Goods  ^.  In  the  fame 
Month  the  City  of  London  jirzntcd  a  fixth  Part  of  their 
moveable  Goods,  as  a  Subiidy  toward  the  War.  About 
the  fame  Time  there  were  Commiffioners  appointed  to 
require,  in  Perfon,  the  Men  of  all  his  Demefne  Cities 
and  Towns  in  all  the  Counties  of  Englandy  by  all  Ways 
they  (hould  fee  expedient,  to  grant  a  fixth  Part,  as  Lon^ 
don  had  done,  that  it  might  mew  Example  to  others  of 
his  Demefne  Towns  «. 

In  his  23d  Year  the  Clergy  gave  the  King  a  Tenth; 
the  Earls,  Barons,  Knights,  and  others  ^  of  the  King-  > 

dom,  gave  an  Eleventh ;  and  the  Citizens  and  BurgefTes, 
and  other  good  Men  of  his  Demefnes,  gav.e  him  a  Se*         ^ 
venth  of  their  moveable  Goods  *. 

In  the  24th  Year,  the  Earls,  Barons,  Knights,  and 
others  of  the  Kingdom,  gave  a  twelfth  Part;  the  Citi- 
zens, BurgefTes,  and  Tenants  of  his  Demefnes,  gave  [  1 38  ]  " 
an  eighth  Part  ^,  The  Clergy  gave  nothing,  by  reafon 
of  an  Inhibition  the  Arcbifhop  had  obtained  from  Pope 
Bcniface-y  which  he  caufed  to  be  publiihed  at  this  Time 
in  all  the  Cathedrals  K 

In 

«  Rot.  dauf,  21  Edto*  I.  m.  6.  dorf.  dt  Militihus  eligend*  dT  mttetuHu 
ad  Concilium. 

f  This  appears  by  the  Writ  for  appointing  Afleflbrs,  Taxors,  and  Co|- 
ledors  for  the  fame  Tenth,     at  Edw»  I.  m.  6.  dorf.  in  fcedula. 

t  Jstir  Record,  de  An,  ax  Edw.  1.  Rot.  73  de  Jtxta  Parte  Regi  eonufa 
in  London. 

k  Alii  d»  Regno. 

i  Rot.  clauf.  23  Edijo.  I.  m.  4*  dorf.  ib.  m.  a. 

k  Inter  Commnma  de  TertB,  S.  MichacU  2$  Edw.  X,  Ret,  NO.  5,  Petui 
Rmem.  Reg, 

1  Matt,  ffyhmnjern 
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%ihgEimrdh  In  bU  25th  Year  he  had  a  Ninth  of  ail  the  Laitf  ,^afHl 
aTenth  of  the  Clergy,  for  the  Confirmation  of  the  Great 
Charter,  and  the  Charter  of  the  Forcfts.  The  Clergy 
of  the  Province  of  Cantiriury  gave  a  Tenth ;  and  the 
Piovince  of  r^w^  a  Fifth  "». 

In  his  29th  Year,  upon  his  Confirn^ation  of  the  Per-* 
wnbulations  of  the  Forefts,  the  Laity  gave  him  a  Fif« 
teenth  of  their  Moveables  '^.  Robert  ds  tVinchi^gai 
Archbifliop  of  CanUrbury^  would  grant  nothing  for  the 
Clergy  without  the.  i|)ecial  Licence  of  the  Pope. 

In  his  32d  Year,  die  King  being  in  ScHland^  Com^ 
iniffioners  were  appointed  to  tax  Cities,  Borou^s,  and 
bis  Domtiats  in  Cities  and  Boroughs,  either  Capitatioa 
by  Poll,  or  in  coounon,  as  it  might  turn  moft  to  his 
Advantage  ®. 

In  the  33d  Year»  the  King  having  fummoned  a  Par* 
liament  at  fVeJimin/iir^  to  raife  Money  for  the  War 
againft  the  Scots^  there  was  given  him  by  the  Clei^y^ 
}7obiiityi  and  Knights  of  the  Shires,  the  thirtieth  Pen* 
ny  of  all  their  moveable  Goods  ;  and  at  the  fame  Time 
^e  Citizens  and  Bursefies  gave  a  twentieth  Part  of  the 
fame  Eftates.  In  this  rarliament,  aUb,  the  Archbiihops^ 
Bi&ops,  Prelates,  Earls,  Barons,  and  other  Tenants 
oi  his  Demefoes,  p^itioned.  That  they  might  have 
Leave  to  taliate  their  Tenants  of  the  fame  Demefnes^ 
as  be  had  taliated  them  ;  and  it  was  granted  <*•  And 
*  about  this  Time  he  had  a  Fifteenth  granted  to  him  in 

{Parliaments. 

In  his  34th  Year,  the  King  intending  to  knight  his 
^  .  eldeft  Son,  fummoned  the  Archbiibops,  Bifliops,  Ab- 
l  '39  J  bots,  Priors,  Earls,  Barons,  and  other  Great  Men,  to 
grant  an  Aid  upon  that  Occafion.  He  alfo  fent  to  all 
the  Sheriffs  of  England,  to  caufe  to  come  two  Knights 
of  every  County,  and  of  every  City  two  Citizens,  and 
of  each  Borough  one  or  two  Burgcfles,  as  the  Borough 
was  greater  or  lefs.  Thefe  Prelates,  Earls,  Barons,  and 
other  Great  Men,  and  alfo  the  Knights  of  Shires,  una-- 
nimoufly  granted  to  the  King,  for  themfelves  and  the 

whole 

w  a5  EJw,  I.  m.  6.  dotfo.* 
•  Rot.  Peramb.  Foreft,  29  Edw,  I.  /«  Turn* 
o  Rot.  Pat.  32  Efhc.  1.  in  fcedula, 

P  Rot.  cUuf.  33  Edw,  I,  m.  9.  dorfo.    Mjlfy'i  Phat^  Parl»  f.  246  to 
265. 
,  %  Ibidm,  f,  6o, 
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whole  CommuDity  of  the  Eingikidi,  z  thirtieth  Part  id  K«  B4m^  A 

ail  their  teiiifx>ral  moveable  Goodi,  bfc.  for  a  cotnpe- 

tent  Aid  toward  the  Knighthood  of  his  Son,  and  aHb  for 

an  Aid  toward  his  Expences,  whkh  he  was  to  be  at  in 

the  War  with  Scvtland.    Tlic  Cittzena  and  Burgeflba 

aifo  unanhnoufiy  granted  a  Twcntfctfa  ^ 

A  late  Hiftorian  remarks^  That,  bj  the  fiimoioiHng  cf 
Knights,  Citisena,  and  Burgefles  to  Parlmment,  in  this 
King's  Reign,  th6  Government  became  a  C^ompowid  di 
three  principal  Kinds  :  The  King,  as  Sovirareign,  reprr- 
fented  Monarchy;  the  Lords^  Ariftocracy;  and  the 
Commons,  Democracy:  The  Executive  Power  was 
ibtely  in  the  King  by  his  fwom  Officers,  from  whence 
came  this  Grand  Maxim  of  the  Law  of  Engiand^  That 
ibi  King  can  do  n§  Wrong*  The  Balance  and  Meafure 
of  Power  in  the  Government  was  in  the  King,  Church, 
and  NoWlity,  to  the  Proportion  of  above  two  Thirds  of 
the  Landed  Intereft;  but  not  one  Third  in  the  Com* 
jnons  '• 

r^  D  JVA  U  2>  the  Second,  fur  named  of  CasrnarvoHj     ^    ^    ^ 
-^  began  his  Reign  in  the  Year  1307,  at  the  Age  of  K.  Edward  m 
Tvwnty-three  Years.     Never  did  Prince  come  to  the  [^^J*^^'^^^^ 
Chown  under  more  fevonrable  Circumftances,  or  was  caveftan. 
received  with  noore  general  Joy  and  ApptauTe  by  his 
People :  Yet  this  King's  firft  S^  in  the  Government 
blafled  all  their  Hopes ;  for  he  had  fcarce  done  the  kft 
Offices  to  that  great  Prince  to  whom  he  owed  his  Birthy 
when,  forgetting  his  Oath  concerning  GAvtJlon^  he  re- 
called that  Favourite ;  and,  in  an  Inftant,  as  it  were, 
made  him  one  of  the  richeft  and  greateft  Men  in  the 
Kingdom  ^.  Anno  Regnl  ti 

In  the  very  firft  Year  erf  his  Reigft  he  called  a  ParHa-       '308. 
nwnt  to  meet  at  Northampton^  which  was  to  ^^^^^  p^^ijorthampm^ 
about  the  late  King's  Funeral,  his  own  Marriage  with 
the  Prince(s  IfabeUa  of  France^  his  Coronation,  and  thfc 

prcfcift 

r  htttr  Commtnia  Term,  S.  Trin.   34  Edw,  I.  S^»  40.  Ptnas  Remeih, 

ptiotcd  in  Mr.  fetyd  jippcndix  to  his  Rights  9/  the  Commons  of  England 
'Jferted.  Sec  alio  Jus  Parfiamentarium,  by  the  faiBe  Author, ye/,  jin>  I736t 

•  Gurdon*s  Hijlory  of  ParliameTtts,  Vol.  ^11. 

t  He  made  him  "Eati  of  Cormoa/i,  and  gave  him  all  the  Lands  devolved 
to  the  Crown  by  the  Death  of  the  kte  Earl,  Son  to  Richard  King  of  the 
Ramans ;  with  many  other  Lordfhips  and  Poflefllons,  all  mentioned  in  a 
Charter  for  that  Purpofe,  and  which  ftanUg  ai  tlie  firft  public  A€t  of  his 
tcjgn.    Fted,  Aag.  Tom,  111.  p,  !• 


Digitized  by 


Google 


158  lie  Parliamentary  History 

IL  Edrntri  U.  (mfent  State  of  Britain.  On  tbefe  Occaaons  the  Cl6r« 
gy,  as  well  as  the  Citizens  and  Burgefles,  gave  a  Fif<- 
teenth ;  and  the  Barons,  with  the  Knights  of  Shires,  a 
Twentieth.  But,  in  Compliment  to  their  new  King^ 
they  ftretched  a  Point  too  hard  upon  his  Subje(^  ;  for 
they  ordered,  That  the  bafe  Coin,  which  would  not 
pa&  in  hie  Father's  Time,  fhould  not  now  be  refufed  on 
Pain  of  Life  or  Limb  ''.  This  Parliament  is  not  entered 
on  the  Rolls,  nor  are  there  any  Writs  or  Returns  now 
extant  concerning  it. 

An  Order  was  made  at  this  Titne  for  the  Burial  of 
the  late  King,  who  was  folemnly  brought  from  Waltbam^ 
and  interred  at  IVeftminfttr  with  much  Funeral  Pomp 
and  Ceremony.  But  to  allay  the  young  King's  Grief 
for  the  Lofs  of  his  Fatlier,  a  Marriage  was  alfo  con- 
cluded in  this  Parliament  between  his  Favourite  Pieru 
Gavefton^  the  new  Earl  of  Cornwallj  and  the  Daughter 
and  Heir  of  Gilbert  di  Clan^  Earl  of  GUuceJierj  which 
he  had  by  Joan  de  Acresy  the  King's  Sifter  *. 

Our  modern  Hiftorians  are  full  of  Invedtives  againft 
this  Gavefton ;  and  fay  that  every  fre(h  Favour  granted 
to  this  Foreigner,  by  the  King,  increased  the  Hatred  of 
the  Lords  againft  him.  One  of  them  obferves  y,  *  That 
^  hardly  would  an  EngUJhman  raifed  to  fo  high  a  Station 

*  have  been  endured  j  much  lefs  a  private  Gafcoin  Gen- 
^  tleman,  in  whom  they  difcovered  no  other  Merit  than 

r  14.1  1     *  *  handfome  Face,  an  eafy  Shape,  and  a  quick  Wit ; 

*  very  agreeable  in  Converfation,  but  little  proper  to 

*  govern  a  State.'  On  the  other  Hand,  Dr.  Brady ^  from 
Sir  Thomas  di  la  Moriy  who  was  Servant  to  Edward  IL 
and  wrote  his  Life,  adds  to  the  Ch^rader  of  his  Pcrfon 
and  Senfe,  which  the  other  gives  him,  *  That  he  was 

*  a  great  General,  and  fufficiently  fkilfiil  in  Military  Af- 

*  fairs ;  which  appeared  by  his  Management  of,  and 

*  keeping  in  due  Subjedion,  the  Scoti^  when  he  com* 

*  manded  the  Englijh  Forces  in  that  Kingdom ;  and  for 
^  which,  add  our  Authorities,  he  was  much  envied  by 
«  thofe  who  faw  his  happy  Succefs  *. 

However,  fince  the  Lords  plainly  faw  that  It  Was  irt 
vain  to  prefs  the  King  to  part  with  his  Favourite,  and 

that 

w  Rot.  clauf.  I  Edtv,  If.  m.  18.  d,     TJ^a/Jngbam,  p.  96. 

X  HoWngJbtad'%  Chronicle, 

7  Rapin,  ^ 

•  BraJft  Cm^leat  Htflorj  of  Erglatid,  Vol,  II.  p,  10 1* 
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Ikat  he  would  never  confent  to  it  unlefs  he  was  forced,  ^  Edward  u, 

thcjr  convened  themfelvet  at  fFarey  and  from  whence  ^^ 

Went  to  Northampton ;  and  the  King,  having  no  Forces       jjosT*  ** 

to  oppofe  them,  was  obliged  to  fummon  another  Par- 

liaoMmt  to  meet  fifteen  Days  after.    Which  being  met    ^^  !•««*«• 

accordingly  at  London  *,  divers  Articles  were  laid  to  the 

Charge  of  the  Favourite,  ^  As  abufing  the  King's  Eary 

*  by  obtaining  immoderate  Grants  to  nimfelf ;  his  em-  " 

*  bezzlinff^  the  Treafure  of  the  Kingdom,  and  taking 

*  the  bcft  Jewels  of  the  Crown  to  his  own  Ufa  *».'  Thus 
far  Mr.  Tymly  but  he  omits  what  J.  Stowe  adds  in  their 
Complaint,  tbo'  be  quotes  the  very  Paflage  from  that 
Hiftory,  vi%.  That  the  Lords  told  the  King,  *  That 

*  Gaveftoff%  Father  was  executed  for  being  a  Traitor  to 
^  the  King  of  Franct  %  that  his  Mother  was  burnt  for 

*  a  Witch  ;  'that  the  faid  Peine  was  banifhcd  for  con- 
^  fenting  to  his  Mother's  Witchcraft ;  and  that  he  had 

*  now  l^witched  the  King  himfelf  *=.' 

The  King,  as  is  laid,  hoping  to  divide  the  Barons, 
and  take  off  fome  that  had  been  the  lead  provoked,  pro- 
pofed  it  to  the  Archbifliop  of  CanUrbury^  the  Biihop  of  [  142  ] 
DurbofHy  the  Earls  of  Lancajler  and  Hereford^  that  he 
would  refer  all  Differences  to  them,  and  confirm  what- 
foever  they  {hould  judge  mod  fit  to  be  done  on  this  Oc- 
cafion.  But  the  Bifbops  and  Lords  would  not  under- 
go the  Odium  of  fuch  an  Arbitration;  and  faid,  ^They 

*  would  ad  nothing  without  the  general  Confent  of  all  q^^    j^  -m 

*  the  reft  of  the  Barons,  who  would  not  be  fatisficd  with  ed'^^nby  Ord^ 

*  any  Thing  Icfs  than  that  the  Earl  of  Cornwall  fhould  of  ParlUment, 

*  immediately  quit  the  Kingdom.'  This  the  King  de- 
laying to  grant,  they  were  about  to  take  up  Arms ;  but 
be  fearing  the  ill  Confequence  of  a  downright  Denial, 
after  many  Altercations  with  his  Nobles,  was  at  laft 
obliged  to  part  with  his  Favourite,  and  to  bani(h  him 
from  England  for  ever.  .  This  Sentence  had  the  Ratifi- 
cation of  all  the  Eflates ;  and,  to  make  it  ftronger  on 
the  King's  Part,  he  confirmed  it  by  Letters  Patent  under 

the 

*  On  Hpcdayt  r<tys  Stovfe,  This  Dajr  was  called  Hoc-TuefJayf  beuig 
t^  Cecond  TurfJay  after  Eafier  Week.  A  FeAival  antiently  kept  ai  a 
Meiaorial  for  the  Englijb  m^flering  the  Danes,    Jacob'i  Law  Di^onary. 

b  TyrrePi  Hiftory  of  England,  Vol.  III.  p.  127. 

c  Sto9oit  Hiftory  of  EngUnd^  P«  i^S-  ^Tyrrel,  wc  fuppofe^  not  ItfviDf 
u;  great  Faiih  ia  this  laft  Accufition^  vvhclly  omitted  it. 
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R.  Edward  H.  the  Great  Seat*  But  aU  this  was  not  thought  fafficieht  f 
for  at  the  fame  Time  the  Archbrfliop  of  Canterbury^ 
with  the  other  Biihops  and  Prelates  of  the  Chtirch,  be-, 
ing  afiembled  in  a  Synod,  thundered  out  their  Sentence 
of  Excommunication  againft  the  faid  Piera  Gave/ion^  if 

Ana  his  Aahe-  ^®  A^ould  remain  in  England  beyond  the  Day  prefixed  ; 

scnuexcommu-  ^^^  againft  alt  fuch  as  mould  prefome  to  advife,  affift, 

jucatcd.  fuSain,  receive,  or  adhere  to  him,  or  do  any  Thing 

whereby  his  faid  FafTage  over  (hould  be  hinder'd;  with 
the  like  Claufe  againft  all  who  fliould  favour,  advife,  or 
procure  his  Return  **. 

All  the  Mitigation  the  King  could  gain  bis  Minion, 
in  this  Matter,  was  to  fend  him  into  Ireland^  over  which 
Kingdom  he  made  him  Governor ;  and  the  King  him- 
felf  bore  him  Company  as  for  as  BriftoU 

But  there  were  other  Matters,  than  this  Affair  of 
Gavejlotiy  tranfadled  at  this  Parliament.  The  Lords 
had  a  Mind  to  fall  upon  new-modelling  the  Govern- 
ment again ;  and  accordingly  prefented  an  Addrefs  to 
the  King,  complaining,  *  That  the  State  and  his  own 

*  Hdufhold  were  fo  ill  managed,  that  k  was  abfolutely 

*  neceflary  to  find  Means  to  prevent  the  Confequcnces 
.  t  '43  3     *  of  this  Diforder.'     They  added,  *  That  the  only  pro- 

*  per  Method,  as  they  thought,  was  for  the  King  to 

*  leave  to  certain  Lords,  appointed  by  the  Parliament, 

*  the  Care  of  well-governing  the  Kingdom,  ahd  his 

*  own  domeftic  Alwirs.  This  vtry  mudeji  Addrefs, 
which  his  Father  would  have  made  them  fmart  for,  this 
weak  Prince  gave  his  Confent  to;  and,  without  confi- 

^p^""""^^^  "P'dering  the  Cortfequence  of  a  Condefccnfion  fo  pernicious 
Emcnt  to  govern  ^^  ^*5  Authority  and  Quiet,  he  permitted  the  Parliament 
the  King^fi  hi-  to  chufc  kvtvi  Bifhops,  eight  E^rls,  and  fix  Barons,  to 
^^^»  make  the  propofed  Regulation  *. 

It  muft  appear  plain,  to  an  impartial  Reader,  that 
the  Rtpuhlican  Scheme,  broached  in  his  Grandfather's 
Time,  was  again  fet  on  Foot  under  this  King's  Govern- 
ment; 

<  The  Form  of  thcfc  Letters  Patent,  and  the  Sentence  of  Banifhmenty 
«re  to  be  found  at  large  in  Tyrrert  HiJiory^'Yoi,  III.  p.  229. 

e  They  were  the  Archbishop  df  Canterbury  \  the  Biihops  of  Lomhrnt 

Sa/rjhary,  Cbicbefier,  Norvficbt  St,  David's,  and  LUndajf'^  the  Bails  of 

Clouufitry  Lancajler,  Lincoln,  Hereford^  Pembrcke,  Richmond^  ff^arv/ici,  and 

jirundel^  and  thefc  Barons,  Hugh  de  Vtre.lf'iuiam  It  Marjhalf  Ruhert 

'    FitX'Roger,  Hugh  Court  nay,  fyiJl/am  H'^artm,  ^nd  Jabn  de  Grey.     Brady. 

See  the  King's  Leiters  Patent,  for  conflituilnp  thefe  Commlffioneri,  In 
Mradj*i  Bijlery^  Vol.  U,  p.  202  3  and  in  the  J^^endix,  N®,  50, 
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tocnt;  and  that  the  Banifliment  of  Gave/ion  proceeded  l^rEdvwdiu 
Dot  fo  mu^  from  the  Love  the  Lords  bore  to  the  King's 
PerfoD,  as  that  they  thought  his  Counfels  and  Influence 
would  be  a  great  Obftrudlion  to  their  Defigns.  No 
fooner  were  thefe  Commiffioners  conftituted,  but  tiiey 
all  took  an  Oatfi,  That  they  would  make  fuch  Ordinances 
as  Jhould  be  to  the  Honour  of  Gody  the  Honour  and  Profit 
of  Holy  Churchy  to  the  Honour  of  their  Lord  the  King^ 
and  to  the  Profit  of  him  and  his  PeoffUy  t^c.  After  which 
they  made  fcveral  Ordinances,  to  the  Number  of  forty- 
one,  which  Dr.  Brady  has  tranfcribed  from  the  Parlia- 
ment Roll,  and  are  printed  in  his  Appendix,  The  fame 
Author  has  given  us  a  Tranilation  of  them,  in  EfFed» 
with  the  King's  Confirmation  of  them,  both  of  which 
are  too  long  for  our  Purpofc  ^ :  But  the  Preamble  to 
thefe  Ordinances,  to  (hew  the  good  Defigns  of  the 
Patriots  in  thofe  Days,  may  not  be  unacceptable  to  our 
Readers. 

*  For  that  the  King  was  deceiv'd  by  evil  Counfel ;  and 

*  the  Nations  of  Gafcoignyy  Ireland^  and  Scotland^  in 

*  Danger  to  be  loft ;  and  the  Realm  of  England  to  be     r  ^..  -% 

*  ruined  by  Oppreffions,  Prizes,  Takings,  and  Deftruc- 

*  tions ;  therefore  Robert  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury y  the 
^  Biihops,  Earls,  and  Barons,  chofen  according  to  the 
^  King's  Commiflion,  didprdain,  to  the  Honour  of  God 

*  and  Holy  Church,  ana  the  Honour  of  the  King  and 

*  his  Realm,  in  Manner  following,  fiffr.' 

It  appears,  by  the  Couife  of  our  Hiftory,  that  this 
Seffion  of  Parliament  was  very  long,  and,  perhaps  by 
Prorogaiion,  continued  till  the  next  Year :  For  they 
were  fummoned  to  meet  on  the  loth  oi  Augujly  and  the 
King's  Letter  to  conftitute  the  Commiffioners  bears 
Date  the  20th  of  March  following. 

Not  long  after  this  another  Parliament  occurs,  which  Anno  Regni  2, 
met  at  Stamfordy  July  26  :  It  was  fummoned  to  fupprefs       '309- 
the  ill  Intentions  of  the  Scots  5  yet  we  do  not  find  any  ^t  StamfrJ. 
Thing  done  to  that  Purpofe.     But  here  the  King  fo  far 
prevailed  with  the  major  Part  of  the  Nobility  then  pre- 
fent,  that  they  were  content  Pierce  Gaveflon  (hould  en- 
joy the  Earldom  of  Cornwall  during  Life.     This  Con- 

VoL.  I.  L  dpfccnfion 

^  R^.rulus  Parfiamenf!  de  Ar.no  ^^,  Zi\\\  II,  Eradf%  IVJi^ry,  p.  103 
to  110, 
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K,Edf04rdlh  defcenfion  of  the  Nobility  was  owing»  fays  an  Author, 
Co  the  King's  confirming  the  Decree  of  the  CommiiEon 
aferefaid  ^» 

Anno  Rcgni  3.     On  the  i8th  oi  O^ohiT^  the  next  Year,  we  find  that 

'3»o*       the  King  held  another  Parh'ament,  or  rather  a  Piece  of  a 

At  York*     Parliament,  at  York-y  for  here  feveral  difcontented  Lordi 

refufed  to  come,  being  greatly  diflatisfied  at  what  was 

done  al  the  laft.    At  this  Meeting  the  renowned  Pierce 

Gavefton  appeared  again,  and  took  his  Place  as  Earl  of 

Cornwall  \  but  he  had  much  better  have  ftaid  where  he 

was,  as  the  Confequcnce  will  (hew.  The  Heads  of  the 

Oppofition,  who  refufed  their  Attendance,  were  the  Earl 

of  Lancajitry  the  King's  Coufin-German ;  and  the  ICarls 

of  tVarwick^  Oxford^  Lincoln^  and  Atundele\  whom 

[  HS  ]     Dr.  Brady  puts  under  the  fignificant  Name  of  the  Or- 

4ainers  ^ 

The  chief  Bufinefs  that  was  done  at  this  Meeting, 
was,  firft  the  King  puTjIiflied  his  Reafons  for  the  recall- 
ing his  Favourite,  which  were,  '  That  he  was  banifhed 

*  contrary  to  the  Laws  and  Ufages  of  the  Kingdom, 

*  which  he,  the  King,  was  bound  to  maintain  by  the 

*  Oath  he  took  at  his  Coronation  ;  and  feeing  he  was, 

*  in  the  Inftrument  of  Exile,  fliled  no  otherwife  than 
«  Good  and  LoyaU  he  returned  at  his  Commandment ; 

*  and  was  ready  to  ftand  Trial  before  him,  and  anfwer 

*  to  all  fuch  as  would  accufe  him,  every  Thing  that 

*  (hould  be  objefled  againft  him,  according  to  the  Laws 

*  and  Ufages  aforefaid.'  This  Declaration  was  dated 
at  York^  Jan.  18,  and  direded  to  the  Sheriff  oiYork-- 
Jhire^  and  all  the  Sheriffs  in  England  *'• 

The 

*  TyrreV^  Hifory  of  EitgUndy  Vol.  III.  p.  234.« 

A  Statute  made  at  Stamford,  3d  of  Edward  II.  being  a  Confirmatioa 
of  28th  Edward  I.  is  extant  in  the  Statutes  at  large,  Jul  bcc  Anno, 

i  The  Baroni  now  nfed  to  come  to  Parliament,  themfelves  and  Attend- 
antf  armed  \  there  is  a  general  Inhibition  from  th-  King,  and  a  particular 
one  to  the  Earl  oiLancafter^  to  forbid  this  Pradlice.  Fa:d,  Ang,  1  om.  IH. 

p.  200. 

Mr.  Tyrrel  has  quoted  in  one  Page,  Vol.  III.  p.  234,  two  PafTiges  from 
Bemingprd'i  Chronicle,  a  MS.  in  his  Time  5  but  hi$  Quotations  muft  cer- 
tainly be  erroneous,  fincc,  by  the  learned  Dean  Gale's  printed  Edition  of 
that  Author,  that  Hiftorian  comes  down  only  to  jhe  Year  1273,  and  the 
Death  of //^iiry  III. 

Carte  is  guilty  of  the  like  Miibke,  by  quoting  Hemingford,  Am,  1309, 
%  Edward  H. 

k  BradjM  A^endix,  N«.  53. 
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The  Lords,  who  were  aflembled,  ndglefted  not  this  K.JE</wrJlI» 
Opportunity  offered  them,  and  reprefented  to  the  King> 

•  That  the  Laws  and  Cuftoms  of  the  Kingdom  were 

•  not  obfervcd,  nor  the  late-made  Ordinances  regarded/ 
Upon  which  the  King,  to  obviate  fuch  Reports,  iflued 
out  another  Declaration,  by  which  he  commanded  and 
firmly  enjoined  the  Sheriffs  of  all  Counties  to  proclaim 
in  full  County,  and  in  all  Cities,  Boroughs,  and  Market 
Towns,  and  in  other  Places  which  they  (hould  think 
expedient,  *  That  it  was  his  great  Care  and  chief  De- 

•  fire  his  Peace  fliould  every  where  be  obferved ;  and 

•  that  all  the  Laws  and  Cuftoms  of  the  Kingdom,  ufed 

•  and  approved  in  the  Time  of  his  Progenitors,  and  alfo 

•  all  the  Ordinances  lately  made  to  the  Honour  of  God 

•  and  Holy  Church,  and  his  own,  to  the  Profit  of  him 

•  and   his  People,  which  were  not  to  the  Damage  or 

•  Prejudice  of  him  and  his  Crown,  or  contrary  to  the 

•  Laws  and  Cuftoms  aforefaid,  fhould  be  maintained     [  '4^  3 
«  and  kept.     Witnefs  the  King  at  York^  Jan.  26  ^ 

The  difcontented  Lords  were  then  in  London^  and  the 
King,  fearing  fome  Difturbance  might  happen,  fent  an 
Order  to  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Common  Council 
of  London^  '  To  fecure  the  City,  fo  as  by  the  Meetings 

•  of  the  Prelates,  Earls,  Barons,  and  others,  there  might 

•  happen  no  Hurt  or  Danger  to  him  or  the  City  ™.' 

The  Declaration  and  Order  above  availed  nothing  to 
better  the  King's  Caufe ;  nor  another,  wherein  he  fets 
forth,  *  That  he  was  refolved  to  preferve  the  Rights  of 

•  his  Crown  and  Royal  Dignity,  the  Peace  and  Tran- 

•  quillity  of  Holy  Church,  and  the  whole  People  com- 

•  mittcd  to  his  Charge  in  all  Things  j'  and,  in  order  to 
proceed  amicably  with  the  diffatisned  Biihops  and  Ba- 
rons, and  according  to  the  Power  referved  in  the  Pro- 
teftation  he  made  when  he  confirmed  the  Ordinances^ 
the  King  appointed  Commiflioners  out  of  thofe  Prelates 
and  Barons  he  had  with  him  at  York^  to  treat  with 
thofe  of  the  Seceflion  at  London^  about  the  Observation 
of  the  Ordinances,  upon  which  were  grounded  all  their 
Pretences  of  Difcontent ;  and  to  reform  and  correft,  by 
their  good  Advice,  all  fuch  Things  in  them  as  were 
prejudicial  or  injurious  to  him,  or  contrary  to  the  Form 

L  2  of 

I   Br/idy'i  Appendix^  No.  54. 

w  A/fipf,  p.  113.  £x,  Fat,  Edw,  II,    P.  II,  m.  ai,     7>/7^  Reie  apud 
E^r»  Feb,  S. 
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K.  Edward  IL  of  the  Commiflion,  before  granted,  if  any  fucfa  fliould 

appear  "• 
Farther  Diffc-       The  Prelates,  Earls,  and  Barons,  who  ,wcre  then  at 
renew  between  L^n^g^^  excufed  themfelves  from  treating  concerning 
Baroni.^*'*     "the  Ordinances  in  the  Abfence  of  the  King,  and  fent 

him  this  Anfwer,  '  That  in  his  Prefence,  whenever  he 

*  pleafed  to  call  them  together,  they  would  treat  upon  ' 

*  the  Ordinances,  and  fliould  be  ready  to  do  all  Things 

*  according  to  his  own  Proteftation,  and  alfo  according 
[  147  ]     *  to  the  Proteftation  they  made  at  the  Time  of  publifli- 

*  ing  thefe  Ordinances  **.' 

It  appears  by  the  Dates  of  thefe  Writs,  Declarations^ 
i^c.  that  the  King  continued  feveral  Months  in  ITorJ^^ 
whilft  thefe  Difputes  were  in  Agitation  betwixt  him 
and  the  feceding  Lords.  And  thefe  Tranfa£lions,  in 
feveral  Circumftances,  bear  a  ftrong  Analogy  to  fome 
in  a  much  later  Reign,  as  the  Reader  will  nnd  in  the 
Courfe  of  thefe  Inquiries.  Nor  were  the  End  of  them 
lefs  fatal  in  one  Reign  than  the  other,  fmce  they  both 
terminated  in  dreadful  Cataftrophies,  the  private  Mur- 
der of  one  King,  and  the  public  Execution  of  another* 

The  feceding  Lords  began  now  to  pull  off  the  Mafque^ 
and  to  declare  openly,  that  they  would,  by  Force,  drive 
Gavefton  from  the  King;  and  accordingly  raifed  an 
Army,  over  which,  by  common  Confent,  Thomas 
Plantagemt^  Earl  of  Lancajler^  was  made  General. 
After  which  they  fent  a  Meflage  to  the  King,  worded 
humbly  enough,  '  That  they  befought  him  either  to  dc- 

*  liver  Pierce  GaveJIon  to  them  ;  or,  as  it  had  been  or- 
^  dained,  command  him  inftantly  to  depart  the  King- 

*  dom.*  The  King,  putting  his  Favourite's  Prcferva- 
tion  on  a  Footing  with  his  own,  retired  with  him  from 
York  to  NewcaJUe  ;  where  the  Barons  and  their  Army 
followed  them.  From  thence  they  went  to  Tinmoutb^ 
where  the  King  taking  {hipping,  carried  Gave/Ion  with 
him  to  Scarbrough^  and  placing  him  in  the  ftrong  CafUe 
there,  he  himfclf  left  him  and  went  to  York.  The  Earl  of 

Lan- 

n  The  King*s  Commiflioners  were  the  Bifliop  ofNonvich,  Jcbn  Salmon, 
Cvj  Terrtt  John  de  Crumbe%uelL  tJugb  de  AudUy^  William  Dfyncourt,  Hen'-' 
ry  Splgurnflf  Henry  U  Scroops  Knights  {  the  two  laft  Jufticcs  ;  and  7/>o- 
wai  de  Cobhanif  Robert  de  Pickering,  Walter  de  7lorp,  Gilbert  de  Midd/e^ 
ton,  John  Fraunceys,  and  jidam  Briggs,  Cleilcs,  Idem  in  Append,  N^.  c  c. 
Dated  at  Tork,  March  8. 

•  Rylty*i  Plat,  Par,  p.  541, 
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Lancaftit  and  his  Army  ftill  followed  them,  and  comwi^*^^^^^* 
before  Scarbrough  Caftle  they  befieged  it ;  which,  after 
feme  Time,  capitulating.  Gave/ion  rendered  himfelf  upon  They  oider 
Condition,  *  to  ftand  to  the  Judgment  of  the  Barons,  ^^^^^^^  ^« 

*  and  that  he  might  once  more  (peak  with  the  King.* 
But  now,  having  him  at  their  Mercy,  he  found  but  a 
fmall  Share  of  it  from  them  ;  for  they  foon  after,  with* 
out  much  Procefs,  beheaded  him,  as  a  public  Enemy 
to  the  Kingdom  p. 

Toclofe  up  this  Man's  Cataftrophe,  take  Mr.  DamePB 
Charader  of  him  in  thefe  Words :  *  He  was  a  Native     [  H^  3 

*  of  Gafcoignyy  and,  for  the  great  Service  his  Father  had 

*  done  to  this  Crown,  was  educated  by  King  Edward  I. 
<  with  the  Prince  his  Son,  by  which  Means  he  gained  fo 

*  great  an  Intereft  in  his  Favour.  He  was  a  goodly  Per- 

*  fon,  of  undaunted  Courage,  as  he  (hewed  himfelf  at  a 

*  Tournament  at  Wallingfordy  where  he  challenged  the 

*  beft  of  our  Nobility,  and  is  faid  to  have  foiled  them 

*  all,  which  inflamed  their  Malice  againft  him.   In  /r^* 

*  land^  during  the  fbort  Time  he  was  Lieutenant  there 
^  in  his  Banilhment,  he  conquered  the  Rebels  in  the 

*  Mountains  of  Dublin^  built  Newcajlle  in  the  Kernes 

*  Country,  and  repaired  Kauni  Caille,  and  afterwards 
'  paiTed  up  into  Munjier  and  Thomond^  doing  great  Ser- 

*  vice  to  his  Mailer  with  much  Valour  and  Bravery, 

*  He  fccms  to  have  been  a  Perfon  who  could  not  fawn 

*  or  ftoop  to  thofc  he  loved  not,  nor  difguife  his  Nature 
.  *  fo  far  as  to  temporize  with  his  Enemies.     But,  pre- 

'  fuming  upon  his  Fortune,  he  grew  in  the  End  to  be 

*  arrogant  and  proud,  and  was  fo  intolerable,  as  no- 
'  thing  but  his  Ruin,  which  it  produced,  could  eafc  the 

*  Subjects  of  that  heavy  Burden.' 

Gavefton  being  thus  cut  ofF,  the  Lords  in  the  Confe- 
deracy fent  a  very  haughty  Mefl'age  to  the  King,  proudly 
demanding,  fays  an  old  Hiftorian"!,  that  their  Ordinances 
ihould  be  confirmed  and  put  in  Execution,  threatening, 

*  That,  if  it  was  not  done  fpecdily,  they  would  come 

*  and  compel  him  to  do  it ;'  and  they  united  all  their 
Forces,  and  quartered  themfelvcs  in  the  Country  about 
DuTjJhbli^  the  King  being  then  at  London.  But  foon 
after  a  Treaty  was  let  on  Foot  betwixt  the  King  and 

L  3  his 

F  On  a  Hill  near  TVar^vick^  .T"«'  I9>  X3ia» 
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K.Edt»ardlU  hi«  Barons,  by  the  Mediation  of  forae  Bifliops ;  and 
Articles  of  Agreement,  eight  in  Number,  were  fettled 
betwixt  them  ^    By  the  firft,  it  was  ftipulated,  *  That 

<  the  Earls  and  Barons,  concerned  in  the  Affair  above^ 

*  fhottld  come  before  the  King  in  IVeftmnJiir-Hally  and 
^  with  great  Humility,  on  their  Knees,  make  their  Sub- 
^  miffion ;  and  fwear,  if  he  fo  deiired,  that  what  thej 

*  did,  and  for  which  they  bad  incurred  his  Difpleafure, 
C  H9  ]      *  ^^^  "°'  ^^^^  ^^  Defpight  of  him,  and  they  ihould 

<  humbly  pray  his  Forgivenefs,  and  receive  it  with  a 
«  good  Will,  k^c: 

This  SubcniiBon  was  to  be  made  publickly  at  the 
next  Parliament.  But  for  all  that  the  Kin^  took  the 
Death  of  Gavefton  fo  heavily,  that  he  never  forgave  Ihc 
Authors  of  it ;  and,  when  he  had  it  in  his  Power>  re-* 
venged  it  fcverely  on  them, 

AnnoRegm  6.       In  the  Year  13139  the  King  intending  an  Expedition 
'3'3'        into  France^  and  to  carry  his  Queen  with  him,  in  order 

AtWOm'  a  *^  P^y  *  ^^  ^^  ^^^  Brother  the  French  King,  thought 
y  "»/''"•  proper  firft  to  call  a  Parliament  to  meet  on  the  eighth 
of  July  at  IFe/iminJIer^  and  to  leave  a  Commiflion  with 
the  Earl  of  Gloucefter',  conftituted  Regent,  together  with 
the  Biihops  of  Bath  and  Worcejier^  and  the  Earl  of  Rich- 
mondy  to  open  the  Parliament  and  continue  the  Seilion 
till  his  Return.  I'he  Barons  were  very  impatient  to  have 
the  Ads  of  their  Pardon  and  Security  pafs  j  and  there* 
fore  this  Meeting  did  not  fatisfy  them,  the  King  not 
being  prefent  at  it,  and  they  all  went  back  to  their  own 
Homes.  But  the  King  landing  a  (bort  Time  after,  and 
finding  how  Matters  went,  thought  fit  to  diffolve  that 
Parliament  and  to  iilue  out  Writs  for  calling  another^ 
which  was  to  meet  ou  the  23d  of  September  following 
at  Wejhmnjler, 

The  Earl  of  Lancafter  came  thither  attended  with 
a  great  Number  of  armed  Men,  raifcd  from  his  own 
Tenants  ;  notwithftandmg  the  King  had  fent  him  a 
pofitive  Inhibition  againft  it,  as  well  as  to  fome  other 
Lords  of  the  fame  Party  •.  When  they  were  met  the 
King  renewed  his  Complaints  before  the  Clergy  and 

Laity, 

'  See  Brady* t  and  '^yrrePi  Hi/loriet,  p.  117,  and  255.    . 

•  There  were  Letters  crSa(c-Condu£l  direfled  to  the  Earls  of  LancaJU^^ 
Hertford^  and  IVarivick,  tlic  Baioui  Percy,  Clifford^  hoilend^  and  /"//«• 
Jklgmaduh,  with  their  Altcndants  and  Seivajits.  Hym,  Tom.  III.  p.  ^2z, 
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Laity,  *  concerning  the  AiFrontj  and  Injuries  he  had  ^« -^^'w*''^'* 

*  lately  received  from  the  Barons  ;  of  their  taking  Pierce 

*  Gaveflon  and  cutting  o{F  his  Head,  contrary  to  the  Ar- 

*  tides  he  had  made  at  his  Surrender.'  The  Confederate 
Lords,  on  the  other  Side,  unanimoufly  anfwered  to  thefe 
Accuiations,  ^  That  they  had  in  nowife  offended  the 

*  King  in  what  was  laid  to  their  Charge;  but  rather 

*  deferved  Thanks  and  Good -Will  from  him,  fmce 
^  they  did  not   bring  an  Army  thither  in  Contempt 

*  of  his  Authority;  but  only  to  deftroy  a  public  £nemy 

*  of  the  Kingdom,  who  had  been  often  baniflied  by  the 
^  Community  thereof,  and  which  Sentence  had  been 

*  con  Armed  by  the  King  himfelf,  as  being  a  Perfon  who 

*  had  not  otily  injured  the  King's  Reputation,  but  had 

*  robbed  the  Crown  of  its  Revenues,  and  had  raifed  per-     f  i  co  1 

*  petual  Diflentions  betwixt  the  King  and  his  natural- 

*  born  Subje£fa.'  They  alfo  boldly  declar'd,  *  That  they 

*  would  no  longer  truft  to  his  vain  Promifes,  or  be  de- , 

*  ferred  any  longer  of  their  Securities.'  The  Queen,  the 
Bilhops,  and  the  Earl  of  G/5«^$(tf^r,  Ralph  de  Mont  her -^ 
mer^  who  was  a  neutral  Lord  in  this  Matter,  undertook 
to  fettle  thefe  Diiierences,  to  mitigate  the  Oifpleafures  of 
both  Parties,  and  to  make  Peace  between  them.  By 
their  Mediation,  therefore,  the  King  was  to  remit  his  Dif- 
pleafure  towards  the  Lords,  provided  that  they  and  their 
Adherents  did,  in  IVeJiminJier-HalU  in  full  Parliament, 
perform  the  Submiffion  which  had  been  before  agreed 

on,  v/z.  *  That  they  fhoiild  humble  themfelves  before i^j^^P^       ^j^ 

*  him,  and  beg  his  Pardon  in  whatever  they  had  offended  a  fonnalSubjixi'- 

*  him,  and  thereupon  the  King  fliould  again  receive  fio«« 

*  them  into  his  Grace  and  Favour,  and  (hould  look  up- 

*  on  thenv  for  the  future  as  his  Liege-men  and  Subje£ts  ; 
'  and,  confirming  all  the  Articles  required,  ihould  never 

*  again  queftion  any  Man  tor  the  Death  of  Gaveflon  \ 

*  but  (hould  grant  his  Charter  of  Indemnity  to  all  that 

*  fliould  defire  it ".'  All  which  Particulars  being  agreed 
to  by  theKing^  and  pcrform'd  by  the  Confederacy,  they^ 
with  the  reft  of  the  Great  Men  of  the  Kingdom,  con- 
fidering  the  King's  Neceffitics,  granted  him  a  Fifteenth 
of  all  their  moveable  Goods  ^  and  then  the  Parliament 

was 

a  The  Charter  of  Pardon  is  preferv'd  aroonf  ft  the  Public  ASIt^  in  French^ 
and  iheie  are  nrar  500  Narni's  of  f,or(''  un»i  jiri^vate  Cjcntlemon,  the  Uttrr 
n»ft  of  them  Norih,  that  took  out  their  Pardons,    h'ad%  whg.  Tarn,  111* 
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K.£4/w«r</n.  was'  diflblved,  every  Man  going  home  with  Joy  and 
Satisfaction. 

The  AfFairs  in  Scotland^  at  this  Time,  went  worfe 

than  at  home  ;  Robert  Bruce y  their  new  King,  taking 

Advantage  of  the  Civil  Diflentions  in  England^  had  now 

reduced  moft  Part  of  that  Country  to  his  Obedience. 

To  recover  what  was  loft>  Edward  raifes  a  vaft  Army 

The  Sctti  gain  a  and  marches  againft  the  Scots  King ;  but  met  with  fo 

Viaory  at  5tf»- great  an  Overthrow  at  Bannockburn^  that,  after  leaving 

rcckturn.  ^^^  greateft  Part  of  his  Army  dead  behind  him,  he  re- 

r  icx  1     ^^^^^  ^^^^  much  Precipitation  to  York''.     Here  it  was 

^     ^  that  he  called  a  Parliament,  or  a  Council,  of  his  fhattercd 

AnnoRcgni  7.  Nobility,  to  meet  on  the  15th  of  Auguji ;  but  the  Na- 

1314.        tion  being  in  much  Conflernation,  by  their  late  great 

Lofs,  though  this  Affembly  fat  from  the  Time  aforc- 

faid  untill  Michaelmas^  yet  nothing  but  the  Exchange 

of  the  Lady  of  Robert  Bruce,  and  fome  other  Prifoners, 

was  concluded  at  it. 

This  Devaftaiion  of  Men  was  followed  by  a  dreadful 
Famine,  which  lafted  three  Years,  and  deftroyed  an  infi- 
nite Number  of  People.  To  remedy  which,  and  to  fet- 
Anno  Regni  8.   (}g  ^^  Price  of  Provifions,  which  were  grown  exceffive 
'^*^'        dear  at  that  Time,  the  King  fummoned  a  Parliament  to 
At Weftmirtfier,  meet  at  IVeftm'tnfter^  on  the  20th  of  December^   ' 3 ' 5» 
"When  the  Prelates,  Peers,  and  Commons  were  there  af- 
fembltd,  they  took  into  Confideration  the  fad  Condition 
The  Price  of    ^f  j^^  Kingdom,  and  how  to  abate  the  exceflive  Price 
by°Pri*cbnwuon  ^^  Vi6!uals ;  which,  by  rcafon  of  the  late  bad  Years,  was 
on.  Account  of  grown  fo  fcarce  tliat  the  ordinary  People  had  much  ado 
the  Scarcity      to  live.     The  Arclibifhops,    Bifhops,  Earls,   Barons, 
and  others  of  the  Community  of  the  Kingdom,  prefent- 
cd  al'etition  to  the  King  an<l  his  Council,  praying.  That 
a  Proclamjt.on  mi:  ht  be  iflucd  out  fettling  the  Price  of 
Provifions  in  the  Manner  following,  '  Becaulc,  fay  they, 

*  that  Oxen,  Cows,  Muttons,  Hogs,  Geefe,  Hens,  Ca- 

*  pons,  Chickens,  Pigeons,  and  Eggs,  were  exceffivedear, 

*  that  the  bcft  Ox,  not  fed  with  Corn,  fhould  be  fold  for 

*  fixteen  Shillings  and  no  more ;  and  if  he  was  fed  with 

*  Corn,  then  for  twenty-four  Shillings  at  moft.     The 
^  beft  live  fat  Cow  for  twelve  Shillings.    A  fat  Hog,  of 

*  twc  Years  old,  for  three  Shillings  and  Four-pence.  A 
^  fat  Weather,  or  Mutton,  unfhorn,  for  TvYenty-pencc, 

and 

w  Tills  Battle  was  fought  Junt  25,  I3i4t 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


g/-   E  N  G  L  A  N  D.  169 

*  and  fliorn,  for  Fourteen-pcncc.  A  fat  Goofe  for  Two-  K.  Edtoard  iw 

*  pence  Halfpenny.     A  fat  Capon  for  Two-pence.    A 
<  fat  Hen  for  a  Penny.     Two  Chickens  for  one  Penny, 

*  Four  Pigeons  for  a  Penny  ;  and  twenty- frfbr  Eggs  for 

*  a  Penny.     And  thofc  who  would  not  fell  the  Things 

*  for  thefe  Rates  were  to  forfeit  them  to  the  King.*  Pro- 
clamation was  made  in  every  County  in  England  accord- 
ingly.     Mr,  Tyrrel  obferves  that  Silver  was  then   at 
Twenty- pence  the  Ounce ;  which  muft  argue  a  great     -  - 
Allay  in  it  at  that  Time.                                                     [  'S*  J 

Thi^  Petition  being  made  by  a  Parliament,  from 
thence  it  became  a  temporary  Statute  * ;  yet  it  did  not 
take  fufiicient  £fFeft,  by  realon  that  the  Scarcity  of  all 
Provifions  ftill  increafed  ;  a  Quarter  of  Corn  being  fold 
not  long  after  for  twenty  Shillings,  and  Barley  for  a 
Mark  ;  the  Sheep  being  alfo  moftly  dead  of  the  Rot,  and 
Corn  being  (o  very  dear  Hogs  and  Poultry  could  not  be 
kept,  whereby  all  Sorts  of  frefli  Meats  became  fo  fcarce, 
that  the  King,  going  to  St.  Alban*s  in  November  this  Year, 
had  much  ado  to  get  ViSuals  to  fuftain  his  Family. 

This  Parliament,  however,  granted  the  King  a  twen- 
tieth Part  of  their  Goods  or  Moveables  ;  but,  in  Staf^ 
fQrdjblre  and  Shropjhiriy  fome  refufed  to  pay  it,  and  hin- 
dered the  Colle6lors,  appointed  by  the  King,  from  ga- 
thering it.  Their  Pretence  was.  That  this  Tax  was 
granted  on  certain  Conditions,  vi%.  That  the  King 
Hiould  caufe  the  Great  Charter  of  the  Liberties  of  Eng^ 
land^  the  Charter  of  the  Foreft,  the  Ordinances  made 
by  the  Prelates,  Earls,  and  Barons,  and  the  Perambu- 
lation of  Forcfts,  to  be  obferv'd ;  which  had  not  then  been 
duly  put  in  Execution.  The  King  was  much  furprized 
and  difpJeafed  at  this  Remonftrance,  fince  he  had  ftridly 
commanded  that  all  thefe  Laws  fliould  be  kept,  and  had 
affigned  Commiffioners  in  all  Counties  to  make  the  Per- 
ambulations 3  whereupon,  that  he  might  be  thoroughly 

fatisfied 

•  Per  Petit'ftiem  Arcbiepificporumt  Epifcoporum*  Ccmitum,  Barcnum,  et 
tuicrym  de  Commumtate  Regni,  coram  nobii  et  Confilio  nojiro  exLibitam,  ^r. 
Ror.  Pari.   NO    35,   36 

This  Petition,  and  the  Order  of  Council  made  upon  it,  are  entered  00 
tte  Parliament  Roll«,  in  French  and  Latin,  of  which  the  foregoing  is  a 
Tr^inriation.  There  arc  no  lefs  than  268  Petitions,  with  their  Aniwers, 
entered  alfo  on  the  Rolls,  all  on  private  Affairs  except  the  former.  And 
in  wh»t  is  call'd  the  Srh  and  gtli  of  the  fame  King,  which  takes  in  fomc 
P^Jtof  the  fucccc.^ing  Parliament  zt  Lincoln,  Aivirte  Ilfaf:srjK^j,  as  they 
»fe  th?re  ftilcd,  of  more  Pc;uions,  arc  thciC  cnteied,  but  all  on  privite 
Pxcpcfty, 
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^Edwrdll,  fadsfied  about  the  Nature  of  the  A6lion,  and  have  the* 
^ames  of  the  Aftors^  he  appointed  one  of  his  Clerks  to 
go  with  the  CoUe^lors,  and  to  make  Inquiry  by  them- 
lelves,  or  by  the  Oaths  of  lawful  Men  of  thofe  Parts^ 
if  it  was  needful,  concerning  the  Particulars,  and  cor-' 
tify  them  diftin£Uy  to  him  ^. 

ilUiiioRcgni  9.       The  next  Year,  13 16,  the  King  fummoned  a  Parlia- 
1316.        ment  to  meet  at  Lincolny  fifteen  Days  after  St.  Hilary^ 

Ac  tittcoh*  ^^  y^^'  ^^  »  where  being  met,  the  King  deferred  going 
upon  any  Bufinefs,  becaufe  his  Uncle,  Thomas  £arl  of 

£  153  ]  i^ncaftery  and  other  Great  Men,  were  not  yet  arrived ; 
according  to  whofe  Advice  he  intended  to  proceed.  But, 
in  the  mean  Time,  the  Chancellor,  Treafurer,  and 
Juftices  of  both  Benches,  were  enjoined  to  bring  m 
£riefs  of  fuch  Matters  depending  before  them,  in  their 
feveral  Places,  which  could  not  be  determined  out  of 
Parliament,  that  here,  in  this  Seffion,  they  might  pro- 
ceed in  them  as  they  ought- 

This  is  the  firft  Parliament  that  is*  entered  on  the 
Rolls  in  Form  ;  the  Preamble  tells  us.  That  they  met 
for  the  firft  Time  in  the  great  Hall  belonging  to  the 
Dean  of  Lincoln^  in  whofe  Houfe  the  King  then  lodged. 
That,  being  afTembled,  the  King  gave  Command  to 
William  Inge^  one  of  the  Juftices  of  the  King's  Bench, 
to  declare  the  Caufe  of  the  Summons  ;  which,  he  faid, 
was  on  fundry  and  arduous  Matters,  principally  relating 
to  the  King's  Realm  of  Scoilandy  as  had  been  mentioned 
in  the  Writs.  That  the  King  dcfired  they  would  treat 
on  this  and  other  Affairs  with  all  convenient  Speed  j  ad- 
ding, That  the  King  was  under  much  Concern,  that  he 
was  obliged  to  call  them  together  at  a  Time  when  the 
great  Scarcity  of  Vi6lual8  muft  make  thofe,  who  came 
from  a  great  DiAance,  to  think  their  Stay  both  tedious 
and  burthenfome. 

A  few  Days  after,  the  Earl  of  Lancajier  and  the  other 
Peers  being  come,  the  Caufe  of  fummontng  this  Par- 
liament was  again  declared  ;  alfo  for  their  Advice  and 
Afliftance  againft  the  Scots^  who  had  poflclFed  thcmfeives 
of  the  greateft  Part  of  that  Nation,  and  thrown  off  all 
Allegiance  to  England  \  the  King,  *  befeeching  and  en« 
*  joining  all  hisLic2cSubjc6is,thereprcfcnt,to  advife  and 

aUill 

c  Tjrrel  and  BreJj, 
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^affift  him  in  this  Matter"^/  Upon  this  it  was  agreed^* Edward lu 

to  meet  the  next  Day  and  treat  about  Parliamentary  Bu* 

iinefs;  when  being  anembled  they  debated  many  Things^ 

which  took  up  all  that  Day,  and  the  King  commanded 

they  (hould  come  together  again  the  Day  following  ; 

when  they  were  to  meet  in  the  Chapter-Houfe  of  the 

Church  oif  Lincoln.     Here  it  was  agreed,  that  the  Aft 

palTed  the  laft  Parliament,  relating  to  the  Proclamation 

for  the  Prices  of  Viduals,  {hould  be  repealed,  and  that 

diey  (hould  be  fold  as  formerly  at  as  reafonable  Rates  a$ 

they  could  be  afforded.     For  a  very  good  Reafon,  fays 

Walfingham^  becaufe,  that  after  that  Statute,  Provifions 

were  grown  much  dearer,  the  Dearth  ftill  continuing  in 

a  greater  Degree. 

Two  or  three  Days  after  the  King»  by  the  Bifiiop  of 
Norwichy  declared  to  the  whole  Body  aiiembled,  *  That 

*  he  would  obferve  all  the  Ordinances  formerly  made  by 

•  the  Prelates  and  Great  Men,  and  alfo  the  Perambula- 

*  tions  of  Forefts  made  in  his  Father's  Time,  faving  to 

•  the  King  his  Reafons  againft  them  /  and  Writs  were 
made  out  accordingly. 

The  next  Day  the  Parliament  granted  to  the  King,  in  [  « 54  ^ 
Aid  for  his  War  with  Scotland^  of  every  Village  in  the 
Kingdom  one  ftout  Footman,  except  Cities,  Boroughs, 
and  the  King's  Demefnes  ^ ;  and  thefe  Footmen  were 
to  be  armed  and  furnifhed  with  Swords,  Bows,  Arrows, 
Slings,  Launces,  and  other  Armour  fit  for  Footmen, 
at  the  Charge  of  the  Towns,  and  their  Expences  to  be 
paid  untill  they  came  to  the  Place  of  Rendezvous,  and 
their  Wages  for  fixty  Days  after,  and  no  longer,  unlcfs 
the  King's  Service  required  it,  at  Four-pence  a  Day, 
Market-Towns  that  were  able  to  be  charged  further 
with  Men,  were  fo  to  be  charged  ;  the  King  promifing 
to  give  his  Letters  to  the  Peers  and  Commons,  and  to 
their  Heirs,  That  this  Grant  /hould  be  no  Precedent ^  nor 
drawn  into  Example  for  the  future. 

The  fame  Day,  by  the  Advice  of  this  Parliament,  the 
King  ordered  all  the  Military  Service  due  to  him,  which. 

was 

<*  Supplicant  &  injuftgens  Prelafit,  Proceribus  et  cateris  fdelibus  et  Hul?- 
dhh  fuii.  ibidem  exijiendibuit  ut  fibi  in  Pramijfn  cotijuiertat,  it  face  rent 
^hi  Auxilium  opportunum.     Rot.  Par.  9  Edw.  II. 

e  Cities  and  Boroughs  were  not  exemprcd,  for  wc  find  that  the  City  of 
Louden  lent  aoo,  Canterbury  ^o^  «^V.  Albani  10,  and  fo  in  Piopoition  to  aU 
I4e  rcii«     &am.  Darnel,     fiuK  the  Record  is  otbcrwi^. 
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K.  Edward  \h  ^as  the  whole  Militia  of  England^  to  be  fumfnoQed  to 
appear  at  Newcajile  upon  Tyne^  fifteen  Days  after  Mid* 
fummer.  Then  the  Knights^  Citizens,  and  Burgeflea 
granted  the  King  an  Aid  to  carry  on  this  Expedition  in- 
to Scotland^  which  was  a  fifteenth  Part  of  all  moveable 
Goods,  on  Citizens,  BurgefTes,  and  Men  of  Cities  and 
Boroughs,  and  the  King's  Demeihes,  which  they  were 
pofTeiTed  of  at  Michaelmas  lafl. 

Before  this  Parliament  was  difTolved,  the  King,  to 
flicw  his  Sincerity  towards  his  Coufm  Thomas^  Earl  of 
Lancajlir^  ordered  the  Bifhop  of  Norwich  to  tell  him, 

*  That  he  defued  he  would  cafl  away  all  Fears  and 
^  Doubts  on  his  Account,  afTuring  him  that  he  bore  the 
«  Earl  a  hearty  Good- will,  with  the  reft  of  the  Nobles, 

*  and  held  them  to  be  his  faithful  Liege-men  \  and  fur- 

*  ther  told  him,  that  the  King  dcfired  to  have  him  the 

*  Chief  of  his  Council ;  requefting  him,  in  Behalf  of  the 

*  King,  Prelates,  and  Great  Men  there  prefent,  to  take 
<  upon  him  and  aflift  and  advife  in  the  Affairs  of  the  King 
^  and  Kingdom.'  T  he  Earl  thanked  the  King,  and 
humbly  requefted  Time  to  give  in  his  Anfwcr  \  and^ 
after  a  very  (hort  Paufe,  he  confented  to  the  Propofal,  and 

t  '55  3     was  fworn  of  the  King's  Council.  Our  Records  have  pre- 

ferved  the  Form  of  this  Oath,  or  Proteftation,  which, 

fmce  it  is  Angular,  done  in  Parliament*  and  ordered  to 

be  entered  on  the  Roll,  claims  a  Place  in  our  Hiftory. 

*  Whereas  our  Lord  King  Edward^  by  the  Grace  of 

*  God,  K\i\goi  England^  hath,  with  the  Prelates,  Earls, 

*  and  Barons  of  the  Land,  in  full  Parliament,  requefted 

*  his  dear  Coufin,  the  Lord  Thomas^  Earl  of  Lancojier^ 

*  That  he  would  be  Chief  of  his  Council  in  all  great  and 

*  weighty  Affairs,  touching  himfelf  and  his  Realm  ;  to- 

*  gether  with  other  Prelates,  Earls,  and  Barons,  v/ho 

*  fhall,  between  the  King  and  him,  take  Care,  that  it 

*  may  be  for  the  Profit  of  the  King  and  the  Realm  \  the 

*  faid  £arl,  for  the  great  Love  he  hath  for  his  Lord  the 

*  King,  and  for  common  Profit  of  the  Kingdom,  and 
'  the  Ordinances  which  he  had  intirely  granted  to  ob< 

*  ferve,  and  the  right  Laws  to  maintain  in  all  Points, 

*  and  in  Hojus  to  make  Amendments  in  fuch  Things 

*  as  had  been  ill  done  in  his  Court,  and  the  Ellate  of 

*  his  Realm,  did  yield  to  be  of  the  King's  Council,  with 

*  tho 
f  S:f^I!ca'vit  ^uod  i^je  fcj^'tt  dcLbirare  et  fc^a  refpondire.    In  Oii^*„5u 
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*  the  Prelates,  Earls,  and  Barons  ;  (o  as  at  any  Timc,K,«B*wriii, 

<  if  the  King  ihall  not  do  according  to  his  Dire<£Uons, 
^  and  thofe  of  his  Council,  concerning  the  Matters  of 

*  his  Court  and  Kingdom,  after  fuch  Things  have  been 

*  fliewn  him  ;  and  that  he  will  not  be  direded  by  the 

*  Counfel  of  him,  and  others,  the  Earl,  without  Evil- 

*  Will,  Challenge,  or  Difcontent,   may  be  difcharged 
'  from  the  Council ;  and  that  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Realm, 

*  concerning  him,  fhall  not  be  done  or  performed  with- 

<  out  the  Affent  of  him  and  the  other  Prelates,  Earls^ 

<  and  Barons,  which  fhall  be  ordained  or  appointed  to 

*  advife  him  ;  and  if  any  of  the  Prelates,  Earls,  and  Ba- 

*  rons  fliall  advife  the  King,  or  do  other  Thing  which 
'  (ball  not  be  for  the  Profit  of  him  and  his  Realm,  then 

<  at  the  next  Parliament,  by  the  Advice  of  the  King 

<  and  his  Friends,  they  fhall  be  removed  ^  and  fo  it  fhaU 
^  be  from  Parliament  to  Parliament,  as  to  them,  and 

*  every  of  them,  according  to  the  Faults  found  in  them/ 

In  Witnefs  hereof  this  Article  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
tered on  the  Parliament-Roll. 

It  is  very  plain  by  thefe  Proceedings  that  the  King  [  156  3 
did  as  much  as  he  could  to  bring  over  and  eilablifh  his 
Kinfman  in  his  Intereft ;  and,  further,  he  created  him 
General  over  the  Forces  that  were  to  march  againft 
Scotland  y  but  Dr.  Brady  obferves  that  no  Hiflorian 
jnakes  Mention  of  any  great  Thing  he  did  by  this  Com- 
mand. Mr.  Tyrrel  indeed  excufes  him,  and  fays  the 
Fault  lay  in  the  Diftrufl  the  Earl  ftiil  had  of  the  King, 
which  made  the  whole  Expedition  mifcarry.  But  the 
Contemporary  Hiftorians,  with  more  Judice,  fix  it  on 
the  horrible  Famine  which  raged  in  the  Land,  and  dc- 
ftroyed  fo  many  People  that  no  Army  of  any  Confe- 
quence  could  be  raifed  amongft  them  **.  However  it 
was,  we  may  believe  that  the  Fire  was  not  quite  ex- 
tinguifhed  between  thefe  two  near  Relations,  fince,  in 

a 

«3  The  Famine  ii  reported  to  be  fo  great,  and  endured  fo  long,  as  is  almoft 
incredible.  The  near  Contemporary  Hillorians,  Knygbton  aind  fValfingbam, 
five  dreadful  Accounts  of  the  Scarcity  and  the  Mortality,  both  of  iVlca  and 
Cattle,  which  muft  neceflarily  enfuc.  A  Qnarter  of  Wheat,  the  Canoa 
%rrites,  was  fold  in  heicefter  Market  for  torty-four  Shillings  ;  twenty 
Times  above  its  ordinary  Value  j  for  the  very  next  Year  there  was  fuch  a 
Harveft,  that  a  BuOicl  of  Wheat,  which  fold  before  for  ten  Shillings,  w.i' 
fold  for  Tcnpcnccj  Oats,  that  were  eight  ShiliiiJgs,  for  as  many  Pence,  C?.-. 
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X^EdwtfiVi.  z  fmall  Time  after,  it  broke  "but  to  the  Deftru<EHon  of 
them  both. 

There  happened  an  Affair  this  Scffion  of  Parliament 
*  which  defcrves  our  Notice,  John  Lord  Rofs  was  accu- 
fed  before  the  King  for  drawing  his  Sword  upon  Hugh 
Difpenfer  the  younger,  in  the  Cathedral  Church  of  Lin^ 
£6ln^  during  Divine  Service,  in  the  King's  Prefencc,  and 
in  Contempt  of  his  Crown  and  Dignity.  Lord  Rofs 
pleaded  that  the  other  had  inftilted  him  firft  with  very- 
contumelious  Language,  and  had  afterwards  ftruck  him 
a  Blow  on  the  Face,  which  drew  Blood  from  him :  That 
he,  upon  this,  fearing  more  Mlfchief,  did  draw  hisSword^ 
it  was  true,  but  not  in  Contempt  of  the  King,  but  in 
his  own  Defence  5  and  therefore  he  put  himfelf  upon 
the  King's  Mercy.  But  the  King  confidering  that  thefe 
Fafls  were  committed  in  his  Prefence,  in  the  Time 
ef  the  Parliament's  Sitting,  and  in  manifeft  Breach  of 
the  Peace,  fined  each  of  them  10,000 /•*  a  mighty  Sum 
in  thofe  Days ;  and  they  were  committed  to  the  Cuftody 
of  the  Marftial  till  they  paid  it.    They  found  Means  tt> 

Frt  bailed  afterwards ;  but,  by  the  Importancy  of  the 
erfons  who  were  their  Securities  ^^  it  is  plain  the  Crime 
was  judged  of  a  very  high  Nature.  Nor  did  Hugh  De^ 
fpenferj  tho'  fome  Time  after  the  King's  chief  Favou- 
lite,  gain  his  Pardon  till  near  four  Years  after. 

There  are  fevcral  Matters  elfe,  but  of  lefs  public 
Concern,  entered  on  the  Rolls,  as  done  in  this  ratlia- 
ment,  which  we  omit.  The  Writs  for  calling  the  Com- 
mons to  this  Meeting  are  not  extant,  though  they  are 
mentioned,  under  the  Name  of  the  whole  Commonalty 
of  the  Realm,  to  be  at  it. 

So  great  were  the  Confufions  that  followed  this  Par- 
iiament,  by  the  Siois  Invafions,  that  though  more  were 
called,  yet  none  fat  to  do  any  Bufinefs  to  the  Purpofe  ; 
and  one,  particularly,  which  was  fummoned  to  meet  at 
Lincoln^  in  the  Year  1318,  the  Writs  being  revoked  for 
this  Reafon,  '  That  his  Enemies  and  Rebels,  the  Scots^ 
'  had  invaded  England  and  come  into  Xorhpme^  com- 

*  mitting   many   Murders,    plundering;,    wafting,    and 

•  burning  the  Country  \  fo  that  the  King  rcfolved  fud- 

'  dcnly 

•   "Decern  Millia  Lihrartim, 

f  The  Bail  were  yiHomar  de  Valeniia,  Earl  of  Petr.brolc  ;  John  ie  Jfar^ 
ren.  Earl  of  Surry  ;  Edtr.und,  Earl  oi  Arur.dde  \  Gilbert  Ptccbe^  Thcarax 
Latjnurf  and  Roger  de  Fclton,  all  Barons.    Rot,  Paij.  9  Edw,  II.  N^.  5,  6. 
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<  dcniy  to  inarch  againft  them  with  an  Army  to  reftrain  K,  IiNmiiW  m 

*  their  Incurfions,  and  bring  them  to  a  Subniiiffion  ;  and 

*  therefore  this  Parliament  was  put  oS^. 

But,  in  the  Midft  of  thefe  Tumulta,  the  King  foand  AnnoRegni  is« 
an  Opportunity  to  meet  a  Parliament  at  Tork,  which       1319. 
had  bMcen  fummoned  to  come  to  that  City  three  Weeks 
after  Michaelmas  *»,  in  the  Year  1319.  Here  it  was  that      ^'  ^^ 
an  Indenture,  made  betwixt  the  Earl  of  Laneajler  and     .         ^ 
certain  Prelates,  Earls,  and  Barons,  who  were  fent  by     L  *S7  j 
the  King  to  Northampton^  to  confult  with  the  Earl  about 
the  better  Regulation  of  the  Government,  was  read  iii 
Parliament,  and  all  Things  in  it  diligently  confidered  ^ 
Upon  which  the  Parliament'agreed  to  petition  the  King, 
That,  for  the  Honour  of  himfelf  and  the  Profit  of  ^ 
him  and  the  Realm,  for  the  great  Affairs  which  con- 
cern him  and  which  do  daily  happen,  he  would  pleafe 
to  aflent,  That  two  Bifbops,  one  Earl,  one  Baron,  one 
Baron  or  Banneret  of  the  Family  of  the  Earl  of  Lan^ 
cafievy  in  his  Name  and  for  him,  fhould  be  prefent 
and  remain  with  him  by  Turns,  or  Quarters  of  the 
Year,  to  deliberate  with,  and  advife  him  in  due  Man- 
ner ;  and  that  they  might  deliberate  and  advife  about 
all  confiderable  Matters  out  of  Parliament,  untill  a 
Parliament  fliould   otherwife   determine  concerning 
them  ;  fo  as  none  of  thefe  Things  fhould  be  debated 
without  the  Counfel  or  Affent  of  the  Prelates,  Earls^ 
and  others  which  remained  with  the  King  according 
to  the  Form  of  the  faid  Indenture ;  and  if  any  Thing 
was  done  otherwife  it  fhould  be  void.' 
The  King  underftanding  this  Requeft,  and,  fays  our 
Authority,  defiring  to  be  advifed  what  to  do,  or  ought 
to  be  done,  for  the  Honour  and  Profit  of  him  and  the 
Realm ;  and  confidcring  that  when  he  received  the  Go- 
vernment he  found  Scotland  in  War  againft  him,  and 
fince  there  had  been  Wars  in  Ireland^  and  many  other 
EM fturbances  had  happened  in  his  Dominions,  for  which 
he  thought  it  neceflary  to  have  with  him  the  greatcft 

and 

S  Brsdy  and  Tyrrei,  from  Rot.  clauf.  ii  EJm;;  II.  m.  3.  dorfo.  The 
Writ  to  the  Earl  of  Lancafler  ii  publi/hed  in  i^/r/*s  F/acPar,  Ap*  p*  559* 
Fmd,  Ang.  Tom.  III.  p.  jiz. 

t»  Oif   20    Statutes  at  largty   11  Edward  \\, 

i  Sec  the  Indenture  at  Jarge  in  Brady  and  Tyrrth  r»d,  Aftg^Tom,  III, 
^  721,  (Sfe. 
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K.  Edward  Ih  and  moft  fufficient  Advice ;  be  therefore  agreed  to  hav^ 
the  faid  Prelates,  Earls,  and  Barons  to  advife  him  in 
the  Form  aforefaid  ;  yet  fo  as  his  own  Minifters  £hould 
always  perform  their  Offices  according  to  the  Law  and 
Ufage  of  the  Kingdom. 

And  whereas  it  was  contained  in  the  faid  Indenture^ 

*  That  the  Prelates,  Earls,  and  Barons,  there  named, 
r  ic8  1  *  ^^^  undertaken,  by  the  Aflent  of  the  King,  that  he 
,  (hould  make  to  the  Earl  of  Lancajiery  his  People,  or 

-     *  Party  and  Followers,  Relcafes  and  Acquittances  of 

*  all  Manner  of  Felonies  and  Trefpafles  againft  his  Peace, 

*  untill  St.  James's  Day  this  Year  5  and  that  the  Char- 
^  ters  of  Releafe  and  Acquittances  ibould  be  abfolute 

*  without  Condition ;  and   if  better  Security  could   be 

*  found  for  them  in  the  next  Parliament,  they  fbould 

*  have  it,  and  alfo  confirmed  by  the  King  and  his  Ba- 

*  ronage  ;  the  King,  by  the  Aflent  of  the  Prelates,  Earls, 
^  Barons,  and  Commonalty  of  his  Realm,  in  his  faid 

*  Parliament,  granted  a  Pardon  to  the  Earl  o^  Lancajler 

*  and  his  Followers,  for  the  Breach  of  his  Peace,  and 

*  whatever  belong;ed  to  him  by  reafon  thereof;  and  of 

*  all  Manner  of  Felonies  and  Trefpafles  committed  againft 

*  the  Peace  unto  the  feventh  of  Augujl  lafl  paft,  and  a 

*  Pardon  of  Outlawry  to  thofe  that  (hould  demand  it^ 

*  if  any  had  been  pronounced  againft  them^  before  the 

*  making  of  their  Charters  ;  and  commanded  the  Biftiop 

*  of  Ely^  then  his  Chancellor,  That  he  fhould  make 

*  Charters  under  his  Great  Seal,  abfolute  and  without 

*  Condition,  for  the  Earl  of  Lancajler^  and  fuch  as  he 

*  fhould,  by  his  Letters,  name  to  the  Chancellor. 

*  Alfo,  whereas  in  the  fame  Indenture  it  was  contain- 

*  ed.  That  the  Ordinances  fliould  be  holden  and  kept 

*  as  they  had  pafled  the  Great  Seal,  the  King  now  willed 

*  and  granted.  That  they  fhould  be  fo  obferved,  and 

*  that  all  thefe  Things  {hould  be  entered  upon  the  Par- 

*  liament-RoU,  and  ftnt  to  the  Chancery  to  be  enrolled 
«  there,  and  from  thence  to  both  Benches,  to  be  likc- 

*  wife  enrolled  in  them  ^.' 

At  this  Parliament  alfo  the  Defpenfers^  Father  and 
Son,  came  firft  upon  the  Stage ;  Hugh  Defpenfer  the 
younger,  being,  by  Confcnt  of  this  Afl'tmbly,  made  the 

King*s 

k  Dated  at  Tork,  the  22(1  Day  of  O^cher,  /in,  Reg,  12,     frJ,  An^t 

Tom.  111.  p.  733,  734. 
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Kiitg's  Chamberlain.  Sir  Thomas  ie  la  Morty  die  Con-  ^  EdwmdJU 

temporary  Hiftorian  of  this  King's  Reign,  writes.  That 

he  was  put  upon  the  King  becaufe  they  knew  he  hated 

him.  fiut  the  young  Man  foon  played  his  Cards  fo  wdl     t  159  3 

that  be  quickly  changed  the  King's  Mind  tow;^rds  hijn^ 

and  became  as   great   a  Favourite   as  Gavejim\  iat 

which  he  was  perfecuted  with  equal  Fury  by  the  0&- 

dainers. 

We  have  not  met  with  any  Parliamentary  Aids  given 
by  the  Clergy  for  fome  Time ;  but,  at  a  Prorogation  of 
tills  laft  Parliament  to  meet  ag^in  after  Eaftery  an  Aid 
was  demanded  of  that  Body  :  They  excufed  themfelves 
from  granting  any,  without  the  rope's  Licence  \  but 
allowed  that  a  Mef&nger  (hould  be  fent  to  Romi^  at  the 
King's  Expence,  for  that  Purpofe.  At  hit  Return  he 
brought  a  Licence  from  his  Holinefs,  that  the  Clergjf 
fliould  grant  a  Tenth  for  one  Year,  which  was  done 
accordingly '. 

Another  Confederacy  of  the  Barons  now  ftarted  up  The  Baroht  ^. 
againft  the  Difpenfers^  Father  and  Son,  whofe  Lands  "»*"<*  «*wt  the 
and  Lordlhips  they  burnt  and  deftroyed  all  over  England,  ^v^"^^^^^ 
Thomas  Earl  of  LancajUr  was  alio  at  the  Head  <rf  this  thenu 
League;  ana   they  had  bound  themfelves  by  certaia 
written  Inftruments,  or  Indentures,  to  purfue  both  Father 
and  Son  to  Deftrudion  ".     After  many  lawlefs  Deva- 
ftations,  in  which  the  Innocent  were  involved  with  the 
Guilty,  they  marched  to  St.  AlbavCs^  from  whence  they 
fern  five  BiOiops  "  to  the  King,  <  To  demand,  in  then: 

*  Names,  that  the  two  Defpenfers^  Hugh  ai)d  Hugh^  as 
'  Traitors,  fliould  be  banim'd  from  his  Court  and  King- 

*  dom.'     The  King  anfwered  the  Meflengers  mildly, 

*  That  Hugh  the  Father  was  beyond  Sea  in  his  Service, 
^  and  Hugh  the  Son  was  at  Sea,  for  the  guarding  the 
'  Cinque-- Forts ^  according  to  his  Duty ;  and  that  ac- 

Vol.  L  .  M  •  cording 

1  The  Wrk  to  the  Archbifliop  of  Ctnttrkury,  $fc.  for  colle£Ung  thie 
Sibfidy^  it  in  the  Pmhiic  AQi  \  in  the  £ime  Writ  is  mentioned  an  Aid  from  • 

the  Coniinon3  of  ao  eighteenth  Part,  and  a  Twelfth  from  the  Cities  and  "    *• 

Boroughs  in  the  K'mg*s  Dcmefnes.  Feed*  Ang.  Tom.  III.  p.  787.  Dated 
at  Yorkt  yufy  zo,  Anno  Regni  1 3. 

«  Sec  the  Indentures  at  large,  with  the  Names  of  the  principal  Confte* 
derate  Lords,  in  Brady  and  Tprel,  tinder  the  Year  ijao,  Alfo  in  Fmim 
Jhg.  Tom.  IIL  p.  868,  923. 

»  The  Biihops  of  London,  Safifiury,  Ely^  Herefordt  and  Ch'ck^er,  wh* 
were  come  to  the  Confederate  Barons  at  St»  Mcnt,  to  procute  an  Accom* 
•iDodationw     fValfinglam^  pi  1 14* 
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K.  EiwMrd  n.  c  cording  to  Right  and  Cuftom  they  ought  not  t6  btf 
*  baniflied  without  anfwering  for  themfelves/ 
X  1^0  ]  This  Anfwer,  tho*  it  feemed  fo  fair  and  reafonaU^ 
fap  Tymly  yet  did  but  the  more  enrage  the  angry 
Barons  ;  who,  taking  up  Arms  again,  marched  direSlf 
for  London^  where  the  King  then  was,  and  where,  in 
order  to  fettle  thefe  Differences  and  Diforderv,  be  had 
called  another  Parliament  to  meet,  July  15,  1321. 

AahoRcgni  14;     This  Parliament  met  at  Weftminfter  on  the  Day  ap- 
\vu        pointed  ;  but  the  difcontented  Lords,  tho'  they  were  fo 

At  WtBmnH  '^^^^  came  not  according  to  the  Summons,  but  remained 
*  in  Lonim^  in  an  armed  Pofture,  in  dire<^  Defiance  of 
the  King  and  Laws,  for  fifteen  Days  after  the  Parlia* 
ment  was  begun,  Without  once  appearing  at  it  ^«  They 
held  Councils  however  by  themfelves,  and,  without 
ever  confulting  the  King  about  it,  drew  up  a  Sentence^ 
or  Judgment,  againfl  the  two  Defpenfers^  and  brought 
it  down  to  iVeJlminJiery  with  Force  of  Arms,  whicb^ 
the  King  being  in  no  wife  able  to  oppofe,  they  got 
pafTed  into  a  Law,  and  inrolled  accordingly.  This  Sen- 
tence, or  Statute,  being  in  the  Line  of  our  Hijlory, 
mufl  find  a  Place,  tranflated  from  the  old  Frmch^  as 
follows : 

*  To  the  Honour  of  God  and  Holy  Church,  and  of 

<  our  Lord  the  King,  for  the  Profit  of  him  and  his 

*  Realm,  and  to  maintain  Peace  amongft  his  People,  and 

*  the  £flate  of  the  Crown,  the  Prelates,  Earls,  ^arons^ 

*  and  other  Peers  and  Commons  of  the  Realm,  do  (hew 

*  againfl  Sir  Hugh  Defpenfer^  Father  and  Son,  That 

*  whereas  Sir  Hugh  the  Son,  at  the  Parliament  held  at 

*  2Vi,  was  appointed  to  be  Chamberlain  to  the  King» 

*  in  which  Parliament  it  was  agreed.  That  certain  Pre- 

<  lates  and  other  Great  Men  £ou]d  be  with  the  King 

*  by  Turns,  at  feveral  Seafons  of  the  Y^ar,  the  better 

*  to  advife  him,  without  whom  no  great  Buftnefs  ought 
£  161  ]     *  to  be  done  J  now  the  faid  Sir  Hugh  the  Son,  drawing 

*to 

o  In  orJcr  to  keq)  Peace  in  the  City  at  this  Time,  the  Mayor  canTed 
daily  a  Thouiaml  Men,  well  armed,  to  watch  in  the  feveral  Wards  and  aC 
the  Gates  of  the  City,  which  began  at  Four  o' Clock  in  the  Morning,  and 
fo  continued  till  Six  at  Night.  They  were  then  relieved  by  the  like  Num- 
ber for  the  Night  >yatch.  Two  Aldermen  rode  nightly  about  the  City,  at- 
tended with  a  Number  of  Officers,  to  fee  the  Watch  well  kept.  The  Gates 
were  /^ut  at  Nine  o* Clock  and  opened  at  Seven  j  and  every  Citizen  was 
trdercd  to  have  bif  Hauicfs  ready  on  the  leait  Warning.    F4kian%  Chr§M9 
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^  tb  him  his  Father,  who  was  not  by  Order  of  Parlia-  K.  Ed^ardlU 
ment  to  be  near  the  JKIing,  or  to  be  one  of  thofe  Coun- 
fellors,  between  them  both  havt  ttfurped  Royal  Power 
over  the  King  and  his  Minifters,  and  the  Government 
of  the  Kingdom,  to  the  DiOionour  of  the  ^ing,  thd 
Injury  of  the  Crown,  and  the  DeftniAion  of  the  King- 
dom«  Great  Men,  and  People,  and  have  done  the 
Wickedncfles  underwritten,  in  contrivmg  to  turn  the 
Heart  of  the  King  firom  the  Peers  of  the  Land,  that  fo 
they  (the  Defpeiyers)  may  have  the  fble  Government 
thereof. 

«  That  Sir  Hugh  the  Son  made  a  Bill,  or  Writing, 
whereby  he  would  have  had  Sir  John  Gifford  of  Brim' 
mesfiild^  Sir  Richard  de  Gnye^  and  others,  enter  into  1 
ConTederacy,  to  have  forced  the  King  to  do  A¥hat  he 
would  have  him,  and  had  aimoft  done  it  j  the  Tenof 
of  which  Bill  is  underwritten. 

I.  *  Homage  and  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  is  more  due,  Articles  agtmil 
by  reafon  of  the  Crown,  than  of  the  Perfon  of  the  ^^  ^e^'V'^'* 
King,  and  is  more  tied  or  fixed  to  the  Crown,  than 
to  die  Perfon:  And  this  appears;  for  that  before  the 
State  of  the  Crown  defcends,  there  is  no  Allegiance  due 
to  the  Perfon  expectant ;  wherefore,  if  the  King  does 
not  govern  himfelf  by  Reafon^  according  to  the  Right 
or  Law  of  the  Crown,  his  Lieges  are  then  bound  hf 
thehr  Oath  taken  to  the  Crown,  to  remove  the  King, 
and  to  take  Care  of  the  State  of  the  Crown,  by  a  dud 
Adminiftration  ^  for  otberwife  that  Oath  could  not  ht 
obferved.  Now  if  it  be  demanded,  how  the  King  \i 
to  be  dealt  with,  whether  by  Suit  of  Law,  or  by  Ri- 
gour i  Not  by  the  former ;  for  no  Man  can  be  redref- 
fed  diat  Way,  becaufe  he  can  have  no  Judge,  unlefs 
it  be  from  the  King  himfelf;  in  which  Cafe,  if  the 
King  will  not  be  guided  according  to  Reafon,  he  will 
then  be  obftinate  in  his  Error :  Wherefore  he  ought 
to  keep  his  Oath,  and  when  the  King  will  not  relieve 
him,  but  iS/oUtragious,  and  will  do  that  which  is  in* 
jurious  to  his  People  in  general,  and  withal  is  preju* 
dicial  to  his  Crown,  then  is  it  Time  for  th^m  to  pro- 
ceed againft  him  with  Rigour ;  for  he  is  bound  by  his 
Oath  to  govern  his  People  and  his  Lieges  5  and  they  [  162  ] 
are  bound  to  govern  in  Aid  of  him,  in  cafe  of  his  De« 
fault. 

M  ^  IL  <  Upon 
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K,£diosrdIL  n.  ^  Upon  any  Application  of  the  Gneat  Men  and 
People  unto  him,  the  iCing's  Anfwer  ftill  was  accord* 
ing  Co  the  Pleafure  of  thefe  two»  in  turning  the  King 
from  his  Duty  a£ainft  his  Oath,  and  the  Hearts  of  the 
Great  Men  and  People  agalnft  their  Liege  Lord. 
IIL  *  By  their  evil  Contrivance,  they  would  not  fuf- 
fer  the  Great  Men  of  the  Realm,  nor  good  Counfellors 
to  fpeak  with,  or  come  near  the  King  to  advife  him, 
'  nor  the  King  to  fpeak  with  them,  unlefs  in  their  Pre- 
fence,  or  in  the  Hearing  of  one  of  them ;  and  that  too 
but  when  they  pleafed  :  Tlius  ufurping  Royal  Power 
and  Sove^-eignty  over  the  Perfon  of  the  King,  to  the 
great  Difibonour  and  Peril  of  him»  his  Crown,  and 
Kingdom. 

IV.  •  To  attain  their  Widccdneft,  Covetoufneis,  and 
to  Che  diAnheriting  of  the  Great  Men,  and  the  De-  * 
ftru£Uon  of  the  People,  they  had  put  out  good  and 
agreeable  Minifters  who  ha^  been  placed  by  Aflent, 
and  put  ki  others  falfe  and  wicked,  that  were  of  their 
own  Psu'ty,  who  would  not  (bfier  Right  to  be  done  ; 
as  Sheriffs,  Efcheators,  Conftables  of  Caftles^  and 
made  thoib  Juflj<^8,  who  uiiderftood  not  the  Law,  as 
Sir  Hn^h  the  Father,  Sir  Raipb  Baffity  Sir  Ralph  Ca- 
m^is^  and  Sir  Jobm  Inge^  and  divers  others  their  Friends, 
who  qmfed)  by  falfe  Jurors  of  their  Alliance,  the 
Peers  of  the  Land  to  be  indided ;  as  the  Earl  <£  He^ 
rtf$rdf  tbc  Lord  Gifford  of  Brimmesfeeld^  the  Lord 
K^tert  d4  MontbaU^  and  other  good  People,  to  get 
their  Lands  from  them« 

V.  <  They  falfly  and  malicioufly  advifed  the  King  to 
'  raife  Arms  againft  his  People  in  Glmcejiirjhirey  con* 

trary  to  the  Great  Charter,  and  the  Award  of  the  Peers 
of  t^eLand ;  and,  by  their  £il&  and  evil  Counfel,  would 
have  made  War  in  the  Land,  for  their  own  proper 
Q^rrd,  Co  the  Deftrudion  of  Holy  Church  and  the 
People* 

VI.  «  Whereas  the  Earl  of  Hereford^  and  the  I>>rd 
Mortimer  oiWigmore^  by  the  King's  Command,  were 
affigned  to  make  War  upon  Lewellyn  Bren,  who  had 

J^  16$  ]     *  levied  War  againft  him  in  Glamorganjhin^  when  the 

'  Earl  of  Glouc^er's  Lands,  by  reafon  of  his  Death,  were 

in  the  King's  Hands ;  this  Liwellyn  had  rendered  him** 

felf  into  thofe  Lords  Hands,  to  the  King's  Grace  and 

*  Pleafure^ 
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^  Pleafure,  and  upon  that  Condition  was  delivered  to  the  K,SdxosrJiU 

*  King,  who  received  him  accordingly ;  but  when  thefe 

*  Lords  were  out  of  the  Country,  thefc  two  Sir  Hughs^ 

*  the  Father  and  Son,   ufurping  Royal  Power,  took 

*  LiWi/fyn^  and  carried  him  to  Caerdiff.     After  which, 

*  Sir  Hugh  the  younger  being  feized  thereof,  and  pre* 
'  tending  to  a  Jurifdi£tion  where  none  was  in  this  Cafe, 

*  there  caufed  the  faid  LiweUyn  to  be  drawn,  hanged, 
^  beheaded,  and  quartered,  felonioufly,  for  Things  done 
'  in  the  Time  of  King  Henry ;  and  they  alfo  took  upon 
'them  Royal  Power  and  Jurifdi£tion,  which  was  ap* 
'  pendant  to  the  Crown,  in  Diiherifon  thereof,  and  to 
'  the  Diihonour  of  the  King,  the  faid  Lords  of  Heti'^ 
^fnrd  and  Mortimer^  and  in  ill  Example  and  great  Peril 

*  in  the  like  Cafe  for  Time  to  come* 

VIL  ^  They  ill  advifed  the  King,  to  take  into  hit 
'  Hands  the  Lands  and  Goods  of  Sir  Hugh  Audky  the 

*  Son,  who  was  fore-judged  without  due  rrocefe,  con* 
'  trary  to  the  Law  of  the  Landy  by  the  Covetoufnefs  of 
'  the  faid  Hugh  to  get  fome  of  thofe  Lands ;  and,  by  other 

*  falfc  Pretences,  contrived  to  get  the  Lands  of  Sir  Roger 

*  Dammoty^  having  attainted  him  upon  bis  entering  in« 

*  to  Glou€eJierft)irej  to  the  Difheritance  of  the  Peers  of 

*  the  Land. 

VllL  ^  That  whereas  the  King  had  granted  by  hit 

*  Letters  Patent  to  the  Earl  of  Warwick^  in  full  Parlia- 
'  ment  at  fVeJlminfiery  that,  after  his  Death,  his  Execu- 
'  tors  (hould  have  his  Lands,  untill  his  Heir  was  of  full 
'  Age ;  which  Grant,  after  the  Earl's  Death,  was  con- 

*  firmed  by  the  King  at  Lincoln^  at  the  Requeft  and 

*  Aflent  of  the  Peers  of  the  Land  in  Parliament :  YeC 

*  the  faid  Sir  Hugh  the  Father  procured  his  Son  to  caufe 

*  the  King  to  repeal  this  Grant,  without  Caufe ;  and  to 

*  |ive  the  Guardianfhip  of  the  faid  Lands  to  the  faid 

*  tiugb  the  Father,  for  his  own  Profit ;  and  alio  had 
'  defeated,  by  evil  Counfel,  what  the  King  had  granted  in 

*  his  Parliaments,  by  good  Advice,  and  by  Aflfent  of  the 

*  Peers  of  the  Land  ;  to  the  Difhonour  of  the  King,  and     [  '^4  } 

*  asainft  Right  and  Reafon.  ^ 

IX.  *  That  they  would  not  fuffer  the  King  to  take 

*  reafonable  Finos  of  the  Peers  of  the  Land,  and  others^ 
^  when  they  entered  upon,  and  received  their  Fees,  as  ic 

*  bad  been  ufed  before  that  Time  i  but,  by  Covetoufnefii 

M  3  to 
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^e  ParKamentary  HisTORr 

to  obtain  fuch  Lands  by  the  Royal  Power,  they  ha<I 
caufed  undue  Impeachments  to  be  brought,  furmifme 
the  Land  to  be  forfeited,  as  were  thofe  of  Sir  John^ 
de  Mowbray  and  others,  to  the  Damage  and  Diflionour 
of  the  King,  and  contrary  to  the  Law  of  the  Land,  in 
Diflieritance  of  the  Great  Men  and  others  ;  and  alfo 
making  the  Kin^  do  againft  his  Oath  in  Parliament. 
X.  *  By  wicked  Covetoufnefs,  and  ingroffing  of  Power- 
Royal,  they  would  not  fufier  the  King  to  hear  or  do 
Right  to  the  Great  Men,  upon  what  they  prefented  to 
him,  on  Behalf  of  himfelf  and  themfelves,  touching 
the  Difheriting  the  Crown  and  them,  concerning  the 
Lands  which  were  the  Templars :  Alfo,  by  ufurpin^ 
Power-Royal,  they  governed  the  King,  his  Council, 
and  Prelates ;  fo  that,  in  Matters  concerning  them 
and  their  Friends,  or  which  they  undertook,  no  Right 
could  be  obtained,  but  according  to  their  Pleafures ;  to 
the  Damage  and  Difhonour  of  the  King,  the  Peril  of 
his  Oath,  and  Diiheritance  and  Deftru£lion  of  the 
People  of  his  Realm. 

XL  *  Biihops,  Abbots,  and  Priors  Eleft,  who  ought 
to  be  received  of  the  King,  when  duly  eleded,  could 
not  come  near  him,  nor  ipeak  with  him  to  obtain  his 
Favour,  untill  they  had  agreed  and  made  Fine  with 
Sir  Hugh  the  Son,  according  to  his  Pleafure  ;  nor  thofe 
that  had  any  Grant  to  afk  of  the  King,  could  obtain 
it,  before  they  had  made  their  Agreement  or  Fine 
with  him, 

*  Which  Wickednefles  being  notorious  and  true,  as  it 
is  found  by  the  Examination  of  the  Earls,  Barons,  and 
other  Peers  of  the  Land  ;  Therefore  we  the  Peers  of  the 
Landy  Earls  and  Baronsy  in  the  Prejence  of  our  Lord 
the  King^  do  awards  That  Hugh  le  Defpenfer  the  Son^ 
and  Hugh  le  Defpenfer  the  Father ^  Jhall  be  dijherited  for 
every  as  Dfneriiors  of  the  Crowriy  and  Enemies  to  the 
King  and  his  People  ;  and  Jhall  be  hanijhed  the  Kingdom 
of  England,  never  to  return  again^  unlefs  ft  he  by  the 
Affent  of  the  King,  and  by  AJJent  of  the  Prelates^  Earls^ 
and  Baron:  in  Parliament  duly  fummoned\  and  to  quit 
the  Realm  between  the  Time  of  the  Date  of  this  Su- 
tutc,  and  the  Feaft  of  the  Decollation  of  St.  yohn  Bap' 
ttji  (or  nine-and- twentieth  of  Auguji)  next  coming; 
♦  l^nd  if  found  in  England  after  the  Day,  or  if  they  return 
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*  afteer  that  Day,  then  to  be  dealt  with  as  Enemies  ofK.  Eiwrdiu 

<  the  King  and  Kingdom/ 

This,  in  the  printed  Copy  of  Old  Statutes^  is  called 
the  Banifhment  of  Hugh  Defpenfer^  Father  and  Son. 
Yet  it  is  remarkable  that  thefe  Articles  were  admitted 
and  taken  for  granted,  without  any  dired  Proof,  as  the 
Manner  then  was  to  proceed  in  Parliament. 

After  this  Sentence  was  publickly  read  and  agreed  to^ 
the  Confederate  Lords  had  yet  another  Game  to  play^ 
which  the  fame  Force  would  eafily  carry  them  through. 
They  bethought  themfelves  that  it  was  neceffary  to  have 
fome  Security  for  what  they  had  done  ;  and,  in  order  to 
it,  they  addrelTed  a  Kind  of  Petition,  or  rather  a  Re- 
monftrance,  to  the  King,  fetting  forth,  ^  That  the  two 

*  Defpenfers^  ufurping  Royal  Power,  and   having  the 

*  King  and  his  Minifters,  and  the  Direction  of  the  Law, 

*  at  their  Devotion,  or  in  their  Power,  the  Great  Men 

*  of  the  Land  made  a  Confederacy  by  Oath,  Writing, 

*  and  in  other  Manner,  without  the  King's  Leave ;  and 

*  then  they  and  others,  with  Horfe  and  Arms  p,  had 

*  marchM  againft  them,  and  took  and  feizM  divers  Cafties, 
«  Towns,  Manors,  Lands,  Tenements,  Goods,  and 
^  Chattels  of  the  King's  Liege  Subjeds  ;  and  fome  of 
'  them  they  took  and  imprifoned,  and  others  they  ran- 

*  fomed,  and  fome  they  killed,  and  did  many  other 

*  Things,  in  deftroying  the  faid  Hugh  and  Hughy  and 

*  their  Allies  and  others  in  England^  fVaUsy  and  the 

*  Marches^  of  which  fome  may  be  called  Felonies '^  which 

*  Things  having  been  fo  done  by  Neceffity,  ought  not     [  '^^  3 

<  to  be  taken  Notice  of,  nor  punifhed  by  Law  ;  nor  can 

*  be  without  great  Trouble  or  Hazard  of  War.   •  The 

*  Bardns  therefore  pray  the  King,  for  Peace- Sake,  for 

<  the   affuaging  of  Anger   and  Rancour,  and  making 

*  Unity  in  the  Land ;  and  that  he  may  more  intirely 

*  have  the  Hearts  and  Good- Will  of  his  People,  to  de- 
^  fend  his  own  Countries,  and  offend  his  Enemies ;  that 

<  it  might  be  accorded,  and  affcnted  to  in  full  Parlia- 

*  ment,  by  the  King,  Prelates,  Earls,  Barons,  and  Com- 

*  mons;  that  no  Great  Men  of  the  Realm,  Prelate, 

*  Earl,  Baron,  Knight,  Clerk,  orEfquire,  for  the  Con- 

federacy 

»  The  Confederate  Lords  came  to  tliis  Parliament,  thry  and  their  Re- 
tinae, clad  in  odd  Party-coloured  H't>iu»  Yellow  and  Green,  with  a  white 
Band  a-crofs  their  Breads  |  for  which  Reafon  this  Parliament  was  called 
Jo»5  afur,  Ibt  Purliamsnt  oflVhht  Band%%    fahiani  and  Holling*  Ckf»% 
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KtSdv/ardli,  *  fcdcracy  made  by  Oath,  Writing,  or  in  other  Manner? 

^  or  for  riding  with  the  King's  or  other  Banners  difplay'd^ 

^  *  nor  for  the  taking  or  detaining  of  any  CalUes,  Towns, 

*  Manors,  Lands,  Tenements,  Goods,  or   Chattels ; 

*  the  feizing,  imprifonine,  and  ranfoming  the  King's 

*  Liege  People ;  or  for  kulingof  Men,  and  other  Rob- 

*  beries,  Felonies,  or  other  Things  done  againft  the 

*  King's  Peace,  which  may  be  Judged  TrefpaSes  orFc- 
^  loaies,  from  the  Beginning  ot  the  World  to  that  Day; 

*  nor  that  any  People,  of  what  Condition  foever  they 

*  were,  for  the  Trefpaffes  and  Felonies  aforefaid,  com- 

<  mitted  fmce  Candlemas  laft  pad,  to  that  Day,  ihould 

*  be  impeached,  grieved,  or  molcfted  at  the  Suit  of  the 

*  King,  or  any  other :    But  of  all  fuch  Things,  by  this 

*  Statute  and  Accord,  fbould  be  quit  for  ever  ;  faving  to 

*  every  one,  except  the  faid  Hugh  and  Hughy  their  Right 

*  to  demand  and  recover  their  Frank- Tenement  and 
^  their  Right,  without  Puniiliment  from  the  King,  or 

*  giving  Dcimages  to  the  Party.    And  alfo  that  it  might 

*  be  granted  by  the  King  in  the  faid  Parliament,  That 

*  if  any  Earl,  Baron,  or  any  Great  Men,  for  themfclves 

*  or  others,  whom  they  fliall  name  to  the  Chancellor 

*  between  this  and  St.  Michail  next  coming,  will  have 

*  the  King's  Pardon  for  Suit  of  Procefs  of  the  Peace,  or 

<  what  pertains  to  him,  of  all  Manner  of  Felonies  and 

*  Trefpaffes  done  contrary  to  the  Peace  5  or  of  any  Dif^ 

*  obediences.  Contempts,  Confpiracies,  Confederations, 
^  Privy  Covenants    and  Obligations  made  againft  the 

*  King,  they  (hall  have  their  feveial  Charters  of  Pardon, 

*  under  the  Great  Seal-  without  paying  any  Fees  in  the 
[  167  ]     <  Chancery:  And  that  all  fuch  Writings  to  the  contrary, 

*  wherever  fcuncl,  fliall  he  null  and  void.' 

After  this  i.-tiow^  the  Form  of  the  Charter  of  Pardoi> 
that  was  taken  out  by  the  Earl  of  Hereford  "  and  the  reft 
of  the  Barons  and  Gieat  Men,  who  had  been  Confede- 
rates in  this  violent  Undertaking,  It  bears  Date  at  IP^eJi'- 
minjlcr  the  20th  of  Augujl^  in  the  15th  Year  of  thia 
Reign. 

When  all  thefe Things  were  tranfafled  in  Parliament,^ 
and  the  Confederate  B<«rons  had  got  their  Charters  of 
Pardons  in  their  Pockets,  they  broke  up  and  returned 

home. 

•  Humphry  dt  Bohutt^ 
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bome  ^.  Yet,  upon  better  Confideration,  they  were  not  K^E4mmdiU 

mighty  well  fatisfied  with  what  they  had  done ;  and 

fearing  that  they  had  provoked  the  King  beyoiid  all  Pof* 

iibility  of  a  thorough  Reconciliation,  they  kept  alway» 

arm'a,  and  never  trufied  themfelves  but  in  fecure  Places 9 

whicb^  fay8  Tymly  an  thi  ufual  Cmftquenas  of  ui^ujt 

and  vuUfii  Anions.    But,  not  long  after,  there  bap-* 

pened  an  Accident  which  proved  cl  fetal  Confeqoence 

to  the  Barons'  Party,  and  gave  the  King  an  OpportiH 

nity  to  recall  the  Di/pinftrs^  the  elder  of  whom  con*' 

tinued  (HU  abroad  ;  but  the  younger  Tay  for  fome  Timd 

concealed  in  England^  yet  afterwards  went  to  Sea  and 

turned  Pirate,  robbing  whatever  Englijh  Merchants  iid 

could  meet  with. The  Affitir  was  thus : 

Queen  Ifabel^  whom  all  Authors  allow  to  be  the  chief  ^  • 
Promoter  of  Peace  and  good  Harmony  between  tho 
King  and  his  Barons,  intended  to  make  a  Progrefs  to 
Canterbury  \  and  in  her  Journey  thither  purpofed  to 
lodge  at  Ledes  Caftle,  in  Kent^  over  which  Bartholomew 
de  BadUfmon  had,  by  the  King,  been  made  Governor'. 
This  Man  was  a  rich  and  potent  Baron,  and  one  of  the 
Confederacy ;  and  when  the  Queen's  ^arfhal  came  t6  [  '^^  1 
the  Caftle  to  provide  Lodgings  for  her,  he  was  flatly  de- 
nied Admittance,  with  this  faucy  Anfwcr,  *  That  they 

*  would  not  fuffer  the  Queen,  or  any  other,  to  enter  there 

*  without  Command,  or  Letter,  from  the  Lord  of  it.'  She 
after  came  herfelf  and  demanded  Entrance  into  the  Caftie, 
and  was  ftili  denied,  by  which  (he  was  forced  to  feek 
Lodgings  elfewhere.  At  her  Return  to  the  King  (he 
complained  to  him  of  the  Affront  oflFered  to  her;  which 
Bioved  him  to  a  great  Degree,  infomuch  that  he  raifed 
Forces  immediately,  went  down  toZ.^<://jCa{lle,  befieged 
and  took  it,  and  hang'd  up  the  Deputy-Governor  of  it, 
with  many  of  the  Garrifon,  upon  the  Spot. 

This  Digreffion  is  thought  ncceflary,  to  give  our 
Readers  a  View  of  the  Rife  of  the  inteftine  Troubles 

which 

•  This  is  the  only  Parliament  which  ^ytty  has  given  the  Proceedings  of 
in  this  King*!  Reign.  Here  are  a  great  many  Petitions  on  private  Afhirs* 
and  the  Petitioners  were  obliged  to  deliver  them  to  Commiffioners  ap- 
pointed for  that  Porpofe.     Ryley*%  Placita  Pariiamentaria,  p.  386,  &c. 

P  He  had  been  a  long  Time  Steward  of  the  King's  HoufhoH,  and,  for 
hit  Serrkes,  the  King  gave  him  thii  Caftle  in  Fee ;  and  he  had  been  ftnt 
by  the  King  to  the  Barons,  to  defire  they  would  deftfl  from  their  outran* 
gious  Proceedings  againft  rhe  Defpenfcrt,  whom  he  baicly  deferted  ftad 
joiAcd  with  the  Barons*    Iticm, 
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1t^  Edward  11.  which  followed.  The  Barons,  being  provoked  at  Aii 
Step  of  the  King's,  rcfohrcd  to  revenge  it,  which  the 
King  was  as  ready  to  vindicate :  And  then  followed  the 
Civil  Wars  between  them,  which  all  our  Hiftorians  have 
£ifficiently  defcribed,  and  are  foreign  to  our  Purpofe, 
The  Earl  of  Lancajier  was  taken  Prifoner  at  the  Battle 
of  Boroughbridge^  brought  before  the  King  and  feveral 
of  the  Nobility  at  his  own  Caftle  of  Pontfnte ;  when 
Articles  of  High  Treafon,  for  divers  heinous  Crimes, 
were  exhibited  againft  him  ^,  and  he  adjudged,  by  thofe 
Peers,  to  die  the  Death  of  a  Traitor.  The  King,  by 
feafon  of  Proximity  in  Blood,  remitted  the  drawing  and 
hanging,  and  he  was  beheaded  on  a  Hill  near  Pontfrete^ 
^  ^  .  March  25,  1322  '.  With  this  Earl  fell  many  of  the 
C  ^"9  J  Confederate  Barons,  taken  at  the  fame  Time,  who  were 
executed  in  feveral  Parts  of  the  Kingdom ;  amongft 
whom  was  Bartholomtw  di  Badlefmon^  the  Author  of  all 
this  Mifchief. 

AnnoRegni  15.     The  King  being  at  Derby ^  juft  before  the  Defeat  of 

'3*»«        the  Barons'  Army,  iflued  his  Summons  for  a  Parliament, 

At  YwK      dated  from  the  fame  Place,  March  14,  in  the  15th  Year 

of  his  Reign,  to  be  holden  at  York ',    They  met  in  that 

City,  according  to  Summons,  three  Weeks  after  Ea/ier\ 

when,  upon  the  Petitions  of  the  Defpenfers^  Father  and 

Son, 

S  See  the  Articles  at  Length  in  Tjrrtl,  p.  289,  5ff.  Fmd.  jimg, 
Tom.  Hi.  p.  936. 

r  They  caufed  him  firft  to  turn  his  Face  towards  Scotland,  for  tbe  greater 
Odium,  whilft  a  Villain  of  Londin  cut  off  his  Head.  Leiard,  Itin. 
Ed,  Hearne, 

His  Attainder  was  revoked  in  Parliament  in  the  fucceeding  Reign,  on 
the  Petition  of  Henry  Eail  oi  Lancafttr,  his  Brother  and  Heir.  The  Hill 
on  theNorth-Eaft  Side  of  the  old  Town  ofPontfreuh  called  St,  Tbomat't 
Hill  at  this  Day.  His  Body  w^s  buried  in  the  Priory  Church  there,  which 
is  now  the  old  decayed  Pariih-Church,  on  the  Right  Hand  of  tbe  High  Al- 
tar, and  many  Miracles  were  reported  to  be  done  at  bis  Tomb.  Dr.  Brady 
has  printed  an  old  Legend  of  them.  Mr.  Tyrrtl  beHows  a  whole  Page  on 
the  Truth  of  thefe  Miracles,  and  concludes  thus,  *  I  have  no  more  to  fay 

*  concerning  the  intended  Sainting  of  this  great  Nobleman,  but  that  the 

*  People  of  England,  when  excited  by  the  Monks,  have  been  very  prone  to 

*  count  thofe  tor  Saints  whom  they  fuppofcd  laid  dtfvn  their  Lives  in  tht 
g  Defence  of  tbe  Liberties  oftbf  Church  and  Nation ;  as  appears  by  the  Hymns 
^  and  Prayers  that  were  addrcifed  to  Stmon  Montjort,  Earl  oi  Lejceftcr,  men- 
^  tioned  m  the  Reign  of  Henry  III.* 

•  The  King's  Writ  to  the  Earl  of  ArundeU,  Chief  Juftice  of  H'^alts^ 
commanding  him  to  fend  24  Members  from  South-^Valeiy  and  as  maoy 
from  North'V/aUi,  to  this  Parliamwit  at  Yorii,  is  in  Kyley^  Vtac^  Fa*  A 
^j>.  p.  JJO. 
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Son,  to  the  King,  the  Procefr  and  Judgment  againft  K.£^Bwr<lU 

them,  for  their  Difheritance  and  Exile,  were  brought 

into  Parliament ;  and,  upon  dewing  divers  Errors  in 

them  S   were  revoked  and   made  null.     All   which 

Procefs  and  the  Statute  made  thereupon,  being  ftill  on 

the  Rolls  in  the  Tower,  are  tranflated  at  large  by 

Dr.  Brady^  *  Becaufe,  fays  he,  they  contain  fome  of  the 

^  Htftory  and  much  of  the  Pradice  and  Manner  of  Great 

^  Men's  living  in  thofe  Days/     As  we  have  given  the 

Articles  exhibited  aeainft  the  Defptnfers^  it  would  be 

inconiiftent  with  the  Impartiality  we  profefs,  to  omit  the 

Statute  for  revoking  their  Sentence  of  Banifhment;  fince 

it  may  juftly  ftand  as  a  Summary  of  the  Defence  they 

were  not  allowed  to  make  at  the  Time  of  their  Accu* 

fiition. 

This  Statute  of  Revocation  firft  relates  to  Hugh  the 
Son,  and  begins  with  the  Recital  of  the  Sentence  or 
Award  made  at  a  Parliament,  held  three  Weeks  after 
Midfummer  laft  paft,  againft  the  faid  Difpenfers^  Father 
and  Son ;  as  alfo  a  Petition  which  the  Son  had  fome 
Time  before  given  to  the  King,  {hewing,  *  That  while  xhe  Petition  «f 

*  he  was  in  his  Service,  as  his  Chamberlain,  the  Lords  the  two  Or/jtw- 
^  Mortimers  J  Uncle  and  Nephew,  with  divers  Barons/fTJ  ^^'"^ '^^ 

*  there  named,  made  a  Confederacy  by  Oath  and  Wri**  **     **' 

*  ting,  to  purfue  and  deftroy  him :  By  virtue  of  which 

*  they,  with  their  Retinues,  coniifting  of  8oo  Men  at     L  '7^  J 

*  Anns,  500  Hoblers,  or  Light  Horfe,  and  10,000  Foot, 

*  came  to  Newport^  in  Wales^  and  from  thence  marched 
'  forwards  to  take  his  Towns  and  Caftles ;  and  entering 
^  upon  his  Lands,  they  killed  Part  of  his  Tenants,  or 

*  People,  fome  of  which  were  Knights,  therein  named, 

*  bcfides  others  of  the  fame  Degree,  who  were  made 
^  Prifoners  ;  and  they  took  and  carried  away  his  Goods 

*  and   Chattels.     Then  it  proceeds  to  recount  evcrjr 

*  Thing  in  particular;  as  how  much  Provifions  of  all 

*  Sorts,  what  Horfes,  Armour,  and  other  Th'mgs,  were 

*  loft ;  as  alfo  how  many  Oxen,  Cows,  and  Sheep,  to 

*  a  vaft  Quantity,  they  then  plundered  and  carried  away^ 

*  together  with  the  Lofs  of  his  Charters,  Writings,  and 

*  ready  Money  j  as  alfo  the  burning  his  Granges,  de^ 

*  ftroying 

t  One  Reafon  affigned  for  the  reverfing  them  was,  that  none  of  the 
fiiOiopt  afTented  Co  the  Award  of  fianiihment ;  but  entered  into  a  Protefta* 
tion  againd  it.  Co/Z/Vr's  EcchJ,  Wfi*  p*  526.  f  iQm  cUuf.  1 5  Edwm  l\^ 
m«  li^  dorlbf 
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XfMMf/U*  ^ftrcqring  his  Crop  upon  the  Ground,  feizing  of  his 
^  Rents  and  Debts,  and  difparking  his  Parks;  alt  which 
^  Damages,  as  appeared  by  cafting  up  the  Particulars 

•  therein  mentioned^  amounted  to  the  Sum  of  near 

•  ao,ooo/. 

Then  it  further  recites,  <  That  they,  the  (aid  Earls 

<  and  Barons,  with  all  their  Force  and  Power,  came  to 

•  the  Parliament  at  Weftminjler ;  and  there,  upon  falfe 

•  Accufations,  without  calling  the  fatd  Hugh  to  anfwer^ 
^  againft  all  Manner  of  Right  and  Reafon,  and  agatnft 

•  the  Law  of  the  Land,  eri^oneoufly  awarded  him  to  be 

•  difinherited,  and  exiled  England:  Wherefore  he  prays 

<  the  King,  as  he  is  bound  by  Right  of  his  Crown,  and 

<  by  the  Oath  he  made  at  his  Coronation  to  maintaia 

<  all  People  in  their  Rights,  that  he  would  pleafe  to 

<  caufe  to  be  brought  before  him  the  Procc6  of  the 

•  Award  made  agatnft  him,  that  it  may  be  examined  ; 

•  and  that  the  faid  Hugh  may  be  admitted  to  (hew  the 

<  Errors  in  it,  and  if  there  (hall  be  any  found,  he  would 
^  pleafe  to  repeal  and  redrefs  them ;  with  a  Proteftadon 

•  that  he  will  be  hereafter  ready  to  anfwer  any  Com- 

•  plaint  according  to  Reafon/ 

Next  it  proceeds  to  fhew  the  Errors  of  the  &id  Pro* 
cefs,  as, 

1.  <  That  the  Great  Men  who  purfued  and  deftroyM 

•  him,  prayed  Pardon  of  the  King  for  all  thofe  Things 

•  which  might  be  judgbd  Felonies  or  Trefpaffes  in  that 
£  171  ]     *  Purfuit,  which  they  made  by  their  own  Authority;  by 

•  which  they  wrongfully  made  themfelves  Judges  of  bim^ 

•  where  they  could  not,  nor  ought  to  be  Judges. 

IL  *  That  the  faid  Hugh  was  not  called  into  Coarf, 

•  to  anfwer  when  the  Award  was  made ;  alfo,  that  the 

•  Sentence  was  given  without  the  Aflcnt  of  the  Prelates, 

•  who  were  Peers  in  Parliament. 

IIL  *  That  there  was  no  Record  of  their  Purfuit,   or 
^  the  Caufes  contained  in  the  Award  ;  alfo,  that   the 

•  Award  was  made  againft  the  Form  of  the  Great  Char* 

•  ter  ;  wherein  is  contained,  That  no  Man  Jhall  be  fore^" 
^judged,  nor  in  othir  Manner  deftroyed^  unUfs  by  yudg^ 

•  ment  of  his  Petrs^  or  by  the  Law  of  the  Land. 

Then  he  requefts  the  King  to  take  Notice,  *  That 

•  the  Great  Men  were  fummoned  to  come  duly  to  the 

•Par- 
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^Pariiament,  jrecdid  not;  but  came  with  Horle  4indlC.JMaMfiJl« 

<  Ano^,  and  all  their  Force  :  After  which  he  the  faid 

*  Htigi  came  in,  and  furrendered  himielf  Prifoner  to  the 

<  King,  praying  to  be  received  into  his  Protedion,  to 

*  profecute  his  Complaint,  and  that  Right  might  be  done 

<  him  in  thefe  Matters :  That  the  King  received  him  at 

<  he  ought  to  do ;  and  caufed  his  Petition  to  be  carried 

<  to  the  Archbiihop  of  Canter tury^  the  Biihops,  and 

<  other  Prelates  and  Clergy  in  the  Province  of  Cantirkurf^ 
'  then  being  in  a  Provincial  Council  at  Ltrndon^  charging 

<  them  b^  the  Faith  they  owed  to  him,  to  advife  about 
^  the  Petition,  and  let  htm  know  their  Thoughts  con- 

<  ceming  it.   And  when  they  had  well  advifed  thereup- 

*  on«  they  anfwered.  That  it  feemed  to  them,  that  the 

<  Procefs  and  Award  of  the  Exile  and  Diiinberitance  of 

*  Hmgh  the  Son  and  Father,  were  erroneous  and  wrong-* 

<  fully  made ;  wherefore  they  agreed,  and  unanimouA/ 

*  aflented,  as  Peers  of  the  Land,  and  prayed  as  Peers 

<  Spiritual,  that  the  Award  which  was  made  wickedly 
^  and  wrongfully  aeainft  God  and  all  Nfanaer  of  Right, 

*  might  be  by  the  Kling  repealed  and  annulled  for  ever. 

<  And  they  faid  further.  That  they,  nor  any  of  theoH 

<  ever  aflented  to  the  faid  Award  :  But  that  every  one 

*  of  them,  at  the  Time  when  the  Award  was  made,  did 

<  make  Proteftation  in  Writing,  that  they  could  not, 

*  nor  would,  aflent  to  it  for  feveral  Reafons.     And  the 

*  Earl  of  Kenty  the  faid  King's  Brother,  the  Earls  of    [  172  } 
^  Richmendy  Pimbroiif  and  Jrundilij  with  the  Prelates, 

<  being  before  the  Kii^,  faid  the  Award  was  wrongfuf, 
'  and  againflLaw  and  Right;  and  prayed  him,  as  the  Pre- 

*  lates  had  done  before,  to  null  and  make  void  the  Award : 

*  And  the  faid  Earls  affirmcd,That,  for  Fear  of  the  Force, 

*  which  the  Great  Men  fuddenly  brought  to  the  Parlia* 
^  liament,  in  order  to  make  the  Award,  which  was  to 

*  them  unknown  and  unexpeded,  they  gave  their  Afient 

*  to  it,  and  alfo  advifed  the  King  to  (ufFer  it  to  pafs  ; 

*  for  which  Offence  and  Miftake  they  prayed  his  Par- 

*  don/ 

We  have  been  the  more  particular  in  the  Recital  of 
thefe  Proceedings  mention'd  in  this  Statute,  becaufe  they 
do  not  Qnly  ferve  to  confirm  what  our  Hiftorians  have 
related  concerning  thefe  Matters  ;  but  may  alfo  inform 
iucb  as  are  curious  in  the  antient  Proceedings  of  Parlia- 

mcnty 
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K.EJw4rdlU  ment,  as  to  i^hat  was  then  looked  upon  fafficient  to  reii* 
der  any  Proccfs* begun  there  erroneous.  * 

Then  immediately  follows,  in  the  fame  Record,  a  likd 
Petition  deliver'd  in  Parliament  by  Hugh  U  Defpertfer  xht 
Father,  being  to*  the  fame  £fFe£):  with  that  of  his  Son's  i 
fetting  forth,  ^  That  the  fame  Great  Men  before  named, 
^  and  other  Adherents  aiitl  Confederates,  with  Force  and 

*  Arms,  on  the  Day  of  St.  Bamaby^  in  the  fourteenth 
.*  Year  of  the  King,  came  to  his  Manor  of  faftim^  iil 

*  Wiltjhire^  and  twelve  othen  in  that  Shire,  and  in  othet 

*  Counties,  vi%.  Six  in  the  County  of  GUnceJlir^  four  iii 

*  Dorfeijhire^  five  in  Hxmpfiin^  two  in  Btrk/hiriy  fut 

*  in  Oxfordjhire^  three  in  Buckingham/hire^  four  in  Sut" 

*  rey^  one  in  Cambridge/hire y  two  in  Huntingdonjbin^ 

*  five  in  Leicefterjhire^  one  in  Torkjbirfy  one  in  Lincoln^ 
^  Jhirty  five  in  Cht/hire^  and  five  in  H^arwickjhire  y'm  all 

*  Sixty-three  Manors  there  named ;'  [which  ihews  thd 
vaft  Eftates  the  two  Lords  Defpenfers  had  in  tholfe 
Days].  But  as  for  the  Deftrudlon  and  Havock  the 
Barons  made  upon  the  Lands  oi Hugh  the  Father,  they 
were  much  to  the  fame  EfFedt  with  thofe  that  were 
done  to  the  Son,  only  greater ;  as  *  the  driving  away  of 

*  28,000  Sheep,  22,000  Oxen,  Heifers,  and  Cows,  be-*- 
£  173  ]     ^  ^^^^  ^^^  fpoiling  of  two  Crops,  one  in  the  Barn,  and 

<  the  other  upon  the  Ground ;  the  taking  away  above 

*  600  Horfcs  and  Mares,  befides  a  vafl  Quantity  of  Pro- 

<  vifions  of  all  Sorts,  and  Armour  for  200  Men  ;    and 

*  the  Deflru£lion  of  his  Houfes  and  Goods  to  the  Value 
5  of  above  30,000/.  as  alfo  the  taking  away  out  of  the 

*  King's  Caftle  at  Marlborough,  36  Sacks  of  Wool,  a 
'  Chalice  and  Crofs  of  Gold,  divers  rich  Veftments  and 

*  other  Ornaments  belonging  to  the  Chapel ;  befides 
^  other  Goods  and  Furniture,  to  the  Damage  of  5000/; 

*  more.* 

This  may  fuffice  to  give  the  Reader  a  true  Notion  of 
the  great  Power  and  Riches  of  the  EngUJh  Barons  in 
thofc  Days,  as  alfo  of  their  antient  Manner  of  Living, 
and  the  Reafons  why  they  weie  then  able  to  keep  fuch 

frcat  Hofpitality,  fince  they  mandg'd  their  Eftates  or 
)emefaes  by  the  Stewards  or  Bailiffs  of  their  Manors^ 
who  fold  or  fpent  the  Live- Stock  and  Hufbandry  upon 
theni,  as  wa^moft  for  their  Lords  Advantage ;  there  be- 
ing then  few  or  no  Farmers  or  Hufbandmen  able  to  take 
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Leafes  of  Lands  for  Years,  much  lefs  at  a  Rack-Rent^  KJEdwsrdU^ 
paying  a  yearly  Sum  of  Money  for  them,  as  is  pra'dtifed 
at  this  Day. 

Then,  excepting  the  DiiFerence  of  the  Lofies  fit 
forth  in  the  Father's  Petition,  being  of  much  greater 
Value  than  thofe  of  the  Son's,  the  Concluilon  of  it  i$ 
alike  Word  for  Word  ;  and  iht  fame  Errors  are  af&gn'd 
as  in  the  former  Procefs  or  Award,  with  a  like  Recital 
d  Hugh  the  Father's  rendering  himfelf  Prifoner  to  the 
King,,  and  being  alfo  received  into  his  Protedion. 

I^xt  follows  the  King's  Judgment  in  this  Form, 
•We  afterwards,  at  our  Parliament  held  at  Tork  three  The  Procefs  *iii4 
<  Weeks  after  Eajier^  in  the  fifteenth  Year  of  our  Reign,  Award  again/i 
«  caufed  to  come  before  us  the  Procefs  of  the  Award ;  as  ^^^J*"^"*  ^^ 

•  alfo  the  Petition  of  the  faid  Hugh  the  Son,  and  Hugb^Lha^^ 

•  the  Father,  in  thefe  Words ;  To  the  Honour  of  God, 

•  and  Holy  Church,  ^c.    At  which  Parliament  at  Tork^ 

•  the  faid  Hugh  the  Son,  and  Hugh  the  Father  being 

•  brought  before  us  in  Court,  profecuted  their  Com- 

•  plaints,   and  prayed  us  to  do  them  Right ;   when  the 

•  faid  Hugh  the  Son,  for  himfelf,  alledged  the  Errors  in      [  174  J 

•  the  Procefs,  as  aforefaid  j  and  alfo  Hugh  the  Father 

•  alledged  the  fame  Errors,  and  prayed  feverally  and 
•jointly,  that  as  the  Award  was  made  erroneoufly  and 

•  wrongfully,  againft  the  Laws  and  Ufages  of  the  Realm, 

•  and  againft  Common  Right  and  Reafon,  that  we  would 

•  annul  and  defeat  the  faid  Award,  and  that  they,  the 

•  Complainants,  might  be  remitted  and  reconciled  to 

•  our  Faith,  and  to  fuch  Eftate  as  they  had,  and  were 

•  in,  before  the  Awards.     And  hereupon  hearing  the 

•  Reafons  of  the  faid  Hugh  and  Hugh^  we  caufed  the 

•  Procefs  to  be  examined  in  full  Parliament,  in  the  Pre- 
•fence  of  the   Prelates,   Earls,   Barons,   Knights  of 

•  Counties,  and  the  People  that  were  come  by  Reafon 

•  of  the  Parliament ;  and  we  found  the  faid  Award  was 

•  made  without  calling  them  to  anfwer,  and  without  the 

•  AlTent  of  the  Prelates,  who  are  Peers  of  the  Realm  in 
•Parliament,  and  againft  the  Great  Charter  of  the 
•Franchifes  in  England-,  which  fays.  No  Freeman  Jhall 

•  he  hanljhedy  or  othvrwife  dejlroyed^  but  by  lawful  Judg^ 
'  ment  of  his  Peers ^  or  the  Law  of  the  Land ;  and  for 

•  that  they  were  not  called  in  Court,  to  make  Anfwer, 

•  ^c,  for  thefe  Errors,  and  for  that  the  Caufes  of  the 
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(aid  Award  were  not  duly  proved  :  As  alfo  having  Re- 
gard to  this,  that  we  caufed  the  Parliament  at  fVeJI^ 
minjler  to  be  fummoned  in  due  Manner,  and  com- 
manded  by  our  Writs  the  (aid  Great  Men,  who  made 
the  faid  Award,  not  to  make  Aflemblies  and  Alliances, 
or  come  with  armed  Men,  yet  they  came  with  all  their 
Force  to  that  Parliament,  notwithftanding  our  Com- 
mand ;  and  when  they  came  to  London  in  that  Manner, 
they  held  their  Councils  and  Aflfemblies  without  coming 
to  us  at  fVeJiminJler  according  to  Summons  j  and  when 
we  (ent  to  them  to  come  to  the  Parliament  at  Weflmin^ 
JleVy  as  they  ought,  they  would  not  come,  nor  let  us 
know  their  Mind,  nor  theCaufe  of  the  Award,  tho'  we 
had  begun  and  held  the  Parliament  for  fifteen  Days  and 
more,  and  caufed  to  come  before  us  the  Prelates,  and 
fome  Earls  ^nd  Barons,  Knights  of  Counties,  and  others, 
who  came  for  the  Commons  of  the  Realm ;  and  caufed 
it  to  be  publilhed,  that  thofe  that  had  Petitions  to  pro- 
mote, fhould  deliver  them  :  And,  after  Proclamation 
thus  made,  no  Petition  was  delivered,  or  Complaint 
made  againft  the  faid  Hu^h  and  Hugh^  untill  they, 
the  Barons,  came  as  aforefaid  j  and  the  Contrivance  of 
the  faid  Award  they  wholly  conceaPd  and  kept  from 
us,  unto  the  very  Hour  they  came  to  Wejiminfler^  with 
Force  and  Arms,  and  made  their  Award  againft  Rea- 
fon,  as  a  Thing  treated  and  agreed  on  amongft  them- 
felves,  by  their  own  Authority,  in  our  Abfence  ;  en- 
croaching upon  the  Regal  Power,  Jurifdiftion  and 
Connufance,  and  Judgment  of  thofe  Things  which  be- 
long to  our  Royal  Dignity  :  Wherefore  we  could  not 
at  that  Time  flop  the  faid  Award,  nor  do  Right  to  the 
faid  Hugh  and  Hugh,  as  it  belonged  to  us.  And  further 
taking  Notice,  th^t  thofe  Great  Men,  after  the  Award 
made,  prayed  our  Pardon  and  Releafe  for  confedera- 
ting themfelves  by  Oath,  Writing,  or  in  other  Manner, 
without  our  Leave  j  in  purfuing  the  Defpenfersy  and 
marching  with  our  Banners,  artd  their  own  Enfigns 
difplay'd ;  and  taking  and  pofleffing  Caftlcs,  Towns, 
Manors,  Lands,  Tenements,  Goods,  and  Chattels ; 
and  alfo  taking  and  imprifoning  People  of  our  Alle- 
giance, and  others  ;  fome  they  wounded,  and  fonoe 
they  killed,  and  many  other  Things  they  did  in  order 
to  deftroy  the  faid  Hugh  and  Hughy  in  England^  IVaUsy 
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» and  other  where ;  of  which  feme  might  be  csiltd  Trcf-  K.  Edwsrda. 
*paffcs,  and  others  Felonies.     Alfo  it  appeared,  that 

*  thoTe  Great  Men  were  Enemies  to,  and  hated  them  at 

*  the  Time  of  the  Award,  and  before ;  wherefore  they 

*  ought  not  to  be  theirjudges,  in  their  own  Profecution 

*  of  them,  nor  have  Record  upon  the  Caufes  of  the  faid 

*  Award.  And  we  are  bound  bv  Oath  made  at  our 
^  Coronation,  and  obliged  to  do  Right  to  al]  our  Sub* 
*}e&Sy  and  to  ledrefs  and  caufe  to  be  amended  all 
^  Wrongs  done  to  them,  when  we  are  required,  ac- 

*  cording  to  the  Great  Charter,  by  which  tve  are  mtu 
*feil  9r  delay  Right  and  Ju/Ha  to  any  one  :  And,  at  the 

*  prcffing  Advice  and  Reqiieft  of  the  Prelates,  given  us 

*  for  the  Safety  of  our  Soul,  and  to  avoid  Danger,  and 

*  to  take  awajr  an  evil  Example  for  the  Time  to  come^ 

*  of  fuch  Undertakings  and  Judgments  in  the  like  Cafe, 
'againft  Reafon:  Wherefore  we  feeing  and  knowing     r  175  1 

*  tfij  Olid  Procefs  and  Award,  made  in  the  Manner     ••    '     * 

*  aforefaid,  to  be  as  well  to  the  Prejudice  of  us,  the 
'  BlemHh  of  our  Crown  and  Royal  Dignity,  againft  us 

*  and  our  Heirs,  as  agajnft  the  iatd  Hugh  and  fntghy  and 

*  for  other  reafonablc  Caufes ;  we,  by  our  Royal  rower, 

*  in  a  full  Parliament  at  York,  by  the  Advice  and  AJfent 
^  of  the  Prelates^  Earls ^  and  Barons^  Knights  of  Count  iesy 
^  and  Commons  of  the  Rea/m^  and  others,  being  at  our 
^  Parliament  at  Tori,  do  wholly  annul  and  defeat  the  faid 
^  Award  of  the  Exile  and  Diiheritance  of  the  faid  Hugh 
'  and  Hugh,  and  all  Things  in  the  Award;  and  do  fully 

*  remit  and  reconcile  the  faid  Hugh  the  Son,  and  Hugh 

*  the  Father,  to  our  Faith  and  Peace,  and  to  the  Eftate  * 

*  they  had  and  were  in,  before  the  making  that  Award 

*  in  ail  Points.  And  we  adjudge,  that  they  have  again 
•^Seifm   of  their  Lands  and  Tenements,  Goods  and 

*  Chattels,  Wr.    And  we    will    and    command,   that 

*  wherever  the  faid  Award  is  inrolled  in  any  of  our 

*  Courts,  it  be  cancelled  and  annull'd  for  ever.' 

Accordingly  the  Roll  was  cancelled,  and  remains  fo  And  the  RoU 
at  this  Day»  with  this  Memorandum  written  under  thej^^Y^^  coatcN 
faid  Award  :  *  Thefe  Things  above-written  are  nulled 

*  and  cancelled  by  the  Force  of  the  Award  and  Decree 

*  made  in  the  Parliament  at  Tork,  held  three  Weeks 

*  after  Eajltr,  in  the  1 5th  Year  of  the  Reign  of  our  Lord  • 
■  King  Edward^ 

Vol.  L  N  In 
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K.  EdwsriU.  In  this  Parliament  alfo,  at  York^  the  Prelates,  Earls, 
Barons,  and  the  Commons  of  the  Realm,  there  aflem- 
bled  by  the  King's  Command,  caufed  to  be  rehcarfed 
and  examined  the  Ordinances,  dated  the  5th  of  O£tobery 
5  Edward  IL  and  for  that,  by  Examination  thereof,  it 
was  found  in  the  faid  Parliament,  ^  That  by  the  Things 
^  which  were  formerly  ordained,  the  King's  Power  was 
^  reftrained  in  many  Things  contrary  to  what  was  duo 
^  to  his  Seigniory-Royal,  and  contrary  to  the  State  of  the 
*.  Crown;  and  alfo,/i?r  that  in  Times  pajiy  by  fucb  Ordi* 

*  nances  and  Provijions  made  by  SubjeSfs  over  the  Power" 

*  Royal  of  the  Anceftors  of  our  Lord  the  King^  Troubles 

*  and  Wars  came  upon  the  Realm^  by  which  the  Land  or 
(  177  ]     *  Nation  was  in  Danger -^  it  was  accorded  and  eftablifli'd 

^  in  the  faid  Parliament  by  our  Lord  the  King,  the  Pre- 

^  lates,  £arls.  Barons,  and  all  the  Commonalty  of  the 

.    <  Realm  at  that  Parliament  afTembled,  That  all  tbofe 

*  Things  ordained  by  the  former  Ordainers,  and  con- 
^  tained  in  thofe  Ordinances,  from  thence  forth,  for  the 
^  Time  to  come,  fhould  ceafe  and  lofe  their  Force  and 

*  TLfkO.  for  ever;  and  that,  from  thence  forward,  in  no 
^  Time,  no  Manner  of  Ordinances  or  Provifions  made 

The  Orainahces^  by  the  Subje<&  of  our  Lord  the  King,  or  his  Heirs,  by 
declared  ^^^<  any  Power  or  Commiflion  whatever,  over  or  upon  the 
PrerogttiveRoy-'  Power- Royal  of  our  Lord  the  King,  or  his  Heirs,  or 
«1.  ^  againft  the  State  of  the  Crown,  fhall  be  of  any  Value 

'  or  Force ;  but  all  Things  that  (ball  be  eftabliihed  for 

*  the  Eflate  of  the  King  and  his  Heirs,  and  for  the  State 

*  of  the  Realm  and  People,  may  be  treated,  accorded^ 

*  and  eftabliibed  in  Parliament  by  the  King,  with  and 

*  by  the  Aflent  of  the  Prelates,  Earls,  Barons,  and  Com- 
^  monalty  of  the  Realm,  as  hath  been  accuftomed/ 

At  this  Parliament  all  fuch  as  had  taken  Part  with  the 
Earls  of  Lancajier  and  Hereford  were  diiherited  of  alL 
their  Lands  and  Poileffions,  except  the  Lord  Hugh  Aud^ 
leyy  the  younger,  and  fome  few  more.  The  faid  Lord  was 
pardoned,  becaufe  he  had  married  the  King's  Niece, 
Sifter  to  Gilbert  Earl  of  GUuceJler^  flain  at  the  Battle  <rf 
Bannockbumy  in  Scotland.  Mere  alfo  the  King's  eldeft 
Son  was  created  Prince  of  If^ales  and  Duke  ofAquitaini 
Hugh  Defpenfer^  the  elder.  Earl  of  IVincheJler  \  and  An-- 
drew  de  Harkeley^  who  commanded  Part  of  the  King's 
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l^orces  at  the  late  Battle  of  Berwghhriigf^  Earl  of  Gar^  K,  E^mtrilU 
lijle. 

To  crown  all,  and  farther  to  (hew  their  Loyalty  to 
their  Sovereign  Prince,  this  Parliament  granted  him  one 
Foot-Soldier  out  of  tvtty  Village  in  the  Kingdom,  and 
jnore  out  of  Towns  and  Cities  in  Proportion,  to  be 
armed  and  maintained  for  forty  Days,  at  the  Expence 
of  the  Inhabitants.  The  Barons,  Knights,  and  Free- 
holders of  each  Coimty  gave  a  Tenth,  as  the  Cities^ 
Boroughs,  and  Towns,  of  autient  Demefne,  did  a  Sixth, 
of  their  Moveables.  The  Clergy  alio,  not  to  be  be- 
hind-hand with  the  Laity,  not  only  oflFered  to  raife  the 
King  the  two  Years  Tenths  (which  had  been  laid  upon 
them  by  the  Pope,  and  they  had  fcrupted  to  pay)  in  one 
Year,  but  alfo  granted  him  an  Aid  of  Five-Pence  in 
every  Mark  for  the  Province  of  Canterbury,^  as  thofe  of 
Tork  did  Four-Pence.  FinaUy,  the  King,  to  ihew  he 
was  not  infenfible  of  thefe  liberal  Grants  and  Donations, 
ordered  that  the  Ordinances,  which  had  been  voted  void, 
ihould  be  again  examined  by  Men  of  Judgment,  and 
fuch  as  they  thought  neceifary  to  be  eftablilhcd,  he 
commanded  to  be  called  Statutes  ^. 

With  all  thefe  Grants  of  Men  and  Money,  defignecl 
jfor  the  entire  Conqueft  of  Scotland^  this  ill-fated  Prince 
did  nothing  \  for  though  a  gallant  Army  was  raifed,  and 
met,  by  Appointment,  ztNewcqfth^  yet,  when  he  en- 
tered Scotland  with  them,  he  found  no  Enemy  to  oppofe 
JHm.  The  Scots  were  all  retired  to  their  Strong-holds  ; 
and  the  King,  diftreffcd  for  Want  of  ProvifionS)  which 
had  been  neglected,  was  obliged  to  return  back  to  Eng' 
land  R4  infe^ia.  Neither  was  this  all  the  Evil  he  fu- 
Hained  -y  for  the  Scots^  watching  his  Retreat  with  a  Party 
of  Light  Horfe,  had  very  near  taken  him  at  Dinner,  in 
a  Monaftery  called  Byland-Abbey^  about  fixteen  Miles 
North  of  York ;  the  Earl  oi  Richmond^  who  was  with 
the  King,  being  made  Prifoner,  himfelf  narrowly  efca- 
ping  to  the  City.    But  the  other  Tranfa(Sions,  relative 

N  2  to 

n  Pat.  15  Edward  lU  p.  2,  in.  15  etm,  5.  d.  Knygton'y  Af.  Wefi. 
Cent. 

Some  Account  of  this  Parliiment  at  Tork  is  entered  on  the  Rollt  of 
Parliament ;  but  it  contains  no  tnore  than  a  bare  Reciul  of  th^ir  Meeting, 
and  a  Confirmation  of  Charters,  &c,  made  in  his  Father^s  Time. 

There  is  a  Statute  extant,  faid  to  be  made"  at  Cariijle,,  15  Edward  II. 
Wt  We  find  no  other  Account  of  it. 
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Kr  EJkMri  II.  to  diis  imfbitiituite  £3^dkk>n,  we  leave  to  larger  Hifto« 
rians  to  difcufs^  and  return  to  our  Parliamentary  Chro* 
iMcle. 

[  178  ]  About  thw  Time  the  King  of  France  had  fummoned 
Kis  Brodier  of  Englandy  hj  two  AmbaflTadors,  to  come 
over  to  him  and  do  Homage  for  the  Territories  which 
the  latter  held  in  that  Kingdom.  Hts  two  Miniilen, 
Ae  Defpenfers^  difliiaded  Edward  from  going  in  Perfon; 
«nd,  after  the  Time  prefixed  was  elapfed,  the  Fntuh 
King  feised  upon  all  Guienm  and  Gafcoigny^  as  forfeited 
to  him  by  Edward's  Non- Appearance. 
Aaiio  Kegai  x6«  But>  before  that  could  happen,  the  King  thought  pro- 
^SH'  per  to  take  the  Senfe  of  his  Parliament  about  this  Em- 
At  Undtth  ^^^ '  ^"^  ^^^  ^^  accordingly  fummoned  to  meet  at 
London  f  the  Beginning  of  Lent  j  in  the  Year  1 324.  They 
Vfete  called  together  to  treat  of  divers  public  Affairs, 
but  particularly  what  Anfwcr  was  to  be  given  to  the 
£mbafly  concerning  the  King's  going  over  to  do  Ho- 
mage. The  Lords  and  others  were  unanimous  in  their 
Opinions,  *  That  the  King  fhould  not  go  in  Perfon, 

*  but  Ihould  fend  certain  Ambafladors  on  purpofe  to  ex- 
^  cufe  his  coming  over  at  all,  or  at  leaft  to  delay  it  for 

*  a  Time.'    Accordingly  two  Perfons  of  great  Diftinc- 
.  tion,  the  Earl  of  Kentj  Brother  to  the  King,  and  thf 

Archbiihop  of  Dublin^  were  then  nominated  for  Aat 
Employ. 

At  this  Parliament,  alfo,  the  King  demanded  a  pecu- 
niary Aid  from  the  Clergy  and  Laity,  to  difcharge  the 
Hanfom  of  John  Earl  of  Richmond,  who  had  been  taken 
Prifoner  by  the  Scots,  at  the  Battle  of  Byland,  in  Tori- 
/hire.  But  this  Propo&l  was  refufed  by  the  Barons,  for 
this  Reafon,  *  That  no  fuch  Tax  ought  to  be  raifcd, 

*  but  oif\y  for  the  Ranfom  of  the  King,  Queen,  and 

*  their  eldeft  Son,  if  they  fliould  happen  at  any  Time 

*  to  be  taken  Prifoncrs.*    And  fo  that  Demand  fell. 

In  this  Parliament  Adam  de  Orleton,  Bifliop  of  Hire* 
fordy  was  arretted  of  High  Trcafon ;  to  the  great  Scandal 
L  *79  J  and  Prejudice  of  the  Clergy,  fays  the  Canon  of  Leicejler, 
Adsm  deOrUm,%t\Avfz&  examined  before  the  iwing  and  Lords,  on  divers 
BiAop  of  H^r<- Articles.  It  was  laid  to  his  Charge,  «  That  he  had 
withHigJiTica-*  «"tcrtaincd  certain  of  the  King's  Enemies,  had  ap- 
fM.  ^  peared  in  the  Field  with  them^  had  furnifh'd  them  with 

*  Arms» 
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*  Arms,  and  bad  given  thtm  big  Affiftaoce,  Favoiiri  apJK>ft<iWa» 

*  Advice  '.'  The  Bifliop,  bciag  a  fltreml  and  ieain^d 
Man  ^y  faid  little  at  fifft  to  this  AccufiuioA)  but»  being 
further  urged,  he  anfwered,  ^  My  Lord  the  King,  fa- 

*  ving  all  due  Reverence  to  your  Majefiy,  I  being  an 

*  bumble  Minifter  of  God'e  Chfirch,  and  a  coniecrated 
'  Bifhop,  tho'  unworthy,  ougbf  not  to  anfwer  fuch  bi^ 

*  Matters,  witbout  the  Licence  and  Authority  of  mj 

<  Lord  the  Archbiihop  of  C^ntirbury^  who,  next  to 

*  ^  Pope,  is  my  proper  Judge ;  aa  alio  wi&  the  Coa« 

<  fent  of  the  reft  of  my  FeUow-Biibops/  The  Arcb* 
biflkop  of  Canterbury  with  his  Suffragans,  ii£i^  up,  im* 
plored  the  King's  Merey  for  him^  and  he  was  delivered 
to  tbe  Cuflody  of  the  Archbiihop  'till  the  King  fliouU 
refolve  when  to  fuinmon  him  again,  to  anfwer  to  what 
might  be  farther  laid  to  his  Charge,  Soon  after  (he 
King  fummoned  him  again  to  anfwer  in  bis  Court  «f 
Jufiice,  [now  tht  King's  iS/»£ir]. which  th^  Arcbbifliops, 
(^r.  hearing  of,  they  came  in  great  Form,  with  their 
QtofSa,  and  took  him  away  from  the  Bar,  threatefung 
to  excommunicate  all  that  withftood  them.  Upon 
which  Edvmrd  caufed  a  Bill  of  Indictment  *  to  be  prfs- 
ferred  againft  him  to  the  Grand  Jury  of  Herrfordjhire^ 
which  being  found,  the  King  inmiediately  feized  on  all 
bis  Temporal  PoiTeffioos :  And  if  he  had  taken  his  Life 
too,  in  all  Probability  he  would  have  faved  his  own;  for 
to  this  very  Man  was  owing  all  the  Misfortunes  that 
befell  the  King  afterwards,  even  to  his  Murder;  the 
fcandalotts  and  anibiguous  Latin  Sentence  *■  he  fent  to 
bis  Executioners,  being  iaid  to  be  the  Caufe  of  it. 

In  this  Parliament,  alfo,  all  the  Manors  and  PoiTef-  [  180  l 
Sons  of  the  Knights  Templars  were,  by  tbe  common 
Confent  of  both  Clergy  and  Laity,  granted  to  the  Knights 
Hofpitalers  of  St.  J^n  oijeruj'alem  for  ever,  as  appears 
by  ^e  Statute  at  large,  made  for  that  Purpofe,  under 
N  3  tbis 

s  He  had  fupport«d  the  AUrtimn  ia  their  Riling  in  H^alu*    $jned*9 

7  Says  Tjrrel.  But  Sir  Thomas  de  la  Mere,  who  knew  the  Man,  fays 
he  wag  wife,  fabtle,  and  learned  }  but,  otherwife,  wilful,  prefanptuous, 
and  extreme  fadioos ;  and  tiMt  at  firft  ht  di^iaaned  to  nuike  any  Anfwer 
•taU,fifc. 

»  An  Inqoeft  to  be  impanoelled.    Dt  la  Moru 

S  Edvaidum  occidert  wUtt  timfn  hnum  rft. 
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K.  Eiimdlh  this  Title,  Statutum  dt  Titris  Templariorum  *»•  And  this 
is  all  we  can  find  to  be  done  in  this  Parliament,  no  En*' 
try  being  made  on  the  Rolls  about  it. 

fiut  now,  as  if  Fortune  was  never  tired  in  perfecuting 
this  Prince,  flie  drove  to  wound  him  in  a  more  fenfible' 
Part  than  ever  fee  had  done  before,  by  raifing  up  fome 
domeftic  Enemies  againft  him  in  the  Perfons  of  his' 
Queqi  and  Son.  The  Queen  had  found  Means,  under' 
Pretence  of  fettling  fome  Differences,  to  get  the  King's 
Leave  to  go  into  Franity  as  alfo  to  take  her  only  Son 
the  Prince  with  her.  She  ftaid  fo  long  that  the  King 
began  to  be  very  uneafy  at  her  Abfence,  and  wrote  fcve- 
ral  Letters  to  her  to  return,  to  which  fee  always  gave 
evafive  Anfwers.  At  laft,  being  much  folUcited,  fee  faid 
it  was  the  Fear  fee  was  in  from  the  younger  Defpenftr 
that  occafioned  her  Delay.  And  whatever  Letters  and 
Mediators  the  King  made  ufe  of  to  prevail  on  her  to 
come  to  him,  or  to  fend  the  Prince  his  Sort,  they  were 
all  to  no  Purpofe. 

This  Lady  had  formed  a  Scheme  of  a  very  fcandalous 

and  dangerous  Nature,  and  fee  deferred  coming  over 

The  Kbg'8  do- till  fee  could  put  it  in  Execution.     The  difcontentcd 

^^^^^•^  Barons,  who  ftill  hated  the  Defpenfers,  had,  by  Means 

^^^  of  Adam  Bifeop  ofHereford^  gained  her  to  their  Intereft  5 

and  Roger  Mortimer^  her  Favourite,  having  efcaped  out 

of  the  Tower  into  Prance^  fee  had  the  lefs  Occafion  for 

her  Hufeand's  Company.     In  feort,  fee  found  Means 

to  raife  an  Army  of  two  or  three  thoufand  Men,  with 

whom  fee  tranfported  herfelf  and  her  Son,  and  landed 

at  Harwich ;  where  fee  was  immediately  joined  by  the 

Earl  Marefchal,  the  Earl  of  Leicejiery  and  other  Barons 

and  Knights  who  had  been  Rebels  to  the  King ;  and,  to 

give  the  greater  Sanftion  to  her  Caufe,  with  no  lefs 

than  four  Bifeops  and  all  their  Attendance. 

It  is  certain  the  Church  had  a  ereac  Hand  in  this  Re* 

volution;  for  except  one  loyal  Bifeop,  Walter  StapUton^ 

[  181  ]     Bifeop  oi  Exeter y  we  do  not  find  another  of  the  whol^ 

Bench  untainted  with  the  Times,     This  Prelate  was 

murdered 

b  There  it  a  Statute  extant,  calleil  ^Th*  Ststkte  0/  Extrafh,  made  this 
Parliament.  Sec  Statutes  at  /ar£e^  i6  EdwarJ  \U  But  the  7Vwr/>ii»r«' St*-- 
tute  is  put  down  in  the  Year  following. 

There  is  fome  Account  of  a  Parliament  entered  on  the  R^lh,  faid  to  bo 
held  at  JVeftminfltr  on  the  OwUvts  of  St,  Martiw^  jUm  Regtii  195  £^t 
ytry  little  is  (aid  00  it» 
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murdered  by  the  Mob  in  London  ;  for  which  the  City,K»  Edntrdiu 
fearing  Ecclefiaftical  Cenfure,  forced  the  Archbifliops  of 
Canterbury^  Tork^  and  Dublin^  with  the  other  Bimops 
that  came  to  the  next  Parliament,  to  go  to  Guildhall^ 
when  they  all  fwore  to  defend  the  Rights  and  Libertiea 
of  the  City.  In  Preftntia  Comitis  Cantiae>  et  Multitu^ 
dints  imrmnfa^  qui  ad  videndum  Fatuitatem  Epifcoporum^ 
quo  Modo  Mahometo  facrificabant^  confluxerunt^. 

The  King's  Affairs  were  now  in  a  miferable  Way  : 
He  made  fome  Struggles,  'tis  true,  to  withftand  this 
Xempeft,  but  all  too  weak,  and  he  foon  found  himfelf 
overborne  by  it.  The  two  Defpenfers  were  taken  and 
executed,  without  either  Hearing  orTriaH,  and  the  And  he  is  maOt 
King  himfelf  made  a  Prifoner  in  Kenetworth  Caffle.       «  Priibner. 

As  our  Defign  is  intirely  to  purfue  this  Hidory  in  a 
Parliamentary  Way  only,  we  muft  refer  our  Readers  ^ 
again  to  the  more  general  Hiftorians  of  thofe  Times  * 
for  the  Particulars  of  the  Fa6fo  above.  But,  no  fooner 
was  the  Queen  fecure  in  her  new-got  Pofleffion,  when* 
Jbe  thought  fit  to  eftablifh  it  by  aSanflion  of  thatNature. 
A  Writ  was  iffucd  out  for  proroguing  a  Parliament  which 
was  to  meet  on  the  15th  oi  December ,  as  fummoned  by 
the  King,  (Tejie  Rege  Hpud  Lidbury)  but  this  Writ  is 
not  on  Record;  and  it  is  more  likely  that  it  was  a 
trumped-up  Writ  for  Form  Sake,  and  to  ground  their 
Prorogation  upon ;  for  both  Tyrrel  and  Brady  agree  in 
thb,  that  the  unfortunate  King  could  know  nothing  of 
the  fealing  this  Writ,  fincehehad  fent  his  Great  Seal  to 
tbc  Queen  and  Prince  fome  Time  before.  The  Tenor 
of  the  Queen's  Writ  for  that  Parliament  was, '  To  be 
«  holden  by  Ifabel^  Queen  Confort  of  England,  and  Ed" 

*  tvard,  the  King's  eldeft  Son,  Guardian  of  England^ 

*  he  beine  then  out  of  the  Land  $  to  be  holden  by  the 

*  King,  if  pcrfonally  prefent ;  or,  in  his  Abfence,  by  the 

*  iaid  Confort  and  Son,  iffc'    Here  now  is  the  Policy  j 

they  make  the  King  call  a  Parliament,  and  at  the  fame     [  182  ] 
Time  declare  he  was  out  of  the  Kingdom,  which  they 
imagined  might  be  true,  for  he  was  not  then  in  their 
Hands.     The  Writ  of  Prorogation  itfclf,  which  evi- 
dences this  extraordinary  Affair,  Dr.  Brady  has  printed. 

Mr. 

c  martonl  Hifl,  Sacr.  Vol.  I.  p.   367. 

^  The  Son  bad  a  Sort  of  a  Trial  before  Judge  Trujffl,  tho'  he  w»«  not 
sllowed  to  plead,  but  only  to  bear  bis  Accuf^iion,  whicb  wa«  very  long.— 
XsjgLtw,  col,  »547« 
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K.£ifoM^n,  Mr.  Tyrnl  (ajs  it  is  very  uncertain  where  ifhefe  Wrttl 

were  fealed  ;  though  the  Matter  is  not  much,  adds  bf» 

fince  there  is  no  Averoient  againft  the  Record  ^. 

^  n  •  ^  But,  hy  what  Authority  foever  called)  this  Parliament 
Anno  Kegni  lo*  ,  '  rr^.  ' ,  ^^  ,_  _  ^ 

1327.       tnct  at  the  Time  appointed,  vi%.  Jan.  7,  1327,  at  frefi- 

A  w  A--  i?  tninfter.  The  firft  Thing  that  was  movf  d  there  was  bjr 
At  ^^^.^K^-.  ^^^  ^forcfaid  ^itfm  ir  Or/f/tf»,  Bifliop  of  i/#fv/irrf,  who 
The  Parliament  pu^  ^^i^  memorable  Queftion,  IVhetbir  King  £dward 
Tefolvctodcpofc  the  Father^  or  his  Son  luiward,  fiould  reign  over  item? 
l>un*  He  was  feconded  by  feveral  other  Bilbops,  and  it  was 

not  long  before  they  all  agreed  the  Son  fliould  have  the 
•     Government  of  the  Kingdom,  and  be  crowned  King, 

for  the  Reafons  following : 
Their  ReaioAi.       I.  «  That  the  Perfon  of  the  King  Was  not  fufficient  to 

^  govern;  for  in  all  his  Time  he  was  led  and  governed  by 

^  others,  who  gave  him  evil  CounfeU  to  the  Difliondur 
*  '  of  himfelf,  and  De{lru<3ion  of  Holy  Church  and  all  hts 

^  People,  not  confideripg  or  knowingwhether  itwasgood 

*  or  evil ;  nor  would  remedy  thefe  Things,  when  he  wat 
^  requefted  by  the  Great  and  Wife  Men  of  his  Reakii, 

*  or  fuffer  them  to  be  amended. 

IL  *  That  in  all  his  Time  he  would  not  give  btmfelf 

*  to  good  Counfel,  nor  take  it,  nor  to  the  good  Govarn* 
f  183  1     ^  ment  of  his  Kingdom ;  but  always  gave  bimfelf  to 

*  Works  and  Employments  not  convenient,  negle&bg 
^  the  Bufmefs  of  his  Realm. 

III.  *  That,  for  want  of  good  Government,  he  loft 

*  the  Kingdom  of  Scotland^  and  other  Lands  and  Domi*^ 
^  nions  in  Gafcoigny  and  Ireland^  which  his  Father  left 

<  him  in  Peace  and  Amity  with  the  King  of  Franco^  and 

*  many  other  great  Perfons. 

IV.  *  That,  by  his  Pride  and  Cruelty,  he  deftroyed 

<  Holy  Church,  and  the  Perfons  of  Holy  Church,  put* 

*  ting 

e  See  the  Wrk  in  Brady*  jfpftnJix,  N^.  70 ;  and  in  Ryiey*9  Piat* 
Pari,  Afp»  p  582  \  But  tnere  is  no  Mention  of  this  ParliameiiC  on  the 
Rdis. 

There  is  a  Writ  in  the  PMk  A9h  <&reaed  to  the  Conftable  of  Ihwf 
CaAle>  to  take  and  ialt  60  Does  out  of  the  Park  of  the  Manor  of  Brmbmm^ 
In  order  to  be  fcnt  up  to  ff^eflminfter^  *  Receptori  Inftauri  ntfiri  ibidtm  libe* 


randaXi    againft  the  Meeting  of  the  Parliament. — Tefii  Rege  atud  KeneU 
*    •  -■  ~  -    •     ■       "      .IV.  p.  a4« 

>amerejf 
Tuftice  o£  North- ff^aUs,  n^fend  up  24  Members,  tam  Angiicos  ^«tftii  Wal- 


VKHth  deeimo  auarto  Die  Decembrii. Feed,  Ang,  Tom.  Iv.  p.  240. 

Another  Writ  is  extant,  in  the  fame  CoUe^lion,  to  Richard  Dameroji 


Tenfes,  to  the  prefent  Pailiament.  Dated  at  Kenehoortb,  Jan,  ii»  whea 
die  King  was  a  Prifoner  in  that  Caflle  j  which  is  the  laft  AA  of  State  but 
•JM^  dai«d  the  iztbi  which  was  in  this  Kiag^s  N^me,    Idem.  p.  242, 
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<  tbg  iboie  in  Prifon^  and  others  ki  DiftreTs)  tni  df^^UtmiOm 
'put  to  ihameful  Death,  and  imprifoned,  bamfl^ed,  and 

<  diflierited,  naany  Great  and  Noble  M«n  of  the  Land. 

V.  *  That  whereas  he  was  bound,  by  hit  Oaih^  t<>d# 

<  RigHt  to  all,  be  wovld  not  do  it,  thro'  his  own  Lucrt 

<  and  the  Covetouihefs  of  him  and  his  e?il  Counfeliors 
^  which  were  with  him ;    neither  regarded  the  other 

<  Points  of  the  Oath  whicb  be  nadc  at  bis  Coronatiout 

<  as  he  was  obliged. 

VI.  *  That  he  abandoned  bis  Realm,  and  did  as  much 

<  as  he  could  to  deftroy  it  and  his  People  $  and,  what  is 

*  worfe,  by  his  Cruelty  and  the  Default  of  bis  Perfon^ 

<  he  was  found  incorrigible,  without  Hopes  of  Amend* 
^ment. 

<  And  that  all  thefe  Things  were  notorioni  beyond 

*  Contradk^ion.' 

Thefe  Articles  are  faid  to  have  been  didated  by  7^/1 
dt  Stratf9rd^  Biihop  of  fVincbifisr^  Treafurcr  of  Eng* 
land.  They  were  written  by  his  Secretnry,  and  a  Public 
Notary  havii^  put  to  them  his  Probat,  they  were,  by 
common  Confent  of  Parliament,  fent  to  die  King,  thea 
a  Prifoner  at  Kimlwcrth  Caftlc.  The  Coomiittee  chofen  ^  coaunlttoe 
for  that  Purpofe  were  the  aforeiaid  Bifhop,  with  Jdam  tp^inttd  to  g» 
diOrliton,  Bi(bop  of  Hir^fcrd^  and  Htnry  Burwajh^^o the Km^^ 
Biihop  of  Lincoln  \  together  with  two  Earls,  four  Ba-J^^^^  ^i 
rons  s,  and  three  Knights  of  every  County ;  as  alfo  fome  Crown  i 
of  the  Citizens  and  Burgefles  for  Ltmdgn^  the  Cinqm^ 
PortSy  and  other  Cities  and  Towns  in  England.    Thefe 
Commiffioners  had  a  Power  given  them  *  to  refign  their 

*  Homage  and  Fealty  to  the  King,  in  the  Name  of  all     [  1S4  ] 

*  the  reft,  to  give  hitn 'Notice  of  the  Election  of  his  Son^ 

*  and  to  procure,  bis  voluntary  Reflgnation  of  his  Crown; 

*  or,  if  he  refufed,  to  give  up  their  Homages,  and  pro« 

*  cced  as  they  thought  fit/  The  Reafon  of  this  mild 
Proceeding,  fays  IValfmghami  was  becaufe  the  Queen 
felt  a  Qualm  of  Confcience  about  the  Depofition  of  her 
Huiband ;  and  the  young  Prince,  afTe^ed  with  this 
fccming  Concern  of  his  Mother  **,  declared  he  would 
not  accept  the  Title  againft  his  Father's  Will ;  there- 

foro 

t  The  Titles  tnd  Names  were  the  Earls  of  Leteeper  and  Warren,  Roger 

Crey  aod  Hugb  Courtney,  Barons  5  Sir  Geoffrey  Stfroope  and  yphn  de  ban' 

%htmr^  joAices ;  to  whom  were  added  the  Abbioti  oi  Clafienkurj  and  X?<r« 

(b^,    St«w4*%  Chren, 

*  Utfirii  ejfcruit,    Walfinghaou 
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K.  AfiMr/n.  fore  the  King's  abfolute  Refignation  was  thought  necef^ 
fary  for  their  better  Sadsfadion. 

Another  Author  *,  and  Contemporary  with  this  Revo- 
lution, hath  told  us  by  what  Means  this  Refignation  was 
obtained.  He  writes,  that  the  Bifliops  of  Winchejier  ani 
Lincdln  came  before  the  reft  to  the  King  to  fmooth  the 
Way;  and  that  thefe Prelates,  along  with  the  then  Earl 
of  Lancofter^  his  Keeper,  pcrfuaded  his  Majefty  to  refign 
his  Crown  to  his  Son,  *  promifing  him  as  much  Honour 

*  after  his  Refignation  as  before;  and,  on  the  other 
<  Hand,  threatening  him  that,  if  he  would  not,  the 

*  People  would  yield  up  their  Homage  and  Fealty,  paft 

*  by  his  Son's  Right,  and  chufc  a  King  out  of  the  Royal 
£  185  ]     *  Line/     Mr,  Tyrrel   fuppoTes    thefe  Arguments  not 

,  very  probable  to  come  from  the  Earl  oi  Lancajier^  who 
was  himfelf  Heir  to  the  Crown  on  Failure  of  Edward^% 
liTue.  But,  be  that  as  it  will,  they  promifed  him  Safety 
ms  to  his  Perfon,  with  a  large  and  handfome  Allowance 
as  to  the  Support  of  his  Dignity.  All  thefe  Arguments. 
we  may  fuppofe  had  Weight  enough  in  them  to  move 
the  Kingto comply,  and  to  make  his  Refignation  accord^ 
ingly :  The  Manner  and  Form  of  which,  fays  Tyrrel^ 
being  very  grave  and  folemn,  and,  we  may  add,  of  the 
utmoft  Confcquence  to  the  Nation,  fince  it  is  the  firft 
Inftance  in  Engli/h  Hiftory  of  this  Kind,  we  think  pro- 
per to  give  from  the  fore-cited  Author,  along  with  JVat- 
fmgbam^  who  lived  in  the  next  Century,  as  the  beft  Au- 
thorities to  dire<5l  us  ^. 

After 

i  Sir  'p^msi  de  U  More, 

k  The  Manner  of  the  two  BiHiops  addrefling  the  King  on  this  extraor- 
dinary Occafion,  is  very  politely  drawn  up  by  Pere  D^OrUaKs^  in  his  Hiftory 
of  the  Revolutions  of  Engtajid,  in  thefe  Words :  Les  E'vcfquet  dt  Lincolr.e 
et  de  VflncheAze  /trirene  Its  devantt  ptur  rompre  la  Glace*  lis  hfirene  tmic 
aJftTi  d'AdreJfe,  Apret  luy  avir  ittfinue  U  Sttjet  de  ieur  Dtputathn^  ih 
iommencerent  par  VaJJeurtr  quon  luy  conjervtroit  Us  Titres  et  ies  HonncMr^ 
de  la  Royaut^,  Puts  teurnant  la  Cfofe  du  coftde  Dieu,  et  faifant  Its  Pre^ 
dicateurs%  ils  luy  reprefenterent  de  quel  Merite  il  luy  jercit  pour  r autre  Vte^ 
d" avoir  Jacrijie  au  Repos  public  une  Couronne  quefet  AnnetSt  qui  j\ 


infcnfiblementf  VavertiJJoient,  qu^il  f alios t  quitter,  Enfin^nnant  au  Point 
ejjentielt  ils  luy  frent  Valoir  la  Grace  que  luy  falfoit  le  Parlement,  de  coif 
Jerver,  malgre  les  Sujets  quonavoit  de  f«  plaindre  de  luy,  la  Royaute' datrt 
fa  Mai/on,  et  de  permettre  que  fon  Sang  regnafi  dans  la  Perfinne  de  Jon  ^ih, 
Ils  conclurent  par  luy  faire  entendre,  que  s'tl  ne prenoit  ee  Parti,  //  aurott  U 
chagrin  de  voir  une  nouvelle  Famille,  et  un  Roy  eleu  cbaJJ'er  les  Plantagenettet 
du  Trofne,  qu'ils  occupoieni  depuisfi  long  Temps  j  qu\J  eftoit  refponjable  de  U 
Couronne d' AnglcKcrrc  a  fct  Ayeux  et  ajes  Defcendans,  et  qutl  ne  teneit  qu^ 
iuy  de  c^nferver  a  une  Pojierii/plus  teureufc  ufte  belle  Pojejisn  deje\  Peuu. 
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After  this  Deputation  front  the  Grand  Committee '^•^*"^'M« 
bad  foftned  and  brought  the  King  to  their  ownTemper, 
the  whole  Body  of  them  was  introduced.     The  King  • 

came  out  of  his  Bed-Chamber,  in  a  Morning-Gown,  to  Whichlieitfigiit 
meet  them ;  but  no  fooner  had  he  heard  their  Meffage,"*^  ^^^ 
and  the  Articles  againft  him,  than  he  fwooned  away^ 
and  had  fallen  to  the  Ground,  had  he  not  been  fupported 
by  the  Earl  of  Lancajier  and  the  'Bifliop  of  Winchifter^ 
However,  coming  to  himfelf,  he  anfwered,  with  Tears  in 
his  ^^ti^'i  That  he  was  very  forry  he  had  fo  mi/behaved 
himfelf  towards  his  People  ^  and  ajked  Par  dm  for  it  of  all 
that  were  prefent ;  butj  feeing  now  it  could  not  be  other'' 
wiftj  he  returned  them  Thanh  for  chufing  his  firjl-bom 
Son  in  bis  Room.  He  then  made  his  Refignation,  by  de« 
livering  up  his  Royal  Enfigns  of  Sovereignty,  the  Crown 
and  Scepter,  which  the  Commiflioners  had  taken  Care 
to  bring  for  that  Purpofe  j  after  which)  one  Sir  fVilUam 
Trujfel^  fupplying  the  Place  of  Chief  Jufticc  of  England^ 
and  chofen  as  Procurator,  was  ordered,  by  the  whole 
Committee,  to  pronounce  their  Refignation  of  Homage 
to  the  King,  which  he  did  in  this  Form  : 

*  I  fytUiam  Trujfely  Procurator  of  the  Prelates,  Earls,  Hcrwpoa  the 

*  and  Barons,  and  other  People  in  mv  Procuracy  named,  J^^ncethdr Ho- 
'  having  for  this  full  and  fufficient  Power,  do  furrender  mage  and  Fealty, 

*  and  deliver  up,  to  you  Edward  King  of  England^  be« 
^  fore  this  Time,  the  Homage  and  Fealty  of  the  Perfons 

*  in  my  Procuracy  named,  in  the  Name  of  them,  and 

'  every  of  them,  for  certain  Caufes  therein  mentioned  ;     C  "^^  ] 

*  and  do  return  them  up  to  you  Edward^  and  acquit  or 
'  difcharge  the  Perfons  aforefaid,  in  the  beft  Manner  that 

*  the  Law  and  Cuftom  can  give  it ;  and  do  make  this 
'  Proteftation  in  the  Name  of  all  thofe  that  will  not  for 
'  the  future  be  in  your  Fealty,  or  Allegiance,  nor  claim  to 

*  hold  any  Thing  of  you,  as  King  \  but  account  you  as  a 

*  private  Perfon,  without  any  Manner  of  Royal  Dignity/ 

The  Ceremony  ended  with  Sir  Thomas  Blunt*s^  the 
High  Steward,  breaking  his  StafF,  declaring  all  the 
King's  Officers  difchargcd  from  his  Service,  in  the  fame 
Manner  as  if  the  King  was  adlually  dead. 

The  Commiilioners  returning  to  Parliament  with  the  And  chufe  hk 
King^s  Anfwer  and  the  Royal  Enfigns,  ihade  the  com-  Son  Etkvani  in 
luofi  Pepf  le  *  rejoice  j  and  prefenuy  the  whole  Com-  ^"  ^'"^* 

munity 
»  Dr.  Brady  has  tranflated  the  Latia  Word  PUis  into  RaltSU,  fw  wbkii 
J»5  li  girded  at  by  Mr,  Tjrret. 
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J^Mdwm^ll.  mnnity  of  the  KingdoiB  admitted  jSAcmt^,  a  Yon*  of 
fourteen  Years  of  Age,  to  be  their  King. 

After  this  the  Archbifliop  of  CanUrbury  preached  a 
Sermon  before  the  whole  Affembly  5  his  Text  was  V$x 
Populi  Vox  Dii  I  exhorting  his  Audiem^  to  pray  for  the 
King  whom  they  had  chofen.  Thus,  fays  an  Author, 
the  Lawyers  found  out  a  legal  Method  to  deprive  thetc 
King  of  Sovereignty,  J  and  the  Divines  confecrated  their 
mighty  Power  in  calling  their  Voice  a  Divim  EU^Un  *". 

All  this  was  done  whilft  the  (ham  Parliament  was 
IKll  fitting,  on  the  20th  of  January^  1327,  and  which 
is  caird  the  fitQ,D2Ly  oi  Edward  the  Third's  Reign  ;  for 
from  that  Time  he  afted  as  King,  as  appears  by  the 
Writ  to  all  the  Sheriflfs  oi England  to  proclaim  his  Peace,  . 
4ated  two  Days  before  his  Coronation.  Which  ad  of 
State,  as  it  is  fingular  in  its  Kind,  and  tbo'  not  Parlia- 
mentary, yet  deducing  his  Title  from  that  Auibority> 
we  iball  give  in  Dr.  Brady* s  Tranflation  as  follows  ^ 

The  King  to  the  Sheriff  of  Torkfl^n^  Greeting: 

CiftT  1  J^Ecaufi  Edward, &//  King  ^England,  our  Fathtr^  hf 
i»7  J  AJ  Common  Council  and  AJftntof  the  Prelatii^Earls^Ba^ 
rons^  and  other  Great  Men^  and  alfo  of  the  Communitits  of 
the/aid  Kingdom^  of  his  own  free  JVilt  removedhrmf elf  from 
the  Government  of  the  fata  Kingdom^  willing  and  grwH' 
ing^  That  tw,  a$  his  Ptrft-born  and  Heir  of  the  Kingelom^ 
Jhould  take  upon  us  the  Rule  and  Government :  And  W€ 
yielding  to  the  good  Pleafure  of  our  Father^  by  the  Cowtfel 
and  Advifement  of  the  Prelates^  Earls^  Barons^  Great 
Men^  and  Communities  aforefaid^  have  taken  upon  n$  the 
Government  of  the  faid  Kingdom^  and  received  the  //*- 
mages  and  Fealties  of  the  faid  Prelates  and  Great  Men 
according  to  Cuftom  ;  therefor e^  de firing  our  Peace  for  the 
^iet  and  Tranquillity  of  our  People  to  be  inviolably  eh- 
fervedj  we  command^  That^  prefently  after  Sight  of  tbefe 
PrefentSy  you  caufe  our  Peace  pubKckly  to  be  proclaimed 
through  your  whole  Bailiwick^  forbidding  all  andfingmUir^ 
under  the  Pain  of  difinheriting^  andloftng  Life  and  Alem^ 
ber^  that  they  prefume  not  to  infringe  or  violate  our  Peocei 
but  that  all  Men  do  profecuto  their  Suits  and  Anions  xviib^ 

•ut 

«  Hiftorical  Obiervationi  on  the  Reigns  oi  Ed,  I.  £^.  11,  and  Rich*  II. 
Bjr  a  Peribn  of  Honour.    Lon4on,  1689,  8vo« 
c  From  CUu(;  u  Bd.  lil.  ^.  t,  m.  28,    In  /Ippfnd.  No.  74^ 
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nt  VtoUnci^  atcording  t9  thi  lAtwt  and  Cuft$ms  rf  thi^^^f^^^^ 
Land^  kc.     Witnefs  the  King  at  fFeftminJiir  the  29th 
ii  January. 

We  fhall  conclude  this  Monarch's  unfortunate  ReigOp 
and  rooft  mifcrablc  End,  in  Dr.  Bradf%  own  Words. 
♦  The  King  was  all  this  Time  Prifoncr  in  Kemlworii 
Caftlc,  not  knowing  what  further  they  were  doing»    . 
The  Nation  obfcrving  what  had  been  done,  feeing  thi 
Queen  engaged,  and  the  Prince  carried  along  with 
tbem,  not  then  perhaps  fufpe^ng  the  Defi^ns  of  the 
Heads,  began  to  be  fenfible  of  the  King's  Condition^ 
and  to  conuder  the  Pretences  of  his  Enemies,  and  to 
think  how  they  might  b^ind  to  him,  and  prevent  fur- 
ther Mifchief.  His  peeper  alfo,  the  Earl  of  Lancqfter^ 
began  to  be.every  way  obliging  to  him,  much  pitying 
and  commiferating  his  deplorable  Cafe.    Many  Lords 
and  others  began  to  think  how  they  might  deliver  him 
out  of  Captivity ;  theNotice  or  rather  Su^icion  whereof 
much  ftartled  Mortimer ^  the  Bifhop  of  Hereford^  the 
Queen,  and  chief  hStoxs  in  this  Tragedy,  reflecting 
upon  what  they  had  done,  and  fearing  if  the  King 
ihould  get  his  Liberty  they  could  not  be  fafe,  or  at  * 
leaft  their  Deflgns   muft  come  to  nothing,  which     r    »•  ^ 
caufed  them  to  th  ink  of  removing  him  from  Kimhvortb^     *•  '      J 
and  appointed  him  new  Keepers,  who  were  Thomas 
Gonmay  znAJohn  Maltravers^  Knights ;  thefe  recei- 
ving him  at  Kenelworth  Caftle  by  principal  Authority  •, 
hurried  him  up  and  down  the  Nation,  that  it  might 
not  be  known  where  he  was  ;  and  at  laft  brought  him 
to  BirkUy  Caftle  in  Glouafterjhirey  where  he  was  in- 
humanly treated  by  his  Keepers,  who  attempted  to 
deftroy  him  by  all  Ways  of  horrid  Indignities,  brutifh 
U(ages,  and  before*  uncontrived  and  unthought-of  Af- 
fronts :  But  having  been  fruflrated  in  their  Intentions, 
by  his  natural  Strength  of  Body  and  Fortitude  of  Mind, 
on  the  22d  of  September^  at  Night  in  his  Bed,  they  ^^  %jt  ^   ^ 
ftifled  and  fmothered  him,  with  Targe  and  heavy  Bol-^^^^^^^^Se* 
fters  and  Pillows,  and  put  up  a  red-hot  Iron,  through cond. 
a  Duftil-Pipe,  into  his  Guts  at  his  Fundament;  and 
in  this  mod  cruel  Manner  murdered  him,  that  no 

«  Wound 

<  jSutbmteUfrindfMii,  Sir  Tbmai  de  U  Mart  phraieth  it» 
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^Edwariii,  €  Wound,  or  Mark  of  a  violent  Death,  might  be  roui24 
*  upon  him.' 

T  A  X  £  S  fVf  this  King's  Reign. 

Taxet  AiriflghjiTN^  ^'^  firft  Year  the  Earls,  fiarons,  Itnighta,  and  all 

^ip^  X  others  of  the  Kingdom,  granted  a  twentieth  Part 

of  their  Moveables,  except  their  Armour,  WarHorfes, 

Jewels,   Robes,    and  VefTels   of  Gold   and  Silver,  of 

Knights  and  other  Freemen,  and  of  their  Wives.    And 

r  i8q  1     ^^^  Citizens,  BurgeiTes,  and  Tenants  of  the  antient  De- 

^  "*     mefnes  of  the  Crown,  granted  a  fifteenth  Part  of  their 

Moveables  ;  as  alfo  did  the  Clergy  '. 

In  his  fecond  Year  the  Laity  granted  a  Twenty- fifth 
of  their  Moveables  **. 

In  his  feventh  Year  the  Earls,  Barons,  Knights, 
Freemen,  and  Commons  *  of  Counties,  gave  a  twen- 
tieth Part  of  their  Goods  ;  and  the  Citizens  and  Bur- 
gefTes,  and  Communities  of  Cities  and  Boroughs,  gave 
a  Fifteenth  ^. 

^  Iti  his  eighth  Year  he  had  a  twentieth  Part  of  the 
Moveables  of  the  Laity,  granted  by  the  Commons  of 
the  Counties  of  the  Kingdom  ^  aflembled  in  Parliament  ™. 

In  his  ninth  Year  he  had  granted  a  fifteenth  Part,  of 
the  Citizens,  BurgeiTes,  and  Tenants  in  antient  Oe- 
mefnes,  for  his  War  with  the  ScotSy  in  the  Parliament 
held  at  Lincoln  ;  the  fame  Year  the  Community  of  th« 
Kingdom,  or  the  Military  Men,  were  then  alfo  fum« 
moned  to  do  their  Service  ". 

In  his  fifteenth  Year  the  Prelates  and  Cler^  of  both 
Provinces  met  in  two  Synods,  or  Convocations,  the  one 
at  Lincoln^  the  other  at  Tork ;  the  former  of  which  the 
Archbifliop  of  Canterbury  was  immediately  to  fummon, 
to  tr^at  of  a  competent  Aid  to  be  granted  to  him  towards 
his  Expedition  againft  the  Scots^  who  had  then  invaded 
England :  In  which  Writs,  as  it  were  for  a  Diredlion, 

he 

S  Inter  Rot,  Compute  in  Cuftod,  CUr,  Pip4t,  7empm,  Ed.  II. 

Clauf.  I.  Ed.  II.  m.  12.  intui, 
^  Rot,  clauf,  1,  Ed,  II.  m>  23.  in  feed* 

*  Communitatet, 

*  In  Rot.  Comput,  ut  fupra, 

J  Communitatfs  Comitatuum  Regni, 
,    m  Rou  Pat,  8  Ed.  II.  m.  la.  dotf  f,  a, 
"  Rot.  FarL  9  Ed,  II,  m,  a. 
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be  tecites  that  the  Prelates,  Earls,  Barons,  Noblemen,  KiJMw«riii. 
and  the  Comnions  granted  him  a  tenth  Part  of  the 
Goods  of  the  Community  or  Body  of  the  Kingdom,  and 
a  fixth  Part  of  the  Goods  of  Citizens,  Burgeffes,  and 
Tenants  of  antient  Demefnes. 

Mr*  Tyrrz/obferves,  *  That  in  this  King's  Reign  we 
«  find  few  or  no  Complaints  of  any  Taxes  impofed  by 
«  Colour  of  his  Prerogative,  contrary  to  Law,  notwith* 
<  ftanding  the  exorbitant  Power  of  the  two  Defpenfers  :     [  190  ] 

*  But  this  might  be  owing  to  their  Policy,  who,  having 

*  made  them^lves  fo  obnoxious  to  the  Nobility,  would 
«  do  what  thcv  could  to  make  the  common  People  theic 

*  Friends.     But  towards  the  latter  End  of  his  Reign, 
«  the  Confifcation  of  the  Eftates  of  the  Earl  of  Lanca/iery 

*  and  the  reft  of  the  Barons  attainted,  were  fo  confider* 
^  able,  that  though  hf^gave  away  a  great  deal  of  Lands 

*  to  the  Defpenftrs  and  their  Adherents,  yet  that  which 
^  ftill  remained  in  the  Crown  made  him  to  have  a  greater 

*  Revenue  than  any  of  his  Predeceflbrs  fincc  King  Hinry 

*  the  Second's  Time/ 

Price  of  Provisions  in  the  Reign  ^/Edward  II. 

In  the  Year  1309  **,  Wheat  fold  for  71.  id.  a  Quar- 
ter ;  and  Malt  for  6/,  Wine  at  about  43  J.  7^/.  a  Ton. 
Oats  4J.  a  Quarter.  A  Hog  about  3X.  id.  A  Mutton 
about  3^.  A  Goofe  about  3|^/•  A  Fowl  about  3^.  A 
Fig  bd»  A  Shield  of  Brawn  41.  But  thefe,  being  for  a 
Prior's  Feaft,  feem  to  be  charged  high. 

In  1314  P,  a  Corn-fed  Ox  for  i/.  4^*  and  a  Grafs- 
fed  Ox  for  lbs.  A  fat  Mutton  for  is.%d.  And  four 
Pigeons  for  i  d. 

In  1315  ">,  Wheat  fold  for  20  s.  a  Quarter  5  Malt 
131.  4^  and  Salt  for  i/.  15J. 

In  1316  %  Wheat  fold  for  i/.  lis.  the  Quarter. 

In  1317  •,  Wheat  fold  zt  Leicefler  iox  il.  41.  a  Quar- 
ter, being  exceffive  fcarce ;  and  in  the  fame  Year  fell  to 

But 

•  GmI,  TUme  inter  Decern  Scriptores,  p»  20x0. 

p  StGtoe't  Cbrenicitm 

q  fValfingbam,  ^ 

t   Fabian  s  Cbreniclt, 

»  Knygbton  Can.  Leicejl, 
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K.  Edm^dU,  But  all  thefe  Paiticulart  maj  be  fiound,  drawn  out  with 
the  utmoft  fixadnefs,  ia  Btfliop  Flutwoo^Ts  Chrtnicon 
Pnthjum  ^ 


K.  fiJ^Mriin.  T7^  R  O  M  the  Depofitbii  of  Edward  the  Second  we 
fill  Jl  ™^^  ^^^  ^^  Beginning  of  the  Reign  of  Edward 
••  '  J  the  Third ;  for,  purfuant  to  the  Proclamation  which 
had  been  made  of  his  Eledion  to  the  Crown,  his  Coro- 
nation was  performed  with  great  Ceremony,  on  the  firft 
cf^Febrtimji  1327  ;  the  Parliament  which  had  depofed 
bis  Father  ftili  fitting. 

The  young  King  being  then  but  fourteen  Yean  of 

Age,  his  Hands  were  thought  too  weak  to  manage  the 

Reins  of  Government:    Accordingly  the  Parliament 

affigned    him  twelve  Guardians,    viz.  five  Bifliops» 

.-,        rt  ^'  ^^^  Earls,  and  five  Barons.      Their  Names   were» 

Slp^S^  ^^^^^  Reginald,  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury ;  fFiiliam  de 

the  jouog  King.  Melton^  Archbfllop  of  Ttrk  ;  John  Stratfdrd^  Bilhop  of 

IVincbeftir^  Thomas  Cobham^  axfho^oiiVorce ft er  \  and 

Jdam  de  Orktoriy  Bifliop  of  Hertford ;  the  two  Eails 

'^        were  Thomas  de  Brotherton^  Earl  Marefchal,  and  Edmund 

of  fFoodJiock^  Earl  of  Kent^  both  the  King's  Uncles ; 

the  Barons  were  John  Lord   Warreny  Thomas  Lord 

IVakty  Henry  Lord  Percy^  Oliver  Lord  Ingham^  and 

John  Lord  Rofs.    .Over  ail  thefe,  by  general  Confcnt  of 

the  Parliament  and  of  the  twelve  Guardians  themfelves, 

Henry  Earl  of  Lancajiery  Lincohy  Leicejier^  and  Derby^ 

the  King's  Coufin,  was  deputed  to  have  the  chief  Care 

of  his  Perfon  ".   But  this  was  all  a  fine  Shew  only  ;  for 

Roger  Mortimer  J  the  Queen's  Favourite,  moved  the 

whole 

t  This  Khif ,  10  his'Confinementy  St  faid  to  hare  wrote  ibme  Latin  Ver- 
fes  on  his  Misfortunes,  which  (hew  that  he  was  a  Scholar :  A  great  Rarity 
in  any  Layman  at  that  Time !  Two  Canlinals  came  from  Home  in  the  Midil 
of  thefe  Civil  Wars,  and  brought  Letters  from  the  Pope  to  the  Barons,  to 
perfuade  them  to  be  reconciled  to  their  Kfnf ;  but  they  excuied  thcmiielvei 
from  hearing  or  feeing  then,  by  (aying  that^^  wen  tmlearntd and  hrparit 
Mp  to  nothing  but  the  Sxvord.  Fabian  ha4^fiKn  the  King's  Verfcs,  and  has 
given  us  a  Specimen  of  them  ;  by  which  it  appears  that  a  Monk  was  hit 
Schoolmafler. 

Dampnum  mibi  contuJit  Tanpcre^bnmali , 
Fort  una  fat  is  afptra  vebtmentis  Mali, 
Nui/us  ifi  tarn  japiens,  mitis,  aut  Jornofuif 
Tarn  pruiUns  P'irtutibus,  ceterifq^f  fanufut, 
Sluin  Jiultui  reputabitur,  et  fatisrJeJfiffftit, 
St  Fortunaprojperoi^'ifcrtai  EffeSti^  Fabian'*  Chroitl 

tt  Jo/bua  Bsraes't  Hift.  of  £</w,  IlL  p.  4.  ^*iy^rtJ,  p.  33S. 
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Whftlc  Machine  tt  AatTimc,  whatfocver  Parts  thcfc'^**«»^lK« 
Puppets  were  appointed  to  play  in  it. 

I  On  the  tliird  of  FAruarj^  two  Days  after  the  Coro- 
nation, a  Petition  was  prefented  to  the  Kine  and  Parlia- 
ment»  from  all  thofe  diat  had  been  anywiie  concerned 
in  the  Quarrel  of  Tho?ruts  Earl  of  Lanca/ler  ^^  ^  praying 

*  to  be  reflored  to  their  Eftates,  with  Profits  of  them 

*  from  the  Time  they  bad  been  wrongfully  difleized/  r  •  «  i 
It  was  unanimoufly  agreed,  bv  the  Aflent  of  the  whole  I*  '9^  J 
Parliament,  ^  That  all  Lanos  and  Tenements  which 

^  had  been  feized,  by  reafon  of  the  laid  Quarrel  or  Con- 
^  tention,  fhouM  be  refiored,  as  well  in  Ireland  and 

*  JVaUs  as  England^  together  with  their  Profits  and  Ar« 
^  rears  of  Rent,  except  thofe  that  had  been  received  to 

*  the  King's  Ufe.'    And  this  Quarrel  was  affirmed  to 
be  juft  by  the  whole  Body  afTembled. 

On  the  fame  Day  all  tbofe  that  came  over  with  dieThe  Adlierdkts 
Queen  and  the  Prince  her  Son,  and  thofe  that  joined  ^^^^J^ 
with  them  after  their  Arrival,  were  alfo  pardoned  and  donedTanT^ir 
indemnified  by  Parliament.    The  Preamble  to  this  Par-  £ftatet  reftored 
Hlon  is  very  Ions  and  remarkable;  containing  all  the^^^^**^- 
Caufes  and  Reatons  of  the  late  Revolution,  according  to 
Tjrnl'f  or  the  Cover,  Pretences,  and  Suggeftions,  of  all 
the  Contrivances  and  Defigns  againft  Edward  IL  aa 
Dr.  Brady  terms  it;  but  fince  it  is  printed  in  all  our  Sta- 
tute Books,  we  ihadl  only  give  the  Reader  Mr.  TyrreH 
AbflraA  of  it^  and  refer  the  more  curious  to  the  Statute 
itfelfS 

*  It  firft  recites  the  Banifhment  of  the  two  U  Defpen^ 
^  ftr$y  Father  and  Son,  by  Aft  of  Parliament :  Sicond-- 
'  fyt  Their  Return  without  the  Confent  of  the  Com* 
f  fnunity  of  the  Realm :  Thirdly^  Their  caufing  the 
'  King  to  purftte  Xbomas  Earl  of  Lancafter^  and  other 

*  Barons  and  Cooraions  that  endeavoured  to  oppofe  it ; 

*  In  which  Purfuit  the  (aid  Earl,  and  divers  other  Great 
'  Men  and  People  of  tlie  Realm,  were  put  to  Death  and 

*  difinherited,   and  others   imprifoned,    Qutlawed,   or 

Vol.  I.  O  baniflicd, 

b  The  Kecord  of  thil  P«lltioii,  in  old  Frtncb^  Is  entered  on  the  Rolh, 
and  if  aUb  iA  the  PmilttA&t ;  the  Preamble  to  it  it  as  foUows  t  Fait  d 
Remember  f #,  ir  tieree  Jmt  de  Feverier  VAn  du  Repu  U  Rot  Edward,  Fit» 
mu  Roi  Edward*  Fim  Mr  $$i  Henri  f  rimer,  furent  monfirez,  en  Partemewt^ 
#^flf«s  tmm  «  Wdbnt^ftifir,  afcun  Peticions,  far  let  Cbivaien,  et  la  Com- 
pvaoy  Jt  Im  ifmtrtle  de  Cmit  de  Lancaftite  en  la  Forme  fue  enfytf^  Ire,— ^ 
#M.  4Aa[.  Tom,  1T«  |l  295. 

€  See  StdiMtetmlmgf,  Anno  Rfg*  i  'Edvf,  III* 
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.K.j&/«^iini«bam(M-.    Fourthly^   That,    after  tbefe  Mifchief!?^ 

<  iS^^^r^  Baldock  and  Edmund  Earl  oi  Arundel  ufurp^d 
>  to  tb^mfdves  Royal  Power,  fo  that  the  Kine  could 

*  do  Jiotbing  but  as  they  counfelled  him,  were  it  neVer 

*  So  wrong.  Fiftbhf'i  That,  after  the  Queen's  going  into 

<  Francix  by  the  King's  Will,  and  Common  Couneil 

<  of  the  Realm,  the  Peribns  above-mentioned  excited  the 
^  *  late  King  againft  his  Scm  Edward  and  the  Queen  his 
"^    .    1       <  Confort,  fo  that  they  remained  in  a  Manner  exiFd 

<  from  the  faid  King  Edward  T^nA  the  Realm  of  Englandi 
/  wherefore  it  was  necefiary  for  our  Sovereign  Lord  the 

P      ^    ^  King  that^oow  is,  and  the  .Queen  his  M^er,  beiflg 

i  *93  J     <  jjj  (jj  grg^t  Jeopardy  of  themfelves  in  a  ftrange  Couh- 

.  <  try,  feeing  the  Deftnidibns,  Oppreifions,  ami  Difhe- 

<  rifons,  which  were  notorioufly  committed  in  the  Realm 

<  of  England^  upon  Holy  Church,  the  Prelates,  Earls, 

<  Barons,  isf^.  and  other  Great  Men,  and  the  Commu- 

*  nity,  by  the  faid  Perfons  above-mentioned,  by  engrof* 

*  fmg  Royal  Power  to  themfelves,  to  take  as  good  Coun- 

<  fel  as  they  might ;  and  fince  they  could  not  remedy  the 
•M..'/              <  fame  unlefs  they  came  into  Engtoful  with  an  Army  of 

*  Men  of  War,  and  had,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  with  that 

<  Puiflance,  and  the  Help  of  the  Great  Men  and  the 

<  Commons  of  the  Realm,  vanquished  and  deftroyed  the 

<  faid  Parties  above-mentioned,  &r/  Then  follows  the 
cna£line  Part,  vi%.  *  That  therefore  our  Sovereign  Lord 

<  the  King  that  now  is,  upon  certain  Petitions  and  Re* 

<  quefts  made  to  him  in  this  Parliament,  upon  fuch  Ar- 
.  *  tides  as  are  there  above  rehearfed,  by  the' Common 

<  Council  of  the  Prelates,  Earls,  Barons,  and  other  Gr^t 
^  Men,  and  by  the  Commonalty  of  the  ReaUnthere  pr^- 
^  fent,  by  his  CommandmerH  hath  provided,  ordained, 

*  and  eftabliihed,  in  Manner  following :        ' 

<  That  no  Great  Man,  nor  other,  of  what  Eftate, 

<  Dignity,  or  Condition  he  be,,  that  came  over  with  the 

<  faid  King  that  now  is,  and  vi\x\k  the  Queen  his  Mo* 
«  ther,  into  the  Realfi),i^  Enghnd^  nor  any  other  thfa 

*  dwelling  in  England ^  th2XQ2LmQ  with  the  faid  King  that 

*  now  is,  and  the  Queen  in  Aid  of  them,  to  purfue  their 

*  faid  Enemies,  in  which  Purfuit  the  King  his  Father 

*  was  taken,  and  put  in  Ward,  and  yet  remaineth  in 

*  Ward,  (hall  be  impeached,  molefted,  or  grieved  m 

*  Perf^n^  or  in  Goods^  in  the  King's  Court^  or  any  other 

*  Court, 
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^  Court,  for  the  Purfuit  of  the  faid  King»  the  takiftgK«MMr«rm. 
^  and  with-hddingof  his  Body,  or  Purfuit  of  any  other^ 

*  or  uking  of  theirPerfond,  Goods,  orDleath  of  any  Man^ 
•  *  or  any  other  Thing,  perpetrated  or  committed  in  the 

'*  did  Purfuit,  ft6m  the  Day  that  the  faid  King  and 

*  Queen  did  arrive,  'till  the  Day  of  the  Coronation  of 
^  the  (ame  King.* 

It  appears  by  the  Colledion  of  PuUr^  Aits^  that  this 
Parliament  continued  fitting  for  above  a  Month  after  the  [  194  ] 
King's  Coronation ;  in  which  Time  many  A6b  of  State 
were  pafied  relating  to  different  Countries  and  Afiair8» 
fcr  the  greater  SecuriQr  of  the  prefent  Poffei&rs.  As  al- 
fo  feveral  Grants  of  Money,  i^c.  beftowed  on  the  Queen 
and  her  Accomplices ;  befides  Pardons  and  Indemnifi- 
cations to  a  vaft  Number  of  People,  by  Name,  who 
had  been  concerned  in  the  lite  Commotions,  under  the 
Earl  of  Lancaftir  and  the  other  Barons.  The  Titles 
of  the  moft  fignificant  of  which  the  Reader  will  find  un-» 
der  this  Npte  *. 

The  Pariiament  bein'g  at  laft  difI51ved,  Commiffibners 
were  fent  to  the  Borders  of  Scotland  to  treat  of  a  Peace^ 
but  the  Scots  refofed  to  treat  with  them }  not  onl^  fo,  but 
they  broke  the  Truce  >Mrhich  had  been  made  with  King 
Edward  11.  and,  raifing  an  Army,  invaded  England. 
The  young  King  and  his  Mother  made  ready  to  oppofe 
them,  and,  with  the  mercenanr  Soldiers  that  came  over 
with  heir,  they  tnarched  againft  them.  The  Scots  were 
fo  regardlels  of  the  EngHfi  at  that  Time^  that  they  fuf- 
fcred  themfelves  to  be  indofed,  by  their  Enemies,  in  a 
O  2  Place 

^    ^  Di  Tjmforalibmsp  ad  Pnatratiwem  H«g»nU  le  VpC^p^nfer  jimioris,  $lim 
iittntii,  Epijcap9  Norwkenfi  jam  denuo  refiitmndii*   Foed.  Ang.  torn.  IV* 

Dt  Expenps  Rigin^  in  Parttbus  Fnncue,  p,  349. 

Pn  iltit^  ami  futrmt  dt  ^ertla  Coikitii  Lincaftruey  fufer  Fimbus,  i» 
jaffinfu  ParUamentif  ttlaxaniiSf  p,  S5^« 

Dt  Proctffu  verfiii  Epifcopum  Herefordenlem,  AdtBi  de  Orletoa,  qmod 
Thorns  Comitit  Lancaftrue  adh^t,  babitt,  adnullando,  &  Ttrrt's,  prtp* 
terta  in  Msnum  Rtgit  captis,  rtftitmtndity  p.  a 57. 

Adbucpro  i/Jis,  quifutritnt  dt  ^utrela  nuptr  Ctmitit  Lancaftfl*  dt  Rtfti" 
tutiant  parittr  fttdendat  Litertt  od  Victetmtes  compSariam  Comitatuum, 

P»*S^*  ^59/  ^^^9  2^1*  .  . 

Pr9  Ifabelta  ttegina  ad  Debita  fohfenda*    A  Griiit  of  lo,doo  /.  p.  262. 

M  Cttftodts  fuarundam  Ttrrarum,  pro  Margareta,  qu^  fuit  Uxor  Bar-       * 
dkilomsi  de  Badelefmere,  &  aliis  dt  ^ereia  anitaiffa.    Eadem. 

M  Tbtfiurariamj  dt  Pagis,  &  cettris  ktdtmtiouibut,  illii  dtfupraHSia 
^trtla  rtlaxandis,  p,  264. 

AdPapam^  pro  Cawmzamnt  Thottue  mtptr  Ctmhi%  Lancaftrue*  Literi 
a^miranda^  /.  268, 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


212  5^^  Parliamentary  History 

iCMiMMitf  XD.Pliee  called  fyanbopi-Parkj  in  tbe  Biftoprick  of  IXarr- 
bam ;  and  might  have  every  Man  of  them  been  deftroyed 
or  taken,  but  they  found  Means  to  efcape  in  theNi^t- 
Time,  and  get  fafe  back  into  their  own  Country.  There* 
Anno  R«cdS  i*  fore  it  was  thought  proper  to  call  a  Parliament  to  confult 
'^^*       about  the  Security  of  the  Kingdom*  and  other  Matters, 
AtUMC9k,    VfhichwsLS  to  mtti^SiptiJttberi^^BtLincibt.  The  Writ, 
in  which  moft  of  the  Relation  above  is  contained,  bears 
[  195  ]     Date  at  Stanhopi^  Auguft  7,   in  the  firft  Year  of  his 
Reign  *.  But  tho*  this  Parliament  met  at  the  Time  ap- 
pointed, yet  we  cannot  find  what  was  done  at  it ;  cer« 
uinly  nothing  coniiderable,  fince  our  Hiftoriana  and  Re« 
cords  are  fo  (iient  about  it. 

An  old  Hiftorian  ^  writes.  That  it  was  l^ere  the  jroimg 
King  received  Advice  of  his  Father's  Death  $  whkh^ 
to  outward  Appearance,  he  Teemed  to  lament  exceed- 
ingly, and  this  nright  be  one  Caufe  of  a  fudden  Diffb- 
lution  of  this  Parliament  ^. 

Not  long  after  the  King's  Return  to  L$nd$n  he  held 
~^j^jfj"  **  a  Parliament,  or  rather,  fays  Tymly  a  great  Council  of 
the  Nobility,  at  W€flniinfiery  Nw.  13,  the  (ame  Year. 
MfTf^nJIer.  In  this  the  only  Matter  that  we  can  find  traniaded,  waa 
confirming  the  Privileges  of  the  City  of  Lond$n^  and  or- 
daining feveral  new  Honours  to  the  Mayor  arid  Alder- 
men ;  which,  with  fome  other  particular  Grants,  vre 
may  fuppofe  was  conferred  on  them,  by  Advice  of  the 
Queen,  and  the  King's  Guardians,  for  their  remarkable 
Attachment,  in  the  late  Revolution,  to  her  Intereft  ^* 
T^is  Year  alfo  another  Parliament  was  fummoned 
At  Tirk.     to  appear  at  Tork^  on  Sunday  after  Candkmm$»Dafy  m 
treat  of  certain  Articles  of  Peace,  which  had  been  pro- 

pounded 
•  Pf  Psrffmmnt0  bthmtk  Jkptr  DtftnJUnt  Rtjpa  t$MtrM  Scotot.     F«4« 
Ang.  Ttm,  IV.  f   301* 
f  Htnry  Kmyntcn, 

t  There  it  Mtntion  made  of  a  Parliament  held  at  New  Ssrmm,  in  a 
"Writ  to  the  SherifR,  ^e  to  provide  Horfet,  ^c,  for  the  Members  that 
ware  coming  to  it.    Itid,  p-  3 15* 

7fjt€  Rifre  apui  Novam  Sarum  n>tcefiwf  Die  0£lobria. 
This  Parliament  ii  alfo  ukcn  Notice  of  by  Kfiyghfom,  col  ^5^3  j  bat 
^  It  was  hindered  from  roectinr,  he  f  .y$,  Nam  Partes  obvia^erumt  Jht  fuper 

Flxnam  de  Saliftury,  ih'tque  fe  ad Puguam  paraverunt  j  ftd  per  afg^t  da 
J?^iw  imbediti  funt,  Jicoue  Pa  rV amentum  diUtum  eft  ad  Fejium  Pun  feat  i^mU 
(eUhrandum,  apud  Wr4mona(^riuffl« 
k  Bdrnet'i  Edward  III.  p,  23. 
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poittided  between  the  two  Nations  at  NiWcaftU.    %^f^%tinmdJSU 

nothim  was  done  at  it,  becaafe  fereral  Bifhops  and  other 

Gtcftt  Men  did  not  come  to  this  Meeting,  by  reaibn  they 

well  blew  it  was  called  only  to  get  their  Approbation 

of  tbofe  Articles,  which  had  been  before  agreed  on  by 

the  Queen  and  her  Conncil  *  j  therefore  Writs  were  Anao  Regni «« 

iflTued  out  forcaUing  anodier,  three  Weeks  after  Eaftery  to       1318. 

N$nbampt9n.  In  this  Parliament,  however,  they  ^^^^^ ^if^rtbaa^mn 

ged  fo,  that  a  fcandalous  Peace  was  trump'd  up  between       ^^^ 

the  EngUJh  and  Setts,  contriTed  and  diredod  by  the 

Queen  and  Rugir  AUrtifmr.    The  Articles  were,  firft, 

^  That  Prince  Davids  Son  and  Heir  to  Rcbtrt  King  of 

^  Sc9tSy  fliould  marry  the  Princefs  Joanna  ^,  Edwartts    C  '9^  ]   . 

*  eldeft  Sifter ;  in  Confideration  of  vriiich  he  was  to  grant 

«  the  Scots  Kin|;  a  Charter,  to  releafc  all  his  Claim  to  Su-  ^"^^^^7  b^ 
«  pmority,  which  Edward  ox  his  Anceftors  had,  or  could  which'theClLa. 
'  pretend  to  have,  over  Scotland  %  and  to  deliver  up  all  of  Superiority 

*  Charters  and  Inftruments  concerning  the  fame '/  This  V^  .^f  *  '^"«" 
Charter,  it  feems,  by  the  Contrivance  of  the  Powers  *'"'"^'"*''^* 
above-mentioned,  was   a6hially  granted  to  the  Scots 

King ;  and  fince  it  was,  in  Part,  a  Parliamentary  Pro- 
ceeding, we  ihall  give  Mr.  TyrrePs  Abftra^  of  it,  from 
a  Manalcript  Chronicle,  with  the  further  Ads  of  this 
Parliament  in  his  own  Words  ■*. 
*  It  b^;tns  with  a  Recital  of  the  dangerous  Wars 

*  and  great  Mifchiefs  that  had  for  a  long  Time  fallen 
^  upon  both  Kingdoms,  by  reafon  of  that  Claim  of  Su- 

*  periority  which  he,  the  King  of  England,  and  his  Pre- 
«  deceflbrs,  had  made  over  that  of  Scotland  :  To  put  an 
^  End  to  which,  he,  by  the  Confent  of  the  Bifliops, 

O  3  Earls, 

X I  Tfane  is  in  the  PM'c  AGs  a  Sttimnons  to  ytdam  de  Or/etcn,  the  late 
PUfrrfcal  locendtanr,  to  appear  at  this  Parliament,  to  aoTwer  for  fome 
itJegal  Proce^ings  he  had  been  guilty  of,  relating  to  the  BUhoprick  of 
n^oroffier.     See  Vol.  IV.  p.  330,  331. 

k  Called  hy  the  Stot^n  Derifion,  7mm  Afaekfeaci,  Knyghttn  calls  her 
J^anwadi Turrit  Seror%/^h EdvtarJt*     Col.  ft 5 58* 

1  With  the  famous  Evf&ice,  called  Ragman-Roih  and  many  Jewell  and 
MonnmenCs ;  anxNigft  whvili  was  one  of  p.reat  Value,  called  the  Black 
Mmd^  or  Crofs  of  Scotland,  DameVs  Hijity  of  England,  in  Kennet,  p. « I2. 

In  Confideration  of  which  David  was  to  pay  30,000  Marka  ;  Knygbton 
hj%  io,ooo,  and  that  Mortimer  had  the  Money.    Idem 

w  TyrreV%  Hiftory,  p.  350,  from  the  CbronicU  of  Lanerttfi,  Thia' 
Charter  is  printed^  at  large  in  his  jlpptndix^  and  if  in  Rymtr^n  Fttdera^ 
Tom.  IV  p  337.'Beingdatedat9V*,  the  Annoutof  onjRtf^/BConcludee 
that  this  Parliament  was  held  in  that  City.  Fol  Ed.  p.  409  But  both 
that  Author  and  his  Annotator  have  jumUled  the  Parliaments  ftrangely  ia 
this  keign. 
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K,  EimrillUt  Etrls,  Barons,  and  Commons  of  his  Kingdom  afiem* 
*  bied  in  Barliament,  grants  to  Rtbert  King  of  Scotland^ 

<  his  Heirs  and  Succeilbrs,  that  they  fhM  hold  thek 
^  Kingdom^  free,  and  for  ever  difcharm  it  of  all  Subjec« 

<  tions,  and  all  Claim^and  Demand  thereof  from  the 
^  King  oiEngloHdy  his  Heirs  and  Succefibts,  and  furthei^ 
«  renounce  for  himfelf,  tf r.  by  thefe  Prefenta,  all  former 
^  Obligatioos,  Agreements,  or  Compa^  made  by,  or 

<  with,  any,  or  either,  of  their  Predeceflbrs  concerning 

<  the  Subje^Uon  of  the  Kingdom  oi  Scotland^  or  its  People^ 

<  both  of  the  Clergy  and  Laity  \  and  that  if  any  fuch 

<  Charters  or  Inftruments  (hall  be  found,  he  wills  that 
(  (97  ]     ^  diey  fluU  for  the  future  be  accounted  as  null,  void^ 

<  and  of  no  Value.  DatedatlV-^thefirftDayofi/tfr^n 
^  An.  Rig.  fictmdo* 

So  that  all  original  Inftruments  of  Homage  from  the 
Crown  of  Scotland h^ing  now  loft  and  deftroyedi  if  that 
the  Charters  of  Homage  made  by  King  J^hn  Batiol 
were  not  recorded  on  our  Rolls  in  the  Tower,  we  could 
not  be  able  to  prove,  unlefs  by  the  Teftimony  of  our 
Hiftorians,  that  fuch  Charters  had  ever  been  made. 

In  this  very  Parliament  alfo  the  Dtfptnfe^z^  Father 
and  Son,  Edmund  late  Earl  of  ArundiU^  who  had  been 
executed  by  the  Queen's  Party,  without  any  legal  Pro^ 
cefs  made  againft  them ;  Waltit  StapUtw^  late  Bifliop 
of  ExitiTf  and  Sir  Richard  StaplHon  his  Brother,  bodi 
beheaded  in  the  Infurredion  at  London^  were  attainted 
of  High  Trcafon,  by  the  Diredion,  fays  Jojbua  Barnes^ 
of  the  Queen- Mother  and  the  Lord  Mortimer.    Whe- 
ther this  Proceeding,  adds  he»  was  out  of  implacably 
M^ce>  which  purfued  them  beyond  the  Grave,  or  to 
cover  their  late  unjoftifiable  Actions  againft  thefe  Perfons  • 
by  a  Parliamentary  SamSion,  it  is  certain  that,  in  all  th"^ 
Proceedings  of  this  Parliament,  the  Honour  and  Profit 
of  the  Kine  and  Realm  was  not  fo  much  regarded,  as 
the  Enriching,  Security,  and  Advaotemem  of  Lord 
Mortimer  ^.  J 

^.«sm  ft.       Some  Matters  0/  Moment  happening  (bon  after  this 

,i8.        laft  Parliament,  new  Writs  were  iffucd  out,  bearing 

^^^      l3ate  Auguji  28,  for  another  to  meet  at  talijbuty  the 

'^"^    Sunday  next  after  the  ^indene^  or  Fifteenth,  of  St.  Mi- 

^  BamnU  Edward  lU,  p.  28.  -    '    ^ 
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^il  *.     The  Earl  (^  LancaJHr^  the  Lord  Waki^  and  1^.  Mhmd  m. 
fame  other  Noblemen,  refufed  their  Attendance  at  this 
Meeting ;  the  Earl  giving  for  Reafon,  ^  That  being 

*  appointed  by  Parliament  the  King's  Chief  Counfellor 
^  and  G«iardian  of  his  Perfon,  the  Lord  Mortimir  had 
^  now  taken  to  himfelf  the  Regal  Power,  and  would  not 

*  permit  him  to  come  near  the  King,  fo  as  to  advife  and 

*  proted  him  according  to  his  Truft.     That  though  it 

*  bad  been  decreed  that  no  Perfbn  whatfoever  ihould 

'  prefume  to  come  armed  to  this  Parliament,  yet  the  [  ^9^  ] 
'  Lord  Mortimir  came  with  a  great  many  armed  Men» 
^  by  which  he  the  faid  Earl  did  not  think  his  Perfon  in 
'  Safety.'  This  being  certified  to  the  King  and  Parlia- 
ment, it  was  thought  a  very  reaibnabie  Excufe  by  feveral 
Lords ;  and  the  King's  two  Uncles,  Thomas  of  Brotherton 
and  Edmund  Earl  of  Kent^  went  over  to  the  Earl  oiLan* 
iajier\  Party,  It  was  not  long,  however,  before  they 
deierted  him,  and  the  Earl  of  Lancafter  was  reduced  to 
fuch  Straits,  that,  to  make  his  Peace,  he  was  obliged  to 
a(k  Pardon  of  the  Queen  and  Mo^fimerj  at  the  Head  of 
bis  Army. 

At  thi3  Parliament  the  King's  own  Brother,  Jobfp  of 
Ehbamy  was  created  Earl  of  Cornwall^  and  Sir  James 
£ott£Urj  or  Butler j  of  Inland^  Earl  of  Ormoni  :  Roger 
Msriimer^  Baron  of  Wigmoriy  was  alfo  made  Earl  of 
March  «. 

The  aforefaid  Lord  Mortimer  being  now  in  the  Ze- 
nith of  his  Power,  fought  to  eftabli£  it  by  the  bafeft. 
Means ;  and  judging  that  Edmund  Earl  of  Kent^  the 
King's  Uncle,  ftood  in  his  Way,  he  fubtilly  drew  him 
into  a  iham  Plot,  in  order  to  deftroy  him.    The  Manner 
of  it  is  difcourfed  at  large  by  the  learned  Joflma  Barnes^ 
in  his  elaborate  Hiftory  of  this  King's  Reign,  but  is  not 
to  our  Purpofe.     Sufficient  it  is  to  fay,  that  Mortimer^  Anno  Regni  3; 
knowing  he  had  Proof  enough  againft  hina,  fummoned  a       1329. 
Parliament  to  meet  at  Winchejier  on  the  13th  of  Marcb^  AtfTtnchiftir* 
1 3II.   Here  ^be  Noble  E'4rl  was  attainted  of  High  Trea- 
fon,  and,  by  the  unanimous  Confent  of  his  Peers,  ad- 
judged to  Dtath.     Hiftorians  do  not  agree  in  thek*  Ac- 
counts, 

1  7*be  King  himfelf  appointed  Deputies  to  open  this  Parliament,  as 
appears  by  a  Precept  to  the  Pi  elates.  Barons,  &c.  Dated  at  Marlborough^ 
0a.  5.     Fttd,  Aug,  Tom.  IV.  p.  372. 

a  Bamii'i  Edward  ill.  p.  30.     'Xynl  and  Brady* 
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K.  iimtri  m.coimta  of  the  CauTe  of  it  \  but  think  that  it  was  for  dd^* 

figning  to  fet  his  Brother,  King  Edward  U.  at  Libertf  ^ 

being  made,  through  Artifice,  to  believe  that  he  was  dien 

alive»  and  a  Prifoner  in  Cardiff  Cattle,  in  fVaks  *".    No 

r  .^^  1     other  Bufineft  that  we  can  find  was  done  at  this  Pax* 

t  '99  J     liamentP. 

But  it  was  not  long  before  the  Death  of  this  Prince 
was  amply  revenzed  on  the  Authors  and  Contrivers  of 
it.     The  young  King  being  now  come  to  a  more  ma- 
ture Age,  and  being  nuuie  a  Father  by  the  Birth  <^  a 
Son,  which  his  Queen  brought  him  at  fVoa^ock^  after- 
wards called  Edward  the  Black  Prince^  ^^^^^^  ^^  '^^^ 
nK)re  about  him,  and  endeavour  to  ihake  off  the  Fetters 
^3sT^*  which  his  Mother  and  her  Minion  had  put  upon  him«. 
To  that  End  he,  of  bis  own  Accord,  fummoned  a  great 
At  Nottingbem.  Council,  or  a  Parliament,  to  meet  at  N$itingham^  on 
the  14th  of  O^obery  in  the  fourth  Year  of  his  Reigo'« 
J(&rf/Wr,PruneIt  was  here  that  the  Kind's  Eyes  were  more  open,  and 
Mkkifter/appre-he  was  better  informed  about  the  Pradices  of  his  Mo- 
bcflW,  ther  and  Mortimer  \  aiyl  that  he  himfelf  was  in  no  fmall 

Danger  if  Things  continued  in  the  fame  Sute.  All 
which  beincr  reprefented  to  him,  by  fome  well-affeded 
Lords,  the  King  gave  Orders  to  them  to  feize  Mortimir^ 
and  bring  him  to  public  Trial  and  Juftice.  The  Manner 
how  this  Arreft  was  executed  is  largely  toU  by  all  our 
Hiftorians,  but  particularly  Mr.  Barnes ;  the  Eaii's  Per- 
fon  was  feized,  as  well  as  all  his  Adherents,  in  the  Caftlc 
and  Town  of  Nottingbamj  and  fent  Piiibncrs  to  the 

Tower 

a  H^UinfJbtMd  writea,  that  the  Bar]  confefled  befbfe  the  Parliament  that 
he  wai  about  to  reftore  his  Brother  to  the  Crown,  by  Cominand  from  thtt 
^ope,  and  in  Conjandion  with  divers  Lords  and  others,  whom  he  thare 
named.    Cbron.  p.  348. 

o  KttfgbtM,  col.  »559*  The  Earl  flood  till  the  Evening  before  the  Caftle 
Gates  at  IVhiebefler,  and  no  Man  could  be  found  to  do  the  Ezacutioo  j 
Propter  Fittatemfttam  baMant  di  €0,  titvt  damnatus  trat  ohfyue  cmBmaai 
Ctmftnfiu  At  lait  a  Villain,  to  fave  his  own  Liie^  beheaded  him.  See 
Rapin  and  his  Annotator  for  the  Earl's  Confefiion,  at  large,  bdbre  the 
Parliament,  p.  410,  411. 

P  In  the  Public  ABi  there  is  a  Letter  dire^ied  to  the  Archbiihop  of 
Camtrburj,  demanding  an  Aid  from  him  and  hla  Clergy,  in  Aux%h%  comra 
Cutrram  Franciae,  which  is  (aid  there  to  have  been  granted  in  a  Parliament 
tXEitbtm^  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  1330,  but  no  further  Account 
flan  we  meet  with  about  it.     dEia  Pmhhca^  Vol.  IV.  p.  422.  423. 

%  Frnjart  writes,  that  it  was  fufpe^ed  the  Queen  was  with  Child  by 
Mortimer.     Froifsrt*s  Hiftorjr,  fol.  14. 

r  PtitiJe  Rex  temtit  Confihum  fitvm  apvi  Nottingham,  in  ^uindenm  S* 
Mjchaelii,  turn  pent  mnibwt  Magnatibui  Regui*    KnyghtOD,  coL  155S«   ' 
Claui^  4  iiw^  lili  m,  29.  d« 
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Tower  ^i  L^ndm.    After  which,  th«  King  being  ztX^. Edward  tXi% 

Leiciflir^  adjourned  the  Parliament  from  Nottingham  to 

Wifiminftery  there  to  fit  on  this  extraordinary  Affair^ 

the  26th  of  Novitnbir  following.     The  Writ  for  fum- 

monin^  a  new  Parliament,  or  sSjourning  the  laft,  being 

in  a  Form  verv  unufnal.  Dr.  Brady  has  eiven  us  at 

Length  in  his  Jf^pindix^  and  an  Abftraft  of  It  in  his  Hi-    [  tO^J 

Story.  But  a  muclunore  fingular  Writ  than  this,  which 

was  direded  to  the  Archbiihop  of  Cantirbury^  was  fent 

to  all  the  Sheri£  in  England^^  in  which  the  evil  Defigns 

xS  the  late  Minifter,  in  packing  of  Parliaments  to  his 

Purpofe,  is  openly  declared,  and  (hews  that  this  Pra£ticQ 

has  a  much  earlier  Date  than  is  ufually  thought  of.     A 

Tranflati<Hi  of  which,  out  of  the  Public  Jhs^  in  old 

Freruby  claims  a  Place  in  our  Inquiries '. 

Thi  Kino  to  tbg  Shbripp  of  Lancafhire,  Grating,' 
CflNCE  Wi  havi  bien  latify  informed  ibat  feviral '^^^^^^^^^^ 
*^  OppreJJions  and  Hardfiips  have  ban  put  upon  many  ^toalltheShecS 
thi  Piopli  of  this  Reabn^  by  fome  that  wore  our  Minijiers^^  ^H^^^»  '«^ 
in  diver  ft  Offices,  aided  by  fome  of  our  Nobility,  as  weU^'^i^% 
Privy  Counjellors  as  others,  fo  that  our  Affairs,  by  r/^/i Shires, fort Par- 
«f  the  Tendimefs   of  our  Age,  were  managed  by  ^^^^^****  *®  ^ 
People  to  our  great  Uamage  andDifhonour,  which  T^ingi^^^  **"* 
iOi  can  no  longer  fuffyr,  it  is  our  greateji  Defire  that  all 
Matters  may  be  put  in  their  due  Eftate^  and  thefe  Wrongs 
and  Mifprijions  redrejfed  : 

We  therefore  charge  and  command  you,  on  the  Faith 
which  you  owe  us,  that  immediately  without  Delay  you 
frodenm  in  your  JurifdiSlion,  as  well  within  Liberties  as 
without,  that  all  thofe  who  can  make  Complaint  of  any 
Oppreffiens,  Hardjhips,  or  other  Grievances  to  them  done^ 
contrary  to  Right,  and  the  Laws  and  Ufages  of  our  Reatm^ 
ft)ould  appear  at  Weftminfter,  at  our  enjuing  Parliament^ 
and  make  their  Complaints  to  us,  or  to  our  Deputies,  and 
we  will  fee  that  they  have  as  good  and  fpeedy  Relief  as  in 
Reafon  they  can  defire. 

And,  becaufe  that,  before  this  Time,  feveral  Knights^ 
Reprefentatives  for  Counties,  were  People  of  ill  Defigns, 
and  Maintainers  of  fa^e  parrels,  and  would  not  fuffer 
that  our  good  Subjects  (hould  ft>ew  the  Grievances  of  the 
common  People,  nor  the  Matters  which  ought  to  be  redref^ 

fed 
%  AQ^  fiMite^  Tosm  IV-  p*  453i 
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KfMhMrd  ISLfii  in  Parlimnent^  to  tbi  great  Damage  ef  us  and  dier 
Subji^s  : 

fVi  tbirifm  charg$  and  command  that  you  caufi  td  he 
eliltedy  With  tbi  common  Confent  of  your  County ^  tiMp 
-  -^     tbi  unoji  propor  and  mofi  fufficient  Knigbts,  or  Serjeants '» 

t  *^'  J  o/tbi  faid  County^  tbat  an  the  leaji  jufpiSUd  of  ill  2>/- 
Jtgns^  or  common  Maintainors  of  Partus^  to  bo  of  our  faid 
Parliament^  according  to  tbe  Form  of  our  fwrit  wbick 
you  have  witb  you. 

And  tbis  we  expeS  youjbali  do^  as  you  will  efcbew  our 
jfnger  and  Indignation. 

Given  iit  IVoodftocky  November  the  third. 


i 


By  the  K I  N  G. 


The  Parliament  being  aflembled  at  Wejhniufier  ",  on 
£  202  ]    the  Day  appointed^  the  young  King,  it  is  (aid,  made  a 

Speech 

t  The  Word  here  it  Sentnte,  which  we  hxTt  tnn0Ated  literally,  not  • 
knowing  well  what  to  make  of  it.  The  Law  Didionary  (ayi  this  Word 
fomeiimet  (igoifies  an  Officer  belonging  to  aConiffy,  the  iame  which  Brac^ 
tern  calls  Servientem  H^irtdi^  io  the  Steward  of  a  Manor  is  called  SermtuM 
Mtnerit  But  the  true  Meaning  of  the  Word  Sirjeawtt,  as  we  are  infonned 
by  a  learned  Judge,  [  Mr.  Baron  Smjibe]  is  Pe^ions  holding  of  the  Crown 
}n  Grand  Seijeanty. 

u  The  N4mes  of  the  Peers  fummoned  to  this  fkmous  Parliament,  e»* 
traded  from  the  Abridgment  of  ParliamenUry  Records,  wiU  not  be  tti^<^ 
accepuble  to  a  curious  Reader,  p.  c. 

>f««o  Slmarto  Edw.  III.  tuwmonitit  FsrlUmenti. 
Rext  dTr.  Thom.  Cm.  Norff.  &  MarefeaiU  Aaglic,  &c,  apuA  Weftov  > 
D/e  Lu|iae  pnx.  poft  Ftftwm  S,  Cath^rin^e,  ^^  Teft,  gp^d  ^^dceft.  ^  Rq^m 
a  3  O^bris. 

CmftmUa  Liters  Ahifunttir  fttbfiriptis. 
Jqhanni  Com,  Comubise,  FratriRf^     Williel.  la  Zouch,  di  Mortao  Mari 
git,  Williel .  la  Zouch,  de  Haningworth#^ 

Henrico  de  Lane.  Com,  Lane.  Randolfo  de  Dacre, 

Jphanni  de  Warren,  Ccw.  Sur.  Richardo  de  Damoroy, 

Johanni  de  Qriunnia,  Com  Richm.     Roberto  de  Morley, 
Robetto  Verc,  Com,  Oxon,  Hugoni  de  Courtney, 

Johanni  de  Bohun,  Com,  Heref.  &     Johanni  de  Bello  Campo,  di  Somer<« 

Efler,  fet, 

T|io.  de  Bello  Campo,  Corn*  Warr*     Johanni  de  Cremwel, 
David  de  Strabolgi,  Cow.  Athole,         Johanni  de  S.  John, 
Henrico  de  Percie.  Fulkoni  de  Strange, 

Roberto  de  Cliflbrd,  Simoni  Warde, 

Willielmo  de  Latimer,  Joh^ni  de  HaveringtOD, 

Henrico  Ft/to  Hugonis,  Johanni  de  Claveringc, 

Tohanni  Petche,  Henrico  de  Cobham, 

Johanni  de  Mowbray,  Rogero  de  Grey, 

Rado  de  Nevil^  Henricn  de  Gcey, 

Anthi  de  Lacie,  Stephano  de  Cobhani* 

Rl€har4« 
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Speech  to  tfiem,  complaining  much  againft  the  ConduftK.£^HP«rtf  Ul. 
pf  the  Queen  and  Mortimr ;  and  that,  with  the  Confent  ^^^  j^^^. 
4^  his  Subiei^y  he  dcfigned  to  afiume  to  himfelf  the  *    1330. 
Reins  of  CjQvemmenty  tbo'  he  was  not  yet  arri^d  to 
the  Age  prefcribed  hj  Law*    The  Parliament  gladly  At»ywi^4 
confented,  all  the  ^Iemhers  being  equally  readv  to  fe^ 
cond  his  Defigns«   For  this  Hint  ota  Speedb  we  have  no  • 
better  Authority  than  Mr.  Rapin ;  where  b^  had  his  the; 
Marginal  Notes  dp  not  declare ;  it  is  likely  that  thq 
Matter  was  propofed  to  the  Parliament  by  fom^  of  th^ 
Miniftry,  it  not  being  the  Ci^ftpm  in  thofe  Days  to 
fpeak  from  the  Throne^  as  the  Reader  will  plainly  find 
in  the  Sequel.  Mr.  Tindal  indeed  has  added,  from  gopd 
i\^thority,  th^t  the  King  refumed  into  his  Hands,  m  - 
thb  Parliament,  all  the  Grants  that  had  been  made  du- . 
rii^bis  Minority. 

The  next  Thing  we  find  dpne  ^t  it,  was  the  exhibit- 
ing the  folloya^^g  Articles  against  the  Lord  Mortimer^ 
which  we  iha|i  here  give,  tranfl^ted  from  the'Frsncb  . 
Original,  npw  on  the  Rolls  in  the  Tower,  and  ^re  in  Dr.  * 
Srad/s  and  Mr.  TyrnPs  Hiftories,  with  the  latter's  Re-  . 
fip<$ons  on  the  further  Proceedings  of  this  Parliament  %  . 

Tbffe  are  thi  TreafonSj  Felonies ^  and  Mif chiefs  done  U  * 
9ur  Lord  the  King  and  bis  Peofley  by  Roger  Mortimer^ 
Ofid  others  of  his  Compat^. 

L  « Whereas  in  the  ParKament  holdcn  at  Wijlminfter  Artldei  of  laH 
•next  after  the  King's  Coronation,  it  was  ordained, P«*fl»««n'^ 

'  ThatX^ 

Ridurdo  de  Orey,  Tho.  dc  Furnival),  juit^ 

Thorns  Bardolfe,  Jphanni  de  Moliun„ 

Rado.  BaiTety  4i  Dralton^  Jacobo  de  AudU^, 

lUdo.  de  Camoys,  Tohanni  Matreven^  /»«• 

Humfredo  de  Poiniu,  wUlielmo  Blunt^ 

Hugo  de  Aodek,  Bartho.  de  Bargherih^, 

Phil.  Darcye,  ilenrico  de  Ferrariis, 

IVUUeloio  de  Eyme.  Tohanni'  le  Strange* 

Roberto  de  Ifle,  «   Johanni  le  Sherleton, 

J^hanni  de  Marmion,  Bat  tho.  de  Burgherflie,  CufitM 

Philippo  de  Columber,  Sluinpu  Ptrtuum* 

Tho.  de  Furnivall,  Jen, 

We  begin  now  to  have  this  and  the  fucceeding  Parliamentt  better  and 
more  regularly  entered  on  the  Rolls  than  formerly.  This  Pafliameat^' 
4  Rdvjord  III.  has  this  Incro^v^^ion.  ^ 

Ricprda  et  MemoramU  de  biis  que  fiihant  in  Parliamento  fummonito  Mtud 
WeArBonaOerio  Dit  Luna  proximo  poji  Fefium  SanSle  Catherine.  An.  Reg. 
^fgis  Edwardi  Tertii  poft  Conqnefium  quarto,  liierata  in  Canceilariam  fir 
Jlcnricom  de  Eieoftowe,  Clencum  ParUmnenti. 

«  Rymer'%  Fad,  Tom.  IV.  p.  476,  S|jM  a^o  a  Copf  of  thcfe  Article* 
\f^  Kpyff>^^i  col*  1556a 
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Hiat  four  fiifliops,  four  Earls,  and  fix  Barons  (hould 
remain  with  the  King  to  advife  him,  and  that  four 
ihould  ftill  be  with  him,  viz.  one  Bifhop,  one  £arU 
two  Barons  at  leaft,  and  that  no  gteat  Bufinefs  fliould 
be  done  without  their  Aflent ;  ai&r  which  Parliament 
the  (aid  Roger  not  havineRegard  to  che  faid  Aflent^ 
ufurped  to  himfelf  Royal  Power,  and  the  Government 
of  the  Realm,  above  the  State  of  the  King,  and  put 
out  and  place»l  Officers  in  the  King's  Houfe,  and  other 
where  throughout  the  Kingdom,  at  his  Pleafure,  fuch 
as  were  oi  his  Party,  and  fct  John  Wayward  and  others 
about  the  King,  to  obferve  his  Adions  and  Words  ; 
fo  as  he  was  encompafled  by  his  Enemies^  that  he 
could  do  nothing  as  he  would,  but  only  as  a  Man 
under  Guard  or  Reftraint. 

II.  *  Whereas  the  King's  Father  was  at  Kemlwortb^ 
by  Order  and  Aflenc  of  the  Peers  of  the  Land,  to  ftay 
there  for  hi<;  Eafe,  and  to  be  ferved  as  fuch  a  great 
Perfon  ought  to  be ;  the  faid  Roger^  by  his  ufurped 
Power,  which  he  exercifcd  over  him  at  his  Pleafure^ 
ordered  thjt  he  (hould  be  frnt  to  BerJ^ley. CzAlc^  where^ 
by  him  and  his  Confedeiaces,  he  was  traiteroufly,  felo- 
nioufly,  and  falfly  murdcied  and  killed. 

III.  *  The  faid  Roger^  by  his  ufurped  Royal  Power, 
forbad,  by  the  King's  Writ  under  the  Great  Seal, 
That  any  ihould  come  to  the  Parliament  at  Salijbury 
with  Force  and  Arms,  under  Pain  of  forfeiting  what- 
ever they  had  to  the  King  ;  yet  thither  he  came,  with 
others  of  his  Party,  with  Force  and  Arms  to  tiie  faid 
Parliament,  contrary  to  the  Prohibition  aforefaid  ; 
wherefore  divers  Peers  of  the  Land,  as  the  Earl  of 
Lancaftcr  and  others,  knowing  the  Manner  of  bis 
coming,  would  not  be  there :  And  whereas  the  Pre- 
lates were  aiTembled  in  one  Houfe,  to  confult  about 
the  BuHnefs  of  the  King  and  Realm,  the  faid  Rt^gtr 
broke  open  the  Doors  of  the  faid  Houfe  with  armed 
Men,  upon  the  Prelates,  and  threatened  them  with 
Life  and  Member,  if  any  of  them  (hould  be  fo  hardy 
as  to  fpeak  or  do  any  Thing  contrary  to  his  Pleafure  in 
any  Point.  And  in  the  fame  Parliament,  by  the  faid 
ufurped  Power,  hecaufed  the  King  to  make  him  Harl 
of  Marchj  and  to  give  him  and  his  Heirs  feveral  Lands 
io  Oilberifoo  of  the  Crown  -,  and  afterwahis  the  faid 
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R$gir^  and  thofe  of  hit  Party,  fed  the  King  armedl^^^'Mri'lU* 
againft  the  Earl  of  Lancaftgr^  and  other  Peers  of  the 
Land,  as  far  as  Wincbifitr^  when  they  were  coming 
to  the  Parliament  at  Salifiurf^  fo  that  the  £arl  and 
other  Peers,  to  avoid  the  Evils  that  might  have  hap- 
pened, out  of  Regard  to  the  King,  departed  and  went 
toward  their  own  Countries,  grieving  that  they  could 
not  fpeak  with,  or  advife,  their  Liege  Lord  at  diey 
ousht  to  do. 

IV.  <  The  faid  R»gir^  by  the  faid  ufurped  Power,  can-     [  204  ] 
fed  the  King  to  march  forcibly  againft  the  faid  £arl» 

and  other  Peers  of  the  Land,  who  were  appointed  to 
be  with  the  King  to  advife  him ;  and  fo  profecuted  them 
with  Force,  that  the  faid  Earl  and  fome  others  of  his 
Company,  that  wifhed  well  to  the  Kingdom,  fubmit- 
ted  to  the  King's  Grace,  faving  to  them  Life  and  Mem* 
ber,  and  that  they  might  not  be  difinherited,  nor  have 
too  great  a  Fine  fet  upon  them ;  yet  he  caufed  them  to 
be  fined  (o  grievoufly,  that  half  their  Lands,  if  fold  out* 
right,  would  only  pay  it  y  and  others  he  caufed  to  be 
driven  out  of  the  Nation,  and  their  Lands  to  be  feized^ 
againft  the  Form  of  the  Great  Charter^  and  Law  of  Ae 
Land. 

V.  •  Whereas  the  faid  Roger  knew  well  the  King's 
Father  was  dead  and  buried,  he,  by  others  of  his  Party^ 
in  deceivable  Manner,  informed  the  Earl  of  Kitit  that 
he  was  alive  ;  wherefore  the  Earl,  being  defirous  to 
know  whether  it  was  fo  or  not,  ufcd  ail  the  good 
Ways  he  could  to  difcover  the  Truth,  and  fo  long, 
till  the  faid  Rogery  by  his  ufurped  Royal  Power,  caufed 
him  to  be  apprehended  in  the  Parliament  holden  at 
ff^minfter^  and  fo  purfued  him,  as  in  that  Parliament 
be  procured  his  Death. 

VI.  '  The  faid  Rogir^  by  his  ufurped  Royal  Power, 
caufed  the  King  to  give  to  him  and  his  Children,  and 
Confederates,  Cafties,  Towns,  Manors,  and  Fren- 
ch ifes  in  England^  Ireland^  and  IVaUs^  in  Decreafeof 
the  Revenues  of  the  Crown. 

Vil.  *  The  faid  Roger ^  in  deceivable  Manner,  caufed 
the  Knights  of  Shires,  at  the  Parliament  at  IVlncheftery 
to  grant  to  the  King  one  Man  at  Arms  out  of  every 
Town  of  England^  that  anfwered  in  the  Court  of  the 
Eyre  by  fuur  Aie:i,  auJ  the  Piovoft,  (/.  e.  the  Rieve 

or 
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or  Bailiff  of  the  Lord  of  the  Manor)  to  fenre  ^t  dieiir 
own  Coft,  for  a  Year  in  his  War  in  Gafcoiguy ;  which 
Charge  he  contrived  for  the  Advantage  of  hinkelf  and 
Party,  in  Deftrudion  of  the  Ptople. 

VIII.  '  The  (aid  Bjigtr^  by  hb  faid  tifurped  Royal 
Power,  caufed  Siuninons  td  be  feht  to  many  great 
Knights  and  others,  that  they  ihould  come  lo  the  King 
where-ever  he  f(ras ;  and  when  they  came,  he  caufed 
them  to  be  charged  to  prepare  themfdves  to  go  info 
Gafcoignj^  or  nne  at  his  Pkafure ;  Which  Fines  were 
for  tht  B(niefit  of  him  and  his  Party. 

IX.  ^  The  faid  Rogir^  falfly  ana  malicibufly,  made 
Difcord  between  the  Kine's  Father  and  his  Queen  ; 
and  pofleffed  her,  that  if  &e  went  to  him  ihe  fhould 
certainly  be  lulled  with  a  Dagger,  or  otherwife  mui:* 
dered ;  and  by  this  Way,  anobis  other  Subtilties,  fie 
fo  ordered  it,  that  (he  would  not  come  to  her  Lie^ 
Lord  and  King,  to  the  great  DKhonbur  of  her  Son 
and  Self,  and  great  Damage  of  the  whole  Realm,  per- 
chance, in  Time  to  come,  which  Ood  forbid. 

X.  •  The  faid  Roger ^hy  his  faid  ufiirped  Royal  PdweVt 
had  caufed  to  be  taken,  for  him  an4  his  Party,  the 
King's  Treafure,  as  much  as  he  pleafed,  without  TsJe^ 
in  Money  and  Jewels,  in  Deftrudion  of  the  King,  fo 
that  be  had  not  wherewithal  to  pay  for  his  Viduals. 

XL  «  Thp  faid  Rcger^  by  the  faid  ufurped  Powrfr, 
caufed  to  be  ihared  between  him  and  his  Confederates 
the  twenty  thoufand  Marks  which  came  out  of  Scotland 
for  the  Articles  of  Peace,  without  any  Thing  receivhi 
by  the  Kmg; 

All. «  The  faid  Rogir^  by  his  above- menti(>ned  Ro^ 
Power,  received  the  King's  Duties  and  Purv£yanco 
through  the  Kingdom,  as  if  he  had  been  King  ;  and 
he  and  his  Party  had  with  them  double  the  Company  of 
Men  and  Horfe  that  were  with  the  King,  in  Defiriic- 
tion  of  the  Pe6ple,  not  paying  for  their  Quarters  ahy 
more  than  they  themfelves  pleafed. 

XIII.  •  The  faid  Roger^  by  his  faid  Royal  Pow^-^ 
caufed  the  King  to  grant  to  the  Amount  of  two  hundred 
Charters  of  Pardon  to  thofe  Irijh  Vfho  had  killed  die 
Great  Men  of  Ireland,  and  others,  who  were  in  the 
King's  Faith  i  Whereas  the  King  ou^  immediately 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


e^  fi  N  G  L  A  N  D.  2^3 

to  have  revenged  their  Deaths,  rather  than  pardon  K.2iccMf4/ltli 
them,  contrary  to  the  Statute  and  Aflent  of  Parliament  *• 
XIV.  *  The  faid  Rogit  contrived  to  have  deftroyed 
the  King's  iecret  Friends,  in  whom  he  had  moft  Con- 
fidence ;  and  he  furmifed  to  the  King,  in  the  Prefente 
of  the  Queen  his  Mother,  the  Bifliops  of  Lincoln  and  [  ao6-  ] 
Salijbury^  and.others  of  his  Council,  that  his  faid  fecret 
Friends  bad  excited  him  to  combine  urith  his  (the  fa1d 
Rgftr^s)  Enemies  beyond  Sea,  in  Deftru£Uon  to  the 
.Queen  his  Mother,  and  of  him  the  faid  Roger ;  and 
this  he  affirmed  fo  impudently  to  the  King,  that  he 
could  not  be  believed  againft  ¥^at  he  had  faid ;  and  for 
thefe  Things,  and  many  others,  not  as  yet  fit  to  be 
declared,  he  had  been  apprehended :  Wherefore  tjie 
King  charged  the  Earls  and  Barons,  the  Peers  of  the 
Land,  as  thefe  Things  concerned  himfelf",  themfelves, 
and  all  the  People  of  the  Realm,  to  do  right  and  true 
Judgment  upon  him  for  the  Crimes  above- written,  as 
being  notorious,  and- known  to  be  true,  to  themfelv.es 
and  all  the  People  of  the  Kingdom  ^/ 

Thefe  Articles,  though  fomcwbatlong,  are  here  gi- 
ven at  large,  becaufe  they  give  greater  Light  to  divers 
Tranfa^ons  in  the  three  nrft  Years  of  this  King's  Rei^, 
than  is  to  be  had  any  where  elfe. 

Then  the  Earis,  Barons,  and  Pecn,  having  exami- 
ned thefe  Articles,  came  into  Parliament  before  the 
King,  and  they  all  defivcr'd  their  Opinion,  by  one  of 
their  Body,  *  That  all  Things  contained  in  the  faid  Ar-      .       j^^^^ 

*  tides  were  notorious,  and  known  to  thcmfelves,  and  all^'^j^^^, 

*  the  People  j  wherefore  they,  as  Judges  in  Parliament, 
^  by  A&nt  of  the  Kin^^  did  award  and  judge  the  faid  Ro^ 

*  ger,  as  a  Traitor  and  Enemy  to  the  King  and  Kingdom* 
•  *  to  be  drawn  and  hang'd,  and  commanded  the  Earl  Ma- 

*  refchal  to  execute  the  Judgment,  and  the  Mayor,  Alder- 
^  fsen,  and  Sheriff  of  London^  with  the  Cpnftable  of  the 
^  Tower,  and  thofe  who  had  the  Guard  of  him,  to  be  aid- 

*  ingand  affiftingwith  the  Earl  Marefchal  at  the  Execu- 

*  tion;  which  was  performed  accordingly  on  the  29th  of 

November^ 
•  This  Article  it  moft  wretchedly  mangled  in  both  Dr.  BradfuknA  Mr. 

TyrreFt  TranflatioDs  )  in  the  Origin  1  it  is  as  ire  have  given  it. 

^  The  Original  iliys.  Item  le  A  Roger  twtfajfadaver  ■Oefiruyt  let  Nnr- 

Ti«  h  Roy,  &  eeux  fue  furent  fes  phs  Jetnic,  Otc.  Norrix.  muft  be  the 

feme  as  l^^ourijfe,  the  Kla(*«  Nurie  ^  bot  we  hive  not  odtventorod  to  traa^ 

iauit. 
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K.Biw0rd  Ul.<  NovmbiT^  I330t  at  a  Place  then  called  the  Ebkt^  ttH 

<  now  Tyburn^  the  third  Day  after  the  Meeting  of  this 
«  Parliament.'  His  Body,  after  it  had  hung  two  Days 
and  two  Nights,  was  granted  to  the  Fryars^^Minors,  who 
buried  it  in  their  Church,  now  called  Cbri/i  Church  K 

:  r  207  1        ^^>  ^^  ^%  ^  ^^*  Parliament  charged  the  Earb, 
^  Barons,  and  Peers,  to  give  risht  and  true  Judgment 

againft  Simon  de  Bertford^  Kni^t,  who  had  been  aiding 
and  advifing  with  Roger  M$rUm€r  in  all  the  Treaibm» 
Felonies,  Qc.  for  which  he  was, afterwards  adjudged  to 
.  die,  as  was  notorioufly  known  to  the  (aid  Peers ;  where- 
upon they  came  before  the  King  in  Parliament,  and  fiud 
all  with  one  Voice,  *  That  the  fatd  Simon  was  not  their 

*  Peer,  and  therefore  thev  were  not  bound  to  judge  him 

<  as  a  Peer  of  the  Lana :  But  fince  it  was  a  Thing  fo 
Us  tre  tlTo  fete-  ^  notorious,  and  known  to  all  that  he  was  advifing,  aid- 
tai  otben  of  bit*  ing,  and  affifting  the  faid  Rogtr  in  all  the  Felonies^ 
foa&dentef»     <  Treafons,  and  Villanies  afore&id,  which  were  to  the 

<  Ufurpation  of  Royal  Power,  the  Murder  of  their  Liege 

<  Lord,  and  Deftru^on  of  the  Royal  Blood  ;  and  that 
^  he  was  guilty  of  divers  other  Felonies  and  Robberies, 
/  and  a  principal  Maintaincr  of  Robbers  and  Felons, 
^  they,  as  Peers  and  Judges  of  Parliament,  by  AfTent  of 

*  the  King,  do  award  and  adjudge  him>  as  a  Traitor  and 

*  Enemy  to  th/i  Kine  and  Realm,  to  be  drawn  and 

*  hang'd  ;  and  the  EarlMareichal  was  commanded  to  do 

*  Execution ;'  which  was  alfo  done  on  Monday  next  after 
the  Feaft  of  St.  Thomas  the  Apoftle, 

But  it  appears  by  the  fame  Parliament  Roll,  that  it 
was  then  alfo  declared.  That  tho*  the  Lords  and  Peers 
in  Parliament  hadier  thi^Time,  in  the  King's  Prefen^, 
proceeded  as  Judges  to  give  Judgment  upon  tho/c  that 
were  no  Peers ;  yet  hereafter  this  mould  be  no  Precedent 
to  draw  them  to  give  Judgment  on  any  other  but  their 
Peers,  in  Cafes  of  Treafon  or  Felony. 

Then  the  Peers  proceeded  and  pafled  Judgment  upon 
the  principal  Adors  in  the  Murder  of  the  late  King  Ed^ 
tvardy  and  the  Death  of  Edmund  Earl  of  Kent ;  and«  for 
the  latter  of  thcfc,  Sir  John  Maltravers  being  found 
guilty  in  making  him  faliOy  to  believe  that  the  faid  King 

was 

J  FrtdiSf  Ro|»nsi  mt  Pr9difr  et  bumicui  Regit  it  ttepd^  diJirmBmsJk 
9t  fftjptnjut,  tertsi  KmI,  Septembris  efmj  Londoriiat ;  ityms  Cffmt  dmJmt 
Diehtis  et  l^offUms  mtdtm  peadehat  fufer  Fmrcau  Ddmie  tradhum  eft  C^rfmt 
Je^ri  tfmd  FrattCf  Miaoret  i4oadoB.    Knylbtm^  col.  «556« 
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irsis  alive,  the  laid  J^hn  was  fentenced  to  bp  drawn,  K.^Avon^lH^ 

hanged,  and  beheaded  as  a  Traitor,  when  and  where- 

ever  he  (hould  be  found  ;  and  the  Peers  prayed  the  King 

to  ifiue  forth  his  Proclamation,  That  anyone  who  could    [  208  ] 

take  him  alive,  and  bring  him  to  the  King,  Ihould  have 

a  thoufand  Marks ;  and  if  he  could  not  be  taken  alive, 

he  that  ihould  bring  his  Head,  ihould  have  five  hundred 

Founds  of  the  King's  Gift. 

But  it  feems  ftrange  that  this  Man,  who  is  reported 
^y  all  our  Hiftorians  to  be  as  much  concerned  as  any  in 
the  Murder  of  King  Edward^  ihould  not  be  how  con^ 
demned  for  that,  but  another  lefs  Crime ;  which  makes 
.jne  fuppofe,  fays  Tyrr//,  that  there  was  not  fuch  fuffi-* 
cient  Proof  maae  out  againil  him  of  that  Murder,  as  there 
was  of  the  other :  But,  notwithftanding  this  Price  which 
was  put  upon  his  Head,  it  is  certain  he  was  never  ta- 
ken, but  lived  a  baniib^  Man  in  Germany^  at  the  Time 
when  our  Author  wrote  his  Chronicle  ®. 

Further,  the  fame  Judgment  was  given  ^ainil  Bog9 
di  Bayoni  and  John  Dq^eril^  for  the  fame  Caufe,  and 
he  that  could  take  Bogo  alive,  and  bring  him  to  the 
KitiZy  ihould  have  a  hundred  Pounds ;  or  if  he  brought 
his  Head,  he  ihould  have  a  hundred  Marks ;  alfo  he  that 
could  take  Jobn  Daviril  alive,  and  bring  him  to  the 
King,  ihould  have  a  hundred  Marks,  or  if  he  could 
bring  his  Head,  he  (hould  have  forty  Pounds. 

The  fame  Judgment  was  given  likewife  againft  Tho^ 
nias  dt  Gurney  and  ff^iliiam  de  Ocle^  for  the  Death  of 
King  Edward^  *  That  they  had  falfly  and  traiteroufly 
*  murdered  him  ;'  and.he  that  could  take  Thomas  alive, 
was  to  have  a  hundred  Pounds ;  or  if  he  could  bring  his 
Head,  a  hundred  Marks :  He  that  could  bring  ff^iiliafn 
de  OcU  alive,  was  to  have  a  hundred  Marks,  or  for  his 
Jiead,  forty  Pounds. 

What  became  of  this  de  OcU  we  don*t  find,  but  as 
for  Gurmy^  he  was,  not  long  after,  feized  at  Marfeilles^ 
in  France^  and  being  put  on  board  a  Ship,  in  order  to 
be  brought  over  to  England^  was,  by  Order  of  the  Cap- 
tain, (who,  no  Doubt,  had  his  Orders)  beheaded  at  Sea  ; 
Jeftjif  he  arrived,he  fhould  accufefome Prelates  and  other 
<jreat  Men,  as  being  privy  in  confenting  to  the  fame 
"^Jfime. 

Vol.  I.  P  At 

e  AiU[L  de  Miiimcutb^  a/  hum  d»^ 
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K,Ed%Mrd  III.  At  the  Clofe  of  all  thcfc  Judgments  for  Death*  (^44 
18  another  Declaration  of  the  Peers,  *  That  they  fliould 
not  be  drawn  into  Confeouence,  nor  be  made  injuriou9 
to  their  Privileges  for  the  Time  to  come/  Amongft  the 
Pleas  of  the  Crown  in  this  Parliament  %  there  is  recorded 
the  Arraignment  of  the  Lord  Thomas  de  Bnieleyy  for 
the  Death  of  Edward  II.  to  this  EfFeS ;  For  that  the 
[  ^^  J  faid  King  was  committed  to  the  keeping  of  the  faid  Tho* 
mas  and  John  Maltravers^  in  the  Caftle  of  the  faid  Sir 
Thomas  at  Berkeley,  when  he  was  murdered  ;  the  faid 
Sir  Thomas  faith,  *  That,  at  the  Time  of  the  Death  of 
^  the  faid  King,  he  was  Tick  at  Bradelye,  without  the 
*  faid  Caflle,  and  knew  not  what  was  done  there,  nor 
,  *  wascohftnting  thereunto;*  and  thereupon  put  himfelf 
upon  his  Trial  by  twelve  Knights,  named  in  the  Re- 
cord, who  found  him  Not  guifty,  nor  that  he  fled,  or 
withdrew  himfelf  upon  it ;  but  fince  he  had  placed  un- 
d^r  him  Thomas  de  Gurney  and  William  de  Ode  to  keep 
the  King,  by  whom  he  was  murdered,  he  had  a  Day 
given  him  to  hear  his  Judgment  in  the  next  Parliament ; 
and,  in  the  mean  Time,  he  was  committed  to  Sir  Ralph 
JJevillj  Steward  of  the  King's  Houfhold. 

In  this  Parliament  Edward,  the  young  Earl  of  Kent^ 
ivas  alfo  ref^ored  to  his  Father's  Honours  and  Eftate,  as 
Jiath  been  already  o^ferved }  for,  being  encouraged  thro' 
the  Clemency  as  well  as  Juftice  (hewn  by  the  King  to 
Richard,  Son  of  the  late  Earl  of  Arundele,  he  alfo  prayed 
to  be  reftored  to  his  Blood,  Lands,  and  Goods,  feeing 
his  Father  was  put  to  Death,  not  being  tried  by  his  Peers, 
according  to  the  Great  Charter  and  the  Law  of  the  Land  ^ 
but  becaufe  the  Attainder  was  confirmed  by  Parliament 
at  Northampton,  he  mended  his  Petition,  and  prayed  to 
be  reftor'd  of  the  King's  meer  Grace;  which  was  granted 
accordingly.  ^ 

Alfo,  in  the  fame  Parliament,  the  Prelates,  Earls,  and 
Barons,  prayed  and  advifed  the  King  to  give  and  grant 
a  Thoufand  Pounds  per  Annum  to  Sir  William  Aionta" 
cute,  and  his  Heirs,  for  his  Service  in  taking  Roger 
Mortimer^  Earl  of  March^  and  his  Confederates,  with- 
out Bioodfhed  ;  a  Thoufand  Marks  whereof  was  to  be 
out  of  the  Lands  of  Mortimer,  And,  upon  the  like 
Prayer  and  Advice,  his  Affiftants,  viz.  Edward  Bohun 

had 

t  R9t.  Pdrl,  J,  R,  R.  Edw,  III.  4*. 
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)iad  four  hundred  Mzrks  per  Jnnum  to  him  and  his  Heirs ;  K.BdvfardlU^ 
Robert  de  Ufford  three  Hundred,  and  John  Nevill  two 
Hundred. 

The  reft  of  the  moft  confiderable  Tranfadions  of  this 
l^arliament  are.  That  fVilUam  Archbifliopof  yiri,5/r^i/» 
Biibop  of  London^  JVilUam  Abbot  of  Langdon^  tViiliam 
Lord  Zouch  of  Mortimer^  and  many  others,  who  had  L'  *'^  i  ". 
agreed  with  Edmund^  late  Earl  of  Kent ^  for  the  Deliveij 
of  the  late  King  Edward^  and  been  thereof  impeachecL 
were  now  wholly  acquitted,  and  fully  reftored  to  all 
their  Goods  and  Pofieifions. 

It  was  alfo  *  ordered.  That  thofe  who  had  taken  up 
Arms  with  Henry  Earl  of  Lancajler  at  Bedford^  in  which 
the  Mayor  and  Citizens  of  Lmdon  were  included,  or  ha4 
been  concerned  in  the  Matter  of  Edmund^  late  Earl  of 
Kent^  ihould  be  releafed  of  all  Fines  impofed  on  that 
Account ;  and  that  their  Lands,  which  were  therefore 
feized  into  the  King's  Hands,  fliould  be  reftored  with 
^be  Mefne-Profits,  Qc.  and  therefore  the  King  pardoned 
Henry  Earl  of  Lancajler^  and  all  thofe  who  took  Part 
with  him,  all  Fines  and  Ranfoms  whatfoever. 

And  farther,  we  find,  that  foon  after  the  News  of 
Mortimer^ %  Fall,  and  the  Knowledge  of  this  Pardon^ 
Thomas  Lord  Wahe^  Hugh  Lord  Audeley^  Henry  Lord 
Beaumonty  Sir  Thotnas  Rojfelin^  Sir  WtU'tam  Truffel^  Sir 
Thomas  JVithers^  and  the  reft  whom  Mortimer's  Power 
had  forced  bevond  the  Seas,  returned  from  France ^  and 
iverc  received  as  their  Loyalty  deferved  j  being  by  the 
King  freely  reftored  to  all  their  Lands  and  Pofleffions. 

But  before  we  take  Leave  of  this  Parliament  it  is  ne- 
ceflary  to  obferve.  That  there  was  an  Aft  ^  pafled  in  it 
for  the  holding  one  once  a- year,  or  oftener,  as  Occafioa 
required.  And  now  this  Parliament,  having  difpatched 
a  great  deal  of  Bufinefs  in  a  fliort  Time,  was  diflblved 
a  little  before  Chrijimas  ;  when  the  King  went  dowa 
into  the  Country  to  divert  himfclf,  and  kept  that  Fcftival 
at  rP'ells. 

"With  Mortimer  fell  alio  the  Queen-Mother's  Power  And  the  Queea- 
and  Authority  at  Court ;  and  tho'  we  find  nothing  in  Mother  made 
the  Records  of  this  Parliament  relating  to  her,  we  may^'j)^'*"  ^^ 
fuppofe  it  was  in  Refpeft  to  the  King,  who  dutifully 

P  2  declined 

B  Vide  Stat,  at  large  4  £</«;.  III.  cap.  xiv,    Thii  A€t  is  not  entered 
•n  thr  Rolls. 
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K,  Edward  III.  dcdin'd  calling  her  into  Qyeftton.  He  thought  proper 
however  to  confine  her  for  Life,  and  (he  continued  a 
State  Prifoner,  in  the  Caftle  of  'RifmgSj  near  London^ 
all  the  reft  of  her  Days  j  with  an  Allowance  of  three 
ihoufand  Pounds  a  Year  for  her  Maintenance. 

Anik)  Rejn!  5.       In  the  fifth  Year  of  this  King's  Reign  he  called  a  Par- 
i33«*        liaraent  at  Wejlminjter  to  meet  the  Day  after  MichatU 
At  Wefindnfitr.  niai-Day\  in  which  the  Biflipp  of  Winchijier^  Chancel- 
lor, declared  the  Caufe  of  the  Summons  to  be,  ^  Con- 

*  cenjing  the  Duchy  of  Guyenne  ^  and  the  King's  Pof- 
r  211  1  ^  feifions  beyond  Sea,  whether  Peace  ihould  be  made  or 
••         "■     *  other  Iflue  put  to  the  DifTentions  between  the  Kings  of 

*  England  and  France^  by  reafon  of  the  faid  Territories. 
^  As  alfo  about  Affairs  in  Inland^  concerning  the  King's 
^  going  thither,  to  ordain  how  Peace  might  be  the  beft 
<  kept  in  that  Nation/  It  was  agreed  that  the  King's 
Bofmefs  ihould  be  preferred  before  any  other. 

^  Upon'this  the  Chancellor  applied  himfelf  to  the  Pre- 
lates, Earls,  Barons,  and  other  Great  Men,  for  their 
Advice,  '  Whether  they  thought  it  beft  for  the  King 

*  to  proceed  by  Way  of  Procefs  of  War,  or  by  an  ami- 

*  cable  Treaty  with  the  King  of  Franct^  for  the  Refti- 

*  tution  of  Guyenne  ?'  The  Parliament  agreed  to  the 
laft,  as  the  leaft  dangerous  Wav  of  proceeding ;  and 
that  the  King  was  to  nominate  Commiffioners  tor  that 
Purpofe;  who  accordingly  named  the  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury^  the  Chancellor  and  Treafurer,  the  Bifhops 
of  Ely  and  Warcejhr^  the  Earls  Marefchal  and  Warren^ 
Sir  Henry  de  Beaumont^  Sir  Henry  de  Percy ^  Sir  Hugh 
de  Courtnayy  Sir  Geoffry  le  Scrope^  Sir  ff^tUiam  de  Herle^ 
Sir  John  de  Stonere^  and  Sir  John  de  Cantehrigg^  [Cam^ 
bridge"]  to  take  out  of  this  Number  whom  he  pleafed, 
to  be  fent  as  AmbafTadors  to  the  French  King,  in  order 
to  treat  of  a  Peace,  and  a  good  Agreement  between  them. 

As  to  Ireland^  it  was  refolved,  *  That  the  King  in  Per- 

*  fon  Ihould  go  thither ;  but,  to  prepare  his  Way,  a  cer- 
^  tain  Number  of  Forces,  under  able  Commanders,  fhou Id 

*  be  fent  before  him,  and  that  thofc  cfpecially  that  held 

*  any  Lands  there,  fliould  go  fpeedily  over  for  the  Dc- 

*  fence  of  that  Kingdom.'  Alfo  it  was  ordained,  '  That 

*  all  learned  Men  in  the  Law,  who  (hould  be  appointed 
^  as  Juffices,  ihould  by  no  Means  be  excufed  on  any 

Pre- 

l  Ducbet  de  Guyenne,    Rot.  Pari.  5  Edw*  III. 
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^  Pretence  whatfoever/    And  further,  it  was  orderti^^Sdwariim^ 

*  That  Search  fhould  be  made  into  his  Majefty 's  Records^ 
^  to  fee  what  Methods  had  been  formerly  taken  for  the 

*  civilizing  and  well-governing  the  People  of  Ireland. 

In  this  Parliament  Sir  Hugh  Difpenfer^  Grandfon  and  Sevenl  Pardoni 
Son  to  the  two  former  Hughs ^  put  to  Death  by  Queen  sifted* 
IfabilzxxiL  Mortimer^  having  obtained  the  King's  Pardon, 
for  valiantly  defending  his  Caftle  from  the  Queen,  was 
now  wholly  acquitted  of  that  Crime,  and  his  Bail  dif- 
chareed  ^.    Thomas  Lord  Berkeley^  who  was  alfo  acquit- 
ted laft  Year,  petitioned  to  have  his  Manuprrfors  dif- 
charged ;  and  it  was  done  accordingly.    Mr.  Barnes  ob- 
ferves,  That  it  was  the  Cuftom  in  tnofe  Days,  when  any   .[2123 
one  bad  been  tried  as  an  Offender  againft  the  King,  and 
was  acquitted,  or  had  his  Pardon,  yet  neverthelefs  he 
was  to  provide  twelve  of  his  Peers  to  be  Sureties  for  his 
forth-coming  during  the  King's  Pleafure.   The  Difcon- 
tinuance  of  which  Uuftom,  aidds  he,  has  been  too  ufe- 
ful  to  Traitors  in  our  Days  ^. 

It  was  here  alfo  moved  in  full  Parliament,  either,  fajrs 
our  Author,  in  Companion  of  Innocence,  or  becaufe  all 
their  Refentment  was  fatisfied  in  the  Execution  of  Mor^ 
timer^  that  the  King  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  ex- 
tend Tome  Favour  to  Edmund^  eldeft  Son  to  the  late  Earl 
of  March,  At  which  bold  Requeft  the  King  being  of- 
fended, as  imagining  that  they  petition'd  for  a  full  Refto* 
ration  of  his  Father's  Lands  and  (^onours,  alked  them 
with  fome  Emotion,  ^  What  they  would  have,  fince  his 

*  Father  had  been  murdered  by  the  Procurement  of  the 
« (aid  Earl  V  The  Parliament's  Anfwer  was,  *  That  they 

*  only  fpoke  in  the  young  Man's  Behalf  for  fome  certain 

*  Lands  entailed.'    To  which  the  King  replied,  *Tbat 

*  be  would  do  in  that  Matter  what  he  himfelf  thought 

*  fit.'  This  Severity  is  faid  to  have  broke  this  young 
Lord's  Heart ;  but  his  Son,  then  a  Child,  Was  refiored 
to  all  his  Grandfather's  Honours  and  PofTeffions,  three* 
and -twenty  Years  after,  by  thk  very  King. 

In  this  Parliament  it  was  agreed,  that  all  Feats  of  Arms, 
as  Jufts,  Turnaments,  Cffc.  (hould  be  forbid,  as  well  bv 
the  Juftices  as  others,  untiJl  the  King  and  his  Council 
£houid  otherwifc  appoint.  p  .  1^ 

c  The  Bones  of  his  Grandfather  and  Father  were  alfo  granted  to  him  to  be 
taken  down  and  buried  inChriftian  Burial.    Fctd,  Ang*  Tooit  IV.  p*  461* 
4  Barnei'%  £dw.  111.  />.  63.    Icmp.  Car.  11. 
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IL.Edvfvdm.     Alfo  that  Ifabelj  the  Queen- Mother,  fliould  have 

} ready  three  thoufand  Pounds,  in  Rents  and  Lands,  al* 
owed  her  for  her  Maintenance. 

And  that  none  of  the  Eftates  in  Parliament  fhould  re- 
tain, fuftain,  or  avow  any  Felon,  or.  other  commoa 
Breaker  of  the  Law.     Alfo, 

It  was  enadled,  That  no  Purveyance  of  Viftual  (hould 
be  made,  but  for  the  King,  Queen,  and  Royal  Family, 
and  that  by  good  Warrant  and  ready  Payment  •. 

An  Ordinance  was  made  to  regulate  the  current  Coin 
of  the  Kingdom,  which  had  been  counterfeited  abroadf 
and  was  imported  by  foreign  Merchants. 

Laftly,  it  was  agreed  by  the  King  and  his  whole  Par- 
liament, That  the  Bifhop  of  London  fhould  refide  near 
the  King  till  the  Meeting  of  the  next  Parliament,  in 
order  to  advife  for  the  beft,  along  with  the  Chancellor, 
Treafurer,  and  others. 

The  Neceffity  of  the  King's  Affairs  obKging  him  td 

have  frequent  Parliaments,  another  was  fummoned  by 

L  *'3  J     Writ  to  meet  at  Weftminjlir^  March  12, 13325  reciting 

Anno  Regni  6.  in  the  Summons  the  King's  Reafons  for  calling  them. 

133**       Where,  that  we  may  fee,  fays  Jojhua  Barnes^  (who  we 

Ht  Wefiwdvjitr.  find  had  diligently  fearched  into,  and  examined,  all  the 

Records  of  this  Reign)  what  prudent  Care  was  then 

taken,  by  thefe  auguft  Aflemblies,  that  their  Debates 

ihould  not  be  awed  by  Fear,  or  difturbed  by  Tumults, 

it  was  firft,  by  the  King's  Order,  proclaimed,  *  That  no 

<  Man,  upon  Pain  of  forfeiting  all  his  Subftance,  fhould 

*  prefume  to  ufe  or  wear  any  Coat  of  Metal,  or  other 

*  Weapon  ofFenfive  or  defenfive,  in  London^  Wiftminjliry 

*  or  the  Suburbs  of  the  fame  ^ :  And  alfo  that,  during 

*  the  Time  of  this  Seffion,  no  Games,  or  other  Plays,  of 

*  Men,  Women,  or  Children,  fhould  be  ufed  in  Weft- 

*  minjiery  to  the  Didurbance  of  the  Parliament/  Here 
alfo,  adds  he,  we  fhali  mention  the  laudable  Cuflom  of 
Parliaments  in  thofe  Days,  whereby  certain  Commiitecs 
were  appointed  not  only  to  be  Receivers,  but  alfo  Tryers 
of  Petiiions,  who  were  to  inquire  of  the  Matter  of  FaA 
cxprefled  in  the  Petition ;  that  fo  it  might  be  cleared  and 
rightly  ftated  before  it  came  to  be  debated  in  full  Parlia- 
ment ; 

«  Barnti%  EJiv.  III.  p.  64.  Set  Statutes  at  large.  An.  Keg,  5  Edw.  Ill, 
^  The  Arms  prohilifcd  wci^  Coats  of  Mail,  Haubcrgcoas,  SwordSj  cr 
long  Knives,    Rot.  FarU  6  Edw,  HI,  N«>,  3, 
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jnent!  But  of  this  we  have  more  largely  treated  in  iJ^Mimrdiiu 
former  Reign. 

At  the  Meeting  of  this  Parliament  the  Chancellor 
opened  the  Seffion  with  a  Speech  in  the  Nature  of  a  Ser- 
mon s,  more  fully  declaring  the  King's  Reafons  for  call- 
ing them :  The  Purport  of  which  was  to  acquaint  them. 
That  his  Majefty  had  received  a  Meflage  that  the 
King  of  France  J  with  many  other  Kings  and  Princes,  ' 
having  appointed  to  go  to  the  Holy  Landy  in  the  V^^-  Edwird\xi^\te4^ 
ient  Month  of  Marcb^  they  much  defired  the  Company  by  the  King  of 
of  the  King  of  England^  for  the  better  ftrengthening^'^^'^'j  J*  ^'^ 
themfelves  againft  the  common  Enemy  of  Chriften-        *** 
dom ;  the  King  therefore  defired  the  Advice  of  this 
Parliament,  whether  it  was  proper  to  accompany  them 
in  this  Expedition  or  not.*  Then  Sir  Geoffrey  Scrope  of  ^ 
Jldajham^  in  the  King's  Prefence,  and  at  his  Command,  ^ 
declared  further,  *  That  this  Meeting  was  called  as  well 
to  redrefs  the  Breaches  of  his  Laws  and  his  Peace,  as 
for  the  Voyage  to  the  Holy  Land :  That  the  King  was 
informed,   and  it  was  notorious  to  all,  that  divers 
People,  defying  the  Law,  were  gathered  together  in 

treat  Companies,  to  the  Deftru£Hon  of  the  King's  [  214  I 
ubje&s,  the  People  of  Holy  Church,  and  the  King's 
Juftices ;  taking  and  detaining  (bme  of  them  in  PrlTon, 
untiU,  to  fave  their  Lives,  they  had  received  great 
Fines  and  Ranfoms,  at  the  Pleafure  of  the  Evil-doers; 
putting  fome  to  Death,  robbing  others  of  their  Goods 
and  Chattels,  and  doing  other  Mifchiefs  and  Felonies.* 
Therefore  be  the  faid  Sir  Geoff'ry^  on  Behalf  of  the  King, 
charged  the  Prelates,  Earls,  Barons,  and  others,  there 
aflembled,  on  their  Faith  and  Allegiance,  ^  That  they 

*  fhould  advife  him,  firft,  concerning  his  Voyage  to  the 
^  Holy  Landy  which  he  very  much  defired  to  undertake  ; 
^  as  alfo  how  the  Peace  might  be  kept,  and  how  thefe 
^  Rioters  might  be  chaftifed  and  retrained  from  their 

*  Wickednefs.' 

After  thefc  Speeches  were  ended,  the  Archbilhop  of 
Canterbury  ftood  up  and  faid,  *  That  it  did  not  properly 

*  belong  to  their  Funftion  to  be  prefent  at  criminal  De- 

*  bates ;'  and,  with  a  Provifo  of  referving  their  Rights 
ftill  to  themfelves  and  Succeflbrs,  withdrew,  with  the 
ProiSors  of  the  Clergy,  to  confult  by  themfelves.     The 

*  Earls, 

S  En  Fwrmc  de  Predicacion* 
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X.  Edward  W.  Earls,  Barons 5  and  odier  GrandeeSf  confutted  alfo  apari^ 
and  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Commons  apart>  they  at 
that  Time  having  no  particular  Speaker. 

The  Refult  of  thefe  feparate  Confiiltations  was,  that 

the  Lords  and  Great  Men  returned  into  the  King's  Pre- 

ience;  and,  by  the  Mouth  of  Sir  Hinry  Bioumont^  whom 

they  had  then  chofen  to  deliver  it,  declared  that  their 

f  th     Advice  to  the  King  was,  *  That  he  (hould  ordain  Ju- 

ieacclrfl  tp!    ^  ftices  in  every  County  of  the  Kingdom,  for  the  Con* 

pomtcd,  «  fcrvation  of  the  Peace  againft  Omnders,  with  Power 

*  to  punifh  and  reprefs  them  j  and,  further,  that  certain 

<  Officers  (hould  be  appointed  for  apprehending  Male- 

*  fadlors,  and.levying  the  Hue-and-Cry  **.*    Accordingly 
/      Commiffions  were  ifltied  out  to  the  Sheriffs,  and  beft 

Men  of  every  County,  to  apprehend  and  imprifon,  and 
raife  the  Poffe-Comitatus  againft  them,  and  caufe  them 
to  be  indidei^  and  puniflied  according  to  their  Deierts. 
The  Prelates  and  Clergy  had  drawn  up  a  Sentence  of 
Excommunication  againft  thefe  Makfadors,  which  waa 
agreed  to  by  the  King,  Earls,  Barons,  Knights  of  Shires, 
f  SI  c  1  ^"^  Commoners ',  and  ordered  to  be  pronounced  againft 
them  in  the  Church  of  St.  Pauly  London^  and  afterwards 
fent  to  ail  the  Bifliops  in  England^  to  be  publifhed  in 
their  refpe<9ive  Diocefes.  In  which  Sentence  were  in- 
cluded, <  All  thofe  who  difturbed  the  Peace  and  Quiet 

*  of  Holy  Church  and  the  Realm ;  efpecially  fuch  as 
^  made  Alliances  and  Aflbciations,  by  Covenants,  Obli- 

<  gations,  or  Confederacies ;  all  the  Receivers,  Favourers, 

*  or  Defenders  of  them  ;  and  all  fuch  Covenants,  Obli- 

<  gations.  Confederacies,  and  Alliances  were  declared 

<  void.'     To  which  the  Prelates  added,  «  That  if  any 

<  Oaths  had  been  taken  to  confirm  them,  they  alfo  were 
^  annulled  and  made  of  no  iLfkSt* 

Thefe 

k  Liv9r  Nu  et  Crie,    In  Orig* 

We  have  not  altered  the  Text  here,  as  it  raos  in  our  Urd  Edition,  but  w€ 
have  fince  found  that  TuiUces  of  Peace  were  naade  earlier  than  thii  nme, 
vt».  the  firft  of  this  King,  jfnno  1 327 :  For  in  the  Statutes  at  large  in  that 
Year,  chap.  rvi.  there  is  thit  Title,  PVbo  Jhall  be  ajfipntd  Jyfiices  ami 
Keepers  of  the  Peace :  And,  in  the  Body  of  the  AGt,  Tbe  King  wi/is  that,  im 
every  County,  good  and  laujul  Mtn,  nvbich  be  no  Maintatncrs  of  £vi/^  #r 
Marrettors  in  tie  Country,  fiall  be  afigncd  to  keep  tbe  Peace, 

See  alfo  Statute  4  Edwrd  III.  cap.  ii.     Statutes  at  Urge, 

i  Par  nofire  Seigneur  le  Roy,  Prelatz,  Ccuntes,  Barons,  et  outre  Grazt^ 
Chivaitrs  de  Covntets,  Centzi  de  dmnmne^  ^c%    la  Orig.  K^*  5* 
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Thefi: domeftic Difturbances  had  been  occafioned  }a^^EiwariiMj^ 
Defed  of  good  Government  during  the  King's  Mino- 
rity 5  by  which  a  great  many  bold,  diflblute  Fellows  had 
aflbciated  themfelves  in  great  Companies,  and,  keeping 
the  Woods  and  Forefts,  robb'd  all  that  pai^d  tbo^ 
Ways.  Their  Infolence  was  at  that  Time  growq  to  fuch 
a  Height,  that  they  took  Sir  Rthirt  mlkujMy^  th^ 
Lord  Chief  Juftice,  then  travelling  towards  Urantham^ 
to  put  the  Statute  of  Trail-Bajlon  in  Execution  againft 
fuch  Malefadors,  and  forced  him  not  only  to  pay  a  Kan- 
fom  for  his  Life,  but  to  fwear  never  to  difcover  them. 
However  he  complained  to  the  King  and  Parliament  of 
this  Villainy,  which  occafioned  the  foregoing  Regula-> 
tions  to  be  made. 

After  fettling  their  domeftic  Concerns,  this  Parliament 
went  upon  the  Confideration  of  foreign  Affairs ;  and  it 
was  unanimoufly  agreed.  That  the  Time  mention'd  bj 
the  French  King,  for  Edward  to  join  with  him  in 
Crufade,  was  too  fhort  for  that  Purpofe. 

Then  Sir  Geoffry  Scropey  by  the  King's  Command, 
told  them,  *  That  whereas,  in  the  laft  Parliament  at 

*  Weftminjiery  it  had  been  agreed  that  the  Differences  oii^ 

*  Foot  between  the  Kings  of  England  and  France^  con- 

*  ceming  the  Territories  bdyond  Sea,  fhould  be  recon- 

*  died  by  Treaty,  by  Way  of  Marriage,  or  by  fomc     j-      ,  ^ 

*  other  amicable  Manner  j  that  thereupon  the  King  had     *•  **    ^ 
^  fent  his  CommiiSoners  to  the  French  King,  who  had 

<  treated  with  them,  and  reported  back,  that  his  Maje* 

<  fiy  of  France  told  them,  that  if  It  pleafed  their  Matter 

*  to  come  pvcr  in  Perfon,  he  would  (hew  more  Favour 

*  to  him  than  to  any  other.  Wherefore  it  was  neceffary 
«  to  fend  fpeedily  to  the  faid  King,  and  for  this  £nd  the 
^  Advice  of  the  Parliament  was  demanded,  whether  the 

*  King  (hould  go  over  in  Perfon  or  not.'  The  Parliament 
confented  to  his  going,  in  Hopes  that  all  Obftacles  to* 
wards  an  Agreement  between  them  might  be  thereby  re- 
moved, and  much  Advantage  accrue  to  the  Realm.  They 
advifed  alfo,  that  the  Irijh  Expedition  might  be  poftponeci 
for  this  Year;  but  that  an  Army  (hould  be  fent  over  in- 
to that  Country. 

There  are  fame  Obfervations  which  muft  neccffarily 
be  made  on  the  Condudl  of  this  particular  Parliament, 
in  ord(?r  to  illuflrate  our  Hiftprical  Proceedings.     It  is 

re- 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


434  ^^  Parliamentary  HisTORr 

K,£rf«wifm.  remarkable  that  this  is  the  firft  Time  that  we  can  find 
that  the  Commons  ever  feparated  from  the  Lords  and 
made  a  diftind  Houfe  by  themfelves,  though  without  2 
Speaker.  Alfo  that  the  lower  Clergy  were  prcfent  at 
this  Parliament,  reprefented  by  their  Proftors,  fat  by 
themfelves,  the  Biihops  included,  and  not  with  the  Lay- 
.  Commons,  as  fome  Writers,  without  any  juft  Grounds, 
have  afferted.  It  feems  here,  likewife,  that  Jufticcs  of 
Peace,  fuch  as  we  have  at  this  Day  in  Power,  were  firft 
cftablilhed  *.  And  laftly,  that  tho*  this  Parliament  did 
not  fit  a  whole  Week,  yet  it  fbews  how  much  Bufinefs 
was  difpatched  in  a  few  Days,  when  all  Things  were 
drawn  up  and  ready  prepared  by  the  King  and  his  Coun- 
cil beforehand.  Yet,  tho'  the  King  gave  Leave  for  the 
Knights  of  Shires,  Citizens  and  Burgeflfes,  with  thofe  of 
the  fowcr  Clergy,  to  return  home,  he  ordered  the  Lord^ 
and  his  Counfellors  in  Parliament  to  tarry  longer,  to 
have  their  Advice  in  fome  other  Matters  of  great  Ma* 
ment  which  be  had  to  propofe  to  them. 

About  this  Period  an  Opportunity  offered  for  this  King 
£  ^17  ]     Edward  to  recover  all  in  Scotland  which  his  Father  hal 
loft.    Some  Englijh  Lords,  who  were  Borderers  to  that 
Kingdom,  judged  this  a  fit  Time  to  revenge  the  late  In- 
juries on  the  Scots y  bccaufe  David  Bruce  their  King  wai 
a  Minor,  and  their  two  great  Generals,  Douglas  and 
Randolfy  both  dead  :  Having  made  the  Lord  Baliol  their 
General,  they  firft  invaded,  and  then  carried  on  then: 
Conquefts  in  that  Kingdom  with  great  Succefs.     Thfe 
News  of  thefe  Exploits  had  not  yet  reached  England^ 
and  Edward  had  called  another  Parliament, to  meet  on 
Anno  Rcgm  6.  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  September  ^  at  IVeJlminfler,  the  fame  Year, 
where  the  Bifhop  of  JVi'ncheJier^  Lord -Chancellor,  de- 
At  Wejiminfier.  clarcd,  *  That  the  Caufe  of  their  meeting  was  about 

*  the  Affairs  of  Ireland y  and  the  King's  going  over  thcrfc 

*  in  Perfon  to  quell  the  Rebels,  who  had  done  great 

*  Mifchicfs  in  that  Country.'    The  Parliament  adjourn- 
ed to  Thurfday  following,  to  confider  of  this  Affair,  they 

•were  alarmed  with  fome  fuddenNevvs  out  of  the  North, 
which  made  them  fear  an  Invafion  from  the  Siots  \ 
whereupon  the  Lords  and  Commons  did  each,  by  their 

feveral 
i  Called  in  the  Record,  Gardeint  des  Ceuntecs,  pur  ie  Pees  garder,  et 
r Empej^hement  des  Malv^ys,  Sec. 

k  Lendemasn  dc  la  tJ^tivite  nctrc  Dame,  par  Jour  de  Melkcrdl  [^fec^e^t^ 
Jto/.  Ptfr/.  e'Edv.-.  111.  in  ThuIq. 
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feveral  Petitions,  advifc  and  requeft  the  King  not  to  goK.£^wtfr^iii. 
into  Irelaniy  but  to  fend  a  fufficient  Supply  of  Men  and 
Money,  whilft  himfelf  marched  a  ftrong  Army  towards 
the  North,  in  order  to  watch  the  Motions  of  the  Scots^ 
For  this  Expedition  the  King  had  a  Fifteenth  granted  a  Supply  gtant* 
him  of  all  the  Perfonal  Eftates  of  the  Prelates,  Lords,  ed  for  the  Reco- 
and  Knights  of  Shires ;  and  a  Tenth  of  the  Cities  and  ^^^^^•''•^ 
Boroughs  °  :  But  they  defired,  *  That  the  King  would 

*  pleafe  to  live  of  his  own,  without  grieving  his  Subjeds 

•  by  outragious  Prizes,  or  fuch-like  illegal  Taxations/ 
Hereupon  the  King  revoked  the  late  newCommiffion 
for  raifing  of  certain  Tallages  or  Cuftoms,  and  promifed 
from  henceforth  to  fettle  the  fame  according  to  the  old 
Kates,  and  in  fome  Hafte  broke  up  this  Parliament. 

Very  foon  after  this  Parliament  was  diflblved,  the 
King  removed  his  Court  to  York^  in  order  to  receive  the 
fpeedier  Account  of  the  Pofture  of  Affairs  in  Scotland. 
Here  it  was  that  he  met  the  agreeable  News  of  the  Sue* 
cefs  gained  by  the  Lords  aforefaid  ;  and  that  they  had 
aAually  gone  fo  far  as  to  bring  about  a  Revolution  in 
that  Kingdom,  and  to  crown  Baiiol  King  of  Scotand  at 
Scoon.  Edward^  upon  tjiis,  immediately  fummoned  a 
new  Parliament  to  meet  at  Tork^  a  few  Days  before  the  L  ^'^  J 
Feaft  of  St.  Michael'^  but  they  did  not  meet  till  the 
ad  of  December  following  ".     We  find  that  Sir  Geof- 

m  In  a  marginal  Note  in  our  Copy  of  the  Records  is  put,  Le  15016  de 
fa  Cmmumiauti  et  le  lome  de  Citeyg  et  Bourgt,  a  Caufi  que  le  Mercbandt  et 
Cent  de  meftier  font  riches  en  Argent, 

n  The  K.ing*$  Letter  to  the  Archbifhops,  Bi/hops,  &c.  appointing  cer- 
tain Peribns  to  open  this  Parliament  In  his  Stead,  is  as  follows  : 

Rex  Archiefifcobist  Epijcopit^  Abbatibui^  Prioribu$f  Comitibus,  BaronU 
iuSp  MiluibuSf  &  omnibus  aliis,  ad  injians  Parliamentum  nofirum  fummo" 
n/tutn,  conventuriSf  falutem, 

^ula  propter  dliquas  certas  Caufas  fumus  ad  frafens  prapediti,  quominus, 
ifia  bit  Veneris,  apud  locum  preedtSlum  perjonaliter  auedert  valeamuf, 
I<os, 

DeCircumfpeSionis  &  Induflria  Magnitudine  dih^orum  &  fdclium  no- 
fir  orum  Venerabilis  Patris  W,  Eborum  Arcbiepifcopi^  Anglia?  Primatis, 
■Magiftri  Roberti  dc  Stratford,  fif  Galfridi  le  Scrope,  plenam  Fidudam  ob^ 
titientesi  eis,  &  duobus  eorum,  ad  incboandum.  Nomine  noflro,  Parlia- 
mentum pradiBum^  &  ad  faciendum  ea  qua  pro  nobis  ^  per  nos  facienda 
faerinty  ufque  Adventum  nofirum  ibidem^  plenam  tenore  Precfentium  commit-^ 
ttm*ts  Poiejlatem, 

Et  ideo  vcbis  mandamus  quo  eijdem  Architpifcepo^  Roberto  ^  GalfriJo, 
^  duobus  eorum,  intendintes  fitis  in  Pntmij/is  in  Fcrma  pra:d:cla. 
In  ci/jus.  C^c, 

^ifte  Rege  tf^tf</Knarcibargh,  primo  Die  Dccembris. 

Per  Breve  di  Privato  i>t^iilo, 
lad,  Ang.  Tern  IV.  p.  539* 
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K*MJmardm.fry  Scropi  was  again  the  King's  Prolocutor  on  this  Oc- 
cafion ;  and  declared  the  Reafon  of  that  Meeting  was, 
^  That  the  King  having  lately  underftood  that  the  Lord 
^  Baliol  had  caufed  himfelf  to  be  proclaimed  King  of 
^  Scotland^  and  that  the  Truce  with  David  Bruci  was 

*  newly  expired,  he  demanded  their  Advice  whether  he 
^  (hould  fall  upon  Scotland^  in  his  own  Name,  and  claim 

*  the  Dominion  thereof  as  his  own  Right ;  or  elfe,  bjr 

*  joining  with  King  Baliol^  ihould  take  the  Advantage 

*  of  recovering  the  Homage  and  Services  his  Anceftors 

*  had  enjoyed/  But  becaufe  great  Part  of  the  Prelates 
and  Clergy  were  abfent,  nothing  was  then  refolved  on, 
but  the  Parliament  was  adjourned  to  the  O^ves  of  St* 
Hilary^  or  the  5th  of  January  following;  the  King 
being  obliged  to  fend  out  freih  Summons,  ftriftly  en- 
joining all  Perfons  to  attend,  and  to  delay  no  longer,  or 
hinder,  the  King's  weighty  Affairs  on  any  Pretence 
whatfoever. 

The  Parliament  ^^^^  laft  Difappointment  was  entirely  owing  to  Spi* 
adjourned,  on  ritual  Pride ;  the  two  Archbiihops  difputed  about  bear- 
Account  of  a  jng  of  their  CrofTes  in  each  other's  Province*  Canter* 
IheCoA^"*"^'  and  all  his  Clergy  refufed  to  come  thither,  becaufe 
yiliops.  the  Metropolitan  of  Tori  claimed  to  bear  his  Crofs  equal 

r  2iq  1  ^*^^  *^^  other  in  his  own  Diocefe.  This  Obftinacy  in 
the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  loft  the  King  a  fine  Op- 
portunity of  marchine  his  Forces  againft  Scotland;  be- 
fides  the  Indignity  offered  to  the  King  himfelf,  and  the 
infupportable  Trouble  and  Expence  which  muft  accrue 
to  the  whole  Kingdom  by  a  new  Meeting. 

However,  at  the  Time  of  Adjournment,  all  appeared  ; 
and  on  the  firft  Day  of  their  Sitting  Command  was  given 
to  the  Mayor  of  Tork^  in  Prefcnce  of  the  King  and  all 
his  Parliament,  to  fee  the  King's  Peace  kept  in  the  faid 
City  and  Suburbs  thereof,  and  to  arreft  all  that  ofFende4 
againft  it :  Alfo  Proclamation  was  made  againft  Wea- 
pons and  Plays,  by  the  Steward  and  Marefchal,  before 
the  Houfc  where  the  Parliament  fat,  and  by  the  Mayor 
and  Bailiffs  in  the  City. 

After  all  this  Formality,  our  Records  are  fliort  as  to 
any  notable  TranfacSlions  of  this  Parliament.  They  only 
acquaint  us  that  Sir  Gecffry  Scrap e^  by  the  King's  Com- 
mand, declared  to  the  whole  Aflembly  the  Circumftances 
of  the  tvyo  laft  Meetings,  and  chat  the  Affairs  then  treated 

of 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


e^   E  N  G  L  A  N  D.  237 

^r  were  left  to  a  Committee,  of  which  the  Biihop  offFin-  K«  Kdxoard  UU 

thfjier  was  Chief:  And  two  Days  after  the  faid  Bilhop, 

from  the  Committee,  declared.  That  he  and  they  had 

Confulted  about  the  King's  Claim  in  Scotland;  but,  be« 

caufe  it  was  a  Matter  of  great  Confequence,  they  had 

not  come  to  any  Refolution  about  it,  only  that  thejr 

Wiihed  the  King  would  take  the  Advice  of  the  Pope  and 

the  French  King  for  his  better  proceeding  therein:  So, 

after  having  appointed  Wardens  of  the  North  Marches, 

the  King  diffolved  this  Parliament  «. 

Some  Chronicles  tell  us  that  the  Lord  Beaumonty  the 
Earl  of  AtboUy  and  feveral  other  Lords,  who  had  been 
engaged  with  King  Baliol  in  the  Scots  Affair,  appeared 
at  it,  being  fent  by  the  faid  King  to  u(e  all  their  Intereft 
to  engage  Edward  and  the  Parliament  to  declare  in  his 
Favour.  At  the  lame  Time  came  certain  Envoys  from 
King  David  Bruce j  •  to  befeech  the  King  that  he  would 
^  give  no  AfEftance  to  his  Enemy ;  but  rather  to  aid  him, 
'  who  was  his  Brother-in-Law  and  Ally,  with  whom  alf^ 

*  be  was  then  at  Amity/ 

'  It  does  not  appear  that  any  direA  Anfwer  was  |iven  to 
either  of  thefe  Petitions;  it  is  only  faid  that  the  King  was 
advifed  *  not  to  zA  againft  his  own  Subjeds,  who  had  loft 

*  all  their  Eftates  in  Scotland  by  the  late  Articles  of  Peace, 

*  and  who  had  taken  up  Arms  only  to  regain  them  ^. 

It  may  readily  be  imagined,  by  the  Confequcnces  of 
Affairs,  that  the  Politics  of  thofe  Times  inclined  the 
King  to  take  this  Advice:  For  though  he  religioufly  kept 
the  late  Treaty  with  Scotland  on  his  own  Part,  yet  no 
fooner  was  the  four  Years  Truce  expired,  but  he  fent 
Ambafladors  to  Davidj  the  young  King,  demanding  a     -  . 

Reftitution  of  Berwick^  and  that  he  fhould  come  and  do      »•  **^  J 
his  Homage  to  the  King  of  England.    This  being  utterly 
denied  by  David  and  his  Nobility,  they  declared  War 
againft  the  Scots^  and,  according  to  their  Inftrudlions, 
defied  their  King. 

For  the  more  efFcftual  carrying  on  of  this  War, 
Edward  had  fummoned  a  Parliament  to  meet  at  IVi,  AnnoRcgni  7, 
about  the  Beginning  of  March  1333  *.     Here  he  ac-        U33' 

acquainted      At  Tork. 

g  Et  que  U  Rci  voiolf  prendre  lavit  du  Tape  et  auxint  du  Rot  dt  Frauncc, 
4?f,     Rot.  Par.  6  Edwiud  111. 
I»  Tyrrel,  BarnfSt  and  Brady, 
*  On  Monday  iu  the  fccond  Week  o(  Lenf,    JFafffihetm,  p.  135. 
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K.  BdwardllhcfcaXnttA  them  with  his  Defkn  of  marching  diretUy  \nt<% 
Scotland  in  Perfon,  to  affift  King  Baliol^  and  reduce  £rr-^ 
«;/Vi  to  his  Obedience ;  which  the  whole  Aflembly  rea- 
dily agreed  to.     They  gave  their  Opinion,  *  That  the 

*  King  could  no  longer,  with  Honour,  put  up  the  Wrongs 
^  and  Injuries  daily  done  to  him  and  his  Subjeds  by  the 

*  Scots ;  and  therefore  they  humbly  advifed  his  Majefty 

*  to  provide  fuch  Force  of  Men  and  Arms  as  might  not 

*  only  reduce  Berwick. to  his  Obedience,  but  alfo  compel 

*  the  King  of  Scots  to  feek  his  Peace,  by  rendering  unto 

*  him  the  accuftomed  Homage  for  that  Kingdom :  And 

*  in  this  Enterprize  they  all  promifed  to  affift  him  iit 

*  Purfe  and  Perfon/ 

To  this  Parliament  King  Baliol  had  been  fummoned^ 
as  holding  of  Edward  \  but  he  underftanding  that  his 
Enemies  had  laid  Wait  for  him  in  his  Journey,  durft  not 
f:ome ;  but  fent  a  fufHcient  Excufe  by  the  Lord  Beau^ 
tnont  and  others,  declaring  the  Reafons  of  his  Non-» 
Appearance  at  that  Time :  The  Apology  was  accepted 
by  the  King  and  Parliament  ^. 

We  fliall  refer  our  Readers  to  Mr.  Barneses  Hiftory 
^«i/^i/ regain-  ^f  ^*^'»?  King's  Reign,  and  the  more  general  Englifi 
cd,  and  King    HiAorians,  for  the  Progrefs  of  this  War.   We  need  only 
Maiiot  doe»  Ho-  f^y  (haj  Edward  (urpzff^d  his  Grandfather  in  theRapi- 
•agetofi^wW.  jj^y  of  his  Conquefts ;  for  in  a  v«ry  fhort  Time  he  had 
over-run  all  Scotlandy  and  foon  after  received  Bailor z 
Homage  to  him,  in  a  Parliament  at  Edinburgh^  as  Sove- 
reign Lord  of  that  Kingdom. 

Anno  Regni  t,      Edward^  at  his  Return  into  England^  held  another 

Ai^ork       Parliament  at  York^  which  had  been  fummoncd  to  meet 

there  February  21,  1334  *.     The  chief  Matters  there 

X  ^^^  3     enafled  were,  *  That  the  Great  Charter  and  the  Foreft 

'  Liberties,  and  other  good  Statutes,  (bould  be  duly 

*  obferved ;    and  what  Ciaufes  therein  were  obfcure 

*  (hould,  by  good  Advice,  be  explained  :  That  there  be 

*  one  Juftice  of  the  Peace  appointed  in  every  County^ 
^  who  (hould  a(Sl  as  Chief:  That  no  Pardon  be  granted 

^  to 

k  Neither  this  Parliament  or  the  next  are  entered  on  the  Rolls  5  at  lea  ft 
they  arc  not  in  Lord  ff'eymoutFs  Copv  of  them.  There  arc  a  few  bUnk 
Pa^ci  left  betwixt  the  End  of  the  Parliament  ^«.  Reg,  6  to  13,  which 
fccms  as  if  they  were  dcfigncd  for  Infcrtion :  However,  in  Cor/en's  Akridfr^' 
ment  of  the  Rclh^  there  is  an  Abflraft  of  the  Pailiamojt  8  Edxeardlil^ 
from  whence  we  copy  our  Account  of  it. 

1  Rot.  Par.  %Edicjrdl\U 
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*  to-tny  Outlaw,  by  any  fuggeftlve  Means,  but  only K« £^0^1^  lll< 

*  by  Parliament:  That  all  Men  may  have  their  Writs 

*  out  of  Chancery  for  only  the  Fees  of  the  Seal,  with* 

*  oiit  any  Fine>  according  to  the  Great  Charter  and  this 

*  Maxim> 

Nulls  Vindemus  Jufliciam^ 

Anfwer.  Such  as  be  of  Courfi  Jhall  continue  fo^  anit 
fuch  as  be  of  Grace ^  the  King  will  command  the  Chancellor 
to  be  gracious. 

*  That  Bigamy  (hall  only  be  tried  in  a  Court  Chri- 

*  ftian :  That  Remedy  be  had  againft  all  Oppreffions  of 

*  the  Clergy  for  Probata  of  Wills,  and  Citations  for  ^ 
•Trifles.' 

Anfwer.  The  King  will  herein  do  his  heji^  and  charges 
the  Bijhops  to  do  the  like. 

There  were  alfo  feveral  other  A£ls  made  in  this  Par- 
liament °. 

In  the  fame  Year,  after  a  gl-eat  Council  held  at  Not" 
ttngham^  a  Parliament  was  fummoned  to  meet  at  Tye/i"  ^^  PTe/fmiiMe^ 
tninjler^  on  the  Exaltation  of  Holy  Crofs^  or  the  14th  of 
September  ".     The  Choice  of  this  Feftival  almoft  de- 
clared the  Occafion  of  the  Summons ;  which  was,  ^  That 

*  the  King  being  thereunto  invited  by  his  Coufin,  the 

*  Duke  of  Bretaign^  who  came  lately  on  an  Embafly 

*  from  France^  had  formed  a  Refolution  to  take  a  Voy- 

*  age  with  his  Brother  of  France^  and  other  Chriftiarr 

*  Princes,  to  the  Holy  Land,     He  told  them  the  Reafoiif 

*  he  had  not  anfwered  King  Fhilip  before,  when  he  ap- 

*  plied  to  him  for  this  Expedition,  was,  that  he  had  Jearnt 

*  the  French  King  had  fitted  oUt  ten  great  Ships,  defigned 

<  to  aflift  King  David's  Party  in  Scotland:  Yet,  as  ihefe 

*  Ships  had  been  miferably  (battered  at  Sea,  and  were 

*  forced  to  return  home  without  any  EfFe£^,  and  alfo 

*  that  Scotland  feemed  pretty  well  fettled  under  the  Go- 

*  vernment  of  King  Baliol^  he  was  the  more  willing  to 

*  partake  with  the  reft  of  the  Princes  in  this  pious  and 

*  honourable  Enterprize,  though  he  had  fet  no  Time  for 

<  the  doing  of  it.' 

We  cannot  learn  what  Anfvyer  the  Parliament  gave  The  5«/*  revolt 
to  the  King  on  this  Declaration  j   but  whether  they  H^^- 

agreed 

m  Sw  the  Statufct  at  large,  Jub  hoc  j^nno. 
■  Thir  Pjrlijmrnt  is  not  on  th;  RolJi, 
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K^£d%osfinu  agreed  to  this  romantic  Projc£b,  or  not,  it  was  fruftratcJ 
by  Advices  out  of  Scotlmd  which  caftie  at  that  Time^ 
'intimating  that  the ScotshzA  again  rebelled  aeainft King 
Baliolj  had  taken  fome*  Engajh  Lords  Prifoners,  and 
defeated  their  Forces.  Upon  this  News  the  Parliament 
A  Sobfid/  grant-  granted  the  Khfig  a  Fifteenth  firom  the  Lords  and  Knights 
^*  •of  Shires,  a  Tenth  from  the  Clergy,  and  the  like  from 

.the  Citizens  and  Burgeflesi  after  which  the  Parliament 
broke  up  •. 

,  [  «22  ]  ;     'Yhc  King  foon  turned  all  his  Thoughts  towards  Scoi^ 

AAiioRegiii9.  Ictnd^  and,  coming  to  Nottingham,  iffued  out  Writs  for 

J335.       calling  a  Parliament  to  meet  at  York  about  Whitfuntide^ 

Atr  L     ^^  ^^  ^^^^  '335f  ^^^^  ^^  tr^at  how  to  carry  on  the 

War  againft  the  Scots.    What  was  done  in  that  AfFair 

we  know  not ;  for,  at  the  Interceflion  of  a  Bt(hop  fent 

1by  the  French  King  for  that  Purpofe,  a  Truce  was 

f  ranted  for  fix  Weeks.    At  this  Parliament  feveral  more 
tatutcs  were  ena<3ed,  very  fcrviceable  to  the  Peace  and 
Welfare  of  the  Realm  p. 

The  Time  of  the  Truce  being  concluded  the  Scott 
War  began  again,  and  continued  with  great  Fury  and 

^^\^T'  *^* various  Succefe  till  the  next  Year;  when,  at  a  Parlia- 
ment, or  great  Council,  called  at  Northampton,  7^'  ^S» 

At N9rtba»^ten.^l^Q  King  received  Advice  that  the  French  King  had  lo 
far  efpoufed  the  Scots  Quarrel,  as  to  engage  himfelf  to 
prote£l  and  affift  them,  and  to  that  Purpofe  had  fent 

^M^VSc^^^*^  feveral  eminent  Commanders,  with  confiderable 

FrtMcb^  Supplies  of  Men,  Money,  and  Ammunition.     Edward 

was  not  at  all  difpleafed  with  the  News,  becaufe  it  gave 
him  now  a  juft  Occafion  to  turn  his  Arms  againft 
France;  and  he  hoped  alfo  that,  as  foon  as  ever  the 
French  and  Scots  were  joined,  they  would  give  him 
Battle,  which  the  latter  had  hitherto  mduftrioufly  avoid- 
ed. Flu(h*d  with  thefe  martial  Thoughts,  Edward  pri- 
vately ftole  away  from  his  Parliament,  whom  he  left 
at  their  Debates,  and  with  wonderful  Expedition  ar- 
rived at  St.  Johnjlony  in  Scotland,  where  he  found  King 

Baliol 

^Knygbton  writes  that  Edward  Baliol  came  to  this  Parliament,  and  did 
Homage  to  the  King  of  England  for  the  Realm  of  Scotland,  CoU  2565. 
Walfingbamy  p.  134. 

p  See  the  Preamble  and  thefe  A^  in  the  Statutes  at  target  An.  Rfg* 
$E^9»ard  III,  1335. 
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Saliol  ready  at  the  Head  of  the  Forces  of  both  Na- K.  JMmir^  ill. 
tions  ^.  ^ 

Here  we  are  obliged  again  to  leave  this  warlike  King 
to  his  Con^uefb,  having  no  Bu&ne(s  with  him  but  in 
his  cooler  Hours  of  Parliamentary  Councils;  and  as 
"great  Part  of  his  long  Reign  was  fpent  in  the  Scots  and 
French  Wars,  lefs  Matter  will  accrue  to  us  to  relate,  but 
much  more  to  the  general  Hiftorians  of  the  Times,  l  ^^3  I 
.However,  having  again  ravaged  all  Scotland  over,  from 
Sea  to  Sea,  and  tmding  nothing  to  refift  him,  he  returned 
into  England  %  to  a  Parliament,  or  Council,  which  met  , 

at  Nottingham^  Sept.  25,  this  Year.  Here  Edward  ob^  At  Notti^hm^ 
tained  a  new  Grant  to  carry  on  his  Wars  in  Scotland  and 
Ga/coigny^  of  a  twentieth  Part .  from  the  Nobility  and 
Gentry,  a  Tenth  from  the  Qtizens  and  Burgeiles,  and  a 
Sixth  from  the  Clergy :  Befides,  the  Merchants  of  Eng^ 
land  were  taxed  to  pay  40  x.  a  Sack  for  all  Wooll  tranf- 
ported,  and  Foreigners  3A  '• . 

The  next  Year  we  find  that  a  real  Parliament  was  Anno  Regni  tu 
fummoned  to  fyejlminfier  zhout  Candlemas  I337'«     It       '337« 
was  here  cnafled,  '  That  no  Wooll  of  Englijh  Growth  At  W^nfien 

*  (faould  be  tranfported  beyond  the  Seas ;   and  that  all 

*  Cloth- Workers  fhould  be  received  from  whatever 

^  foreign  Parts  they  (hould  come,  and  fit  Places  fhouldThe&rftAatfot 

*  be  affigned  them,  with  divers  Liberties  and  Privileges,  J„^j^^^^ 

Vol.  I.  Q^  ^andManufedumac 

q  The  Writ  for  confiituting  John  Archbi/hop  of  Canterbury,  then  Chan-  home* 
ccUor  of  Ei^Und\  Henry  Biihop  of  Limoln^  Treafurtr ;  John  Earl  of  Com" 
muiUt  the  Kjng'e  Brother,  his  Subftitutes  to  hold  this  Parliament,  orCoun- 
a\y  as  it  is  here  called,  in  the  King's  Stead,  is  dated  iXNevfcafiUufoiiTyne^ 
June  lOt  1336.     Rjmer*9  Feed,  Tom.  IV.  p.  701, 

t  Et  mm  neminem  invenijfet  im^dtentemt  rediit  tf/tf^  Nottingham^  uhi 
tMceffa  ^  Regi  nova  Ccntrihutio^  &c.    Knyghton,  col,  256s* 
•  This  Meeting  is  not  on  the  Rolls. 

t  The  Writ  foe  fommoning  John  ArchbiAop  of  Canterbury  to  this  Par- 
liamcnty  declaring  the  Reafon  to  be,  becaofe  the  Pope  had  fent  two  Cardi- 
nals into  England  to  treat  of  a  Peace,  &c.  is  in  the  Public  AEie,  Vol.  IV. 
p.  833.  By  this  it  appears  that  the  Meeting  was  appointed  to  be  the  Day 
slhiu  Candlemas^  and  was  dated  at  Wefltnlnfier^  Shcember  20. 

FolydofeVergil  mentions  an  Ad  paiTed  this  Parliament,  not  taken  Notice 
of  by  any  other  Hiftorian  \  bis  Words  are,  Pojl  kac  et  alia  multa  ex  Retpub" 
lic^  ufu  cenftituta,  plaeuit  providere  ne  Ofet  qu4e  Mercium  Ufu  in  J>itifin^ 
£uUi  in  Infulam  inferebantur,  alifuando  JiJifarentMr,  statue  Lege  exceptum 
^  ut  eeemtni  Homini  neque  Anglo  ne^ue  Externa  liceret  in  pofieium  lempus 
Aturwm,  Argentum  ealatum  Jive  Jignatum,  de  Regno  in  Continent  em  export 
tare,  ^uoFaffum  efi  ut  Mereatoret  extrtmci  Mercium  fuarum  pretia  coa^i 
fiut  im  mlias  Mercedet  infumere,  Decraum  iftudetiam  nunc  fervatur,  perpe» 
ettattem  uti  Regno  utile  ab  aliii  qui  Jecuti  Junt  Regibuu  Lib.  xix*  p«  3^5* 
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JK«  MMfiULc  2XiA  that  they  fliould  have  a  certain  Allowance  from 
<  the  King,  till  they  might  be  fixed  in  a  Way  of  living 
«  by  their  Trade.' 

It  iwas  alio  ordain'd^  *  That  none  ihoald  wear  any 
^  Qoaths  wrought  beyond  Sea,  or  hereafter  to  be  im- 

*  ported,  except  the  King,  Queen,  and  their  Children :' 
Alfo,  ^  That  none  ifaouU  wear  foreign  Furs  or  Silks, 

(  ft24  ]  <  unlets  be  was  worth  one  hundred  Pounds  annual  Rem/ 
Mr.  Tyrnl  obierves  here,  ^  That  tho*,  for  the  prefent, 
^  thefe  and  iiich-like  good  Laws,  made  by  this  King  and 

*  Parliament,  took  little  or  no  £fied,  by  reafon  of  the 

*  enfuing  Fnnch  Wars,  yet,  by  Degrees,  they  revived 

*  the  Woollen  Manufa^re  after  it  had  been  loft  for  many 

*  Ye^rs  ta  this  Nation ;  from  which  Time  it  hath  flili 
«  increafed,  to  the  general  Ad vanuge  of  the  whole  King- 
«  dom  ^' 

Befidev  taking  Care  of  the  great  Intereft  of  the  Na- 
tion, in  the  abovefaid  Particulars,  the  King  was  minded 
to  reward  p^ft  Services,  and  therefore  fevcral  new  Ho- 
nours and  liberal  Grants  were  conferred  on  thofe  Noble- 
men who  had  ferved  him  faithfully  to  that  Time.  Ac- 
cordingly, in  full  Parliament,  the  King  created  his  eldeft 
Son  Prince  Edward  Duke  of  Cornwall^  being  the  firft 
that  CTer  wore  that  Coronet  in  England:  And  fix  Earls, 
Htnry  of  Lancqftery  Earl  of  Derby ;  William  Montacute^ 
£arl  of  Salijbury ;  Hugh  de  Audley^  £arl  of  GUucefter  ; 
Witliam  Clinton^  Earl  of  Lincoln ;  fFilliam  Bohun^  Earl 
©f  Northampton  %  and  Robert  Ufford^  Earl  of  Suffolk  •• 

The 

»  TyrrtTs  Bi/hry  ofEngUnd,  Vol.  III.  p.  395; 

The  Art  of  Weaving  Woollen  Cloth  had  been  brought  from  TUnden  in* 
to  Sagisnd  by  one  Joba  Ket^  fome  Years  before  j  to  whom  the  King 
granted  his  Protc^ioii,  and  at  the  fame  Time  invited  over  Fullers,  Vjtn, 
&c.    Fted,  Ang,  Tom.  IV.  p.  496. 

TheBnglt/b  had  then  Plenty  of  Woolly  but  no  Skill  to  employ  it.  Where- 
lore,  as  by  this  A^,  Encouragement  *jiras  given  to  fach  as  had  Skill,  hut  no 
Stock,  to  cooae  out  of  FUndtrs  and  fettle  here ;  fo,  accordio^y,  many, 
Slad  of  this  Opportunity  to  advance  their  Fortunes,  came  into  Englamd  and 
fettled  in  great  Farmers  Hoofes  at  Aril,  and  after  removed  into  Towns, 
from  whence  feveral  Sorts  of  Woollen  Manufa^hires  were  made  amongft  os| 
89,  at  Sudbury t  Bays  \  at  C^UhejUr,  Says  and  Serges }  in  Kemt,  Broad 
Cloths  \  in  Divon&irt,  Kerfies  ;  in  IVmltt,  Frizes }  in  Wefhmortlani^  Ken* 
^/Cloths,  &c,  Kinnet, on  Sam,  DaniePz  Hifi,  ofEng,  p.  ax5  ;  Note  (a). 

See  alfo  an  Order  for  ere^ng  Looms  at  Brift9L  Fted,  Ang.  Tom«  V* 
p.  137. 

•  All  thcfe  Creations,  with  the  Grants  of  feveral  Lordflupt,  CalUes» 
Rents,  e^tf.  for  the  better  Support  of  thefe  ne%v  Dignities,  are  largely  treat* 
cd  «f  in  Bsrneii  Edw*  111.  p.  11  a,  113,   This  Writer  from  Knygbtcuf 

col^ 
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The  French  War  odmet  now  upon  the  Tapia^  ia  our  K*  Bdmmi  UK 
Hiftorians,  and  doev  fo  employ  tbetr  Headt  and  Pma^     f  ^i    i 
in  thedefcriptiona]  Pait  ofBatdet,  Sieges^  £^c.  that  It  is     ^  ^^  ' 
dificult  to  fift  ovt  a  Parliamentaiy  ProoMdiag  anoneft 
tliem :  Howerer,  we  may  judge  that  Edward  thou^ 
it  neoeflary,  before  he  emered  iqpon  this  ^nd  Defign^ 
to  raife  Money  for  that  Purpofe ;  and  accordingly  a 
Parliament  was  fummoned  to  meet  this  lame  Year>  about  Anno  Regni  ni 
MickMeimas  %  at  Wifimin/hr^  where  his  Intention  of       '^^7* 
going  over  into  Frmci  was  declared.    The  whole  Na^^  At  Wtfmnfer, 
tion  was  then  very  hearty  in  the  Caufe,  and  their  Re^ 

EeTentatives  chearfiilly  contributed  towtfds  k.     The 
aity  granted  a  Tenth  Penny  from  the  Community,  and  ^  g^  ^  ^^^^ 
n  Fifteenth  from  the  Citizens  and  Burgefiet.     The  for  tfTwar 
Clergy  were  not  backward  in  the  Matter^  for  the  Arch*-  «ffunft  frmu. 
biftop  of  Canttrhury  and  his  Convocation  gave  a  T^ith 
^  their  Temporalides  (br  three  Years. 

•  Some  frirther  Regulaitons  were  made  in  this  Parlia^ 
ment  for  the  Encouragement  of  the  Woollen  Manufac« 
lory ;  where  it  was  enaded.  That  all  Fkmijb  Weavers^ 
and  thofe  of  other  Countries,  fliould  have  free  Liberty 
to  Come  over  to  inhabit  in  England^  and  exercife  l^eir 
Trade.     From  whence,   Mr,  Tyrrel  again  obferves^ 

•  That,  even  in  thofe  Times,  the  coming  of  Foreigners 

•  into  England^  who  brought  over  Mrith  them  any  ufeful 
^  Trade  or  Manufadure,  was  encouraged  by  a  Law  "•' 

The  laft  Parliamentary  Aids  granted  to  the  King  be*  AanoRegm  is; 
ing  not  thought  fufficient  for  the  mighty  Affair  he  v^as        '.33^« 
al^ut  to  undertake,  another  was  called,  early  the  next  ^^  tTefmnfitr. 
Spring,  which  met  at  Weftminjler^  Feb,  3, 1338.     Here 
the  Laity  granted  to  the  King  one  Half  of  their  WooUs, 
throughout  the  whole  Realm,  for  the  next  Summer. 
He  alio  levied  of  the  Clergy  the  whole  Tenth,  cauiing 
them  to  pay  nine  Marks  for  everv  Pack  of  the  bcft 
Wooll;  but  one  Half  he  took  of  all  Perfons,  whether 
Merchants  or  others,  according  to  the  afbrefaid  Grant  1 
and  he  took  alfo  a  Fifteenth  of  all  die  Commonalty  in 
0.2  the 

col.  1569^  has  al(b  acU]«d  another  Early  the  Lord  Bugb  Courtney,  an  oM 
Soldier^  near  Fourfcore,  made  Eail  of  Devinjhire,  Twenty  Knights  were 
iMo  then  created,  amongft  whom,  fays  Sip<edt  was  Sir  Tbimax  dela  Mon^ 
the  Author  of  a  Hiftory  of  hb  own  Timet,  often  quoted  by  HiAoriaai. 

«  S<fit»  47.    StMtMtet  St  Large,  An,  1337. 

«  Tjrrelp  Vol.  III.  p»  399, 
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JL  E^m»i  IXL  tbe  Realm,  in  WooU,  the  Price  of  every  Stone,  at  fotir* 
r  ^^g  1  teen  Pounds  the  Stone,  being  rated  at  two  Shiillings  ^« 
^  -  Tht  King  alfo  iffued  out  a  Commiffion  for  feiztng  up^ 

on  the  Eftates  of  the  L§mbard  Merchants,  then  in  Lon» 
iottj  who,  by  reaibn  of  their  Extortion  in  Ufurv,  were 
become  odious  and  a  public  Grievance  to  the  Nation. 
AU  their  Jewels,  ready  Money,  (^(.  were  to  be  delivered 
to  the  Conftable  of  the  Tower,  to  be  kept  for  the  Kingfs 
TJfe.  About  the  fame  Time  he  feized  into  his  Hands 
the  Goods  and  Revenues  of  all  Alien  and  Foreign  Prio* 
ries,  efpedally  of  the  Cltmac  and  Ct/lirdan  Orders  $ 
which  were  immediately  let  out  to  farm  to  thofe  Monltt^ 
who  paid  a  fufficient  Rent  for  them  during  thefe  Wars  *• 
The  Wooils  which  were  gathered  for  the  King's  Ufe 
were  fent  into  Brabant^  amounting  to  10,000  Sacks* 
under  tbe  Diredion  of  two  Noble  Merchants,  the  Earls 
of  Northampton  and  SufMf  who  fold  the  fame  in  Upptr 
Cirmattf  for  40/.  a  Sack,  amounting  in  all  to  400,000/. 
Stirling  ^^  making  it  evident  from  hence  that  the  Nobi* 
lity  in  thofe  Days  thought  it  no  Difgrace  to  be  Traders 
for  the  Good  of  their  Country. 
C  227  ]  By  thefe  Means  the  King  became  exceeding  ftrong  in 
tbe  oinews  of  War,  but  the  Country  was  thereby  fo  ex- 

haufted 

w  EoWiigJbtad's  CbrcM.  from  Cmjcuh,  P*  354* 

Jtapin,  and  bis  Annoutor  Mr.  Titubl^  blunder  fo  backwards  and  for* 
wards  with  tbcu  Parliaments  about  this  Time,  that  there  it  no  maldng  any 
Thing  of  them  ;  tbe  Annoutor  places  tbe  King's  Commiffion  againft  the 
LmUrd  Merchanu  at  the  Beginning  of  the  laft  Year.    P.  417. 

X  Mr.  Dawitl  has  alfo  made  an  odd  MUbke  here.  He  writes  that  tbe 
Ring  fdsed  into  his  Hands  the  Goods  of  three  Orders  of  MonkSy  «rst» 
L^moards,  CluMtaeg,  amdCiJUrciaus  $  and  bit  Annotator,  Bp.  Kenntt^  graTeljr 
hjtt  [at  tbe  Note  (^),  p.  215]  '  That  thefe  were  Cells  to  the  Great  Mo« 
sufteries  b  Frana,  But  wheie  either  of  them  found  the  Religious  Sodetj 
d  Lombards,  in  EngUaJt  we  know  not.  It  is  certain  theie  LtrntSard,  or 
Itslisn,  Merchants^  by  tbe  Account  given  of  them,  were  of  no  Religiovs 
Society,—— From  nence  is  deriT'd  the  Name  of  hmbvd-firut^  Lendm^ 
vrhcre^  probably,  they  all  dwelt. 

rjofima  Bameu  But  Ktf^bUM,  with  more  Probability,  fays.  That 
the  Woolls  were  fold  for  twenty  Pounds  a  Sack,  and  the  Money  was  dif- 
pofed  of  to  pay  for  the  Levies  then  making  in  Germany,  The  iiune  Author 
has  joined  Henry  de  Buribwa/h,  Bifliop  of  Lincoln,  to  the  two  larls»  w 
another  proper  Merchant  for  this  Purpo(e.    Col.  a<70. 

It  feems  alfo  that  the  King  raifed  Money  another  Way,  for  be  took  from 
every  Connty  a  certain  Quantity  of  Bread-Corn,  Oats,  and  Bacon,  of  each 
Town  according  to  the  Largenefs  of  them.  He  alfo  took  the  rich  Veft* 
ments,  Silver  Plate,  and  other  Ornaments  from  the  Abbies,  &c.  in  or* 
der  for  this  foreign  Expedition,  From  which,  fays  the  Canon  of  LeUeJUr^ 
arofe  great  Clamour  amongft  the  People,  and  Mifchief  vrould  have  enluc4 
tf  the  King  had  not  bten  guided  by  better  Coua(ei«    KMygbt9n,wU2^si» 
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kaitfted  of  Money,  that  Vitals  and  other  Commoclities  K^Xdmrd  uh 

became  very  cheap.-   A  Quarter  of  Wheat  was  fold 

at  Lmdm  for  2x.  a  fat  Ox  for  6x»  %d*  a  fat  Goofe  for 

2,4.  and  fix  Pigedns  hr  id.   On  the  i6th  of  Juiyy  thia. 

Year,  KingEdward  embarked  at  Harwicby  with  a  RoyaL 

Navy  of  500  Sail,  accompanied  with  many  Earls,  oz-^ 

rons,  &r.  to  the  Number  of  twenty  of  the  diief  Nobilitjr 

of  the  Kingdom,  (all  named,  by  Barms)  and,  in  a  ihort 

Tiose  after  JLfandiog,  be  Mnrived  at  Jrttwerpy  belonging 

then  to  the  Duke  oiBrakanti  and  whtlft  be  refided  there 

People  came  flockir^  from  ail  Parts  to-obferve  the 

Magnificence  and  Splendor  of  the  MngiiJb'Covuct. 

We  now-take  ,etir  Leave.of  this  great  Kins  for  fome     • 
Time,'  our  Hiftoipy  ftjri^y  eonfintng  us  to  Matfien  on 
this  Side  the  Water ;  asd,  fince  his  A&icn^  and  Con-  . 
qnefts  in  francf  are  abandantiy  delcribed  by;  all  Writera 
if  Engli^  or  MremJj  Htftory,  we  have  left  Occafion  to 
mention  them  in  ours* 

Whilft  the  King  was  abfent  in  Flanders^  the  young 
Prince  Edward^  Duke  of  Cornwall^  as  Guardian  of  the  ^^^^  j^^^  ^^ 
Kingdom,  by  Commiffion  from  his  Father,  called  a*       133s. 
Parliament  to  meet  at  Northampton.     The  Writs  were 
dated  Augufl  25,  and  the  Meeting  was  appQinted  to  beAtiV«nitfi^«wH 
fifteen  Days  after  Michaelmas  following  ^.     Here  was 

framed  fuch  an  Aid  as  never  had  been  given  to  any  King 
efore  \  and  (hews  how  well  this  King,  and  the  Cau(e 
he  was  engaged  in,  was  rclifhed  at  that  Time  by  his 
Subjefls.  Upon  every  Town  a  Tax  was  laid  of  a 
twentieth  Part  of  their  Goods,  where  the  Valuie  amount- 
ed to  20  X.  He  had  alfb  granted  him  alt  the  WooU  in 
the  Kingdom,  to  be  bought  at  a  low  Price  i  which  muft 
needs  amount  to  a  vaft  Proportion,  fince  only  the  three 
Counties  of  Leiajler^  Lincoln^  and  Northampton^  afford- 
ed no  lefs  than  121 1  Sacks  of  Wooll.  The  Biihops, 
Abbots,  Priors,  Re^ors,  Vicars,  Juflices,  and  die 
Noblemen,  ^c,  who  held  of  him  in  Capite^  and  went  not 
with  him  to  the  Wars,  were  taxed,  fome'  1 00,  others 
200/.  a-piece,  according  to  their  Eflates  and  Abilities^  r  28S] 
At  a  Convention,  alfo  held  the  firft  of  OSloherj  a  Tenth 
was  granted  from  the  Clergy  for  two  Years  to  come  ^.  , 
Q.  3  Though 

b  Knvghun  fayt  that  thii  Parliament  wai  held  Iji  Julj^  ifi  Crafitn^ 
S.  J^cobi.     Coi  «57i. 
c  Knygbton.    Col.  »57X« 
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i^  f  ^Niiif  lUt  ThMgjh  tBere  af e  not  any  of  tbefc  latter  Parliameatt 
dntertdl  on  die  Rolk)  yet  the  near  Comemporary  Hifto- 
nans  oiention  diem  as  Fads,  and  are  particular  enoii^ 
in  their  Accoiintsof  theitk  It  ib  probable,  in  the  King's 
Abfence,  who  carried  widi  htm  moft  of  the  principal 
Offlcers  of  theCroiwn,  the  Clerks  were  more  negligent 
in  dieir  Duties.  This  might  very  well  be,  wl^  the 
greater  Minifters  of  the  LaW  took  that  Opponnnity  to 
VCfAoSt  their  ivreral  Fungous  ;  and,  ii^ead  of  adini- 
nimring  Juftice  to  the  Sobjed,  fet  themfelves  folely  up- 
on robbing  and  phmdertng^  t^idm ;  of  i«4ikk  an  anajde 
Account  win  be  given  in  the  SequeL  The  young  Diske 

AoaoRegni  13,  of  CormvoU^  Guardian  of  theR^alnf,  bchig  but  then 
'339*       ten  Years  of  sAge,  caHcd  another  Parliament  co  meet  at 

At  Wtfimnfier.  HflffimimMirs  inuring  receired  in  cxprefs  Commifion  ^ 
it  fcom4iis  F^kher.  Oh  dte  t3<sh  of  €^9^  Ibey  met, 
and  a.  Anther  Aid  was  demanded  to  carry  on  dbis  impof  • 
tant  and  expenfive  War. 

The  Proceedings,  of  this-  Parliament  are  entered  at 
large  on  the  Rolls  *,  both  of  the  firft  and  ftcond  Meet-* 
ing  of  it,  and  an  AbHraft  from  which  is  as  follows  : 
•    •'  ^  At  the  fir  ft  opening,  the  uTufil  Proclamation  was  made 

in  the  Great  Hall  at  Ip'tfiminjiery  and  in  the  City  of  ZrW- 
dm^  againft  wearing  of  any  Kind  of  Armour,  or  Wea- 
pons ;  of  ijyhich  fome  llrange  Particulars  "are  mention- 
ed *=,  The  Biiftnefs  begun  by  declaring  the  Caufes  of  this 
Meeting,  which  were  faidxo^be  three,  vi%.  For  the  better 
keeping  of  the  Peace^  for  the  Defence  of  the  Marches 
of  Scctland^  and  for  guarding  the  S^a;  Biit  thefe 
were  only  Pretences  i  the  mainTJefign  of  calling  this 
Parliament  was  to  get  Money ;  for  the  Archbi(hop  of 
Canterbury^  the  Blfhop  oi  Durham ^  and  Sir  Michael  di 
la  Pde^  were  fent  by  the  King,  then  in  France ^  to  (hew 
the  Lords  and  Conrmons^  '  What  he  had  done  beyond 

*  Sea,  with  his  Condition  there,  and  the  Mifthiefs  that 

*  had  befallen  hinn  and  his  Followers,  for  Waht  of  Sup- 

*  pties  from  EngkmL     That,  he  and  others,  who  were 

*  with  hinij  were  entered  imp  Obligations  for  300,000/, 
i           -     *  Stirling^  and  mor^j  towards  the  Charge  of  his  Auxi- 

*  liaiics,  and  that  he  could  not  handfomely  march  from 

*  thencewithout  giving  his  Creditors  SatisfaSion.  Laftly, 


'for 


I  Mot,  Part  13*  £^*  in, 

k  ^rmx  Dak£toun,  h€  di  Plate,  nt  df  Hduberietn,  ne  di  Ef^ff  U  41 
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*  for  this  Caufe,  and  for  the  Maintciiaace  of  kim  jmll^ Mm^^ lit 
^  his  Quarrel,  which  was  undertaken  by  the  Gommon 

^  Confent  of  them  all,  and  that  the  BuUnefs  he  fcame 

<  aboat  might  be  the  more  efFe<3uaU7  doBe»  he  ou^fat  to 

*  be  fupplied  with  a  very  large  Sum  **•  ,    .  * 

This  Remondrance  was  anfwered  ef&£lually,  for  the  a  farther  Oraj^ 
Aid  granted  by  this  Parliament  was  as  large  as  the  King's  ^o'the  ftm*  Pui^r 
Demands.     The  Nobility  immediately  gave  him  every  ^* 
tenth  Sheaf,  Fleece,  aod  Lamb  of  their  Demefines>  ex- 
cept of  their  Bond-Tenants>  to  be  paid  for  two  Years  ^ ; 
dcftrii^,  at  the  fame  Time,  that  the  illegal  Duties  fet     r  220  1 
upon  WooU  (hould  be  revoked,  and  that  this  Grant 
IhouJd  not  turn  into  aCuftom  ^*    The  Commons^  tho* 
they  declared  themfelves  very  forward  and  willing  to  ai^ 
fiA  the  King,' yet  prayed  the  Regent,  <  That  he  would 
^  fummon  another  Parliament  in  a  convenient  Space^  for 
^  they  durft  not  grant  any  Tax  till  they  had  taken  the 

<  Senfe  of  their  Conftituents  about  it  >,  defiriog  likewife  ^ 
^  chat  two  Knights  of  the  beft  £ftates,  in  their  feveial 

<  Counties,  ibould  be  chpfen  in  that  Parlianient/  Ac^ 
cordingly  Writs  were  ifTued  out,  dated  N9Vimbir  16^  for 
another  Parliament  to  meet  the  loth  of  Jdnuaty  follow* 
ing. 

Prince  Edward^  being  (galled  over  by  his  Father  to 
Antwerp^  fix  Commiffioners  were  appointed  to  hold  the 
eiifutng  Parliament  .in  his  Stea^i.  The  Particulars  of  this 
Parlian>ent,  with  their  Proceedings,  are  fo  exadly  defcri<» 
bed  by  Mr.  B^rn^s^  wherein  the  great  Care  which  they 
took  of  the  Kingdom  in  their  Monarch's  AUence  wiU 
evidently  appear,  that  we  think  proper,  though  fomewhat 
long,  to  give  it  in  his  own  Words  as  follows  ^  e^^cially 
ilnce  we  have  compared  them  with  the  Rolls  of  Parlia« 
ment.    • 

*  When  the  Time  of  the  next  Seffion  of  Parliament  Anno  RegnJ  14^ 

*  approached,  there  were  appointed  to  prefide  m  it  J^kn       «34o* 

StrSi/ord^  At  WeftminJIer. 

<l  As  his  Expencet  were  very  ereat,  (o  the  King  endeavoured*  during 
that  Time,  to  borrow  Money  of  all  the  foreign  Princes.  He  did  not  icruple 
even  to  *pply  to  private  Perfont,  and  take  ap  ftA:h  Sums  as  they^were  wiU 
liflg  to  Icnd^  though  ever  fo  fmail  t  Nay,  he  pawned  bis  Ciown  to  iM 
Archbi(hop  of  Tritrs  for  50,000  Florins.     Rymer*s  AR*  Puh.  V.  p,  10 1« 

c  En  le  manere  aue/e  ih  la  donent  a  feinte  Ejglife,  Record  P.     . 

r  Thefe  illegal  Duties,  impofed  by  the.  King  and  CouacU  without  Par- 
Kanifent,  called  MalaToJia,  01  Maltdt,  are  mentioned  before.  Seep.  107, 

IZI. 

t  En  ce  cas  iU  ncferent  njpcniir  tant^Ut  tujftnt  confiiUer  Ui  Ctmntunei  di 
itmr  Fajtf  ^c.     Record  P. 
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The  Parliamentary  History 

Straffirdy  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury^  Lord  Chancel- 
lor; fVilliam  di  la  Zouch^  Archbifliop  of  Tork^  Lord- 
Trcafdrcr;  the  Dean  of  Xiri ;  Sir  John  fVilhughby^ 
Deputv  Lord  Chief- Jufticcj  Six  John  Stdnon^  Jufticc 
of  the  King's  Bench ;  and  Sir  Jom  St.  Paul;  any  four, 
three,  or  two  of  thefe  were,  by  the  King's  Letters 
Patent,  appointed  to  begin,  continue,  and  end  the  Par- 
liament, for,  and  in  the  Name  of,  the  King,  and  the 
Lord  Warden  of  England;  and  there  to  do  all  Things 
which  the  faid  Guardian  fhould  do,  untill  his  or  the 
King  his  Father's  coming.  The  Commiffion  began, 
£dvardus  Z>.  Gr,  i5fe.  Filio  nojlro  cbarijjimo^  Guardians 
de  Angl.  and  ended,  Tefte^  Edvardo  i>iifrtfCornubige  e% 
C&m.  Ceftr. 

^  Thefe  Commiffioners  aforefaid  caufed  fundry  of  the 
Lords  and  Commons  to  aflemble  in  the Prefence Cham- 
ber $  before  whom,  becaufe  ieveral  of  both  Houfes  were 
hot  yet  come,  they  continued  the  Parliament,  from  Day 
to  Day,  till  the  20th  of  January^  during  which  Time 
Merchants,  Owners  of  Ships,  and  Mariners,  did  at- 
tend. Th6  Caufes  of  afiembling  the  Parliament  were 
declared  to  be  for  granting  the  King  an  Aid,  for  keep- 
ing of  the  Sea,  and  for  Defence  of  the  North  Marches : 
Hereupon  the  Commons  required  Time  to  confider 
thereof  till  the  19th  o{  February ;  and  then  they  unani- 
moufly  offered  to  the  King  for  Aid  30,000  Sacks  of 
WooU,  on  certain  Conditions.  But  for  the  better  Ex- 
pedition, after  fome  Debate,  they  yielded  to  give  the 
King  prefently  2500  Sacks  ofWooll;  fo  as,  if  the 
King  liked  the  Conditions  aforefaid,  the  fame  fhould 
go  in  Part  of  Payment ;  if  not,  they  were  freely  offered 
unto  him.  The  Lords  promifed  to  fend  unto  the  King 
to  know  his  Pleafure,  and,  in  the  mean  Time,  they 
alfo,  for  their  Parts,  grant,  that  fuch  of  them,  or  of 
their  Peers,  as  held  by  a  Barony,  (hould  give  to  the 
King  the  Tenth  of  their  Grain,  Wooll,  and  Lamb, 
of  all  their  own  Demefnes  **. 

*  The  Mariners  of  the  Cinque  Ports  promifed  to  make 
«  ready  their  Ships  before  Adidlenty  viz.  Twenty-one 

*  Ships 

b  We  dp  not  (ind  that  the  Clergy  gave  any  Thing  at  this  Time,  aod 
PofyJcre  Vergil  has  made  an  odd  Sort  of  an  Excufi;  for  it,  Trihuttim  flatus 
cunRi fiheruntf  prater  Sacci dotes,  quibui  parfum  ejt  fuo  aliai  ilU  smpii^^ 
res  erogartat  Fecttnias»    Lib.  xix«  p.  369. 
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*  Ships  of  their  own^  arid  nine  of  Uie  Tbanu;,  and  io^EJkmdllM 
^  bear  Half  the  Charges  themfelves  ;  the  other  Half  the 

^  Privy  Council  promifed  to  bear  of  their  own  Good« 
^  Will  to  their  King  and  Country ;  but  not  of  D^tfi 
^  or  that  it  ftould  ftsmd  for  a  Precedent. .  The  Mariners 
^  of  the  Weft  promifed  to  fet  forth  ninety  Sail,  and  ten 

*  Ships  of  the  Burden  of  lOO  Tons  or  more,  and  to 
^  bear  the  whole  Charges,  if  they  could.  Two  fuffidcnt 
^  Scholars  were  appointed  to  compute  the  Chaises,  thd 

*  one  for  the  Weft,  and  the  other  for  the  Cinqmt  Portn 

<  It  was  here  ordered.  That  all  Ships  of  P$nfmeuth^  and 
^  from  thence  towards  the  Weft,  of  the  Burden  of  lOO 

<  Tons,  or  upwards;  ihould  ride  at  Dartm§uth ;  the 

*  Admiral  to  be  RUbard  Fitz^JUm^  £arl  ol^runddt 

<  And  that  the  Ships  of  the  Cinqm  Ports  and  the  Jbrnmsi     L  ^3'  3 
^  being  of  that  Burden,  fhould  ride  at  Winchilfea ;  the  ^ 

^  Admiral  to  be  IFiiliam  Clinton^  Earl  of  Huntingdon  i  ^ 

<  the  whole  Fleet  to  be  ready  before  the  End  of  Lenti 

*  Command  was  gjiven  to  the  Admirals  to  ftay  all  othe^ 
'  Ships  which  might  pafs  the  Seas,  and  to  warn  them 
f,  to.  go  into  fafe  Harbours  ;  and  to  fumifh  this  Fleet  witli 

*  Soldiers,  befide  thofe  whofe  Duty  was  to  attend,  and 

<  alfo  thofe  who  were  preft,  general  Proclamation  was 

*  ordered  to  be  made^  That  all  Perfons  who  had  received 
^  of  the  King  Charters  of  Pardon,  fhould  now  repair  to. 

*  the  Sea-Coafts  for  the  King's  Service,  on  Pain  of  for- 

*  feiting  the  fame  ^ 

^  The  Lord  Richard  Talbot  having,  in  Parliament,* 

*  undertaken  for  the  Security  of  the-Town  of  Soutbamp-^ 
^  ton,  was  appointed  Captain  of  the  Town,  and  allowed 

*  for  that  Service  twenty  Men  of  Arms,  and  one  hun-* 
^  dred  Archers  Extraordinary  at  the  King's  Wages,  and 

*  more  upon  Occafioo.  All  which  Soldiers  to  have  ond 
^  Month's  Pay  before- hand,  and  Sir  Ricbard  lOoL  by 

<  Way  of  Gratuity ;  being  alfo  appointed  to  fee  the  faid 

*  Town  forthwith  fcMtlfied,  according  to  Covenants  in 
^  a  Pair  of  Indentures ;  and  to  levy  the  Charges  on  the 
^  Neighbours  bordering  thereabouts ;  and,  if  that  ihalt 

<  not  fuffice,  on  the  Inhabitants.    The  Bilhop  of  ff^in* 

*  cbijfir, 

i  See  KnyghtOH  for  the  Guards  to  the  Sea  Coafts. 

%tt  the  Statutes  (^  large  for  all  thcfc  Subildics,  Ait  Reg^  14*  Edvf*  IIL 
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K.gimuiilSU^  th^^  Jdmn  dg  Orlsfvm  >,  tbe  Prior  of  St.  SmtUns^ 
f  and  the  Abbot  of  Hydi,  wet e  ordered  to  keep  at  their 

*  Manors  near  StufianptcHy  with  all  their  Powers^  to 
«  be  ixadv  to  affiA  the  &id  Sir  Ridmrd  at  his  Call  >  and 
'^  that  all  the  Inhabitants  fliould  remain  ftill  upon  th6 
^  Place  to  defend  tbe  fame^  on  Pain  of  lofing  ail  diey 
^  had.     Sir  Richard  was  to  have  all  the  Aannimfttoii 

*  aftd  Warlike  Fumtiufie  of  the  fiune  Town,  to  be  de- 
f  Ifvered  into  his  Hands  by  Indenture  ;*  the  Sheriff  of 
f  SmttlHUMptQU  having  a  Writ  of  Attei^dance  on  him  tot 

1^  232  ]     f  Vifluals  anT  other  NcceiTaries ;  and  two  Serjeants  at 
f  Arins  were  to  provide  Timber. 

«  Thtts  onich  6r  the  Sea  and  tbe  Coafts.  As  to  th6 
^.  JiSarckes  ofSdtlandy  two  Merchants  of  Lym^R^ps^ 
^  ami  two  others  of  Rart^n  upon  HmnlWy  undertook  t6 
^adeliver  1O9OOO  Quarters  of  all  Kind  of  Grain  at  th6 
^  Town  of  BartUicJt^  and  m  tbe^Road  of  L^iti ;  every 
^'Quarter  of  Wheat  and  Mak  at  9 1.  and  Oats,  Beans, 
*.  and  Peafe,  at  5  r«  To  which  there  was  added  aCantion, 
^Att^  uaderCdloar  of  this  Licence,  rheythouid  not  ferv^ 

*  the  King's  Enensies.  Sir  fhtmas  R$keky  took  upon  biol 
^  the  Defence  of  the  Caftles  of  Edinburgh  and  Stirling, 

f  To  prefalve  the  I/U  ofWight^  the  Inhabitants  there- 
^  of)  dvrii^  fehe  War,  were  refpioed  the  Payment  of  any 
^  Aid  to  the  King  >  and  that  none  of  them  {hottld>  by 

<  any  Means,  be  difpenfed  with  ta  travel  abroad^  or  t6 
^  abfent  themfelves  out  of  the  faid  Ifle ;  nor  ihould  be 
^impanndled^orwianied  at  any  Affize,  or  Inqueft,  du- 

<  ring  tbe  faid  War :.  And  that  due  Provifion  be  madd 
f  of  Wine,  Grain^  Coals,  and  other  Neceffiufies  for  the 
^CaftleofCarvajW. 

*  ^xrjohn  Ftrrtrs^  Captain  of  Jerfej  Ifland,  was  now 

*  appointed  to  fend  thither  a  fufficient  Deputy,  to  whom 
^  Kke  Rules  wcj^  fet,  and  Provifion  allowed  for  De* 
^  fence  of  the  fame. 

*  On  the  B«ic-fide  of  this  Roll  are  feen  the  Numbers 

*  of  fuch  Soldiers  as  were  arrayed,  and  fet  out  by  certain 

*  Nobles,  Knights,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Counties  of 

*  Yorky  Ndttittgham^  Dtrby^    Lancaftir^  WeflfMrtkmdy 

*  and  Cumberland^  by  their  particular  Rates  j  which,  in 
^  the  whole,  amounted  10  74QO  Men  of  Arms,  200 

Archers 

S  Who,  tho'  principally  concerned  in  the  Murder  of  King  Edward  IK 
yet,  like  a  true  Courtier,  had  played  his  Cards  fo  well  t%  to  be  tranflated  ta 
siic  rich  Sec  ^ifVincheJltr  b>  his  Son,  f  </«;,  IJI.   Sec  bcfoic,  p,  179,  196. 
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*  Afdsers  on Horfcbad^  and  2000  Hilbanlicri.    Tboft  K.  Mtktmim 
^  4>f  tike  three  iirft-iiained  Coumies  were  cn)e«cd,  «t  tbt 

<  Cofti  of  tbe  Coyatrv,  only  tomarck  u>  Ntweaftk  upon 

*  Tyns ;  and  they  tXWiftm9nUmd^  CtmAirlani^  MndLan** 

*  caft^^  to  CarBfii  only*     And  the  Captains  and  oiheis 

<  being  together  to  lie  and  forage  upon  fc^l/on^  andnei    £  233  ] 

*  upon  the  Marches  of  Engha^  » 

No  fooner  had  King  Edward  carpried  his  Con* 
^uefis  fo  far  as  to.  affupae  unto  bimfelf  die  Style  and^'^'j;*^ 
Arms  oi  Franci^  but  he  caufed  his  Great  Seal  to  hrndFrMce. 
changed^  and  added  the  FUurs  de  Lis  of  Fnma  Co  tho 
JUcns  of  England.  Finding  it  neceflary  for  his  Afl^a 
to  return  into  hi«  own  Country^  to  rai(e  more  Mom^ 
QA  hia  Snbj^e^,  be  c^led  a  Parliament  immediately  ^a^ 
ter^  when  the  Wrk«  of  Sununqna^  dire^ed  to  all  tbn 
Sheriffs  in  England^  were  fealed  with  his  New  Broad 
Seal.  They  were  dated  at  HarwUb^  Fei^7,i^  being. tht 
very  Day  of  his  l^anding  ^. 

On  tJie  %9th,of  March  ntxi  following  the  King  met  ^^^^^ 
bis  Parliament  H  fri/hmnjler ;  aod  U  appe^Urs  by  the       1340. 
Date  of  the  Writs  that,  in  Cafe  of  abfiJute  Neceffity^  a  At  iFeflmit^^ 
Parliament  might  bo  then  called  within  k&  Hhan  forty 
Pa^S)  tbo'  the  Ufiig^  is  olberwife  now.    The  Caufe  ci 
Iheir  Summons  was  decktred  to  be^  *  For  granting  him 
^ a  great  Aid>. oreUe  he (hould  be  for  ever  dtfikortoueedj  j^j^q^„  sawif 
^  and  his  iiands^  asi  Well  on  this  Side  as  beyond  the  Sea»  voted  for  com- 
^  in  great  Danger^  if  fae.fliould  lofe  his  Allies.     ThatpieatingtheCoii« 
^he  was  in  his  own  proper  Pcrfon  obliged  to  return  ^"^^^^^^""^ 
\  to  Brujfelsy  and  ftay  there   as  a  Pledge,  until!  the 
^  Sum  he  was  engaged  for  was  all  paid..    Bot^  in  cafe 
^  he  migbc  have  a  fufficient  Aid,   sU  thefe  MtfchieCs 
^  would  be  prevented^  and  his  Defign,  by  the  Help  of 
^  God,  have  a  good  liTue^'     Wherefore,  at  the  King's 
Requeft,  the  Parliament  having  Regard  to  his  Declara- 
tion^  granted  him  the  ninth  Sheaf,  Fleece,  and  Lamb» 
and  the  Citizens  and  Burgefles  the  ninth  Part  of  all  their 
Goods  and  Chattels,  according  to  the  true  Value,  for 

two 

fc  Rjmer*%  Fsti,  Ang,  Tom.  V.  p.  170.  In  the  Writ  i«  this  extraort 
dioary  Claufe,  Nm  mtrantti  quod  Stiliim  noprum  confuttum  mutavimut,  et 
Regem  Franciae  m6s  facimui  nominari  j  nam  divttja  fuhfunt  Caufie,  fer 
ftMS  hoc  /acere  nee f Jane  not  cfortet,  et  qvat  vobii  et  aliis  Pralatis  et  Mag" 
natibns,  necnan  Communitatibus  ejufdem  Regni  nojhi  Aug)  is  ad  diffum  Par^ 
tianttn/nmi  pleniut  exponemtis, 

Landejon  Regm  ^* AA^Wie  fuat9rzifmt  «#  dt  f  xrOKt  f  rimer*  R«cor4i 
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iC  Edmtrim.  two  Yean  next  coining.  They  alfo  granted  a  Fifteenth 
on  all  foreign  Merchants  that  did  not  refide  in  Citie» 
andTownr;  likewife  upon  thofe  People  that  dwelt  in 
Forefts  and  Waftes  ;  anid  upon  all  thofe  that  lived  by 
r  234  1  l*b<>u"%  ^^  Hufl>andry ;  Beggars,  Cottagers,  and  Slaves^ 
*  ^  only  excepted :  Upon  Condition  that  &e  King  would 
confent  to  ena(3  and  eftablifii,  that  from  tbencc^rtb  no 
Cuftom  fliould  be  taken  for  one  Sack  of  Wooll  but  half 
a  Mark;  anil  of  Lead,  Tin,  Hides,  Leather,  or  WooUs, 
nothing  but  the  antient  Cuftom.  Yet,  notwithftanding 
(hey  made  this  Requeft  to  the  King,  this  Parliament 
Unanimoufly  granted  him,  of  every  Sack  of  Wooll  40  x. 
of  every  Laft  of  Leather  4/.  of  every  three  huiKlred  of 
Wooll-fclls40j.  and  of  everf  other  Sort  of  Merchandize, 
to  be  exported,  according  to  their  Weight  or  Meaiiire ; 
to  commence  at  Eajt£r  this  Year,  being  the  Fourteenth 
df  the  King's  Reign,  to  JVhitfuniidt  in  the  Year  enfu- 
big.  From  which,  laft  Date;  and  forwards,  the  King 
granted  that  neither  he  nor  his  Succeflbrs  (bould  defire, 
take,  nor  permit  to  betaken,  more  than  two  Marks  for 
Cuftom  on  a  Sack  of  Wooll,  belonging  to  the  EngKJh  i 
and  of  Skins,  Leather,  and  other  Merchandizes,  ac« 
cording  to  antient  Cuftom.  Our  Author  ^  who  is 
very  expreffive  in  thefe  Taxations,  goes  on  and  writes, 
that  a  oack  of  Wooll  ought  to  weigh  26  Stone,  every 
Stone  being  14  Pounds;  and  that  every  Engli^nan  or 
Foreigner,  going  out  of  England  into  foreign  PartSy 
Ihould  find  good  and  fufficient  Security  for  the  Payment 
of  thefe  Cuftoms,  before  his  going  abroad,  vix.  That  he 
fiiould  bring  back  with  him  a  Piece  of  Silver  or  Gdd 
Plate  to  the  Value  of  two  Marks,  for  each  Sack  of 
Wooll,  and  fo  for  other  Merchandise,  as  aforeiaid,  at 
his  Return.  The  fame  Piece  of  Plate  to  be  Carried  to 
the  King's  Exchange  *',  there  to  receive  the  Overplus  of 
it  in  coined  Money.  For  this  extraordinary  Grant  to 
the  Crown,  the  King,  on  his  Part,  adds  our  Authority^ 
granted  many  Things  for  the  Eafe  of  the  Public ;  as, 
pardoning  Offenders  in  Foreft  Laws,  giving  Felons' 
Goods,  and  many  other  Matters,  as  are  contained  in  a 
Charter  made  for  that  Purpofc.  The  Clergy  alfo  granted 

the 

5  Knyghtcn*     Col.  2576. 

k  Knyghtons  Words  arc  here,  ^d  Efcambium  R^h,  whidi  we  Aippoit 
was  the  Exchequer,  or  Mint ;  and  that  this  Law  was  made  ia  order  to  en* 
courage  Plate  or  BuUioa  to  be  brou|bt  into  the  Kingdom. 
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the  ICing  t  Tenth  in  their  Convocation  held  at  Lcnddfty  K^SdwardilU 

O^ober  I,  for  three  Years  \  and  that  the  Tenth  of  the     -         ^ 

prefent  Year  ihould  be  paid  in  aihotterTime  than  waa     ^  ^^^  ^ 

appointed :  But  they  flatly  denied  to  give  their  Woolls^ 

as  the  Laity-  had  done  to  their  no  fmall  Damage ;  for 

that  Commodity  rofe  to  double  the  Value  in  a  very  fhoct 

Time '. 

,   Another  Hiftorian  "^  is  ftill  more  particular  in  the 

King's  Conceffions ;  and,  after  faying  that,  bcfides  diefe 

Supplies,  the  King,  for  his  prefent  Occafions,  borrow'd  of 

diyers  wealthy  Perfons  what  Sums  they  could  fpare,  and 

that  the  City  of  London  lent  him  20,000  Marks  ",  he 

adds,  ^  That,  in  Coniideration  of  thefe  Grants  and  Con* 

^tributions,  the  King,  befides  his  Pardons  to  divers 

*  Kinds  of  Offenders,  remitted  all  Amerciaments  for  all 

*  Tranrgreffions  in  his  Forefts,  Reliefs,  and  Scutage, 

*  unto  the  firft  Time  of  his  going  Into  Flanders  \  befides 

*  all  Aids  for  the  Marriage  of  his  Sons  and  Daughtera 

*  during  his  Reign:  Pardoning  and  remitting  all  antient 

*  Debts  and  Arrearages,  both  of  his  Farmers  and  others^ 
^  any  ways  due,  both  in  the  Time  of  his  Anceftors  and 

*  his  own,  'till  the  loth  Year  of  his  Reign,  excepting 

*  fuch  as  were  compounded  for,  and  ordered  to  be  paid 

*  into  his  £xchequer :'  And  now,  like  wife,  he  confirm'd 
Magna  Charta. 

Edward  having  ftyled  himfelf  King  of  France^  and 
altered  his  Arms,  his  EngUJh  Subjects  thought  diem-  The  ParHament 
fclvcs  in  Danger  of  becoming  a  Province  to  Franct^  **?ha^°'***^* 
being  the  greater  Kingdom  ;  the  Lords  and  Commons  not'niic^£«^. 
therefore  befought  him,  ^  That  they  might  be  bound  to ^i^^/ a  Province 

*  obey  him  only  as  King  of  England  \  and  that  this  Na-^*  Franu. 
^  tion  ihould  not  be  put  in  Subje^on  to  him  as  King  of 

*  Franco!  The  King,  to  give  his  Subjects  entire  Saiif- 
fo^on  in  that  Matter,  and  to  remove  their  Jealoufy, 
gave  this  Parliament  his  Letters  Patent  of  Indemnity  \ 
which,  being  Angular  in  their  Nature,  we  ihall  give, 
tranflated  from  the  Latin  Original,  as  follow  ^ : 

Edwaiid 

I  BollingJheiti*%  Cbron*  from  ^tbm  Mjrimutb,  p.  355. 
.  ^  Samuel  Danitl,  in  Kimet%  p.  216. 

>»  Fabian,  in  his  Cbronicle,  has  given  us  the  Manner  how  this  Money 
^n»  ui(ed  throagh  the  feveral  Wards  of  the  City,  and  the  Names  of  the 
linden.  This  Loan  w«t  to  be  repaid  out  of  the  Money  uifiag  from  the 
t^brefiud  Grant.     Fabians  Chren, 

*  It  WM  alfo  made  into  a  Sftatute.     See  Statutts  at  large,  Anne  1341  • 

The  Otisinal  it  not  on  the  RoUs^  only  the  Preamble  to  it. 
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K.  EJwardUU     EDWARDt  by  the  Gracc  of  God,  King  of  EngUn$d 
r  2y6  }  ^°^  FvMct^  Lord  oflreUmdy  Co  ail  thofe  wbo  cbefe 

Letters  (haii  hear  or  fee^  Greeting. 

The  King's  De.    VUOW  yi^  that  whereas  fime  People  do  think  tBaf^ 
i^'w^d  hf  reafonibat  the  Reahn  of  frznct  is  devolved  unto  us 

*i?contuiucm-  ^^  '''•?^'  ''^''''  of  the  fame  ^.  and  for  a f much  as  we  are  King 
iq^catau  ^France,  our  R^atm  of  England  Jhould  be  in  SubjeSHon 
io  the  King  and  Realm  of  France  in  Time  to  come ;  we^ 
having  Regard  to  the  Ejlate  of  our  Realm  of  England^ 
andy  namely y  that  it  never  was^  nor  ought  to  be^  in  Suhjec* 
fionj  nor  in  the  Obeifance  of  the  Kings  of  France,  wbick 
for  the  Time  have  been^  nor  of  the  Realm  of  France :  ^nd^ 
willing  to  provide  for  the  Safety  and  Defence  of  the  faid 
Realm  of  England,  and  of  our  Liege  People  ofthefamey  do 
will  and  grant  y  and  ejlablijhfor  us  and  for  our  neirs  and 
Succejforsy  by  Affent  of  the  Prelatesy  Earlsy  BaronSy  and 
Commons  of  our  Ream  of  England,  in  this  our  prefent 
Parliament  fummoned  at  Welhninftcr,  the  Wedncfday 
next  after  the  Sunday  in  Midlent,  the  x^th  Year  of  our 
faid  Keign  of  our  Realm  ^/England,  and  the  firji  of 
Trance,  that  by  the  Caufe  or  Colour  of  thisy  that  we  are 
King  ^France,  and  that  the  faid  Realm  to  us  pertainetb 
&s  aforefaid'y  or  that  we  canfe  ourfehes  to  be  named  King 
f/'France  in  our  Style  y  or  that,  we  have  changed  our  Seals  or 
our  Arms ;  nor  for  Commands  which  we  have  madey  or 
hereafter  Jhall  make  y  as  King  ^France,  neither  our  faid 
Realm  of  England,  or  the  People  of  the  famey  of  what 
Ejlate  or  Condition  they  be^  Jhally  in  any  Time  to  comey  be 
put  in  Subje^ion,  or  in  Obeifance  of  us^  nor  of  our  Heirs 
nor  SuccefforSy  as  Kings  ofYtznce  as  aforefaidy  nor  he  fub" 
jeSl^  nor  obedient ;  but  Jhall  be  free  and  quit  of  all  Manner 
of  Subjeflion  and  Obeifance  aforefaidy  as  they  were  wont 
to  be  in  the  Time  of  our  Progenitorsy  Kings  of  England, 
for  ever.         In  Witnefs  whereof,  6fr. 

Mr,  Tyrrel  has  an  ingenious  Obfervation  on  fome  fur-* 
thcr TranfaSions  in  this  Parliament:  He  takes  Notice, 

*  That  fince  the  Aids  given  in  the  !aft  Parl^iament  were 
f  227  1  *  ^^^  ^"'j'  anfwcred  to  the  King  by  thofe  who  had  the 
*-    5'  •'     «  Care  thereof,  certain  Perfons  were  appointed  to  take 

*  the  Accounts  of  Sir  William  de  la  PoUy  Sir  John  Char^ 

*  nely  and  others,  who  had  received  the  Ivloney  and 

*  VVooll 
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<^  Wooll  formerly  grren,  and  tbey  had  a  Day  affigned  K>  g*MnHll» 

*  tbem  to  produce  tbeir  Accounts  $  and  in  the  mean 
^  Time  ieveral  Noblemen  and  others  became  bovnd  for 
'  the  Accountants,  that  they  flumld  anfwer  for  what  they 

*  bad  received.  This  deferves  our  Notice>  adds  he,  be* 
^  caufe  it  is  the  firft  Example  that  we  can  find,  that  any 

*  Money  given  in  Parliament  was  by  them  ordered  to 

*  be  accounted  for  to  Perfons  appointed  by  themfelves/ 

There  was  little  elfe  material  done  in  this  Parliament^ 
except  that  the  Marquis  of  Julifrs^  who  had  done  Ed^ 
ward  great  Service  in  Franct^  was  created  £arl  of  Cam^ 
bridge^  with  a  Penfion  of  looo/.  a-year. 

And  as  we  have  compared  the  before-related  Particu- 
lars, taken  from  amtient  and  modern  Hiftorians,  with 
the  Rolls  of  Parliament,  and  found  them  right,  the  greateft 
Credit  may  be  given  to  them. 

In  a  fmall  Time  after  the  laft  Parliament  the  King 
prepared  a  great  Fleet,  in  order  to  meet  a  large  one 
which  the  French  had  fitted  out,  and  beat  them  at  Sea» 
if  he  could,  as  well  as  at  Land.  With  thefe  the  King 
went  in  Perfon,  and  fet  Sail  from  hence  Jum  22,  1341 ; 
but  before  he  went  figned  a  Commiffion  to  the  Duke  of 
CnTtwall^  (ffc.  to  hold  a  Parliament  on  the  7th  of  Jufy 
following  at  Wijlminjlir ;  which  being  met,  the  Arch- 
biihop  5i  Ctmtirbury  declared  the  Reafons  for  calling 
this  Parliament  to  be,  *  Firfty  To  confult  what  further 

*  Courie  was  beft  for  the  King  and  his  Allies  to  take 

*  againft  Franct.  Secondly^  To  provide  for  the  com- 
^  mon  Peace,  and  how  to  keep  good  Order  at  home. 
«  Thirdly  y  To  take  Care  for  the  Defence  of  the  Northern 
«  Parts.  Fourthly  For  the  Dominion  at  Sea.  Fifthly^ 
<  How  to  anfwer  to  the  King  the  Subfidy  laft  granted 

*  him  P.* 

On  the  next  Day,  being  Thurfdayy  the  great  V\6torf 
which  the  King  had  lately  obtained  at  Sea  was  openly 
declared  in  Parliament,  and  it  was  moved  by  the  Chan- 
cellor, '  That,  to  go  on  fo  as  to  perfeft  thefe  happy  Be-  Farther  Cwnti 

*  gtnnings,  he  mull  he  further  enabled  with  great  Sup-  for  the  Fmch 

*  plies  of  Money :  That  the  King  dcfircd  their  Advice  War. 
^.how  it  might  be  ralfed  with  the  leaft  Grievance  to  his 

\  People.' 

P  On  the  Rolls  this  and  the  )aft  Parliament  are  divuied  into  Fan  prims 
et  feainda ;  by  which  it  ihould  fccm  that  ihey  were  one  and  the  fame  Pax- 
iiameM^  and  yet  they  botJi  begin  with  the  (axne  Formalities. 
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K.Edm»dlll.^  Pcoplc/  The  AnfwcT  to  this  was  poftponed  till  Sa* 
iurday\  at  which  Time  the  Lords  and  Commons  granted 
the  Kine,  as  in  the  laft  Parliament,  the  Ninth  of  their 
G>m,  WooU,  and  Lamb,  and  many  other  ufeful  Pro* 
vifoes  were  made  for  anfwering  the  fame. 
r  tx%  1  ^^^  (^vaz  Day  came  the  Earls  of  ArundeU  and  Ghu* 
^  ^  ^  lifter^  with  Sir  IVilliam  Truffell  *>,  from  the  King,  with 
Letters  fiened  with  the  Privy  Seal,  and  direded  to  the 
Jx>rds  and  Commons  in  Parliament  aiTembled;  purport- 
ing his  great  Naval  Victory  near  the  Port  of  Swyn^  or 
Slujs^  and  preffine  for  a  fpeedy  Supply  of  Money  to  carry 
on  the  War  this  Summer  with  Vigour. 

In  Obedience  to  thefe  Demands  of  the  King*s,  and 
being  in  exceeding  good  Humour  on  Account  of  the 
Vidory,  the  Parliament  went  immediately  upon  Ways 
and  Means  to  fupply  him;  and  John  Stratford,  Arch<^ 
biihop  of  Canterbury ;  Ralph  Stratford^  Bimop  of  LoH" 
don ;  with  other  Bifliops,  Abbots,  and  Knights,  firely 
undertoook,  on  their  own  Credit,  to  raife  the  King 
20,000  Sacks  of  Wooll :  So  that,  for  every  Sack  of  the 
beft  Sort,  the  King  (hould  receive  6A  for  others  5/.  and 
for  the  worft  four  Marks,  befides  his  Cuftom  of  401.  on 
every  Sack ;  and  of  all  this  Money  a  fpeedy  Return  to 
be  made  to  the  Kixig.  It  was  ftipulated,  however,  that 
the  Subfidy  of  next  Year  ihould  be  employed  for  the 
Payment  of  this  Loan,  and  this  to  be  confirmed  by  the 
King's  Letters  Patent. 

The  Roll  gives  us  an  Account  of  a  lai^e  Quantity  of 
Provifions,  which  were  ordered  for  the  Ufe  of  the  King's 
Fleet  by  this  Parliament,  v/z,  2000  Quarters  of  Wheat, 
500  of  Beans  and  Peafc,  500  of  Oats,  200  of  Fitches  ' 
or  Chiches,  800  Sides  of  Bacon,  two  Tons  Weight  of 
Cheefe,  and  100  Tons  of  Wine.  Two  Perfons,  there 
named,  were  appointed  Purveyors-General  of  the  Ports 
cf  Sandwich  and  Southampton  \  and  4400/.  were  affigned 
out  of  the  Aids  of  the  Counties  of  EJftx  and  Oxford  for 
the  Kins*s  Butler. 

The  Record  is  alfo  very  particular  in  the  Names  of 
the  Merchants,  who  were  ordered  by  Writ  to  attend 
CommifSoners,  about  thePurchafe  of  the  WooUsafore- 

faid» 

4  Procurator  to  the  Parliament  that  depofed  Edward  II.  See  before, 
p.  185,  203. 

f  The  Word  in  the  Record  is  Cljtte^  which  our  eld  Fmcb  Di^onario 
tranflate  as  above. 
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faid,  (fc.  but  as  this  is  too  prolix  for  our  Defign,  we  K«  Edward  UU 
Aall  give  the  Reader  Mr.  TyrrePs  Abftra<9  of  the  reft  of 
the  Proceedings  of  this  Seffion;  and  the  rather,  becaufe 
it  tends  to  illuftrate  fome  Paflages  that  will  come  before 
us  in  the  Hiftory  of  fucceeding  Parliaments. 
*  Then  it  was  farther  agreed  in  Parliament,  TTiat,     r  ^jo  1 

*  for  the  fpeedy  Sale  of  this  Wooll,  and  turning  it  into 

*  Money,  as  alfo  the  ninth  Fleece  which  had  been  given 

<  in  the  laft  Parliament,  the  Sherifis  fhould  be  com- 
^  manded  to  fend  up  from  all  Cities  and  Boroughs  of 

*  their  feveral  Counties,  certain  Merchants,  to  appear 

*  before  the  King's  Council  at  Wiftminjier^  on  the  15th 

*  of  Juguft  next  enfuing,  to  treat  with  them  about  the 

*  buying  the  iaid  Wooll  in  all  Counties.     Where  the 

*  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury^  with  fome  other  BifliopSy 
^  Earls,  and  Barons  of  the  King's  Council,  there  named^ 

*  treated  with  them,  and  contraded  for  a  great  Number 

*  of  Sacks  of  Wooll ;  the  Money  to  be  paid  at  Brugtf 

*  within  three  Weeks  after,  or  upon  the  8th  <ASeptem^ 

*  fcr,  or  elfe  upon  the  Feaft  of  St.  Michael  next  enfuing 
*at  the   fartheft.     The  Merchants  of  Bardeton  and 

*  Prujfta  contraded  for  a  great  deal  of  this  Wooll,  and 

*  engaged  to  pay  the  Money  to  thofe  of  Loitvain  and  Ma^ 

*  lines  I  and  feveral  particular  Perfons  art  there  named^ 

<  both  Almans  and  others,  that  had  been  retained  by 

*  King  Edward*     The  Lords  of  the  Council  fent  for 

*  divers  Perfons  to  account  before  them,  and  ordered 

*  them  to  return  this  Money  to  the  King  beyond  Sea  ; 

*  but  what  the  Reafon  was  that  thefe  Returns  were  not 
^  made  to  the  King  accordingly,  is  hard  to  determine  ; 

<  for  fome  of  our  Writers  lay  the  Fault  upon  the  Mer- 

*  chants  that  were  to  return  the  Monqr ;  and  others, 

*  upon  the  Knavery  or  Negligence  of  the  King's  Officers, 

*  who  having  got  thefe  Woolls  into  their  Hands,  did  not 

*  deliver  them  to  the  Merchants  according  to  Agrce- 
•mentV 

Purfuant  to  what  Mr.  Tyrr^/ relates,  the  King  finding 
himfelf  pinched  for  Want  of  Remittances,  and  having 
contrafted  great  Debts  abroad,  in  order  to  carry  on  the 
War  this  laft  Campaign,  he  determined  to  conclude  a 
Truce  with  France  for  fome  Time,  and  to  go  privately 

Vol.  I.  R  back 

«  Sec  Cotton* 9  Abridgment ,  p.  30,  for  an  Abftraft  from  the  Record  iii 
tluj  P^liamcDt  of,  what  is  there  called,  «  fpccUl  and  rare  Cafe,  &c. 
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K.  Edward  HLback  into  England  to  find  out  the  Defaulters,  and  pw-* 

nifh  them  according  to  their  Deferts.     Accordingly  he 

took  Shipping  in  Zealand^  with  only  his  Queen  and 

eight  more  Perfo(is  of  Quality ;  and,  after  riding  out  a 

furious  Storm,  which  held  them  for  three  Days  together, 

r  2^0  ]     ^^  landed  fafe  at  the  Tower,  about  Two  o'Clock  \a 

the  Morning,  November  30,  in  the  Year  1341. 

Th   Kin    re-       Upon  the  King's  entering  the  Tower,  he  found  no 

tamt  home  pH- Guard  there  upon  Duty,  and  only  his  Children  and  a 

▼atcly.toinquirefew  Servants  that  waited  on  them  j  for  which  he  prc- 

*u^t!iStt  rflthi^^"^?  ^^"^  ^^^  ^^^  Conftable  and  committed  him  to-dofe 

Sopplja.  °       Confinement  in  his  own  Prifon.     In  the  fame  Manner 

he  ferved  the  lAzyov  of  London^  the  Keeper  of  the  Great 

Seal,  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Kind's  Bench,  three 

Clerks  of  the  Chancery,  and  one  of  the  bxchequer,  who 

having  all  been  concerned  in  raifing  or  receiving  the  late 

Subfidies,  foon   found  Lodgings  in  the  fame  Prifon. 

The  Bifliops  of  Chichejier^  and  Litchfield  and  Caventry^ 

the  one  his  Chancellor,  the  other  Lord-Treafurer,  he 

turned  out  of  their  Offices  and  imprifoned  for  a  Time  5 

but  durft  not  detain  them,  for  Fear  the  Clementine  Con^ 

Jiitttiionsy  forbidding  Bifhops  to  be  imprifoned,  (hould 

afFedl  him.  But  the  greateft  Ecclefiaftical  Perfon  he  had 

to  deal  with,  in  this  AfFair,  was  the  Archbifbop  of  Can^ 

terbury^  who  he  well  knew  was  as  culpable  as  any.  Many 

fevere  MefTages  were  fent  from  the  King  to  the  Prelate, 

who  had  retired  to  his  own  Palace  at  Canterbury^  and 

fome  as  haughty  Anfwers  were  returned.     At  laft  the 

King  refolved  to  lay  the  whole  before  his  Parliament^ 

and  to  uke  their  Opinions  how  he  ought  to  proceed. 

Anno  Regni  16.     Accordingly  a  Parliament  was  fummoned  to  meet  at 

i34»'         IVeJiminJler  on  Eajler- Monday^  April  23,   1342,  the 

At  Wifiminftr.  Caufes  whereof  were  declared  to  be,  ^  How  the  King 

•  might  be  fpeedily  fupplied  with  the  Grants  given  him 

•  laft  Year,  upon  his  going  over  in  Perfon  againft  his 

•  Enemy,  Philip  oiValois^  great  Part  of  which  was  de* 

•  tained  from  him  by  evil  Officers  ;  and  how  a  fufficient 
«  Sum  of  Money  might  be  raifed  for  the  King's  prefent 

•  Neceffitics.'     After  which  a  Declaration  was  made  in 
the  King's  Name,  *  That  whoever  of  his  Subjc£ls  (hould 

•  think  themfelves  hardly  dealt  with,  either  by  himfelf 

•  or  any  of  his  Officers,  upon  Complaint  and  Proof  made 
^  thereof^  fhould  have  Rediefs/ 

To 
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•^  To  this  Parliament  the  Archbifhop  of  Cantirbury^*  E^^rd  llU 
Came,  though  he  had  no  Writ  of  Summons,  attended 
t^ith  a  great  Company  of  his  Clergy  and  many  Knights.     [  241  ] 
Upon  his  Entrance  into  the  Houfe,  the  High  Steward 
and  Chamberlain  met  him,  who,  in  the  King's  Name, 
forbad  him  to  enter  the  Parliament,  untill  he  had  un- 
dergone a  Trial  in  the  Exchequer,  for  divers  Things  laid 
to  his  Charge,     The  Archbifhop,  left  he  ihould  move 
the  King  too  much,  vouchfafed  to  go  into  that  Court,  ^'**|^*P'^"^*** 
and  there  took  a  Copy  of  the  Articles,  of  which  his  Ac-  Jfiop  of  cJ/*rI 
cufation  coiififted,  and  to  thefe  he  promifed  to  return  ^«ry  on  that  Ac- 
an  Anfwer.     Upon  which  he  was  fuffered  by  the  King*^^**^ 
to  come  into  Parliament,  and  there,  before  the  whole 
Aflembly,  he  declared  the  Caufe  of  his  coming  to  be, 

*  For  the  Honour,  Rights,  and  Liberties  of  the  Church, 
^  for  the  Profit  and  Commodity  of  the  kealm,  and  for 

*  the  Intcreft  and  Honour  of  the  Kiog :  And,  laftly^  that 

*  he  might  clear  himfelf  in  Parliament  of  feveraJ  Crimes 
^  laid  to  his  Charge,  and  publiflied  all  over  England  to 

*  his  Prejudice  *».' 

This  occafioned  a  great  Debate  amongft  the  Lords 
on  the  Queftion,  *  Whether  the  Nobility  of  the  Land 

*  {hould  be  put  to  anfwer,  except  before  their  Peers  in 

^  open  Parliament  ?  A  Committee  of  twelve  Peers  was  A  Committee  of 
appointed  to  draw  up  a  Reprefentation  to  his  Majefty  j  ^^5^^^  P«5"  «P" 
and  they  were  alfo  to  inquire  concerning  the  Crimes  ^j^J^j^qJ^J^^* 
laid  to  the  Archbifhop's  Charge,  and  fairly  to  reprefent 
how  far   they   thought  him  blameable.     Mr.  Jojhua 
Barnes  ^^  who  we  have  before  mentioned,  and  who 
wrote  the  Life  of  this  great  King  in  one  large  Volume 
in  Folio,  has  very  faithfully  colle£led,  from  the  Parlia- 
ment-Rolls and  other  Records,  fuch  Materials  as  were 
proper  for  his  Purpofe ;  and  is  fo  particular  in  the  Sequel 
of  the  Controversy  betwixt  the  King  and  the  Prelate, 
R  2  that 

b  It  was  greatly  fufpe^^ed  that  the  Archbiftiop,  at  the  Inftigation  of 
Pope  Benedi^  XII.  who  was  a  Frenebmtin,  and  confequently  no  Friend  to 
Ed-mard'i  Conqueib  in  that  Kingdom,  had  played  falfe  in  this  Matter. 
Sfxtd^t  CbroH,  p.  574. 

CaWer  writes,  Thit  Burghwa/b,  Bifhop  o^Lincolrtt  and  %\r  Geoffrey  Scrope, 
one  of  the  Judges,  had  an  old  Grudge  agiinft  Archbi/hop  Stratford,  and 
icized  this  Opportunity  to  pufli  the  Advantage  againft  him. 

.See  the  AfT-iir  at  Length  in  the  fame  Author,  where  the  Peerage  of  the 
BiHiops,  and  their  Right  of  being  tried  ptr  Pares,  is  learnedly  maintainod 
•pinft  the  Opinion  of  Sir  Edward  Coke,  p.  544* 

^  Some  Time  CrAt^i  Prorenbr  in  the  Univerfity  of  CtfjR^r/i/ff* 
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K.  Edward lll.iS^^iv^t  cannot  do  better  than  give  it  our  Readers  in 
that  Author's  own  Words  : 

«  Whereupon  are  named  four  Bifliops,  four  Earls, 

<  and  four  Barons,  to  draw  up  the  Platform  for  tho 

*  King's  View,  Thefe  being  alfo  to  inquire  concem- 
^  ing  the  Crimes  laid  a^nft  the  Archbifhop,  and  to 

£  *4*  ]     *  prepare  them  for  the  King,  among  other  Things  dc- 

<  termined,  that  the  Lord-Chancellor,  the  Lord-Trea- 

*  furer,  and  other  high  Officers  of  State,  fhould  be  in- 
'  eluded  under  the  Names  of  Peers,  and  fet  down  a  Re- 

<  queft,  that  all  Conditions  and  Eftates  might  enjoj 

*  their  proper  and  peculiar  Liberties.     By  that  Time 

<  thefe  Things  were  thus  forwarded,  the  Archbifhop 

<  came  again  to  the  Parliament,  but  was  forbid  by  the 

*  Captain  of  the  King's  Guard,  Sir  fFilliam  Atttwotd^ 
«  to  enter :  Whereupon  he  fpake  thus  to  the  People 

*  that  flocked  about  him,  "  My  Friends,  the  King,  by 
<<  his  Writ  of  Summons,  hath  called  me  to  this  Parlia- 
«*  ment,  and  I,  who  am  the.chief  Peer  of  the  Realm, 
**  and  who,  next  the  King,  have  the  firft  Voice  in  Par- 
<<  liament,  claim  the  Rights  of  my  Church  of  Canter- 
^«  iwry,  and  therefore  require  Entrance  into  Parliament*'/ 

^  ^  But  when  for  all  this  being  kept  out  by  the  Guard,  he 

<  ceuld  not  enter,  he  took  his  Crofs  in  his  own  Hands, 

<  and  folemnly  protefted,  that  he  would  not  ftir  from 

*  that  Place,  till  the  King  gave  him  Leave  to  come  into 

<  Parliament,  or  a  fufficient  Reafon  why  he  fhould  not. 

*  While  he  flbod  there  in  this  Manner,  fome  that  were  by 
^  began  to  revile  him,  telling  him  that  he  was  a  Traitor, 

<  and  he  deceiv'd  the  King,  and  betrayed  the  Realm :  To 
«  whom  the  Archbifcop  &id,  "  TheCurfe  of  Almighty 
**  God,  and  of  his  blefled  Mother,  and  of  St.  Thomas^ 
«<  and  mine  alfo,  be  upon  the  Heads  of  them  that  inform 
«« the  King  fo,,  Amen^  Amen'*  In  this  Hurry  certain 
«  Noblemen  chancing  to  come  out,  he  befought  them 

<  to  requeft  the  King  in  his  Behalf,  and  for  the  Right 

*  of  his  Church  of  Canterbury  ;  this  they  kindly  promi- 

*  fed  him  to  do ;  and  accordingly,  by  the  Interceffion 
«  and  Favour  of  the  Lords,  the  King  gave  Leave  for  his 

*  Admiflion  into  the  Houfe ;  where  he  offered  to  purge 

*  himfelf  lawfully  in  Parliament  of  the  Crimes  objeacd 

*  again  ft 

<  Tyrrel  fays  the  Ardibiihop  of  Canterbury  was  not  iiunsDOAM  to  liu* 
PariiamcQt. 
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^  againft  him  ;  but  he.  was  referred  to  the  ConfiderationK*  Eiwtrd  III. 

*  of  the  twelve  Peers,  who  had  his  Caufc  in  Hand  at 

*  that  Time.     On  the  loth  of  Aprils  being  Thurfday^ 

*  the  King  came  into  St.  Edward's  Chamber,  commonly 

*  called  the  Painted'Chamber^  before  whom,  in  Sight     r  ^. -  j 

*  of  the  Lords  and  Commons,  the  Archbilhop  bumbled     *•    ^^  •' 

*  himfelf,  and  required  his  gracious  Pardon ;  whicb^ 

<  upon  the  whole  Parliament's  general  Suit  and  Intreaty^ 

<  his  Majefty  grant^.    After  which  the  Archbifliop  de- 

<  fired,  that  whereas  he  was  ^ublickly  defamed  through 

*  the  Realm,  he  might  now  be  arraigned  in  open  Par- 

*  liament  belForc  his  Peers  :  But  the  King  anfwered.  He 

*  would  firft  attend  to  the  common  Anairs,  and  after 

<  that  examine  lighter  Matters.  However,  a  little  after^ 

*  without  any  more  Accufation,  or  Anfwer,  the  King» 

<  of  his  own  Accord,  declared  him  legally  purged  and 

*  excufed  ;  his  Majefty  having  no  Mind  to  deftroy  fo 

*  able  a  Minifter,  but  only  to  humble  him  and  break  hit 

*  high  Prelatical  Obftinacy ;  which,  for  a  while,  feemed 

*  ready  to  cope  with  the  Kegal  Power.' 

A  Reverend  Writer  of  Ecclefiaftical  Hiftory  •  baa 
gone  much  farther,  to  clear  the  Archbifliop  from  this 
great  Imputation,  than  Barnes  has  done ;  and  though  ho 
may  be  reprefented  as  an  Author  too  partial  to  the  Pre- 
lacy, yet  we  think  what  he  fays  has  too  much  Weight 
in  it  to  be  omitted. 

'  The  King's  Complaint  againft  the  Prelate  in  his 

*  Letters,  the  Articles  drawn  up  againft  him,  and  the 

*  other  Preparations  for  his  Trial,  ^em  only  to  be  done 

*  ad  faciindum  Pofiulum.  In  fliort,  it  looks  highly  pro* 

*  bable  the  youne  King  had  either  been  miiled,  or  over 

*  liberal  to  his  Favourites.     Great  Taxes   had  been 

*  granted  to  profecute  and  make  Way  for  the  Title  to 

*  France  j^tid  yet  the  People's  Expectations  were  baulk'd» 

*  and  that  Expedition  had,  by  no  Means,  anfwered  up  to 

*  the  PtoCpeA  and  Expence.  That  the  Subjeft  therefore 

*  might  not  be  backward  to  contribute  to  the  Support 

*  of  the  War,  it  was  thought  advifeable  to  lay  the  pub- 

*  lie  Mifcarria^e  upon  the  Archbifliop :  By  this  £xpe« 
^  dient,  the  iting  would  be  (kreened,  the  Court  lie 

*  under  ^belter,  and  the  People  better  difpofed  for  the 

*  Payment  of  another  Tax.     And  tho*  fome  fufpeA  the 

R  3  «  Arch- 

«  Collitr^l  Efc/efiaficai  Bifttry^  p.  545* 
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K.  Edvard  ni.«  Archbifhop  was  gained  by  the  Pope  to  clog  the  War, 

*  by  not  furnifliing  the  Money  in  due  Time,  and  that 
^  he  perfuaded  the  King  to  drop  the  Knterprize,  and 
<  make  a  Peace ;  notwithftanding  this  ConjctSlure,  I  fay^ 

f  2AJ.  ^     *  there  are  two  Things  which  go  a  great  Way  in  iho 
V    H  -f     c  Proof  of  the  Archbimop's  Innocence. 

I.  ^  It  is  highly  probable  the  King  was  fatisfied  of 

*  Stratford's  Integrity,  becaufe  when,  upon  breaking  up 

*  of  this  Parliament,  he  made  another  Expedition  into 

*  France^  he  took  the  ArchbKhop  into  Favour,  and  made 

*  him  one  of  the  chief  Minifters  of  State, 

IL  *  Becaufe,  in  the  next  Parliament,  held  two  Years 

*  after,  the  King  commanded  that  the  Articles  of  Im- 

*  peachment,  drawn  up  againft  the  Archbifhop  of  Can- 

*  terbury^  fliould  be  brought  into  the  Houfe  to  be  an- 

*  nulled  and  declared  infignificant.   The  Motive  aflign'd 

*  for  this  Order  is,  becaufe  the  Matter  contained  in  the 

*  faid  Articles  was  neither  reafonable  nor  true.     Thcfe 

*  Things  put  together  amount,  in  my  Opinion,  to  a 
«  full  Evidence  for  the  Archbifhop's  Juftificaiion/ 

The  farther  Proceedings  of  this  Parliament  require 
fomewhat  more  Attention  than  the  former,  a  Matter  of 
^reat  Moment  being  the  Confequence  thereof.  To  clear 
the  Way  better  before  us,  we  (hall  fubjoin  another  Quo- 
tation from  Barnes^  in  order  to  lay  the  Affair  more  open, 
and  do  it  all  the  Juftice  it  deferves. 

•  Upon  Occafion  of  the  late  Conteft,  between  the 

*  King  and  the  Prelate,  the  Clergy  of  England^  in  this 

*  Parliament,  made  their  Requefts  to  the  King,  That 

*  the  Liberties  of  Holy  Church  may  be  kept,  and  the 

*  Great  Charter  be  newly  proclaimed,  and  by  Oath 

*  confirmed.  The  King  anfwered,  "  That  it  was  his 
**  Deiire  that  Magna  Charta  (hould  be  obfervcd  ;  but 
**  that  it  feemed  to  him  fufficient,  for  eitl-:r  that,  or 
•*  other  their  Liberties,  to  be  exemplified  un^er  the 
•*  Great  Seal;  and  that  more  Oaths  were  not  neceffary; 
**  cfpeciaily  fince  already  too  many  were  forfworn 
**  throughout  the  Land  ^" 

*  Then  they  (hewed  how  feveral  of  the  Clergy  were 

*  imprifoned  by  the  King's  Officers  without  due  Procefs, 

and 

r  Mr.  Tyrrely  in  reciting  this  Refufal  of  the  King's,  on  Account  of  the 
Multiplicity  of  Oaths,  makci  tliis  flircwd  Remark,  •  This,  by  the  Way, 
«  /hews,  Uy%  he,  that  Oaths  taken  of  Courfc  were  no  better  kept  ia  lhoJ« 

*  Times  than  the^  are  io  ours  3*  nor  even  in  1  imes  after  his. 
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*  and  that  therefore  they  hiay  be  delivered  :  To  which  •^•^^«^<'  ^*^* 

*  the  King  anfwered,  '*  That  he  intended  not  any  Cler-  . 
•'  gyman  ihould  be  attached  againft  Law  ;  and  that  he  t  *^5  J 
^*  would  be  ready  to  hear,  if  any  was  in  that  Manner 

^*  imprifonedy  either  againft  Magna  Charta^  or  the 
*•  Statute  of  Northampton.'* 

•  They  complain'd  further,  That  fevcral  of  the  King's 
^  Officers  had  entered  divers  Religious  Houfes,  and  ha- 

*  ving,  by  Oath,  extorted  a  Confeffion  of  Goods  there 

*  depofited,  carried  them  away.  The  King  anfwered, 
*'  That  he  would  not  his  Officers  ihould  do  thus :  But 
'*  that  if  Laymen,  to  defraud  him,  did  conceal  their 
*'  Goods  in  luch  Places,  then  the  Privilege  (hould  not 
•'  avail*:  For  fo  the  King  is  wronged." 

^  On  Saturday  following  the  Lords  petitioned.  That  Petitioni  of  the 

*  Magna  Charta  might,  in  all  Points,  be  obferved  fo  as  Lo«i«  and  Com- 

*  fuch  Pcrfons,  who  are  neither  appealed,  nor  indifted,  "^'"* 
«  nor  prefented  at  the  Suit  of  any,  and  yet  have  their 

^  Goods,  Lands,  or  PofTeffions  taken  away,  may  be  re- 

*  ftored  thereto  again.*  **  In  anfwer  w  this  the  King 
"  granted,  for  him  and  his  Heirs  for  ever,  that  if  any  Pcr- 
**  fon  commit  any  Acft  contrary  to  the  Form  of  Magna 
•'  Charta^  or  any  other  good  Law,  he  fliall  be  liable 
**  to  anfwer  it  in  Parliament,  or  clfe  where  he  ought  by 
«  Law.*' 

^e  following  an  the  Petitions  of  the  Commons^  with  tbehr 
refpe^ive  Anfwtrs. 

Commons.  *  That  the  Chancellor  and  other  Officers 

*  of  State,  there  named  in  the  Records,  may,  upon  their 

*  Entrance  into  the  faid  Offices,  be  fworn  to  obfervc  the 

*  Laws  of  the  Land,  and  Magna  Charta. 

King.  The  King  willeth  the  fame. 

Commons.  *  That  every  Man,  for  Debts  due  to  the 

*  King's  Anceftors,  may  have  therefore  Charters  of  Par- 

*  don,  of  Courfe  out  of  the  Chancery. 

King.  The  King  granteth. 

Commons.  *  That  certain  Perfons,  by  Commiffion^ 

*  may  hear  the  Accounts  of  thofe  who  have  received 

*  Woolls,  Monies,  or  other  Aid  for  the  King,  and  that 

*  the  fame  may  be  enrolled  in  the  Chancery. 

Kincr.  //  pleafeth  the  King^  fo  as  the  Treafurer  and 
Lord  Chief  Baron  may  be  joined  in  the  Commijjion. 

Commons^ 
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JIU  Sdw0rd  UL  Cmmffts.  <  That  the  Ordinance  made  at  Ntfrthamptm^ 
r  ^.g  1  *  That  Min  of  ivil  Life  and  Converfatiottjhould  be  attach-' 
'*'*••     ^  edj  may  be  repealed  j  becaufe,  on  Pretence  thereof^ 

*  fliany  boneft  Men  have  been  arrefted. 

King.  The  King  doth  revoke  it. 

Commons. '  That  many  Cooimiffions^  whereby  (uodiy 

*  Men  have  been  fined  outragioufly  by  the  Commiffion- 
^  era,  may  be  revoked,  and  new  ones  granted  to  others. 

King.  The  King  is  pleafed  that  the  famejhall  he  done 
in  the  Prefence  of  himy  of  the  Lords ^  and  certain  of  tba 
Commons* 

Commons.  '  That  thq  Chancellor,  and  all  other  Offi- 

*  cers  there  named,  may  be  chofen  in  open  Parliament ; 

*  they,  at  the  fame  Time,  to  be  openly  (Worn  to  obfervc 

*  the  Laws  aforefaid. 

King.  The  King  yieldeth  only  thus  mucb^  That  if  any 
fuch  Office,  by  the  Death  or  other  Failure  of  the  Incum^ 
ienty  become  voidy  the  Choice  to  remain  folely  in  the  King^ 
he  taking  ther^  the  AJfent  of  his  Council:  BtU  that  every 
fuch  Officer  ftim  be  fworn^  at  the  next  Par liamint^  accord^ 
ing  to  the  Petition  \  and  thaty  every  Parliament  follow^ 
ingy  the  Kingjhall  refume  into  his  Hands  all  fuch  Offices  i 
fo  as  the  f aid  Officers  Jhall  be  left  liable  to  anfwer  all  Ob^ 
jedions* 
\Vhich,  being        *  Hereupon,  at  the  Rcqueft  of  the  whole  Three  Eftates 
•dented  to  by  the  <  made  unto  the  King,  thefe  Articles  were  declared  Sta- 
dia tTbe^Stt-  *  ^"'^'  as  on  the  Back  of  the  Roll  doth  appear:  Which, 
totes  I  '  ^  with  the  Conditions,  were  afterwards  read  before  the 

*  King,  his  OflScers  being  prefent,  as  the  Chancellor, 

*  Treafurer,  Juftices  of  both  Benches,  Steward  of  the 

*  King's  Chamber,  and  others,  all  which  Officers  were 

*  fworn  on  the  Crois  ol  Canterbury  to  perform  the  fame : 
^  Only  the  Chancellor,  Treafurer,  and  certain  of  the 
^  Juftices  refufed  the  faid  Oath,  as  being  repugnant  to 
^  their  former  Oath  and  the  Laws  of  the  Realm.  How- 

*  ever,  for  that  Time,  the  Statutes  and  Conditions  afore- 

*  faid,  together  with  the  Commiffions  to  inquire  after 
^  Oppreflions,  were  exemplified  under  the  Great  Seal, 

*  and  delivered  to  the  Lords  and  Commons. 

|.  ,  This  extraordinary  ConceiSon  from  the  Crown  being 

I  247  J     ^j^yg  ratified  and  pafled  into  a  Statute,  the  King  foon 

after  fought  to  revoke,  by  a  Method  more  extraordinary 

than  the  Grant  \  and  which  was  a  Stretch  of  the  Royal 

Pre- 
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Prerogative  greater  than  wc  have  yet  met  widi,  fince  the  ^*  ESwardia. 
Three  £ftates  of  the  Realm  were  eftabliflicd :  For, 
ikortly  after,  Ac  King,  by  Advice  of  his  Council  only,  , 

and  without  any  Parliament^  did  abrogate  what  he  ht-^^^^J^^ 
fore  was,  as  he  fays,  forced  into,  and  had  ftiiFered  to  pals  without  ConfeAt 
into  a  Law.  This  was  done  by  Special  Writs,  direSedo^  P*'***^**^^ 
to  all  the  Peers,  und  to  all  the  Sheriffs  in  England^  com- 
manding the  latter  to  proclaim  it  throughout  their  feveral 
Wvifions.  The  Writ  to  the  ShcrifFof  I/«ftfAr/»/V/ is  ftill 
extant  in  the  Public  A€is  s,  and  in  the  StatuUs  at  largt ; 
into  die  laft  of  which  Records  it  got,  we  fuppoTe,  by  be- 
ing confirmed  by  Ad  of  Parliament  two  Years  after. 
The  whole  Writ  is  tranflated  by  Barnes^  for  the  Rarity 
of  it,  as  he  fays ;  but  Dr.  Brady  has  given  us  a  Tranfla« 
tion  of  another,  direded  totheArchbifhopof  C^n/zrii^rK 
the  Original  of  which  is  prcferved  in  his  Jppendix^^ 
which  we  think  is  fomewhat  more  curious  than  the  for- 
mer ;  efpecially,  fince  it  plainly  proves,  contrary  to  Mr* 
Collur*s  Conclufions,  that  the  King  was  not  fo  well 
iatisfied  with  the  Prelate's  Integrity  as  that  Writer  would 
have  us  believe.  The  Traifiation  of  the  Writ  is  aa 
follows : 

The  King  to  theVemrabli Father  iwChrift,  John  Archhijhof 
of  Canterbury,  Primati  of  all  England,  Greetings 

«*  "\XZ^^^*^^^^  ^^^^  Time  fince  in  our  Parliament  atxheKing^Writ 
«    'VV     Weftminfler^  aflembled  in  the  ^indem  of lothcArchbifliop 
«<  Eafier  laft  paft,  there  were  certain  Petitions  made,  ex-  J^  Canterbury, 
«  prefly  contrary  to  the  Laws  and  Cuftoms  of  England,  ^^/^^^  ^r'tc- 
**  and  not  only  very  prejudicial,  but  reproachful  alfo  tovojungthcfamc, 
^*  our  Royal  Dignity ;  which,  if  we  had  not  permitted  to 
♦*  have  been  drawn  into  a  Statute,  the  faid  Parliament  had 
•'  been  without  Succefs,  and  diffblvcd  in  Difcord,  and  fo 
**  our  Wars  with  France  and  Scotland^  which  we  princi-     p      «  , 
•*  pally  undertook  by  your  Advice,  had  very  likely  been     *■  H    4 
•*  (which  God  forbid)  in  Ruin :  And  we,  to  avoid  fuch 
•*  Dangers,  permitting  Proteftations  of  revoking  thofe 
♦'  Things,  when  we  could  conveniently,  that  had  To  been 
•«  extorted  from  us  againft  our  Will,  yet  permitted  them 
♦*  to  be  fealed  with  our  Seal  at  that  Time :  And  aftcr- 
**  ward  by  the  Advice  and  Aflent  of  the  Earls,  Barons, 

**and. 

C  Fetil  Ang,  Tom.  V.  p.  282.     DatM  at  Weftminjier,  0£!,  I, 
h  BrtJhj^  p.  22 1>  222  \  in  /9fptnd^  8S, 
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J^  Edward  lll.<c  jii^d  other  wife  Men,  for  lawful  Caufes,  becaufe  our 
*^  Confent  was  wanting  [«r,  as  it  is  in  the  Revocation  di- 
*'  rtSled  to  the  Sheriff  of  I^incoln,  '  becaufe  We  Jicver 
*'  confented  to  the  making  of  the  Statute ;  but,  as  then  it 
**  behoved  us,  we  diflembled  in  the  Premifies,  ^c.  ]  we 
^^  have  declared  it  null,  and  that  it  ought  not  to  have  the 
^^  Name  and  Force* of  a  Statute.     And  we  underftand 
<^  you  have  commanded  a  Provincial  Council  to  meet  at 
**  London^  on  the  Morrow  of  St.  Luke  next  coming ;  in 
**  which  you  intend  to  excite  the  Bifliops  of  your  Pro- 
^<  vince  againft  us,  and  to  ordain  and  declare  fome  Things 
<<  prejudicial  to  us,  about  confirming  the  faid  pretended 
•*  Statute,  and  for  the  Enervation,  Depreflion,  and  Di- 
**  minution  of  our  Royal  Jurifdidion,  Rights,  and  Prc- 
**  rogatives,  for  the  Prefervation  whereof  we  are  bound 
**  by  Oath  ;  alfo  concerning  the  Proccfs  depending  be- 
*'  tween  us  and  you  for  certain  Matters  charged  upon 
<<  you  by  us  ;  and  that  you  intend  to  promulge  grievous 
**  Cenfures  concerning  thefe  Things :  We,  willing  to 
<<  prevent  fo  great  Miichief,  do  fiiidly  forbid,  that  in 
*'  that  Council  you  dare  to  propound,  or  any  ways  at- 
**  tempt,  or  caufe  to  be  attempted,  any  Thing  in  De-r 
*'  rogation  or  Diminution  of  our  Royal  Dignity,  Power^ 
^*  or  Rights  of  the  Crown,  or  of  the  Laws  and  Cuftoms 
**  of  our  Kingdom,  or  in  Prejudice  of  the  Procefs  afore- 
*'  faid,  or  in  Confirmation  of  the  pretended  Statute,  or 
**  otherwife,  in  Contumely  of  our  Name  and  Hon6ur, 
**  or  to  the  Grievance  or  Difadvantage  of  our  Counfcl- 
*  lors  or  Servants :  Know  ye,  that  if  ye  do  thefe  Things^ 
**  we  will  profecute  you,  as  our  Enemy  and  Violator  of 
**  our  Rights,  with  as  much  Severity  as  lawfully  we  may. 
IVitnejs  the  King  at  Weftminfter  the  \ft  Day  of  Oc- 
tober. ' 
r  249  ]         Dr.  Brady  is  of  Opinion  that  the  Agreement  concern- 
ing the  chief  Officers  of  State,  which  the  King  had,  in* 
advertently,  let  pafs  into  the  Form  of  a  Statute,  was  the 
Contrivance  of  the  Archbifhop,  Bilhops,  and  Clergy ; 
fctf  it  was  a  great  Trouble  to  them  that  the  Chancellor, 
Treafurer,  and  feveral  other  OfHcers,  who  were  of  that 
Order,  had  been  put  out  of  their  Places,  at  the  King's 
Arrival  in  England^  and  Laymen  placed  in  their  Stead  *. 

*  But 

i  Rex  Edwardus  Angliam  intrawty  Minifirot  fuos^  viz.  Caitcellarium^ 
Thefjursriumy  et  alioi  amovit,  tica  CIcriios,  imo  Suklara  aJ /iltuit^m  Jnnm 
fubjiituit,     W-dCngham,  p.  J50. 
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'  But  fince  Dn  Brady  and  Mr.  Barnes  are  reprefentedK.  .Ei^Mri  lu. 
0s  Writers  too  partial  to  the  Prerogative  Royal,  and  as  j^g^jj^^j^^  »|^^^, 
thefe  later  Proceedings,  in  a  Parliamentary  Way,  with  om 
the  King's  great  Stretch  of  Power  over  them,  are  the 
jnoft  remarkable  of  any  Tranfadions  in  this  Reign,  we 
fhall  fubjoin  lAx.Tyrrers  Thoughts  on  the  Matter;  who, 
as  he  was  a  Writer  apparently  fet  up  to  contradid  Dr. 
Bradfs  Notions  of  Regal  Power,  the  Point  in  View  may 
be  the  better  cleared  between  them. 

After  fpeaking  of  the  King's  Writ  to  the  SheriflF  of 
Jjincoln^  and  giving^an  Abftrad  of  that  to  the  Archbifhop 
of  Canterbury^  he  goes  on  and  fays, 

^  But  though  it  muft  be  granted  that  this  was  a  high 

*  Stretch  of  the  King's  Prerogative,  and  fuch  as  our 
^  Times  would  not  bear,  yet  even  then,  when  neither  the 
^  Bifhops,  Barons,  nor  Commons  in  Parliament,  ever 

*  gave  their  Confents  to  this  Revocation,  they  were  not 
'  at  all  fatisHed  with  this  Precedent ;  for  in  the  next 
'  Parliament  of  the  feventeenth  of  this  King,  this  Sta- 
^  tute  above-mentioned  was  by  them  legally  made  void 
'  and  repealed,  without  any  Mention  of  the  King's  late 
*'  Writ  or  Proclamation,  as  appears  upon  the  Statute 

*  Roll,  though  not  printed  in  our  Statute  Books. 

'  This  Revocation  very  well  deferves  our  further  Re- 
^  mark  ;  for  fince  no  more  than  the  King's  Writ  to  the 

*  Sheriff  of  Lincolnjhire  was  thought  fit  to  be  printed  by 
^  thofe  who  firft  publifhed  the  Statutes  in  England^  with«- 
^  out  the  fubfequent  Statute  lafl  mentioned,  it  hath  been 

*  commonly  made  ufe  of  by  the  high  Aflertors  of  the 

*  Royal  Prerogative,  a^  a  fufficient  Precedent  to  prove, 

*  that  the  King  alone  has  a  Power  to  make  void  and  re- 

^  peal  any  Law  or  Statute  that  he  fliall  judge  derogatory     [  250  ] 
'  to  his  Prerogative,  or  the  Laws  and  Cuiloms  of  the 

*  Realm  \  and  he  needs  no  more  but  to  fay,  as  King  Ed^ 

*  vjard  did  in  this  Cafe,  That  he  difTembled  in  the  Pre- 

*  mifes,  and  never  gave  his  free  Confent,  but  only  to 

*  avoid  greater  Dangers,  or  to  obtain  a  Subfidy  when  he 

*  needed  it  to  carry  on  his  Wars :  But  the  Lords  and 

*  Commons  were  not  fatisfied  with  this  Doftrine  j  and 

*  tho'  they  would  not  quarrel  with  the  King  as  to  what 
'  was  paffed,  yet  it  is  evident  they  were  not  fatisfied  with 
^  his  Prerogative  in  vacating  this  Statute,  or  elfe  there 

*  had  been  no  Need  for  them  to  have  made  another  Re- 

*  peal 
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JU  JAswr/m.^  peal  of  it:  And  tho*  the  learned  Mr.  Barnts^  in  his  ela* 
I    *  ixMrate  Hiftory  of  this  King's  Reign,  hath  been  fo  can- 

*  did  as  to  recite,  Virbatim^  not  only  the  King's  Writ  of 
«  Revocation,  but  the  unprinted  Statute  laft  mentioned, 
«  yet  he  looks  upon  it  as  a  mcer  Refult  of  the  King's  Pre* 

*  rogative  Royal,  in  thofe  Days  eftcemed  of  fufficient 

*  Force,  and  as  fuch  afterwards  confirmed  bv  Aft  of 
^  Parlianoent  j  which  I  can  by  no  Means  gather  from 
^  this  Statute,  but  rather  conclude  the  contrary  from 

*  this  very  Inftance/ 

To  conclude  our  Accounts  of  this  Parliament,  we 
Ihall  only  take  Notice  of  another  Particular,  which  is, 
that,  the  Neceflxty  of  the  King's  Affairs  requiring  !t. 
20,000  Sacks  of  Wooll  were  ordered  to  be  tranfported 
beyond  Sea,  before  Michaelmas  next  coming ;  and  it 
was  provided  that  no  Man  before  that  Time  ihould  fend 
over  any  Wooll,  on  Pain  of  thrice  the  Value,  and  Lo6 
of  Life  and  Member  ^. 

If  our  Quotations  relating  to  the  Affairs  of  the  laft 

•         Parliament  are  thought  too  long,  we  come  now  to  a 

Gap  of  Time  in  which  we  can  find  little  to  ourPurpofe: 

For,  except  a  Parliament,  or  rather  a  great  Council  of 

the  Peers  only,  which  the  King  held  at  Wejlmnjiir  about 

the  latter  End  of  ^^rrV,  in  the  Year  1341,  in  which  was 

nothing  tranfaded  Worth  our  Notice,  we  do  not  meet 

with  another  real  Parliament  called  'till  the  Year  after. 

The  King,  in  this  Interval,  had  been  warmly  engaged 

[  251  ]     in  a  double  War,  and  had  perfonally  vifited  both  Franct 

and  Scotland  in  a  hoftile  Manner.     The  Exploits  and^ 

Succefs  of  which  we  muft  leave  to  our  Military  Hiftorians, 

and  come  to  a  Parliament  which  the  King  called  to  meet 

AnnoRcgm  17.*^  IVeftminfler,  Jpril  23,  1343.    The  Caufcs  for  fum- 

1343.         moning,  exprefled  in  the  Writ  itfelf,  being,  *  to  treat 

'  and  advife  with  his  Great  Men  what  was  bcft  to  bo 

MWeJiminpr.  ^  ^^^^  j^  j^j^  prcfent  Affairs ;  particularly  concerning  the 

*  Truce  lately  made  with  his  Enemy  of  France^  and 
<  about  the  good  Government  and  Safety  of  his  Realm 

*  and  People. 

The  Parliament  being  met,  the  Lord-Chancellor  fent 
for  Sir  Bartholomew  Burgherjh  to  come  into  the  Houfc  ; 
who,  having  been  with  the  King  at  the  making  of  the 

late 

k  Barnes,  BraJy,  and  Tjrrel,  from  the  Rolls. 
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late  Truce,  was  to  declare  what  he  knew  concerning  it.  K.  BimsM  IXU 
Whereupon  the  Knight  fpoke  to  this  Purport :  *  That 
after  the  King  had  begun  the  War  with  francf^  by 
Aflent  of  the  rrelates>  Great  Men,  and  Commons,  to 
obtain  his  Rights  and  Inheritance  there,  be  had  divers 
Times  pailed  the  Sea  with  his  Army,  and,  after  his  laft 

!ping  over,   had  taken  feveral  Towns,  Caftl^,  and 
>  orts  in  Brttagnt ;  but  that  whilft  he  lay  at  the  Sieg» 
of  Fannesy  he  was  defired  by  the  Pope,  for  the  Honour 
of  God  and  Holy  Church,  to  accept  of  the  Mediatioa 
of  two  Cardinals,  whom  he  fhould  fend  to  him,  to  me- 
diate a  Truce,  untill  a  Peace  could  be  treated  of:  Aikl 
then  concluded.  That  the  Kbg,  perceiving  the  Truce 
to  be  honourable,  and  advantageous  to  him  and  his 
Allies,  afTented  to  it :  That,  during  the  Continuance 
thereof^  a  Treaty  of  Peace  might  be  had,  before  the 
Pope,  as  a  Mediator  and  Friend,  but  not  as  a  Judge  ; 
which  Peace,  if  good  and  honourable,  the  King  would 
accept  of;  if  not,  he  would  pvrfue  his  QuarreK  And 
Sir  Barth$lomiw  further  iaid.  That  becauie  the  War 
was  begun  by  the  common  Advice  of  the  Prelates^ 
Great  Men,  and  Commons,  the  King  would  not  treat 
of,  or  make.  Peace  without  the  like  Aflent.'  Where-* 
fore  the  Prelates  and  Great  Men  were  charged  to  «(- 
femble  on  Thurfday  the  firft  of  May^  in  the  JVhiti- 
Chamber  S  to  treat,  advife,  and  agree  among  them- 
(elves.  Whether  the  King  ought  to  fend  any  Envoys 
to  the  Court  of  Romiy  to  propound  his  Right  before     r  jcz  1 
the  Pope,  or  not  ?  And,  in  the  (ame  Manner,  the  Knights    ^    ^    ^ 
of  Counties  and  Commons  were  charged  to  aflemble 
in  the  Painied'Chamhery  Chaumbre  dipiynti^  to  treat  and 
advife  in  like  Manner,  and  to  report  their  Anfwer  and 
Agreement,  in  full  Parliament,  at  the  fame  Time. 

On  which  Day,  the  Prelates  and  Great  Men  anfwered, 
their  Advice  was,  *  That  the  Truce  was  honourable, 
^  and  advantageous  to  the  King  and  all  his  Friends ;  and 

*  that  every  Chriftian  ought  to  wi(h  that  the  War,  which 

<  was  fo  great  and  hurtful  to  all  Chriflians,  might  foon 

*  end  in  ^  Peace  :  Wherefore  they  agreed  to  the  Truce  ; 

*  and  that  the  King  fhould  fend  Meffengers  to  Rome^  to  ' 

<  iay^before  the  Pope,  as  a  Mediator  and  Friend,  but 

«  not 

I  Emli  Ckaumhrg  hlaumbt.    Now  the  Court  of  Re^ueib. 
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K.  EdwsrdlU.c  j^^^  ^s  a  Judge  ",  his  Rights  and  Demands,  in  order  tc3 

*  a  Treaty  of  Peace,  according  to  the  Form  of  the  Truce. 
'  And  then  the  Knights  of  Counties  came  in,  and  thef 

*  Commons,  and  anfwered  by  Sir  lyUlwm  Trujfelj  in 

*  the  IVhite'Chamber^  who,   in   the  Prefence   of  the 

*  King,  Prelates,  and  Great  Men  there,  on  Behalf  of  the 

*  Knights  and  Commons,  that  they  wete  fully  agreed  the 
«  Truce  fhould  be  kept,  to  the  End  a  good  and  honour- 

*  able  Peace  might  be  made :  And  further,  the  faid  Com- 

*  mons  prayed  the  King  to  fend  exprefs  Envoys,  or  Mef- 

*  fengcrs,  to  treat  of  Peace,  as  abovefaid  j  and,  in  cafe 
^  he  could  have  an  honourable'  add  advantageous  Peace 

*  for  himfelf  and  his  Friends,  that  he  would  accept  of  it  ; 

*  but  if  not,  the  faid  Commons  declared,  that  they  would 
^  aid  and  affift  Mm,  and  maintain  his  Quarrel  with  all 

*  their  Power  ".* 

It  was  here  alfo  enabled.  That  the  Statute  made  at 
Wefiminfler  the  15th  of  this  King,  and  which  he  had 
foon  after  revoked,  as  has  been  mentioned,  fbould  ac- 
cordingly be  utterly  repealed,  and  lofe  the  Name  of  a 
Statute,  as  contrary  to  the  Laws  of  a  King's  Preroga- 
t  *S3  ]  tivc.  But,  fincethe  Articles  there  made  were  thought 
reafonable,  it  was  enaded  that  fuch  Articles,  with  fome 
others  agreed  on  in  this  Parliament,  fhould,  by  the  Ad-» 
vice  of  the  Judges,  be  made  into  a  Statute  ®. 

An  Ecclefiaftical  Affair  of  great  Confequencfc  camcf 

alfo  before  this  Parliament,  which,  tho'  fomewhat  long, 

is  of  too  great  Concern  to  be  omitted.    We  fliall  there* 

fore  give  Jojhua  Barneses  Account  of  it  in  his  own 

Words. 

The  Commom       *  ^^  ^^'^  Parliament  it  is  recorded.  That  the  Commons 

lemonftratc       *  of  England  made  great  Complaint  of  the  Provifions  and 

apoiinft  the  In-c  Refervations  coming  from  the  Court  of  Rome ;  where-^ 

S^Pa'^^Pow/r/  *^y  ^^®  P^P^  ^^^^  "P  beforehand  the  future  Vacancies 
'*  of  Ecclefiaftical  Dignities  for  Aliens,  and  fuch  as  had 

*  nothing  to  do  within  this  Realm.   They  remonftratcd 

*  to 

m  Come  decant  meen  Amy,  mats  rotin  fas  come  yuge,  ne  come  Ccmpromef* 
fair.     Record. 

n  La  diter  Communes  grantercnt  de  hi  eyder  a  mayntener  fa  fuereU  aite 
tcfe  lour  poair.     Record. 

o  Old  Stowe  writes,  that,  in  this  Parliament,  An.  1343,  the  Clergy,  that 
vere  PofTeilbrs  of  Lands,  granted  to  the  King  towards  the  War  all  their 
Jewels  and  Plate,  as  well  Silver  as  Gold^  beAdes  Hoifes»  Caits,  and  Wj^r- 
gons.    Stiwti  Chrott*  p*  239, 
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to  the  King  the  manifold  Inconveniences  cnfuing  there-  K.  Edvwrd  HI. 

by;  as  the  Decay  of  Hofpitality  ;  the  tranfporting  of 

the  Treafure  of  the  Realm  to  the  Maintenance  of  the 

King's  mortal  Enemies;  the  difcovering  of  the  Secrets 

of  the  Kingdom ;  and  the  utter  difcouraging,  difabling, 

and  impoverifhing  of  Scholars,  Natives  of  the  Land. 

Among  other  Inftances,  they  alfo  Ihewed  how  the 

Pope  had  fecretly  granted  unto  two  new  Cardinals 

fundry  Livings   within  the  Realm  of  England^  and 

particulary  to   the  Cardinal  of  Perigort  above   ten 

Thoufand  Marks,  yearly  Colleflions.     Whereupori 

they  humbly  require  the  King  and  his  Lords  to  find  ai 

Remedy  for  thefe   intolerable   Encroachments ;  for 

that  thev  neither  could  nor  would  any  longer  bear  thefe 

heavy  Oppreffions  j  or  elfe  they  defired,  that  his  Ma» 

jefty  and  the  Lords  would  help  them  forcibly  to  expel  the 

Papal  Power  out  of  the  Realm  p. 

*  The  King,  in  Confideration  of  the  Prcmifes,  willeth 
that  the  Lords  and  Commons  among  themfelves,  con- 
fult  of  the  moft  decent  and  fitting  Way,  promifing  his 
Confent  to  any  reafonable  Remedy.     Hereupon  the     [  254  J 
King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  prefently  fent  for  an  A<9: 

made  at  Carlifle  in  the  thirty-fifth  Year  of  Edward  I. 
upon  the  like  Complaint ;  which  utterly  forbad  to  bring, 
or  attempt  to  bring,  any  Thing  into  his  Realm,  which 
(hould  tend  to  the  Diminution  of  the  King's  Preroga- 
tive, or  the  Prejudice  of  his  Lords  and  Commons  "i. 
And  fo  at  this  Time  the  famous  Pi&  of  Provifion  was 
made,  prohibiting  the  bringing  in  of  any  Bull,  or  the 
like  Trinkets,  from  the  Court  of  Rome^  or  the  ufing, 
allowing,  or  enjoying  of  any  fuch  Bull,  Procefs,  or 
any  other  Inftrument  obtained  from  thence,  as  there 
at  large  doth  appear.  This  A61,  however,  as  one  ob- 
ferves,  could  not  be  agreed  to  by  the  Bifhops  and  the 
reft  of  the  Clergy ;  but  they  rather  feem'd  refolved  to 
proteft  againftit,  till  the  King  peremptorily  command- 
ed them  to  furceafe  fuch  Prefumption. 

*  However,  the  Lords  Temporal  only,  and  the  Com- 
mons by  themfelves,  wrote  a  Letter  to  his  Holinefs,  the 
Purport  whereof  followeth,  from  the  Orignal  French. 

To 

P  This  laft  Expreflion  it  not  on  the  Record ;  tho*  it  is  in  the  Abridg- 
mrnt,  added,   no  Doubt,  by  that  good  Proleftjnt  lyUIijm  Vryr.ce, 
1  See  the  Proceedings  uj^on  this  Affair,  p.  131,  147. 
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K.  £Jbtfr^IIL  To  the  Moft  Holy  Father  in  God^  the  Lord  CZrwatf,  b/ 
DiWne  Providence,  of  the  Holy  Raman  and  Cathcdk 
Church  the  Chief  Bifliop ;  his  humble  and  devout 
Children  the  Princes,  Dukes,  Earls,  Barons,  ICnighff^ 
Citizens,  Burgefles,  and  aU  the  Commonalty  of  the 
Realm  of  England^  afl^bled  in  Parliament  at  ^ift* 
minfttTj  devmtly  kiis  his  Holy  Feet. 

^  ^CT'HE  pious  Difcreti&M^  Prudence^  and  E^uity^  tohitb 
vtopon,  "*  feem^  and  ought  indeed^  to  be  in  youy  Mojl  Holy  Fa* 


ALetfter  1 

Pope  tnefcupoxiy  _  .  _  ^ 

fr«mthe  Lotittbifj  who  OTi  fo  holy  and  fo  high  a  Prelait^  H§ad  of  tht 

G^^  ^y^//i^  Churchy  hy  whom  tbo  Catholic  Church  and  PeofU 

^Mthot^tS^uCofGodJbouldy  ashy  the  Sun- Beams  ^  bo  enlightened^  do 

tMl  refafiog     gi^  us  good  Hope^  that  the  jujf  Petit ioTis  hereunder  by  us 

their  ABent.      ^^/^y,  /^ /Air  i/tfJWttr^fJcfusCh  rift,  of  his  Holy  Churchy 

and  of  your  HoUnefs  alfoy  Jball  be  of  ycu  gracioujly  confix 

deredy  and  that  all  Errors  and  Injuftice  Jhall  be  quite  r/- 

moved\  in/lead  whereof  fruitful  Amendment  and  necef 

fary  Remedies^  thro*  the  Grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit ^  which 

youy  in  fo  eminent  a  Degree^  have  received^  may  bg  by 

I  *S5  J     you  gracioujly  ordained  and  applied. 

Wherefore^  Moji  Holy  Father^  after  great  Deliberation^ 
we  all  with  one  AJfent  come  unto  your  HoUnefs^  Jhewing 
and  declaring y  that  the  Mofi  Noble  Kings  a/'England,  Pre* 
genitors  to  his  Majejly  that  now  is^  as  alfo  our  jfAceJhrs 
and  ourf elves  too,  according  to  the  Grace  of  the  Holy  Gb$Jl 
to  them  and  to  us  given,  every  one  of  his  own  Devotion 
have  ejlablijhed^  founded,  and  endowed  within  the  Realm. 
ir/*  England,  Cathedrals  and  other  Churches,  Colleges,  Jb" 
beys.  Priories,  and  divers  other  Religious  Houfes ;  and  to 
the  Prelates  and  Governors  of  the  fame  have  given  and 
granted  Lands,  PoJfeJJions,  Patrimonies,  Franchifes,  Ad* 
voiffons,  and  Patronages  of  Dignities,  Revenues,  Offices, 
Churches,  with  many  and  divers  other  Advantages  and 
Emoluments ;  whereby  the  Service  of  God  and  the  Faith 
^/'Chrift  might  be  honoured  and  had  in  Reverence ;  Hif 
pitdls  and  Alms- Houfes,  with  all  other  Edifices,  Churches 
and  Colleges,  might  be  honeftly  kept  and  maintained,  and 
devout  Prayers  in  the  fame  Places  made  for  the  Souls  of 
the  Founders  j  and  the  Poor  alfo  of  the  Jeveral  Parijbes 
conveniently  aided  and  nourifhed :  Of  all  which  fuch  only 
were  to  have  the  Cure,  who  were  able  to  take  Confeffions, 
and  were  otherwife  meet  in  their  own  Mother  Tongue  of 
England,  effe^ually  to  teach  and  infotm  their  Flock,     s   t 
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And  forafmuchy  moft  Holy  Father y  as  you  cannot  xoill^*  Edward  UU 
attain  the  Knowledge  of  divers  fuch  Errors  andAhufes^  as 
are  crept  in  among  us  ;  ner  yet  be  able  to  underjland  the 
Conditions  and  Cujionts  of  Places^  being  yourfelf  fo  far 
dijlant^  unlcfs  your  Holinefs  be  of  others  duly  informed 
and  inJiruSted'y  we  therefore y  having  full  and  perfeSf 
Notice  and  Intelligence  of  all  the  Errors  and  Abufes  of  the 
faid  Places  within  the  faid  Realmy  have  thought  fit  to 
fignify  the  fame  unto  your  Holinefsy  namely y  That  divers 
RefervationSy  ProviJionSy  and  Collationsy  by  your  Apofio'^ 
lie  Predeceffors  of  the  Church  of  Rome*  and  by  you  alfo 
in  your  TimCy  mojl  Holy  Father y  have  been  granted^  and 
now  more  illegally  than  heretoforey  under  divers  Perfons^ 
as  well  Strangers  and  of  other  Nations y  as  unto  fome  who 
are  our  profejfed  EnemieSy  and  who  have  little  or  no  Uu' 
derjtanding  at  all  of  our  Language y  and  of  the  Conditions 
and  Cujloms  of  thofe  of  whom  they  have  the  Government  [  2c6  1 
and  Cure ;  whereby  a  great  Number  of  Souls  are  in  Pertly 
many  of  the  Parijhi oners  in  Danger  y  the  Service  of  God 
negleHedy  the  Alms  and  Devotion  of  all  Men  diminijhed^ 
the  Hofpitals  brought  to  Decay y  the  ChurcheSy  with  their 
Appurtenances y  ruined  and  dilapidated y  Charity  waxeth  cold^ 
the  good  and  honeft  Natives  of  our  own  Country  unad- 
vancedy  the  Charge  and  Cure  of  Souls  unregarded y  the  pious 
Zeal  of  the  People  rejlrainedy  many  poor  Scholars  of  our 
6wn  unpref  erred y  and  the  Treafure  of  the  Realm  exported^ 
againft  the  Mind  and  Intention  of  the  Founders. 

All  which  Errors y  Abufes y  and  Slanders y  mojl  Holy  Fa^ 
iher^  vue  neither  can  nor  ought  any  longer  to  fuffer  or  en^ 
dure ;  wherefore  we  moft  humbly  require  your  Holinefs^ 
that  the  SlanderSy  Abufes  y  and  ErrorSy  which  we  have  de^ 
eland  unto  yoUy  mayy  of  your  own  great  Prudcncey  be 
thoroughly  conftdered ;  and  that  it  may  pleafe  yoUy  Shat 
fuch  RefervationSy  Provifionsy  and  Collations  may  be  ut^ 
terly  repealedy  that  the  famcy  from  henceforth y  be  no  more 
ufed  among  us  ;  and  that  fuch  Order  and  Remedy  be  forth'' 
with  taken  thereiny  that  the  faid  Benefices y  Edifices y  Of- 
ficesy  and  RightSy  with  their  Appurtenancesy  mayy  by  our 
Countrymen y  to  the  Honour- of  God y  be  fuppliedy  occupied^ 
and  governed^  And  that  it  may  further  pleafe  your  Holi- 
nefsy  by  your  LetterSy  to  fignify  unto  usy  vjiihout  Delay 
or  further  protradiing  of  Timcy  what  your  Pleafure  is 
touching  this  lawful  Reque/i  and  Demand^  that  we  may 

Vol.  I.  S  dili- 
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K.  Edmmi  III.  diligitttly  ds  our  Duty  herein  for  the  Remedy^  CerreSM^ 
and  Amendment  of  the  Enormities  above  ffecified.  In 
Witnefs  whereof^  unto  thefe  Letters  Patent  we  have  Jet 
our  Hands  and  Seals. — Given  in  full  Parliament  at  fFefi^ 
minJieTy  the  i8th  Day  of  May .^  An,  Dom.  1343. 

Mr.  Barnes  proceeds  and  tells  us  what  Reception  this 
extraordinary  Letter  met  with  from  the  Pope,  which  was 
delivered  to  him  by  Sir  John  Shoreditch^  fcnt  on  purpofe 
to  Avignon,  He  gives  us  alfo  the  Anfwer  the  Holy  Fa- 
ther returned  to  King  Edward zho\xt  it ;  as  alfo  the  King's 
Reply  to  the  Pope ;  which  laft  that  Author  calls  <  a  moft 
^  famous  Epiftle,  in  Defence  of  the  Church  of  England^ 

*  againft  Papal  Encroachments;  which  was  of  fuch  Force* 
^  adds  he,  that  neither  the  Pope  nor  his  Cardinals  could 

\,^S7  1     <  tell  how  to  anfwer,  and  they  were  obliged  to  comply 

*  with  the  Terms  of  it  for  that  Time  ^* 

In  this  Parliament  the  King  created  his  eldeft  Son 
Prince  of  JVales^  invefting  him  with  a  Coronet,  a  Gold 
Ring,  and  a  Silver  Rod.  He  alfo  gave  him  feveral  more 
Lands  and  Revenues  than  he  enjoyed  before,  the  better 
to  fupport  this  new  Dignity. 

Before  we  take  Leave  of  this  Parliament  it  would  be 
ungenerous  not  to  take  Notice  of  what  a  late  Hiftorian  ' 
lias  given  us,  by  Way  of  Remark,  on  the  Tranfa&ions 

of 

'  The  Pope*8  ProTifiont  were  thus  made :  When  any  Biiboprick,  Ab« 
be/y  or  good  Benefice  was  likely  to  be  void,  the  Pope  having  Notice  of  k 
by  fotne  of  his  Agenuherc,  would,  by  an  Aft  of  Provifion,  predi%oie  of 
fuch  Placet  to  fuch  Foreignen  as  he  pleafed  }  whereby  Patrons  were  de* 
feated  of  their  PrefenUtions,  and  Enilijbwun  of  their  Preferments,  unle£i 
they  would  boy  off  the  Provifions.  Ktimit*%  Hifttry  ofEniUnd^  p.  210. 
Kote  (b). 

Another  Clergyman  of  the  Church  of  ^iifi^</ writes,  *  That  the  En- 

*  croachroenU  of  the  Court  of  R»me,  with  reference  to  Provilfofis,  were 
<  now  grown  to  a  icandalous  Exceft  t  For,  at  almoft  every  Vacancy,  the  Pom 

*  pretended  to  fill  the  See  upon  the  Score  of  Reierratjoos.  Thus  the  Ri^ 
«  of  EJeftions  wm  overborne,  and  Bifliopricks  often  be(h>wed  upon  ignorant 
«  and  unqualified  Perfons.    The  former  Popes  managed  this  Licence  with 

*  Ibme  Temper,  and' were  injurious,  as  one  may  fay,  within  a  Role  :  But 

*  at  laft  that  Court  grew  altogether  arbitrary  anid  abfolute,  and  over- ruled 

*  every  Thing  as  they  thought  fit;  fo  that,  had  they  not  received  a  Check 

*  from  the  State,  they  would  perfeftly  have  maftered  the  Bnrpjb  Hierarchy, 
«  and  had  all  the  Biihoprickt  at  their  Difpofiri.'  Cottier* %  BitkJUfical  Hi^ 
/hrjt  Book  VI.  p.  531. 

A  Tranflation  of  the  King's  Letter  to  the  Pope,  on  this  Occafion,  is  la 
the  fame  Hiftory,  p.  ^^, 

•  The  Rev.  Mr.  Carti,  And  to  do  Juftice  to  that  Author,  Chough  he 
is  dead,  he  hat  been  motv  «xa^  and  finguUa  in  his  Extra^  from  Parli*- 
mcnury  Records,  ^c,  thin  any  other  general  Hiftoriani  cither  before  oi 
fiace  his  Time* 
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tf  it.  After  obfcrving  the  different  Places  of  Meeting  of  K*  E^ard  nu 
the  Lords  and  Commons  as  above,  he  adds,  ^  It  m^y 

*  not  be  improper  to  obferve,  that  though  frequent  Men- 

*  tion  is  made  in  former  Parliament  Rolls,  of  the  four 

*  Orders,   Prelates,  Barons,   Knights  of  Shires,  and 

*  Citizens  or  Burgefles,  confulting  each  apart  by  them- 

*  fclves,  yet  this  is  the  firft  Time  that  thofe  Rolls  make 
'  a  clear  DiftinAion  of  the  two  Houfes,  as  formed  at 
<  prefent,  and  fpeak  of  the  Knights  of  Shires  as  fitting 

*  in  the  fame  Chamber  with  the  Reprefentatives  of  Bo- 

*  roughs.     This  might  poflibly  commence  a  few  Years 

*  fooner,  though  not  taken  Notice  of  in  the  Rolls;  which, 

*  omitting  the  Circumftances  of  what  pafled  in  the  intet- 

*  mediate  SeiEons  of  each  Houfe,  relate  only  the  Tranf* 
«  aftions  of  Parliament- Days,  /.  /.  fuch  Days  whereon 

*  the  King  was  prefent  t  And  accordingly  both  Houfes 

*  w^re,  on  this  Occafion,  ordered  to  report  their  Advice 

*  on  May  i,  in  the  faid  Parliament,  to  the  King  then  pre- 
'  fent.    This  was  done  by  each  feparately  in  the  IVhite^ 

*  Cbanibir ;  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  firft  dc* 

*  livering  their  Opinion,  as  the  Kniehts  of  the  Shires  and 
^  Commons  afterwards  did  theirs,  by  the  Mouth  of  Sit 

*  miliam  Trujfei: 

The  fame  Author  adds,  frotn  the  Rolls  of  Parliament 
and  other  Records,  *  That  the  King  alking  the  Com- 

*  mons  if  they  had  any  Grievances  to  complain  of,  or 

*  had  fuffered  any  Oppreffions,  whilft  he  was  either 

*  abroad  or  at  home ;  they  defired,  by  Way  of  Redreis^ 

*  that  a  Commiflion  might  be  given  to  Juftices,  to  b6 
'  chofen  by  both  Houfes,  and  fworn  before  the  Lords 

*  and  Commons,  to  keep  the  Peace,  and  to  do  Juftice 
^  in  the  Counties  ;  to  require,  hear,  and  determine,  of 

*  Felonies,'  Confpiracies,  Champerties,  Breaches  of 
*•  Peace,  Land.8  amortifed  without  Licenfe ;  the  melting 
«  of  Gold  Coin  by  Goldfmiths,  the  carrying  it  out  of  the 
^  Land,  and  bringihgback  bad  Money  by  Merchants ;  the 

*  Provifions  and  Ufiirpations  of  the  Court  of  Romt^  and 

*  other  Articles ;  which  was  accordingly  iffued.  But  the 

*  People  in  general  fuffered  fo  much  from  thefe  newCom- 
^  miffioners,  though  chofen  in  Parliament,  that,  upon 

*  an  Application  to  the  Throne,  it  was  vacated  in  the 

*  next  Seffion  ;  fo  dangerous  is  it  to  deviate  from  antient. 
^  Ufages  on  the  moft  plaufible  Occafion,  and  to  adopt 

S  2  *  new 
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K.£iaMr</ni.<  new  Inftitudons,  before  they  are  well  conCdered  and 

*  digelled.  The  Remedies  propofed  for  Amendment 
^  of  the  Coin  were,  the  flopping  of  the  Importation  of 

*  bad  Money,  by  fevere  Penalties,  and  a  ftrid  Search 
^  at  the  Ports ;  the  making  of  new  Silver  Sterlings,  for- 
^  bidding  them  to  be  carried  abroad,  and  no  other  to  be 
<  current ;  and  the  coining  of  Gold  Florins  of  the  fame 

*  Weight,  Alloy,  and  Value  with  thofe  of  FlaruUrs^  that 

*  they  might  pais  alike  in  both  Countries  ^' 

The  next  Year  the  Truce  having  been  broke  by  King 

Thilipy  by  the  barbarous  Execution  of  fome  Noblemen, 

Edwar(C%  Allies,  he  again  refolved  to  renew  the  War 

with  the  utmoft  Vigour  againft  France.    To  enable  him 

AnnoRegiii  iS.the  better  to  carry  it  on,  the  King  calls  a  Parliament 

1344.        to  meet  at  lyejlminftir^  June  7,  1344;  the  next  Day 

MWefiminftr,  after  their  Meeting,  the  Names  of  the  Lords  were  read 

over  and  examined  before  the  King  in  Parliament,  to 

fee  who  appeared  and  who  failed  \  and  the  Names  of 

fuch  as  did  not  come  were  given  to  the  King  in  Wri- 

tingy  to  puniflx  as  he  pleafed. 

On  Thurfday  after,  the  Lord -Chancellor,  in  fiill  Par- 
liament, the  Kine  and  the  young  Prince  of  TVales  being 
prefent,  declared  the  Caufe  of  this  Summons  to  be, 

*  Concerning  the  late  Truce  with  France^  and  the  Breach 

*  of  it  by  the  French  King,  of  which  he  gave  fcven  par- 
^  ticular  Inftances.  He  defired  the  Three  Eftates  of  the 
^  Realm  to  confider  of  thofe  Things,  and  that  they  would 

*  give  the  King  fuch  Advice  and  Af&flance  as  was  ne- 

*  ceflary  'for  die  (aving  of  his  and  their  own  Rights  and 

*  Honours/ 

f  258  ]  The  whole  AflTembly  prayed  that  they  might  have 
Time  to  deliberate  of  thefe  Matters  till  the  Mcnday  next; 
and,  upon  another  Petition,  they  were  again  refpited  to 
the  Wednesday  following.  On  that  Day  a  feledl  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Body,  confining  of  the  Archbiihop 

and 

t  Kwyghtom  rtraarkt,  that  Gold  Coia  was  firft  ftruck  and  irade  cor- 
rent  at  this  Time:  His  Words  are,  Eodem  Tempore  Sohllc,  Oboias, -r/ 
Ferthingf  de  Auro  ceeperunt  fi^rere  in  Regno ;  mnde  in  e^em  Pariiawumf 
•rdinstum  efi  amod  nuHut  de  Communibui  artarttur  eapere  it  nova  Af»- 
neta  jiuri  quod  Rex  ordinaverat  dt  novo  tranfirt  per  Medium^  et  im  quM» 
cunque  Solutione,  citra  Solutionem  et  Summam  20  s.  Etquod  Moneta  jiari 
et  Argenti  fiat  confimiU  Modo  et  Forma  et  Pondere  apmd  Eboraaim,  et  alias 
Civitatet  ubi  folet  fiere^  ficut  adTurrim  LoDdinenfem  5  et  quod  Efcambiuai 
MoHit^  ejfet  in  magnii  Civitatibu$  et  PWs,    KnyghtoOi  col,  »584« 
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and  ten  other  Bifhops,  five  Abbots,  two  Priors,  eight  ^•^^*»«^'^'- 
Karls,  and  fix  Barons,  being  all  named  in  the  Record, 
with  the  Commons  of  the  Realm,  waited  on  the  King 
in  the  ff^hite-Chamber  at  Wejiminjlery  and  declared  in 
his  Prefence,  *  That  having  Regard  to  the  great  Mif- 

*  chiefs  and  Dangers  that  might  afFed  his  Majefty  and 

*  all  his  Subje<Ss  and  Allies,  if  the  Malice  of  his  Adver* 

*  fary  Was  not  flopped ;  and  confidering  the  heavy  Char- 
^  ges  which  the  Lords, and  Commons  of  Engiand  had 
^  been  at ,  and  fufFered,  by  reafon  of  the  War  continu- 

*  ing  fo  long,  by  falfe  Truces  of  SuflFerances ;  and  fee- 

*  ing  that  an  End  of  the  War,  or  an  honourable  Peace^ 

*  was  not  to  be  obtained  without  great  Power  and  Force» 

*  they  therefore  pray  the  King,  with  one  Accord,  and  • 

*  every  particular  Peer  by  himfelf,  that  he  would  make 

*  a  fpeedy  End  of  this  War,  either  by  Battle  or  a  pro- 

*  per  Peace,  if  fuch  might  be  ha^ :  And  that,  when  the 
^  King  (hould  be  ready  to  crofs  the  Seas,  to  take  whac 
^  God  fhould  allot  him,  upon  the  liTue  of  this  Aifair, 
*"  he  (hould  not,  fof  the  Letters  or  Command  of  the 

*  Pope,  or  any  other,  lay  afide  his  Voyage,  untill  he  had 

*  made  an  End,  one  Way  or  another,  of  this  tedious  War/ 
To  all  which  Prayer  the  K4ng  readily  affented. 

But  the  Parliament  rightly  judging  that  tbts  Affair 
could  not  be  brought  about  without  a  large  and  fufficient 
Aid,  the  whole  Body  of  the  Clergy,  for  the  Province  of 
Canterbury^  by  their  Prelates  and  rro£lors,  taxed  them-  ^  g^  j  ^^ 
fclvcs  in  a  triennial  Tenth.  The  Commons  granted  the  ea  for  the  Frm* 
King,  for  the  fame  Caufe,  two  Fifteenths  of  the  Com-  War, 
monalty  of  the  Land,  and  two  Tenths  of  the  Cities  and 
Boroughs.  Soon  after  the  Commons  gave  another  Fif- 
teenth Penny  of  their  Goods,  and  one  Tenth  more  on 
Cities  and  Boroughs ;  obferving,  at  the  fame  Time,  to 
their  Sovereign  Lord,  That  this  laft  Grant  was  harder 
to  bear,  b^  his  poor  exhaufted  Commons,  than  four 
Fifteenths  would  have  been  heretofore  :  But  xm  thefe 
Conditions,  That  the  Money  arifing  (hould  be  rightly 
applied  to  the  Ufes  of  the  War  ;  smd  that  the  Prince, 
or  one  other  of  the  King's  Sons,  ihould  be  joined  to  Sir 
Edward  de  Baliol  to  guard  the  Marches  of  Scotland^  bfc. 
To  all  which  the  King  affented.  Many  of  the  Lay  Lords 
agreed  to  pafs  over  the  Seas,  and  adventure  themfelves 
with  the  King,  and  are  therefore  not  found  upon  the  Roll 

S3  as 
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JC  Edngrd  III.  as  taxcd  ".   Sercral  Ads  were  done  in  this  Seffion ;  bat, 
as  they  are  chiefly  on  fome  Ecclefiaftical  or  private  Af* 
[  259  ]     fairs,  we  refer  to  the  Statutes  at  large  for  the  Particu- 
lars''. 

[  260  ]  The  King  having  provided  for  the  Settlement  of  Ju- 
fiice  during  his  Abfence,  and  left  the  Regency  to  his  fe- 
And  appoints  his  cond  Son,  Frince  ZriW/,  appointing  the  Archbilhop  of 
%T^clmi^''^  C/?«/^r^ttr;,  and  others  of  his  Council,  to  aflMl  him,  he 
cook  Leave  of  his  Queen,  and,  accompanied  with  his 
Son  the  Prince  of  fVales^  together  with  moft  of  the  chief 
tarls  and  Barons  of  England^  befides  many  Knights  and 
Gentlemen  of  the  beft  Quality,  who  were  bound  by  therr 
Tenures  to  attend  him,  went  to  Southampton  ;  where^ 
snuflering  up  all  his  Officers,  he  made  a  (hort  Speech  to 
them,  which  was  afterwards  communicated  to  the  whole 
Army,  to  this  Purport :  •  He  fet  forth  his  Title  to  ihc 

*  Crown  oi  France y  and  the  Juftice  of  his  Arms,  defiring 
^  them,  upon  their  Landing,  to  behave  tbemfelves  like 
^  Men ;  and  that,  fince  he  refolved  to  fend  back  his  Fleet 

[  261  ]      ^  as  foon  as  he  arrived  in  France^  if  any  Man's  Heart 

*  fail'd  him  he  might  ftay  in  England.*  To  which  they 
anfwered  with  one  Confent,  ^  They  were  all  ready  to 

*  follow  hini,  even  to  Death  itfelf/ 

This  Digreffion  we  hope  may  be  pardonable,  fince  it 
is  all  we  fliall  fay  of  this  great  King  and  his  warlike  Ex- 
pedition, which  takes  up  many  Folio  Pages  in  the  larger 
Hiftories  of  thefe  Times.     But  in  his  Abfence,  how- 
Anno  Repii  »i.  ever,  the  young  Regent  and  his  Council  furniih  us  with 
1347*        new  Matter  both  for  Conne£Hon  and  Purfuit  of  our  own. 
hxiytjhmnfttr^  A  Parliament  was  called  to  meet  at  IVtfiminfter  on  the 
Monday  next  after  LadyXiay^  in  the  Year  1347,  Annot 
Regni  21. 

This  Parliament  was  opened  with  the  ufual  Forma- 
lities at  that  Time ;  as,  a  Proclamation  ag^nft  wearing 
of  Armour  and  ufing  of  Games  in  and  about  Wejlminjltr 
during  the  Seffion  ;  a  Time  was  appointed  for  all  luch 
as  had  any  Petitions  to  exhibit ;  the  Receivers  alfo  and 
Tryers  were  conftituted  to  confider  the  Contents  of  them, 

jefer- 

u  Brady  ai^d  l^yrrtU  Rot.  Par.  18  £</w.  III.  N",  5  to  10.  Sec  the 
Statutes  at  largft  -^f^o  Fcgni  18  Edw.  III.  1344. 

In  Confidchition  of  the  Aid  granted  by  the  Clergy  at  thit  Time,  the 
Liberties  of  the  Church  were  further  explained  and  confirmed  by  aa  A€l 
q{  Parliament,     Sec  Csllur's  Ecdefiafiical  Hiprj,  p.  548* 

»  P.  304. 
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referring  to  England^  Ireland^  Wales^  Scotland^  Gafcoigny^  "^^  Eixoard  l\U 
and  other  foreign  Countries  and  Iflands.  Sir  Thomas 
Drayton  was  appointed  Clerk  to  this  Parliament ;  but, 
becaufe  feveral  of  the  Lords  and  Commons  were  not 
yet  come  up,  they  adjourned  to  the  Day  following.  At 
which  Time,  the  Houfe  being  further  informed  that  Sir 
Bartholomew  Burgherjh  and  ^xt^ohn  Darcy^  Lords  Cham« 
berlains,  Mr.  John  Thonjby^  and  Mr.  John  Charleton^ 
were  arrived  as  Meflengers  from  the  King  then  lying  be- 
fore Calais^  and  fmce  they  could  not  be  ready  to  make 
their  Appearance  before  the  Wednefday  next,  the  Houfe 
adjourned  again  to  that  Day  *. 

The  Day  being  come,  a  Declaration  was  made  in 
open  Parliament,  that  the  Reafons  of  their  prefent  Meet- 
ing were,  *  Becaufe  the  King,   fince  his  paffing  the     [  262  ] 
^  Sea,  and  his  Attempts  in  France^  was  now  uncertain 

*  of  his  Condition  ;  and  that,  according  to  the  Iflue  or 

*  Exigence  in  Affairs  abroad,  Matters  might  be  con- 

*  certed  at  home  for  the  Safety  of  his  Majefty  and  the 

*  common  Peace  and  Wealth  of  his  Kingdom  ;  which 

*  laft  was  vifibly  damnified  by  the  Sufferance  of  falfe  Mo- 

*  ney  to  go  current  in  it.' 

Then  was  produced  the  King's  Letters  Patent,  as  Meflengers  fent 
Credentials,  in  which  the  aforeuid  Declaration  was,  to  the  Parlia- 
vtrbattmy  expreffed,  dated  at  the  Sxcqt  oi  Calais  \  which  °^^'^  **=* 
being  read  in  open  Parliament,  Sir  Bartholomew  Burg-  Jhc'^ng^rsuc- 
herjh^  for  and  in  the  Name  of  himfelf  and  the  reft  dictU'mFrance^ 
his  Colleagues,  in  the  Prefence  of  the  Regent  and  the 
Tliree  Eftates  of  the  Kingdom,  declared  the  good  Suc- 
ccfs  of  the  King  fmce  his  Arrival  at  La  Hogue^  in  Nor-- 
mandy,  as  in  furprizing  and  taking  many  Towns  and 
Caftles  of  War,  as  well  at  Caen  as  elfewere ;  and  alfo 
of  the  great  Viftory  obtain'd  at  CnJJy^  where  the  whole 
Power  of  France  was  difcomfited ;  and  how  the  King 
was  now  come  before  Calais^  from  whence  he  intended 
not  to  depart,  till,  by  the  Help  of  God,  he  had  won 
the  fame  ;  after  which  he  intended  to  purfue  the  Enemy, 
without  Return,  till  the  War  (hould  be  fully  ended. 
This  done,  he  produced  fhe  Copy  of  an  Order,  made 
by  the  King  of  France^  in  reference  to  his  Son  the 

Duke 

s  The  King's  Letters  Paftent  fe«  tppoiating  thefe  Commiffionert  k  da- 
ted Juxt0  C^6«iin  9^avo  Pie  Septei^bxis.  Butjber/)  ^d  D^wcj^  were  h^s 
two  Chamberlains  i  Tbcrt/by  was  Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal,  and  jd^terwaf^f^ 
Archbiihop  of  Tsrkt    Ftedt  Ang*  Tom.  V,  p.  516* 
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K.  Eiward  III.  Duke  of  Normandy^  and  others.  Nobles  of  that  Coumry ; 
which  was  particularly  recited,  bein^  called  the  OrdU 
nance  of  Normandy^  and  was  to  this  hS^Gt :  *  That  the 
<  Duke  of  Normandy  fhould  pafs  as  Chief,  with  other 

•  Nobles  of  that  Province,  into  England^  with  4*00 

*  Men  of  Arms,  Knights,  Efquires,  and  Perfons  of  good 
^  Eftate,  and  40,000  Footmen,  Methods  being  3iere 
^  prefcribed  for  keeping  the  Sea  \  and  an  Order  al(b  ad- 

*  ded,  that  the  faid  Duke  (hould  remain  in  England  with 

•  the  faid  Forces,  for  the  Space  of  ten  Weeks.    And  in 

*  Cafe  the  Realm  of  England  (hould,  in  this  Expeditioa, 
^  be  conquered,  that  then  the  Conquefi  fhould  folely  be 
^  to  the  Name,  Honour,  and  Advantage  of  the  faid 

*  Duke,  and  all  whatfoever  the  King  oi  England  at  that 
1     •Time  had  there,  fliould  remain  entirely .  to  the  faid 

•  Duke,  and  the  Knights  and  Lords  with  him.     That 
L  *^3  J     <  all  that  which  belonged  to  the  Nobles,  and  Secular 

•  Perfons  oi England^  fhould  be  beflow'd  on  the  Churches 

*  and  famous  Towns  in  Normandy ;  only,  out  of  the  ReT 

•  venues  of  the  Church  of  England^  the  French  King 

*  (hall  receive  yearly  20,000/.  Stirling^  faving  the  Rights 

*  of  his  Holinefs.     And  that,  laftly^  Surrender  be  made 

•  unto  the  Scots  of  whatfoever  bath  at  any  Time  been 

•  taken  from  them,  and  annexed  unto  the  Crown  of 
«  England.' 

This  Inflrument  was  made  and  dated,  as  appears  by 
the  Copy  of  it  upon  the  Rolls,  from  the  Caftle  of  Bois 
di  FincenneSy  March  28^  ^33^*  which  fhews  that  an 
^  Invafion  of  England  had  been  long  premeditated  by  the 

French^  and  that£ij/u'^r^fstui'ning  theTablcs  upon  them 
wms  rightly  timed,  and  his  Quarrel  juft.  It  is  (aid  to 
have  been  found  antongft  the  Archives  at  Caen^  in  Nor- 
mandyy  and  muil  give  great  Indignation  to  an  EngUJb 
Parliament,  to  find,  by  it,  that  the  Frenclj  were  thus  di- 
viding the  Lion's  Skin  amongft  them  b.efore  he  was 
flain.  But  they  foon  found  the  contrary  to  their  Coft; 
and,  inflead  of  invading  other  Countries,  that  they  were 
not  able  to  prefervc  their  own,"*— But  to  our  Parlia- 
ment. 

The  faid  MelTengers,  by  the  Mouth  of  Sir  Bartholo^ 
mew  Burgherjhy  rcquir'd  to  know  what  Aid  they  thought 
fit  to  grant  to  the  King,  toward,  the  FurUierance  of  his 
Enterprises  and  the  De^nce  of  the  Realm :  In  Anfwer 

to 
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fo  which  the  Commons,  having  deftred  Refpitc  for  dicir^-^A«»«^iU« 

Anfwer  till  the  Thurfday  next  enfuing,  declared  on  the 

faid  Thurfdaj^  by  a  Schedule  at  large,  the  fandry  parti-  a  Subfidy  granu 

cular  former  Aids  they  had  given,  the  Impofition  of  40  x«  ed  for  cbt  War, 

Cuftom  of  Wooll,  extorted  of  them  againft  Law,  befides 

the  great  Charge  thev  had  been  at  in  the  arraying  of 

Men,  and  common  taking  of  Purveyors:  Notwithftand- 

ing  which  they  freel  v  granted  the  tCins  two  Fifteenths 

in  two  Years,  fo  as  that,  if  within  two  Years  the  Wars 

fhould  ceafe,  then  the  latter  Fifteenth  to  ceafe  alfo. 

After  this  follow  the  Petitions  of  the  Commons  with  ^"J  Petlfioot 
their  Anfwcrs,  made  by  Prince  Lionel  by  <^mmjffion^'^^"J^^'^ 
from  the  King,  in  the  King's  Name,  in  Manner  foU 
lowing,  viz. 

Petition,  *  That  all  Afts  of  Parliament,  not  repeal- 

<  ed,  may  be  fully  and  entirely  obferved,  fo  as  there  paft 

*  forth  no  Commiflions  of  Array. 

Anfwer.  The  jirji  Point  the  King  grants ;  of  the  reji 
he  will  he  advij^. 

Petition.  *  That  fuch  as  were  fined  for  not  arraying 
^  of  Men  may  be  difcharged.  « 

Anfwer.  The  King  will  take  Adfuice.  , 

Peiition.  *  That  all  within  fix  Miles  of  the  Sea  may 

*  hav«  a  Super fedeas  for  arraying  of  Men. 

Anfwer.  Only  fuch  as  keep  the  Sea-Coafts  Jhall  have  a 
Superfedeas.  It  is  enaSled  that  the  Coinage  in  all  Places 
jhall  be  open  as  heretofore :  Item,  that  thofe  wha  import 
falfe  Money  into  the  Realm  Jhall  forfeit  Life  and  Limh; 
and  that  the  Jufiices  ofJJftzej  and  of  the  Peace y  Jhall  [  264  J 
inquire  thereafter. 

Petition.  *  That;  the  King's  Receivers  may  receive  as 

<  well  Gold  as  Silver ;  and  that  the  Changers  thereof 

*  be  not  without  Parliament. 

Anfwer.  The  firfl  is  granted '^  the  other  refpited. 
Petition.  *  That  the  40  J.  Subfidy  of  every  Sack  of 

*  Wooll  may  ceafe. 

AnCover.  The  King*s  Mind  muji  he  known  firft. 
Petition.  *  That  Payment  may  be  made  for  the  laft 

*  taking  up  of  ViiluaJs. 

Anfwer.  Order  Jhall  he  taken  for  that. 

Petition.  *  That  the  Chief  of  every  County  may  be 

*  Juftices  of  Peace  j  and  that  they  may  determine  all 

*  Felonies, 

Anfwer. 
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K, Edward  in*     Anfwcr.  The  firjl  is  granted:  For  the  feconi  the 
King  will  appoint  ^uftices  learned  in  the  Laws, 

Petition.  *  That  the  keeping  of  the  Sea  be  at  the 

*  King's  Charge  thenceforward. 

Anfwer.  The  Sea  Jhall  be  kepty  as  it  bath  been  here* 
tofore. 

Petition,  *  That  Sheriffs  in  every  County  may  have 

*  fufficient  in  their  Counties  j  and  that  none  of  thofe 

*  OiSces  be  granted  for  Life,  or  in  Fee  :  Itenij  that  Pur- 

*  veyors,  who  have  not  the  Conftables  with  them,  ac- 
«  cording  to  the  Statute  of  Weftminjler^  may  be  looked 

*  on  as  Thieves  ;  and  that  Juftices  of  AfBze,  and  of  the 

*  Peace,  may  inquire  of  the  fame. 

Anfwer.  ^he  Statute  made  Jhall  be  ob/erved. 
Petition,  *  That  the  Fifteenths  in  Towns  and  an- 
«  tient  Demefnes  be  levied,  as  in  the  Bodies  of  Counties, 

*  without  Increafe. 

Anfwer.  They  Jball  be  levied  after  the  accujtomed 
Manner, 

Petition,  *  That  all  Juftices  of  the  Inqueft  may  be 

*  fworn  as  Juftices  of  the  Bench  ;  and  that  the  Chief 
'  of  them  may  have  Power  to  fwear  the  reft. 

Anfwer.  Such  Jujiices  Jhall  be  fworn  as  ought  to  be  j 
fo  as  they  take  nothing  hut  Meat  and  Drink^  and  that  of 
fmall  Value  i  and  the  Chief  Jhall  be  impowered  to  fwear 
the  reji. 

Petition.  «  That  the  Fifteenths  beyond  the  Trent  be 

*  employed  only  for  Defence  of  the  North. 

[  265  ]  Anfwer.  The  King  will  provide  for  Defence  of  thofe 

Parts. 

Petition,  *  That  Strangers,  Enemies  of  the  Realm^ 

*  who  remain  now  in  Newgate^  may  be  adjudged  du- 

*  ring  the  Parliament. 

Anfwer.  They  Jhall  remain  there  till  further  Order, 
Petition.  *  That  no  Charter  of  Pardon  be  granted 

*  fince  the  King's  laft  Expedition. 

Anfwer.  Advice  Jhall  be  taken.  It  is  enalied^  That 
Lombards,  and  other  Merchants^  Jhall  receive  Gold  for 
their  Ware^  without  any  Compa£iy  on  Pain  of  Fine  and 
Imprifonment. 

Petition,  *  That  all  alien  Monks  do  avoid  the  Realoi 

*  by  Michaelmas^  and  that  their  Livings  be  difpofcd  of 
to  young  Englijh  Scholars ;  and  that  fuch  Aliens,  Ene- 
mies, 
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^  mics,  as  are  advanced  to  Livings  (they  being,  in  their  ^•'*»«^"^W* 
'  own  Countries,  but  Shoemakers,  Taylors,  or  Cham* 
^  berlains  of  Cardinals)  may  depart  the  Realm  before 

*  Michaelmas^  and  their  Livings  be  bellowed  on  poor 

*  Englijb  Scholars. 

Anfwer.  To  theft  two  Petitions  this  one  Anfwer  was 
given^  That  the  Perfonsy  being  Spiritual^  were  not  to  be 
tried  by  Parliament  i  and  that  their  Livings ^  being  in  tbt 
King's  Hands y  were  not  without  him  to  be  difpofed  of. 

Petition.  *  That  the  King  may  take  the  Profits  of 

<  all  other  Strangers'  Livings,  as  Cardinals  and  othenr^ 

<  during  their  Lives. 

Anfwer.  The  King  doth  take  their  Profits^  and  the 
Council  have  fent  their  Petition  to  his  Majefty. 

Petition.  *  That  no  Payment  be  made  to  any  Car- 

*  dinals,  living  in  France^  to  treat  either  of  War  or  Peace* 

Anfwer.  This  is  granted^ '  as  reajinable. 

Petition.  *  That  foreign  Provifors,  or  Aliens  buying 

*  Provifions,  do  quit  the  Kealm  by  Afichaebnas,  on  PerP. 
^  of  being  outlawed. 

Anfwer.  The  Statute  heretofore  made  Jhall  be  obfer* 
vedy  and  the  king  Jhall  Jignify  the  fame  to  the  Pope. 
Petition.  «  That  the  annual  Advancement  of  2000 

*  Marks,  granted  out  of  the  Province  of  Canterbury  ^  may 

*  be  reftrained,  and  that  thofe,  who  fue  for  Recovery 

*  thereof,  may  be  outlawed. 

Anfwer.  The  Lords  think  the  fame  reafonable  j  and  .-  ^^  , 
it  is  further  commanded^  That  nofucb  be  from  henceforth  '*•  ^  ^ 
received. 

^  It  is  enabled,  Th^t  whofoever  (hall  bring  into  the 
«  Realm  any  Aliens,  the  Veflel  wherein  they  are  brought 

*  (hall  be  forfeited  to  the  King,  and  the  Body  of  the 

*  Bringcr  (hall  lie  at  the  King's  Difcretion. 
*  It  is  ena£led.  That,  during  the  Wars,  no  Perfon 

do  ^end  or  tranfport  any  Money  to  the  Pope,  or  to  any 

*  Bi{hop»  or  other  Alien  whatfoever,   for  any  Du^ 

*  whatfoever. 

Petition.  *  That  no  Englijhman  do  farm  any  Thing  of 

*  any  Alien  Religious,  norbuy  any  of  their  Goods,  nor  be 
*>  of  their  Counfel,  on  Pain  of  perpetual  Imprifonment. 

Anfwer.  This  is  againfl  the  King's  Profit ^  who  reaps 
Benefit  by  fuch  Farmers. 

Petition. 
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%.MdturdlSL     PetitUn.  <  That  all  Friars,  Aliens,  fhould  depart  the 

<  Realm,  never  to  return  hither  again. 

AnfwGr.  Order  /hall  be  taken  with  every  General  of 
nU  th^  H$ufes  of  Friars^  fo  to  look  to  all  Friars^  Aliens^ 
under  their  feveral  Charges^  as  that  they  fhall  not  bg  able 
U  ^ifclofe  the  Secteti  of  the  Realm. 

ritition^  *  That  the  annual  Penfion  of  feven  Shillings, 
which  Sir  Raimond  Peligrue  received  of  every  Religious 
Houfe  within  the  Realm,  may  henceforward  ceafe. 

,  Anfwer.  The  fa  id  Sir  Raimond  is  the  King*s  Liege* 
man^  born  in  Gafcoigny,  andfwornofthe  King's  Coun* 
4ily  by  whofe  Command  he  receiveth  the  fame. 

Petition.  *  That  the  annual  Penfion  of  2000/.  paid  to 
the  Abbot  of  Clugny  may  ceafe  for  ever. 

Anfwer,  Thi  fam$  is  paid  there. 
,     Petition.  '  That  the  Statute  made.  That  the  King 

*  fhould  prefcnt  unto  any  Church  of  his  Gift,  falling 

*  Void,  at  any  Time  within  three  Yeans,  fo  as,  if  the 
,*  Parfon  had  continued  therein  for  three  Years,  that  he 

<  fhould  not  be  turned  out,  may  {land. 
-     Anfwer.  Th^  King  will  be  advifed. 

*.  It  is  enacted.  That  no  Perfon  bring  Into  the  Realm, 
^  to  any  Bifhop  or  other,  any  Bull,  or  other  Letters, 
^  from  the  Court  of  Rome^  or  from  any  Alien,  unlefs  he 

*  firft  fhew  the  fame  to  the  Lord- Chancellor,  or  to  the 

*  Warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports^  on  Lofs  of  all  that  he 

<  hath. 

(  267  ]    '     •  It  is  ena<Sed»  That  all  Religious  Perfons,  for  Lands 

*  purchafed  fince  20  Edward  III.  and  paying  no  De- 

*  mefne  thierefOre  amongft  the  Clergy,  fhall  pay  Fif- 

*  teenths.'  ' 

After  this  Mr.  Join  Charleton^  one  of  the  MefTengcrs 
afbrefaid,  produced  Letters  from  the  Bifhop  of  Durham^ 
fromtheEarls  o^ Northampton^ /rundele^  fVarwickyOx^ 
ford^  and  Suffolk^  and  from  Sir  Hugh  le  Defpenfer^  Lord 
of  Glamorgan^  direded  to  the  whole  Parliament,  pur- 
.porting.  That  whereas  the  King  at  his  Arrival  at  La 
Hogue  St,  Vafl^  in  Normandy^  had  knighted  his  eldeft 
Son,  the  Prince  of  IFales^  whereby  he  ought  to  have 
an  Aid  of  the  Realm,  viz.  Forty  Shillings  of  every 
Knight's  Fee,  they  would  now  confidcr  thereof.  Here* 

upon 
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upon  the  Parliament  agreed  thereto  immediately,  andK.£AwrrfIII. 
took  Order  for  the  fpcedy  levying  the  fame  '. 

It  was  alfo  order'd  in  full  Parliament,  at  the  Requeft 
of  the  Commons,  That  the  Benefices  of  all  Aliens  be 
feized  into  the  King's  Hands,  and  he  to  take  the  Profit 
of  the  fame ;  and  that,  in  order  thereto,  all  Bilhops 
ihould,  before  the  next  Convocation,  certify  into  the 
Chancery  the  Names  of  all  Aliens,  their  Benefices,  and 
the  Value  thereof:  Alfo  that  no  Alien  do  fend  Letter* 
out  of  the  Realm,  that  fliall  not  be  firft  perufed  by  the 
Lord-Chancellor,  or  the  Wirden  of  the  Cinque  roris^ 
on  Pain  of  lofing  all  he  hath. 

This  was  the  Subftance  of  this  Parliament's  Proceed* 
ings ;  which  we  are  perfuaded  will  not  be  thought  tedi- 
ous,  fince  the  Form  of  it  will  evidently  (hew  what  Senfe 
the  People  of  England  had  at  that  Time  of  the  King's 
great  Conquefts  and  ViSories  in  France.  This  Parlia- 
ment, having  fat  only  ten  or  eleven  Days,  was  difTolved  5 
which  is  another  Inftance  to  fliew  that,  when  Men  arc 
fo  minded,  a  great  deal  of  Bufinefs  may  be  done  in  a 
ihort  Time. 

The  learned  Mr  Barnes  opens  the  feventh  Chapter 
of  his  fecond  Book  in  fo  pompous  a  Manner,  that  we 
cannot  forbear  tranfcribing  of  it.     The  King,  having     r  ^SS  \ 
taken  the  important  Town  of  CalatSy  had  ^onfented  to 
a  Truce  with  France y  and  returned  to  England  \  when,  The  Kin( 
fays  this  Author,  *  Now  doth  King  Edward  III.  ftand^ct«rn». 
^  in  the  full  Zenith  both  of  his  Age  and  Glories  ^  he 

*  had  but  juft  paft  the  thirty-fifth  Vear  of  his  Life,  and 

*  yet  was  crowned  at  home,  in  his  Family,  with  a  lovely 
^  Row  of  hopeful  Children,  a  virtuous  and  beautifiU 

*  Confort,  and  in  his  Kingdoms  with  Peace  aqj  full  Pro- 

*  fperity.    Abroad,  he  was  renowned  above  all  the  Kingj 

*  of  the  Earth,  for  his  notable  Vi£iories  by  Sea  and  Land, 

*  in  Scotland^  France^  and  Bretagne;  for  fet  Battles,  for 

*  taking  of  Towns,  for  Kings  flain.  Kings  routed,  and 

*  Kings  taken  Captive ;  nor  was  his  Moderation  lefs  ad- 

*  mir'd,  which  he  fhew'd  in  refufing  the  Title  and  Dignity 

*  of  an  Emperor.     This,  in  my  Opinion,  adds  our  Au- 

*  ihor,  is  the  brighteft  Part  of  all  his  Reign,  tho'  yet  an- 

*  other 

r  The  Letter  which  Bdnus  mentions  to  come  from  the  Lords  about  the 
King  at  Calais^  to  defirc  theParhament  to  grant  him  the  Aid  for  the  Koj^ht* 
h9od  oi  hit  eldtft  Son,  it  in  Rymtr,  p.  ^27. 
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K^EJwsrdllL^  Other  King  remains  to  be  Captive  by  his  Arms,  an^ 
^  another  King  is  deftined  to  recover  an  ufurped  Crown 

*  by  the  Aid  of  his  Sword  and  Fortune.* 

In  the  next  Paragraph,  Mr.  Barms  goes  on  and 
moralifes  much  on  the  unhappy  Confequences  that  fol- 
low Conquelb  ;  by  which  fuch  a  Superfluity  of  Riches 
and  Vanities  were  brought  into  England^  that  from  this 
Period  of  Time  he  dates  the  Beginning  of  Pride  and 
Luxury,  which  were  ill  exchanged  for  the  Native  Sim- 
plicity and  Candour  of  the  Englijh  Nation.  And  to 
which,  he  thinks,  all  the  Miferies  in  the  fubfequenC 
Civil  Wars,  down  to  the  Reign  of  Henry  VII.  may  be 
afcribed. 

AimoResniix.     Within  five  or  fix  Weeks  after  the  King's  Return 
,  1348.        to  Englandj  out  of  Franciy  he  iflfued  out  Writs,  dated 
A  i»vju;  a     i^ovemhit  13,  for  a  Parliament  to  meet  on  the  14th  of 
atw^fmnper.  j^^^  following,  2XWeftminJier\    They  did  not  fit 
on  that  Day,  but  adjourned  for  three  more,  to  give 
Time,  as  before,  for  the  more  diftant  Peers  aild  Com- 
mons to  come  up.    Being  all  aflembled.  Sir  William 
Tborpe^  Lord  Chief  Juftice,  by  the  Kind's  Commamh, 
f    f^    -i     opened  the  Caufe  of  the  Summons  in  his  Prefence,  and, 
I  *"9  J      in  full  Parliament,  declared  that  it  was  on  two  Accounts : 

*  Firft,  Concerning  the  War  with  the  Confent  of  the 
«  Parliament ;  next.  How  the  Peace  of  the  Nation  might 

*  be  better  kept.* 

The  Lords  and  Commons  debated  earnefily  on  thefe 
Matters  for  fome  Time  ;  when,  on  the  fourth  Day,  the 
Commons  declared,  ^  That  they  were  not  able  to  ad- 

*  vife  any  Thing  concerning  the  War,  and  therefore  dc- 
<  fired  to  be  excufed  as  to  that  Point;  and  that  if  the 

*  King  '  Would  be  advifed  by  his  Nobles  and  Council, 

*  what  (hall  be  by  them  determined,  they  would  con-^ 

*  fent  unto,  confirm,  and  efiablifb.' 

As  to  keeping  the  Peace,  and  the  better  Governance 
of  the  Land,  the  Commons  prefented  many  Petitions  to 
the  King  for  the  Redrefs  of  Grievances,  and  the  like : 
Thefe,  with  the  Anfwers  to  them,  amount  to  no  left 
than  70  Articles,  and  are  too  copious  for  our  Defign: 
However,  there  is  one,  more  remarkable  than  the  reft, 
which  muft  not  be  omitted.     It  (hews  the  Jealoofy  oJf 

the 

•  Bamet  takct  no  Notice  of  this  ftrfl  Parliament  af^er  the  KJo(*t  Rctvua* 
t  Da  Grants  et  Sa^es  dt  votreCorfiilt    Rot.  Pail. 
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the  Commons,  in  thofe  Days,  on  any  Impofitions  or'^**^^''^^*^* 
Taxations  or  Goods  or  Merchandize,  without  their 
Advice  and  Content. 

*  Whereas,  in  a  Council  holden  by  Lionel "  the  King's 

*  Son,  then  Guardian  of  the  Realm,  it  was  ordered^ 

*  without  the  Conftnt  of  the  Commons^  That,  for  keeping 

*  the  Realm,  and  fafe  Conduct  of  Merchant  Ships,  2  x* 

*  (hould  be  taken  of  every  Sack  of  Woollpaffing  the 

*  Sea,  2s,  on  every  Tun  of  Wine,  and  upon  every  round 
of      ■     ^  imported,  6d,  to  continue  'till  Michaelmas 

'  jiext ;  that  it  would  pleafe  the  King  to  fufier  this 
^  Charge  to  fall,  and  that  he  would  fend  Letters  to  tho 

*  Colledlors  of  it  accordingly.' 

Anfwer.  jtil  Charges^  fuppofed  in  this  Article y  are  laid 
dcwny  except  2s.  on  the  Sacks ^  which  is  only  to  endure  *tHt 
£after  nexti  and  fora/much  as  thefe  Charges  were  or^ 
dained  for  fafe  Conduit  of  Merchandizes  into  the  Realm^ 
and  out  of  it  to  foreign  P arts ^  for  Provifion  of  which  the 
King  hath  laid  out  much  Money ^  it  is  hoped  that  the  levy- 
ing  of  ity  for  fo  little  a  Time  to  come^  cannot  be  thought 
grievous. 

The  Commons  conclude  their  Petitions  with  a  De- 
fire  to  the  King,  That,  fmce  they  ftaid  there  at  great 
Charges  and  Expences,  they  might  have  an  Anfwer 
fpeedily,  and  be  difmiiTed  to  their  own  Countries. 

How  long  this  Parliament  fat  is  uncertain,  as  it  is  in* 
deed  of  all  the  reft  at  this  Time.   The  Records  are  very 
pun^al  in  naming  the  exa£b  Time  when  they  met,  but 
rarely,  or  never,  when  they  were  diflblved.     However, 
we  find  another  called  the  Year  after,  to  meet  on  the 
Monday  next  after  Midlent^  which  happened  to  be  the 
17th  of  March  that  Year.     At  this  Meeting,  as  ufual,  AnneRegniij, 
Refpite  was  given  of  a  Day  or  two  for  all  to  come  up  5        134^. 
and,  when  anemblcd,  the  fame  Sir  ffllliam  Thorpe  de-  ^t  freftmnpr. 
dared  the  Caufe  of  it  to  be,  *  That  the  King  had,  ac- 
«  cording  to  the  Truce  agreed  to  at  Calais^  fent  Commif- 
«  fioners  to  the  Pope,  from  whom  he  had  long  fince  ex- 

*  peded  fome  fatisfadlory  Anfwer,  but  as  yet  had  rccei* 

*  ved  none.     Alfo,  that  fundry  Articles  of  the  Truce, 
« touching  both  the  Kings  and  their  Allies,  were  not 

*  duly 

•  He  it  called,  in  the  Record,  Ltond  de  Andiotn,  of  Antwerp,  from  bc» 
iog  born  there. 
V  The  Word  is  det  Avoirs,  which  we  owa  we  cannot  tranAate. 
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K. £^tfr^ III. <  duly  performed;  and  further,  that  the  French  werd 

r  2^Q  1     ♦  preparing  a  puiflant -Army,  wherewith  to  invade  the 

^    '     ^     'Realm.     From  all  which  it  appeared  that  the  Truce 

^  was  but  fickle,  and  that  it  was  neither  fafe  nor  prudent 

*  to  rely  upon  it,  but  rather  to  be  arm*d  betimes  againft 

*  the  worft  that  might  happen ;  that  this  War,  which 

*  was  undertaken  by  the  Advice  and  Confent  of  Parlia- 

*  ment,  might  hare  a  profperous  Ending,  and  be  carried 

*  on  with  the  leaft  Charge  to  his  People.     He  added, 

*  That  the  Confervation  of  the  Public  Peace  at  home 
«  was  another  main  Point  for  their  Confiderations,  and 
<  that  this  muft  be  done  by  wholefome  Laws,  duly  and 

*  impartially  adminifterM.* 

Debates  arofe  again  amongft  them,  and  continued  for 
fome  Days ;  when,  at  laft,  the  Commons  agreed  upon 
an  humble  Petition,  or  Reprefentation,  to  the  King,  on 
the  prefent  State  of  the  Natioh  :  Which  being  a  Parlia- 
mentary Proceeding  very  memorable,  muft  find  a  Place, 
as  tranflated  from  the  original  Record  ^,  in  thefe  Inqui- 
ries. 

To  their  Moft  Honourable  and  Moji  Redoubted  LUge 
Lord^  his  poor  Commons  Jbew^ 

fTHHAT  at  his  laft  Parliament  he  fent  the  Noble 
JL  Earls  of  Lancajler  and  Northampton^  and  other 
Great  Men,  to  tell  them  that  he  intended  not  to  take 
any  Thing  more  of  them,  or  to  charge  them  farther} 
which  they  had  publi(bed  to  the  whole  Land,  for  which 
they  had  alfo  thanked  him,  according  to  their  Know- 
ledge, as  much  as  they  could,  and  prayed  for  hira 
Night  and  Day :  And  yet  at  this  prefent  Parliament, 
upon  certain  News  now  arrived,  he  demanded  a  very 
great  Charge  of  his  poor  Commons.  Wherefore  they 
defire  his  Noble  and  Thrice-honoured  Grace  would 
be  pleafed  to  underftand  the  Mifchiefs  and  Burdens  of 
the  Commons;  that  is  to  fay,  the  reafonable  Aid  which 
had  been  pardoned  y  in  his  14th  Year;  that  is,  a  Grant 
was  then  made  it  fhould  not  be  paid  in  all  his  Reign; 
to  wit,  40  J.  upon  every  Knight's  Fee,  to  make  bis 
eldcft  Son  Knight ;  whereas,  by  Statute,  there  was 
but  20  J.  due  upon  every  Fee;  befides  the  Fifteenths  of 

«  the 

X  Rot.  Pari.  2»  Edward  III, y  Remitted, 


The  Commonj' 
Reprefenution 
of  the  State  of 
the  Nation  to 
the  King,  decla- 
Ying  they  will 
frant  no  Supplies 
but  on  Condition 
of  their  Grie- 
vances  being  re- 
4iefled. 
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*  the  Commons j  and  Tenths  of  Cities  and  Boroughs  5  ^.^i-wtfri  ill* 

*  Men  at  Arms,  Hobelors,  Archers  taking  of  Viduals     r  --,  -i 

*  without  paying  for  them ;  guarding  the  Sea  j  and  alfo  L  7  J 
the  Subfidy  of  Wooll,  bv  reafon  whereof  every  Sack  of 
Wooll,  that  was  the  Treafure  of  the  Land,  was  fold 
for  40  X.  lefs  than  its  Value.  And  as  it  would  bo 
a  great  Trouble  to  the  Commons  to  bear  any  Charge^ 
that  therefore,  if  the  Aid,  now  to  be  granted,  might 
not  be  turned  into  Wooll,  neither  by  way  of  Loaa 
or  Value,  nor  in  any  other  Manner,  nor  levied  too 
haftily,  but  in  the  Form  it  was  wont  to  be  granted^ 
and  that  the  Eyres  of  Juftices  in  the  mean  Time  might 
ceafe,  as  well  of  the  Foredas  of  the  Common  Pleas^ 
and  general  Inquirv  in  the  whole  Land :  That  when 
this  Aid  (hould  be  levied,  that  then,  for  the  future,  no 
Subfidy  upon  Wooll  may  be  granted  by  the  Merchants; 
and  that  no  Impofition,  Loan,  or  other  TaHage,  or 
Charge  whatfoever,  (hall  be  put  upon  them  (the  Com^ 
mons)  by  the  Privy  Council,  without  their  Grant  and 
Confent  in  Parliament;  and  that  two  Prelates,  two 
Lords,  and  two  Juftices  might  be  afligned  to  hear  and 
difpatch  their  Petitions,  which  were  not  anfwer'd  in  the 
laft  Parliament ;  and  that  their  Petitions  in  this  Par-* 
liament  might  alfo  be  anfwered  according  to  Jteafon^ 
and  the  Anfwers  to  remain  in  Force,  without  being 
changed  or  altered  "  :  That  the  Juftices  do  inquire  of 
falfe  Money,  which  ruins  the  People :  That  David 
Bruce  J  fFilliam  Douglas,  and  other  Chief  Men  of  Scot'^ 
land^  may  in  no  Manner  be  released,  neither  by  Ranfom^ 
nor  upon  their  Faith  :  That  the  King  would  reftore 
the  20,000  Sacks  of  Wooll  taken  of  the  Commons  by; 
way  of  Loan :  That  an  Aid  to  marry  his  Daughter 
might  not  be  taken  in  the  mean  Time ;  and  that  there 
might  be  no  Marlhalfea  in  England,  except  that  of  the 
King,  pr  the  Qwdsiizn  oi  England^  when  He  was  out 
of  the  Kingdom. 

*  Upon  thefe  Conditions,  and  not  otherwife,  as  alio 
that  they  may  be  entered  in  the  Parliament-Roll,  as 
Matter  of  Record,  by  which  they  might  have  Remedy, 
if  any  Thing  fliould  be  done  to  the  contrary  in  Time  to 
come,  the  faid  poor  Commonalty,  to  their  very  great 
Mifchief,  grant  to  the  King  three  Fifteenths,  to  l^  le- 
Vot.  I.  T  « vied 

tt  See  before^  p«  263,  %%jy  tifejuent^ 
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vied  in  three  Years,  to  begin  at  Michaelmas  ncxj  co- 
ming, (o  as  every  Year  one  Fifteenth  may  be  levied,  and 
no  more,  at  two  Terms  in  the  Year,  vix.  St.  MUbaet 
and  Eajlefy  by  even  Portions;  and  that  this  Aid  may  be 
ai&gned  and  referved  only  for  the  War,  and  not  to 

E2ij  Debts ;  and  if  the  War  (bould  ceafc,  or  a  Truce 
c  made,  then  the  Fifteenth  of  the  laft  Year  not  to  be 
levied.  That  of  thefe  Conditions,  and  the  Manner 
of  this  Grant,  Letters  Patent  ihould  be  made,  and  fent 
into  all  Counties,  without  piaiying  any  Thing  for  them^ 
wherein  Ihould  be  mentioned  the  great  Neceffity  the 
King  was  in  after  the  lafl  Parliament ;  and  in  Cafe 
the  War  fhould  t^ eak  out  towards  Scotland^  the  Aid 
granted  beyond  Tnnt  fliputd  be  employed  for  the  De- 
fence of  thofe  Parts,  as  it  had  been  formerly/ 

Mr.  Barnes  has  given  us,  firom  the  Record,  the  fur- 
ther Petitions  of  this  Parliament  to  the  King,  with  his 
Anfwers ;  but  as  many  of  dtem  are  not  very  material. 
We  {hall  refer  to  that  Author,  and  only  mention  one  of 
Ae  laft.  *  In  this  was  contained  a  long^Complaint  againft 

•  Foreftcrs,  for  aflbrefting  of  Men's  Purlieus,  for  undue 
'  Trial,  and  for  Extortions ;  to  which  was  added  a  Re« 

•  queft,  that  Magna  Charta  may  be  obferv'd,  and  that  all 

•  Men  may  enjoy  their  Purlieus  according  to  the  Peram- 

•  bulations  in  the  Time  of  King  EJwardi/ 

Anfwer.  The  King  wills  that  Magna  Charta  he  kept 
inviolable  I  and  thofe  that  wilUomtlain  in  Right  of  their 
Jhirlieus  may  have  PFrits  out  ofCoancery  to  redrejs  them. 

Another  Author  obferves  upon  this,  how  fenuble  the 
Commons'  of  England  have  been  upon  anv  Infringement 
of  their  Great  Charters  of  Liberties  ana  Forefts  \  and 
alfo  how  ready  the  greateft  and  moft  powerful  of  our 
Kings  have  been  to  give  them  all  due  Satisfadion  to 
fuch  Petitions  or  Demands^  in  their  own  Way  ^. 

If 

w  Tjfrr*/,  p.  555.  In  the  TuhlU  A&%  we  /Sod  a  Writ  dire^led  to  the 
King  of  Scon  to  come  to  this  latter  Pailiametit  \  which,  for  the  Karity  of 
it,  deftiret  a  Tranfcript. 

RtXi  magnifico  Principi  etJtdtUfuA  Edwardo,  tadtm  Gratia,  Eigi  Scotis, 
Conjanruineo  Juo  earijfimo,  SaJutem, 

S^uta  pro  magnii  a  ardmis  Negotiis,  tarn  «M  et  Statum  no/hi  Aoglis, 
fuam  VM  et  Terram  tt  Gtntem  Scoti«  jummt  concirmmtHms,  PsrUmmtmtum 
mffinm  afud  Weftmonafterium  ad  Diem  Lwm,  frwimamp^  Diem  D»- 

wuaicam 
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If  we  have  been  too  prolix  in  our  laft  Proceedings,  we  K*  Biward  i\U 
have  now  a  Chafm  of  Time  in  which  we  can  meet  with     .         . 
nothing  to  our  Purpoie.    An  univeifal  Plague,  intro*     L  ^73  J 
duced  by  many  frightful  Prodigies,  which  ourSiograpbei' 
Barms  has  given  us,  and  which  at  laft  ravaged  this 
Ifland  in  a  dreadful  Manner,  prevented  all  Parliamentary 
Meetings  for  full  two  Years  "^^    But, 

ThcICing,  towards  the  latter  End  of  the  Year  1350, 
having  Occafion  for  the  Advice  of  Parliament,  ilfiied 
out  his  Writs  of  Summons,  dated  Novimber  25,  for  one 
to  meet  on  the  Feaft  of  St.  HUaryj  or  January  13,  fol- 
lowing. On  which  Day  being  met,  it  was  further  ad« 
joiirned  to  the  1 5th  of  Fibruary  next  after  ;  that  none 
might  plead  for  £.xcufe  they  had  not  Time  ^ough  given 
tfaem  to  appear  in. 

This  Parliament,  by  the  Records,  was  held,  by  Com*- 
miffion,  the  King  and  Prince  of  ff^aJes  being  both  abfent. 

Upon  the  Day  appointed  the  King's  Commiffion  was  Anno  Regnl  t^i 
read,  in  the Paintid-Chambir  ztH^iftminftir^  audiorizing        '35"« 
Prince  Lionel  to  hold  a  Parliament  during  the  King's  j^^  mjbmnfier^ 
Abfence ;  who  it  feems  was  gone  upon  fome  Progrefi^ 
or  Expedition,  of  which  our  Hiflorians  are  filent:  But, 
being  prorogued  for  fome  Days,  in  the  mean  Time  the 
King  returned.     Being  again  aflembled.  Sir  WiUiarndg 
Sharejhall^  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice,  in  the  Prefence  of  tho     ^         ^  ^ 
King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  declared, « That  the  Caufe     "•    '  *  ^ 
*  of  their  Summons  was,  firft,  becaufe  the  King,  in  th€ 
<  22d  Year  of  his  Reign,  had  held  a  Parliament,  which 
^  he  was  hindered  from  continuing,  as  alfo  from  calling 
T  2  another, 

mmtam  in  mtdh  £lus3ragefftwio  proximo  fittttntnh  ttmr§f  et  ihidem  e$m 
J*rse/ans,  Magnstihift,  ttFroterimu  diaiRegni  nofri  Colloquium  bahtrt  V0« 
lumus  it  traSlstym* 

Et,  ideo  vohis,  in  Fide  et  Homagio,  quihus  nohis  tnumim,  mandamus 
fuod,  omnibus  aliis  pr^termijis,  ad  diBos  Diem  et  Loeum  perjonaliter  iw 
terfitisi  ibidtm  nobifcum  et  cum  Pralatis,  Magnatibus,et  Proceribus  pradi8it^ 
fuper  Negotiii  prediBiSf  tra^aturi,  n/ejirumque  ConJUtum  impenfuri  \  it  hoc 
^Ciit  noi  it  Uonorem  noftrum  et  Vefirumy  diligitist  nuUatenut  omittatit, 

*reJU  Rege  apud  Weftmonaileriuin,  decimo  quarto  Die  Febnurji* 
Fflcd.  Ang.  Tom,  V.  p.  6ii,  6i». 
X  In  a  Writ  to  the  Biihop  oi  JVincbefier,  Jam,  i,  1349,  a  Parliament  is 
prorogued,  which  was  to  have  met  on  the  Monday  iSiti  the  Feaft  of  St« 
Hilary t  to  15  Days  after  Eafter,  for  this  Reafon,  Sluia  tauten  fuhita  Plaga 
PefiiUntue  mortaUs  in  Loca  pr^edi&Of  et  aliit  Partihut  circumvieinis,  aaeo 
Judiei  imvalefcitf  quod  dijeeuro  Accejfu  Hominum  ad  Locum  ilium  formidatur 
admodum  biitDiebus,     Focd.  Ang.  Tom.  V.  p.  655. 

And  by  another  Writ  they  are  again  prorogued,  for  the  Ouofi  Reafon^  sd 
movam  Pnmuttitiomm  ptr  mos  iude  fadendam,  tec.    Idem,  p.  65$, 
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k;  Edfogrdllht  unotfaer,  by  reafoa  of  the  late  dreadful  Plague,  to  tbuf 
^  Time.  That  the  Buiinels  of  the  Wars  now  required 
^  their  Concurrence,  becaufe  the  Peace  was  not  pundu«- 

<  ally  obferved ;  and  feveral  Domeftic  Afiairs  wanted  to 
^  be  taken  into  Confideration  by  them;particulary,  that 

<  Labourers  refufed  to  do  their  Work  at  reafonable  and 

<  ufual  Rates  :  And,  laftly,  becaufe  the  Treafure  of  the 
*.  Realm  was  exported/ 

The  Caufe  of  the  Meeting  being  thus  opened,  the 

King,  by  the  faid  Chief  Juftice,  commanded  the  Com«- 

mons  to  confider  and.advife  what  was  beft  to  be  done  to 

redreis  thefe  Evils.     In  Obediience  to  which,  and  for 

the  remedying  the  excefiive  Wages  of  Labourers,  there 

ivas  then  enaSed  that  remarkable  Statute  deServientibais^ 

the  25th  of  this  King ;  which,  tho'  now  obfolete,  is  m 

our  SMtites  at  large  ^.   It  was  alfo  enafied.  That  every 

Man  that  purchafed  any  Provifions  of  Abbies  or  Priories^ 

in  the  Court  of  Rcrm^  both  he  and  his  Executors,  which 

did  fue  and  make  Executions  of  fuch  Provifions,  Ihould 

be  out  of  the  King's  Protedion,  and  dealt  with  as  £ne«- 

fnies  to  the  King  and  Kingdom  ^. 

The  Aft  ptflW,     The  Declaration  of  what  Offences  fhall  be  judged 

^*^^'^«^^Tre8fon  was  now  paffed  into  an  Aft;  which  has  ever 

deemedTfearoo^fince  been  the  great  Barrier  betwixt  the  Kings  of  £»g^ 

Af^  iand  and  their  Subje^.' 

There  is  not  any  particular  Petition  made  from  the 
Comtnons  to  the  King  for  the  enading  this  Statute,  on 
the  Rolls  of  Parliament,  yet  it  is  among  the  Statutes  at 
large^  and  feems  to  have  been  made  begaufe  the  Judges 
had  heretofore,  in  their  Trials  of  Perfons,  condemned 
them  as  Traitors^  on  feveral  Caufes,  which  the  People 

did 

y  There  had  been  an  Alteration  and  ReduAion  made  in  the  Engiijb 
Coin  about  this  Timc»  that  though  it  wanted  in  Weight,  yet  it  was  made  to 
pafs  according  to  its  former  Value.  And  whereas  before  there  were  no 
<)ther  Pieces  of  Money,  but  Nobles  and  Half-Nobles,  with  fmall  Pieces  of 
Silver  called  Sterlings,  the  King  caufed  Groats  and  Half- Groats,  of  equal 
Value  with  the  Sterling  Money,  to  be  coined,  which  raifed  the  Prices  ©f 
Provifions  and  Commodities,  which  ufually  rife  and  fall  according  to  tbe 
Plenty  or  Scarcity  of  Money,  and  made  Servants  and  Labourers  to  rmife 
their  Wages.  For  which  Reafon  this  Statute  was  made  to  reduce  the  izm^ 
to  the  ufual  Rates  given  before  the  late  great  Mortality.  ^001.  Daniel  in 
Kennetf  p.  224. 

For  the  Statute  of  Labourers,  and  the  Wages  alTigned  every  particoUr 
Craft,  fee  Statutes  at  iarge,  An,  Peg»  25  Edw.  III.  1350* 

«  Caird  the  fecond  Statute  of  Provifors,  See  Haxoiins  Statutes  ct 
large,  25  £W.  IIL  p.  450.    And  C9llier*i  EideJ,  WJi,  p.  554, 

5ee  before,  p«  ^53,  S70« 
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did  not  know  was  Treafon.  The  Parliament,  confider-  K,  Mdwrd  Ut^ 
ing  how  to  fettle  this  material  Point  between  the  King 
and  the  Subjed,  wifely  enaded  this  Statute,  which,  to 
this  Day,  fixes  what  particular  Pomts  are  to  be  deemed 
Treafon.     *  This  excellent  Ad,  fays  a  late  Hiftorian% 

*  fo  juftly  celebrated  in  After- Ages  for  the  Security  it 

*  afforded  to  the  Lives  and  Eftates  of  good  Subjedb, 
^  feems  to  have  been  occaikmed.  by  the  Corruption  of 

*  the  Judges;  who,  in  order  to  defraud  the  Nobility  and 

*  Gentry  of  the  Efcheats  of  Lands  forfeited  to  them  as 

<  Lords  of  the  Fee  by  their  Vaflals,  in  certain  Cafes  of 

*  Felony  and  Mifdemeanor,  and  to  veft  the  fame  in  the 

*  Crown,  multiplied  Treaibns  at  their  Pleafure ;  and  it 

*  was  for  this  Reafon  that  they  were,  in  the  latter  Part 

*  of  this  Statute,  exprefly  reftrained  from  adjudging,  by 

*  Parity  of  Reafon,  Inference,  or  Similitude  of  Cafe^    ' 
'  any  other  Fa£b  to  be  Treaibn ;  but  were  to  fufpend 

<  Judgment,  till  the  Cafe  (hould  be  laid  before  the  Par- 

*  liament  for  its  Determination,  whether  it  fbould  be 

*  deemed  Treafon  or  Felony/ 

The  Judges,  or  thofe  who  were  put  in  that  Authority 
by  the  King  in  thofe  Days,  did  not  behave  themfelves> 
in  their  feveral  Stations,  as  that  juft  Monarch  could 
wifli.  Somelnftances  of  this  Kind  are  previous  in  this 
Reign  ;  and  now,  in  this  very  Parliament,  a  Lord  Chief 
Juftice  was  brought  before  them,  accufed,  tried,  and 
Sentenced  for  Bribery,  contrary  to  his  Oath.  This  was 
the  fame  Sir  William  Thorpe  who  is  named  as  Prolocu- 
tor to  fome  former  Parliaments,  and  who  the  King 
caufed  to  appear  before  the  prefent  Aflembly,  to  have 
the  Sentence  confirmed  which  had  been  pafled  upon 
him,  and  which  was  no  lefs  than  Hanging.  The  King 
pardoned  him  as  to  Life,  but  rendered  him  incapable 
of  ferving  him  ever  after. 

The  before-quoted  modern  Hiftorian  takes  Occafion 
here  to  remark,  but  does  not  cite  his  Authority,  That 
no  Lawyer  fat  in  this  or  the  laft  Parliaments  which 
made  fuch  admirable  Laws  for  the  Good  of  the  King- 
dom. He  then  proceeds  and  gives  us  a  long  Difquifi^ 
tion  on  this  Queftion,  Whether  Lawyers  fhould  be 
excluded  from  fitting  in    Parliament   or    not  i    And 

T  3  quotes 

•  Carte'i  Uijlory  of  England^  Vol.  II.  p.  480.  Scc  alfo  A^ndix  t# 
thU  Hiftory,  p.  !•  fur  the  whole  of  this  A^. 
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J^EiMri  m.  quotes  fevend  Inftances,  by  Extrads,  out  of  the  Bodjr 
of  Writs  for  ftunmoning  divers  PariiamentSy  that  the7 
were  exprefly  forbidden.  The  whole  is  a  very  long  and 
learned  Diflertation  on  this  important  Point ;  we  believe 
the  Fa^  quoted  to  be  juft,  but  whether  they  amount 
to  what  the  Author  means  to  prove,  vi%.  ThatXrawyers 
.then  were,  and  ou^t  for  ever  to  be,  excluded  from  Par* 
lianent,  we  leave  to  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Long  Robe 
to  determine  \ 

There  are  many  Pedtions  with  their  Anfwers  enter'd 
ion  the  Rolls  in  this  Parliament,  which  are  too  long  for 
twirPurpofe, 

Our  more  general  Hiftorians  tell  us  that  there  were 
r  27C  1  '^^  Promotions  made  at  diis  Time,  which  de&rve  our 
^  '^  "*  'Notice.  Henry  Earl  of  Lancafttr  was  created  Duke 
The  Duchy  of  of  the  £ime,  as  an  Acknowledgement  for  the  great  Ser- 
j^^^^^^^*"- vices  he  had  done  the  Crown,  by  the  general  Confent 
of  the  whole  Parliament^.  He  was  invefted  by  girding 
on  a  Sword^  and  had  Power  to  hold  a  Court  of  Chan- 
cery in  the  County  of  Lanee^er^  to  ifiue  out  Writs  un- 
der his  own  Seal ;  and  alfo  to  hold  Pleas  concerning 
Civil  Caulcs  arifing  wttfajn  that  Duchy.  This  deferves 
more  Notkc,  becaufe  it  b  commonly  fsud  that  L^mcajler 
was  not  advanced  to  a  County  Palatine  till  the  Reign  of 
Hinry  IV.  But  as  Prince  Edward  had  been  b^ore 
created  the  firft^Duke  that  ever  had  been  in  England^ 
fo  this  Duke  of  Lanc^er  was  the  fecond  that  was  ad- 
vanced to  that  Dignity.  At  the  fame  Time  alfe  the 
Lord  Ralph  Siaffordy  for  his  eminent  Services,  was  ad- 
vanced to  the  Title  of  Earl  oiStaffhrd\  and  looo  Marks 
Penfion  a  Year  was  given  him  by  the  King,  till  he 
could  provide  Lands  of  that  Value  to  fettle  on  him  and 
his  Heirs  for  ever  ^. 

Mr.  Tj'^^'^phferves  that  there  b  an  Error  in  the  Par- 
Kament-Rolls  made  by  the  Clerk,  by  entering  this  Par- 
liament where  the  next  ihould  be,  which  was  called 
the  Year  after.  For,  izyt  he,  the  Writ  of  Summons, 
for  the  fucceeding  one,  bears  Date  November  15,  to 
meet  on  the  13^1  of  J/^miMrry  following ;  and  as  this 

King 

*  Vidt  Carte,  p.  480.  , 

c  By  the  King's  fpecial  Charter,  dated  March  6,  A.  R,  15.    FseJ,  Attgm 
«*  The  famous  Order  oi  the  Garter  wa«  at  this  Time  firft  inftituted  at 
M^ndfar  by  the  King  j  Cui  tantus  deinde  acceffit  Honor,  ut  maximos  qn&ffvg 
]Keg€i  mn  ptenituerit  in  id  vemrt  CoiUpum*    Pol.  Verg.  2^h»  uz«  p.  37s* 
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King  begins  his  Reign  from  the  firft  of  this  Month,  itK.  Xdwar4  lU* 

jnuft  be  in  the  26th,  and  not  the  25th  Year  of  it.     By 

i¥hich,  adds  this  Author,  the  Reader  may  find  that 

Drrors  may  fometimes  happen  in  Records  themielves  1 

and  muft  be  correded  either  by  other  Records,  or  tht 

Hifiory  of  the  Times. 

But  the  Error  is  in  Mr.  7Vr//,  and  not  in  the  Clerk; 
for  Edward  III.  began  his  Reign  on  the  29rh  of  Ju'^ 
nuary^  J^ij^  and  was  crowned  on  the  firft  of  February 
following  (hafty  Work,  indeed,  but  was  what  the 
NeceiBty  of  thofe  Times  requir'd) ;  fo  that  the  Meeting 
of  this  fucceeding  Parliament  muft  be  ftill  in  the  ajtli 
Year  of  this  King  *. 

And  accordingly  on  the  i|th  of  January  the  Parlia-^^  ^^  ^ 
ment  met,  but  was  adjourned  for  five  Davs  on  Account       1351. 
of  the  Abfentees ;  when,  being  all  ailcmbled,  the  Parliaf-  ^^  mihmnBer 
ment  was  open'd  by  a  Speech  from  Sir  fTilliam  Share/ball^         j^  j*  • 
the  Lord  Chief  Juftice,  declaring  the  Occafion  of  the     r  276  1 
Summons  to  be,  for  fetting  forth  the  King's  Title  to  the 
Crown  oi France-,  telling  them, «  That  Philip  of  ^tf/wThcKing'tTitb 
«  had  ufurped  it  all  his  Life;  and  not  only  fo,  but  moved  ^^^*f^?; 
^  War  againft  him  in  Gafcoingy  and  other  Places,  feizingthu  ParUament* 

<  upon  his  Rights  and  Pofleffions,  and  doing  all  dieMif- 

*  chiefs  to  him,  both  by  Sea  and  Land,  that  was  in  his 

*  Power,  which  they  well  knew,  in  Subverfion  of  him 

*  and  his  Realm  of  England:  That  in  former  Parlia- 

<  ments  this  Matter  had  been  propounded  in  Behalf  of 

*  the  King,  and  their  Advice  requefted  what  was  beft 

<  to  be  done  ;  and  that  it  had  been  declared,  after  good 

*  Deliberation,  they  knew  no  other  Way  to  advifc  the 

*  King,  than  to  procure  Allies  to  go  againft  his  Adver* 

*  fary  by  main  Force,  and  to  do  this  they  had  promifed 

*  to  aid  him  with  Body  and  Goods.     Whereupon  the 
^  King  made  Alliances  with  feveral  foreign  Princes  and 

*  Powers,  and,  by  the  Help  of  the  good  People  of  Eng* 
^  landy  he  made  War  upon  him,  becaufe  he  could  not 

*  bring  him  to  a  reafonable  Peace.   That  the  King  and 

*  his  Adverfs^ry  had  often  aflfented  to  Truces ;  but  his 

*  Enemy,  during  thofe  Truces,  imagining  to  deceive 

*  the  King,  broke  them  every  Way,  continuing  his  Ma- 

« lice 

e  In  the  Record,  thefc  Parliaments  are  divided  into  Part  prima  &  ftcunda^ 
which  might  be  for  Fariiamntum  primum  &  fKundum  in  the  ixson  Year. 
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|C*  EdwariVSL^  licc  againft  him  and  his  Friends.     That  now,  aftef 

*  Pbifip's  Decdafe  ^,   7^*«,  his   Son,    continuing  the 

*  fame  Wrongs  his  Father  had  piaintained,  pofieffcd  the 

♦  Kingdom  oi  France  \  and,  contrary  to  the  laft  Truce, 

<  confirmed  and  fworn  to  by  both,  had  broken  it  both 

<  in  Gafc9igny  and  Britany,  and  alfo  upon  the  Sea ;  and 

<  had  adually  fcnt  to  Scotland  to  renew  the  antient  Air 

•  iiance,made  between  them,  wholly  tending  to  the  Sub- 

<  verfion   and  DeftruSion   of  his  People   of  England.  • 

<  Wherefore  the  King  much  thank'd  his  Commons  for 
«  the  Aids  they  have  already  given  him,  and  for  the 

r  277  ]     *  Good- will  he  had  always  found  in  them,  and  prays 
^  them  that  they  would  take  Time  to  confult  about  this 

<  \intlU  the  next  Day,  and  that,,  at  Sun-Rife  in  the 

•  Morning,  they  would  come  to  t\\t  Painted-Chamber  in 

♦  Wefiminjier  to  deliberate,  ^nd  to  hear  if  the  King 

<  would  fay  any  Thing  further  to  them ;  and  to  fliew 
^  the  King  their  Grievances,  if  they  had  any,  that  Re- 

*  Kef  might  be  given  them  at  this  Meeting/  He  con- 
cluded his  Speech  with  charging  the  Commons,  in  tb? 
King's  Name,  to  Ihorien  their  Stay  in  Town ;  and,  for 
the  quicker  Difpatch  of  Bufmefs,  that  they  would  imr 
mediately  make  Choice  of  24  or  30  Perfons,  out  of  their 
"whole  Number,  to  be,  in  the  Morning,  at  the  Painted- 
Chamber^  and  the  King  would  fend  a  Number  of  Lords 
to  them  to  confer  about  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Nation. 

After  this  Declaration  from  the  Chief  Juftice,  and 
another  from  Sir  Bartholomew  Burgherjh^  the  King's 
Chamberlain,  to  the  fame  Purpofe,  the  Commons  chofc 
a  Committee,  as  difefted,  who  had  feveral  long  Con- 
ferences with  the  Lords,  as  well  to  raife  a  necefTary  Aid 
for  the  King,  as  to  draw  up  Petitions  concerning  thp 
Rights  of  their  Conftituents.    When  all  was  ready,  the 
A  Supply grantca  Commons,  in  their  whole  Body,  came  before  the  King 
aSainft  ¥rance,  in  full  Parliament,  and  reprefented  to  him,  *  That  thp 
Con"ditions!"      *  common  People  of  the  Land  were  much  impoverifli'd 

*  by  the  late  mortal  Peftilence,  as  well  as  by  other  Bur- 

*  dens.  Taxes,  Tallages,  and  many  other  Payments  laid 

*  upon  them  *;  yet,  notwithftanding  all  thcfe  Damages^ 

*  having  a  due  Regard  to  the  National  Intcrcft  and  Dc- 

*  fence 

f  Thii  King  of  Franu  died  Augufi  lo.  Anno  1350,  and  was  fuccrtded 
by  *3obn  Duke  of  Normandy ^  his  Son, 

*  Par  autrtt  Semens  Taxes ^  Tailiages,  et  plufures  autre  Cbevanca,  &€• 
Rot.  Pajl.  25  Edward  III,  farsjtcunda,  N^.  9. 
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*  fence  againft  the  Malice  of  their  Enemies,  they  icYir^. EJw^rditif 

*  vered  the  King  a  Roll,  containing  both  the  Aid  which 
^  they  had  unanimoufly  granted  him,  and  their  Petitions 

*  concerning  the  Commons  of  England^  to  which  they 
■^  prayed  the  King  to  give  good  and  fpecdy  Anfwers/ 
The  King  granted  their  Requeft,  thanked  them  for  thb 
great  Aids  given  before,  and  for  this  now  granted ;  and 
for  the  Good-will  and  Kindnefs  he  had  always  found  in 
his  Commons,  as  well  in  this  as  in  former  Affairs* 

Then  follows  the  Grant  of  three  Tenths  and  three 
Fifteenths  to  the  King,  by  the  Lords  and  the  whole 
Commons  of  the  Land,  in  order  to  fupply  his  great  Ne-     -      ^  ^ 
ceflities.     This  Tax  was  to  be  raifed  as  the  laft  Tenths     t  ^^    J 
and  Fifteenths  were,  within  three  Years,  upon  the  Con- 
5]itions  following : 

*  That  all  Fines,  Profits,  Amerciaments,  and  Imports, 
^  levied,  or  to  be  levied,  upon  Labourers,  Artificers^ 
^  Regrators,  Vc,  who  were  for  taking  more  Wages, 

*  were  to  be  paid  towards  raifing  the  Subfidy.'  But  thi? 
Statute,  together  with  the  Anfwer  to  it,  is  now  obfolete, 

*  That  hereafter  no  Tax,  Tallage,  Aids,  or  Charges 

*  be  demanded  or  levied  on  the  Commons;  and  that  all 
^  the  reafonable  Petitions,  prayed  by  the  Commons, 

*  may  be  granted,  confirmed,  and  fealed  before  the  Dif- 

*  folution  of  this  Parliament.'  To  which  the  King's 
Anfwer  was,  *  That,  as  to  the  Tax  and  Tallage,  it  is 

*  not  the  Intention  of  the  King,  or  the  Lords,  that  they 

*  (hould  ever  be  ch^ged  without  the  Confent  of  the 

*  Commons  ;  and,  as  to  granting  their  other  reafonable 
^  Petitions,  the  King  is  pleafed  it  ftiould  be  done/ 

The  Commons  pray  alfo,  *  That  the  Loans  which 
^  Were  granted  to  the  King  by  many  of  that  Body,  may 
'  be  releafed  ;  and  none  compelled  to  make  fuch  Loans 

*  for  the  future  againft  his  Will,  for  that  it  was  againft 

*  Reafon  and  the  Franchife  of  the  Land  ;  and  that  Rc- 

*  ftitution  might  be  given  to  thofe  who  had  made  the 

*  Loans.'     The  King's  Anfwer  was,  *  That  it  fhould 

*  be  done.' 

*  Alfo,  that  whereas  the  King's  Juftices,  afligned  to 

*  feveral  Counties,  had  judged  many  Men  that  were 

*  arraigned  before  them  as  Traitors,  for  divers  Caufes 
^  not  known  to  the  Commons  to  be  Treafon;  therefore 

*  it  was  defired  that  the  King  and  his  Council,  and  the 

.  *  Great 
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.*•  i^^w^'Ml.*  Great  and  Wife  Men  of  the  Land,  would  plcafc  to 

*  declare  the  Points  of  Treafon/  The  Anfwer  was» 
^  That  a  Statute  was  made  in  the  laft  Parliament,  fet- 

*  ting  forth  and  declaring  what  Crimes  (hall  be  Treafon 

*  for  the  future/  This  we  Ihall  have  often  Occafion  to 
mention  in  the  Sequel. 

It  will  not  be  amifs  to  add  fomewhat  of  a  private  Con- 
cern, which  was  tranfa6led  in  this  P^irliament.  The 
Xord  John  Maltravers^  who  was  thought  to  be  one  of 
the  Murderers  of  King  Edward  II.  having  fome  Years 
before  come  in  and  Tubmitted  himfelf  to  the  King's 
r  2-Q  J  Mercy,  and  lately  received  his  Pnrdon,  now  petitioned 
*  to  have  it  confirmed  in  Parliament ;  which,  in  Confi- 

deration  of  his  late  faithful  Service  to  the  King  in  Flan- 
dirsy  was  granted  accordingly,  and  he  was  again  reftored 
to  his  Honour  and  Eftate,  which  had  been  long  feized 
into  the  King's  Hands  ^. 

In  the  fucceeding  Year,  1353,  >/«.  Rig.  27  Edw,  III. 

the  King  called  another  Parliament  to  meet  at  JVlftmln' 

Jier  on  the  Monday  next  after  the  Feaft  of  St.  Matthew 

the  Apoftle,  by  Writs  dated  the  15th  of  July  foregoing. 

This  Meeting,  in  the  Record,  is  only  called  a  Great 

Council,  (in  Magno  Confilio)  compofed  of  about  fixty 

Lords,  one  Knight  for  each  County,  and  one  Member 

for  each  City  or  Borough ;  but  yet  we  fball  find  them 

enading  Laws,  equal  to  the  Power  of  a  full  Parliament. 

I  2S0  ]         ^^  ^^^  "^^  however,  'till  the  7th  Day  o^OSiober  that 

this  Parliament,  or  Council,  fat  to  do  Bufinefs ;  when, 

Anno  Regoi  27. being  all  aflembled  in  the  White  Hally  or  Chamber,  of 

«3S3'        IVeJlminJlery  the  Lord-Chamberlain,  Burgherjby  deli- 

At  JVtfimnfitr*  vered  the  King's  Mind  to  them  as  follows  : 

^  That  the  King,  confidering  how  he  might  beft  ea(e 

*  his  People,  that  had  been  often  charged  with  Impofi- 
'  tions  and^reat  Aids,  by  reaibn  of  the  War  with  his 

*  Adverfary  of  France ^  who  detained  his  Right  of  Heri- 
'  tage  to  that  Crown  from  him,  had  fent  lately  fome 

*  of  the  moft  Noble  Lords  of  his  Realm,  vi%.  the  Arch- 

*  bifhop  of  Canterbury  and  the  Duke  of  hancajiery  with 

«-  other 

k  See  before,  p.  aoy,  ao8, 1*4, 125. — The  King*s  Charter  of  Pardon 
for  thit  Man  is  entered  at  Length  on  the  RoUs.  It  \t  in  Latin^  and  it 
Tery  full  and  particular,  and  is  dated  at  Wefimtvy^et^  Fth,  8,  An.  i?rf.  »6i 
which  fhews  that  this  Parliament  fat  both  ia  the  25th  and  26(h  Yean  0^ 
kis  Reign* 
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Other  Prelates  and  Noblemen,  to  Gui/nesj  to  treat  with  K*  Edivard  nu 
his  Adverfary  in  Prefence  of  a  Cardinal,  whom  the 
Pope  had  fent  thither  as  a  Mediator ;  and  that,  after 
the  Treaty,  he  had  fent  his  Confellbr  to  the  Pope,  to 
acquaint  him  that,  confidering  the  many  People  that 
had  been  killed  in  this  War,  and  defiring  to  fpend  the 
reft  of  his  Time  in  another  more  holy  one,  to  the  Ho- 
nour of  God,  if  his  Adveriary  would  make  Refiitutioa 
of  the  Duchy  of  Guyenne  to  him,  as  entirely  as  any  of 
his  Anceftors  had  enjoyed  it,  to  hold  it  freely  without 
any  Homage  or  Service,  he  was  willii^,  when  the  War 
was  ended,  to  refign  his  Title  to  the  Crown  of  Francf. 
That  the  Pope  had  moreover  been  defired  to  found  his  [  281  } 
/r#«tfi&  Adverfary *s  Inclination  to  a  farther  Treaty  j  yet, 
with  Proteftation,  That,  if  he  ihould  not  accept  it,  all 
his  Rights  Ihould  be  entirely  (aved  to  him,  as  if  no 
Aich  CJiFer  had  been  made.  To  which  Meflage  the 
King  not  having  received  any  Anfwer  from  the  Pope, 
be  had  fent  another  by  the  Avchdczconof  Huntingdon^ 
ffllliam  de  JVttUfey^  to  know  what  had  been  done  in 
this  AfFair,  who  brought  back  nothing  worth  report- 
ing ;  wherefore  it  feemed  nece/Tary  to  the  King  and 
the  Lords  of  his  Council,  that  he  fhould  prepare  him- 
felf  for  the  War  againft  his  Adverfary,  as  well  for  the 
Defence  oi  England  as  to  recover  his  Rights,  for  which 
he  ought  to  have  a  great  Sum  of  Money  granted  to 
him/ 

The  faid  Chamberlain  Ihewed  further,  *  That  the 
late  Tax,  or  Subfidy,  on  Wooll,  Leather,  and  Wooll- 
fels,  ending  at  MUhailmas  laft,  it  was  not  the  King's 
Intentions  to  lay  any  new  Tax  or  other  Charge  upon 
his  People,  yet  he  requefted  the  Parliament  to  grant 
him  the  faid  Subfidy  for  fomc  Time  longer.* 
This  Requeft  being  confidered  by  the  Three  Eftates, 
and  deliberated  upon,  they  all  unanimoufly  agreed  to ^  fj^th^r  Grant 
grant  the  King  this  Subfidy  of  Wooll,  &^r.  to  receive  it, for  the  famo 
as  before,  from  Michaelmas  laft  for  three  Years  to  come,**"P®^^5* 
if  the  War  fliould  continue  fo  long ;  upon  Condition 
that  the  Money,  arifing  from  this  Subiidy,  fhould  be 
kept  folely  for  the  War,  and  not  applied  to  any  other 
Ufe. 

There  were  likewife  fcveral  excellent  Laws  made  in 
this  Council,  or  Parliament,  as,  particularly,  that  of  the 

Staple  i 
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1^  Edward  in.  Staple  ^ ;  whereby  it  was  enaded^That  the  great  Markets 
for  Wooll,  Wooll-fels,  Leather,  and  Lead  fhouid  be 
held  in  London^  Weftminfter^  York^  Briftol^  and  divers 
f  ^  -  other  Cities  and  Towns  therein  mentioned  ;  with  feve* 
^  *  J  rai  Rules  and  Reftriflions  for  well  regulating  the  fame. 
This  Ad,  or  rather  Ordinance,  was  made,  as  was  de- 
clared by  the  Chief  Juftice  Sharejhall^  becaufe  the  Staple 
of  Wooll,  the  fovereign  Merchandize  and  greateft  Jewel 
in  the  Kingdom  oi  England  ^y  had  heretofore  been  held 
in  Parts  beyond  Sea,  to  the  enriching  of  Foreigners  and 
•Strangers  :  Therefore,  ^c,  as  is  before  recited.  The 
Ordinance  is  in  the  King's  Name  only,  and  confifts  of 
near  forty  feparate  Articles ;  but  in  the  laft  it  was  or- 
dered to  be  proclaimed  and  publi(hed  in  every  County  in 
England  \  and  alfo,  for  greater  Force,  that  it  fhouid  be 
rehearfed  and  inrolled  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  next 
Parliament. 

AADo  Regni  18,  The  Year  1353  being  ended,  the  King,  on  the  15th 
1354,       of  Marchy  in  the  next  Year,  fent  out  his  Writs  of  Sum- 

At  WeftminJUr.  '"^ns  to  Call  a  real  Parliament  to  meet  at  JVeflminJlir^ 
April  the  l8th  following.  Being  accordingly  aflembled, 
the  aforefaid  Lord  Chief  Juftice  declared,  in  the  Prc- 
fence  of  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  in  the  Paint' 
id-Chamber y  *  That  the  Caufe  of  this  Parliament's  b?- 

*  ing  called,  was  for  three  Things  :  Firji^  For  eftablifh- 

*  ing  the  Staple  within  the  Realm*  and  for  Confirmation 

*  of  the  Ordinances  made  in  the  laft  Great  Council 

*  about  it.     Secondly^  How  they  might  treat  of  a  Peace 

*  with  France ;  for  that  by  War  the  King  faw  his  Sub- 

*  jcds  greatly  wafted.     And,  Thirdly^  For  receiving  of 

*  ^Petitions  and  redrefling  of  Grievances ;  all  which  with- 
^  out  a  Parliament  could  not  be  eiFedually  done.' 

A 

c  Staple  fignifies  thii  or  that  Town  whhhcr  the  Envlijh  Merchants  were 
•bilged,  by  A£t  of  Parliament,  to  carry  their  WoolT,  Cloth,  Lead,  and 
Tin,  and  fuch-like  Staple  Commodities,  in  oider  to  fell  them  by  the  Great. 
For  the  Etymology  of  this  Word,  fee  further  in  Blount'%,  CawtlVit  and 
yacob^t  Law  Di^ienaries. 

It  feems*  the  King  was  difpleafed  with  the  Flentmlngt  for  difappointiog 
him  in  the  Match  between  his  Daughter  and  their  young  Earl  Lcwn,  and 
removed  the  Staple  «f  Woolls  from  their  Towns,  which  were  greatly  en- 
riched thereby,  and  caufed  it  to  be  kept  at  home,  judging  it  more  con- 
venient to  enrich  his  own  Towns  than  Strangers,  by  the  Commodities  of' 
his  Kingdom.     Daniel  \n  Kcnm-ff  p.  224. 

<*  i^ue  font  la  f over  cine  Marcbandije  et  Jewel  dt  Jon  Roialme  d^Anglc* 
f^rc.  Rot.  Pari.  2S  Edw,  ill. 
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A  Dajr  or  two  after  the  Lord-Chamberlain  iiifofin-K.£i/«;fln/  iiu 
ed  them,  *  That  there  were  great  Hopes  of  bringing 

•  about  a  Peace  between  England  and  France y  by  Means '^^^^^"e  ^'.^ 
^  of  certain  Commiffioners  appointed,  on  both  rarts,  for  "^  'f  ^^^  p^jl 

•  that  Purpofe;  yet  the  King  wpuM  not  conclude  any  liament  concern- 

•  Thing  without  the  Confent  of  his  Lprds  and  Commons;  '^^^  *  ^^"^  ^*^ 

•  wherefore  he  demanded  of  them,  in  the  King's  Name,  ^^^  * 

•  Whether  they  would  aflent  and  agree  to  a  reace,  if  it     [  scS  j  ] 

•  might  be  had  by  Treaty?'  To  which  the  Commons 
aafwered,  with  one  Accord,  *  That  what  fliould  be 

•  agreeable  to  the  King  and  his  Council  in  making  of 
«  this  Treaty,  would  be  fo  to  them.'  But  the  Commons 
being  afked  again,  ^  If  they  confented  to  a  perpetual 
«  Peace,  if  it  might  be  had  V  They  all  unanimouflj^ 
cried  out,  0/7,  w7.  Yea,  yea.  Upon  which  Dr.  Michael 
Northburgt  Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal,  commanded  Dr; 
John  de  Swineley^  the  Pope's  Notary,  to  enter  this  in 
a  public  Inftrument,  which  was  to  be  laid  before  tho 
Pope  at  Avignon. 

Mr.  Tyrrel  obferves  here  that  Parliamentary  Proceed- 
ings were  not  then  reduced  to  that  Form  and  Regularity 
which  they  have  been  brought  to  fince  that  Time ;  tho 
Commons  here  giving  their  Opinions,  viva  Voce^  and 
in  the  Prefence  of  the  Lords,  to  what  the  King  demand- 
ed of  them.  He  adds.  That,  for  Redrefs  of  Grievances, 
he  can  find  none,  but  what  had  been  done  in  the  pre* 
ceding  Parliament. 

In  this  Parliament  it  was  that  the  I^rd  Roger  Morti-^^^^^^^^r  •^ 
mer^  Grandfon  to  the  famous  Roger  Mortimer^  who  "^^^^^ ^^l"^^ 
attainted  and  executed  three-and-twenty  Years  before,  vcrfcd. 
was  reftored  to  Blood,  and  the  Judgment  againft  his  faid 
Grandfather  reverfed,  as  being  contrary  to  Law  8.  The 
like  Favour  alfo  Richard  Fit%- Alan^  Son  to  Edmund  Ezrl 
of  Arundele^  who  had  been  attainted  in  the  Beginning 
of  this  Reign,  obtained  on  Behalf  of  himfelf  and  his  faid 
Father.  Which  Examples,  fays  Tyrrel^  may  ferve  to 
(hew  us,  that  it  is  the  Duty  of  fucceeding  Parliaments 
'  to  correal  and  reverfe  whatfoever  hath  been  unjuilly  and 
too  feverely  cnaded  by  thofe  that  preceded.  But  as 
thefe,  and  fome  others  before  mentioned,  were  all  at- 
tainted for  the  mifguiding  and  even  murdering  of  his 
Father,  it  muft  feem  ftrange  in  this  King  to  pardon,  or 
reilore.  any  of  them. 

Tho' 
f  S«e  before,  p,  206,  zis. 
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K.Biw4rim»     Tho*  neither  the  laft- named  Author  nor  Dr.  Brady 

g've  us  any  Petitions  from  the  Commons  for  Redrefs  of 
rievances  this  Parliament,  yet  Jofl)ua  Barnes  is  not  fo 
fiknt  in  the  Matter,  and,  from  the  Records  themfblves, 
has  given  a  great  many  Petitions,  which  the  Reader 
may  ulce  as  follow : 

Thi  C^mmms'  PctithnSy  with  tbt  King^s  Anfwers  tbirit9^ 
wen  thifi : 
Fetitwnf  of  the     Cmmens.  «  That  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace  be  of  thd 
^^**''*°**^"*        *  beft  of  every  County  j  and  that  upon  the  difplacing 

*  any  of  them,  others  be  put  in  at  the  Nomination  of 
«  the  Knights  of  the  faid  County  ;  that  they  fit,  at  leaft, 

*  four  Times  every  Year,  and  that  none  be  difplac^  " 
<  but  by  the  Kins^s  fpecial  Command,  or  the  Tcftimon/ 

«  of  his  Fellows^. 

King.  This  firji  Petition  is  reafonabUj  and  the  King 
will  fee  that  it  be  done. 
r  284  1         Commons.  *  That  the  Surplufage  of  the  Fines  of  the 

*  Statute  of  Labourers  may  be  intirely  diftributcd  among 
'  the  Poor  of  the  whole  County,  and  not  to  poor  Towns 
«  onjy. 

ICing.  It  Jhall  be  parted  among  the  poor  Towns  onfy. 
ComYnons,  *  That  the  Writ  of  Eftreat  may  lie  in  everf 

*  Adion  where  the  Party  (ball  recover  Damages  of 

*  Eftreats  after  the  Writ  purchafed. 

King.  The  old  Law  Jhall  be  continued* 

Commons,  *  That  Remedy  may  be  had  in  fuch  Cafes 

*  where  the  King  receiveth  the  Profits  of  the  Ward's 
^  Lands,  as  well  of  Soccage  as  otherwife,  where  no  Part 

*  of  the  fame  is  holden  of  him. 

King.  The  Law  heretofore  ufed  Jhall  continue. 
Commons,  •  That  it  may  be  ordered  whether  the  Te- 

*  nants  of  fuch  as  hold  by  Barony,  and  are  fummoned 

*  to  Parliament,  ihall  contribute  to  the  Payment  of 

*  Knights'  Fees  coming  to  Parliament. 

^  King.  As  heretofore^  fo  the  fame  Jhall  be. 

Commons.  *  That  prefent  Pay  be  made  of  all  Purvey- 

*  ances,  being  under  20x.  and  of  greater  within  one 
«  Quarter  of  a  ^car,  and  that  Purveyance  be  made 
«  without  Malice. 

King.  //  is  good  to  make  Payment  according  to  theprjl 
Point,  and  to  redrefs  the  fecond.  Com^ 

k  This  Petition  and  Anfwer  is  not  in  Barnes,  but  it  on  the  Rollt* 
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Commons.  *  That  all  Sheriffs  be  charged  to  make  pre-  ^*  Edward  1U« 

•  fent  Payment  for  all  Purveyances  for  Calais. 

King.  The  Demand  is  reafonabk. 

Commons.  *  That  any  one  attainted  upon  a  Writ  of 

•  Oyer  and  Terminer  may  bring  his  Attaint^  pending  his* 

•  Suit  againft  the  other. 

King.  The  Lords  will  not  alter  the  Order  of  the  Law. 
Commons.  •  That  the  Lords  of  the  Marches  of  Wales 

•  do  fuffer  no  Diftrefles  to  be  made  t)n  any  Englijhmtn 
«  comin^into  WaUs^  for  any  other  Men's  Debts,  if  he 

•  be  no  Debtor,  Trefpafler,  or  Surety. 

King.  As  heretofore  J  Jh  the  Law  jhall  he* 
Commons.  *  That  no  Inqueft  upon  Confpiracy,  Con-     {  %%c\ 
«  £ederacy.  Maintenance,  or  fuch-like,  be  returned,  but^ 

•  by  the  Sheriff^  of  the  moft  lawful  Men,  and  nigheft  in 

•  that  Part  of  the  Country  where  fuch  Adb  are  laid  y 

•  that  all  Evidences  therem  be  given  openly  at  the  Bar,* 
«  and  that  no  Man  fpeak  with  the  Jury  after  they  depart 

•  therefrom. 

King.  This  laft  Petition  is  agreed  to. 
Commons.  ^  That  the  King  will  appoint  a  Time  whe4 
^  Che  Coin  (hall  be  made  finer  ^. 

King,  ff^ith  Opportunity  the  King  meaneth  the  fame. 
Commons.  ^  That  the  King  have  the  Forfeitures  of 

•  Widows  Dowagers;  but  not  of  fuch  as  hold  jointly 
^  with  their  Hufbands. 

King.  The  old  Law  Jhall  Jland. 

Commons.  •  That  the  Writ  of  Appeal  brought,  pending 

•  another,  may  abate  the  other. 

King.  The  Common  Law  therein  ufed  Jhall  continue* 

Com" 

1>  Now,  for  the  betCer  andcrfttndinf  of  thif  Petition,  it  if  to  be  iiotcd» 
thaty  about  foor  Yean  before  this,  JViUitm  Edindtn,  Biihop  of  fVinebtfter, 
the  iK>rd-Treafurer  of  England^  had  caufed  Groats  and  Half-Groats  to  be 
coined,  to  the  Pcople*s  great  Difadvantage  ;  for  they  wanted  fomething  of 
the  jaft  Sterling  Weight.  This  occafioned  the  Price  of  all  Things  to  be 
very  nuich  enhanced )  whereupon,  at  the  Conunons*  Complaint  now  in 
Parliament,  the  King  promifed  to  redrefs  their  Grievaice  the  firft  Op- 
portunity. Yet  however,  many  Times  after  thofe  Days,  the  lilce  Praftice 
had  been  ufed,  infomuch  that  now  Fire  Shillings  (carcely  contain  fo  much 
Silver  as  five  Groats  had  three  or  four  Hundred  Years  ago ;  fo  that  it  is  no 
Wonder,  if  Things  be  ibid  at  treble  the  Price  which  they  held  at  that 
■  Time.  For  iiereby  alfo  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  the  Prince  and  Nobility  can- 
not  poffibly  maintain  their  Eftates  with  their  antient  Rents  and  Revenues, 
heciaStt  tho*  they  bring  them  in  the  old  Tale  and  Number,  ^et  they  fall  far 
fiiort  in  the  due  Weight  and  Quantity  of  Metal.  Burnetii  Edwrnrdlll, 
See  Hollingfiead'i  Eng,  Ctrtit,  p«  948.    Alfo  Godwin  i  Catalogue  of  Bi* 
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K,  Edward  111,  Commons.  «  That  Weights  and  Mcafurcs  may  henoe-^ 
'  forth  be  made  in  the  City  of  London^  fo  as  all  Countieit 
'  do  conform  themfejves  according  thereto. 

King.  Thin  is  a  Standard  in  the  Tnafury^  where 
every  Man  readily  may  have  the  fame. 
Commons*  *  That  the  Writs  of  Chancery  may  be  at 

*  reafonable  Prices ;  and  that  the  Clerks  of  the  Crown, 

*  and  others  for  Commiffion  and  fuch-Kke,  do  content 
[  286  ]     *  themfelves  with  the  King's  Allowance* 

.  King.  As  heretofore  the  fame  fl)all  be. 
Commons.  •  That  Fines  for  Writs  may  be  reafonably- 

*  made  in  every  of  the  King's  Courts. 

King.  The  Chancellor  fhall  do  as  heretofore. 

Commons.  '  The  Commons  beyond  the  Trent  requi|'e 

*  that  the  Juftices  of  the  one  Bench  or  of  the  other,  may 

*  yearly  come  twice  amongft  them,  for  taking  Cogni- 

*  zance  of  Fines  and  Letters  of  Attorney  of  the  Unable« 

King.  The  King  will  be  advifed.    ; 

Commons.  *  That, Labourers  may  take  Com  for  their 

*  Wages. 

.  King.  The  Statute  made  Jhall  be  ohferved. 
Commons.  <  That  the  Staple  may  always  continue  in 

*  England. 

King.  The  fame  /hall  fo  continue  till  the  next  Parlia* 
ment,  not  to  be  altered  without  the  AffenVofthe  Parliament .,- 
Commons.  *  The  Merchants  Strangers  require,  thafc 

*  the  Ordinances  of  the  Staple  may  be  executed  fpecdily. 

King.  The  King  willeth  the  fame. 

TheFrwifi&break     As  it  has  been  ever  found  that  neither  Peace  nor 

tbeTruce^  Trucc  can  be  had  from  the  French  which  they  will 
not  break  at  their  firft  Conveniency ;  fo  now,  the  Treaty 
of  Peace  being  ended  ineffeduairy  between  the  twcy 
Crowns,  Prince  Edward  was  fent  over  again  with  a 
powerful  Army,  the  next  Spring,  who  took  manyTowns, 
and  burnt  and;;ravaged  the  Country  in  a  terrible  Man- 
ner.  In  Summer  the  King  went  in  Perfon,  and  he  was 
f  187  ]  carrying  on  his  Conquefts  very  faft,  when  a  Diverfion 
was  made  in  Scotland^   a  Party  of  Scots  having,   by  Sur- 

jind  the  Scti  prize,  taken  the  important  Town  of  Berwick ^  and  made 

MYolt.  ibme  Inroads  into  England. 

Before  the  King  went  over  into  France^  he  fent  out 
his  Writs  of  Summons  for  a  Parliament  to  meet  op  the 

I2th 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


g^   E  N  G  L  A  N  D.  305 

i2th  of  November  following;  about  vrhxchTxmt  Edward^  ^  Edwsrd  in» 
being  at  Calais^  heard  of  the  Lofs  of  Berwick^  and  pre-  ^^unoRcBni  ao 
pared  himfelf  not  only  to  meet  his  Parliahient,  but  to  re-        1355. 
cover  that  Town :  However,  it  was  not  till  the  25th  of 
that  Month  that  he  could  get  to  Wejiminfter^  to  which  ^^^^M'M* 
Time  the  Parliament  had  been  put  off,  by  feveral  Ad- 
journments. Being  at  length  all  ailembled,  the  Lord  Chief 
Juftice  Sharejhall  told  them,  That  it  was  his  Majcfty's 
rleafure  that  Sir  Walter  Manny  fliould  declare  to  therh 
the  prefcnt  State  of  the  King's  Affairs,  being  beft  able  to 
do  it ;  and  he  accordingly  delivered  himfelf  to  this  EfFeft^, 
*  He  firft  gave  them  an  Account  of  the  late  Treaty 

*  before  the  Pope,  and  how  it  had  been  broke  off  by 

*  the  Obftinacy  of  the  French  Commiflioners :  That, 

'  in  order  to  conclude  a  Peace,  he  had  fent  the  Duke  J„^^*S[^^ 

*  of  LancaJiiTj  with  others,  to  the  Pope's  Court  atrod« 

*  Avignon ;  and  that,  during  his  Stay  there,  the  King  of 

*  Navarre  had  complained  to  the  faid  Duke  of  fundry 

*  Dam^es  done  to  him  by  the  French^   and  affirmed, 

*  upon  Oath,  that  he  would  willingly  enter  into  a  League 

*  with  the  Englijh  againft  them ;  and,  for  Afllirance  of 

*  the  fame,  engaged  himfelf  to  meet  his  Majefty  at  the 

*  Ifland  ofjerfey  with  as  great  Power  as  he  could  raife  : 

*  That  the  King,  upon  the  Return  of  the  faid  Duke, 

*  and  Knowledge  of  the  Aflair,  with  a  great  Army  and 

*  Navy,  fct  Sail  from  the  River  Thames  towards  Jerfey  ; 

*  but,  being  beat  back  by  contrary  Winds,  he  Was  driven, 
^  with  much  Hazard,  into  Port/mouthy  where  he  ftaid  till 
*'  he  was  credibly  informed  that  the  faid  King  of  Navarre 
^  had  a<^ually  made  his  Peace  with  the  Enemy  of /^rtf;i^<. 

*  Upon  hearing  alfo  that  the  French  was  marching  a 

*  ftrong  Army  towards  Calais^  the  King  went  over 

*  thither,  in  Hopes  they  would  give  him  Battle,  accom- 

*  panied  with  his  own  Army,  and  joined  there  by  the 

*  Forces  of  his  German  Allies :  That,  on  All- Souls*  Day 

*  laft  paft,  the  King  marched  towards  the  Enemy  and     [  288  1 
*,  offered  them  Battle,  yirhich  the  Enemy  took  all  Ways 

*  poffible  to   avoid,  whereupon  the  King  wafled  and 

*  fpoiled  the  Country ;  but  finding  his  Army  to  languifh 

*  for  want  of  Provinons,  was  obliged  to  return  back  to        a 

*  Calais^  where  he  paid  ofFhis  mercenary  Troops,  and        ■ 

*  came  hither  to  meet  his  Parliament.' 

Vol.  L  U  After 

a  He  is  called^  in  the  Record,  Monf,  JVauter  de  Manny* 
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K.  EdwMfdia*     After  this  Speech  was  ended,  the  Lord  Chief  Juflice 
addrefled  hirafelf  to  the  Commons  to  this  Purpofe  :  ^  He 

*  required  them  to  weigh  and  confider  well  the  King*s 

*  unwearied  Cooftancy  in  labouring  for  their  Defence  ; 

<  that  he  was  now  ready,  alfo,  to  repell  the  Infolence  of 

*  the  Scots^  who  had  furprized,  in  his  Abfence,  the  Town 

*  of  Berwick  J  as  he  had  been  inibrm'd  :  He  defired  them 

*  therefore  to  confider  how  he  might  be  enabled  not  only 

<  to  fubdue  entirely  that  ftubborn  reople,  but  alfo  how  to 

*  attain  an  advantageous  Peace  with  France ;  which  he 
^  much  wifh'd  for,  to  his  own  Honour  and  their  Quiet  and 

*  Benefit.'  He  concluded  with  giving  them  Time  till  />/- 
^/ary  following  to  bring  in  their  Anfwer,  and,  in  the  mean 
while,  to  prepare  their  Bills  and  Petitions  to  be  laid 
before  the  King  in  Parliament. 

On  the  Day  appointed  the  Commons  came  into  the 

Whereupon  the  Jfnjtte  Chamber^  at  IFeJiminJler  i  and,  having  had  a  fliort 

wJtKp^ply?  Conference  with  the  Lords,  in  the  Kinc's  Prefence,  they 

'  unanimoufly  granted  the  King  the  Subfidy  on  Leather, 

Wooll,  and  WooU-feUs,  for  fix  Years  to  come;  provided 

that  no  other  Impofition  or  Charge  be  laid  upon  them 

during  that  Term.     This  Tax  was  no  lefs  than  50^.  on 

*  each  Sack  of  Wooll  that  (hould  be  exported ;  by  which 

ible  Grant,  fatys  an  Author,  the  King  was  able  to  expend 

1000  Marks  a-day,  on  a  juft  Calculation,  there  being 

no  le(s  than  100,000  Sacks  yearly  exported  by  the  £0- 

glijb  Merchants  in  thofe  Days  ^ 

PetitiMS  of  the  Commons^  with  their  Anfwers, 

And  the  Com-       Petition.  *  That  the  Great  Charter,  and  th«  Charter 

nont  prefcntfc-*  of  the  Foreft,  in  all  Points,  fliall  be  kept :  That  the 

vcral  Petitions.  €  Statute,  that  the  Staples  fliall  always  be  within  the 

r    g    -1     *  Realm,  fliall  be  obferved  :  That  the  Statute  made  for 

9  J     c  yearly  removing  Sheriff  be  obferved :  And  that  the 

*  Statute  made  for  Purveyors  be  kept, 

Anfwer.  The  King  wtlleth  the  fame. 

Petition.  *  That  whereas  the  Commons  have  granted 

*  to  the  King  40 i.  of  every  Knight's  Fee  in  Aid  to  make 

*  his  Son  a  Knight,  the  Exchequer  demandeth  the  fame, 

*  as  well  of  Meine  Lords,  as  of  the  Tenants  in  Demefne, 

*  againft  Reafon ;  wherefore  they  pray  Remedy. 

Anfwer.  The  right  life  of  the  Exchequer  is  to  he  kept. 

Petition. 
i  HoUwiJhead'i  Chron,  p.  383.— 5/9w^  fays  the  fdid  GnuiC  extended 
tnly  to  1 50,090 /«  Sttrlifii,  p,  %^^. 
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Petition,  *  That  no  Man's  Land,  being  bought  in  the^,  iTAwri  lll| 

*  Time  of  Henry  III.  which  was  before  the  Statute  of 

*  Prerogative,  may  be  feizcd  into  the  King's  Hands  by 

*  Efchcators  **. 

Anfwer.  Let  this  be  more  particularly  declared  to  tbt 
King. 

Petition  *  That  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace  may  deter- 

*  mine  Weights  and  Meafures. 

Anfwer.  The  Statute  made  Jhall  he  ohferved.  Sucff 
jujlices  Jhail  make  no  Deputies  \  neither  Jhall  the  Sheriffs 
Coronery  or  Juch-like^  be  a  ^ujiice. 

Petition.  *  That  the  Points  of  Confederacy  may  be 

*  declared,   confidering  how  the  Judges  judge  raflily 

*  thereof. 

Anfwer.  None  Jhall  he  punijhsd  for  Confederacy y  but 
ivhere  the  Statute  fpeaketh  exprejly  upon  the  Point  con^ 
tained  in  the  fame  Statute. 

Petition.  *  That  the  Juftices  of  Goal-Delivery,  on 

*  an  Indi£lment  of  the  Coroner  coming  before  them, 

*  may  award  the  Exigent. 

Anfwer.  The  old  Law  Jhall  Jiand. 

Petition.    *  That  fuch   Perfons   of  the   far  Nordi 

<  Countries,  as  upon  Appeals  join  Iffue  on  Good  or  Evil, 

*  may  try  the  fame  by  Nifi  Prius ;  confidering  that  the 

*  Jury  will  not  appear  in  the  King's  Bench. 

Anfwer.  The  old  Law  ufed  Jhall  be  kept. 

Petition.  *  That  Remedy  may  be  had  againft  fuch  as, 

*  to  defraud  their  Creditors  before  Judgment,  do  convey 

<  away  their  Lands  and  Goods. 

Anfwer.  The  Statute  therefore  made  Jhall  be  obferved. 

Petition.  *  That  Writs  of  Attaints  may  be  had  of    f  ^9^  J 

*  Verdifts  given  in  other  Courts. 

Anfwer.  The  old  Law  Jhall  be  ohferved. 

Edward  being  thus  enabled  by  this  laft  great  Aid  to 
purfue  his  Enterprijjes,  and  the  Parliament  having  dif- 
patched  the  King's  Bufinefs  and  their  own,  and  all  in 
the  Space  of  four  or  five  Days,  they  broke  up,  and  the 
King  marched  immediately  for  Scotland^  where  he  foon 
retook  Berwick^  and  performed  fcveral  other  martial 
Exploits  in  that  Kingdom,  not  to  our  Purpofe  to  relate. 
U  2  There 

*  Sec  before,  p.  J47,  etje^uent. 
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Kt  EdwsrdUI^  Tbcrc  is  fome  Mention  of  a  Parliament's  being  called 
to  fit  zt  fViJiminJiir  in  our  Statute-Books»  31  Edw,  HI. 
Jfnm  13579  though  the  Records  are  altogether  filent 
about  it ;  wherein,  for  the  King's  Pardon  to  the  Com- 
mons, for  the  Efcapes  of  Felons,  ^c.  a  Fifteenth  was 
granted.  Here  are  alfo  feveral  Statutes  and  Ordinances 
f  elating  to  the  Herring  and  other  Fifheries  ^. 

We  have  alfo  met  with  a  very  ftrange  Call  of  a  Par- 
liament by  this  King's  Writs,  in  the  34th  of  his  Reign, 
Jnno  1359,  and  during  the  hotteft  Part  of  his  French 
Wars,  to  meet  and  fit  to  do  Bufinefs  at  different  Cities 
and  Towns  in  the  Kingdom,  and  near  at  the  fame  Time. 
The  Occafion  of  fummoning  thefe  different  Meetines^ 
vhich  is  a  Circumftance  very  rare,  if  not  a  fingle  £1- 
jlance,  (eems,  by  the  Tenor  of  the  Writs,  to  be  for  get* 
ting  Money  to  pay  the  Militia  then  raifing,  in  order  to 
repell  an  Invafion  then  threatened  from  France.  And 
becaufe  the  whole  Body  of  the  Commonalty  could  not  fi> 
fpeedily  be  drawn  together  to  one  Place  as  the  Occafion 
required,  therefore  Meetings  of  the  Knights,  Citizens, 
^  and  Burgefles  were  appointed  at  fyeftminjier^  IVorcefttr^ 

Lincoln^  Taunton^  Leicejler^  Wr.  and  the  Sheriffs  were 
dire£led  to  return  them  accordingly  ^.  There  is  not  a 
Word  of  this  ftrange  Call  entered  on  the  Rolls  of  Par- 
liament ;  nor  can  we  learn  what  Monies  were  raifed,  or 
what  other  Bufmefs  was  done  at  thefe  Meetings ;  yet 
that  there  were  fuch,  is  indubitable  from  the  Authorities 
below  recited. 

Next  follow  what  is  call'd,  in  the  Manufcript  we  quote 
from,  CcmmiJJlo  DeUgatorum  Prajidentium  apudWjpyrn. 
to  the  Commiffioners  that  were  to  prefide  at  this  Meet- 
ing. 

Rex  dileSis  et  fidelis  fuis  '  ■  Epifcopo  Wygorn. 
—  Abbate  de  Evejhamy  Ricardo  Com.  Arundele^ 
Willielmo  de  Sharejbally  Salutem. 

/^UM  nupcry  tarn  ante  Pajfagium  noflrum  ad  Partes 
^  Francie quam pojl audito quod Inim'ui nojiri in diverjis 
Partibus  ad  invadendum  hq/liliter  Regnum  nojirum^  in 

Jb' 

e  See  Ha%i>iint*B  Edition  of  the  Statutes  at  large,  p.  273,  &e* 

f  Pro  eo  quod  tota  Communitax  Regni  in  uno  Loco,  /«  brevi  Tempore*  cfM" 

venire  nonpoteft,  MiJites;  Civet,  et  Burgenfet  Jumwmiti  fueruni  ad  Wc6« 

jnonafterioxn>  Wygornuffli  Tauim>fif  ^^t 
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jlbfenila  noftra^  tarn  per  Terram  quam  fir  Marty  fe  pa^  K«  Edward  III, 
rarunt^  pro  Pgriculisy  qua  tx  hoc  nobis  it  dUio  Rjtgn$ 
noftn  ivenire  pojftnty  evitandum^  per  nos  et  Concilium 
noflrum  ordinatum  fuijftt  quod  certa  Arraicio  Hominum 
ad  Arma  et  Sagittarum^  tir  artos  Fidelis  niftros  ad  hoc 
deputatos  in  Jingulis  Comttatibus  ejufdim  Regni  fiat\  ita 
quod  dim  Homims  ad  Arma  it  Sagittarumj  biw  arraiati 
it  munitij  prompti  fint  it  parati  ad  profieijfindum  in  Ob^ 
Jiquium  noflrum  pro  Salvatiom  it  Difinfiom  di^  Rigni^ 
antra  di£lo$  Hojiis  noftros^fi  idim  Rignum  noflrum  imva^- 
din  pnfumerint. 

Et  quod  iota  Communitas  ijufdim  Rigni^  (^c,  ut  antia. 
Tefte  Rcge  apud  Wiftmonafitrium  lO  Die  Fib. 

To  appear  at  Worcefier  on  the  Widnefday  next  before 
St.  Cuthhert  \  at  Weflminfter^  on  the  Monday  before  St. 
Gngoryj  i^c.  At  the  fame  Time  Writs  were  direfted 
to  the  Sberiflft  of  difFerent  Counties  neareft  their  Places 
of  Meeting  «^ 

About  this  Time  our  general  Htftories  are  fufficiently 
taken  up  with  the  Recital  of  the  Vi&ories  obtained  by 
the  Black  Prina  over  the  Fnnch ;  efpecially  that  of  the 
Battle  of  Poi£fierSy  where  the  whole  Fnnch  Array  was 
entirely  defeated,  and  their  King  (John)  taken  Prifoner 
by  this  martial  Hero.     The  EngLifh  Court  was  now  in 
its  greateft  Splendour,  having  two  Kings  Prifoners  at  '^^  ^'"8«  ^ 
the  fame  Time.    David  King  of  Scotland  bad  been  van-  Ya!!d\^^ 
quifli'd  and  taken  Prifoner  by  a  Woman ;  Queen  Phi-  Prifoncri, 
lippa^  in  her  Hufband's  Abfence,  having  performed  that 
Exploit  at  the  Battle  of  Durham^  and  (hewed  herfelf 
worthy  to  be  the  Wife  and  Mother  of  fuch  a  Hufband 
and  fuch  a  Son.  % 

In  the  Year  1360  King  Edward  kept  his  Chnyimas  AnnoKepd  35, 
at  Woodjiock  in  great  Splendour ;  and  on  the  25th  of       13^1* 
January^  the  next  Year,  he  met  a  regular  Parliament  at  KtW^nJUn 
Wejlminfter^  which  had  been  fummoned  to  appear  there 
about  two  Months  before.     Here  the  Articles  of  Peace,  ^  ^^^  ^** 
concluded  between  John  King  of  Frana  and  the  King  '^^^^ 
of  England^  were  communicated  to  the  whole  Affembly, 
U  3  and 

%  Pat,  34  Edward  Til.  p,  i.  m,  30.  </or/o.— >Bat  this  wsi  tranfcribed 
from  a  Manufcript  Volume  of  Mr  Rymtr^t  colleAing  !  There  arc  59  of 
tbcna,  of  which  fee  a  Catalogue  in  the  Feed^a  Anglican^,  Tom.  XVII. 
Ihey  arc  oow  41  repofucd  in  the  BrmJbMuJsum,  VoL  JX.  No.  %,  %,  3, 
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K.  Edm^rd  IILand  both  Lords  and  Cooimons  were  highly  fatisfied  with 
^e  King's  ConduS  in  the  Affair.  Thefe  Articles,  40 
£  291  ]  in  Number,  are  to  be  found  in  Bradf^  Tyrrell  and  other 
Hiftorians,  but  are  not  any  Thing  to  our  Purpofe :  By 
thefe  Means,  however,  the  French  King  was  releafed 
from  an  Imprifonment  of  four  Years,  and  was  honour- 
ably fent  bade  to  his  own  Country  s. 
The  Manner  of  *  The  Ceremony  of  the  Swearing  to  keep  this  Peace, 
Swearing  to  the  by  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  being  fomewhat 
2^^f^^  fiogular,  defcrvcs  our  Notice.  On  the  laft  Day  of  Janw 
arjy  the  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury  celebrated  the  Mafs 
of  tbc  Hcly  Trinity^  in  the  Abbey  Church  at  tVeJlmin-^ 
Jier^  with  great  Solemnity ;  the  King,  Prince,  and  the 
whole  Body  being  prefentat  it.  In  this  Mafs,  fays 
J^ames^  there  was  this  fmall  but  comprehenfive  Text  of 
Scripture,  Brethren  rejoice^  be  perfe5l^  be  of  good  Com^ 
fort  J  be  of  one  A^ind  ;  live  in  Peace  ^  and  the  God  of  Love 
and  Peace  Jhall  be  with  you^  Sec.  After  which,  the  King 
and  his  Sons  (landing  up  before  the  French  Hofta^es, 
Torches  being  lighted,  and  Croiles  held  over  the  £Ui- 
charift  and  Mifial,  the  Peers  took  the  Oath,  which  thej 
read  from  certain  Papers  or  Scrolls,  held  in  their  Hands, 
and  fiffned  by  themfelves  ;  the  Archbifhop  beginning  in 
this  Manner,  ^e  Simon,  Archbijhop  ^/Canterbury,  do 
fwear  upon  the  Hohy  Body  of  our  Lord  and  his  Holy  Go^ 
fpili  firmfyy  as  much  as  in  us  liesy  to  keep  the  Peace  and 
Concord  agreed  on  betwixt  the  two  Kings  ^  and  to  do  no^ 
thing  contrary  thereto^  'This  being  done,  every  Man,  as 
he  took  the  Oath,  delivered  up  his  Scroll  to  the  King's 
Notaries,  to  be  laid  up  as  Witneffes  to  Pofterity.  The 
French  King  caufed  his  Eftates  and  Lords  of  Parliament 
to  fwear  to  the  Peace  in  like  Manner ;  then  both  Kings 
lent  their  AmbafTadors  to  the  Pope  for  the  Apoftolical 
Sani^ion  to  it ;  and  thus,  at  laft,  this  long,  expenfive, 
and  bloody  War,  was  terminated  by  3  Peace,  as  fully 
eftabUihed,  fays  Barnes^  as  ftrongly  bound  on  Earth,  as 
human  Wifdom,  or  Authority,  could  devife  or  fecure. 

The 

C  In  thii  ParlUnient  the  King  reftored  the  PofTeflions  of  the  Alien  Mo« 
naileries  to  them  again,  which  he  had  taken  into  his  Hands  at  the  Begin- 
ning of  the  French  War,  above  20  Years  before.  A  rare  Example,  fays  an 
Hiftorian,  of  Juftice  in  this  King,  it  being  fcldom  known  that  a  Prince 
will  part  with  any  Thing  he  hath  once  gotten.  Sem,  Daniel  in  ^Ktuf, 
p.  iiS. 

It  feemc  this  Parliament  wat  only  called  to  ratify  this  Peace,  for  ic  is 
not  entered  on  the  Rolls, 
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The  Nation  beginning  now  to  enjoy  the  Fruits  of^^^^^^dliu 
Peace,  the  King  called  another  Parliament,  to  meet  at     [  292  ] 
Weftminjler  on  the   J  3th  of  OHohir  the  next  Year ;  ^^^^^^^  j^     .   ^^ 
where  all  the  Peers  were  exprelly  commanded  to  appear       136a, 
in  Perfon,  and  not  one  Proxy  permitted.     This  Seflion 
lafted  a  full  Month  « ;  in  which  Time,  fays  Bama^  he  ^'  ^^'V*'* 
made  more  good  Laws,  and  beftowed  more  hSc^  of 
Grace  upon  his  People,  than  fome  other  Kings  have 
done  in  their  whole  Lives. 

The  Caufes  of  this  Aflembly  were  declared,  by  the  / 

Lord  Chief  Juftice,  then  Sir  Henry  Gnen^  to  be,  '  For 
^  the  Redrefs  of  Matters  relating  to  the  Church  ;  for 

*  Obfervation  of  the  Peace  j  for  fettling  Affairs  with 

*  Scotland  5  and  for  enhanfing  the  Price  of  Wooll/  All 
which  were  then  very  well  ordered,  as  may  be  feen  in  the 
Records  and  printed  Statutes  of  this  Year.  The  Staple 
of  WooUs  was  appointed,  tho'  not  by  exprefs  Statute, 
yet  with  the  Confent  of  both  Houfes,  to  be  removed 

from  London  to  Calais.     For  we  find,  by  the  Records,  The  Staple  re- 
that  when  the  Lords  were  commanded  to  fpeak,  *  What  »ovcd  to  Calaii* 
<  they  thought  of  the  Merchants  removing  to  Calais  ?* 
They  all  agreed,  ^  That  it  feemed  to  them  to  be  a  Mat- 

*  ter  very  profitable  to  the  Realm.'  The  Commons, 
indeed,  demurred  a  little  at  the  firft,'till  they  could  talk 
with  fome  Merchants  about  it ;  but,  at  laft,  they  com- 
plied with  the  Lords  alfo.  Whereupon  the  King  fent 
over  twenty-fix  of  the  ableft  and  moft  coniiderable  Mer- 
chants in  the  Kingdom,  to  hold  the  Staple  there  for  three 
Years.  Thefe  Merchants  were  alfo  ordered  to  keep 
and  defend  the  Town,  every  Man  having  a  Guard  of  fix 
Men  at  Arms  and  four  Archers  at  the  King's  Charge* 
Befides  the  Mayor  of  the  Town,  the  King,  by  his  Char- 
ter, conftituted  another,  called  the  Mayor  of  the  Staple 
o^  Calais  ;  the  King  being  to  receive  20  J.  and  the  afore- 
faid  Merchants,  Wardens  of  the  Town,  40^.  more,  as 
Cuffom,  on  every  Sack  of  Wooll  there  bought. 

The  Petitions  of  the  Commons  in  this  Parliament 
begin  with  fuch  a  remarkable  Preamble,  that  we  can't 
avoid  giving  our  Readers  a  Tranflation  of  it  from  the 
Record  itfelf,  to  (hew  the  Humility  of  that  Body  in 
tbofe  Days. 

*To 

I  This  is  aliDoft  the  firft  Time  that  we  could  afcertain  the  LeAgth  of 

t  Seifion  of  ParliamcQt  in  thole  Da^i. 
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K,  Edward  HI,  <  To  our  Thricc-rcnown'd  and  Thrice-gracious  Lord 
<  the  King,  his  poor  and  funple  Commons'"  befeech  him 
^  that  he  would  pleafe,  out  of  his  great  Grace  and 

*  Kindne(s,  to  have  Regard  to  all  the  Grants,  Charges, 

*  and  Damages,  which  his  faid  Common^  have  fuflPered 

*  in  his  Time,  in  order  to  pleafe  and  fatisfy  his  High* 

*  nefs ;  and  alfo  the  feveral  Mifchiefs  that  have  befallen 

*  the  faid  Commons,  by  divers  Plagues  of  Winds,  Wa- 

*  ters,  and  Mortality  of  Men  and  Beafts,  and  to  grant, 
^  in  Relief  of  the  poor  Efiate  of  the  faid  Commons,  the 
^  Petitions  following : 

Firjly  *  That  the  Great  Charter,  Charter  of  the  Fo- 
^  reft,  tifc.  fhould  be  confirmed  ;'  with  thirty- four  other 
Petitions,  too  long  to  give  by  any  but  a  particular  Wri- 
ter of  this  King's  Reign. 
rieadlngs  at  Law     In  this  Parliament  was  pafTed  that  remarkable  Statute, 
ordered  to  be  no  f  That  all  Pleadings  and  Judgments  in  the  Courts  of 

IX^irS*''  ^(/''^n/f^''  ^"^^"^  ^^  for  ^c  f"^"f^>  '"  ^""i^A  but 

*  entered  and  inrolled  in  Lattn^*  whereas,  before,  ^hey 
were  wont  to  be  in  the  French  Language,  ever  fince  the 
Time  of  the  Conqueror.  It  was  alfo  ordain'd.  That  all 

[  293  1  School-Mafters  ihould  teach  their  Scholars  to  conftrue 
in  Engli/hy  and  not  in  Fnnch^  as  they  had  hitherto  ufed  *^. 
Here  alfo  it  was  enabled.  That  neither  Gold  nor  Silver 
ihould  be  ufed  in  Apparel,  Knives,  Girdles,  Chains, 
Rings,  or  other  bodily  Ornaments,  by  any  Man  who 
could  not  fpend  10/.  a-year;  and  that  none,  who  could 
not  fpend  100/.  a -year,  fhould  prefume  to  wear  Silks, 
Furs,  or  other  precious  Garments  <. 

On 

•  Pourt  ft  fimpU  Ccmmunt,  Sec, 

r  Hollingjhead't  Cbren.  from  Cojctott,  p.  396.  This  was  qiade  on  a  Peti- 
tion of  the  Commons,  That,  the  Subjed  might  underfland  the  Law,  iy 
mtbitb  hi  holds  xvbmt  bt  batb,  and  is  to  under Jiand  what  be  doth,  Daniel 
fffKennet,  p.  229. 

But,  adds  that  Author,  though  thii  is  an  excellent  A£b,  and  worthy  (b 
great  a  Fnnce,  yet  he  had  defcrvcd  greater  Honour  if  he  could  have  freed 
the  Law  from  thofe  Difficulcies  and  Myfteriet  which  reader  it  a  greater 
Afflidion  to  the  People  than  a  Remedy. 

%  Moreover  it  wa5  eraOrd  That  no  Husbandmen  or  Labourers  ^hotiU 
ufe  any  cof^ly  or  dainty  Difties  at  iheir  Tables,  and  cat  but  one  Meal  a-day. 
But  thefe  Sumptuary  Laws  had  little  omo  EffefV.     ihliingptad^  p.  396. 

This  Statute  affected  the  Clergy  in  their  Habits,  as  well  as  others.  CoU 
lieri  Hift,  p.  5  ^9,  from  j^dam  Afyr:muth, 

And  as  provident  was  this  King  for  ordering  and  fecuring  of  his  own 
Treajure,  rommittir^  the  Cuftody  of  it  to  Confcience  and  Religion  :  For, 
^  a  Ccrtilicaic  feuC  Co  Pope  Urban,  jtnno  Regni  36J  cooceroiog  Pluralities, 

zii4 
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On  the  laftDay  of  the  Parliament's  fitting,  the  Peti- K«  ^*»«^  W 
tions  of  the  Commons  being  granted,  they  unanimoufly 
gave  the  King  26  j.  8^v  on  every  Sack  of  Wool  I, 
for  three  Years,  befides  the  former  Subfidy  on  Wooll- 
fells  and  Skins.  And  now,  Bufinefs  of  that  Kind  being 
concluded,  the  aforefaid  Sir  Henry  Green  declared  to 
both  Houfes,  *  That  the  King,  being  then  arrived  at  the 
^  50th  Year  of  his  Age,  intended  to  keep  it  as  a  Ju<* 

*  bilee,  and  to  pafs  feveral  A£b  of  Grace  and  Mercy  to 

<  to  his  People ;  he  therefore  granted  a  general  and  fpecial  A  Geoenl  A6t 

*  Pardon  for  all  Crimes,  Tijpafon  itfclf  not  excepted,  ^^^'^^'^^^'^P^'^* 

*  without  any  Fine,  or  paying  of  Fees  for  the  Seal ;  and 

*  fet  all  Debtors  to  the  Crown,  and  Prifoners  for  crimi- 

*  nal  Matters,  at  Liberty/     The  King  alfo  confirmed     [  294  ] 
Magna  Charta  ;  which  was  confirmed  no  lefs  than  ten 
feveral  Times  in  this  Reign.     Then  the  faid  Lord  Chief^^^^^J^ii 
Juftice  declared,  that  the  King  created  his  fecond  Son,  firmed. 
Lionel^  Duke  of  Clarence ;  which  Title  he  took  in  Right 
of  his  Wife,  who  was  defcended  from  the  Earls  oiCtare^ 
a  Town  and  Caftle  of  Suffolk.     Alfo,  the  King  created 
his  Son,  Johny  Duke  of  Laneafter^  in  Right  of  his  Wife, 
who  was  Daughter  and  Heirefs  to  the  laftDuke  Henry  i 
and  Edmund^  his  fifth  Soni,  Earl  oi  Cambridge.     Then, 
having  paffed  feyeral  Statutes,  very  beneficial  to  the 
Nation,  particularly  one  for  a  Confirmation  of  an  AA' 

made 
ai)d  the  E/btei  of  the  Churchmen,  in  Enghnd,  there  were  more  Clergymeii 
in  Otfice  about  the  KJog,  than  about  any  Prince  in  Chriftendom  be/ides 
For,  firft,  Simon  Lan^bam,  ArchbiHiop  of  Canterbury,  was  Chancellor  of 
England  j  William  frtckbam,  Archdeacon  of  Lincoln,  Keeper  of  the  Privy 
Seal ;  David  PVelUr,  Parfon  of  Semmerpam,  Mafler  of  the  Rollt ;  ten  Be- 
neficed Priefts,  Civilians,  MaAers  in  Chancery ;  fVilliam  Mulfe^  Dean  of 
St,  Martin  U  Grand,  Chief  Chamberlain  of  the  Exchequer,  Receiver  and 
Keeper  of  the  King's  Treafure  and  Jewels  j  H^il/iam  AJhby^  Archdeacon  of 
Northampton,  Chancellor  of  the  Exohequer  $  William  Dighton,  Prebendary 
of  St,  Martins^  Clerk  of  the  Privy  Seal ;  Richard  Chtjierfeld,  Pjebeodary 
of  St,  Stephen  »t  Parfon  of  Oundle,  Mafter  of  the  King's  Wurdrobe;  John 
Ne%unham,  Parfon  of  Fenny -Stanton,  one  of  the  Chamberlains  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, and  Keeper  of  the  Treafury  and  Jewels  5  John  Rotojby,  Parfon 
of  Harwich,  Surveyor  and  Comptroller  of  the  King's  Works  5  Thomai 
Brittingbam,  Parfon  of  J^Jhby,  Treafurer  to  the  King  for  the  Parts  of 
Cuifnes  and  Marches  of  Calais ;  and  John  Troys,  Treafurer  of  Ireland,  4 
Pricft,  and  beneficed  there.  Thefe  Men,  who  were  deftifutt  of  Feminine 
Allurements  to  Expenct  and  Pomp,  and  devoted  to  pious  Thriftinefs,  loera 
thought  the  fitteft  to  be  trufied  with  his  Riches  by  this  jvife  King,  Daniel . 
im  Kennet,  or  rather  Bijhop  Kennet  on  Daniel. 

if  this  laft  Statute  mentioned  in  the  Text  and  tl^t  in  the  foregoing  Note 
were  pafTed  this  Parliament,  thev  are  not  entered  on  the  Rolls. 

J  This  ASi  is  entered  on  the  Rolls,    See  alfo  Statutes  at  large,  36  Ed* 
Vfard  111.  cap.  x« 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


314  758^  Parliamentary  History 

K^  Edward  Wh^^At  \n  the  fourth  Year  of  this  King,  for  holding  of 
annual  Parliaments,  or  oftner  if  Occafion  required ,  and 
alfo  performed  thofe  h&z  Qi  Grace,  already  mentioned, 
the  King  diflblved  this  Parlian^nt,  and  fpent  the  reft  of 
the  Year  in  all  Kinds  of  Merriments  and  Diverftons  ^. 

The  next  Year  the  King  iflued  out  his  Writs  of  Sum- 
mons, dated  June   10,  for  a  Parliament  to  meet  at 
Anno  Regni  37.  Weftminftir^  on  the  6th  Day  of  OSiobir  following;  when 
>3^3'        there  not  being  a  full  Appearance  of  Members,  the 
iitfi^tfimii^.  Houfes  were  adjourned  to  Friday  following  :  At  which 
Time  Simon  Langbam,  6i(bop  of  Ely^  and  Chancellor 
of  Englandy  declared  before  the  Lords  the  King's  Rca- 
fbns  for  calling  this  Parliament  in  the  Englijb  Tongue  \ 
according  to  the  Record.    He  faid,  ^  That  the  King  was 
.  ^     ^  defirous  to  know  the  Grievances  of  his  Subjeds ;  and 

I  *95  J     €  particularly,  that  he  might,  by  their  Advice,  redreft  any 

*  Wrongs  that  had  been  done  to  Holy  Church  ;  alfo,  to 

*  reform  all  Enormities,  efpecially  about  the  Manner  of 
^  exhibiting  Petitions  in  Parliament.'  Then  the  Com- 
mons gave  the  King  their  moft  humble  Thanks  for  the 
great  Goodnefs  he  had  (hew'd  and  confirmed  unto  them 
the  laft  Parliament;  and  humbly  prayed  *  That  the  King 
^  would  enjoin  the  Archbiihops,  and  all  other  of  theCler- 

*  gy,  that  they  would  put  up  their  joint  Prayers  to  Ai- 

*  mighty  God  for  the  Profperity  of  his  Majefty,  in  order 

*  to  the  Peace  and  good  Government  of  the  Land,  and 

*  for  the  Continuance  of  his  Majefty's  good  AfFcdions 

*  towards  his  Commons.*  As  for  their  Petitions  to  the 
King,  and  his  Anfwers  to  them,  they  may  be  feen  in 
Prynnis  Abridgment,  and  in  Jofiua  Barnes,  We  do  not 
find  any  Suhfidies  were  aflced  or  given  this  Parliament ; 
and  for  the  Laws  made  in  it,  they  are  alfo  in  the  Statutes 
at  large. 

*  ,     It 

k  The  elegant  Italian  Hidorian  furos  up  thefe  A^s  of  Grace  in  thU 

Manner,  Exuht  revocai'it^  Pardudlib^i  ptpercit^  Cp/iodias  cm^ti  dmijit 

40ndonatit  Maicfincrum  Vanii,     L-fgcs  aliouot  fuiu:a'es  tuiit  i  Priviifg^a 

•  •//■«,  a  Majiiibui  Populo  irrogatUt  qua  vuigus  Magna;  Chartae  Jmmmiuta 

mocitat,  detntegro  unc(£:t.     Fol.  Veig   Ltl,  xix.  p.  3S5, 

The  Title  of  the  Statute  is.  De  ParJonatione  Faff  a  Confmunitati  Angli«« 

The  famous  Cuflom  of  our  Kings  wafliing  the  Feet  and  cloathing  fa 
many  poor  Men,  on  Maurday  Tburjduy^  as  they  were  Years  old,  began  now 
at  this  Jubilee*     Speed'' s  Cbron.  p.    584.     Pol.  ^^erg,  ut  Jupra. 

1  Feurent  monjirer  en  Cngleys  j  which  plainJy  ihcws  that  all  fonner  De* 
clarations  of  ihis  Kind  were  made  in  trench^ 
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It  is  obfervable  that  this  Parliament  continued,  hy  f^*  Ed^wrd  m^ 
Prorogations,  'till  the  3d  of  Nov^mbir-^  when  the  Lord* 
Chancellor,  in  Prefence  of  the  King  and  both  Houfes, 
declared,  '  That  the  King  was  now  refolved  to  execute 
'  the  Statute  of  Apparel,  and  therefore  charged  theov 
^  all  to  promote  the  fame/  Thefe  Statutes  of  Apparel 
were  made  and  pafled  in  this  Parliament.  They  con* 
iift  of  feven  Articles  in  the  Record,  and  as  many  Chap- 
ters in  the  printed  Statutes*  They  were  to  regulate  the 
Drefs  of  all  Manner  of  People;  from  Knights  and 
Ladies  of  400  or  206  Marks  a*year,  down  to  Plough- 
men and  Servants,  the  Clergy  not  excepted.  The 
feveral  Editors  of  the  StatuUs  at  large  have  not  pre- 
fumejl  to  tranflate  any  of  thefe  Articles  out  of  their  ori- 
ginal French^  neither  {hall  we ;  becaufe  the  Terms  of 
FaQiions  in  thofe  Days  are  not  to,  be  rendered  into  any 
other  Language  at  prefent* 

When  all  was  concluded  the  Chancellor  demanded  of  Difference  be- 
both  Houfes,  *  Whether  they  would  have  fuch  Matters  ^^^ ^^^'^»J. 

*  as  they  agreed  on  to  be  by  way  of  Ordinance  or  of  tmc,  " 

*  Statute  ?  They  anfwered,  *  By  way  of  Ordinance, 
'  that  they  might  amend  the  fame  at  their  Pleafure.'  ^y 
which  the  Reader  may  obferve  the  Difference  between 
an  Ordinance  and  a  Statute,  the  former  being  looked 
upon  as  a  Temporary,  the  other  as  a  Standing,  Law  ^. 

On  the  4th  of  December y  in  the  Clofe  of  the  Year 
1364,  King  Edward  fent  forth  his  Summons  for  a  Par- 
liament to  meet  him  at  TVeJlminJler%  on  the  0<Slaves  of 
St.  Hilary <i  or  January  the  21ft,  following.  On  which 
Day,  being  met,  they  were,  by  Proclamation,  adjourn'd 
to  Uie  next  Morning  in  the  Painted  Chamber^  there  to 
hear  the  King's  Pleafure.  At  which  Time  Bilhop  Lang-  t  ^9^  ] 
ham^  Lord-Chancellor  of  England^  began  a  long  and 
formal  Harangue,  taking  for  his  Text  that  of  the  Royal 
Prophet,  Faithful  Judgment  doth  adorn  the  King's  Seat.  AnnoRegni  39, 

*  From  whence  he  took  Occafion  to  extol  the  great  Va-        '^  ^* 

*  lour  of  the  King  his  Mafter,  and  the  many  Viflories  At  Wtfiminfin. 
'  which,  by  God's  Aflifta nee,  he  had  gain'd  in  his  Youth; 

*  not  forgetting  the  conflant  and  dutiful  Good-will  and 

*  ready 

k  In  this  Parliament  it  was  ena£led,  That  Poultry  fliould  be  fold  in  the 
following  Manner;  a  young  C^pon  for  3  d,  an  old  one  for  ^d,  a  Hen  for 
2  </.  a  Goofe  for  4^.  This  Parliament  fat  but  from  OSobtr  6th  to  the  3^ 
of  November  ioUowing. 
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K^Siwsri  lii.c  ready  Concurrence  of  the  King's  loyal  Subjeds,  tO' 

•  wards  the  Furtherance  of  thofc  hts  important  Undcr- 

•  takings.   For  all  which,  as  the  King  did  now,  by  him, 

•  return  them  his  hearty  Thanks,  fo  he  let  them  know 

•  that,  for  his  Part,  he  was  refolved  to  feek  the  common 

•  Peace  and  Tranquillity  of  all  his  People ;  efpccially 

•  by  enforcing  a  due  Observance  of  all  good  and  wholc- 

•  fome  Laws,  and  amending  fuch  of  them  as  (hould  be 

•  thought  defeftive ;  as  alfo  by  eftablifhing  new  ones  as 

•  Neceflity  (hould  require/ 

They  then  proceeded  to  appoint  Receivers  and  Try- 
ers  of  Petitions  for  England^  Ireland^  IVaUs^  i^c.  as 
alfo  for  Aquitain^  and  other  Foreign  Countries.  Which 
done,  the  King  himfelf  fpoke  to  the  whole  Aflembly ; 
and  this  Speech,  being  a  very  remarkable  one,  and  the 
firft,  on  Record,  that  ever  came  from  this  King,  we 
Jhall  give  vtrbatim^  as  near  as  the  Nature  of  the  two 
Languages  will  admit  of;  obferving,  that  the  Speech  is 
not  entered^  in  the  Record,  as  the  King  fpoke  it,  but 
only  as  the  Subftance  of  what  he  did  fpeak« 


king's       IT^Hereas  perfonal  Citations^  weak  and  falfi  Suggef* 


*the  King*! 
Speech  agau 

mcnts  ofxhtStt^g^^^Jf  all  Manner  af  Perfons  in  this  Realm^  for  Cavfes 
^i  Rmt,  £onnoi£abU  in  the  King's  cwn  Court ;  and  that  Provifisns^ 

made  in  the  Court  of  Rome,  have  been  procured  for  Bene- 
fices in  Holy  Churchy  belonging  to  the  Difpofal  and  Dona- 
tion of  the  King  and  other  Patrons  in  this  Kingdom  ;  and 
alfo  to  Churches^  Chapels^  and, other  Benefices  appropriated 
to  Churches  Cathedral  and  Collegiate^  Abbies^  Priories^ 
Chantries^  Hofpitals^  and  other  poor  Houfes ;  by  which 
Suggejlions  the  Laws^  UfageSj  and  antient  Cufloms  and 
Franchifes  of  this  Realm  have  heen  very  greatly  ohjlruii- 
ed ;  the  Kin^s  Crown  and  Dignity  debafed  \  his  Perfcn 
fcandalized ;  the  Goods  and  Riches  of  the  Kingdom  tranf 
ported ;  the  Houfes  and  Dwellings  on  Livings  luajfed  and 
deftroyed ;  Divine  Service^  Alms^  Hofpitality^  and  other 
Works  of  Charity y  either  negleSled  or  leffened^  and  a  Mul- 
titude of  other  Evils  and  Mi f chiefs  mvjl  happen  and  daily 
come  upon  us  :  For  which  Reafon  the  King  prays  the  Pre- 
lateSy  Dukesy  Earlsy  and  Barons^  f^^^  whom  he  had 
always  found  Loyalty  and  good  Counfel^  that  they  would 
0tdvife  him  as  to  tbefe  Grievances  againfi  kimy  the  Rights 
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cfhls  CfowHy  and  of  fever al  other  Perfons  in  tbi  Rialm :  1^  E^vsrd  Uh 
That  they  would  confult  together  firjiy  ofid  afterwardt 
with  the  Commonsy  and  come  all  before  him  in  the  White 
Chamber,  and  give  himfuch  Advice  as  feemed  hefl  /# 
prgferve  his  Dignity^  the  Rights  of  his  Crown^  and  thoft 
ef  bis  People. 

Three  Days  after  the  whole  Body  came  before  th« 
King  as  dire£ted,  and  brought  with  them  a  Bill  thev 
had  framed  againft  thofe  Papal  Encroachments,  of  which 
an  A&  was  made  and  pafled  in  this  Parliament. 

The  Reafon  of  the  King's  delivering  this  Injundloit     £  ^97  ] 
to  his  Parliament,  viva  Voce^  was,  becaufe  any  Man,  of 
lefs  Degree  than  himfelf,  would  have  been  in  Danger  ^*^P°"  ■*." 
of  an  Ecclefiaftical  Cenfure  for  doing  it.     An  Aft  ^z^'ZZl'^^x^ 
however  made  accordingly,    and  pafled   this  Seffion,  Pope's  Piovlfi- 
which  may  be  found  in  our  printed  Statute- Books,  agree*  ^^^* 
ing  with  the  Record  ;  except  that,  as  the  £ditor  of  the 
Abridgment  obferves,  his  Holineis  is  ufed  with  much 
more  Freedom,  by  feveral  biting  Expreffions  in  the  Re- 
cord, which  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  Print;  a  My^ 
ftery,  adds  he,  not  known  to  all  Men  ■.     This  feems  to 
be  an  unjuft  Refledion   of  that  good  Proteftant  Mr. 
Prynne  ;  for  whoever  will  take  the  Pains  to  compare  the 
one  with  the  other  will  find  no  fuch  Difference  as  he 
fpeaks  of. 

The  Petitions  of  the  Commons,  with  the  King's  An- 
fwers  to  them,  come  next  in  the  Proceedings  of  this 
Parliament;  the  moft  remarkable  of  which  are  thefe: 

*  The  Commons  pray,  That  3X.  4^/.  laid  upon  every 
<  Sack  of  Wool!  at  Calaisy  and  all  other  unreafonabte 

•  Impofitions,  may  ceafe.'  Anfwer.  The  King  willetb 
that  unreafonahli  Impofitions  may  ceafe.  It  was  alfo  then 
agreed.  That  the  Staple  being  removed  from  Calais^  one 
ihould  be  held  at  Melcomh' Regis y  and  another  at  Ipf 
wich ;  and  that  all  M^hants  and  others  might  £hip 
WooUs  at  Lewes^  for  their  Eafe,  or  in  other  Places. 
The  Bufinefs  of  this  Parliament  being  nniflied,  the  King 
gave  Thanks  to  the  Lords  and  Commons  for  their  good 
AfFeSions  to  him,  and,  on  the  i6th  Day  oi  Fibruary^ 
difmifled  them  to  their  own  Homes. 

The 

*  Abridgmeot  of  Recoril;^  p.  ioo« 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


3 1 8  The  Parliamentary  History 

i^EdwMrd  III.  The  Stroke  made  at  the  Sec  o^  Rome  in  the  laft  Par- 
liament could  not  be  infenfibljr  felt  in  that  Quarter*;  ac- 
cordingly we  find,  in  the  next,  howjvarmly  it  was  rc- 
fented.     For, 

AnnoRegni4o.^P"^]»^3fh  o(  March,  in  his  fortieth  Year,  King 

1366.        Edward  held  another  rarliament  at  fvejtminjter ;  at  the 

opening  of  which,  in  the  Painted-Chamher,  the  Bilbop 

Atmjlmtnjicr.  ^^  ^y^  5^  Lord- Chancellor,  declared,  in  Prefcncc  of  the 
Lords  and  Commons,  the  Reafons  why  this  Parliament 
was  called ;  which,  in  Effeft,  were  thefe  :  '  That  fincc 
^  the  King  had  fent  his  eldeft  Son,  the  Prince  oifValeSy 

*  to  govern  the  Country  oi  Aquitain,  as  alfo  the  Duke 

*  of  Clarenciy  his  next  Son,  to  be  his  Lieutenant  in  Ire^ 

*  land,  his  chief  Care  now  was  how  he  might  govern 

*  his  People  at  home  in  the  beft  Manner.*  After  which 
both   Houfes  proceeded  to   nominate  Receivers    and 

r  298  ]  Triers  of  Petitions  as  ufual,  and  adjourned  to  the  next 
Day;  when  the  Chancellor,  in  the  Prcfcnce  of  the  King, 
Lords,  and  Commons,  fpoke   again  and   told  them, 

*  That  he  had  the  Day  before  informed  them,  in  gene- 

*  ral,  of  the  Occalion  of  their  Meeting,  and  that  now 
folj^s^di^Pw'.  *  ^I'^y  ^^"'^  '^"^^  ^^  ^^^^  particularly,  the  King  ha- 
liament  that  the*  ving  a  Matter  of  great  Importance  to  communicate  to 
Pope  intended  to <  them.  His  Majcfty  had  lately  received  Notice,  that 
Homag™  fw  ht '  '^^  P^P^^  *"  Confideration  of  the  Homage  which  J9bn 
Crown,            *  King  of  England  had  formerly  paid   to  the  See  of 

*  Rome,  for  his  Realm  of  England  and  Dominion  of 

*  Ireland,  and  of  the  Tribute  by  him  granted  to  the  faid 

*  See ',  intended,  by  Procefs,  to  dte  his  Majefty  to  ap- 

*  pear  at  his  Court  at  Avignon,  to  anfwer  for  his  De- 

*  faults,  in  not  performing  what  the  faid  King,  his  Pre*- 
<  deceflbr,  had  fo  undertaken  for  him  and  his  Heirs, 

*  Kings  of  England.     Whereupon   the  King  required 

*  the  Advice  of  his  Parliament,  what  Courfe  he  had 
^  beft  take  if  any  fuch  Procefs  ihould  come  out  againft 
«  him.' 

The  Biibops,  Lords,  and  Commons,  feverally,  de- 
fired  Time  to  the  Day  following,  to  give  in  their  An- 
fwer ;  when,  being  again  aflembled,  after  full  Dcii- 
beration,  they  declared  as  follows :  *  That  neither  King 

k  Simon  Langbam  :  He  was  tranflated  to  Canterhrj,  Anno  13600    X^ 
Ntve*s  hafii, 

c  Of  1000  Marks  a  year.    Records 
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*  y§hny  nor  any  other  King,  could  bring  himfclf,  hisK..£iw4ri  ill. 

*  Realm,  and  People,  under  fuch  Subjcftion,  without  which  they 

*  their  Aflent ;  and  if  it  was  done,  it  was  without  Con- highly  rcfcntj 
*'  fent  of  Parliament,  and  contrary  to  his  Coronation 

*  Oath  5  that  he  was  notorioufly  compelled  to  it  by  the 

*  Neceifity  of  his  Affairs  and  the  Iniquity  of  the  Times ; 

*  wherefore  the  faid  Eftates  enacfted,  That,  in  Cafe  the 

*  Pope  fliould  attempt  any  Thing  by  Procefs,  or  any 

*  other  Way,  to  conftrain  the  King  and  his  Subje£h 

*  to  perform  what  he  fays  he  lays  Claim  to  in  this  Re*      / 

*  fped,  they  would  refill  and  withftand  him  to  the  ut- 

*  moft  of  their  Power.'  Thus  was  this  haughty  De- 
mand of  the  Pope's,  by  the  ftout  Oppofition  of  both  the 
Prelacy  and  Laity  in-  this  Parliament,  qualhed  for  ever; 
for  we  do  not  find  that  it  was  ever  after 'demanded. 
Nor,  in  all  Liicelihood,  would  it  have  been  trumped  up 
now,  but  out  of  Revenge  to  the  Proceedings  of  the  laft 
Parliament  againft  the  Incroachments  of  the  See  oiRomi. 

It  feems  King  Edward  was  fo  moved  at  the  Infolence     r  jgg  i 
of  this  Demand,  that  he  caufed  it  now  to  be  ordained, 
that,  from  that  Time  forward,  St.  Peter's  Pence  fliould 
not  be  pa^d,  which  had  continued  to  be  fo  from  the  And  thei«upoD 
Days  of  King  Ina^  the  ff^e^  Saxon  King,  about  the  Year  ^''"-'s  ^'"^  »• 
680  ;  who  had  granted  it  to  the  See  of  Romey  in  Con- ^^'^'*^ '°  ^  P*'^- 
fideration  of  an  Englijh  Seminary,  or  School,  to  be  con- 
tinued there  for  ever***. 

There  were  fome  others  Matters  tranfailed  this  Par- 
liament ;  particularly,  fettling  the  DifFerences  betwixt 
the  two  Univerfities,  Oxford  and  Cambridge^  and  the 
Mendicant  Friars,  who  exhibited  Complaints  againfl 
each  other;  the  Particulars  whereof  are  not  to  our  Pur- 
pofe.  This  Parliament  fat  till  the  nth  oi  May  this 
Year;  when   the  Lord-Chancellor   notified   to  them 

*  the  Marriage  of  the  Princefs  Jfahella  to  the  Lord  /«- 

*  gelratn  de  Coucy^  who  had  a  large  Kftate  both  in  France 

*  and  England^  and  that  it  would  be  for  the  King's  Ho- 

*  nour  to  create  him  a  Peer  of  this  Realm ;'  which  the 
Lords  finding  convenient,  readily  agreed  to :  Where- 
upon the  King,  by  his  Letters  Patent,  created  him  Earl 
of  Bedford^  with  a  Grant  of  rooo  Marks  per  Jnnum^  ' 
out  of  the  Exchequer,  and  30  Marks  more  out  of  the 

Iflues 

^  However  it  was  but  a  temporary  Delay,  for  it  was  afterwards  colleft- 
cd  to  the  25th  of  Henry  VIII,  when  that  Prince  put  an  efFedlual  Stop  to 
it. 
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K.  EdwMri  ULlffucs  of  the  County  of  Bedford^  to  be  paid  by  the  She*- 
riff  of  that  County.  Mr.  Tyrrel  here  obfcrves.  That  the 
Parliament  did  not  quarrel  with  the  King,  or  find  Fauh 
with  his  marrying  his  Daughter  to  a  Frenchman^  thd' 
his  Subje£l ;  or  that  he  had  conferred  upon  him  fo  great 
an  Eftate  belonging  to  the  Crown  ;  or,  lafily,  that  be 
would  now  make  him  a  Nobleman  Gf  England ;  for  tho* 
it  was  ufual,  adds  he,  for  this  iCing  not  to  create  either 
Dukes  or  Earls,  not  even  his  own  Sons,  without  the 
Privity  of  the  reft  of  the  Peers,  yet  we  do  not  find  that 
ever  he  afked  the  Confent  of  the  Commons,  or  that  it 
was  paiTed  into  an  A3  or  Statute,  all  the  Charters  of 
their  Creations  being  granted  by  the  King  alone,  aod 
the  Confent  of  the  Parliament  not  at  all  mentioned  in 
them. 

r  ^oo  1         ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^'*^^  ^"  Interval  of  two  or  three  Years, 
*•  ^     during  which  Time  our  Hiftorians  arc  taken  up  with 

defcribing  the  Black  Princess  martial  Exploits  and  Vic- 
tories in  Spain  ^  where  he  reftored  Don  Pedro  to  the 
Crown  of  that  Kingdom.  Things  did  not  go  fo  welt, 
however,  in  France  and  Scotlandy  as  we  (hall  fee  here- 
after ;  and  King  Edward  having  loft  his  fecond  Son, 
Prince  Lionely  who  died  foon  after  his  fecotkl  Marriage 
in  Italy^  from  this  Period  we  muft  date  the  Turn  of 
that  good  Fortune  which  had  hitherto  favoured  him 
throughout  his  whole  Reigtu 

AiinoRegm4a.  The  K^ing  iffued  out  his  Writs,  dated  February  24, 
1368.        for  fummoning  a  Parliament  to  meet  at  IVcfiminlier  the 

'AiJFeBmin/Ur  ^^^  oi  May^  following.  When  being  met.  Dr.  5/«:^ 
Langham^  then  Arcnbifliop  ^4 Canterbury^  was  the  King's 
Prolocutor,  and  dedafec),  to  the  whole  Aflembly,  That 
jt  was  his  Majefty's  Pleafprc  ,that  they  ihould  be  ad- 
journed for  three  Days  ;  .and  at  tKp.Time  appointed  the 
fald  Archbifliop  opened  theCaufe  of  their  Meeting  to 
this  Effe(9: :  '  That  the  King  yielded  unto  God  Almighty 

*  moft  hearty  Thanks  for  having  given  him  the  ViAory 

*  over  all  his  Enemies  j  as  alfo  for  the  peaceable  anJ 

*  flouriftiing  Condition  of  his  Realm,  and  for  the  great 
^  Loyalty  of  his  Subjc(Sb,  and  their  conftant  Readioeis 

*  to  ferve  him,  both  in  Body  and  Goods ;  all  which 
^  Bieilings  he  defir'd,  as  much  as  in  him  lay^  to  con-^ 

*  tinuc 
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^  tinue  or  rather  to  increafe.    And,  that  he  might  iSxt^*^^^^^  M^« 

*  better  fucceed  in  that  Refolution,  he  had  at  this  Time 

*  called  his  Parliament  to  confer  with  them  concerning 

*  Matters  relating  to  the  Premifes/  Then  the  Receivers 
and  Tri<y^  of  Petitions  were  appointed,  which  took  up 
all  the  reft  of  that  Day.    ' 

On  the  Day  following,  being  ailembled  again  as  ufual 
ki  the  Painted' Chamber 9  the  faid  Archbimop  farther 
declared  the  Subftance  of  a  Treaty  between  the  King's 
Commiffioners  and  David  Bruccy  king  of  Scotland^  who 
had  lately  made  this  Offer,  *  That  he  was  wiHing  ^O-,,  „  -, 
<  preferve  a  perpetual  Peace  with  England^  provided  he  J^^^^'  ^ 

*  might  quietly  enjoy  the  Kingdom  (^  Scotland j  free  and  ditidn*  of  being 
«  difchargcd  from  all  Homage  to  that  Crown;  fincc  todifcharjoi  fro«^ 

*  hold  it  otherwife  would  be  a  conftant  Reproach  to  him  ^^'^^S** 

*  and  bis  Kingdom/  Concerning  which  Terms  of  Peace 

the  Lords  and  Commons,  being  afked  their  Advices     [  301  ] 

gave  in  their  Anfwers,  feverally,  to  one  and  the  fame 

Effe<a,  *  That  they  could  not  aifoit  to  any  fudi  Peace,  The  Propofalra^ 

*  upon  any  Account,  without  a  Diflierifon  of  the  King,  je^cd  by  PtAi; 

*  his  Heirs,  and  Crown,  which  they  themfelves  wcre""**^' 

*  fworn  to  preferve ;  and  thesefore  muft  advife  him  not 

*  to  hearken  to  any  fuch  Propofitions/ 

After  which  the  Archbifhop,  in  the  King's  Name, 
gave  Thanks  to  the  Eftates  in  Parliament,  *  For  their 

*  ready  Compliance  in  aiEfting  the  Kbg*s  Wants  by 

*  former  Aids  and  Subfidies;  and  Ibewed  them  further^ 
^  how,  at  that  Time,  the  King  flood  in  as  great  Need  as 

*  ever  of  a  confiderable  Supply  to  difcharge  his  Debts:'  / 
Upon  which  the  Lords  and  Commons  granted  the  King»  ^ 
for  two  Years,  of  every  WooU-pack  36/.  «rf.  for  every  ^;*"^3rf»iq 
twelve  Dozen  of  Fells,  as  much;  and  i^s,  4^.  for 

every  Laft  of  Skins,  over  and  above  the  old  Cuftoms. 
Then  certain  new  Statutes  were  prepared  for  the  Royal 
Ailent,  and  fome  old  ones  were  explained  and  confirmed, 
which  may  be  feen  in  the  printed  Statute-Books  under 
this  Year,  and  therefore  uimeceiTary  here. 

On  the  2ift  of  May  the  King  gave  Thanks  to  the 
Lords  and  Commons  for  the  great  Aid  they  bad  given 
him,  and  that  Day  all  the  Lords  and  divers  of  the  Com- 
mons dined  with  bis  Majefty ;  after  which  Sir  John  Li$ 
was  brought  before  him  and  the  Lords  and  Commons^ 
to  anfwer  certain  Objections  made  againfi  him  by  Wil- 

Vol.  L  X  Hem 
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iU  Edward  III.  UamXatinury  concerning  a  Lordlhip  belonging  to  Rtbert 
Latimer^  widi  certain  Lands  which  had  been  granted 
during  bis  Minority,  and  being  afterwards  granted  to  the 
laid  ^xxjobn  Lnj  he  being  Steward  of  the  King's  Houfe- 
hold,  compelled  the  (aid  fFilUamy  by  Durefs  of  Impri- 
ibnincjit,  to  fur  render  up  the  Eftatc  into  his  Hands  : 
And  tbo*  Sir  y^hm  extufed  himfelf,  as  being  the  King's 
Gr^jitee,  yet  it  ws^  not  admitted,  becaufe  he  had  ufed 
Fe^rcCi  ana  had  not  outcd  the  faid  WilCttm  by  (hie  Pro* 
cds  of  Law.  There  were  alfo  divers  other  Complaints 
agaiJift  him  i  that,  as  Steward  of  the  King's  Houlhold, 
be  had  caufed  fevcral  Pcrfons  to  be  attachra  by  Order  of 
•  f  tos  1  *^^  Council »  and  then  appear  before  him  alone,  and 
^  .  •*  make  AnlVer  out  of  Council ;  with  feveral  other  Mif- 
dcmeanois.  Of  all  thefc  Accufations  Sir  John  not  being 
able  to  purge  himfclf^  he  was,  by  Order  of  the  King 
and  Lords^  committed  clofe  Prifoner  ta  the  Tower,  and 
ordered  to  pay  a  Fine  according  to  the  King's  Pleafure. 
This  Affair,  though  of  no  great  Moment  in  itfelf,  we 
think  neceffary  to  take  Notice  of,  as  it  is  the  firft  Pre- 
cedent lo  be  met  withj  noz  only  of  any  Accufation  or 
Impeachment  of  a  Perfon  in  Parliament,  for  a  fimple 
Mirdcmeanor,  and  not  for  Treafon,  but  alfo  where  the 
Offender  was  committed  to  Prifon  by  the  King  and 
Lords  at  a  private  Meetings  when  the  Parliament  was 
not  littiBg^ 

About  thii  Time  another  War  with  Franci  foeming 
unavoidable,  the  French  King  haying,  by  Treaties  and 
Smbaffies,  deluded  Edward  'till  he  had  taken  an  Op- 
.    portunity  to  feize  oft  the  greater  Part  of  bis  Dominions 
Asno  Regnj  43,  s^broad,  he  called  a  Parliament  in^  order  to  lay  this  AiFair 
1369.      *  and  the  State  of  the  Nation  before  them.     They  were 
* AtWijhmtUUr.  fummpned  to  meet  at  W^fhtiinfttr-^  May  27,  this  Year; 
*  at  which  Time  the  King,  Prelates,  Dukes^  Earls,  Ba- 
rons, Knights,  Gidzens,  and  Bufgefles,  aflembled  in  the 
Painttd'Chamher^  the  fsmous  William  of  Wickbam^  or 
Wjkthamy  Bilhop  of  tVincheAtr^  then  Lord-Chancellor, 
bemg  Prolocutor.     This  Prelate  told  the  Aflembly  ^, 
<  That  the  King  always,  in  his  greateft  Affairs,  had 

*  ttfed  their  Advice  and  Counfel ;  in  which  he  ever  found 

*  them  truly  loyal,  and  for  which  he  thank'd  them :  And 

*  that* 
•  la  «  fet  Speccbi  beginniflf ,  ^'ini^  U  Rot  tn  /«ar«  ks  gr^i  Btfoignes, 
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^  llirft)  not  bdfig  willing  My  Thing  fliould  be  imknpwn  ^  Eiwtrd  m^ 
to  tbem,  he  laid  before  them  the  Peace,  Which^  by 
their  Advice,  be  had  concluded  with  his  Adverfarj  of 
FraiM  fome  Time  ago  i  The  Condittom^  of  which 
were.  That,  by  fuch  a  Day,  he  (hould  furrender  tip  ta 
him  certain  Countries  beyond  Seas ;  fhouid  pay  unto 
him  certain  Sums  of  Money  at  ftated  Times;  and 
that,  for  the  future,  he  fliould  never  pretend  to  any 
JurifiUAion  or  Sovereignty  over  Gafcbigny  or  its  neizh- 
bouring  Parts.  In  Confideration  thereof  the  Enp^ 
King  was  to  ^ve  up  the  Stile  and  Title  of  the  King 
of  France  for  ever,  which  he  had  accordingly  done : 
But  his  faid  Adverfary  had  not  only  failed  po  make 
Delivery  of  the  Lands  and  Countries  agreed  upon;  ^  ^ 
had  made  no  Payments  of  the  Money;  but  had  alfo  ^  ^^^  J 
fummoned  certain  Lords  of  that  Country,  under  his 
Jurifdidion,  and  even  the  Prince  of  Wales  htmfelf,  to 
appear  before  him,  on  a  Day  prefixed,  at  PariSf  to 
anfwer  their  Appeals;  which  was  contrary  to  the  Form  . 
and  Tenor  of  the  Peace.  Befides  all  this,  he  had  fent 
a  great  Number  of  Men  at  Arms,  and  others,  into 
Gafcoignyy  and  there,  by  Force,  had  taken  Towns, 
Caftlcs,  and  other  Places ;  killed  fome  of  the  King*> 
Liege  People,  taken  others,  and  imprifoned  them  ia 
Hopes  of  great  Ranfoms ;  the  fame  he  had  alfo  done 
in  Ponthien.  Thatbccaufe  of  thcfe  Doings,  efpecially 
in  the  Principality  of  Aquitainj  againft  the  Form  of 
the  Peace,  the  Prince  had  fent  fpccial  Meflcngcrs  to 
inform  the  King,  that  he  had  called  to  him  the  wifeft 
Men  of  the  faid  Principality,  and  treated  with  and  pro- 
pounded to  them,  whether,  by  reafon  of  thefc  Things, 
his  Father  might  not,  by  Right,  retake  upon  him,  and 
ufe,  the  Name  of  King  of  France  ;*  who  all  anfwered 
and  affirmed,  *  That  the  King  might  do  it  by  Right 
and  Good  Faith/  Upon  which  Point  the  Archbifhop 
of  Canterhnry  and  the  other  Prelates  were  charm!  by  the 
King  to  treat  and  fliew  their  heft  Advice  and  Counfel. 

Tlw  PHtlatcs  took  two  or  three  Days  Time  to  deli- 
berate upon  this  knotty  Cafe  of  Confcience,  *  Whether 

*  the  King  was  releafed  from  his  Oath  or  not?'  When 
the  whole  Aflembly  being  again  met,  the  Archbilhop 
and  Btftops,  with  one  Accord,  anfwered,  *  That  the 

•  King,  for  the  Caufcs  abovefaid,  might  juftly  re-aflbme 

X  2  *  and 
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K. Eiwmrim.'^  and  ufe  the  Name  of  King  of  Frmce^  by  RMrt  moi 

<  good  Confcience/  To  wDich  Sentence  the  I>iikca» 
Earls,  Barons,  Knidits,  and  Commons^  unaoimoiifly 
azreed.    After  which  Declarations  the  King  caufed  die 

The  Frtmh  ha-^*^^  ^^  ^  England  to  be  chang^  again,  along  with 
ving  broke  thehis  Other  Sealt;  from  which  Time,  even  unto  this  Dnj^ 
^^[«^^  ^•'tbc  King^  of  Englamdy  hb  Siicceflbrs,  continue  tbeur 
»»«^*«^       Arms  quartered  with  France ;  in  Token  of  that  Rights 
fays  Barms f  to  which  King  Edward  lb  juftly  now  re- 
newed his  Claim. 

The  Parliament  having  thus  agreed  to  renew  theWar^ 

C  304  ]     ^^  ^^^  Thing  to  be  thought  c^  was  the  Sinews  of  it : 

Accordingly  the  King  ordered  ^  the  State  of  the  Nation 

*  to  be  laid  before  them ;  and,  bec^ufe  be  fliould  be  at 

*  ereat  Charge  to  maintain  his  Forces  both  by  Sea  and 

*  Land,  which  he  could  notfupport  without  their  Af*- 

*  fiftance»  he  requefted  them,  therefore,  to  confult  and 

<  advife  how  it  might  beft  be  done  with  the  leaft  Charge 
^  and  Damage  to  hb  People/  On  which  the  Lords,  by 
themfelves,  and  the  Commons,  of  one  Accord,  granted 

A  lirgp  SMUf  to  the  King  a  Subfidy  on  Woolb ;  that  is,  4.2s*  ^d.  oq 
rioted.  every  Sack,  and  on  every  twelve  Dozen  of  Wooll-feUs» 

as  much ;  on  every  Laft  of  Leather,  that  ihould  be  ex- 
ported, 4/.  befides  the  antient  Cuftqms  for  three  Years^ 
to  commence  at  MUbaelntas  next  i  on  Strangers  wa» 
laid,  for  every  Sack  of  Wooll,  four  Marks,  and  every 
twelve  Dozen  of  Fells,  as  much ;  and  on  every  Laft  of 
Lreather  eight  Marks,  over  and  above  the  old  Cuftom. 

Some  other  Matters  were  tranfafied,  in  thb  Parlia* 

ment,  of  lefi  Notice ;  as,  that  all  the  King's  Forts» 

Ports,  and  FortrefTes  fhould  be  furveyed,  repaired,  and 

re-edified ;  that  no  Religious  Aliens  fhould  be  left  in  a 

Capacity  to  difcover  the  Secrets  of  the  Realm,  as  well 

a^  all  their  Pofleffions  to  be  feized  into  the  King's  Hands  ; 

that  Remedy  may  be  had  againft  the  exceifive  Price  of 

Armour,  and  againft  the  unreafonable  Demands  of 

Dealers  in  Horfes.     La/Ily^  the  Kin^,  on  the  12th  Day 

of  Jum^  came  to  the  Houfe,  and  gave  them  Thanks^ 

TheKinggnntsfr^n*  ^'^  own  Mouth,  •  for  the  great  Pains  they  had 

public  Encou-    '  taken,  and  the  Aid  they  had  given  hun ;  .and,  in  (bme 

ragement  to  aU  <  Sort  of  Rccompence,  promiieo  to  all  thofe  Lords,  and 

iStthti'aSft*''*^"*  of  whaifoever  Degree,  Eftatc,  Condition,  or 

FrMiut.  ^  Nation  they  were,  who  would  maintain  Im  Caufe  and 
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Digitized  by 


Googk 


of  ENGLAND.  325 

Quarrel  againft  his  Enemies  ot  France ^  that  they  ihould  ^«  1?^««^  Ii^'* 
hold  and  enjoy,  for  ever,  all  they  Ihould  there  recover 
and  conquer,  whether  Duchies,  earldoms,  Vifcounties^ 
Cities,  Towns,  Cafiles,  orLordfliips,  Perrons,Nanies» 
Arms,  and  Honours,  to  hold  the  faid  Pofleffions  of  him 
as  King  of  France^  by  the  accuflomed  Dues  and  Ser- 
vices; refervine  only,  to  htmfelf  and  his  Hein,  all  De« 
mcfnes,  Royalties,  Services,  Homages,  Dues,  Reforts, 
and  Sovereignties  belonging  to  the  Crown  of  France  i  r  «^f  i 
and  excepting  all  Church-Lands,  and  the  Lands  of  all 
fuch  who,  witHout  Fbixre  or  Difficulty,  would  obey,; 
adhere  to,  and  remain  in  Obedience  to  him,  and,  o£ 
their  own  Good- will,  would  affift  him  in  his  Quarrel 
againft  his  faid  Adverfary.  Likewife  the  King  com- 
manded. That  not  onlv  all  the  Bifliops  fliould  muftec 
their  own  Tenants  and  Servants,  but  that  all  Parfons^ 
Vicars,  Monks,  Friars,  and'  other  Religious  Peribns  of 
the  Clergy,  (houid  be  in  Readinefs,  in  Cafe  of  an  In- 
vafion,  to  refift  the  common  Enemy  :*  And  then  he 
diflblved  this  Parliament  ^. 

The  War  began  now  to  be  entered  into  brifldy  on 
both  Sides,  and  continued,  from  the  laft  Period,  a  Year 
or  two,  with  various  Succefs ;  though  the  King,  on 
Account  of  his  great  Age,  was  unable  to  go  over  in 
Perfon.  But  the  Renewal  of  the  War  was  not  the  only 
Thing  that  difturbed  Edwardt^  Repofe;  the  Lofs  of  his 
Queen,  who  died  in  the  Year  1369,  was  a  very  great 
Affliiftion  to  him :  Befides,  the  Noble  and  Valiant  Princ^ 
of  H^aiesy  being  taken  with  a  lingering  Illnefs,  was  oblig'd 
to  return  to  England  for  the  Recovery  of  his  Health, . 
leaving  his  Brother  Jobn^  Duke  of  Lancafter^  his  Lieu* 
tenant  in  Jquitain. 

After  the  Prince's  Arrival  here.  Affairs  began  to  take 
a  difierent'Turn  abroad ;  the  French  .had  gained  ^reat 
Advantage  over  the  EngUJb^  particularly  in  the  Pnnci«> 
pality  of  Aquitain^  which  alarmed  King  Edward  fo 
much,  thlit  be  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  call  a  Parlia- 
ment to  a(k  their  Advice  about  it.  Accordingly  Writs  .  ^^  .  . 
of  Summons  were  ifliied  out,  dated  January  8,  for  a  ^\^^^^ 
Parliament  to  meet  on  Mendaj^  the  iirft  Week  in  Lent^ 

X  3-  which  AtWj^ypii 

b  ^.  in  tuffi  LoAd.  43  E4.  IIU    Rjmer*i  Tmd*  Tom*  V]«  p.  63 1. 
Ullitr^t  ^(tiffiafitMi  Biftory^  p.  561. 
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K.  Bivmi  in*  yttWiA^^z  Fihruary  24,  that  Year.  Being  all,  as  ufinl, 
aflembled  in  the  Paintid-Cbamher  at  Weflminfttr^  tli» 
Lord-Cb|ificellor  Wickham  opened  the  Caufe  of  tba 
Summons  to  be  for  this  Purpofe :  ^  That  iince,  by  the 
^  Aflent  of  the  laft  Parliamenty  the  King  did  re-take  upon 
him  the  Tide  of  i^ingof /r^nifr,  becaufe  his  Adverfary 
.  had  broke  the  Pe^ce,  and  daim'd  the  Superiority  over 
Aquitatn^  which  had  formerly  bdonged  to  his  Father, 
^  ^  ..  •  he  had  forthis,  and&veral  other  Caufes,  been  at  great 
X  306  J  *  Expences,  and  fent  feme  Mc;i>  of  Quality,  and  others, 
'  to'^  mijebty  Number,  to  conquer  and  recover  hia 
Righl^:  That  the  King,  had  received  News  from  his 
Friends  and  Allien,  that  his  Adverfary  had  made  hif9* 
(elf  ftronaer  than  he  bad  doi^e>  before,  and  ordered  fo 
great  an  Armyto.be  brp^gh^  together,  that,  in  all  Pro* 
'  bability,^  hie  would  be  able. to  get  Pofleffioa  of  all  his 
X4nds.;fi(nd  Territories  Jbeypnd  Seas,  as  well  in  Gaf- 
foigny  as-^  Gfilaisy  Guifassyfifntbieuy  and  other  Places, 
Fiuther,  thathis  faid  Adv^riary  had  fuch  a  FJeet  read/ 
as  feemed  fufficient  to  deftroy  .the  whole  ^ngU/b  Navy } 
and  that  he  purpofcd  to  fen^  over  fuch  a  JLaod  Army 
into  this  Kingdom,  as  n\\^%  be  equally  able  to  con- 
quer and  fubjciS  it  to  his  piyiv  Power :  Wherefore  the 
King  carncftiy  dcfir'd  the  Lords  and  Commons  to  con- 
fult  about  theie  Points,  a^Hl  Rdvife  him  which  Way  the 
Kingdom  might  be  iVdy  guarded^  the  Navy  preferved 
from  the  Malice  of  his  ^nei|iies,  his  Lands  beyond  Sea 
kept,  %h^  War  maintained,  aad  the  Reduction  ef  the 
FrwA  effpaed.' 

AT«of4w.3<«»     Thefc  high  Matters  being  thus  laid  before  the  Parlia- 
Uid  by  the  whole  ment^  manY  Ways  and  Means  were  propofed  for  rai* 
ParUtment  on  fing  an  Aid,  which  were  freely  debated  betwixt  the 
imdi  tU  Wax!"  Lo^ds  and  Commons.     At  laft,  in  Confideration  of  the 
great  Cofts  and  Charges  ivhich  the  King  had  been  at> 
and  was  to  bear,  for  the  Reafenr  given,  both  Houfes 
confented,  Aiarcb.%%fXi^mnt  a  Subfidy  of  50,000/. 
40  be  levied  on  every  Pariih  at  %is.  3^.  and  thofe  of 
greater  Value  to  contribute,  by  Ratej  to  thofe  of  lefs. 
The  Clergy,  here  alfo,  granted  the  King  a  feparate 
Aid  0(50,000/.  more,  for  one  Year,  towards  carrying 
on  the  Frmch  War ;  for  the  raifmg  of  which  extraor- 
dinary Sum,  from  that  Bod^,  the  very  Chantry- Priefts 
were  taxed  according  to  their  annuai  Stipends  s  ^  lil^^- 
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wife  all  other  teall  Beaofites  -which  fad  fleV«r  tieeni^  ii^Mntf^iA 
taxed  before  *. 

A  Great  Council  of  the  Eftates,  oonfiAii^  <if  a  khSt    [  3<^7  3 
Nttmber  of  Prelates  and  Lords,  and  one  i^riigMt  Aid  <Mt 
fiurgefs  of  the  laft  Parliament)  a$  a  CommUvefe^fft^  (kt 
at  frifubijiiis  on  the  eighth  OslJ  after  TrM^- AMifi^,  ^i*  ^^  wincb^tr. 
Jmu  %j  this  Year.    The  KiAgi  iiptxvedifltely.on  ^  * 

granting  this  Subftdy^  hai  fcm  out  his  Writd  16  the  She« 
riffii  of  enrerf  Cconty  in  EMgianJ^  to  cauft  thMl  io^rehtiH 
CO  him  the  Number  of  thel^rifl^Clliffdlles  ki  eaeh  Shire. 
After  which  the  ChanoeBbr  acoaainted  this  CoMlciK 
«  That  tbe  Namber  of  PariflMS  in  jSmgkmd^  wmM  Hat 
>  anfwer  the  faid  Tax  of  50,000  /.  as  mi^t  appear  by 

*  the  Certificates  of  all  the  ArohbMhops,  ^ifhojps/  and 

*  Sheriff,  made  and  returned-  into  Chancery  by  the 

*  king's  Warrant.'  Thcfc  Certificates  were  cjfiamtned 
by  the  Committee,  and  many  Treaties  and  Coilferences 
had  upon  ^he  Matter ;  at  laft,  to  compleat  the  Sua  of 
50,000/.  the  (aid  Committee  of  Lords  and  Cotkunidns 
gfanted,  6ut  of  every  Parifh  in  the  KingdoAi,  the  Som 

of  1 16  ^hillings,  the.former  Sum  of  22i.  ^d.  being  in-  y^^^y^  1,  ^^^ 
eluded)  except  the  County  of  Cbefter^  which  wai  amentedtonei. 
County  Palatine,  and  the  Chareh  Lands,  Which  weret>TaQouocUoA- 
taxed  to  a  Tenth;  and,  as  before,  Parifhes  of  greater'^*  - 
Extent  and  Value  were  to  be  contributary  to  the  le(s. 
yohn  Stewi  has  preferved  a  Lift  of  the  feveral  Counties 
of  England^  in  which  the  Number  of  PariOies  are  men- 
tioned, and  their  feveral  Taxations  fixed)  whtchy  fiflce 
it  is  the  fkft  Tax  of  that  Kind  that  we  ban  yet  rikt 
withy  well  deferves  our  Notice  '• 

ua 


.  t  Rat.  ParU  45  Edw.  III.  N^.  i,  6,  7.  Ahr'tdg.  f .  8i.^BtiMi^jffesd 
makes  a  very  great  Miilake  liere,  and  faya  that  the  Clergy  denied  thu  Sub« 
fidy,  and  ekcufed  themfelvea  with  fair  Wanlt  and  (hufiling  AAfwcrs  $  iAfo- 
jnoch  that  the  King  was  Co  difpleafed  at  Iben,  that  he  removed  theCfuut* 
oetlor/theTrtafurer,  and  Privy  Seal,  beiog  Clergymen^  from  their  Offifces, 
and  pot  Laymen  in  their  Stead,  p.  406.  This  he  took  hnm  Fshien^u 
Cbroni  In  thk  Year. 


d  Shirts,    ' 

Tanjbn% 

What  evtrf  Shift  diip^* 

Bedfordihirt 

lit 

701  16    0 

Berkihire 

156 

904  t6    6 

Bocknig|uuO0kifB 

•00 

1160    0    0 

Camkidgeihirt 
Comwail 

I7» 
194 

556  16    0 

Cumberland 

9^* 

PerbyibiiV 

5« 

55«  i«    0 
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K»  Uwari  m.     Jtflm  Mantes  make^theProccediajp  of  this  Commit^ 

r  ^q3  1     tee  at  Winchefler  m  on  with  the  laft  Parliament  without 

>     any  Diilin&6n :  But  Brady  and  Tyrnly  who  were  after 

Remarkt  there-  hifli)  calls  it  only  a  Great  Council  ti  JVmcbifter ;  and 

*^  fays  it  confifted  of  four  Bifhops,  four  Abbots,  fix  Earls, 

.  fix.  Barons,  and  fucb  ot  the  Conunons  as  the  King 

ihould  i^afe  to  appoint,  who  were  of  the  laft  Parlia- 

ment.     Mr.  Tyrnl  ^es  oa  and  remarks.  That  this  is 

M  plain  Proof  of  the  DifiiBrence  between  a  Council  and 

^  Parliamciit^  the  former  confifting  of  fuch  Biihops, 

Peers,  and  Commons  as  thcKing  pleafed  to  call  to  it,  and 

the  other  of  all  the  Biihops^  KarU,  and  Barons  of  Eng^ 

land^ 

Shires*  FariJbiSm  f¥l^  ev€iy  Shire  MJ  pafm 

£•  *'  ^• 
fti49  1$  o 
1374  i»    o 

553  >f  o 

2259  18  o 

1473    4  o 

834    4.  o 

730  16  o 

535  12  o 

2279    8  a 

336    8  o 

3636  16  o 

22IZ     4     o 

637    o    o 

365    8    o 

3674  16    o 

'757  8  o 

348  o  o' 

9^1  4  o 

I160  o  o 

661    4  o 

2267  16  o 

1334    o  o 

580    o  o 

2926    o  o 

684    8  o 

1647    4  o 

1061    8  o 

185  12  o 

1386    4  o 

806    4  o 

3071  12  o 

'The  Sum  of  all  the  Shiret  in  Buglanif  without  the  City  of  JOh^Sw  and 
the  Bifiioprick  ofDurham^  be  37,  and  of  Parifli-Chmchet  84oo»  and  aU  the 
AfoBcjr  amounted  unto  50,181  /•  81.  &e»  of  the  which  waa  withdra%ra 
181  /#  8  «•  by  the  Re^foi^  that  Paridiet  in  the  County  of  Sufa/k  paid  but 
Ji2««  7^1  and  the  ParHhei  in  Devnijhire  paid  but  ii2t.  10^  for  their 
pMt  Poverty,  and  fo  was  the  King  anfwarad  hb  50,000 /•  $tow*f  p«  269. 
J^t  there  fcems  to  be  a  Miilake  io  his  Cafcuktioos. 


Devon/hire 

381 

Dotiet&iic 

•II 

Durham 

Iffcx 

400 

OiouceiTCffliiri9 

a?4 

IteelordAiie 

144 

Hertfordihiire 

'it 

Kuntinsdonihiie 

Kent 

39? 

Lancafluie 

5« 

Lincohifliire 

4? 

Leiceilerihirc 

209 

London    ' 

110 

l^iddleibc 

63 

Norfolk 

806 

Korthamptonihire 

303 

Northumberland 

€0 

NottiaghamAitt 

1^ 

Oxfbrdflur^ 

2CO 

ItutlandihifO 

44 

Shropfliire 

114 

Somerfetflure 

391 

Southaodbtonikiff 
StafTordttire 

230 

100 

Suffolk 

S»5 

Suney 

iig 

Suflex 

284 

Warwickibirt 

iSS 

Inrenmoieland 

3» 

IViltihire 

•39 

"Worceilerihife 

>39 

Yorkihlie 

540 
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IdHd^  together  whh  the  Knights,  Citizens,  ud  Burg^flblC.  UwMrd  nu 

rieded  by  their  feveral  Counties,  Cities,  ^c.  But,  adds 

he.  How  foch  a  Gctindl  could  take  upon  them  to  alter    C  3^  3 

or  add  to  a  Tax,  diat  had  been  already  granted  by  the 

Jf^hoU  Parliatninti  is  to  him  unintelligtUe :  From  which 

we  reafonably  conclude.  That  this  GreatCouncil  was  no 

jBore  than  a  Committee  of  Parliament,  as  we  have  call'd 

it,  to  meet  and  do  fiufinefs,  to  fave  the  £xpence  and 

Trouble  of  another  general  Aflemblj,    And  it  is  alfo  to 

be  remarked.  That  the  Tranfadions  bf  <tbis  Council^ 

and  of  the  preceding  Parliament,  are  enter*d  in  the  fame 

Roll,  and  the  Numbew  conlioned,  as  if  it  was  otte  and 

the  fame  Aflembly. 

The  Truth  ts,  as  it  plainly  appears  by  the  Record 
itfelf,  that,  as  foon  as  the  Tax  on  Pariihes  was  firft 
granted,  the  King  ordered  his  ChanceUor,  then  Sir  Ro'^ 
hert  de  Tb$rpe  ^,  to  acquaint  the  Lords  and  Commons^ 

*  That  as  the  Feaft  of  Eafter  and  the  Holy  Week  was 

*  near  at  Hand,  the  Petitions  of  the  Commons  could  not 
^  all  be  anlwered  within  the.  Time,  that  dierefore  the 
^'King  would  ordain  certain  Xx>rds  and  others  to  meet 
<  after  Bujltr  to  dofe  the  Points  of  their  Petitions,  and 
**  give  fuch  Anfwers  to  them  as  fhould  fuffice,  and  hm 

*  agreeable  to  Reafon/  After  which  fome  of  the  Petitions 
and  Anfwers,  which  were  ready, being  read  and  anfwer'd, 
die  ^  King  thanked  the  Commons  tor  their  Aid,  gave 
them  Leave  to  depart,  and  fo  finiihed  this  Parliament  ^ 

It  appears,  by  this  Extrad,  that  the  Parliament  was 
entirely  diflblved,  and  that  the  King,  by  bis  own  Au- 
thority, did  appoint  a  Committee  out  of  it,  to  meet  at 
another  Time  aikl  Place,  to  finifli  what  was  left  undone 
before.  This  can  anfwer  to  nothing  more  than  our  pre- 
fent  Commiffions  to  fome  Lords  to  pafs  A£b,  when  the 
Kin^  is  indifpofed  and  cannot  oome  down  to  the  Houfe 
hinmlf :  But,  howibever  this  was,  it  is  certain  that  we 
never  met  with  fucb  an  UnparliKmemary  Proceedings 
either  beftire  this  Time  nor  flnce* 

The  Petitions  of  the  Commons,  which  were  not  an*The  Commoiit 
fwered  in  the  preceding  Parliament,  were  anfwered  a^P^^^^^*'    ^ 
this  Council  >  amongft  which  the  following  is  moft  re-  offic^  of  Su^ 

markable:  ■   may  be  held  by 

c  Pop  Clergymen, 

«  The  ReaTon  of  this  Change  wilf  appear  in  the  Sequel. 

f  Dona  Conge  a  debar  tar  et  URnt  Snv  te  Pariemnt,    Rot.  Pari.  45  £/• 
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M^jEdmmiva.  «  For  that  ithtA  hden  ikdaitdr'to  the  King,  in  the 
^  late  Parliament,  hy  all  the  EarUt  Barons,  and  Comt 
^  nxNil  of  EwgianJj  That  thi  Gswrmmnt  tf  ibt  Ku^ 
^dmn  hmly  fvr  mhngTimt^  henm09^gfdby  Mtn  of  ^ 

*  Churchy  whtrAy  ma»f  Idifchkff  •  and  Z>4magis  bmd 
^  hmppiUid  in  Titm  heHfftty  U  tht  Dijbtrifm  of  tht 

*  Orwwmy  and  to  tho  friM  Pr^uMa  of  tht  Kif^gdam  : 
«  That  it  wouU  therefore  plcafe  the  Kiog,  that  Laymei^ 
«  of  fuff cient  AbiKtietf,  and  do  otbefft*  A^bt,  for  the 

<  iiiture,  be  made  ChaiicellDr,  TreiUiirer^  Clerk  of  tbt 

<  Privy  Seal,  Bafoas  of  the  Excbcquef,  Comptroller^ 
^  or  odier  Great  Officers  and  GovemoiB  of  the  King^ 

I  310  ]  <  dom ;  and  that  this  Matter  might  be  fo.eflaUUhc^L 
^  that  it  AdoU  never  ^e  d<^ated,  or  any  Thii^  done 
f  to  Ae  contrary  in.  Time  to  cooae,  faving  to  the  K&t^ 
«  the  Removal  attdChoioe  of  fitch  .Officers,  yet  <o  m 
P  they  (hcald  be  Laymen.* 

The  King's  Anfwer  was.  Hi  monU  do  in  thk  Film 
what  fomid  bifi  U  imk  hj  Jdvko  of  bit  CounuL 

Though  the  King  was,  is  nfual,  very  conciie  in  bii 
Anfwer  to  this  Petition,  yet  we  find  that  he  thoi^ht  of 
h  foon  after ;  for,  even  in  this  very  P(irliament#  fvdkmm 
^mdhamy  Bifliop  of  fTtmhoJier^  and  Lord-QMUK(¥Uor 
of  Bngland,  did  deliver  up  the  OreaX  Seal  to  the  King 
M  WoftminlUty  which  was  immediateif  given  V^  Sir 
Rohert  ThorpOj  one  of  the  King's  Jadgrs  m  the  Law*  .VU 
die.  fame  Time  Tbotmtt  Brontmghtmh  Biibop  of  E90ia9\ 
was  removed  from,  bemg  Lord^TreaAirer,  and  wjis  iuc- 
oeeded  by  Ricbird  Lord  Scropgyd.&olfnit.  Bonus  (ky^ 
^  That  it  was  then  eoadedthaa^  f^cthe-future,  the  Chan* 
cellor,  Treaiinrer,  jMid  Keeper .ef  the  Privy  Seali  fiiould 
not  beClei^men  1  bwt  that  feenlar  PoffiNis  only.  AouU 
have  thofe  Empioyments  ^*        >  i 

The  fame  Author  has  given  Us  fisteral  Petitions  and 
Anfwers  of  the  King  to  the  Commons  at  this  (eoond 
£ftffioo,  as.  he  terms  it,  which  may  be  though^  too  te- 
dious, and  therefore  .we  omit  thea»«  But  an  Embafljr 
•*  from 

•  Mr.  (MUtr  cMnfts,  That  thit  Re^fefimtition  of  t  public  DiiadTtntagB 
of  t>TcferrioK  the  Clergy  to  Places  of  Power  and  Tnift,  is  contradicted  in  tho 
Preamble  of  an  A  A  hiade  in  thil  KingVRdgn  ;  fbr  in  theStattttt  of  Pro- 
tifors  it  it  faid,  *  That  the  Kings,  in  Times  p*ft,  were  wont  to  ^ve  tlie 

<  gnateil  Part  of  their  Council  of  Prelates  and  Clerks,  for  the  Safeguard  of 

*  this  Realm ;  and  that  the  Pope,  by  preferring  Foreigners  to  Offices'in  f  «- 

*  £land,  unfttmlihed  the  CouncU-Boanl,  and  difappointed  the  Government.* 
And,  adds  that  Author,  this  was  urged  as  one  Reafon  for  pafiing  the  AQf 
•nd  preventing  P^pal  Piovifiont.  (kUitr'n  EcthJ,  Bifi*  Voi.  I.  p.  561* 
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ifirom  die  Pope,  whidi  bappeoed  at  this  Tioie^  may  be  K«  Ed&mri  la, 
worthy  of  Notice*  Two  Cardinab,  one  of  them  Stm$n 
Langbam^  late  Arcbbifhop  oiCatUirlmry  and  Chancellor 
of  England^  which  laft  tie  had  reiigned  for  the  oioit 
ApdftoUcal  Dimty  of  Cardinal,  ^c.  were  fent  by  bia 
Holinefs,  withXetters  of  Credence,  to  treat  effeAually 
with  Klins  Edward  about  fettling  of  a  Peace  between 
the  two  Crowns  of  FraHce  and  Engtandi  but  this  was 
wkhout  any  Suceefs^  for  the  latter  bad  JoftyTaod  the  [  jn  ^ 
former  had  gained,  too  much,  at  that  Time,  to  be  re- 
<^>vered  any  othjcr  Way  than  by  the  Sword* 

The  unfortunate  Part  of  Edward^ %  Life  was  ix>w  in 
Its  Crlfis  i  hSaXxs  in  FroMce  grew  every  Day  w<^  and 
worfe,  and  Cbarlts^  tbf  Ergmh  ipng,  without  oMich 
Trouble  or  Danger,  regained  thofeLaads^  Cities,  and 
Countries,  which  had  coft  the  otber  fo  OMicb  of  b^di 
to  win.  The  City  of  Touts  j  belonmigthen  to  the  En- 
glijh^  was  clofely  befieged;  and  ^  Uarriibn  obliged 
tbemfetves  to  fur  render,  if  they  were  not  relieved,  by 
fuch  a  Day^  by  Kiiu[  Edward  or  one  of  his  Sons*  To 
do  this,  the  Kmg  raifed  a  mighty  Army,  and  he  himfelf,  JHc  War  with 
with  400  SaU  of  Ships,  put  to  Sea  for  iu  Refcuej  ^^^lltZ. 
the  Winds  provine  contrary,  he  and  his  whole  Fleet 
were  to&'d  about  for  iiTe  or  fix  Weeks,  and  then  forced 
to  return  Rt  infe&a^  This  was  the  laft  and  moft  un** 
fortunate  Voyage  that  King  Edward  ever  made,  fince^ 
by  theie  Accidents,  he  loft  almoft  his  whole  Dominioni 
on  the  other  Side  the  Water. 

Before  the  King  fet  out  on  this  laft  Expedition,  he 
left  his  Grandchild  Richard^  only  Son  to  the  Black  Princ0^ 
a  Youth  fcarce  feven  Years  old.  Guardian  of  the  Realms 
appointing  him  a  Council  for  the  Management  of  all 
public  Airairs  ^    On  the  firft  of  SepUmbiry  in  the  Year 

f  yop>ua  Bdrnet  writes.  That  this  was  doAe  in  Parliament,  and  the 
Succemon  of  this  Prince  to  the  Crown  of  EnglmnJ,  after  the  Death  of  his 
Father  and  Grandfather,  fettled  in  that  Ailembly ;  when  the  King,  the 
Prince,  and  his  otber  Sons,  and  the  reft  #f  the  Lords,  fwore  to  the  S«c- 
ceffion,  and  ligned  an  Inftrument  to  that  Purpofe.  The  Commoni,  he 
t^fh  g^ve  their  Confenta  only  by  holding  up  their  Hands.  Birt  Mr.  Tjrrei 
|iu  exploded  this  Error  in  Froifart,  from  wbofe  Authority  Barnes  quotes, 
and  fays.  That,  beHdea  the  Abfurdity  of  the  Kelatioo,  in  making  the  King 
himielf  fwear  to  the  Succefl^on  of  his  Grandfon,  there  is  no  Mention  made 
of  any  fuch  Tranf«i£lions,  either  in  our  Parliament-RoUt  or  any  HiAorian, 
in  Print  or  Manufcript,  bcfides  this  Writer ;  from  which  he  concludes  i( 
to  be  a  Miftake,  or  Mifinfbrmation,  in  mifdating  this  Tranfa^ion  ;  for 
Prince  Richard  was  not  declared  Heir  Apparent  to  the  Crown,  till  three 
Years  after  in  full  Par Jiamcat,    Tjrrdt  Vol*  III.  p.  734* 
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*•  W«w/  itt  1372,  Writs  of  Summons  were  iSued  out  in  die  Name 
of  this  young  Guardian,  for  a  Parliament  to  meet  fifteett 
Days  after  Michaelmas ;  but,  before  that  Time,  the 
King  was  returned  into  ^ngland^  fo  newWrits  were  Tent 
out,  dated  at  fFinebilfidi  the  6th  oiOaohtr^  bv  which 
he  called  another  Parliament  to  fit  on  the  thiro  cf  N^^ 
vmhtr  following  >•  '^ 

[[  312  ]         The  Lords  and  Commons  being  all  aflembled  In  the 
Anno  Regni  46.  P^^^^^^'Chamber  at  fFeftminfter^  on  the  Day  appointed» 
1371.       Sir  J9hn  Knyvit^  then  Chancellor'',  firft  acquainted 
At  mBmnfier,  ^^^^  ^**  **  Rcafons  why  a  Parliament  was  called  to 
?^'^*  meet  about  Mkhaebnas  laft,  and  then  another  fummon'd 
to  meet  at  the  prefentTime.  Thefe  Rcafons  arc  partly 
given  before,  and  therefore  unnec^flary  to  repeat ;  but 
the  Receivers  and  Triers  of  extra  Petitions  being  after- 
wards appointed,  the  Kine  commanded  Sir  Guj  Brian 
to  declare  the  further  Caufe  of  the  Summons,  which  we 
•find  he  did  to  this  Eflfea  :  «  That  the  Prince  of  fVaUs 
*•  having,  by  a  Grant  from  his  Father,  enjoyed  Guietme^ 
^  he  had  often,  by  Letters,  &r.  figntfied  to  the  King, 

*  that  the  Revenues  and  Profits,  anfing  from  that  Prin- 
^  cipality,  did  not,  nor  could,  fuffice  to  maintain  him  and 

*  fupport  the  Government  and  Wars  againft  the  French 

*  their  Enemies,  and  other  neceflary  Charges,  without 

*  a  great  Affiftance  from  the  King  ;  and  that  the  Prince 

*  having  made  thefe  Things  appear  to  the  King  and 

*  Council,  when  firft  he  came  into  England^  had  there- 

*  ifore  furrendered  into  the  King's  Hands  the  faid  Prin- 

*  cipality,  and  all  he  couKI  claim  there  by  virtue  of  his 

*  Grant,  in  the  Prefence  of  the  King  and  Lords  of  his 

*  Council.'  The  Prince  of  Wales^  being  then  prefent, 
was  afked  if  he  aiTented  to  this ;  he  anfwercd  in  the  Af- 
firmative, and  fo  that  Matter  was  ended.  The  next 
Day  the  (aid  Sir  Guy^  in  the  fame  Place,  and  before  the 
faid  Afiembly,  more  exprefly  declared  the  Caufe  of  their 
Summons  to  this  Effect : 

*  That  the  King,  by  Advice  of  his  Parliament,  had 

*  ordered  feveral  Commanders  of  Note  to  go   over,  ^ 

*  fomc  into  Gafcoigny  and  others  to  Calais^  to  oppofc  the 

*  De- 

C  This  whole  Patliament  is  omitted  in  the  Abridgen^ent  of  Records. 
^  This  Chancellor  begins  his  Speech,  Mes  Siret  tt  Commune  ^  which  is 
Tery  near  our  prereut^  Mj  Lordi  and  Cemlemcn  of  tbc  Houjc  of  Commyni* 
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*  Defisns  of  his  Enemies,  and  to  make  War  upon  them^»  Ww^ri  lU* 

*  by  sdl  the  Ways  they  codd :  But  that  afterwards^ 

*  upon  the  fudden  News  that  came  to  the  King  of  their 

*  March,  he  went  bimfelf  to  Sea  with  the  reft  of  his 

*  Forces  ;  yet,  by  reafon  of  the  Winds  being  contrary, 
^  and  other  unavoidable  Accidents,  he  was  forced  to  re- 
^  turn  without  doing  any  Thing.     That,  after  having 

*  fummoned  this  prefent  Parliament,  he  adjourned  the 

*  iame,  in  order  that  the  Lords,  who  were  with  him  at 

*  Sea,  might  be  alio  there ;  that,  by  the  good  Advice  and 
^  Council  of  them  all,  he  might  do  the  beft  he  could 
<  for  the  Safety  of  the  Nation,  and  refift  and  oppofe  the 
^  Malice  of  his  Enemies,  who  had  made  themfelves,  by 

*  Land  and  Sea,  much  flronger  than  ever  they  were  be- 

*  fore.  He  defired  therefore  the  Prince,  Prelates,  Dukes, 
^  Earls,  Barons,  and  Commons,  on  the  King's  Behalf, 
^  that  they  would  confult  ab^ut  this  Matter,  and  give 
^  him  fudi  Counfel  and  Aid  as  {hould  feem  to  them 
f  moft  profitable  to  the  Nation,  and  fufficient  to  reduce 

*  the  Power  of  his  Enemies/ 

The  Prince,  and  all  the  reft  of  the  Eftatcs,  confider-     [  313  ^ 
ing  the  great  and  exceffive  Charges  and  Expences  the 
King  was  to  be  at  for  the  Defence  of  the  Nation,  and 
maintaining  the  War  againft  his  Enemies,  granted  him 
the  former  Subfidies  on  WooU,  Leather,  and  Wooll- 
fells,  for  two  Years  longer,  to  begin  at  Michaelmas  laft 
paft,  viz.  of  every  Sack  of  WooU  that  was  fhipp'd  out 
of  England^  2/.  3i.  4^.  of  every  twelve  Dozen  of 
Wooll-fells,  as  much  5  of  every  Laft  of  Leather,  5/.  of 
Denizens,  befides  the  old  Cuftom :  Of  Foreigners,  four 
Marks  on  every  Sack,  befides  the  old  Cuftom ;  as  much 
on  every  twelve  Dozen  of  Wooll-fclls ;  and  5/.  6j.  8^. 
on  everv  Laft  of  Leather,  or  eight  Marks.   But  whereas 
the  faid  Subfidy  and  Cuftom,  fo  granted,  could  not  be 
fiifficient  for  the  great  Expence  and  Charge  theKmg^japply  ^rant- 
was  to  be  at,  for  the  Caufes  aforefaid,  as  it  was  plainly  ed  on  that  Ac- 
made  out  to  them,  the  faid  Eftates  moreover  granted  a^^^°^* 
Fifteenth  for  one  Year,  to  be  levied  as  the  laft. 

On  the  23d  of  November  the  faid  Lords  and  Com-. 
mons  again  aflembled  in  the  fThiu  Chamber ;  when  the 
Chancellor  declared  to  the  King  *  how  kind  the  Parlia- 

*  ment  had  been  to  him,  in  granting  him  the  faid  Subfi- 
f  dies  and  Fifteenth/  who  very  heartily  thanked  them 

for 
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K,  EMitMrd  III  for  their  great  Aid ;  and  then  the  Peti tiont  of  Ac  Ccno^ 
mens  were  read  and  anfwered  according  to  Cuflom* 

In  this  Parliament  an  Ordinance  was  made,  too  re* 
markabie  to  be  pafs'd  over  without  mentioning :  It  feemv 
the  King  bad  been  informed  that  ibme  Sherifis  and 
Under-Sherifft  of  Coonties  had  returned  tbemfelvea  for 
Parliament,  and  alfo  that  many  Lawyers  had  crept  ia 
for  Cities  and  Boroughs,  to  the  fame  End ;  to  remedy 
which  Evil,  as  it  is  called,  the  following  Oidinance  waa 
brought  in,  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  King  and  Par* 
liament: 

*  'TTI /"Hereas  the  People  of  the  Law,  who  Mkrt^ 

*  VV    <ii^>^  Bufinefles  in  the  King's  Courts  for  par- 

*  ticular  Perfons,  as  their  ProAors  or  Sotlicitors,  vrA 

*  caufe  many  Petitions  to  be  exhibited  in  Parliament,  in 
^  the  Name  of  the  Commons,  which  do  not  at  all  con- 
^  cem  them,  but  only  the  parttaidar  Perfens  whofe  Bu* 

*  finefs  they  follow ;  Sberi£&  alfo,  who  are  common  Mi- 
^  nifters  of  the  People,  and  oueht  to  mind  their  Office, 
^  by  which  they  ought  to  do  Right  to  every  one,  are 
^  named,  and  have  been  before  this  Time  returned  in 
^  Parliament,  Knights  of  Counties,  by  themfelves,  being 
^  Sheriffs :  It  is  accorded  and  aftnted  to  in  this  Parlta- 
^  ment,  That,  for  the  future,  no  Man  of  the  Law,  fol- 

*  lowing  Bufmefs,  or  pradifmg  in  the  King's  Cdurts, 
^  nor  SherifF,  for  the  Time  he  is  Sheriff,  may  be  renuti'd 
^  or  accepted  for  Knights  of  Counties  \  nor  fliall  any 

*  Lawyers  or  Sheriffs,  for  the  future,  retum'd  toParlia- 

*  ment,  have  any  Wages/ 

The  great  Lord  Coh  ^  take'  up  the  Cudgels  here  in 
Defence  of  praftifing  Lawyers  fitting  in  Parliament,  by 
catching  at  the  WoJtl  Ordiname ;  which,  he  fays,  dif- 
fers from  a  Statute  or  A&  of  Parliament.  It  is  true  that 
it  does  fo,  as  we  have  explained  at  p«3i5  ;  but  yet  there 
are  many  Inftances,  in  fuccecding  Parliaments,  where 
they  both  mean  the  fame ;  and,  in  this  before  us,  this 
.Ordinance  had  all  the  SanfKon  of  an  Afk  of  Parliament, 
and,  no  Doubt,  was  underftood  fo  in  thofe  Days. 

But,  to  take  Leave  of  the  Parliament  we  are  upon, 
the  King  gave  the  Knights  of  Shires  Leave  to  depart, 

and 

2  Cokit  4  Jnft,  fol,  10  et  48, 
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mnd  file  out  Writs  far  tKeir  Wages  and  Expellees;  \mi^^ Edward m* 
Che  Citizens  and  Burgefles  were  commanded  to  ftay. 
When  they,  being  again  ailembied  the  fame  Day  before 
the  Prince,  Prelates,  and  Lords,  granted,  for  the  fafe 
convojingof  their  Ships  and  Goods,  a  Cuftom  of  2 x. 
<^  every  Tun  of  Wtne  imported  or  exported  out  of  the 
Kingdom,  and  6d.  in  the  Pound  on  all  their  Goods  of 
Merchandize  for  one  Year  K 

On  the  2jfi  of  Novmbtr^  the  next  Year,  another 
Parliament  met,  bv  Summons,  at  Wtftmlnfttr  '•  In  the 
Writs  to  the  Sheriffs  were  thefe  unufual  Claufes,  occa- 
fioned,  for  fure,  by  what  pafled  in  the  laft,  vi%.  *  To 
^  cauie  to  be  chofen  two  dubb'd  Knights,  pr  the  moft 
^  worthy,  honeft,  and  dtfereet  Efquires  of  that  County, 

*  ibe  mifl  expert  in  Feats  of  Arms^  and  no  others;  and 

*  of  every  City  two  Citizens,  of  every  Borough  two  Bur-     [  314  ] 

*  gefies,  difcreet  and  fufficient,  and  [tuh  ^vbo  had  the 

*  greateft  Skill  in  Shipping  and  Merchandizing. 

The  King,  Prince,  Prelates,  Earls,  Barons,  GreatAnnoRegm47i 
Men,  and  Commons,  being  aflembled  in  the  Painted-       1373. 
Chamber y  Sir  John  Knivety  fx)rd-Chancellor,  declared  At  fTeflmiMfierm 
the  Caufe  of  the  Summons ;  telling  the  Lords  and  Com- 
mons ",  *  They  knew  very  well  that,  after  the  Peace 

*  between  the  King  and  his  Adverfaries  of  France  had 

*  been  apparently  broken  by  them,  the  King  had  many 

*  Times  fent  great  Armies  abroad  to  recover  his  Rights, 
^  and  to  reftrain  the  Malice  of  his  Enemies  ;  and  lately 

*  had  fent  his  Son,  the  King  of  Ca/lile  and  Leon  and 

*  Duke  of  Lancajiery  with  many  Lords  and  others,  to  op* 

*  pofe  the  Attempts  of  the  French^  who,  by  their  good 

*  and  noble  Conduct,  and  Feats  of  Arms,  had  done  great  • 

*  Damages  and  Deftru6lton  to  his  Adverfaries,  as  they 

*  well  knew,  to  the  no  fmall  Honour  of  the  King,  and  the 

*  Peace  and  Tranquillity  of  the  Kingdom.  That,  befides 

*  the  Sum  Ranted  by  the  laft  Parliament  to  the  King  in 

*  Aid  of  thefe  Wars,  great  and  heavy  as  it  was  upon  the 
^  People,  he  had  expended  a  great  Sum  of  his  own  more 

*  than  that  Subfidy  came  to.     Further,  the  Lords  and 

'  others, 

%  Rot.  Pari.  ^SEdw,  IIT.  N^.  i,  2,  3,  9,  13.  This  proves  that  tbo 
Citixens  and  Burgefles,  in  Parliament,  were  Mcfchancs  ana  Traders  in 
ibofe  Days. 

1  t*endfptain  de  Seignt  Rfmon.    Edmund. 

«  He  begins  hii  Speech^  Sir  a,  tt  v9vs  di  la  Ctmnum^ 


% 
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KtBiwdrHU.^  Others,  who  had  ventured  their  Lives  and  Fortunes  tei 

*  defend  them  from  their  Enemies,  ought  to  be  well  re- 
^  freflied  and  comforted' with  Force  and  Aid,  and  that 

*  with  as  much  Speed  as  poffible,  as  was  well  known  to 
^  many  of  this  AfTembly  who  had  been  in  the  fame  Con- 
^  dition  themfelves ;  Aifo,  that  their  Enemy  of  Franct 
^  made  himfelf  as  ftropg  as  he  could,  not  only  by  his  own 

*  People  and  Allies,  but  by  Strangers  of  different  Coun- 
^  tries,  and  by  all  the  Ways  he  was  able,  both  by  Land 
^  and  Sea.  Wherefore  the  King  charged  and  befought 
^  them,  confidering  the  Dangers  that  migTSt  happen  to 
^  the  Kingdom  for  thefe  Caufes,  that  they  would  fpeediiy 
^  confult  upon  the  Matter,  and  give  the  King  fuch  Ad- 
^  vice  as  might  be  for  the  Safety  of  him,  the  Nation,  and 

*  themfelves  ;  and  as  foon  as  poffible,  becaufe  the  Sea- 

*  fon  of  the  Year  for  Adion  was  now  approaching. 
^  Laftly,  the  King  told  them  by  him,  that  this  Bufinefs 

*  required  a  very  fpeedy  Difpatch  ;  and  that  he  defired 

*  that  all  Manner  of  Petitions,  and  other  particular  Af- 

*  fairs,  might  be  poftponed  untill  this  had  a  good  liTue. 

*  After  which,  he  commanded  the  Commons  to  confidcr 
C  3^5  J      *  and  give  their  Advice  upon  the  Points  abovefaid  j  tell- 

*'  ing  them,  they  might  depart  for  that  Day,  and  come 

*  again  in  the  Morning/ 

During  this  Confultation,  a  Committee  of  Commons 
was  fent  to  the  Lords,  in  the  Name  of  the  reft,  to  de- 
fire  thev  might  have  fome  Bifhops^  Earls,  and  BaronSt 
with  wnom  they  might  treat  ana  confer,  for  the  better 
IfTue  of  the  Matter  en^ned  them.  They  named  die 
Bi(hops  of  Lending  Wmcbiftiry  and  Bath  and  IVells  \  the 
Earls  of  ArundeUj  Marcb^  and  Salijbury ;  and  the  Lords 
•  Guy  Brian  and  Henry  U  Scr^e ;  and  it  was  agreed  that 

they  (hould  go  to  the  Commons,  and  treat  with  them 
in  the  Chamberlain's  Chamber.    This  Confulution  laft« 
cd  a  whole  Week,  that  is,  to  the  Eve  of  St.  Andnwy  or 
tT^Um'^LNivember  29  j  on  which  Day  the  Kine,  BiCbops,  Lords, 
^k»  and  Commons,  being  again  aflembled  in  the  tVbiu 

Chamber^  the  Commons  deliver'd  to  the  King  a  Schedule, 
containing  an  Aid  granted,  which  was  read,  beginning 
thus.  The  Lordi  and  Commons  of  England  have  granted 
to  the  Kingy  in  ibis  prefent  Parliament^  a  Fifieentb^  &c. 
the  Subftance  of  which  Grant  was  two  Fifteenths  to  be 
levied  in  (wo  Years,  according  to  the  antient  Manner, 
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Co  be  paid  at  CandUmas  and  Miifumm9r\  and  if  theK^JSioMv^lUi 
War  ended  the  fiift  Year>  the  fecond  Fifteenth  not  to 
be  paid.  Alfo,  Sixpence  upon  every  Pound  of  Mer* 
chandize  coming  in  or  going  out  of  the  Kingdom,  ex- 
cept upon  Wool),  Leatlier,  WooU-fells,  and  Wine; 
of  every  Tun  of  Wine  2  x.  for  two  Years,  on  the  fame 
Condition ;  likewife  the  Su'bHdy  on  Wooll  to  be  re- 
ceived after  Michailmas^  without  Condition  for  the  firft 
Year,  but  under  the  fame  Condition  for  the  fecond*  « 

Thefe  Subfidies  were  granted  pn  Provifo,  that  no  <^et 
Charge  or  hiipofltion  ihoutd  be  laid  upon  the  People  for 
thofe  two  Years.  Laftly,  the  Commons  prayed.  That 
what  was  granted  might  be  fpent  in  maintaining  th« 
Wars:  That  they  might  have Cbmmiffions  fent  into 
•very  County  without  paying  for  the  Seals :  And  that  ad  , 
Knights  ofShires  or  £fquires,  Citizens  or  Burgefles,  re^^ 
turned  for  this  Parliament,  might  be  CoUedors  for  this 
Tax*. 

This  Schedule  being  delivered  to  the  Kin|,  was  read     [  316  ] 
before  him,  after  which  the  Commons  requefted  an  An- 
fwer  to  their  Petitions,  which  was  promifed ;  the  chief 
Whereof  were  thefe : 

PitiiUfH.  '  That  the  Great  Charter  and  Cbarten  ofPetidont  of  tha 
«  the  Foreft  be  kept.  Commoni,  upoa 

Anfwer.  It  pUafeth  the  King.  5^X10*2. 

Pitithn.  ^  That  the  City  of  London,  and  all  other 
f  Cities  and  Towns,  may  enjoy  their  Liberties,  any  Su<* 

*  tute  notwithftandinsu^ 

-    Anfwer.  Lit  any  ^ew  the,  Bnacbss  in  particular^  and 
they  Jhall  he  anfwired. 

Petition.  ^  That  the  Staplc.be  kept inCIsAnx,  and  no 

*  Patent  or  Grant  be  made  to  the  contrary. 

Anfwer.  The  King  will  aptoint  the  Stapli  as  to  bint 
and  his  Council  Jhall  feem  keft. 

Petition.  ^  Certain  Counties,  there  named,  do  pray, 
«  That,  for  their  eafier  Carriage  of  Woolls,  a  Staple 
^  may  be  at  Lynn. 

Anfwer.  The  King  granted  thereto^  fi  that  Jiill  ibg 
Staple  at  Yarmouth  Jhall  continue. 

Vol.  I.  Y  Petition. 

•  Rot.  Pari.  47Edw,  III.  N^.  4,  5,  is.  JhnJgmtHt,  p.  X16.  Fropi 
lieoce  ic  apiiean,  deinoaftratively,  to  have  been  tfaeSeafe  of  Pftrliamuiti  ia 
thoCe  D^ys,  That  fuch  who  had  a  Vote  in  the  grtoting  of  a  Tax,  (hould 
have  no  Share  in  the  collecting  of  it  {  and  that  cpok^ucniiy  %  fiete^BiU 
if  no  Novelty  ia  tho  CosftitntioAt 
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K.EdwMrdm.     Petition.  <  That  as  for  the  Tythc  of  Wood  abbvff 

*  twenty  Years  Growth,  it  may  be  enadcd.  That  no 

<  Tythe  (hall  be  due,  and  that  in  all  fuch  Cafes  a  Pio- 

<  htbition  may  be  granted. 

Anfwer.  Such  Prohibition  Jball  he  granted  as  hatb 
heretofore  heenufed. 

Petition,  «  That  Remedy  may  be  had  againft  the 

*  King's  Chirographer,  becaufe  he  will  not  engrols  any 
^  Fine  within  the  Term,  untill  the  Foot  of  the  Fine  be 

*  fretted  **,  unlefs  he  may  have  3x«  /^d.  or  4x.  more 

*  than  his  due  Fee  of  41. 

'   Anfwer.  Let  the  Aggrieved  come  to  the  Common^PUas 
and  be  Jball  have  Right. 

Petition.  ^  That  the  Statute  of  Labourers  may  be 

*  executed  four  Times  in  the  Year,  and  that  the  Juflices 

*  may  be  removed  for  not  doing  their  Duty  ^. 

Anfwer.  The  King  grantetb  thereto. 

Petition.  *  That  Villenage  may  be  only  tried  where 

<  U  is  laid,  and  no  where  elfez 

Anfwer.  The  King  meaneth  not  to  alter  the  Law  as  t$ 
this  Point. 
£  3*7  ]         Petition.  <  That  Matters  of  Ships  Ihall  be  paid  their 

<  Wages  for  them  and  their  Mariners,  from  the  Day  of 

*  their  being  appointed  to  ferve  the  King. 

Anfwer.  The  taking  up  of  Ships  Jball  not  he  hut  upon 
Necejftty^  and  the  Payment  Jball  be  reafonable  as  hereto^ 
fore. 

Petition.  ^  The  faid  Mailers  of  Ships  requeft,  that 

*  they  may  have  Allowance  for  the  Tackling  of  their 

*  Ships  worn  out  in  the  King's  Service. 

Anfwer.  Such  Allowance  hath  not  been  made  heretofore., 
Petition.  *  The  Commons  requeft  Remedy  againft 

*  the  Provifions  of  the  Pope,  whereby  he  reaps  the  Firft- 

*  Fruits  of  Ecclefiaftical  Dignities ;  the  Treafure  of  the 

*  Realm  being  thereby  conveyed  away,  which  they  can- 

*  not  bear. 

Anfwer.  The  King  hath  already  honourable  Amhajfa^ 
dors  at  the  Court  of  Rome,  touching  thefe  Grievances^ 
before  whofe  Return  he  cannot  well  anfwer  as  to  that 
Point. 

Petition. 

b  In  the  Ori^al^  Dan$  h  Terwie  fe  la  Pets  dtl  Fynt  efi  trttt.    It  is 
tranflated  as  abore  in  the  AbiidgmeaC,  fed  mn  inteUigiiim9% 
c  See  before,  p.  2^. 
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Piiitim  *  The  Burgcffcs  oi  Brifldl^  in  this  Parlia- R.  .B*wrf  Wi 
^  ment,  require.  That  the  faid  Town,  with  the  Sub* 

*  urbs  thereof,  may  be  a  County  of  itfelf ;  and  that  the 
^  Perambulation  of  the  fiime,  with  the  Bounds  thereof 

*  returned  into  the  Chancery,  with  all  the  Liberties  and 

*  Charters  thereto  granted,  may  be  Confirmed  by  A£t 

*  of  Parliament. 

Anfwer.  The  King  is  content  to  grants  that  tbi  Chartirs^ 
Liberties^  and  Perambulation  aforefaid  may  ki  confirmed 
tinder  the  Great  Seal. 

Petition.  *  That  Remedy  may  be  had,  that  Men  be 

*  not  call'd  into  the  Exchequer  upon  Suggeflion,  with* 
^  out  Procefs,  contrary  to  the  Statute  made  in  the  42d 

*  Year  of  the  King. 

Anfwer.  Let  any  particular  Man  complain  and  he /ball 
jfind  Remedy^ 

But,  notwithftanding  all  thefe  vaft  Subfidies  and  Aidsi 
granted  to  the  King  for  carrying  on  the  French  War, 
Affairs  went  ftill  backward  in  that  Kingdom  ;  the  Par- 
ticulars of  which  might  fwell  this  Hiftory,  but  not  be 
any  Advantage  to  our  Subjeft.— We  meet  with  no 
Parliament  for  near  four  Years  after  the  laft  Period  ; 
when  a  Truce,  and  Treaty  of  Peace  upon  it,  obliged 
the  King  to  call  one,  to  have  their  Advice  on  feveral  [  3>8  } 
xnaterial  Affairs.  The  Wrip  of  Summons  were  dated 
S^W^»^^  the  20th,  to  meet  on  the  12th  oi  February 
following.  But  by  other  Writs,  dated  January  the  20th, 
the  King  thought  fit  to  prorogue  this  rarliament  to  the 
Monday  after  the  Feaft  of  St.  George^  or  the  latter  End 
qI  Aprily  in  the  Year  1376. 

At  the  Time  prefixed,  the  Prelates,  Dukes,  Earls,  Anno  Regnl  504 
Barons,  Knights,  and  Commons,  Judges,  Serjeants  at       '^^^^ 
Law,  ^c,  met  in  the  Painted-Chamber^  before  the  King,  At  Wejhmnfiir^ 
-where  Sir  John  Knivet^  Lord-Chancellor,  opened  the 
Seffions,  which  he  declared  was  for  the  Caufes  follow-* 
ing: 

<  The  firft  and  principal,  was  to  advife  aboHt  the 
«  good  Government  and  Peace  of  the  Realm. 

^  For  the  Defence  and  Safety  of  the  Kingdom  as  well 
<  by  Sea  as  Land. 

Y  2  •To 
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iLMMf/UI.     <To  take  Order  for  the  Maintenance  of  the  War 

<  witb  france^  and  elfewhere ;  and  how  and  in  what 

<  Manner  it  might  be  done,  for  the  bcft  Profit,  qirickeft 
^  Difpatdi,  and  grcateft  Honour  of  the  King  and  King* 

*  dom.* 

>  H6  then  exprefly  told  them.  That  what  the  King  had 
hitherto  done  was  always  with  their  Advice  and  AfEft- 
ance,  for  which  his  Majefty  entirely  thanked  them; 
and  defired  that  they  would  diligently  confult  aboue 
thefe  Matters,  the  Prelates  and  Lords  by  themfelves^ 
and  the  Commons  by  themfelves,  and  give  in  their  An- 
swers as  foon  as  they  conveniently  could. 

The  Commons,  upon  this,  went  to  their  wonted 
Place,  the  Chapter-  Houfc  of  the  Abbey  of  fVeflmtnfteri 
die  Prelates  and  Lords  went  alfe  bv  themfelves,  and 
there  were  ailigned  a  Committee  of  Lords  to  go  to  the 
Commons,  to  treat  and  confer  about  the  King's  De- 
claration. The  Lords  who  were  of  this  Committee, 
were  the  Bifliop^^  of  London^  N9rwUhy  Carlifliy  and  St. 
DavitTt  J  the  Earls  of  March^  Warwick^  Stafford^  and 
SuffhU  J  theXords  Piircy^  Sir  Guy  di  Briany^xx  Henry 
h  Scr9pey  and  Sir  Richard  Staff$rd\  who,  after  due 
Confultation  with  the  Commons,  agreed  upon  a  Grant 
for  a  SubTidy,  the  Preamble  to  which  ran  as  follows  : 

*  The  Lords  and  Commons  aflembled  in  Parliament, 

^  having  Confideration  of  the  very  great  Charges  and 

t  319  ]     *  fixptncea  the  King  hath,  and  muft  be  at  for  the  main* 

*  taintng  of  his  Wars^  and  his  noble  Kftate,  grant  him 
«  theSubfidy  of  Wooll,  Leather,  and  Wooll-fells,  as  it 
^  was  granted  him  in  the  Parliament  holden  at  Wejl-- 

*  minjliry  in  the  fortv-feventh  Year  of  his  Reign,  from 
Anodior  So  Iv*  ^^^  Fcaft  of  St.  Mubael  next  coming,  when  the  Sub- 
rx>  carry  ^^^  ^Y  ^^^  granted  ended,  to  the  End  of  three  Years : 
Wsrs*'             ^  And  the  Commons  humbly  pray  the  King  to  excufe 

^  them,  that  they  have  given  him  no  other  Subfidy  or 
^  Aid  for  his  Wars,  for  that  they  were  brought  fo  low, 

*  and  fo  difabled  by  the  Pcftilence^  the  Murrain  among 
^  their  Beafts,  and  Deftrudion  of  their  Grain  and  other 

^         ^  Fruits  by  bad  Weather,  that  they  could  not  do  more 

*  at  prefent ;  but  promifed,  if  any  extraordinary  Cafe 

<  Ihoidd  happen,  they  would  aid   him  to  the  otmoft 

*  of  their  Power,  as  they  had  done  before,  beyond  all 
*the  Commons  of  the  Worlds  to  their  Liege  Lord.' 

After 
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After  this  the  Commons,  ccmfi^ering  the  great  Da- iC.JUb«i«fliX« 
mages  that  the  Nation  fuftained  by  this  Icmg  and  expen- 
live  War,  reprefented  to  the  ICing  and  Lords,  in  this 
Parlumcnt,  ^  That  it  would  be  for  his  Honour  and 
^  FroAt,  as  alfo  that  of  the  whole  Realm,  which  was 
^  grieved  in  divers  Manners  by  many  Adverfaries,  by 

*  the  Wars  in  France^  Spain^  Inland^  orittanfj  and  elft- 

«  where,  that  the  King's  Council  may  be  augmented  with  ^•^^"'^  ^'^ 

*  fome  Lords,  Prelates,  and  others,  ^  the  Number  of  JhrKii^^<i^. 
^  ten  or  twelve,    who  ibould  be  continually  near  the^nUy* 

*  King  I  fo  as  no  great  Bufineft  might  pais  without  the 
^  Advice  and  Aflent  of  fix,  or  four  of  chem  at  lead,  as 

*  the  Cafe  required'.  To  this  Rcquefi  the  King,  un- 
derftanding  the  Purport  of  it  co  be  as  well  for  the  Ho- 
nour and  Profit  of  himfelf  as  of  the  whole  Kingdooi^ 
readily  copfented :  Provided,  always,  that  the  Chan- 
cellor, Treafurer,  and  Privy  Seal  might  execute  their 
OiBces  withbat  the  Prefen^e  of  any  of  the  faid  Coun* 
fellors,  whom  the  King  w^s  lo  affign,  firem  Time  tm 

Time,  of  fuch  as  be  jjleafed,  who  were  to  be  fworn  to  ) 

keep  this  Ordinance,  to  do  Right  to  every  one  according 

to  their  Power,  wjthout  receiving  any  Reward  for  fo 

doing.     The  reft  of  the  King's  Officers  were  alfo  to 

be  fworn  to  receive  no  Qifts,  rees,  or  Rewards,  other     [3^1 

than  their  Salaries,  Liveries^  and  Travelling  Charges  ^r 

The  further  Proceedings  of  this  Parliament  tal^  up 
feveral  Folio  Pages  in  JoJhuM  Earned  %  Hiftory  of  this 
King's  Reign,  which  he  has  tranflated  from  the  Re- 
cords }  and  which  indeed  are  much  longer  in  themftlvet 
than  of  any  Parliament  we  have  yet  met  with  s  But^ 
as  the  Scope  of  our  Defign  will  not  allow  us  to  be  fo 
particular  as  that  Hiftoriooy  we  fliall  g^vethe  Abftra£b 
of  the  Proceedings  of  thk  Parliam^t  in  a  ihortet 
Manner  from  Bruij  and  Tymly  carefully  compaijed 
with  the  Rolls. 

The  Commons  made  Proteftation,  *  That  diey  oovr  APracetatko^ 

*  were,  and  always  have  been,  and  will  be,  ready  tothe  Comm«it 

«  aid  the  King  with  their  Bodies  and  Goods,  to  the  w- JJ^"^^^*^^^*^- 

*  moft  of  their  Power  ;  yet  if  the  King  had  always  had  Kmg'fMiiufta, 
'*  about  him  loyal  Counfellors  and  good  OfEctrs,  he 

*  had  been  now  rich  in  Treafiire,  fo  that  he  (hould  not 
^  have  needed  fo  much  to  have  charged  his  Subjeds  ^ith 

4  lUt.  Pv.  50  £ii9.  III.  NO,  %,  9,  Uu    fFsymgbmt  f.  ^9. 
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K^MmmT  m. «  (o  great  Sobfidtes,  or  Tallages,  confidering  the  raft 

<  Sujhs  of  Odd  which  were  brought  into  the  Kingdom' 

*  for  the  Ranibm  of  the  Kings  of  France  and  Scotland^ 
«  and  other  Prifoners.'  It  further  feem'd  to  them, « That, 
^  for  the  particular  Profit  and  Advantage  of  feme  pri- 
^  Yate  Peifons  about  the  King,  and  their  Confederates, 

*  the  Realm  was  much  impoveriihed,  and  many  of  the 
;*                  •  Merchants  undone;  whercfpre  they  thought  it  very' 

*  profitable  to  the  King  and  his  whole  Kingdom,  to  have 

<  all  thefe  Things  duly  amended,  fo  Toon  as  might  be/ 
And  farther  the  Commons  promifed  the  Kihg,  <  That^ 

*  if  he  would  do  JufKce  and  fpeedy  Execution  upon  fuch 
^  asihould  be  found  culpable,  and  proceed  with  them  as 

*  Law  and  Reafdn  requited,  they  would  undertake  be 
^  ihould  be  fo  rich  as  to  be  able  to  maintain  his  Wars, 

*  and  fiipport  his  other  Affairs  for  a  long  Time,  without 

*  3]jy  great  Charge  to  the  Commons/ 

They  then  propounded  three  efpecial  Points  to  be 
inquired  into  and  amended. 
[  321  ]  *  Firji^  Whereas  the  Staple  bf  Wooll,  and  other 
Staple  Merchandizes  and  Bullion,  was  lately  ordain'd, 
in  Parliament,  to  be  at  Calais^  and  no  where  elfe,  for 
the  great  Profit  of  the  King  and  Kingdom,  the  Advan- 
tage and  Amendment  of  the  Town,  for  the  Concourfe 
of  Merchants,  and  their  continual  Refidence  there ;  the 
faid  Staple,  Bullion,  and  Trade  was  removed  from 
>  thence,  and  like  to  be  iofl,  bv  the  Procurement  and 
Counfel  of  the  faid  particular  rerfons  about  die  King, 
and  their  Confederates,  for  their  own  Profit,  to  the 
great  Dabfiage  and  Prejudice  of  the  King  and  hid 
Realm,  and  3ie  DeftruflHon  of  the  Town  of  Calais  *. 
*  Secondly^  Whereas  the  King  had  need  of  divers  Sums 
of  Money  for  his  Wars  and  otherwife ;  fome  Perfons, 
by  Confent  and  Contrivance  of  the  faid  particular  Per- 
fons  about  him,  made  Agreement  for  divers  Sums  to 
the  Ufe  of  the*  King  upon  Ufury,  taking  more  from 
him  for  Intereft  than  they  bargained  for,  to  the  Deceit 
and  grievous  Damage  of  the  King.  ^ 

*  Thirdly^ 

«  In  the  CoUedkm  of  Fnbtic  Affi  is  the  Order  fvtm  the  Ring  and  Par- 
liamenty  for  ilridUy  keeping  the  Staple  at  Calais^  wherein  thefe  Coouxioy 
dities  are  mentioned  to  be  exported  thither  tVom  this  Kingdoau 

—  Ordiftaverimus  quod  Stapuh  ncfira  Lanetrutky  Ceriomwi^  tt  TtUium 
ianataruMf  ntc  nen  Pluwthi^  Stanwi,  et  Pannorum  vocattrum  WoiAedet.  ac 
Cafei,  Buhri,  Plunue,  Cauiif,  MciUSf  Fctparioe,  tt  Cefu  To<b.  VII, 
^.  ii8.  AMMXn^t 
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^  Tbirdfyy  Whereas  the  King  was  Debtor  to  direnK,  SdmvilU^ 
^  People  upon  Record  in  great  Suhis,  feveral  h^d^  by  Af- 

*  fent  and  Contrivance  of  the  faid  Peribos,  bargain'd  with 
^  his  Creditors  for  the  tenths  twentieth^  or  hundredth 

*  Penny ;  and  procured  the  King  to  pay  the  whole  Debt^ 

*  in  Deceit  of  the  Kiog  and  his  Creditors,  for  the  par- 

*  ticuiar  Profit  of  them^kea  and  Confederates.' 

Upon  thefe  Articles  feveral  were,  impeach'd  by  the  impeachments  in 
Commons ;  as  Richard  LjQn^  Merchant  of  London  andConfequence 
Farmer  of  the  King's  Subfidy,  and  the  Lord  Latinur^^^* 
his  Confederate,  wlro  were  imprifon'd  and  disfranchis'd, 
and  render'd  incapable  of  bearing  anv  Office  under  the 
King,  or  to  approach  his  Council  or  Court,  befides  their 
Goods  and  Chattels  being  feized  into  the  King's  Hands.     ' 

The  Commons  farther  petitioned, '  That  Juftices  of 
^  the  Peace  might  be  named  in  every  County  by  the 
'  Lords  and  Knights  of  the  faid  County  in  Parliaments 

*  and  fworn  before  the  King's  Council,  and  not  to  be     [  322  ] 

*  removed  without  Confent  of  Parliament ;  and  that  they 

*  might  be  allowed '  reafonaUe  Fees.  The  King's 
^  Anfwer  was,  ^  They  (hould  be  named  by  him  and 
^  his  continual  Council  s  and  as  to  Fees  he  would  con- 

*  fider  of  it.' 

This  Parliament  fat«  from  the  Time  above-mentioned 
of  their  Meeting,  to  the  6th  Day  of  July  following :  A  _  ^  > 
longer  SeiBon  than  any  we  have  yet  met  with ;  and  *  ' 
really  the  Multiplicity  of  Bufinefs  done  in  it,  as  in  Im- 
peachments, C^r.  beftdes  the  Petitions  of  the  CommonSy 
which  of  themfelves  amoimted  to  223  feparate  Articles, 
will  make  it  a  Matter  of  Wonder,  now,  how  fo  much 
could  be  gone  thro'  in  fo  little  Time.  Add  to  this,  that 
the  King  falling  fick  at  Elibam^  the  whole  Parliament 
adjourn'd  thither,  where  all  the  Petitions  of  the  Com-- 
mons  were  read  and  anfwercd  at  that  Place.  And  to 
ihew  that  all  the  People  of  England  were  well  pleafed 
with  the  Proceedings  of  this  Parliament,  it  was,  for  9L 
long  Time  after,  called  the  Good  Parliament  ^ 

About  this  Time  Alia  Pierce^  or  Pernrs^  the  King's  The  Commont 
Miftrcfs,  as  (he  is  call'd,  had  fuch  an  Afcendency  over  J^2«i.°oflh^ 
him,  that  (he  had  the  Affurancc  not  only  to  intermeddle  King's  Miftrda 
with  public  AfFairs,  but  alfo  to  appear  and  fit  in  the  in  public  Aftairi. 
Courts  of  Judicature,  both  Civil  and  Ecclefiaftical,  and 

publickly 

i  HglUnsfieadf  ^•4105  Fahian,  115  ^  5iowe,  z^u 
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%. Bim0rilU.^tKWj  defend  thofe  Caufes  flie  had  undertaken  te» 
promote :  And  therefore,  for  the  great  Scandal  and  Re* 
torcMich  it  caft  vpon  the  King  and  his  Oovemment  in 
foreign  Coantries,  the  Commons  had  parttcularlj  pe- 
titioned for  htk  Removal  from  the  Kine's  Perfon,  thd' 
it  feems  this  Petition  had  no  greK  EflFeA;  for,  not  long 
itfter  the  Difl<»lution  of  this  Parliament,  flte  was  agaib 
teftored  to  the  King's  Favour,  and  to  that  Degree,  as 
to  be  revenged  upon  her  Enemies  ;  for  (he  procured  Sir 
Piter  de  la  Matt  to  be  committed  clofe  Prifbncr  to  SoU 
iingbahi  GaiUe,  where  he  lay  till  the  Beginning  of  the 
itext  Reign ;  and  that  for  no  other  Reafon,  but  becaufe 
le  had  fpfoke  too  fieely  againft  this  ^iia  Purct  in  the 
fcrte  Parlianient  *. 

This  Year  was  defigned  to  have  been"  celebrated  aa 
another  Yekr  of  Jubilee,  by  Kiig  Edward^  being  the 
50th  of  hf9  Reign  •».     But  it  proved  tar  otherwife  thah 
nk  "Detth  of    a  Jubilee  to  him,  by  the  Death  of  hi**  eldcft  Son  Edward 
Mdwmrd  tlvj      Prince  of  fTaiiSy  the  greati  ft  and  moft  fuccffsful  War- 
Bloik  Frina.     j.j^  ^  j|j^  ^g^      H^  himfelf  never  faw  another  Year  ; 
and,  being  grown  very  old,  and  weak  both  in  Body  and 
Mind^  John  Duke  of  Lancafier^  now  his  eldeft  Son.  go- 
verned  both  him  and  the  Kingdom  at  his  Pleafure  '• 
This  P^ind^,  beifig  of  a  haughty  and  proud  Difpofition» 
f  j2t  1     was  no  ways   pleafing  to  the  Commons ;  and  it  is 
thought,  by  Hiftorians,  had  an  Eye  to  the  Succeffion 
^  ^er  his  Father's  Deceafe.    Whether  the  old  King  fu- 

<A>eAed  this  or  not  is  uncertain ;  but,  in  Compliance  with 
die  Petition  of  all  the  Eftates,  in  the  laft  Parliament,  he 
did,  by  his  Letters  Patent,  immediately  after  create  his 
Hit  Son  JticUffi^^^^^^^  Richard^  Prince  of  f/^ales^  Duke  of  Cornwall 
tliiercupon  de-  and  Earl  of  Chefter^  as  his  Father  had  been  before  him; 
dired  Hdr  Ap-  upon  which,  fays  Froifart^  he  declared  to  the  Duke  of 
^^^  'Lancajler  and  the  reft  of  his  Sons,  that  Prince  Richard 

Vfzs  of  Right  to  reign  over  them.  Moreover,  on  Chrift^ 
maS'Day  following,  the  King  dining  in  State,  placed  him 

St 

t  Sir  Fttek^  de  U  Mare  wts  a  HerefofJjbirt  Gentleman,  and  Knight  of 
ike  Shire  for  that  County ;  but  no  Sne^iker  of  the  CorouAont  in  this  Par- 
liament>  as  JValJingbam  and  otherx  after  him  relate. 

h  There  \t  an  Ad  oi  Grace  pafTcd  this  Year,  called  the  yuBilee,  in  the 
Statutit  at  hrie.  An  R*g.  50,  and  confirmed  in  the  fii ft  of  Richard  II. 

i  Contrary  to  theDefign  of  the  laft  Parliament,  who  had  provided.  That, 
lince  the  King,  thro*  Age  and  Wcaknefs,  was  undble  to  govern,  twelve  of 
the  moft  fage  and  difcreet  Lords,  fix  at  a  Time,  ftioold  diTpoie  of  all  Na- 
Cionil  Affiurs  ojider  him*    Kenuet  in  Daeiei,  p,  23a* 
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If  tfie  Table  above  all  bis  Sons^  to  fltew  them  that  h^K.Mdm»d itt* 
defigned  him  for  his  Succefibr  ^. 
'  The  ktc  Trace  being  ended  betwixt  France  and  Eng^ 
imtd^  and  the  Government  here  having  Notice  of  a  DeW 
iign  forming  againft  them  by  the  Fnnth  King,  in  ordet 
to  invade  England^  ahd  that  he  had  made  a  frelfa  Al* 
liance*  with  CaftiU  and  Scotland  for  that  Purpofe,  ih 
tirder  to  prevent  this,  and  to  make  ail  neceflary  Prepa* 
fations  for  a  War,  the  King  ifliied  out  Writs  for  a  Par- 
liament to  meet  the  27th  of  January  next  coming,  at 
WiJlminJUr^  But  the  poor  old  King  was  then  fo  indif- 
pofed  as  hot  to  be  able  to  appear ;  and  a  Commiffioti 
vas  granted  to  Richard  Prince  of  ^alis,  who  was  theft 
ftbout  ten  Years  of  Age,  to  hold  the  Parliament  in  bii 
Siead^ 

At  the  Day  of  their  Meeting,  in  the  Pahmd'Chambir^  ^^^^  j^^ 
the  young  Prince  fitting  in  the  King's  own  Seat,  Dr.        1377. 
'^dam  Houghun^  Bifbop  of  St.  David's^  Lord -Chancel-  ^^  mjhTunBfr* 
lor,  made  a  Speech  to  the  Aflembly,  in  the  Nature  of  a 
Sermon^  upon  this  ftrange  Text,  Tg  fitffitt  Fools  gladly^     [  324  1 
feeing  that  ye  yourfehes  are  Wife.     TheJVppKcation  hfe 
tnad^  of  his  Subjed  was,  ^  That  they,  being  wife,  de- 
^  fired  to  hear  him  who  was  the  contrary ;'  he  proceed^ 
cd  with  Scripture,  and  faid,  *  That  as  a  Meflenger  wh6 

*  bringeth  joyful  Tidings  is  welcome,  fo  ought  he  to  b6 
<  now,  fince  he  brought  them  the  joyful  News  of  the 
^  King's  happy  Recovery  from  a  dangerours  Sicicnefs/ 
From  hence  he  took  Occafion  to  argue,  «  That  God 

*  loved  the  King  and  the  Realm  ;  the  King,  becaufe, 

*  ^0$  diligit  cafiigat^  whom  the  Lord  loveth  he  chaften- 

*  eth  ;  and  further,  from  that  of  the  Pfalmift,  Uxor  tua 
^  ftcut  Vitis  abtmdans  in  Lateribus^  thy  Wife  (ball  be  as 

*  the 

k  Fr$ifMrt*%  Words  are  thefe :  And  after  the  Tet^  tfSt,  Michael,  vtben 
the  Ohjtfuy  of  the  Prince  was  dene  and  Jynifiedf  then  the  Kptg  of  Englande 
made  tc  he  knowen  to  his  Sonnes,  the  Duke  of  Lancaftre,  the  Erie  ef  Cam* 
bridge,  and  to  the  Lord  Thomas,  the  yemgeft^  and  to  all  Barons^  ErIeSp 
frelmts,  and  Knigbtes  of  Englaode,  bine  that  the  yenge  Richarde  /houide 
he  Kyng  after  bis  Difceafe  s  And  Jo  eauftd  them  ail  to  fwere  Ulemly  f 
maynteyne  him  ;  and  on  Chriftmafs-Day  the  Kyng  made  hym  to  jytte  at  his 
^able  abwe  all  bis  own  Children,  in  great  Eftate  j  refrefeittyng  that  he 
Jb«tilde  he  Kyng  after  bis  Difceafe,  Froifariz  Chrtniete^  tranflated  by  Sir 
John  Bourehier,  ICnight,  tendon  1525,  fol.  cxcvi. 

I  Thit  Commiffion  to  Richard  Prince  oi  Wales,  called  there  Filius  nofier 
larijfimus,  is  in  Rymer^s  Feed,  Tom.  VII,  p.  134*  Dat,  afud  Haveryai^ 
[m  Ejj'ex]  vicejmo  fext^  Die  Januariit 
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K.  Mdvmd  IH^ « the  fruitful  Vine,  fcTr.  and  from  thence  he  (hewed  Asit 

*  no  Chriftian  Prince  could  be  fe  happy  $  which  Happi- 

*  nefs  he  exaggerated  from  another  Quotation^  Ut  vidtas 
■^  Filios  Filiorumj  thou  (halt  fee  thy  Children's  Children; 

*  which  the  King  now  had  the  Pleafure  to  fee :  That 

*  God  lov'd  the  Realm  he  proved  from  the  Recovery  of 
r^  fo  renown'd  a  Prince ;  the  faid  Recovery  happemng  ia 
-^  the  50th  Year  of  his  Reign ;  the  Year  of  Jubilee,  the 

*  Year  of  Joy  for  his  faid  Recovery ;  of  Joy,  becaufe  he 
5  would  thereby  impart  unto  his  Subjeds  Bl€ffio|s,  as 
•*  well  fpiritual  as  temporal,  all  bodily  Comforts :  Thea 
.*  from  a  Similitude,  That  although  the  Head  be  found, 
^  if  fome  particular  Member  of  the  Body  be  difeafed,  the 
.^  fame  infe^d  Part  can  receive  no  Virtue,  Benefit,  or 

*  Remedy  from  the  Head ;  fo  he  inferred  that  the  King 

*  being  now  the  found  Head,  and  willing  to  fhew  Grace 
^  and  Favour  to  his  Subje^b,  they  oiieht  to  qualify  them- 

*  fclves  a-righc  by  approving  their  LK>yaIty  found  an4 
^  uncorrupted ;  and   therefore  he   perfuaded  fuch,  as 

*  would  be  Partakers  thereof,  to  conform  tbemfelves, 
^  by  having  Love  and  Charity,  without  which  he  pro-- 

*  ved,  by  St.  Pauij  nothing  would  av^il/ 

After  the  Prelate  had  thus  preached  up  Loyalty  to  the 
whole  Audience,  he  addreifed  himfdf,  particularly,  to 
the  Lords,  and  told  them,  ^  what  Reafon  they  had  to 
thinic  the  King  lov'd  them  dearly,  fince,  amongft  other 

tracious  Tokens  of  his  Good*will,  he  had,  upon  their 
.equefts,  fince  the  laft  Parliament,  advanced  the  Lord 

*  Richard  J  there  prefent^  to  be  Prince  oi  Wales.  Then 
he  proceeded  to  (hew  what  Caufe  they  bad  to  cberifli 
the  faid  Prince,  by  ofFering  unto  him,  as  the  Wife  Men 
did  to  Chri/iy  all  Honour,  by  prefenting  him  Gold,  in 
Token  of  Riches  and  Renown,  and  Myrrh,  in  Token 
of  his  honourable  Sceptre ;  flnce  even  the  Pagans  were 
ufed  to  throw  abroad  Money  at  the  Approach  of  any 
of  their  Princes.'  He  Infifted,  *  That  the  faid  Prince 
(hould,  without  all  Rancour,  be  embraced  with  their 
Hands  and  Hearts,  even  as  Simeon  embraced  Cbrijt^ 
becaufe  their  Eyes  had  now  feen  that  which  their  Hearts 
had  much  longed  for;  that  they  ought  to  obey  him  as 
the  Vicar  and  Legate  of  God,  that  they  might  fee 
the  true  Peace  of  Ifrael^  viz,  here  in  England^  the 
Inheritahce  of  God  i  of  which  many  Vidories  had 

♦  allured 
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*  afliired  him  there  was  no  finall  Hope  "/  Laftly,  and  K.  Eip)ard  in. 
which  was  much  more  to  the  Purpofe,  he  declared 

the  Caufe  of  fummoning  this  prefent  Parliament  to  be^ 

*  for  that  the  Fretich  King,  under  Colour  of  the  Truce, 

*  granted  by  the  Kin2  at  the  Mediation  of  the  Pope,  yet 
^  enduring,  had  allied  himfelf  both  to  the  Spaniards  and 
^  ScotSy  the  King's  Enemies,  and  had  prepared  great 
^  Quantities  of  Arms  and  powerful  Armies,  thereby^ 

*  confpiring  to  blot  out  the  Englijh  Tongue  and  Name 

*  from  under  Heaven.  In  which  Cafe  the  King  requir'a 
^  their  faithful  Counfel,  and  he  prayed  them  to  confillt 
«  together  for  that  Purpofe,  that  the  King  might  have 

*  their  Anfwer  as  (bon  as  poffible  ^. 

After  the  Lord- Chancellor  had  ended  his  long  Ha-' 
rangue,  which  the  Reader  will  find  favours  much  of  the 
Court-Sycophant,  and  of  worfhiping  the  rifmg  Sun,  he 
was  feconded  by  Sir  Robert  AJhton^  the  King's  Cham- 
berlain **,  and  £ord  High  Treafurer  of  England^  who  [  326  ] 
£iid,  *  That  he  had  a  particular  Charge  to  move  to  them 

*  from  the  King,  for  the  Profit  of  the  Realm ;  thatbe- 

*  caufe  divers  Uiiirpations  were  by  the  See  of  Rome  made 

*  upon  the  King,  his  Crown  and  Realm,  as  by  par- 

*  ticular  Bill  in  this  Parliament  (hould  be  declared,  he 

*  required  them  to  feek  Redrefs  ;  yet  the  King  at  the 

*  fame  Time  protcftcd,  that  he  was  ready  to  do  all  that 

*  he  ought  to  fatisfy  his  Holinefs  about  it/  And  after 
the  ufual  Form  of  receiving  Petitions  from  the,  different 
Parts  of  the  King's  Dominions,  and  appointing  the 
Tryers  of  them,  the  Commons  were  defired  to  repair  to 
Ae  Chapter- Houfe  oi  IVeftminfter  Abbey,  thcite  to  treat 
and  advife  how  a  fitting  Reftftance  might  be  made  agrainft 
the  Enemies  of  the  Nation,  for  the  Safety  of  the  King, 
Kingdom,  Navy,  and  themfclves;  and  how  Money  might 
be  moft  fpeedily  raifed  with  the  leaft  Grievance  of  the 
People.  Certain  Lords,  as  before,  were  alfo  named^ 
from  Time  to  Time,  to  confer  with  the  Commons, 
i^t  their  better  Direction  and  Information. 

The 

■  »  V^  An^li  adMvnachum  ^egn  Statum  Jipkrantem,  oh  txthSam  Rt' 
giam  Prpfsfiam,  Regnum  Anglorum  eft  Rcgnum  Deij  Oeut  piovidebit  prA 
iuo  Rpgno. 


t 


Abridgment  of  die  Recdrds,  yfn.  ci  Edw,  III.  p.  144,  &c, 

Tyrrei  obfervei,  that  the  Prelate  had  the  AddreTs  to  break  ofF  what 

1^  Ufurpations  of  the  Pope  came  in  Queftion  ;  and  thereibre  this  Part  of 

t^ie  Harangue^  relating  to  Papal  ProvifionSi  wai  left  to  be  ipanaged  bjr  a 
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K.  EdvtMfd  III.  The  R^fult  of  thefe  Conrtiltatioos  was,  that»  to  mAu'^ 
A  Poll-T  ^"  *^^  King's  Wars,  and  the  great  Charge  he  wouUl 
fraBte4«  he  at  for  them,  and  the  necefiary  Defence  €>f  the  King<- 

dom,  the  Lords  and  Commons  granted  him  41/.  by  wajr 
of  Poll  from  every  Perfon  of  the  Kingdom,  Male  and 
Female,  above  fourteen  Years  of  Age,  except  mere 
B^ars  \  and  moft  humbly  pray'd  their  Liege  Lord« 
Tnat  he  would  pjeafe  to  excufe  them  that  they  could 
^rant  him  no  greater  Subfidy,  being  moft  willing  ta 
lave  done  it  ^  but  that  they  were  fo  impovenfti'd  of 
^  late  by  great  LoiTcs  at  Sea,  and  otherwife,  that  thejr 
'  were  not  able  at  prefent  to  do  more. 

Anci  the  Commons  prayed  the  King,  <  That  be  would 
\  pleafe  to  name  two  Earls  and  two  Barons  for  his  Trea- 
^  furers,  as  weH  of  this  Sobfidy,  as  of  that  the  Clergy 
^  was  yet  to  grant,  and  alfo  of  the  lateSubfidy  on  WooUs^ 
^  Pells,  and  Leather,  granted  the  laft  Parliament  ^  an4 
*'  that  they  might  be  fworn  in  their  Prefence,  that  wbaC 

*  was  received  by  theni  ihould  wholly  be  expended  upon 
^  the  Wars,  and  not  otherwife;  and  that  the  High  Trea* 
^  furer  of  England  fbould  receive  nothing,  or  any  ways 

*  meddle  therein. 

][  327  ]  .  But  afterwards,  when  they  had  confidered  what  Sum 
the  Wages  of  fuch  four  Treafurers  would  amount  unto 
by  the  Year^  the  Commons  departed  from  this  Requeft^ 
and  prayed,  *  That  the  High  Trcafurer  might  be  R«* 

*  ceiver,  to  the  Ufe  of  the  War,  in  Manner  accufiom« 
«  ed/ 

The  Commons,  in  this  Parliament,  farther  befought 

the  Kingn^  ^  That  a  Charter  lately  granted  in  the  Great 

^  Council,  to  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons  of 

Fetiuons  of  the*  ^^^  City  of  London^  upon  the  Article,  That  no  foulgt^ 

Commoni.         *  Merchant  ought  to  ftU  to  another  Jlrange  MifcboHi 

*  any  Goods  or  Merchandize ^  to  fell  again ^  in  Manner  at 

*  in  the  /aid  Patent  is  more  fully  containedy  might  be 
«  renewed  and  granted,  as  well  to  other  Cities  and  Bo- 

*  roughs,  as  to  them,  with  a  Charter,  or  Claufe  of 

*  Confirmation.*' 

The  Anfwer  to  "which  was  no  more  than,  that  The 
King  will  be  farther  informed.  Which  fliews  that,  for 
fome  Reafons,  he  did  not  thinjc  fit,  then^  farther  to  con- 
firm it. 

At 
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At  tlie  faune  Time  the  Commons,  with  the  Mayor,  K«  Mdwtrd  ill* 
Aldermen,  and  Commonalty  oi  the  City  of  London^ 
p«ticion'd  the  King,  *  That  whereas  divers  Mifchiefii 
^  often  happen'd  in  the  faid  City,  by  reafon  the  Co** 
^  roner  was  not  puniibabie  by  the  Mayor,  Alderment 

<  and  other  Officers  $  that  they  mi^ht  chufe  a  Coroner 

*  of  themfelves,  and  remove  him  when  they  pleas'd, 
^  as  it  was  pra^Kfed  in  divers  Cities  and  Towns  of  the 
^  Land,  they  anfwering  to  the  King  in  Manner  as  ap- 
^perutn'd  to  the  faid  Office/  The  Ring's  Anfwer  was. 
Tit  King  will  not  depart  from  his  aniiont  Rights. 

And  they  farther  petitioned  in  this  Cafe,  ^  That  all 

*  Provifors  of  Benefices  from  Romt^  with  their  Officers 
'  or  Servants,  may  be  put  out  of  the  King's  Protec* 

*  tion,  if  they  fue,  profecute,  or  any  ways  difturb,  or 

*  caufe  to  be  excommunicated,  the  true  Patrons.*  The 
Anfwer  was.  The  Pope  bad  promifed  Redrefsy  and  if 
he  makes  it  noty  the  Laws  in  this  Cafe  Jhall  be  in  Force* 

The  Commons  alfo  prayed,  *  That  whereas,  in  the 
'  laft  Parliament,  by  untrue  Suggeftions,  and  without 
^  due  Procefs,  the  Lord  Latimer^  one  of  the  Peers  of     [  328  ] 

*  the  Realm,  and  fufficient  to  be  of  the  King's  Coun- 
^  cil,  as  well  for  his  Wars  as  otherwife,  was  oufted  of 

<  all  his  Officer,  and  difcharged  from  the  King's  Privy 

«  Council ;   that   he  may,  by  Award  of  this  prefcnt  ^^A^|^,jf. 

*  Parliament,  be  rcftorcd  to  his  former  Eftate  and  De-  jjament  aglinft 

*  gree,  to  the  great  Profit  of  the  Kingdom/  Accordingly  feveral  Pcrfons, 
the  Sentence  againft  him  and  Alice  Pierce^  and  feveral  r*^*"*^  *»  *'^* 
Others  who  had  been  impeached,  was  revers'd  p* 

Notwithftanding  what  the  prelatical  Orator  delivered 
(0  the  Parliament  about  the  King's  Recovery,  'tis  plain^ 
from  the  Record,  that  he  ftill  lay  Tick  at  Shene^  in  Surrey  ; 
and  that  on  the  22d  Day  of  February ^  when  other  Bu« 
finefs  was  done,  certain  of  the  Bifhops  and  Lords,  wi(h 
the  Chancellor,  Treafurer,  Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal,  and 
all  the  Judges,  were  commanded  to  attend  the  King  at 
that  Place ;.  where,  in  his  Pf efence,  and  before  the  Duke 
of  Lancajler  and  others  of  his  Council*  the  Articles  of  a 
General  Pardon  and  Grace,  which  the  King  had  grant- 
ed to  all  his  Subje(^,  were  rehearfed.    After  which  the 

further 

P  ^TyrrtU  upon  this  Occafion,  remtrkt.  That  even  in  thefe  early  Timet 
•ne  Parliament  oftw  sciyitcid  Mir^btA  a  ^Ptl»^  ^» 

Wire,  p.  34», 
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K.i:Jw^iJlL(iurdier  Petitions  of  the  Commons  were  read,  and 
anfwered  by  the  King;  which  were  alfo,  the  next  Daf^ 
read  publiddy  before  both  Houies^  and  fo  ended  this 
Parliament. 

But,  before  we  take  a  final  Leave  of  this  great  King 
and  the  Parliaments  called  in  his  Time,  we  fhall  giv9 
what  Mr.  Prynne  (the  PubKftier  of  what  is  commonly 
called  Cotton^s  Abridgment)  has  added  as  a  Remark  of 
)iis  own,  of  which  he  defires  the  Reader  to  take  No- 
tice: ^  The  Prelates,  Dukes,  Earls,  Barons,  Commons, 
^  Citizens,  Burgefles,  and  Merchants  of  England^  m 
.j^^  *  this  Parliament,  petition  the  King,  not  only  For  a 
t)€titionthcKing'  P^^rdon  iftgeneraly  and  of  all  Fims  and  Amirciamentf 
that  no  Tax  may '  befon  thi  Ju/iicis  of  the  ready  not  yet  levied  in /pedal ^ 
U  impofed  but  c  which  this  Abridgment  onlytoucheth,  but  they  likewife 
fMt^in  ^Tpar^  *  fubjoin  thereto  this  memorable Requeft  (totally  omitted 
liament,  ^  by  the  Abridger)  which  I  thought  meet  here  to  fup- 

*  ply  %  That  in  Time  to  come  yourfaid  Prelates^  Earls^ 

*  Barons  y  Commons^  Citizens  and  Burgejfes  of  your  Realm 

*  of  England,  may  not  be  henceforth  charged^  molejled^  nor 
r          -    ^  grieved  to  make  any  common  Aid,  or  fuftain  any  Charge, 

*  unlefs  it  be  by  common  Aflent  of  the  Prelates,  Dukes, 
^  Lords,  and  Barons,  and  other  People  of  the  Commons 

<  of  your  Realm  of  Englandy  and  that  in  full  Parliament^ 
^  nor  no  Impofition  put  upon  their  Woolls,  Wooll-fells, 

*  and  Leather,  or  any  the  antient  Cufiom  ;  That  is  t^ 
^  Ay>  <f  0^  Sack  ofiVooll  Haifa  Marky  and  of  three 

*  Hundred  tVooll- fells  Haifa  Mark ;  and  of  one  Laji  of 

*  Skins  one  Mark  of  Cujiom  onfyy  according  to  the  Statuts. 

*  made  the  ij^th  Year  of  your  Reign ;  faving  to  you  the 
^  Subftdy  granted  unto  you  the  loft  Parliament  for  a  certain 

*  Timey  and  not  yet  levied. 

To  which  laft  Claufe  the  Kiim  then  gave  this  Anfwer: 
r  J20  1     *  As  to  the  Claufe,  That  no  Charge  be  laid  upon  the 

*  People  without  the  Commons'  Affcnt ;  the  King  is 

*  not  at  all  willing  to  do  it,  without  great  Necffity,  and 

*  for  the  Defence  of  the  Realm,  and  where  he  nwy  do 

*  it  with  Reafon.     And  as  to  the  Claufe,  That  Impo- 

<  fitions  be  not  laid  upon  their  WooIIs  without  Affent 

<  of  the  Prelates,  Dukes,  Earls,  Barons,  and  othes 
.*  People  of  the  Commons  of  this  Realm,  there  is  a  Sta- 

^tutc 
\  From  the  Parliament-Roll  at  large  of  51  Edtvard  III«  No,  S5« 
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^  tufe  already  made,  which  the  King  wills  that  it  fliOdd  K«  Edwtard  im 
•  Hand  in  Force.* 

Another  Affair,  which  we  muft  not  omit,  is.  That 
this  is  the  firft  Parliament  in  which  we  find  a  Speaker 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  exprefly  named  as  fuch ;  and  §;,  Thomas  dk 
here  S\t  Thomas  de  Hungerford^  Knt.  was  appointed  Hun gerfokd 
Speaker  bv  the  Evidence  of  the  Record  itfelf  ^     There  ^*  ^^^ 
is  ho  Doubt  to  be  made  but  that,  in  former  Parliaments,  ^J^^^^^*  ^ 
and  perhaps  in  all  ever  fince  the  Commons  were  cairdRecord, 
to  fit  there,  a  public  Orator,  or  one  that  was  chofen  by 
the  reft  to  deliver  their  Petitions  to  the  King,  was  ele£i:- 
ed ;  but  no  one  is  particularized  in  the  Records,  for 
having  that  Office,  before  the  laft-named  Gentleman  ; 
tho',  for  the  future,  the  Records  go  very  regularly  on 
in  giving  us  their  Names,  even  oown  to  the  prefent 
Times. 

We  have  now  brought  our  Parliamentary  Inquiries  The  Death  of 
to  the  Period  of  this  King's  Reign,  who  died  the  2ift^^'«^*'*"» 
Day  of  Jufiiy  this  very  Year  1377,  in  the  65th  Year 
of  his  Age,  and  in  the  51ft  of  his  Reign.  We  ihall  not 
attempt  his  Charader :  Let  the  more  general  Hiftorians 
fpeak  it.  We  (hall  only  remark,  that  the  conftant  good 
Underftanding  which  he  ever  kept  up  with  his  Parlia- 
ments, thro'  the  whole  Courfe  of  a  very  long  Reign,  is  a 
fure  and  certain  Proof,  that  his  ConduA  was  very  ac- 
ceptable to  his  People '. 

TAXES  in  this  King's  Time. 

JN  his  fixth  Year  he  had  granted  him  a  Fifteenth  ^»«^?';j"'^^ 
I   from  the  Counties,  and  a  Tenth  from  the  Cities  and       ^^^* 
Boroughs,  for  one  Year'. 

In  his  eighth  Year  he  had  the  fame,  and  a  Tenth 
granted  by  the  Clergy '. 

In  his  tenth  Year  he  had  the  fame  Tax  from  the  Laity 
and  a  Sixth  from  the  Clergy  ^ 

In 

r  Called  in  the  Record,  Monfeur  Thoiilts  de  Hungerford,  Chevalier, 
fui  av6it  Us  Paroles  fur  let  Communtt  d*  Ajigleterre  en  ceft  Parlememt,  &c. 
Rot,  Pari.  <i  Etko,  III.  N«>.  87. 

•  This  King  built  the  Chapel  of  St.  Stephen  z^  in  the  Palace  of  tVeft^ 
minfter,  and  ouide  it  a  College.  At  the  Reformation  it  was  dilVolved,  and 
has  been  ever  fince  made  Ufe  of  as  the  Houfc  for  the  Commons  to  mecc 
in.  J 

t  Thomas  fVjkit.  ' 
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K«  Zdwsrd  III.  In  hU  eleventh  Year  he  bad  a  Three-years  Tcndi  gk^ 
ven  him  by  the  Clergy  in  Convocation,  a  Three*  years 
Tenth  given  him  by  the  Citizens  and  Burgeies  in  Par- 
liament; and  alfo  a  Three- years  Fifteenth,  to  mabtaiii 
the  War  then  begun  with  Frama^  and  to  pay  the  Ger* 
^  ^     mans  J  BrahanUrSy  and  other  Confederates  on  'the  Bor* 

l  }3®  J     Jers  of  Germany^  againft  the  King  of  Fraua  ^. 

The  next  Year,  m  order  to  carrv  on  the  War  aranft 
France  the  more  vigoroufly,  the  Laity  gave  the  fCing 
one  Half  of  their  Woolls,  Vc.  « 

In  his  thirteenth  Year  the  Great  Men  gave  him  the 
tenth  Sheaf  of  all  Manner  of  Grajn  of  their  Demefns 
Lands,  except  of  their  Bond  Tenants,  with  the  tenth 
Fleece  and  the  tenth  Lamb  >'  :  Then  a  Parliament  was 
fummoned  to  meet  eight  Days  after  St.  Hilary^  or  20th 
of  Januaty^  in  which  the  Commons  gave  the  King 
30,000  Sacks  of  Wooll  *. 

In  his  fourteenth  Year  the  Prelates,  Earls^  Barons^ 
for  themfelves  and.  their  Tenants,  the  Knights  o\  Coun* 
ties  for  themfelves  and  the  Commons  of  the  Land, 
granted  to  the  King  the  ninth  Sheaf,  Fleece,  and  Lamb; 
but  the  Cities  and  BurgeiTes  gave  the  Ninth  of  all  their 
Goods,  according  to  the  true  Value,  for  two  Years  next 
coming;  and  tho^  that  lived  not  in  Cities  and  Boroughs, 
nor  lived  upon  Tillage  or  Shop  Trades,  paid  the  fif« 
teenth  Part  of  all  their  Goods,  according  to  the  true  Va* 
]ue  *.  Upon  the  King's  writing  to  the  Parliament  far 
fpeedy  Supply,  feeing  the  Ninths  could  not  be  levied 
Time  enough  for  his  Service,  the  Lords  and  Commons 
agreed  to  have  10,000  Sacks  of  Wooll  fpeedily  provided. 

The  Clergy,  in  their  Convocation,  O^obir  i,  this 
Year,  granted  a  triennial  Tenth,  and  that  the  firfl  Year 
fiiould  be  paid  in  much  lefs  Time  than  ufual  ^« 

In  his  fifteenth  Year  the  Ninths  were  revoked,  in  rc- 
fyz&  of  this  Grant  of  20,000  Sacks  of  Wooll  ^. 

In  his  eighteenth  Year  the  Clergy  of  the  Province  of 
Canterbury  grzntcA  aThree  yearsTenth,  and  the  Kaights 
of  Counties  gave  two  Fifteenths,  and  two  Tenths  of  • 

Cities 

*»  jfj,  Mur,  ad  Annum  1337* 

X  See  p.  348. 

y  Rot.  Part  13  Edward  HI.  Put  I.  N©.  5. 

a  Jhid.  Part  11.  No.  5.  6,  7. 

«  Ibid.  14  Edward  HI.  Part  I.  N«.  <;,  6,  7. 

k  Ibid.  Part  II.  NO.  9,  10.     Kfjgbttn,  cot  *S7^* 

<  Ibid.  15  MdwMfd  III.  NO.  5,  6. 
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titles  and  Boroughs;  and  afterwards  the  Commons ^« £Ao«^ nii 
granted  another  Fifteenth.     The  Lords  promifed  to  go 
with  the  King  in  Perfon,  atid  therefore  gave  nothing  \ 

In  his  twentieth  Year  the  Commons  granted  two 
Fifteenths^  to  be  levied  in  two  Years,  in  Cities,  Bo« 
roughsy  and  antient  Demefnes,  as  alfo  of  the  Commons 
of  the  Counties ;  fo  that,  if  within  that  Time  the  French 
War  ihould  ceafe,  the  latter  Fifteenth  fhould  ceafe  alfo  \ 

In  his  two- and- twentieth  Year  the  Commons  grant-*     [  331  ] 
cd  three  Fifteenths,  to  be  levied  in  three  Years,  fo  as 
one  Fifteenth  was  to  be  levied  in  each  Year,  and  no 
more*. 

In  his  five  and  fix  and  twentieth  Years  the  Great 
Alen  of  the  Realm  and  the  Commonalty  granted  the 
King  three  Tenths,  and  three  Fifteenths,  to  be  paid  ia 
three  Years  *". 

In  his  feven-and-twentieth  Year  the  King  made  it 
his  Requefl,  That  the  Prelates,  Great  Men,  and  Com- 
mons, would  grant  him  the  Subfidy  of  Wooll-fells  and 
Leather,  for  fome  Time ;  to  which  Prayer  they  unani- 
moufly  confented,  and  granted  that  Subfidy  in  Manner 
as  it  had  been  received  before  that  Time  for  three  Years 
to  come  *• 

In  his  nine- and -twentieth  Year  the  Commons  came 
into  the  Prefence  of  the  King,  Prelates,  and  Great  Men^ 
aiTembled  in  the  ff^biti  Chamber^  and  having  there  a 
fhort  Conference  with  the  Great  Men,  granted  unani- 
moufly  the  Subfidy  on  WooU,  Leather,  and  Wooll-fells 
for  fix  Years  next  coming,  50  x«  on  each  Sack,  lb  as^ 
during  that  Time,  no  other  Impofitions  or  Charges  be 
put  upon  the  faid  Commons  ^ 

In  his  thirty-fixth  Year  the  Great  Men  and  Com- 
mons granted  unto  the  King,  of  every  Sack  of  Wool! 
tranfported,  20 x.  of  every  three  hundred  Wooll-fells, 
7,0s.  and  of  every  Lafl  of  Leather,  40 x.  befides  the  aii- 
tient  Cuflom  of  Half  a  Mark  a  Sack  of  all  Denizens^ 
and  I  ox.  for  Strangers ;  Half  a  Mark  for  every  three 

Vol.  I.  Z  hundred 

<  Rot.  Pari.  tS  EJw.  HI.  No.  ^,  zo« 

b  Jhid.  %iEJw.  111.  NO.  II. 

c  Uid,  22  £dw.  III.  NO.  4* 

<!  Ibid.  26  Edtu.  III.  Part  I.  N^  9,  toi 

e  Jhid.  27  Edw.  III.  NO.  31. 

f  Jhid.29Edw.llh  NO.  II. 
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K*£iRwriin«buiulfedWooll-fcUs  of  Denizens,  and  loi.  of  Strang^; 
and  one  Mark  for  every  Laft  of  Leather  of  Denizena, 
and  20/.  of  Strangers,  for  three  Years  s. 

In  his  forty-fecond  Year  the  Prel|ies  and  Great  Men, 
havuig  had  full  Deliberation  with  the  Commons,  grants 
ed  the  Subfidy  on  Wooll,  Wooll-fells,  and  Leather,  for 
two  Years ;  of  crery  Sack  of  Wooll,  and  everv  twelve 
C  532  ]  Score  of  Wooll-fells,  36 x.  %d,  ofevery  LaftofLeatber, 
4/.  befides  the  antient  Cuftoms  as  before  K 

In  his  forty-third  Year  the  Lords  and  Commons 
granted  to  him  the  Subiidy  as  above  for  three  Years ;  of 
every  Sack  of  Wooll,  43/.  \d.  which  paiTed  beyond 
Seai  ctefery  twelve  Score  ofWooU-fells  as  much ;  and 
of  every  Laft  of  Leather,  4/.  befides  the  antient  Cuftom ; 
cf  Strangers,  for  every  Sack  of  Wooll,  four  Marks  ;  (^ 
every  twelve  Score  of  Wooll-fells,  four  Maries  ;  and  of 
every  Laft  of  Leather,  eight  Marks,  befides  the  antient 
Cuftom  ^ 

In  his  for hr- fifth  Year  the  Great  Men  and  Commons 
granted  a  Subfidy  of  50,000/.  to  be  levied  of  every  Pa* 
rifh  of  the  Land  22s.  ^d.  Co  as  the  Parifhes  of  greater 
Value  fhould  contribute  rateably  to  thofe  of  ieis  Value  ^. 
This  22 J.  3d.  anfwered  not  the  Sum  of  50,000/.  and 
therefore  not  long  after,  at  ff^inchijiery  the  Great  Men 
amd  Commons  granted  iios.  out  of  every  Parifh,  the 
a2x«  3^*  being  comprized  in  it ;  fo  as  the  Parifhes  of 
greater  Value  ihould  contribute  to  thofe  of  lefs  ^ 

The  Clergy  alfo  gave  the  King  a  Tax  of  50,000  /. 
on  their  B<kly,  to  which  Rate  even  Chantry  Priefts 
were  not  fpared  ">. 

In  his  forty- fixth  Year  the  Lords  and  Commons 
granted  iqx  two  Years  the  Subfidy  on  Wooll,  Leather, 
and  Wooll-fells,  as  it  was  granted  in  the  43d  Year ". 
And  for  that  this  Subfidy  proved  not  fufficient  for  the 
King's  Expences,  thev  granted  a  Fifteenth  for  one  Year^ 
to  be  levied  as  the  laft  was  ^.  Befides  this,  the  Citizens 
and  BurgefTes  in  this  Parliament,  for  the  fafe  convoying 

t  Rot.  Pari.  36  Edw.  III.  No.  35. 

*  Ibii,  42  Edw,  III.  N«.  9. 

1  Ibid,  43  Edxu,  III.  NO.  9,  zo. 

fc  Ihid,  45  Edvt,  III.  NO.  6. 

a  nid.  NO.  I©,  II. 

»  See  p.  306,  7,  326,  7. 

»  Ror.  Pari.  46  Edw,  HI.  No.  10, 

•  i*/</.  NO.  II, 
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of  their  Ships  and  Goods,  grahted  2s.  upon  every  TvoiK  Edvford  UU 
of  Wine,  and  6d.  in  the  Pound  on  all  Good$  for  a 
Ycar^ 
In  his  forty-fevenA  Year  the  Lords  and  Commons 

frranted  a  Fifteenth,  as  it  had  been  in  aotient  Manner 
evied,  for  two  Years ;  they  alfo  gave  Tonnage  and 
Poundage  for  two  Years,  as  it  was  given  the  lalf  Year,  [  333  3 
of  all  Merchandizes  exported  and  imported,  except  of 
Wooll,  Wooll-fells,  and  Leather,  and  then  granted  the 
Subfidy  of  them  for  the  next  Year  coming  p. 

In  his  fiftieth  Year  the  Lords  and  Commons  srafited 
tfie  Subfidy  on  Wooll,  Leather,  and  Wooll-fells,  for 
three  Years,  as  it  had  been  granted  in  his  47th  Year*^. 

In  his  fifty-firft  Year  the  Lords  and  Commons  grant- 
ed him  4^/.  of  every  Perfon  of  the  Kingdom,  Males  and 
Females,  above  the  Age  of  fourteen  Years,  except  very 
Beggars ;  and  then  they  defired  to  be  excuied  that  they 
could  give  no  greater  subfidy,  becaufe  of  their  prefcnt 
grievous  Neceffities '. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  ^reat  and  namerous  Ta^tioni 
on  the  Public,  in  this  Kmg's  Time,  by  reafen  of  his 
almoft  continual  Wars,  his  Treafury  was  fo  much 
exhaufled,  that  he  was  driven  to  fuch  Neceffity  as  to 
pawn  his  Crown  thrice ;  firft,  in  his  17th  Year,  beyond 
the  Seas  ;  again,  in  his  24th,  to  Sir  John  fVeJIenbam^  his 
Merchant ;  and  in  his  30th  to  the  fame  Perfon,  in  whofd 
Hands  it  then  lay  eight  Years  *. 

In  the  28th  Year  of  Edward  lH.  1         L        s.    d. 
Exports  from  England  Mirtve      )  294,184     17     2 

Imports  -—        38*970     13    8 

Balance'        — —       255,214     13    8 

Towards  forming  fome  Idea  of  the  Amount  of  thefe  Sub* 
fidiesy  we  Jhall  exhibit  the  following  Account  of  thi 
Price  of  Provifions  in  this  King^s  Reign, 

In  the  Year  1326,  i  Edward  III.  zt  Tunhridge  inPricc  ofProri-  ' 
Kent  J  fcventy  Acres  of  Arabic  Land  was  worth  351.  per  ^?  pi°^***JV;p 
Annum.    Twelve  Hens,  at  is.  bd.    One  Cock  and ^^ ^^^'^ "^* 

Z  2  thirteen 

o  Rot.  Pari.  N".  14,  1 5. 

P  Ibid,  47  Edw.  III.  NO,  5. 

q  Jbid,  50  Edvj.  III.  NO.  9. 

r  Itnd,  51  Edw.  IH.  N©.  19. 

•  CsmffMi's  Li'vet  of  tbt  Admirals,  Vol.  I.  p.  220. 

t  UtrHi  Yoi,  I.  p.  250  and  151  for  the  Particiilarst 
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K.  Eimsrd  UI.  thirteen  Hens,  at  i  x.  7  i.  Eight  Porkers  and  a  Haif'^ 
at  151.  Eighty  Acres  of  Arable,  at  20  x.  or  3^/.  pgr 
Acre.  Twenty  Acres  of  Pafture,  each  at  i  d.  Fourteen 
Acres  of  Meadow,  each  at  4  ^^^^  Eighteen  Acres  of 
Arable,  each  at  3^.  Twenty- feven  Acres  of  Arable, 
each  at  4^.  Two  Acres  of  Meadow,  each  at  lod.  A 
Cock  I  d.  Three  Hens  4  i  i.  From  hence  we  may  fee 
that  we  can  make  no  certain  Computation  from  the 
Kate  0/ Acres,  becaufe  of  the  Difference  of  the  Ground  ^«  * 

In  1336  there  was  fuch  Plenty  of  Corn  and  Scarcity 
of  Money,  fays  Knygbton^  that  Wheat  was  fold  at  L#h- 
don^  by  the  Quarter,  at  2x.  A  fat  Ox,  at  6x.  8^.  And, 
Fabian  adds,  for  a  fat  Sheep  6d.  and  at  moft  8^.  Six 
Pigeons  id.  A  fat  Goofe,  at  a rf.  A  Pie  i d.  And 
all  other  Vidhials  after  the  fame  Rate,  occahoned  by  the 
King's  gathering  up  all  the  Money  he  could  get,  to 
carry  on  his  Wars  in  Frana  and  Scotland. 
[  334  ]  In  1338  Wheat  fold,  per  Quarter,  at  3/.  4^.  Bar- 
ley, at  10 d.  Peafe  and  Beans,  the  Quarter,  at  is. 
Oats,  the  Quarter,  at  lo^. 

In  1339  feveral  Undertakers  promifed  to  deliver  at 
the  Town  of  Birwick^  and  in  Liith  Road,  10,000 
Quarters  of  Wheat  and  Malt,  each  Quarter  .at  ^s. 
Oats,  Beans,  and  Peafe,  each  Quarter  at  5/.  This  was 
a  high  Price  '  ;  for  an  old  Hiftorian  tells  us  that  this 
fame  Year  a  Charter  of  Wheat  was  fold  for  40^.  and 
fometimes  lefs ;  Barley,  10^.  Beans  and  Peafe,  at 
lai.  and  Oats,  at  lod.  But  thet^onveyance  raifcd  the 
Price  y. 

In  1343  *^^  Oxen,  Price  of  each  8x. 

In  1 344. one  Cow  fold  at  51  *. 

In  1348,  in  the  Time  of  the  Peftilencc,  Things  were 
fold  almoft  for  nothing.  A  Horfe  worth  40  s,  was  fold 
for  6x.  8rf.  A  good  fat  Ox  at  4 x.  A  Cow  at  i s.  Art 
Heifer,  or  Steer,  zxbd.  A  fat  Mutton,  at  4^/.  An 
Ewe,  at  3//.  A  Lamb,  at  2^/.  A  Hog,  at  ^d.  A 
Stone  of  Wooll,  at  9^.  The  Hiftorian  fays  they  were 
not  only  afraid  of  the  Catties'  dying,  but  of  their  own  i 
for  otherwifc  Wooll  need  not  have  been  fo  cheap  ■# 

In 

w  tamhard*t  PerambuUtion  of  Knf,  ?.  541, 

*  Abridgement  §f  the  Records, 
y  Qenry  Knyibton,  col   2573, 

a  Bp.  Kennet  t  Parocb*  Anti^u't, 

•  //fn7  Knygbtw^  col,  2599, 
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In  1 349  Com  was  fo  plentiful,  and  other  ProviGons^K,  Edxvard  UU 
that  Wheat  was  fold,  by  the  Qjiarter,  at  2x.   A  Cat  Ox 
at  London^  for  6s,  S J.* 

In  1359  Whear-very  dears  a  Quarter^  fays  Fgiian^ 
vras  fold  at  i/.  6s.  Sd. 

In  1 36 1  Wheat  fo  cheap,  that  a  Quarter  was  fold 
at  2s.     Two  Hens  for  id.  ^ 

In  1363  a  Widow  paid  four  Hens,  or  in  Money 
4^.  Twelve  Hogs  at  iSs.  each  Hog  at  ix.  6d^.  Yet 
Wheat  was  fo  dear,  fays  fFalfingham^  that  a  Quarter 
was  fold  at  isx.*^ 

In  1369,  fValJmgham  fays,  there  was  fuch  a  Dearth^ 
that  Wheat  was  fold  at  i/.  4/.  According  to  Stowe^ 
at  i/.    Barley  at  i6x.  \d.    Oats  at  8/. 


n  ICHAR  D  the  Second  began  his  Reign  Jttm  2  r ,  k,  JUdard  li« 
•*^  in  the  Year  1377,  he  being  then  eleven  Years  of 
A^e,  and,  on  July  16,  was  folemnly  crowned  at  ff^e/f^  [  335  3 
mmjlir.  This  Prince  was  the  Son  of  Edward  the  Black 
frincty  and  was  born  at  Bourdeaux  in  France^  1366; 
his  Mother  was  Joan^  Daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Keni^ 
call'd,  for  her  exquifite  Beauty,  The  fair  Maid  of  ILtnt* 
The  young  King's  Uncles  were,  at  that  Time,  John  of 
Gaunt,  Duke  of  Lancajier  \  Edmond  of  Langley,  £arl  of 
Cambridge^  and  afterwards  Duke  of  Tork ;  and  Thomas 
of  IVoo^ocky  afterwards  Duke  of  Gloucejtir^  all  the  late 
King's  Sons  then  living.  But  of  thefe  the  Duke  of 
Lancaftgr  was  the  Chief;  who,  as  he  had  managed  the 
Government  during  the  Incapacity  of  the  oldKing, 
hoped,  by  proper  Meafures,  to  continue  the  fame  Sway 
in  the  Minority  of  the  prefent. 

On  the  4th  of  Auguft,  the  fame  Year,  Writs  were  A  Parliament 
iflued  out  for  the  calling  a  Parliament  to  meet  fifteen  <^*^«*  "P<v>  *»[« 
Days  after  Michaelmas.  ^^^^'^  ^^  ^ 


Z  3  Thi 


•  Antiq^  Britan. 

b  Dugdalit  Mortafl.  Vol.  II, 

c  Bp.  Kenntt*%  Parocb,  /Intiquit. 

Sec  aUb  Bp.  FUttwc9d*s  Chronica  Prttiofua, 

4  Sfe  p.  295,  315,  Note  k. 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


S55 


^Parliamentary  History 


TbifilUwing  Win  tbi  Pars  fummomd  to  tbisfirft  Far 
Uawunt  ^. 
AimoResiiii«    i^QHN  King  of  CafiiU 
'^^^*       J    and  Leon,  Duke  of 


KiJFtJhmnftrt      Lancafttr,  i^c, 

Edmottd  Earl  of  Cambridge, 
Richard  Earl  of  Arundele, 
Thomas  of  Woodjiock,  Earl 

of  Buckingham  and  Cod« 

ftabJe  of  England. 
Edward  Mortimer,    Earl 

of  March, 
^homas  Beaucbamp,  Earl 

of  fVarwtck, 
Hugh  Earl  of  Stafford, 
Gimert  Umfrevile,  Earl  of 

IF7//jtf»i  Vfford,   Earl    of 

WiUum  Moutacute,   Earl 

of  ^alijbury, 
fienry  Percy,  Earl  of  Norths 

umberland, 
John  Mowbray,    Earl   of 

Nottingham, 
Cuifcbard  Earl  of  i/na/- 

Lord  James  Judley^  ofHe^ 

leigh. 
Lord  jyilliam  Latimer, 
Lord  WilUam  Bardolf,  of 

Wormegah, 
Lord    ^tf//>i&    -B/7^/,     of 

Lord  Gtfy  ^/  Brian, 
Lord  iJ^^^r  ^^  Beauchamp, 
Lord  5^oA«  ^//  Clinton, 
Lord  G/7^^r/  Tiz/^c/, 
Lord  fFilUam  de  Bortreaux, 
Lord  y^pAw  ^/^  i?  Ware^ 

t  336  1     ^^"^^  //^«0'  Scrope^ 

Lord  ^ip^/i  Nevile,  ofRaby^ 


Lord  y^ihi  Ferrars,  of  Crd- 

Lord  Thomas  Roos,    of 

HamUke, 
Lord  Richard  de  Stafford, 
Lord  yi?A»  Gr/7,  of  Cf if- 

Lord  /Irffrjr  Gr#y ,  of  fVilton 
Lord   Reginald   Grty,   of 

Lord  Nicholas  Bumol, 
Lord  William  le  Zouch,  de 

Harringworth, 
Lord  iJfli^/r  Clifford, 
Lord  Almaricy  deStJmand, 
Lord  %^  i//  Botefert, 
Lord  %A«  Level, 
Lord  A«;^/r  Scales, 
Lord  ^^7/j^^  CrombwiU, 
Lord  Michael  de  la  Pole, 

Admiral  of  the  Northern 

Sea- Ports, 
Lord  P//^r  ^/  Mauley, 
Ralph  Baron  Greyfiock, 
Lord  ^'tf//^  Fitz-Walter^ 
Lord  Robert  Ferrars,   of 

We/hme, 
Lord  Robert  de  Harrington, 
Lord  William  Morley, 
Lord  William  de  Furnival, 
Lord  William  de  Aldburgb, 
Lord  y^^A/i  Cobham^de  Kent, 
Lord  //i/^A  ^/#  Dacre, 
Lord  Robert  Willoughby, 
Lord  y^i«  ^/  Welles, 
Lord  y<7A«  ^f  Clifton, 
Lord  A^^^  //  Strange,   dt 

Knocking, 
Lord  Maurice,  de  Berkley, 
Lord  y^A«  rf/  Arundele, 


\ 


Lord 

d  Akridimctit  of  Parliamentary  RenrJs,  p.  1531 
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Lord  nr^rrin^  di  Ufie^  Edmond  Earl  of  Cmnbridge  H.  Mkim4  U^ 
Lord  Henry  Fitzhugh^  as  Lord  Wardeti  of  the 

Lord  Richard  di  Scropt^  Cimfut  Parts* 

Lord  Philip  di  Darcyy 

The  Caufe  of  the  Summons  was  declared  by  the 
Archbifhop  oSCantirbury  *,  in  a  Speech  conformable  to 
the  Sandity  of  his  Calling,  beginning  with  this  Text) 
£jx  turn  Vinit  tibi.  Which  Subject  he  divided  into 
three  Parcs^  faying, '  That  for  three  Caufes  every  Friend 
^  ought  Co  be  welcome  to  another.  Firft,  If  he  came  to 
^  rejoice  or  be  merry  with  his  Friend  for  any  (ingalar 
^  Benefit  or  good  Hap  that  had  befallen  him ;  and 
^  therefore  made  Ufe  of  this  odd  Expreffion^  for  a  Male 

*  Friend,  Et  exultavit  Infans  in  Uuro  ijuu  The  next 
^  was,  If  the  faid  Friend  came  to  comfort  another  in 

*  Adverfity,  as  is  mentioned  in  the  Book  of  Jab.     And 

*  the  laft,  For  trying  his  Friend  in  the  Time  of  Adver- 
^  fity,  according  to  the  Scripture^  In  Nic4jptat$  proba^ 

*  hitur  Amicus. 

To  this  Preface  he  applied,  *  That  the  King,  their    [  337  J 
^  undoubted  Liege  Lord,  was  now  come  unto  them,  not 

*  for  one,  but  for  all  the  three  Caufes.  For  the  firft, 
^  To  rejoice  with  them  in  the  great  Providence  and 

*  Grace  of  God,  by  fending  his  Perfon  amongft  them  ; 

*  not  by  any  collateral  Means  or  Ele^ion,  but  by  fpecial 

*  Dcfcent  of  Inheritance'',  and  for  their  Good- wills 

*  towards  him,  he  was  therefore  come  to  give  them 

*  Thanlcs.  For  the  fecond.  To  viftt  and  comfort  him 
^  in  their  Necef&ties  and  Adverfities,  he  was  alfocome, 
^  not  only  for  the  Death  of  the  Noble  King  Edward 

<  and  the  Prince  his  Son,  but  alfo  for  the  great  Lofies 

<  which  they  had  fuftained  on  the  Sea*Coafts,  and  elfe* 

*  where  within  the  Realm,  by  their  Enemies.     Wherc^ 

*  unto  he  now  was  come,  not  only   to  proffer  himfetf 

*  in  Aid,  but  to  confirm  all  their  Liberties  ;  to  maintain 
^  the  Laws  and  Peace  of  the  Kingdom,  and  to  redreb 

*  all  that  was  to  the  contrary.  Thirdly,  To  try  or 
^  alTay  them,  he  was  alfo  come  to  advife  and  counfel 

*  with  them  for  fuppreffing  the  Enemy ;  and  to  require 

*  an  Aid  of  them,  without  which  he  could  not  perform 

*the 

e  Slmo*  Sudhury, 

f  Nemye  parEUSiion,  n*  par  autre  tUUe  colIateralUvoU,  wait  far  droitc 
SucceHloa  de  Heritage^  ^c. 
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%» Midkri  lU  <  the  iame.    For  all  which  Reafons  he  deiired  them  to 
^  confidt  together. 

Then  came  on  the  ufual  Forms  of  Parliament,  in  ap* 
pomting  of  Receivers  for  Petitions  for  England^  Ireland^ 
fyaleSj  and  Scotland ;  with  thofe  of  Gafcoigny  and  the 
Ifles.  And  the  next  Day,  being  a^ain  aflembled,  Sir 
Richard  U  Scrape^  Steward  of  the  Kmg's  Houfliold,  re* 
hearfed  what  the  Archbifliop  had  faid  before,  and,  by  the 
King's  Command,  told  the  Commons,  <  That  he  defired 

*  they  would  advife  him  which  Way  his  and  the  King- 

*  dom's  Enemies  mi^ht  be  refifted,  and  how  the  £x- 

<  pences  of  fuch  Reimance  was  to  be  borne  with  the 

*  sreateft  Eafe  to  the  People,  Profit  and  Honour  to  the 

*  Kingdom/ 

The  Commons  hereupon  prayed  the  Kin^  *  That, 
^iforthe  creat  Importance  of  the  Charge  given  them, 
'  in  thefe  Declarations,  and  for  the  Weaknefs  of  their 
^  Abilities  to  advife  the  beft  ^,  he  would  be  pleafed  to 
^  let  certain  Prelates  and  Lords  be  joined  with  them  in 
^  Confultation  on  fuch  weighty  Affairs,  for  the  more 
%  33^  ]     ^  fpeedy  and  happy  Difpatch  of  the  Bufinefs  wherewith 

*  they  were  charged,'  and  named  the  Duke  of  Lancajler^ 
the  Bifhops  of  London^  Efy^  Rechtfler^  and  Carllfle  \  the 
Earls  of  March^  ArundtU^  Warwicky  and  Angits  ;  thp 
Lord  Neviliy  Sir  Htnry  de  Screpe^  Sir  Richard  U  Scrope^ 
mnd  Sir  Richard  dc  Stafford'^  which  was  accordingly 
granted  by  the  King  in  Parliament. 

Upon  this  the  Duke  of  Lancajlir  immediately  arofe 
2lt#^the  ^^"*  ^^^  ^\2iCt',  and,  falling  upon  his  Knees  before 
King^ncle,  ^he  King,  humbly  prayed  his  Majefty  to  hear  him  z 
cwnpiiint  of  the  little  in  a  weighty  Caufe  which  greatly  concerned  him- 
^"^^''•^•y^felf ;  and  faid,  *  That  though  the  Commons  had  cho- 
jQban^ler.         *  ^^^  him  for  one  of  the  Lords  to  commune  with  thern 

<  on  the  Matters  in  the  Charge,  yet  he  defired  his  Ma- 

<  jefty  to  excufe  him,  for  that  the  Commons  had  fpo- 

*  ken  ill  of  him ;  urging,  that  he  had  committed  ma- 

*  nifeft  Treafon,  if  their  Report,  which  God  forbid, 
^  was  true.     That  he  had  been  always  careful  to  guard 

*  himfclf  againft  any  fuch  Imputations,  as  it  was  no- 

*  torioufly  known  that  none  of  his  Anceftors,  of  one 

*  Side  or  other,  was  ever  a  Traitor,  but  always  Arm 

*  and 

t  Pur  Tarduiti  de  lour  Charge ^  tt  It  Feobleja  dc  Iquti  Foairi  et  /rai. 
Rot.  Pari.  I  Kkbt  U.  No.  ii. 
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*  and  loyil,  as  it  was  a  marvellous  Thing  he  fliould  K«  i^c^^  n* 

*  deviate  from  the  Line,  fmce  he  had  more  to  lofe 
^  than  any  other  Man  in  the  Kingdom :  That  if  anj 
^  Man,  of  what  Eftate  and  Condition  foever  he  was^ 
^  fhould  be  fo  bold  as  to  lay  Treafon,  or  other  Diiloy* 

*  alty  to  his  Charge,  or  any  other  .Thing  done  by  him 

*  prejudicial  to  the  Kingdom,  he  was  ready  to  defend 
^  himfelf  by  his  Body,  or  otherwife,  as  the  Kina  and 
^  Lords  (hould  award,  as  if  he  was  the  pooreft  iGiig^t 
^  Batchelor  of  the  Realm* 

The  Duke  having  ended  his  Speed),  the  Biibops  andi^i>^  thoe- 
all  the  Lords  ftood  up,  and  with  one  Voice  defired  and**^*^ 
prayed  him  that  he  would  leave  off  fuch  Difcourfes^ 
/or  they  thought  no  Man  living  would  fay  any  fuch 
Thills  of  him.  The  Commons  alfo  faid,  in  their 
own  Defence,  *  That  it  was  apparent  and  notorious 
^  thev  thought  him  free  from  all  Blame  and  Defamation^ 

<  and  had  given  an  evident  Proof  of  it  in  chufing 
^  him  to  be  their  principal  Aider,  Comforter,  and  Coun- 

*  fellor  in  this  Parliament ;  praying,  with  one  Voice,  to 
^  have  thcmfdves  cleared  from  fuch  Reports.' 

The  Duke  replied  again,  *  That  the  Words  had     [  339  ] 
^  been  long,  tho'  falfely,  fpread  about  the  Kingdom  ; 

<  and  that  he  wondered  much  how  any  Man  could  or 
^  would  begin,  or  continue  fiich  Slanders,  for  the  Dif> 

<  grace  and  Danger  that  might  from  thence  enfue. 
'  Becaufe  the  iirft  Inventor  of  fuch  Speeches,  by 'which 
^  Debate  might  arife  between  the  King  and  the  Peers 

*  of  the  Land,  was  a  manifefl  Traitor ;  fince  fuch 
'  Debates  might  turn  to  the  Deftruftion  of  the  whole 
*'  Kingdom.  He  therefore  prayed  that  a  good  Ad,  or 
f  Ordinance,  might  be  provided  in  this  Parliament,  and 

*  a  juft  and  fpeedy  Puniflunent  affigned  to  all  the  In- 

*  ventors  of  fuch  evil  Reports,  for  the  preventing  the 

*  Danger  of  them  for  the  Time  to  come  :  And  as  to 

<  himfelf,  he  declared  that  for  what  was  paft  all  fhould 
^  be  forgiven.*  * 

After  tbcfe  Altercations  were  thus  ended,  the  Com-  ' 
mons  went  upon  Bufincfs ;  and  Sir  Peter  de  la  Mare  *», 

Knight 

J»  Called,  in  the  Rteords,  Monfietir  Pern  de  la  Mare,  This  Sir  Puree, 
or  Peter  dt  la  Mare,  had  been  rcleafcd  feme  Time  before  out  ofNottiugbam 
Caftle,  after  a  long  Confinement,  forfpeaking  his  Mind  too  freely  in  the 
lafl  Reign  in  Parliament,  againft  W/rVe  Pierce,  Edward  the  Third's  Mi- 
&nU,    Stwve*%  Cbroni  p.  ayS*    See  before^  p.  322^  343* 
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The  Commons 
deaSirPETEi 
BK  LA  Mask 
a»  their  Speaker, 
who,  ia  their 
Kame,  propo£et 
ieveral'Kegah^ 
tloni  in  thf  G^ 
Ternmeot. 
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Knight  of  the  Shifo  for  Henftifinriy  being  ckofefl 
Spe^r  of  the  Commons,  maile  a  Proteftation  and  Sud, 
That  what  he  had  to  declare  was  from  their  whole 
Body;  and  therefore  required  that  if  he  fliould  happen 
to  fpeak  any  Thiog  without  their  Confents,  tba(  it 
ought  to  be  amended  before  his  Departure  from  the 
faid  Place.  He  commended  die  Feats  of  Chivalry  here- 
tofore pra^fed,  for  which  this  Nation  was  {o  renown 
ed ;  and  £ud  that,  by  the  Decay  of  the  £inie,  tiie 
Honour  of  the  Realm  did  and  would  daily  decreafe. 
That  whereas  Merchants  were  Mafters  of  their  own  > 
Sbips^  and  had  the  free  Difpolttion  of  them,  yet,  for* 
meily,  one  Town  had  more  good  Ships  than  the 
whole  Nation  at  this  Time/  He  therefore  prayed 
that»  <  Becaufe  the  King  was  then  very  youn^  and  of 
tender  Age»  for  the  Amendment  of  feveral  Errors  in 
the  Government,  and  the  Prefervation  of  the  Realm, 
which  was  at  that  Time  in  greater  Danger  than  ever, 
tihe  King  and  Lords  of  Parliament  would  confider 
more  efpecially  of  three  Things  ; 

*  Fir  ft  J  That  they  would  in  that  Parliament  name  and 
appoint  (even  fufficient  Perfons  S  of  the  diiFerent  Eftates, 
to  be  continual  Coun  tenors  to  the  King  for  the.  Afiairs 
of  the  Realm,  along  with  the  King's  other  State  Ofi- 
c^s;  and  that  they  might  be  fuch  Perfons  as  heft 
knew  how  to  avert  imp^ing  Dangers,  and  would 
diligently  attend  to  their  Charge,  for  the  good  Go- 
vernmmc  and  Prefervation  of  the  Realm ;  and  that 
the  Cofamom  might  know  the  Names  of  thofe  Coun- 
fellors,  who  alfo  might  be  the  Agents  and  Directors 
of  what  Money  was  to  be  given  for  the  Wars. 

*  Secondly^  That  they  would  pleafe  to  name  and 
appoint  thofe  that  were  to  be  about  the  King's  Per* 
fon,  who  were  to  be  Men  of  virtuous  and  honcft 
Converiation,  that  they  might  educate  him  according- 
ly ;  and  that  the  Charge  of  the  King's  Hou&old  might 
be  borne  by  the  Revenues  of  the  Crown,  io  that  what 
was  granted  to  the  Wars  might  be  expended  that 
Way  only. 

*  Thirdly,  That  the  common  Law  and  other  Sta- 
tute© and  Ordinances  of  the  Land  might  be  obfcrved, 
ratified)  and  confirmed,  and  the  People  governed  by 

*  them ; 

^  Sept  fuffifavte  Perfons,   Record. 
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^  them  ;  and  that  they  oiight  not  be  defeated  by  tht^^Mfsrdiu 

*  Singularity  of  any  about  the  Kio^;  faving,  however, 

*  in  ^1  Things,  the  Regalities  and  Dignity  of  the  King, 
<  to  which  theCommans  would  have  no  Prejudice  done 

*  any  Way  by  their  Demands* 

The  Anfwer  whiqb  was  given  to  tbefe  Petitions  was» 

*  That  the  Prelates  and  Lords  wouM  advife  together/ 
commanding  the  Commons,  in  the  mean  while,  to  re** 
turn  to  their  Places. 

.  The  firft  Requeft  of  the  Commons  being  recited  be- 
fore the  King  and  tfOrds,  wasby  them  granted;  yet 
fo  as  the  Chancellor,  Treafurer,  and  Keeper  of  the 
Privy-Seal,  Juftices  of  one  Bench  and  the  other,  and 
^1  other  Officers  of  the  Realm,  might  execute  their 
Offices,  without  the  Prefcnce  of  thofe  Counfeiiors,  who, 
by  Advice  of  the  Lords,  were  then  appointed  to  be  nine     ^  34*  J 
in  Number,  viz.  the  BlOiops  of  L^nd^n^  CarltfUj  and  a  ComcU  v^ 
$alijbury^  the  Earls  of  March  and  Stafford^  Sir  Richard^^^  dttring 
A  Stafford^  and  Sir  Himy  U  Scropi^  Bannerets ;  Sir^^j^'°«*«  ^ 
John  Devireux^  and  Sir  Hugh  Segraviy  Knights  Batche-"*"  ^' 
lors  ;  who,  being  thus  chofen  in  Council  for  this  Year, 
were  fworn  before  the  King  himfelf  to  do  what  they 
were  chofen  for,  in  the  Prefence  of  divers  Lords  in  Par« 
liament. 

As  to  the  fecond  Requeft,  for  the  naming  and  affign- 
ing  fuch  as  ihould  be  about  the  King's  Perfon,  the 
Lords  of  Parliament  anfwer'd,  •  That  it  feemed  to  them, 
for  many  Cauies,  too  heavy  and  hard  a  Requeft j|  toplace 
any  Perfon  about  the  King  that  ihould  not  be  accept- 
able to  him  5  or  to  remove  any  Officer,  or  Servant,  if 
it  were  not  by  his  exprcfs  Will,  and  for  fome  notable 
Fault  to  be  proved  againft  fuch  Officers  and  Servants  ; 
wherefore  the  Lords  would  not  willingly  meddle  with 
thefe  Matters. 

To  the  other  Part  of  this  Requeft  the  Lords  anfwer- 
ed,  ^  That  they  would  take  good  Deliberation,  and 
fpeak  with  the  Great  Officers  of  the  King's  Houihold 
about  it  5  and  if,  by  their  Advice,  it  could  be  done,  faving 
the  State  and  Honour  of  the  King,  what  they  defircd 
Ihould  be  performed.' 

As  for  the  third  Petition,  it  feemed  reafonable  to  all 
the  Lords  that  it  (hould  be  granted. 

Then 

^  Tnp  Chargeant  &  dun  Rijueftu     Record. 
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K.  RiO^  11.      Then  the  Lords  and  Commons^  (perceiving  the  inr- 

jninent  Danger  the  Nation  was  in,  by  reaibn  of  the  great 

Wars  both  by  Sea  and  Land)  for  the  Defence  of  the 

Kingdom,  and  Refiftance  of  its  great  Enemies^  granted 

ASvlfidjgrant-^c  King  two  Fifteenths  without  Cities  and  Boroughs; 

wL  and  two  Tenths  within  Cities  and  Boroughs,  for  two 

Yearsj;  praying  the  •  King,  ^t  as  well  the  Money 

of  the  faid  Tenths  and   Fifteenths,    as  the  Tendis 

granted  by  the  Clergy,  and  Money  of  the  Subfidy  of 

WooU,  might  be  in  the  Keeping  or  efpecial  Treafurers 

by  his  own  Appointment,  which  were  ffUliam  Ff^al^ 

worth  and  John  Philpotj  Merchants  of  London^  inrho 

were  to  give  an  Account  of  their  Receipts  and  Difbarfe- 

ments,  in  Manner  as  the  Kin|  and  Council  (hould  order. 

C  342  3         In  this  Parliament  if /iVr  Pterce^  or,  as  in  the  Record, 

The  Ute  King's ''''''  PerriiTSy  the  late  King's  Miftrefs,  was  brought 

Miftreft  fenten-hefore  the  Lords,  and  accufed  of  procuring  a  Pardon Yor 

cedtobcbaniih-  Richard  Lyon^  (who,  in  the  50th  Yezr  <S  Edivard  lU. 

^  had  been  convided  of  embezzling  the  Public  Mcmey) 

and  other  high  Crimes,  of  which  being  found  guilty, 

ihe  was  fentenced  to  be  baniflied,  and  her  Eftates  con- 

fifcated  :  But  with  this  Provifo,  *  That  this  Law,  par- 

A  faving  Claufe  ^  ticularly  made  for  the  Prevention  of  fuch  odious 

in  it*  <  Things,  (hould  not  be  made  ufe  of,  nor  drawn  into 

*  Example,  againft  any  other  Perfon,  or  in  any  other 

*  Cafe  whatfover.  * 

There  were  alfo  feveral  other  Petitions  in  this  Par- 
liament 4  the  moft  remarkable  of  which  were  thefe  : 
Fetitioiit  of  the     The  Commons  prayed,    *  That  becaufe  the  late 
Cwniaant.        c  |^i„g  E^fjt,ard  was  guided  by  evil  CounfeHors,  as  had 

<  been  authentickly  proved,   that  they  might  be  re- 

<  moved  from  all  the  King's  Councils  ^  and  that  other 

*  fit  Perfons  might  be  put  in  their  Places;  and  further, 

*  that  no  Officers  of  the  King's  Court,  great  or  fmall, 

*  do  keep  up  Quarrels  or  Suits  in  the  Country  by 

*  Maintenance,  nor  meddle  with  any  Thing  but  what 

*  belongs  to  their  Office.' 

As  to  the  firft  Requeft,  the  King  granted  it ;  and  as 
to  the  fecond,  touching  Maintenance,  he  further  in- 
forced  it ;  by  ftridly  forbidding  any  Counfcllor,  Of- 
ficer, or  other  Servant,  or  others  belonging  to  him, 
in   the  Kingdom,  to  uphold  any  Quarrel  or  Suit  by 

Main- 
9  A  nulU  sutn  Ptrfim,  nt  tn  nul  autrt  Cat  qulc^^^u    Rot.  Pat^ 
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iif  alntenance,  under  Pain  of  lofing  their  OflSices  and  Ser-  K.  RUbard  ii. 
vices,  and  to  be  imprifoned,  and  ranfomed  at  the  King's 
Pleafure. 

Another  Petition  wasj  *  That,  during  the  King's  Mi- 

*  nority,  the  Chancellor,  High-Treafurer,  Chief  Jufti- 

*  ces  of  one  Bench  and  the  other,  the  Chief  Baron  of 
«  the  Exchequer,  the  Steward  and  Treafurer  of  the 
«  Houlhold,   the  Chief  Chamberlain  and  Clerk  of  the 

*  Privy- Seal,  the  Wardens  of  the  Foreftg  on  this  Side 

*  Trent  and  beyond,  might  be  made  by  Parliament  5  and 
^  if  it  fbould  happen  that  any  of  thefe  Miniflers  or  Of-^ 
^  ficers  {hould  be  laid  aiide  between  one  Parliament  and 
<  another,  that  then  another  be  put  in  his  Place,  by  the 
^  King's  Council,  until  the  next  Parliamentihould  meet.' 

This  Petition  was  likewife  granted  in  Part,  that  [  343  1 
while  the  King  was  under  Age,  the  Counfellors,  Chan- 
cellor, Steward  of  the  Houihold,  and  Chamberlain, 
ihould  be  all  chofen  by  the  Lords  in  Parliament,  fa^ 
ying  always  the  £ftate  and  Heritage  of  the  Earl  of  Ox* 
ford^  to  the  Office  of  Chamberlain  ;  and  as  to  the  other 
Officers  above-named,  the  King  {hould  make  them  by 
the  Afient  of  his  Council. 

Then  the  Citiasens  of  London  defired,  •  That  upon 

*  the  King's  fpecial  Grace,  and  for  the  Enlargement  of 

*  the  Franchifes  of  their  City,  if  any  Article  in  the  Char- 

<  ter  granted  by  him  and  his  Progenitors,  to  the  faid 
^  Citizens,  (hould  prove  difficult  or  doubtful,  and  might 
^  be  taken  in  divers  Senfes,  that  then  the  Senfe  they 

*  claimed  to  have  it  in  (hould  be  allowed.' 

To  this  the  Anfwer  was,  *  That  the  Interpretation  of 

*  the  King's  Charters  helong'd  to  him ;  and  if  any  Doubt 

*  arofe  thereupon,  the  King,  by  Advice  of  his  Council, 

<  would  make  fuch  Interpretation  as  (hould  be  accord- 

*  ing  to  Reafon  arid  |ood  Faith/ 

Dr.  Brady  has  added  another  Demand  of  the  Com- 
mons, and  tho*  Mr  Tyrrel  has  ftridly  copied  all  the  reft, 
yet  he  has  omitted  this,  for  what  Reafon  we  know  not ; 
for  it  is  evident  thereby  what  Thoughts  the  People  of 
England  had  of  the  great  Ufe  of  frequent  Parliaments 
in  thofe  Days.  The  Doftor's  Tranflation  of  the  Peti- 
tion is  as  follows: 

The  Commons  pray  further,  ^  That  a  Parliament 

*  may  be  holden  in  a  convenient  Place  once  a  Year,  to 

*  rcdieli 
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K«  Rieb*rd  II.  <  redreft  Delays  in  Suits,  and  to  end  fuch  Caufes  where-* 
^  in  the  Judges  were  of  different  Opinions. 

To  which  they  had  this  Anfwer,  *  The  Statutes  made 

*  for  that  Purpofe  (ball  be  obferved  and  kept ;  and  as  ta 
<  the  Place  where  the  Parliaoient  (hall  be  holden^  the 

*  King  will  hate  the  Choice.* 

f  !144.  1  '^^^^  Parliament  continued  firom  O^ober  the  13th  to 
''  ^  the  28th  of  Novimberj  in  all  47  Days :  When  the  King 
gave  Thanks  to  the  Lords  and  Commons  for  their  Ex- 
pedition in  granting  the  Subfidy;  and  deiiring  the 
Knights,  Citis^ns,  and  Burgefles  to  fue  out  Writs  for 
their  Expences,  he  diiToIved  the  Parliament.  ^ 

AnnoRegnii,      On  the  1 6th  of  February^  in  the  next  Year,  but 
'37'-        which,  according  to  the  Calculation  of  our  Lawjrers,  is 

AtHfybunfter.  ftill  In  the  firfKof  this  King*,  Writs  were  iffucd  out  to 
call  a  new  Parliament  to  meet  at  TFeJfminJlirj  15  Days 
after  Eaftery  or  Jpril  25.  At  the  Day  appointed,  the 
Duke  of  Lancajltr^  with  feveral  Bi{hops  and  Lords, 
came  to  the  Palace  at  Weftmlnjier^  and  attended  the 
King's  coming  for  a  long  Time ;  but  fome  Sheriffs 
having  not  yet  made  their  Returns,  the  Parliament  was 
adjourned  to  next  Day,  by  open  Proclamation  made 
in  the  Hall  for  that  Purpofe.  And,  for  the  fame  Rca- 
fon,  on  that  Day  it  was  put  off  to  the  following. 

On  which  Day,  being  April  ay.  Sir  Richard  It  Scrape^ 
Lord-Chancellor,  opened  the  Seilion  with  a  Speech  to 
this  Purport.     «  Firft,  That  the  King  defired  the  Li- 

'  berty 

^  In  a  (hort  Hiftory  of  the  Life  and  Reign  of  King  HUhard  11.  ia  the 
Title  faid  to  be  wrote  by  a  Ptrfon  of  ^Ijiality,  Swf  L^ndn,  i6Si,  p.  5, 
the  Author  obferves  that  the  Grants  above,  of  Money,  were  givcn^  <  On 
«  Condition  that  the  King,  for  the  futnre,  fliould  not  burden  them  with 

*  more  Requefts  of  that  Kind  to  draw  away  his  Subjects'  Money,  but 

*  would  live  ton  his  Demefncs  and  continue  his  War,  for  that  his  own  pro* 
'  per  Royal  Revenues  were  iuificieat  buth  to  maintain  his  Court  and  car* 
'  ry  on  his  Wars,  if  the  fame  were  but  managed  by  fit  and  tnifty  Mini- 
'  ftcrs.' 

N.  B,  This  Hiftory,  tho*  printed  fo  lately  as  1681,  is  not  taken  Kp« 
tice  of  by  Archbifliop  Nicbclfon  in  his  Et^.  Hifi,  Library, 

c  Mr  Collier  fuppofes  tl^t  the  Year  was  now  changed  from  Chnjim4t 
to  Lady-Day ;  becaufe,  fays  he,  Richard  U,  began  to  reign  in  yvne  1377, 
and  if  the  Year  had  begun  either  t^CbriJlmat  or  January  i,  this  rar- 
Jiament  rouft  have  been  held  in  the  Year  1378  j  whereas  ttie  Statmti  89«k 
tells  us  exprcfly  it  was  held  Anno  primo  Rich.  II,  and  in  the  Year  1377. 
But,  if  ic  had  been  piu  theie  1378,  it  is  ftill  in  the  firft  of  this  King 
x:\\\yune^iy  the  Day  ke  began  his  Reign.  Coilier'iEceUfiafiital tii^. 
Book  VI.  p.  568.  ^ 
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«  beity  of  the  Church  might  be  maintaiDed.   Next,  thaf  K,  Jtbthtnl  U. 

<  at  the  End  of  the  laft  Parliameot,  his  Majefty,  accord- 
^  ing  to  their  Requeft,  had  eleded  feveral  Lords,  and 

*  others,  to  be  of  his  continual  Council ;  but,  by  rea* 
^  ion  of  the  fudden  breaking  up  of  that  Parliament,  hm 

*  was  not  advifed  what  Number  they  would  have  cho« 

<  &n  of  the  latter;  yet,  what  were  being  fwom,  they, 
^  with  the  Lords,  confulted  about  the  Affairs  of  the 

<  Realm,  and  the  great  Danger  it  was  in ;  and  con-     [  34;  J 
^  fidering  the  great  Charges  neceflary  to  fupport  it,  they 

<  would  not  fully  determine  without  the  Advice  of  Par^* 

*  liament*  However,  the^  agreed  to  prepare  a  Land- 
^  Army  and  a  Navy  of  Ships,  and  lent  the  King  great 
'  Sums  of  Money  to  that  PurpoTe.     Which  Navy  and 

*  Army  his  Majefty  had  prepared,  and  by  that  Meana 

*  was  become  indebted  to  them^  and  to  ieveral  good 

<  Cities  and  Towns  for  the  fame  Loan :  Therefore  he 

<  delired  the  Lords  and  Commons',  feparately,  to  weigh 

*  well  the  Neceffities  of  the  Nation,  and  to  provide  ac- 

*  cordinglv ;  and  not  to  wonder  at  the  fudden  Calling  of 
^  this  Paniament,  confiderins  that  it  was  done  for  the 

<  King's  Honour  and  the  Safety  of  the  Realm/  The 
Chancellor  concluded  with  faying,  *  That  for  the  £x« 
^  pences  borne  and  to  be  borne,  the  TreaAtrers  of  the 

*  fame  were  ready,  and  ihould  be  ready,  to  exhibit 

<  their  Accounts. 

The  Lords  and  Commons  taking  into  Confideration 
the  dangerous  State  of  the  Nation,  at  this  Crifis,  from 
the  Malice  of  its  Enemies,  both  of  Frjiir/  and  elfewhere, 
and  the  great  Neceffities  of  the  Kingdom,  to  raife  Mo« 
nies  to  he  able  to  withftand  them  ;  firft,  agreed  that 
the  Mark  laid  upon  every  Sack  of  Wooll,  and  the  Six* 
Pence  in  the  Pound  for  all  Merchandise,  which  was 
given  in  the  laft  Parliament,  ihould  be  remitted  ;  and, 
in  Lieu  thereof,  they  granted  the  old  Sobfidy  on  Wooll, 
as  it  was  before  that  Parliament,  for  one  Year  from 
Afichaibnas  next.  They  likewifc  granted  a  certain  Poll-  a  PoII-Tax 
Tax,  to  be  paid  by  Perfons  of  different  Sexes,  Ranks,  granted. 
£ftates,  and  Degrees  in  the  Kingdom ;  which  being  a 
Tax  quite  new,  and  the  A6^  itfelf  expreffing,  very  par- 
ticularly, what  Sum  each  Man  (^  Woman  ihould  pay, 
as  well  as  the  feveral  Qualities  and  Conditions  of  the 
whole  Englijh  Nation,  in  thofe  Days,  we  Ihall  give  at 

Length, 
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K*  tifhMri  U.  Length,  as  tranflated  from  the  original  Fnnch ;  an^  Hi^^ 
are  perfiiaded  it  cannot  be  unacceptable  to  a  carious 
Reader.  * 
[  346  ]  After  the  Recital,  in  the  k&y  of  what  is  mentioned 
before,  the  Particulars  of  this  Capiution-Tax  b^in 
with 

.   The  Dukes  of  Lancaftir  and  Bretaigm^  each  ten 
Marks. " 

Alfo  evcrj  EztI  of  England  Ji,  I. 

The  Countefles^  who  were  Widows,  the  fame  as 
the  Earls,  4/. 

Every  Baron,  Banneret,  or  Knight,  who  had  as  good 
an  Eftate  as  the  Barons,  40  s. 

Every  Baronefs,  who  is  a  Widow,  as  a  Baron ;  and 
a  Bannerefs  as  a  Banneret,  40  s. 

Every  Batchelor  and  every  Efquire,  who  by  Eftate 
ought  to  be  made  a  Knight,  to  s. 

Every  Widow  that  was  the  Wife  of  a  Batchelor,  or 
Efquire,  20  s. 

Every  Efquire  of  lefs  Eftate,  6  x.  8  ^. 

Everv  Woman,  Widow  of  fuch  an  Efquire,  or  fuf- 
ficient  Merchant,  6  s.  Sd. 

Every  E(quire  without  Pofleffions,  Lands,  Rents,  or 
Goods,  that  is  in  Service,  or  bears  Arms,  ^  x.  4  ^. 

The  Chief  Prior  of  the  Hofpital  of  St.  John,  as  a 
Baron,  40  x. 

Every  Commander  of  the  (ame  Order  of  England^  as 
a  Batchelor,  20  x. 

Every  other  Brother,  Knight  of  the  fame  Order^ 
13 X.  4rf. 

All  other  Brothers  of  the  fame  Order,  as  an  Efquire 
without  Pofleffions,  3X.  4^. 

Every  Juftice,  as  well  of  the  one  Bench  as  of  the 
other,  and  the  Chief  Baron  of  the  Exchequer,  each  ioox^ 

Every  Serjeant  and  great  Apprentice  of  the  Law,  40  x* 

Other 

<  A  Poll-Tax  of  4^.  a  Head  on  aU  Perfons,  Men  or  Women,  above 
the  Age  of  fourteen^  Beggars  excepted,  had  been  granted  the  laft  Year  of 
the  late  King  ^  but  we  do  not  find  it  vlas ever  levied.  See  A^i4g,  p.  145» 
NO.  29. 

•  Mr.  7vrrtJ  haa  been  guilty  of  a  great  Miftake  here  in  copying  Df< 
Brady,  for  he  tellt  us  that  the  two  Dukes  paid  ten  Pounds  a  Piece  as  Dukes, 
and  ten  Marks  each  as  Barons,  which  was  not  fo  ;  theFrmr^  Account  fets 
them  at  ten  Marks  each,  and  the  Doctor  only  a(1ignt  the  fame  Sum  to 
them  in  his  Engnjb  Tranflation.     Tyrrfi*s  Hift.  Vol.  III.  p,  $47, 

The  Duke  of  Bretaigncj  in  France,  was  Jobn  Moun:fort, 
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Other  Apprentices  which  follow  the  Law,  20  /•        ^*  ^cbdrd  Hi 

All  other  Apprentices  of  lefs  Eftate,  and  Attorneys,  "- 

<ach  6 J.  id. 

The  Mayor  of  London  fhall  pay  as  an  Earl,  4  /.  [  347  ] 

The  Aldermen  of  London^  each  as  a  Baron,  40  x. 

All  other  Mayors  of  great  Towns  in  England^  each 
as  a  Baron,  40  $• 

Other  Mayors  of  fmaller  Towns,  according  ta  the 
Value  of  their  Eftate,  20  j.  10  s,  or  6  j.  8  i. 

And  all  Jurats  of  good  Towns,  and  great  Merchants 
of  the  Realm,  fhall  pay  as  Batchelors,  each  20/, 

Other  fufficient  Merchants,  8  j.  4  ^. 

All  leflTer  Merchants,  and  Artificers,  Hufbandmen, 
or  who  live  upon  Tillage  according  to  the  Value  of  their 
Eflate,  41.  8i.  3^.  ^d.  %s,  is.  ox6d. 

Every  Serjeant  and  Freeman  of  the  Country,  accord- 
ing to  their  Eftate,  6  x.  8  i.  or  40  d. 

The  Farmers  of  Manors,  Farfonages,  and  Granges, 
Merchants  of  Beafts,  and  other  Buyers  and  Sellers,  ac- 
cording to  their  Eftate,  6x.  id.  ^od.  2x.  or  12 d» 

All  Advocates,  Notaries,  and  Procftors,  who  are  mar- 
ried, (hall  pay  as  Serjeants  of  the  Law,  and  Appren- 
tices of  the  Law,  and  Attorneys,  each  according  to  their 
Eftate,  40  X.  20  X.  or  6  x.  8  d. 

Apparitors  that  are  married,  according  to  their 
Eftate,  3x.  ^.d.  2x.  or  I2d. 

AH  Inn-keepers  that  have  not  the  Eftate  of  a  Mer- 
chant, fhall  pay  according  to  his  Eftate,  40  ^/.  2x. 
or  12  d. 

Every  married  Man,  for  himfelf  and  his  Wife,  that 
have  not  the  Eftates  above-named,  and  above  the  Age 
offixteen,  except  very  Beggars,  4^. 

And  every  Man  and  Woman  unmarried,  of  fuch  an 
Eftate,  and  above  the  Age  aforefaid,  4  d. 

Alfo  every  ftrange  Merchant,  of  what  Condition  fo- 
cver,  fhall  pay  according  to  his  Ability,  as  other  De- 
nizens. 

fValJingham  and  Knyghton  ^  alfo  tell  us.  That  the 
Clergy  were  not  exempt  from  this  Tax,  but,  according 
to  their  own  Cuftom,  taxed  themfelves  very  high,  v/z. 
every  Archbifhop,  Bifhop,  and  Mitred  Abbot,  as  much  as 

Vol.  L  a  a  a 

r  Sub  hoc  Anno.  The  Clergy,  JValJifsgbam  writes,  were  taxed,  accori- 
irg  to  their  Abilities^  down  to  him^Ux  Capellanui,  a  Cbajitry-Prieft» 
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K.  Ricbdri  IL  a  Baron ;  every  Abbot  was  to  pay  forty  Pence  for  each 
r  ,  .g  1  Monk  in  his  Monaftery  ;  and  the  Beneficed  Clergy  fix 
Shillings  and  Light-pence.  All  which  together  muft 
needs  amount  to  a  vaft  Sum,  tho'  how  it  was  difpofed 
of  is  hard  to  tell ;  for  we  do  not  find  that  the  warlike 
Preparations,  at  that  Time,  either  by  Sea  or  Land>  were 
any  ways  adequate  to  To  great  a  Tax  ^. 

Aimo  Regni  i.       Another  Parliament  was  fummoned  to  meet  the  fame 
»37^«        Year,  but  now  the  fecond  of  this  King,  on  the  20th  of 

At  Qlmifitr.  O^ohtr^  at  Glouceftir  **.  Tyrrel  fuppofcs  that  this  Place 
was  pitched  upon,  becaufe  the  Duke  of  Lancafier  had 
been  greatly  difplcafed  with  the  Londoners-,  but  tho* 
this  Parliament  met  on  the  Day  appointed,  yet  no  Bu* 
finefs  was  begun  'till  the  Day  following.  When,  being 
all  afTembled,  the  King,  with  his  three  Uncles,  of  Lan^ 
£qfiiry  Cambridge^zxA  Buckingham^  the  two  Archbifhops, 
Prelates,  Lords,  and  Commons,  in  the  Great  Hall  of 
the  Abbey  of  G/9»r£/?/r,  which,  as  the  Record  fays,  was 
fitted  up,  apparelled,  and  adorned,  for  that  Purpofe,  the 
Bifliop  of  £/.  Davids\  then  Lord  Chancellor  ^>  declared 
the  Caufe  of  the  Summons  to  be, 

*  Firjiy  For  the  Liberties  of  the  Church,  the  Main- 
^  tenance  of  the  Laws  and  Obfep^ations  of  the  Peace, 

*  Next^  Becaufe  it  had  been  enaded,  that  a  Parliament 
'  fliould  be  holden  ones  a  Tear  ^«    Thirdly^  Becaufe  that 

*  his  Majefiy  defired  to  fee  and  confult  with  fo  honour- 

*  able  an  Aflfembly,  as  was  there  gathered  in  God*a 

*  Name,  and  he  commended  Unity  and  Concord  a- 
^  mongil  them  according  to  the  Refemblance  of  the 
^  Church.     Another  great  Caufe  was,  that  the  King, 

*  being  left  in  the  Midft  of  great  Wars,  could  neither 

*  endure 

t  The  Noble  HUlorian,  before  (|uoted,  fays  that  the  Privileges  of  the 
San&uary  at  JVeJimififier  were  regulated  in  this  Parliament  j  for  whereas, 
before,  a  great  Number  of  Perfons,  when  they  got  in  Debt,  would  fheltcr 
themfelves  and  wafte,  in  Revelling  and  Debaucheries,  their  Revenoet,  whick 
«ould  not  be  touched  for  their  juft  Debts,  to  the  great  Prejudice  of  tbdr 
Creditors  \  it  was  ordained,  that  if,  upon  Proclamation  made,  they  /boold 
not  furrender  themfelves,  then  their  Goods  fliouId  be  fold  and  their  Lands 
extended,  wherever  found,  *till  their  Debts  were  fatisfied.  Ibt  Lift  sod 
ndgn  »/  Richard  II.  Ay  a  Ptrfin  tf  S^uality,  p.  a.  Sec  alio  Sam.  Damiei 
in  Kennet*%  Hifl.  o(  Ettglar.d^  p.  242. 

b  It  may  be  difputcd  whether  this  Parliament  waa  a  new  one,  or  only* 
Prorogation  of  the  laft  5  becaufe,  on  the  Rolls,  this  is  called  Far  Jtcm 

I  Dr.  Adam  fhughtom,     Le  Neve's  Fafii  Etf*  jing^ 

k  ScTfit  unan  Cbacun  An^    Rtcord« 
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^  endure  nor  maintain  the  fame  without  their  Aid  ^xA^^tlmiVL^ 
«  Affiftance.     That  fince  the  great  MifcMef  and  Da- 

*  mage  done  by  the  Scots ^  about  Roxhorough^  tho'  the 
«  Truce  ftill  fubfifted,  they  had  allied  themfelvet  with 

*  France  againft  Englandy  in  order  to  annoy  us :  All     r  ^ -^  ^ 

*  which  required  their  utmoft  Confideration  to  prevent.  ^  • 
^  He  reminded  them  of  two  £vil8,  Firft,  That  the  Law 

*  of  the  Land  and  the  Law' of  Arms  do  not  concur  to* 

*  gether  ;  and,  with  certain  Similitudes,  required  them, 

*  of  thofe  two  Laws,  (o  make  a  Relative,  fo  as  each 

*  may  ftand  with  the  other.     The  next  was  to  provide 

<  a  Remedv  againft  Back-biters  ^  Slanderers,  and  Sow* 
«  en  of  Difcord  between  Nobles,Gentlemen,  and  Neigh* 
^  bours ;  which  Kind  of  Men  he  refembled  to  Dogy 
«  that  devour  raw  Flefh,  (ince  they  eat  and  confume 
^  living  Men.     For  all  which  Enormities  he  wifhed 

<  them  to  feek  Redrefs ;  and  to  he  there  the  next  Day 
'  by  Eight  o'Clock,  to  hear  further  Declarations  ;  and 
«  dire£^ed  the  Commons  to  confult  in  the  Chapter- Houfc 
«  of  the  Abb^  aforefaid  "/ 

The  next  Day  Sir  Richard  h  Scrope^  then  Steward 
of  the  Houfhold,  enlarged  upon  the  Caufes  of  calling 
this  Parliament,  and,  excufmg  his  own  Inability,  told 
the  Prelates,  Lords,  and  Commons,  as  the  Chancellot 
had  faid,  *  That  the  Nation  was  encompafTed  with 

*  Enemies,  which  daily  increafed.     That  the  Ports  of 

*  Cherburgh  and  Breji^  which  of  a  long  Time  had  been 
«  in  the  Hands  of  the  Englijb^  befides,  Calais^  BntT" 
«  d/auxy  and  Bayonncy  with  the  adjacent  Territories, 

*  were  very  chargeable  to  maintain,  fince  Calais^  with 

*  its  Marches  or  Limits  about  it,  ftood  the  King  to  more 

*  than  24,000/.  every  Year,  Brefi  12,000  Marks,  and 

*  the  other  three  Places  according  to  the  fame  Rate/ 

Wc  now  come  to  the  third   Inftance  on  Record, 
where  a  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  is  exprefly 
named  as  fuch,  and  recognized  by  the  King  in  fome- 
what  the  fame  Form  as  is  done  at  this  Day :   For  im-     r  ^  ^m 
mediately  after  the  Chancellor  and  Sir  Richard  U  Scropg     ^  ^^    ' 
had  ended  their  Harangues,  Sir  James  Pickerings  having  Sir  Jamis 
been  ele<Sled  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  canTic^^fJI^si^^i 
A  a  2  with  ^^^^9 

1  This  Word  it  not  Frnttb^  beiog  called  Backhjtert  10  the  Kecordt 
m  U  M^iifi*  di  Cb0£itrt  dt  U  Grant  Clojftrt  4$  ctftt  J^baj^ 
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Xt  Ri<bfrd  II.  ti^ith'tlie  whole  Body  of  them  before  the  King,  Prelates^ 
and  Lords,  in  Parliament,  and  there  made  Proteftation, 
as  well  for  the  whole  Commons  of  England^  as  for  him« 
felf,  tothisEfFeft, 

pH^rotcfbHoD,-     Fifft>  Ifhejhould  utter  any  Thing  to  the  PnjudUet 
"  Damage^  Slander^  or  Difgract  of  the  King  or  his  Crnvn^ 

pr  in  liffining  the  Honour  or  Eftates  of  the  great  Lords^  it 
might  not  be  taken  Notice  of  by  the  King  ;  and  that  the 
•  Lords  would  pafs  it  by^  as  if  nothing  had  been  [aid  ^  5  for 

the  Commons  highly  dejired  to  maintain  the  Honour  and 
EJiate  of  the  Kingy  and  the  Rights  of  the  Crown,  as  alfo 
to  preferve  the  Reverence  due  to  the  Lords  in  all  Points, 
Theny  as  for  his  own  Perfon,  he  made  Protejiation,  that 
ify  by  Indifcretion,  he  [poke  any  Thing  by  common  Affent  of 
his  Fellow  Members^  it  mighty  either  then  or  afterwards^ 
he  amended  by  them. 

He  then  rehearfed,  briefly,  the  Articles  given  them 
in  Charge :  *  And  firft,  as  to  the  Liberties  and  Fran- 

*  chifes  granted  to  Holy  Church,  and  for  the  King's 

*  Promife  of  entirely  preferring  the  good   Laws  and 

*  Cuftoms  of  his  Kingdom,  and  puniding  Aich  as  fhould 
^  aA  againft  them  ;  the  Commons  humbly  thanked  him 
^  with  their  whole  Hearts,  kneeling  upon  the  Ground, 

*  and  praying  God  they  mi^ht  be  put  in  due  Execution. 

*  That,  as  to  the  Aid  the  ICing  demanded  of  his  Com- 
f  mons  for  the  Defence  and  Safety  of  his  Kingdom,  and 

*  for  the  Safeguard  of  his  Lordfhips,  Lands,  Towns,  and 

*  Forts  beyond  Sea,  and  toward  his  Wars,  the  Com- 
^  mons  faid,  That  in  the  laft  Parliament,  in  his  firft 

t  3SO     *  Year,  the  fame  Things  were  (hewn  unto  them  inBe- 

*  half  of  the  King,  at  which  Time  they  anfwer*d,  it  was 

*  apparent  the  King  had  not  io  ^reat  Need  for  an  Aid, 
And  RemoQ.  *  feeing  he  had  in  his  Hands  the  Priories  Alien,  the  Sub- 
ilrancc  upon  the  *  fidies  of  Wooll,  the  Revenues  of  the  Crown,  the  Lands 
Sute  of  the  N«-  c  Qf  (he  Prince  his  Father,  and  many  other  great  Lord- 
^^*               •  fhips,  by  the  Non-age  of  the  Heirs  of  them  j  and  that 

*  thcre- 

n  Et  primirmentf  pur  la  ditt  Commune,  fue^per  cas  il  y  dif  Chcfa  qm 
purreitfoner  en  Prejudice,  Damage,  Efclander,  cu  yiUaine  de  rtcfirf  Seiguevr 
le  Koy,  ou  defa  Corone,  ou  en  Anienttfement  del  H»n$r  et  Efiatt  dei  Grants, 
Seigneurs  du  RoiaJm,  que  ct  neffuft  accepter  par  le  Rcy,  et  les  Setgntun  eint 
tenuxpur  nul,  come  Rein  nen  ejlc  dia.     Rot.  Pari,  a  Rich,  II.  No.  i6. 

This  is  the  ftrft  Proteftation  of  the  Speaker  of  the  HouTc  ofCominov^ 
that  is  on  Record* 
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*  therefore  they  ftill  conceiv'd  there  muft  be  great  Plenty  K«  ^tbarii  lit 

*  of  Money  in  the  Treafury  **.' 

To  this  the  King's  Council  in  Parliament  then  an- 
fwered,  *  That  the  Jate  Charge  of  the  Coronation  had 

*  been  very  great,  and  that  the  Money  upon  thofe  Funds 

*  they  mentioned  came  in  very  flowly,  nor  could  they  be 

*  collected  foon  enough  for  an  £xpedition  that  Year;  and 

*  it  was  then  further  propofed.  That  if  the  Commons 

*  would  furnifli  the  King  with  a  great  Sum  of  Money 

*  to  make  fuch  an  Expedition  as  might  be  for  the  De- 

*  ftruiflion  of  his  Enemies,  they  (the  Council)  hoped 

*  he  mi|ht  havefufficient  hereafter,  from  Time  to  Time, 

*  to  mamtain  the  War,  and  defend  the  Kingdom  with- 

*  out  them/ 

To  this  the  Commons  replied,  *  That,  in  Hopes  of 

*  that  Promife  to  be  difchargcd  of  all  Tallages  for  a  long 

*  Time,  they  had  granted  a  greater  Sum  than  had  ever 

*  been  given  to  any  King  to  be  levied  in  fo  fliort  a  Time  ; 
<  and  that,  all  Things  confider'd,  it  feem'd  to  the  Com- 

*  mons  that  there  muft  needs  be  a  great  Sum  in  the 

*  Treafury,  befides  what  had  been  expended  in  the  laft 

*  Voyage  5  fo  that  the  King  had  no  Need  to  charge  the 

*  Commons,  who  were  in  a  lower  Condition  than  ever, 

*  by  reafon  of  that  Payment,  and  alfo  by  the  Murrain 

*  among  their  Cattle,  and  their  Enemy's  Burnings  and 

*  Depredations  upon  the  Sea-Coafts  ;  that  their  Corn 

*  and  Cattle  were  at  fo  low  a  Rate,  that  no  Money 

*  could  be  raifed  at  prefent ;  whereupon  they  prayed  the 

*  King  to  excufe  them,  as  not  being  able  to  bear  any 

*  further  Charge  of  mere  Poverty. 

To  all  which  Sir  Richard  le  Scrope  replied,  by  ma- 
king Proteftation,  *  That  he  knew  of  no  fuch  Promifo 

*  made  by  the  King  in  the  laft  Parliament ;  and  faving 

*  the  Honour  and  Reverence  due  to  the  King  and  Lords, 

*  what  the  Commons  faid  was  not  true? ;  and  as  to  the     [  jja  j 

*  Subfidy  laft  granted,  that  a  great  Part  of  it  was  ftill 

*  in  the  Treaftjry ;  to  wit,  of  the  two  Fifteenths  and 

*  two  Tenths  :  But  as  to  the  Wooll  that  had  been  gi- 

*  ven  in  that  Parliament,  he  vouched  the  Teftimony  of 

*  IP'iUiam  IValworth  and  John  Philpoty  who,  by  their 

*  Confent,  were  appointed  Receivers  of  the  fame,  that 

A  a  3  *  every 

•  Bien  grante  Plaite  dt  Motfofe  er{  U  Ireforie*    Recordi 
P  Ne  coniUttt  U  Vtritt,    Ibid* 
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every  Penny  thereof  was  expended  upon  the  War,  and 
that  none  of  it  came  to  the  High-Treafurer  of  England^ 
or  any  other,  to  the  Ufe  of  the  King  :  That  the  Re- 
venues of  the  Crown,  confidering  the  Annuities  and 
other  Charges  upon  them,  granted  by  his  Father  and 
Grandfather,  were  fo  fmall,  that,  without  the  Cuftomv 
of  Wooll,  and  Lands  of  the  Priors  Aliens,  the  Ho^ 
nour  and  Eftate  of  the  King  could  not  be  maintained  ^ 
and  therefore  they  were  to  know  that,  according  t9 
Reafon,  they  ought  to  relinquifh  their  Complaint. 
Whereupon  the  Commons,  after  a  fhort  Delibera- 
tion, made  it  their  Requeft  to  the  King,  *  That  he 
would  pleafe  to  fhew  them  how,  and  in  what  Manner 
the  great  Sums  given  for  the  War  had  been  expended; 
and  alfo  that  he  would  pleafe  to  let  them  know  the 
Names  of  fuch  as  ihould  be  the  Great  Officers  of  the 
Kingdom,  and  who  were  to  be  his  Counfellors  and 
Governors  of  his  Perfon  (being  yet  of  tender  Age) 
for  the  next  Year,  as  it  had  been  before  ordained  in 
Parliament. 

To  which  it  was  anfwcred  on  Behalf  of  the  King,  by 
the  (aid  Sir  Richardy  *  That  tho'  there  never  was  any 
'  Account  yet  given  of  Suhfidies,  or  any  other  Grants 
made  in  Parliament,  or  out  of  Parliament,  to  the 
Commons,  or  any  other,  but  to  the  King  and  his  Of- 
ficers i  yet  that  the  Kir^  willed  and  commanded  of 
his  own  Motion,  to  pleafe  the  Commons^  (not  that  it 
was  of  Right  for  him  fo  to  do,  or  that  he  was  obliged 
to  it,  only  by  reafon  of  the  Requeft  now  made)  that 
William  Walworth^  then  prefent,  with  fome  of  his 
Council,  affigned  thereunto  by  him,  fhould,  in  Wri- 
ting, clearly  fhew  them  the  Receipts  and  Expences, 
fo  as  it  fhould  not  be  drawn  into  an  £xample  for  the 
future. 

*  As  to  the  Officers,  the  King  had  caufed  them  to  be 
chofen  by  the  Advice  of  the  Lords  ;  and  as  to  his 
Counfellors,  they  (hould  be  fuch  as  pleafed  him,  whofe 
Names  he  would  (bortly  give  them  in  Writing. 
^  That  the  King  not  only  commanded  them,  but  all 
the  Lords  there  prefent  defired,  that  having  due  Con- 
fideration  of  the  great  and  apparent  Dangers  on  all 
Sides,  they  would  provide  for  the  Defence  of  the 
I^ingdqm  i  which  not  only  concerned  the  King,  but 

an 
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^  all  and  every  one  of  them,  and  therefore  to  coniider  K,  iRichark  ii, 

*  how  the  War  might  be  maintained ;  and  that  they 

*  would  give  as  fpeedy  an  Anfwer  as  they  could,  that 

*  this  Parliament  might  have  an  End,  and  a  good  Effe£l, 
f  for  the  Eafe  of  the  King,  the  Lords,  and  themfclves^ 

*  as  alfo  for  the  Profit  of  the  Kingdom,  and  Difcharg^ 

*  of  the  poor  Commons,  their  Conftituents,  who,  every 

*  Day,  paid  their  Expences  during  the  Parliament.  This 
was  one  of  the  principal  Charges  given  the  firft  Day  : 
Another  was,  *  That  if  any  Fault  was  found  in  any 

*  Part  of  the  Kingdom,  or  Government,  in  the  Laws^ 

*  or  any  other  Manner,    that  they  would  bring  in  their 

*  Petitions  concerning  it,  and  they  (bould  have  due  Re- 
^  medy. 

Then  the  Commons  defired  *  To  have  a  Time  li-PetltioiM  of  th« 

*  mited  to  bring  in  their  common  Bills,  or  Petitions  5  Commom,    aa^ 

<  and  that  it  might  be  prolonged  to  the  Feaft  of  AlU  ^^  ^^^«»« 

*  SouU  next  coming. 

Alfo  the  Commons  prayed  the  King  <  To  have  x 

*  Copy  of  the  Enrolment  of  the  Subfidy  of  Fifteenths 

*  and  Tenths,  as  they  had  been  entered  upon  the  Roll 

*  of  Parliament,  for  them  to  advife  upon  ;  and  this  was 

<  granted  at  the  King's  Pleafure,  and  not  upon  their 

*  Kequeft. 

They  prayed  likewife,  *  That  five  or  fix  Prelates 

*  and  Lords  might  come  to  the  Commons,  to  treat  with 

*  them  about  their  Charge  ;  but  the  Lords  anfwered» 

*  They  neither  ought,  nor  would  do  it  in  that  Manner, 

*  which  had  never  been  fcen  but  in  the  three  laft  Par- 

*  liaments ;  for  the  Cuftom  was  for  the  Lords  to  chufe 

*  a  fmall  Number  of  fix  or  ten,  and  the  Commons  as 

*  many  of  themfelves,  to  treat  together  without  Noiie  ; 

*  and  then  report  what  they  had  done  to  their  Com- 

^  panions,  of  one  Part,  and  the  other;  and  according     [  jj;^  ] 
^  to  this  Method  the  Lords  would  ad,  and  no  otherwife. 
To  this  the  Commons  aflented  to  proceed  as  had  an« 
tiently  been  ufed. 

After  the  Commons  had  feen  and  examined  the  £n« 
rolmcnt.  Receipts,  and  Expences,  they  were  well  fa- 
tisfied  with  them,  as  being  honourable  for  the  King  and 
Kingdom  ;  and  only  faid,  *  That  46,000  /.  which  was 

*  expended  in  keeping  feveral  Countries,  Places,  and 

*  Foruefles,  as  the  Marches  of  CalaU^  Bnjly  and  Cher'- 
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K.  Richard  If.  <  bttfgby  Gafcoigny^  and  Ireland^  was  not  to  be  charged 

•  upon  them ;  nor,  as  it  feemcd  to  them,  were  they  bound 
^  to  bear  any  foreign  Charge. 

To  which  it  was  anfwered  by  the  King's  Council, 

•  That  Gafcoigny  and  the  Forts  beyond  Sea  were  Barbi- 

<  cans  "i,  and  as  it  were  Out- works  and  Detences  to 

•  England ;  and  if  they  were  well  guarded,  and  the  Sea 

<  well  kept,  the  Kingdom  would  be  quiet,  othcrwife  it 

<  could  not  be  fo* 

The  Commons  then  propofed  *  That  this  Charge  be 

<  defrayed  by  the  Goods  and  Eftate  of  King  Edward  III, 

•  whicn  the  King  poffeffed,  and  was  much  enrich- 
«  ed  by  it.*     Whereto  it  was  anfwered,  *  That  thofc 

•  Goods  were  juftly  appraifed,  and  delivered  to  thofe  his 

•  Grandfather  was  indebted,  except  fome  Neceflaries 

•  referved  for  his  own  Houfe,  for  which  he  had  paid  in 
^  Part,  and  was  to  pay  in  whole  for  the  Satisfadiion  of 

•  his  Creditors  :'  And  therefore  the  King  commanded, 
and  the  Prelates  and  Lords  prayed  them  as  they  had 
done  before,  *  To  advife  about  their  Charge,  and  give 
«  good  and  effeftual  Anfwcrs  thereunto,  with  as  much 

•  Hafte  as  might  be,  for  the  common  Profit  of  the  King- 
^  dom,  and  Eafe  of  the  Lords  and  themfelves.* 

We  have  not  before  met  with  fo  great  and  fo  many 
Difputes  and  Altercations,  between  the  King's  Mini- 
ftry  and  the  Commons,  about  granting  a  Subfidy  j 
^  ub  y  8^*^*' however,  they  all  agreed  upon  it,  at  laft ;  and,  notwith- 
ing  all  their  Excufes,  the  Prelates,  Lords,  and  Com- 
mons, perceiving  the  great  Perils  wherewith  the  Land 
was  encompaffed,  2nd  the  great  and  extraordinary  Ex- 
pences  the  King  was  to  be  at  for  the  Safety  and  Defence 
thtrec  f,  agreed  and  granted  the  King  the  former  Subfidy 
of  Wooll,  Leather,  and  Wocll-felis,  for  three  Years,  t/zz. 
of  Wool!  43  J.  4  <i.  the  Sack;  andoFWoolI-fellsasmuch; 
r  ---  -1  that  is,  for  every  two  hundred  and  forty  of  each,  ac- 
counting fix  Score  to  the  Hundred  ;  as  alfo  for  Leather 
4/.  6  s.  8  J.  on  every  Laft  which  fliould  be  exported 
by  Denizens  and  Strangers,  bcfidcs  the  antient  Cuftom ; 
and,  as  an  additional  Grant,  they  gave  13  r.  4  ^/.  more  for 
every  Sack  of  Wooll  j  as  much  for  every  two  hundred 

and 
q  Jta  in  Orifr,  BarbUan  is  a  Watch-Towcr,  Bulwark^  or  Brctft-Work« 
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ind  forty  Wooll-fells ;  and  for  every  Laft  of  Leather,  K,  A/c^ri  H 
t  /.  6  J.  8  i.  Alfo  they  gave  6  rf.  in  the  Pound  for  ^ery 
Pound  Value  of  Merchandize,  as  well  oi  ^PmiHMtis  as 
Strangers,  both  imported  an^exi^rt^,  for  one  Year. 
Laftly,  the  Commons  praydtfrfie  King,  *  Thatgood 

*  and  fufficient  Perfons  might  be  appointed  to  be  Trea- 
^  furersof  the  Monies  raifed  by  thefe  Grants,  in  the  Man- 
'  ner  as  it  heretofore  has  been  done  by  Parliament ;  and 

<  alfo  that  he  would,  for  the  Love  of  God,  excufe  bis 

*  poor  Commons  that  they  could  not  at  prefent  grant 

*  him  a  greater  Aid  ;  for  that  they  had  been  much 

<  weakened  and  impoverifhed,  as  well  by  Peftilence  as 

*  by  the  Wars  ;  their  Cattle  had  been  deftroyed  by  the 

*  Murrain  ;  the  Corn  and  other  Fruits  of  the  Earth  had 

*  in  Part  failed,  and  what  was  got  would  not  give  any 

*  Price  J  yet,  fuch  was  the  Good-will  they  bore  to  their 

*  Sovereign  Lord,  that  they  (hould  be  ready  to  ferve 

*  him,  when  required,  as  well  in  Pcrfon  as  otherways/ 

Many  other  Tranfaftions  pailed  in  this  Parliament,i 
which  are  too  long  to  infert ;  we  (hall  only  take  Notice 
of  two,  which  are,  firft.  Sir  William  Windfor  and 
Alice  his  Wife,  formerly  Alice  Perriersy  or  Alice  Pierce^ 
petitioned  the  King  and  Parliament,  That  the  Judgment 
againfl:  her,  given  in  the  laft,  might  be  revoked,  and 
they  authorized  to  purfue  the  Reverfal  of  it,  by  their 
Attornies,  in  due  Form.     Granted. 

The  next  was.  That  it  feems,  at  this  Time,  there 
was  a  terrible  Schifm  in  the  Church  of  Rome^  and  two 
Popes  were  elefted  to  fit  in  the  Papal  Chair,  Urban  VL 
and  Clement  VII,  It  being  then  more  for  thelntereft  of 
this  Kingdom  to  fide  with  the  former  than  the  latter, 
as  may  be  feen  in  our  larger  Hiftorians,  it  was  enaded 
In  this  Parliament,  That  Pope  Urban  was  the  true  and 
lawful  Pope  duly  elected  ;  and  that  the  Benefices  of  all 
fuch  Cardinals  and  others,  who  were  Rebels  to  the  faid 
Pope,  fhould  be  fcized  into  the  King's  Hands,  and  he 
to  be  anfwerable  for  the  Profits  thereof:  And  that  who- 
foever,  within  this  Realm,  fhould  procure  or  obtain  any 
Provifion,  or  other  Inftrument,  from  any  other  Pope 
than  the  faid  Urban^  fhall  be  out  of  the  King's  Protec- 
tion, and  his  Goods  and  Chattels  feized  on  as  forfeited  '• 
As  this  is  the  firft  Inftance,  fo  we  prefume  it  will  be  the 

laft, 

X  Rot.  Pari,  a  Rich,  11.  Ptrs  fecunda,  N*.  36  et  78, 
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K.Mitku^tt.  laft,  that  ever  the  Eledion  of  a  Pope  of  Rami  {hall  be 
recc^nia&ed  and  declared  lawful  by  an  EngUJh  Parlia* 
menly 

ir      .        ■ 

Aano  Regoi  3,       Writs  for  a  new  Pafltahcnt  went  out,  dated  the  20th 
1380.        of  OQobiT  this  Year,  to  meet  on  the  14th  of  Jamiary 
MH^ifmimBer.  ^^^^^  being  the  Monday  after  the  Feaft  of  St.  Hilary yZi 
'  fVeftminflir* :  But,  by  reafon  of  the  great  Rains  that  had 
fallen,  feveral  Lords  were  not  yet  come  up,  nor  feveral 
Sheriffs  returned  their  Writs  j  whereupon  the  Parlia- 
ment was  adjourned  to  the  next  Day  :  On  which,  the 
King,  Bi(hops,  Lords,  and  Commons,  being  aflembled 
in  the  Painted  Chamber ',  the  Kinghts,  Citizens,  and 
BurgeiTes  were  called  over ;  and  then  Sir  Richard  le 
Scrofe^  Chancellor  of  England^  by  the  King*s  Command, 
declared  the  Caufe  of  the  Summons  to  this  £fFe£l  °  : 
♦  //>/?,  For  the  Liberties  of  the  Church,  the  Mainte« 

*  nance  of  Laws,  and  Prefervation  of  the  Peace.    Next^ 

*  Becaufe  the  Regality  of  the  King's  Crown  was  much 
^  impaired,  in  feveral  Inftances,  as  well  by  the  Court 
«  of  Rome  as  otherways ;  and  therefore  the  Provifioof 

*  made  for  fupporting  it  ought  to  be  well  obferved,  and 

*  other  Remedies  provided  for  that  Purpofe.     Thirdly ^ 

*  To  confult  how  to  refill  not  only  the  Eniemies  of 

*  France^  Spainy  and  Scotlandy  who  had  raifed  hot  Wars 
^  againft  us,  but  alfo  to  fupprefs  the  Rebels  of  Ireland 

*  and  Gafcoignyy  and  how  to  defend  the  King*s  Domi- 

*  nions  beyond  Sea.     All  whith,  becaufe  they  could 

*  not  beaccomplifhed  without  their  Aid,  he  defired  they 
^  would  confult  about  and  advife  accordingly.'    He  fur« 

I  35^  ]     ^^^  ^^'^  them,  *  That  the  Grant  made  by  them  at  GUu^ 

*  ceJleTy  of  the  new  Increafe  of  Woolls,  and  Six-penco 

*  in  the  Pound  on  Merchandize,  which  had  been  revo- 

*  ked  in  the  next  Parliament,  on  the  Grant  of  the  Poll- 
'  Tax,  and  which  was  promifcd  to  be  able  to  raife 
^  20,000  armed  Men  and  as  many  Archers,  had  fallen 

*  (hort ;  for  the  Charge  of  thofe  Soldiers  came  to  50,000/. 

*  befides  other  Expences  there  declared ;  for  all  which 

« the 
•  See  the  Lift  of  the  Pecn  fummoned  to  thii  Parliament  in  Cct(oti\ 

i^ihridgcmtntf  p.  181. 
t  Cbamhrt  de  Pin6i, 
1  He  begins  hU  Speech,  Ma  Seigneurs^  let  Prelates,  Duct,  Ctuntts,  *f 

fiarons,  et  vous  mes  St  res  di  U  Cttnmuae  d*  Angleterre^  6^<.      Rot.  Pari. 

3  Rich.  11.  NO.  a. 
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^  the  King  ftood  indebted ;  whereof  he  willed  them  to^«  ^fbardlh 

•  have  due  Confideration.'  Lajlly^  he  added,  *  That 
'  the  Lords  of  bis  Great  Council  were  ready  to  1^  be* 
^  fore  them  the  Receipts  of  the  laft  fut^Mi^l  Grants,  and 
^  the  Difburfements  of  the  famW 

After  appointing  Receivers  and  Triers  of  Petitions,  Sur  John  biL« 
9S  ufual,  the  Commons  adjourned  to  their  Place,  and^'^^^  ^^ 
foon  after  returned  into  Parliament,  with  Sir  John  Gil*      ^**^* 
dfrjburg^  Knight,  whom  the^  had  chofen  Speaker ;  wbo^ 
msddng  the  ufual  Proteftation,  iirft  *  Prayed  that  the 
^  Prelates  and  other  Lords  of  the  King's  ftanding  Coun- 

<  cil  might  be  difcharged,  and  none  fuch  for  the  future 

<  be  retained  ;  becaufe  they  faid.  That  now  the  King  was 
c  of  good  Difcretion,  in  refpe^  of  his  Age,  which  was 
f  the  fame  with  his  Grandfather's  at  his  Coronation^. 

<  who  then  had  no  other  Counfellors  but  the  five  prin- 
f  cipal  Officers  of  his  Realm.  Praying  alfo Jthat  thofe 
«  five  Officers,   v/z.   the  Chancellor,  the  Treafurer^ 

<  Keeper  of  the  Privy-Seal,  Chief  Chamberlain,  and 
f  Steward  of  the  Houihold,  might  not  be  renewed  or 

<  changed  untill  the  next  Parliament.      They  likewift 

<  prayed  that  a  Commiffion  might  be  ifTued  out  to  cer- 

<  uin  Perfons  to  furvey  and  examine,  in  all  his  Courts 
^  and  Palaces,  the  State  of  the  King's  Houfliold,  the 

*  Expences  and  Receipts  in  all  the  Offices,  {s'f .' 

This  laft  was  granted,  and  a  Commiffion  was  madeACommitteeap*: 
out  to  the  Earls  oi  Arundele^  Warwick^  and  5/^/^rrfjP~"^^^^"^ 
the  Lords  Latimer^  Brian^  and  Montacute^  with  7^^«ho!d,©V.' 
Hatftings^  John  Gilderjburg^  and  Edward  Dalyngrugge^ 
Knights  5  IVHUam  fValworth  and  John  Philpot^  Citi- 
zens of  London^  and  Thomas  Graa^  Citizen  of  Tori^ 
with  others,  to  execute  and  report  the  fame  *. 

The  Lords  and   Commons  together,   confidering     [  357  J 
^  that  the  King  and  Kingdom  were  furrouhded  with 
?  Eneniies,  who,  with  great  Force,  endeavoured  all  they 

<  could,  as  well  by  Sea  as  Land,  to  deftroy  them  bothy 
^  and  even  to  extinguifh  the  EngUJh  Language  ;  there- 
^  fore,  for  the  Defence  ^nd  Safety  of  the  Kingdom,  and 
^  for  the  good  Succefs  of  the  Expedition  ordered  into 

*  Brittany^  and  the  DeftruiSion  of  the  faid  Enemies,  they 

♦  freely  granted  to  the  King  one  Fifteenth  and  a  Half,  ^^"^%  «**•*• 

<  with-   ' 

X  The  whole  Form  of  the  CommiiSon,  very  large,  Prjnnt  (iays  ii 
irorth  remarking,  p.  JS3,    Byot.  Pari.  3  Rkbt  II.  No«  i|. 
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K.  Muh£rd1L  €  i^ithout  the  Cities  and  Boroughs,  and  one  Tentb  and 

*  a  Half  uritfain  thofe  Places.  With  thb  Prayer,  that  this 
With  aReftrk-^  SiJVfnfjr,  «nd  what  was  letnaining  of  the  other,  given 
aioo«               *  laft  ParliamcntriiHght.'be  only  applied  for  the  £xpe- 

*  dition  into  Brittany^  Vnd  no  where  elfe. 

*  Confidering  alfo  that  the  Subfidy  on  Wodl,  Leather, 
^  and  Wooll- fells  was  to  end  at  Michaelmas  next ;  and 

*  that  from  thence  the  King  would  not  be  able  to  fup- 

*  port  the  great  Charge  of  carrying  on  the  War  in  ^ 

*  Marches  of  Calais^  Br  eft  y  Cbertmrgb  in  Gafcoignyy  in 
^  Irelandy  and  in  the  Marches  of  Scotland^  they  granted 
'  the  fame  Sublidies,  from  the  Time  they  were  to  end 
^  at,  untill  the  Michaelmas  Twelvemonth.    And,  with- 

*  all,  praying  the  King  that  tfiere  might  not  be  another 

*  Parliament  called,  to  charge  his  poor  Commons,  till  a 
«  Year  after  that  Time.' 

Mr.  Tyrrel  has  obferved  in  the  Records,  a  remarkable 
Tranfadlion,  done  in  this  Parliament,  omitted  by  Dr. 
Brady^  which  was  this :  ^  That  when  the  King  and 

*  both  Houfes  refolvcd  to  enlarge  the  Powers  of  the  Ju- 

*  ftices  of  Peace,  the  Prelates  and  Clergy,  in  their  Con- 
^  vocation,  made  an  exprefs  Proteftation   againft  it,' 

TheCkrtypro-^^' ^*' *^^  »^/,  or  ever  Jhottld  fafs^  with  their  Cm^ 
fteft  afiinft  tn-ff^ts.  The  Anfwer  the  King  gave  to  this,  was,  Tthat  he 
Utpn%thtPow- xaould  not  forbear^  f(nr  their  Proteftations^  to  make  bis 

2eFe!cf  ^  ^^J^ft^^"  ^^  *^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^»^  by  his  Coronation  Oath  was 
obliged  to  do.  From  whence  that  Author  obferves,  that 
the  Clergy,  afTembled  in  Convocation,  were  not  then 
looked  upon  as  a  diftind  Eftate  of  Parliament,  as  fome 
Men,  adds  he,  without  any  juft  Grounds,  have  fup- 
pofed  ^. 

The  Reader  may  take  Notice,  that  the  firft  Pctitiofi 
of  the  Commons,  relating  to  the  Difchargc  of  the  King's 
i  «e8  1  ftanding  Council,  was  not  anfwered.  out  fValfengham 
I  35  J  ^f  ites  *,  though  we  do  not  it  find  on  Record,  Thai  they 
likewife  defired  that  fome  one  of  the  moft  fit  and  dis- 
creet Barons  might  be  ordained  to  be  near  the  King^s 
Perfon,  who  (hould  be  able  to  return  proper  Anfwera 
to  foreign  Minifters,  k^c.  Upon  which  Thomas  Beau^ 
4hamp,  Earl  of  Warwick^  was,  by  common  Aflent,  af- 

figned 
rTfrreriHiJiorjo/ England,  Vo\,lU,f.%s^.  Rot. Pari.  ^Risk^lU 
Ko.  38. 

a  t>k6  hoc  Anno4 
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Agned  for  tjiat  Purpofe,  and  an  annual  Pcnfion  ap-K,KW#rin* 
pointed  him  for  his  Charge  and  Trouble.  By  this  it 
appears  more  than  probable,  that  the  Duke  of  Lancaflgr^ 
with  the  reft  of  the  Bifbops,  Earls,  and  Barons,  who 
had  been  appointed  Governors  to  the  King  during  his 
Minority,  were  greatly  fufpefled  to  have  embezzled  the 
public  Money,  raifed  by  the  laft  Subfidies  and  Poll-Tax> 
without  any  great  Benefit  to  the  Nation,  They,  there- 
fore, wifely  chofe  to  truft  the  Power  in  one  Hand,  ra- 
ther than  in  many,  who  might  be  fooner  called  to  ad 
Account  for  any  Mifmanagement,  We  (hall  take  our 
I/cave  of  this  Parliament  with  obferving.  That  now  Sir 
Richard  U  Scrope^  for  what  Reafon  is  not  mentioned^ 
furrendered  his  Office  of  Chancellorihip,  and  Simon  Sud^ 
bury  J  Archbilhop  of  Canterbury^  was  put  in  his  Place  ; 
which  was  then  looked  upon  as  a  Degradation  to  his 
Arcbiepifcopal  Dignity, 

The  French  Wzx  continuing  all  this  Time,  with^^uin,ng^.^ 
very  little  or  no  Advantage  to  England^  the  King  again  1380. 
wanted  Money  to  fupport  the  prodigious  Expence  of  it.y^^^^^^l,^,^; 
Accordingly  Writs  were  ifTued  out  to  fummon  a  Parlia- 
ment to  meet  the  Monday  after  the  Feaft  of  All^Saints^ 
at  Northamptm^  notwithftanding  the  late  Ordinance  of 
cralling  no  more  Parliaments  for  fome  Time  :  Befides^ 
that  Town  was  moft  unfit  for  fuch  an  Aflfembly,  bv 
reafon  of  Winter,  and  the  Scarcity  of  Lodging  and  Fueu 
At  the  Time  appointed  it  was,  as  ufual,  adjourned  for 
ibme  Days,  becaufe  that  again  the  continual  Rains  had 
made  the  Roads  almoft  unpaiTable ;  when,  at  laft,  being 
all  met,  that  could  come,  (for  feveral  Lords  were  with 
the  Duke  of  Lancafter  on  the  Scots  Borders)  in  a  Cham- 
ber belonging  to  the  Priory  of  St.  Andrew^  in  Northamp-^ 
ton  J  provided  for  that  Purpofe,  the  Archbiihop  of  Can^ 
ierbury^  as  Chancellor,  declared  to  all  there  prefent  the 
Caufe  of  their  Meeting,  to  this  Purpofe :  *  That  they 

•  could  not  be  ignorant,  that  the  Earl  of  Buckingham     [  359  } 
^  had  been  fent  into  France^  with  an  Army  which  had 

•  coft  the  King  more  Money  than  was  given  him  by 
<  the  laft  Parliament :  Betides,  the  late  Expedition  into 

*  Scotland^  the  Defence  of  Guienne,  and  the  Charges  he 
^  had  been  at  in  Ireland,  had  put  the  King  under  fuch 

*  great  Ncceffities,  that  he  had  been  forced  to  pawn  his 

•  Jewels^ 
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Jewels,  the  Subfidy  on  WooUs  raifing  vipry  little,  fee* 
caufc  of  the  prefent  Difturbancc  in  Flanders  :  That 
the  Soldiers  in  the  Marches  oiCalaisy  Bnji^  and  Cbtr* 
burghj  were  in  Arrear  more  than  three  Months,  and 
it  was  feared  they  might  dcfert  for  Want  of  their  Pay: 
That  they  were  to  confider  the  King  was  very  much 
in  Debt,  and  was  bound,  by  Covenant  and  Indenture^ 
to  pay  the  Earl  oi  Buckingham^  with  others  concerned 
in  that  Expedition,  for  another  half  Year,  now  neat 
ended ;  and  that  the  King  was  alfo  at  a  very  great 
Charge  in  guarding  the  Coafts.  Laftly,  he  deiired 
them  to  advife  the  Kling  how  thefe  Expences  were  to 
be  borne  with  the  moft  Eafe  to  his  Subje<9s  ;  and  how 
the  Kingdom  might  be  heft  defended  againft  all  its 
Enemies,  both  by  Sea  and  Land,  in  as  ihort  a  Time 
as  poffible/ 

The  Commons  took  only  one  Day  to  treat  aboul 
thefe  Affairs,  and  then  returned  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
where,  in  the  Prefence  of  the  King,  Prelates,  and  Peers, 
Sir  John  Gildtrfburgy   again  their   Speaker  *,    '  Dc- 

*  manded  a  more  clear  Declaration  of  what  had  been 
^  faid  to  them,  and  efpecially  what  Sum  was  demanded 

*  to  fupport  the  Charge  ;  praying,  that  no  more  might 

*  be  required  than  was  neceflary,  becaufe  the  Com«* 

*  mons  were  poor,  and  little  able  to  bear  fo  great  a 

*  Charge  any  longer/  Whereupon  a  Schedule  was  de- 
livered in,  by  the  King's  Great  Officers  and  Council, 
Containing  the  Sums  neceflary,  which  amounted  to 
160,000/.  Sterling, 

The  Commons  replied,  *  That  they  thought  the 

*  Sum  demanded  was  too  much,  and  really  infupport-* 

*  able ;  and  prayed.  That  fuch  Moderation  might  be 
^  ufed,  that  no  more  was  to  be  demanded  than  what 
^  was  to  be  borne,  and  was  abfolutely  neceflary  for  the 

*  Caufes  fet  forth  :  And  farther  defired  the  Prelates  and 

*  Lords  would  treat  by  themfelves  about  the  Matter, 

*  and  propound  the  Ways  by  which  any  reafonable  Sum 
^  might  be  levied  and  colledled.' 

The  Lords  took  Time  to  confult  about  this  Aflair ; 
and,  when  they  were  agreed,  they  order'd  the  Commons 
fo  come  before  them,  and  told  them  what  they  refolved 

upon  : 

•  EtillctfuaMwf,  Johan.  GUdeffl>urg,Cfc<^4//Vr,  quavoitUParpta  fmr 
it  Cmmune,  &c.    Brady,  Vol.  111.  p.  343.    R«c.  Tar.  4  Rich.  11.  N^  lo. 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


g/-  E  N  G  L  A  N  D.  383 

upon !  Pirjli  *  That  a  certain  Sum  of  fo  many  Gioats  *  K.  fixtb^ari  U, 

"  might  be  paid  by  every  Perfon  in  the  Kingdom,  both 

Males  and  Females,  the  more  able  to  help  the  left. 

Secondly^  If  that  was  not  agreeable,  to  have  an  Im* 

pofition  upon  all  Manner  of  Merchandizes,  bought  and 

fold  within  the  Realm,  for  a  certain  Term,  every 

Time  they  (hould  be  fold,  to  be  paid  by  the  Vender. 

And,  Thirdly^  their  Advice  was  to  raifc  a  certain  Sum> 

by  Tenths  and  Fifteenths;  butbecaufe  the  laft  Method 

was  grievous  to  the  ooor  Commons,  and  that  they 

could  not  know  what  Sum  it  would  raife,  nor  in  whaf 

Time  the  other  Ways  could  be  expedited,  therefore 

the  Lords  thought  proper  to  pitch  upon  the  Groats^ 

and  propofed  four  or  five  ^  to  be  levied  upon  every 

Perfon  as  above,  this  Way  of  Tallage  feeming  to 

them  the  beft  and  moft  eafy  to  the  Subje<5l/ 

The  Commons,  when  they  had  a  long  Time  debated 

ibout  the  Manner  of  this  Levy,  came  into  full  Parlia« 

ment,  and  made  Proteflation,  '  That  the^  came  not  ta 

f'  rant  any  Thing  that  Day ;  but  they  faid,  that  if  the 
/lergy  would  fupport  a  third  Part  of  the  Charge,  they 
would  grant  100,000  /.  to  be  raifed  by  a  certain  Num- 
ber of  Groats,  fo  that  the  Clergy  would  raife  50,000/* 
which  was  but  reafonable,  for  that  they  pofTefTed  a 
third  Part  of  the  Kingdom  ^ ;  and  prayed  the  King 
and  Lords  to  move  it  to  them,  fpeedily  to  agree  to 
this  Propofal/ 

To  which  the  Prelates  replied,  <  That  their  Granta  [  j6i  J 
were  never  made  in  Parliament,  nor  ought  to  be : 
That  the  Laymen  neither  could  nor  fhould  conftraia 
them  in  that  Cafe ;  and  claimed  the  Liberty  of  the 
Church,  which  before  that  Time  they  had  ever  en- 
joyed. They  defired  that  the  Commons  might  be  en- 
joined to  do  what  they  ought  and  were  bound  to  do  ^ 
and  as  for  themfelves,  they  would  a£t,  under  the  pre- 
fent  Neceffities,  as  they  had  done  before.* 

At  laft  the  Lords  and  Commons  agreed  upon  a  Ca-  A  Cipiutl<m« 
pItation-Tax,  which  was  to  be  three  Groats  of  every  Tax  granted. 

Perfon 

*  The  French  Word  for  this  Coin  ii ,  un  Groffe,  in  Lam-Lstin,  Grojjfd  \ 
which  Sir  Roger  TwyfJen^  in  his  GlolTary  to  the  Decern  Scriptures,  rendere 
Drachms^  <vcr7^«  a  Cfate ;  Nnnen  a  MagnifuJtne  refpeSiu  Denarii,  fuatmr 
qpim  continet  Denmriot.    They  were  firft  coined  by  Edward  III. 

c  ^atrt  ou  tynk  Groteu     Record. 

4  iti  CUrgie,  ^ui  ticufie  U  tiertt  Fartie  del  Rcjslme*    lbid« 
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K,  Ricbtrd  H.  Pcrfbn  of  the  Kingdom,  Male  or  Female,  paft  the  Agu 
of  fifteen  Years,  of  what  State  and  Condition  foever^ 
except  Beggars  ;  the  fuflfcient  People  in  every  Town  to 
contribute  to  the  Affiftance  of  the  lefs  able ;  fo  as  none 
paid  above  fixty  Groats,  including  himfelf  and  his  Wife* 
The  whole  to  be  for  the  Support  of  the  Expedition  xin- 
der  the  Earl  of  Buckingham^  and  the  other  Lords  joinVi 
with  him  in  Brittany^  and  Defence  and  Safeguard  of  the 
Sea-Ports  and  Kingdom.  It  was  further  enafted.  That 
Members  of  Par-^f^  Knight^  Citizen  j  or  Burgefs  of  this  Parliament  Jbould 
fiJ!!^  wT^O^f  *^  C^///^<7r  of  this  Money  ;  but  that  the  Kingjhould  ap- 
i^on  thmoU  p^'^^  fi*^^  as  Jhould  equally  levy  it^  according  to  the  Mean^ 
ing  of  the  Grants  throughout  the  Kingdom,  So  fenfible 
was  this  Parliament  of  the  great  Partiality  of  their  own 
Members,  in  collefting  this  Tax,  even  in  thofe  early 
Times,  that  they  would  not  truft  thcmfelves  with  it.  A 
noble  Inftance  of  a  truly  public  Spirit,  an4  really  a  Self- 
denying  Ordinance. 

On  the  6th  Day  of  December^  when  the  Schedule  of 
the  aforefaid  Poll -Tax  was  read  in  full  Parliament,  the 
Speaker  of  the  Commons  acquainted  the  King,  That 
the  Lords  and  they  had  alfo  agreed  to  renew  the  Grant 
to  him  of  the  Subfidy  on  Wooll,  tfr.  from  that  Time 
to  Martinmas  enfuing,  on  Account  of  the  prefent  pref- 
fing  Occafions.  Afterwards  the  Petitions  of  the  Comr 
mons  being  read  to  the  King,  and  anfwered  by  him,  he 
diflblved  this  Parliament. 

But  tho'  Matters  were  carried  on  fmoothly  within 

Doors  this  laft  Parliament,  yet  the  Poll-Tax  was  ihc 

Occafion  of  a  terrible  Tempeft  without  5  which  in  the 

f  t62  1     ^"^  proved  fatal  to  thofe  whom  the  enraged  Multitude 

'  ^      ■■     took  to  be  the  Advifcrs  of  it.  The  Infurredion  in  Kent^ 

and  its  neighbouring  Counties,  headed  by  two  fuch  in- 

fignificant  Fellows  as  Wat  Tyler  and  Jack  Straw^  had 

probably  occafion'd  a  general  Revolution,  but  that  fomc 

The  faid  Tax    Accidents  prevented  it.     The  Accounts  of  this  Rebel- 

©ccafiont  a  Rt-  jjQn^  ^j^h  the  Rife  and  Fall  of  it,  are  amply  difcourfcd 

^^"*  on  by  our  general  Hiftorians,  wherein  the  Valour  and 

Prudence  of  the  young  Monarch  deferves  a  perpetual 

Memorial.     We  may  reafonably  fuppofe  that  no  com* 

mon  Reader  of  Englijh  Hiftory  is  unacouainted  with  the 

Story  of  this  Rebellion  and  its  tragical  Confequences ; 

JValftngham  and  Knyghton,  both  living  at  that  Time, 

are 
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tirfe  very  particular  in  their  Relation  of  it ;  to  whom,  or^-  tithsrd  U* 

their  Copiers,  we  maft  refer,  fince  it  is  only  confiftent 

-with  our  Defign  to  give  an  Account  of  the  Impofition 

of  a  Tax  iii  rkrliament,  and  not  to  trouble  ourfdves 

-with  what  Grudgings  it  occafioned  by  the  coUeding  ot 

it.    The  afore-named  antient  Hiftorians  have  afchbed 

the  Rife  of  this  Rebellion  to  fome  fcandalous  Indecencies 

pra<^fed  by  the  King's  CclleStors  in  the  gathering  this 

Tax  ^,  but  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the  Populacf » 

that  is,  the  meaner  Kind  of  them,  were  provoked  at  it, 

becaufe  it  was  the  firft  Time  they  ever  had  fuch  an  Im- 

pofition  laid  and  levied  on  them.     However,  a  Poll"- 

Tax  was  hereby  rendered  fo  odious,  that  another  durft 

never  be  attempted  in  any  fucceedingReign,  except  a 

much  later  one,  down  to  our  prefent Times  •*• 

This  dangerous  Rebellion  being  at  length  quaihed, 
the  King  thought  proper  to  fend  out  Writs,  dated  Jufy  [  363  J 
J  6,  for  a  Parliament  to  meet  at  Wejlmnfter^  on  the 
i^ih  of  September  following.  It  was  afterwards  pro^ 
rogued  to  the  Day  after  All-Souls ;  and,  by  reafon  of  a 
Quarrel  which  had  happened  between  two  great  Men» 
the  Duke  of  Lancajler  and  the  Earl  of  Nortbumberland^ 
vrho  came  to  Parliament,  with  each  a  great  Retinue  of 
armed  Followers,  it  was  further  adjourned  tiU  the  King 
could  make  up  the  Difference,  which  was  happily  ended 

VoLk  I.  B  b  a  few 

a  ^CaygbtoiCi  '^^ords  are  thcfe :  Unus  eorum  \ColUBoru9i\  cum  ejpct  md 
kl/fuamv'illam,  ad  faciindam  Inquijitionem  de  di&al^axat  convocari  feeie, 
ism  Vir6i  quam  Mulieres  et  Pueiiulat  i  qncd,  diffu  borribile  •fi^  efurjuik 
impudice  elevavit,  ut  Jic  experiretur  mtrum  corrupts  tjfent  et  tegmta  a  Vi* 
'tis,  yt  Jic  Mere  artaret  Amicos  et  Parentes  pro  eis  folvere  Taxam  \  et  pluret 
^tus  eligerunt  fohere  pro  fuii  Filiatus,  quAm  nfideri  eat  tarn  turpittr  at* 
•traSarU    Col.  263 3. 

,  b  Therte  u  an  Account  of  a  Parliament,  held  ^t  Wtfimmfier  this  Yeai> 
in  Cotton^ a  Abridgement,  p.  193,  in  the  Beginning  cf  May^  but  it  it  not  in 
our  Copy  of  the.Rolli  of  Parliament. . 

Our  o\6th  Englijb  Chronicles  call  this  Tax  a  new  and  dflrange  Subfidyi 
Boliingjbead  writes.  That  great  Grudging,  and  many  a  bitter  Corfe  fol- 
lowed on  the  levying  this  Money,  and  much  Mifchief  rofe  thereof  as  after 
did  appear.  HoUing,  Cbron,  p.  429.  That  glaring  Foreigner,  at  Archhiihop 
NicbolfoH  calls  hirti,  Polydore  Vergil,  very  elegantly  writes  of  this  Poll- 
Tax,  Hac  Exaflio,  ait  tile,  cum  nova  et  infofita,  turn  intolerabilist  ita  PleBit 
Animum  vuheravit,  ut  popeaquam  Pauperei  qui  folvendo  non  erant,  paOini 
tnmqturentet  difas  Voces  in  Autores  tanti  Facinoris  jaSiarunt,  et  nihil  fe  /• 
Modo  proficert  viderunt,  Arma  demum  capienda  natuentes,  jamjam  Mortet 
tt  Manui  tthique  ExaSoribut  intentarint,  Pol.  Vergil,  Hift.  Ang.  Lib,  tx. 
p.  402* 
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k.  Richard  IL  a  ftw  Days  after,  by  caufmg  the  Earl  to  a(k  the  Duke's 
Pardon  ^. 

Anno  Regni  e,       ^"  *^  Meeting,  WUlMm  Covrtmy,  Archbifliop  EleA 

138*.        of  Canterbury  J  and  now  Chancellor  of  England^  declared 

^  Caufe  ot  the  Summons,  and  took  for  his  Theam, 

At  Wifmnfitr.  g^^^  cMV4nire  ficit  Canfilium,  and  in  Efiglijh,  according 
to  the  Record,  made  a  notable  Oration  upon  it.  He 
-applied  his  Text  to  the  good  and  virtuous  Government 
of  the  King,  during  his  Rdgn;  affirming,  ^  That  no 
"*  Reign  could  long  endure,  if  Vice  reigned  in  it;  to  re- 
-^  drefs  whkh  this  ParJiament  was  caH^,  iince  the  Laws 

*  now  in  Being  were  not  able  to  do  it.*  And,  after  the 
iifual  Form  for  receiving  Petitions  was  fettled,  the  Chan- 
cellor told  them  that  this  being  Saturday^  the  Caufe  of 
their  Meeting  ihould  be  more  efpedaliy  declared  to 
Cbeni  on  the  Monday  next. 

On  the  fame  Day  the  Commons  were  called  over  by 
ifaeir  Names,  in  the  White  Chamber  at  Wtftminftgr^ 
^ben  Sir  Hugh  SegrMve^  Treafiirer  of  England^  by  the 
King's  Command,  fpoke,  and  put  tliem  in  Mind  <rf^tbe 
Archbilhop's  Oration,  and  faid,  *  That  the  chief  Cauib 

*  of  their  Summons  was,   firft,  to  take  Care  of  the 

*  Church's  Liberties  and  to  provide  for  the  Maintenance 

*  of  th^  Peace  \  and,  efoecially,  to  puniib  the  Authors 
^  of  the  late  horrible  Tumults  and  Rebellion   made 

*  aeainft  the  King,,  who  had  been  forc^  to  grant  to  the 
{  364  ]     ^  Rebels  Charters  of  Liberty  and  Manumif&on,  who 

^  were  only  Bond-Tenants  and  Villains  of  the  Realm, 

*  under  the  Great  Seal  of  England*     Which  the  King 

*  knowing  to  be  done  againft  Law,  defired  them  to  feek 

*  Remedy  and  provide  for  the  Con  fir  mat  ion.  or  Kevo* 

*  cation  thereof «»/    Laftly,  He  faid,  *  The  King  wa» 

*  much 

c  The  Earl  being  Warden  of  <he  Marches  of  Scotland^  had  ibrifi  Orders 
l»oin  the  Kiog  not  to  fufFcr  any  Perfon  whatfoever  coming  out  of  that 
Kingdom  to  eater  Berwick^  forgetting  that  the  Duke  was  then  there.  Ac 
his  Aetucn,  the  Earl,  on  an  old  Grudge^  took  an  Advantage  of  the  King'* 
Orders,  and  denied  him  Entrance  into  Berwuk,  which  occafioned  the  Quar- 
rel, It  was  well  for  tlie  Duke  that  he  was  on  this  Northern  Expedition  ; 
for  if  he  had  been  in  the  South,  he  bad  foliea  a  Sacriiice  in  the  late  Re- 
bellion, being  a  Man  extremely  odious  to  the  Populace,  Sam*  Damicl  iji 
Kinuet,  f .  24s* 

d  The  Charter  of  Manumiffion,  or  Freedom,  which  the  King  was  oblU 
ged  fo  give  to  the  Rebels,  is  too  extraordinary  to  be  omitted. 

Richardus,  DeiGratim^  Rex  Anglia  &  Francis,  fif  Domiaus  Hiberni*  5 
•muibus  Ballivis,  &  FidMut  fu/'s,  ad  ^uot  fra/oites  Literal  pervcntrint. 
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*  much  in  Debt,  and  in  great  Want  of  Money  to  main-  K,  KUhord  ir.^ 

*  tain  his  Court  and  the  Wars/ 

The  Commons  retiring  to  their  accuftomed  Place,  the 
Chapter-Houfe  oi  fVeflmtnfter-Abbey,  chofe  Sir  Richard^^J^^^^^l^^ 
Waldegrave^  Knight,  their  Speaker;  and  returning chofcnSpcaklri 
with  him  into  Parliament,  November  i8,  the  feid  Sir 
Richard  it(vcti  to  be  excufed  and  difcharged  from  the 
Office ;  but  the  King  infifting,  upon  his  Allegiance,  that 
he  (hould  ftand,  as  being  chofen  by  his  Companions'^  he 
made  the  ufual  Proteftation.  This  is  the  firft  Inftancc 
of  a  Speaker  pleading  to  be  excufed  from  the  Office. 

Afterwards  the  Lords  and  Commons,  together,  came 
unanimoufly  to  this  Refolution,  That  all  Grants  of 
Liberties  and  Mammijfion^  to  the  f aid  Villains  and  Bona^ 
Tenants^  obtained  by  Force ^  were  in  Dijherifon  ofthem^ 
the  Lords  and  Commons^  and  DeJiruSiion  of  the  Realm  ; 
and  therefore^  to  be  nulled  and  made  void  by  Authority  of 
this  Parliament. 

The  Commons  alfo  petitioned   the  King,    *  That 

*  fince  the  reft  of  the  Charge  was  for  Matters  which 

*  highly  concerned  the  State  of  the  Realm,  they  might 

*  have  certain  Bifhops  and  Lords  to  confult  with  them» 

*  fince  they  thought  their  Advice  would  be  very  much     [  365  J 

*  to  the  Purpofe/ 

The  Anfwer  was,  *  That  they  fhould  give  in  the 

*  Names  to  the  King  in  Writing,  of  fuch  as  they  defi- 

*  red,  that  he  might  advife  about  it;'  which  being  done, 
the  King  granted  their  DeJlre,  and  three  Bifhops  and 
ten  Lords  were  affigned  for  the  Purpofe. 

And  the  Commons  further  pray'd  the  King,  *  That 

*  the  Prelates  by  themfelves,  the  Lords  Temporal  by 

*  themfelves,  the  Knights  by  themfelves,  the  Judges  by 

*  themfelves,  and  all  other  £ftates  fmgly,  might  be  or- 
<  dered  to  treat  about  their  Charge ;  and  that  their  Ad- 

B  b  2  *  vice 

Salutem :  Sa'atis  fuod  Je  Gratia  mftta  fpeciali  manumij/imus  uni^trfos  iigros, 
&  fiigulcM  fuMitos  noftroSf  ac  altot  Comitatut  Hertfbrdue,  &  ipfiSi  &  eomm 
fuemkktt  ab  cmni  Bondagio  exuimust  &  fvietci  fadmus  per  frafentcT,  ac 
etiampardonatnus  eijdem  Itgeis  ac  fubditis  nojiris  omnimodas  Felontat,  Prodi^ 
eionei,  Tranfirefftoaes,  &  Extertiones,  per  iphs  vel  aliqutm  eorurn  ^ualiter" 
eunpie  faSas,  five  ptrpetratas,  ac  etiam  Utlagariam^  cT  Utlfigarias,  fi  qua 
vel  qu^t  in  ipfis,  vel  aJiquem  ipfrrum  fuiht  vel  futrint  biis  Occafionibmt 
promulgata  nfcl promulgate,  &  Jummam  Pacem  nofiram  eii  &  coram  cuilibet 
inde  concedimus* 

In  cujus  Ret  Teftimonium,  bat  Literat  woftras  fieri  fetimut  Pattnttu  Tiefit 
vifipfo  apud  London,  15  Die  Junli^  Anno  Regn:  nojiri  quarto^ 

e  £lux  par  /es  CompaignQnu 
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*  vice  might  be  reported  to  the  Commons.*  To  whictl 
it  was  anfwered,  '  That  the  King  had  charged  the 
^  Lords,  and  other  Sages,  to  commune  diligently  opon 

<  the  faid  Matters  ;  but  the  antient  Cuftom  and  Form 

*  of  Parliament  had  always  been,  that  the  Commons 

*  (houid  firft  fupport  thdr  Advice,  upon  the  Matters 

*  given  them  in  Charge,  to  the  King  and  Lords  of  Par- 

*  liament,  and  not  on  the  contrary ;  and  therefore  the 
^  King  would,  that  the  antient  and  good  Cuftoms  and 

*  Form  of  Parliament  (hould  be  kept  and  obfervcd/ 

After  the  Commons  had  conferred  with  the  Lords, 
they  return'd  into  the  Parliament,  *  And  made  great 

<  Complaint  of  the  Government  of  the  Realm,  which, 

<  if  not  amended,  the  Kingdom  would  be  in  (hort  Time 

*  ruined :  They  complained  alfo  of  the  Government 

*  about  the  King's  Perfon,  his  Court,  the  exceffive 
^  Number  of  his  oervants ;  of  the  Abufes  in  the  Cban^ 

*  cery^  Ktng^s-Bencb^  Common-PUas^  Exchequer ;  and  of 

*  grievous  Oppreffions  in  the  Country,  by  the  great 
«  Multitude  or  Maintainers  of  Quarrels,  who  behaved 

*  themfelves  like  Kings  in  the  Country,  fo  as  there 

<  was  very  little  Law,  or  Right  j  and  of  other  Things, 

<  which  they  faid  were  theCaufe  of  the  late  Commo- 

<  tions,  and  Mifchiefs  of  the  Land,  and  requefted  they 
^  might  be  amended. 

The  King,  by  Advice  of  the  Lords  and  his  Council, 
granted,  *  That  certain  Prelates,  Lords,  and  others, 

*  (hould  furvey  and  examine  the  Government  of  his  Pcr- 
«  fon  and  Court,  and  to  think  of  fufficient  Remedies.* 
The  Perfons  chofen  to  make  this  Inquiry  were,  the 
Duke  of  Lancajler^  the  Archbifliop  Eleft  of  Canterbury^ 
the  Archbifhop  of  Tork^  the  Bilhops  of  Winchejiery  Ely^ 
Exeter^  and  Rochefler  j  the  Earls  of  Arundele^  JVar-^ 
wicky  Stafford^  Suffolk^  and  Salijbury  j  the  Lords  Zoucb, 
Nevily  Grey  oi  Ruthin^  2inA  Fitz-Walteri  Sit  Ricbard 
le  Scropiy  Sir  Guy  de  Brian^  and  others.  The  King'a 
Confefibr  was  charged  to  abftain  from  coming  to,  or  re- 
maining at.  Court,  unlefs  at  the  four  great  Feftivals  of 
the  Year  s  this  was  done  at  the  Requeft  of  the  Com* 
mons,  and  AfTent  of  the  Lords,  being  one,  as  waa 
then  fuppofed,  that  gave  the  King  ill  Advice. 

Then  follow  certain  Petitions  of  the  Commons,  tho' 
the  Anfwers  to  them  are  not  fet  down. 

Firfb 
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P/r/?,  .They  Petition  the  Duke  of  Lancafter^  and  the  K.  Kithtrd  II. 
ether  Lords,  affign'd  by  the  King  for  that  Purpofe» 
•  To  place  the  moft  difcreet  and  valuable  Officers  about 
the  King's  Perfon,  and  his  Court ;  to  appoint  a  Chan- 
cellor, jSarons,  and  Officers  in  the  Exchequer,  Judges 
cf  one  Bench  and  the  other  \  that  they  might  know  their 
Names,  and  what  they  were  to  do,  and  the  Method 
they  were  to  take  in  the  Regulation  of  the  Realm,  after 
thefe  Things  were  done/ 

They  alfo  petition,  '  That  an  End  mijght  be  made  of 
the  War,  which  was  in  great  Part  maintain'd  by  the* 
Goods  that  the  Enemies  of  the  Nation  took,  by  Sea  and 
Land,  from  the  Englijh^  to  the  great  Difhonour  of  the 
Government  and  Nation,  and  Deftru£tion  of  the  whole 
Realm/ 

They  likewife  petition,  *  That  certain  of  the  Chief 
Clerks  in  Chancery,  certain  Juftices,  Barons  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, and  others,  learned  in  the  Law,  might  confult 
of  the  Grievances  above  ;  and  that  certain  Merchants 
might  declare  the  Caufes  of  the  low  Prices  of  our  Com- 
modities, the  carrying  over  our  Money,  waihing  and 
clipping  thereof/ 

Then  the  Commons  brought   into  Parliament    a  Petitions  of  the 
Draught,  contaiping  three  Articles,  for  as  many  Sorts  of  Commons  for 
Pardons,  if  the  King  would  pleafe  to  grant  them.  ^^i  h"  bT 

The/r/?  was.  For  the  Lords,  Gentlemen,  t^c.  that,  in  xumulu  *  *   ^ 
Kefiftance  of  the  Rioters  and  Traitors,  caufed  fome  of 
tbem  to  be  flain,  without  due  Procefs  of  Law. 

The  fecortdy  To  appeafe  and  quiet  the  Minds  of  the 
common  People,  concerning  all  Treafons  and  Felonies 
committed  in  the  late  Riots  and  Tumults.  This  was  C  3^7  3 
granted,  with  fome  Exceptions,  provided  that  fuch  as 
received  Damages  and  Loiles  by  thefe  Infurre£tions, 
ihould  not  by  this  Pardon  be  fore-clofed  from  recovering 
any  Recompence  by  due  Courfe  of  Law. 

The  third  was,  Fcr  the  good  People  that  kept  them- 
ielves  in  Peace,  and  were  noways  confenting  to  the  faid 
Tumults  and  Infurredions,  yet  were  fomeways  con* 
cerned,  by  favouring  or  receiving  the  Rebels. 

This  Bufinefs  of  the  Pardons  being  over,  the  Com* 

mons  made  a  Rehearfal  of  their  Requefts  and  Grievances 

which  they  would  have  amended,  and  dciired  to  have 

a  View  of  what  was  done  in  that  Matter  i  which  the 

B  b  3  King 
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K^BidsrdTL  King  then  did  not  immediately  anfwer,  but  told  tbem^ 

<  He  had  been  at  great  Expence  in  quieting  the  Nation 
«  of  the  late  Tumults  and  otherwife,  as  was  declared  to 
«  them  before  by  his  Officers ;  and  that  he  was  to  be  at 
«  further  great  Expences,  by  reafon  of  the  Queen's  co- 

*  ming  over,  her  Marriage,  and  Coronation,  which  were 
^  fuddenly  to  be  celebrated  ;  alfo  in  guarding  the  Seas, 

*  and  keeping  his  Fortrefles  abroad,  and  for  Defence  of 

*  the  Realm  at  home ;  for  the  Difcbarge  of  which  Debts» 

<  and  the  Supply  of  his  Expences,  heiud  nothing  in  his 

*  Treafury.' 

To  which  the  Commons  anfwered,  *  That,  confider* 
^  ing  the  evil  Hearts  and  Rancour  of  the  People  through 

*  the  whole  Realm,  they  neither  durft  nor  would  grant 

*  any  Manner  of  Tairage.'  They  alfo  defired  the  Par- 
liament might  be  adjourned  'till  after  Chriftmas^  which 
was  granted;  and  then  they  alfo  defired  again  to  know 
the  Extent  of  bis  Grace  and  Favour  in  pardonirg :  To 
which  the  King  replied,  '  That  it  was  not  the  Cuftom 

*  of  Parliament  to  havj  a  general  Pardon,  and  fuch  Fa- 
^  vour  firom  the  King,  when  the  Commons  would  not 

*  grant  him  any  Thing ;'  and  told  them,  *  He  would 

*  advlfe  further  of  his  Grace  and  Pardon,  untill  they 
^  fhould  do  what  belonged  to  them :'  And  faid,  more- 

*  over,  *  It  was  cuftomary  to  grant  Pardons  the  laft  Day 

*  of  the  Parliament,  when  he  anfwered  their  Supplica- 

*  tions  and  Petitions  in  Writing.'  The  Commons 
replied  again,  *  That,  for  the  Grant  of  a  Subfidy  oa 

*  Wbolls,  faTf .  they  fhould  take  Time  to  confider  of  it  :* 
To  which,  on  the  Part  of  the  King,  it  was  anfwered^ 

*  That  he  alfo  would  confider  of  their  Pardons.* 

Upon  this  the  Commons  retired ;  and  in  a  fmall  Time 
after,  being  better  advifed,  they  came  before  the  Lords, 
[  368  ]      iaving,  *  They  had  confidered  the  great  Charge  the  King 
^  had  been  at,  as  well  here  as  beyond  Sea;'  and  then  the 
Which  the  King  Prelates,  Lords,  and  Commons  a^.eed  to  continue  the  . 
agrees  to,  on  the  Subfidy  on  Wooll,  Leather,   and  Wooll-fells,  untill 
Grajitof  <  Sub-  Candlemas  next  enfuing,  as  it  was  laft  granted  ;  where- 
upon the  King  ordered  a  Declaration  to  be  read  of  his 
Grace  and  Pardon  to  all  Sorts  of  People,  a  certain  Num- 
ber there  fpccified  only  excepted  ;  at  which  the  Com- 
mons exprcffed  great  Joy,  and  gave  the  King  their  mofl: 
humble  and  fincere  Thanks  for  fuch  bis  Grace  and  Fa-% 

vour» 
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vour  *.  The  Names  of  the  excepted  Perfons  are  zllK,  Richard  lu 
entered  on  the  Rolls,  to  the  Number  of  fbme  Hundreds; 
amongft  whom  are  fome  Priefls,  but  not  one  Gentle- 
man; the  reft  have  their  Trades  feverally  fpecified 
againft  their  Names,  and  Towns  and  Counues  where 
they  lived :  By  all  which  it  appears,  that  thefe  Rioters, 
who  did  fo  much  Mifchief,  and  went  near  to  overturn 
the  whole  State,  were  compofed  of  the  very  Dregs  of 
the  People  **  j  and,  if  we  confider  that  they  were  the 
Perfons  the  moft  hurt  by  this  Poll-Tax,  the  Wonder 
ivill  ceafe  that  they  fhould  rife  upon  it,  efpecially  when 
headed  by  fuch  bold  and  daring  Fellows  as  their  Leaders 
are  reprefented  to  be.  -^ 

In  this  SefEon  of  Parliament  j|reat  Complaints  were 
made  againft  the  Mayor,  Bailies,  and  People  of  the 
Town  of  Cambridge^  for  their  Adlions  againft  that  Uni- 
verfity  in  the  late  Tumults ;  and  the  faid  OfEcers  bein^ 
fummoned  to  appear  before  the  King  and  his  Council 
in  Parliament,  they  appeared  and  denied  the  Matters  of 
lFz£t  J  which  being  proved,  they  fubmitted  themfelves 
to  the  King's  Mercy :  Whereupon,  their  Franchifes  be- 
ing given  up,  fome  of  them  were  granted  to  the  Univer- 
fity,  and  the  Refldue  the  King  granted  agfiin  to  the 
Town. 

About  the  Middle  of  December  the  Parliament  was  pro-  The  ParKamcUtt 
rogued  to  the  Middle  of  January^  on  Account  of  Chrifi-  prorogued, 
mas  being  near,  and  the  young  King's  going  to  be  married 
to  Anne^  Sifter  to  IVenceJlauSy  Emperor  i^  Germany  and 
King  of  Bohemia :  And  it  was  ordered  that  all  Pleas, 
Cauies,  and  other  Matters  moved  in  this  Parliament, 
with  all  -other  Things,  ihould  remain  undetermined  to 
that  Time^  When  they  met  again,  the  firft  Thing 
the  Parliament  went  upon  was,  to  take  into  Confidera- 
tion  a  Propofal  made  by  the  Duke  ofLancaJler^  to  make 
another  Expedition  into  Portugal^  if  the  Parliament 
would  allow  him  60,000  /.  to  pay  the  Wages  of  2000 
Men  at  Arms,  and  2000  Archers,  for  half  a  Year. 

For 

a  Rot.  Pari.  5  Richard  11.  No.  63. 

b  Such  as  Labourers,  Tilers,  Coblers,  Tinkers,  Taylors,  Sheremen,  ^. 
.Amongft  thefe  ace  very  many  of  the  City  of  London,  who  had  joined  the 
.Ketitijh  Rebels  on  this  Occafion. 

c  It  was  enaiied  in  this  Parliament,  '  That  no  Gold  or  Silver  Aould 
'  be  carried  out  of  this  Kingdom,  either  in  Coin  or  otherwife.*  Jt  beiag 
found  then,  m  well  as  now,  that  Traffic  with  ready  Money  impovcriflies  a 
Nation.    iSam,  Darnel  m  Kennst,  ^,  2 ^(), 
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K.  Richard  Ih  For  the  better  undcrftanding  this  Propofal,  it  is  nc* 
r  <6o  1  ^^^^^  ^^  inform  the  Reader,  that  this  John  a  Gaunt^ 
'■  3  9  J  Puke  oiLancafteTy  was  alfo,  in  Right  of  his  Wife,  titu- 
lar King  of  Caftili  and  Leon ;  but  kept  out  of  Pofleffion 
by  Henry  the  Baftard^  who  had  murdered  Don  Pedro^ 
the  laft  King,  the  Duke's  Wife's  Father.  The  Duke 
had  fo  far  prevailed  with  the  King  and  Council  of  Bmg» 
landj  as  to  fend  a  fmall  Army,  the  Year  before,  ta 
the  Affiftance  of  the  King  of  Portugal^  at  that  Time 
hard  put  to  it  by  the  faid  Henry  the  Bajierd.  The  Par- 
iuguefe  offered  very  advantageous  Terms  for  thefe  Suc- 
cours; amongft  others,  that  they  would  prevent,  by 
the  Power  of  their  Fleet,  the  French  and  Spaniards  from 

foing  \Xi  or  out  of  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar.  Edmund 
)arl  of  Cambridge  J  the  King's  Uncle,  was  made  Ge** 
neral  of  this  Expedition,  who,  arriving  at  Lifion^  was 
the  Means  of  faving  that  City ;  for  it  Was  foon  after 
befieged  by  the  Spaniards^  and  had  been  taken,  but  for 
a  vigorous  Sally  made  by  the  Englijh^  which  obliged 
them  to  raife  the  Siege  with  great  Shame  and  Lois. 

The  Duke's  Reafons  for  this  fecond  Expedition  into 
fortugaly  were,  *  For  the  faving  fuch  Englijh  Soldier 

*  as  were  ftill  there  j  for  the  Recovery  of  his  own  Right 

*  in  Spain ;  and,  alfo,  for  the  Safeguard  of  the  Sea, 

*  Prefcrvation  of  the  Realm  of  England^  and  the  De- 

*  ftrudion  of  her  Enemies.     Offering  to  repay  the  Sum 

*  ftipulated  in  three  Years,  either  in  Money,  or  by 
^  fome  acceptable  Service.'  This  Demand  occafioned 
a  long  Debate  amongft  the  Lords,  fome  approving  of 
the  Reafons,  and  others  not ;  but  the  latter  were  the 
Majority  at  this  Time. 

ASnbfidygrant-  On  the  2^th  of  February  the  Lords  and  Commons 
edforthe  Affift-refolved,  *  That,  confidering  the  King's  great  Neceffi- 
ties,  and  the  Number  and  Strength  of  his  Enemies, 
both  at  Sea  and  Land,  with  the  great  Expences  he 
muft  be  ^t  for  the  Defence  of  the  Kingdom,  agab(l 
fuch  Force,  they  Would  of  their  own  Free- Will  grant 
to  the  King  the  Subfidy  on  Wooll,  WooU-fells,  and 
Leather,  as  it  was  in  the  laft  Grant,  from  that  very 
Day  to  the  Feaft  of  St.  Jchn  Baptifi  next  coming; 
and  from  thence  for  four  Years  more,  whether  fuch 
Armaments  fhould  be  made  Ufe  of  in  the  Voyage  of 
the  Lord  of  Lancajier  into  Spain^  or  in  any  other 

*  Manner. 
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*  Manner:'  But  with  this  exprefi  Proteftatioo  of  theK.  l^V^^rrfU, 
Commons,  That  it  was  not  their  Intention  to  be  obliged^ 
hy  any  Words  in  this  Grants  to  quarrel  or  have  a  War 
Wth  Spain  ;  but  they  only  gave  it  for  the  Defence  of  thg 
Kingdom^  and  Ref  fiance  of  its  Enemies ;  as  itjhouldfeem 
iefi  to  the  King*s  good  and  honourable  Council  to  advije  and 
crdain  about  it.  And  farther  the  Commons  pray.  That 
if  a  Mace  or  a  Truce  flioukl  happen  to  take  Place,  with*> 
inXiie  Time  the  faid  Subfidj  was  granted  to,  that  then 
yme  Revenue,  or  Profits  or  it,  (hould  be  fo  difcreetly 
and  fafely  kept,  that,  when  another  Occafion  offered, 
it  might  ferve  for  the  Aid  and  common  Good  of  the 
Kingdom  *. 

In  this  Parliament  Sir  Richard  le  Scrope^  a  Man  o(  sir  Ricbsni  k 
known  Judgment,  Learning,  and  Integrity,  was  again  ^^''^  removed 
appointed  Lord-Chancellor.     But,  very  foon  after  itsc^^^j^for 
DifFolution,  by  the  Iniligation  of  fome  Courtiers,  who  refuAog  to*pa(t 
were  but  inferior  Officers  to  the  King,  becaufe  Sir  Rich^  ^vcral  Granu. 
ard  would  not  pafs  fome  large  Grants  of  Eflates  to 
them,  which  had  efcheated  to  the  Crown,  the  Seals 
were  taken  from  him,  and  given  to  Robert  Braybroke^ 
Biihop  of  London.     This  is  mentioned  as  the  firft  un- 

F^pular  h(k  of  this  King's  Reign,  and  what  gave  the 
ublic  a  Diflike  to  his  Government ;  or  rather,  fayi 
Waljinghamy  to  that  of  his  Miniilers,  who  then  mana- 

f^i  Affairs,  and  played  upon  the  King's  Youth,  and  the 
afinefs  of  his  Nature.  At  this  Time,  alfo,  were  made 
ieveral  Statutes  concerning  Strangers  being  admitted  to 
buy  and  fell  Commodities  in  their  own  hfames,  with- 
out any  Hindrance  of  the  Engli/h  Merchants  ;  likewife, 
for  the  forbidding  of  Furs,  and  regulating  the  Excefs  of 
Apparel  in  inferior  People;  to  fettle  the  Price  of  Wines, 
^d  many  other  Matters.  LafUy,  great  Care  was  taken 
to  provide  Remedy  for  thofe  who  had  loft  their  Deed* 
of  Eftates,  Conveyances,  or  other  Records,  in  the  late 
Infurredlion,  by  Fire  or  otherways.  The  aforefaid 
Author,  at  the  End  of  his  Account  of  this  Parliament, 
adds  this  (evere  Refleftion,  But  what  do  J^s  of  Parlia-  t:»c  King,  hy 
rnentfignifyy  when^  after  they  are  made^  they  take  no  EffeSiy  p J^'^^^'cwndt 
or  are  nothing  regarded ;  fince  the  King^  by  Advice  of  his  f^^l^^^^^x)^ 

Privy  Council^  took  upon  him  to  alter y  or  wholly  fet  ajidoy  termmatiom  of 

^/yFarliamcnt, 

d  Rot.  Pari.  5  Rick*  11,  p.  2.  N^  6S,  €^, 
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Kf^i4hmri\U  sO  thfife  Things  whUb^  by  general  Confent^  had  been  sr^ 
dained  in  Parliament  ^. 

.  It  ihould  feem  that  this  laft  Parliament  was  again  pro- 
rogued or  adjourned  to  the  Morrow  after  St.  Jobn-Port- 
Latiny  or  the  feventh  Day  of  May  in  the  fame  Year  ; 
for  we  find  another  Meeting  of  one  at  Wejiminfter  en- 
tered on  the  Rolls,  there  called  Pars  fecunda^  though 
it  is  not  at  all  taken  Notice  of  in  the  Abridgement. 
This  Parliament  opens  with  all  the  Ceremonies  of  a 
new  one ;  as  to  calling  over  the  Names  of  the  Knights, 
Citizens,  and  Burgefles,  appointing  Receivers  and  Triers 
of  Petitions  for  foreign  Parts,  ^c.  tho/  after  all,  there 
was  but  very  little  Bufinefs  done  at  it. 

In  this  Parliament  the  Record  fays%  that  Sir  Richard 
le  Scrope  opened  the  Caufe  of  the  oummons,  by  which 
we  learn  that  he  was  not  yet  removed  from  the  Office 
of  Chancellor.  He  told  the  Lords  and  Commons,  That 
the  Revenue  arifing  from  the  Subfidy  on  Woolls,  fs'r. 

Granted  by  the  laft  Parliament,  was  not  fufficient  for  the 
)ccafion8  of  the  State  :  That,  foon  after  the  faid  Par- 
liament was  finiibed,  the  King  had  called  a  great  Coun- 
cil of  Prelates  and  Lords  to  meet  at  IVindjor^  to  have 
their  Advice,  and  to  acquaint  them  that  it  was  his  firm 
Purpofe  to  go  abroad  in  Pcrfon  and  carry  a  Royal  Army 
into  France :  And  that  the  faid  Lords  knowing  well  the 
•Scarcity  of  Money  that  was  in  the  Treafury,  and,  on 
the  other  Side,  the  great  Benefit  and  Profit  that  would 

accrue 

«  Sed  jvid  juvant  Statuta  ParUamentorwmt  &c,    Wainngham. 

In  this  Parliament,  or  the  next,  JVilliam  Vfford,  Earl  of  Suffolk,  bong 
chofcn,  by  the  Kjiightt  of  the  Shire,  &4»  to  deliver  their  Nfindf  to  the 
King  and  Parliament,  at  the  Inflant  be  was  going  up  the  Stairs  for  th«t 
Purpofe,  fell  down  dead  in  the  Hands  of  his  Servants.  He  was  a  Noble- 
man much  lamented,  on  Account  of  his  great  Humanity  and  Affability  to 
•11  Men.     Ho//iHgJbead*s  Chrcn,  p.  440. 

Another  polite  haliany  who  wrote  the  Hiftory  of  the  Civil  Wars  in  £»/- 
land,  under  the  Contefts  between  the  two  Houfes  of  Tork  and  Lcncafier^ 
fays.  That  this  King,  amongft  the  moft  confiderable  Jewels  of  his  Crown, 
'had  one  inch^fed  in  it  by  the  Laws,  that  thofe  Fathers  who  die  in  the 
Konage  of  their  Sons,  the  latter  fall  under  his  Tuition,  *tiU  the  one  and 
twentieth  Year  of  their  Age  ;  all  their  Lands  redounding  from  the  afore- 
faid  Time  to  the  King,  favc  the  third  Part  which  is  refer ved  for  their  Edu- 
cation. By  this  Prerogative,  he  adds,  Rickord  enjoyed  the  great  Income, 
fallen  unto  him  by  the  Death  of  ihe  Earl  cf  March  and  feveral  others  ;  all 
.  *  wtich  he  bcftowed  upon  Men  cf  no  Ufe  nor  Merit,  Sir  frazas  LisRdt^ 
'tranrtatcd  by  Henry  Earl  of  Monviouth,  p.  3.  Fcl.  Land,  i(i^i» , 

f  KoU  Pari.  5  Rub,  II.  Pan  Jccunda,  N^.  3, 
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aecrue  to  the  Nation,  if  God  (hould  profper  fuch  zn^*^<^^^* 
Undertaking,  out  of  their  great  Generofity  and  Courage^ 
had  all  offered  to  ferve  the  King  in  his  Wars  for  one 
whole  Year  entire ;  and  to  provide  a  larze  Number  of 
Men  at  Arms  and  Archers  to  ferve  for  hngle  Wages : 
That  all  the  Merchants  in  London^  and  other  great 
Towns  in  England^  two  or  three  of  the  moft  fuffident 
of  them,  had  been  fummoned  and  confulted  about  a 
Loan  of  Money  for  the  Purpofe,  but  that  they  made  a 
Difficulty  of  lending  fuch  a  large  Sum  without  the  Se- 
curity of  Parliament :  It  was  for  this  Reafon,  and  for 
the  safeguard  of  the  Realm  during  the  King's  Abfence^ 
that  this  Parliament  was  called,  and  for  no  other  Caufe 
whatfoever :  That  the  King  prayed  they  would  take  the 
Matter  into  Confideration,  and  do  therein  as  they  valued* 
bis  Honour  and  the  common  Good  of  the  whole  Realm^ 
a«  it  was  the  iirft  Enterprize  he  ever  undertook* 

A  Day  or 'two  after  this  Declaration  was  made  the 
Commons  came  before  the  King  and  Lords,  and  de- 
manded what  Sum  of  Money  was  wanted  to  fit  out  this 
Expedition.  They  were  anfwered.  That  a  Sum  not  lefs 
than  60,000/.  would  do  for  the  Purpofe ;  and  that  it 
would  coft  much  more  to  furnith  out  and  pay  the  Wages 
of  3000  Men  at  Arms,  and  3000  Archers,  for  half  a 
Year :  That  if  God  (hould  blefs  them  with  Succefs,  it 
would  turn  out  to  the  double  Advantage  of  the  Nation^ 
as  well  as  the  Safeguard  and  Defence  of  it. 

After  this  a  Committee  of  Merchants,  there  named, 
were  appointed  to  coniider  of  advancing  and  lending  the 
aforeiaid  Sum  ;  but  fome  of  that  Body  having  been  for- 
merly ruined  by  Loans  of  that  Kind,  which  never  were 
repaid,  were  very  fliy  in  this  Cafe:  They  faid,  however. 
That  if  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  the  Knights, 
Efquires,  and  inferior  Clergy  of  the  Realm,  would 
freely  lend  the  King  a  confiderable  Sum,  without  In- 
tereft,  then  they  would  do  the  like  upon  good  Security, 
otherwife  they  neither  would  nor  durft  lend  any  ». 

Upon  this  Refufal,  there  appeared  no  other  Way  of 
ralGng  Money  than  for  the  Parliament  to  join  with  the 
King,  in  granting  Licence  to  all  Manner  of  foreign* 
Merchants  to  buy  and  fell  Goods  all  over  England^ 

immediately 

g  Par  Suertie  Juffifante  ;  jwjri,  en  autre  Manere,  ne  i-errcnt  nene  ojent 
r)en  apprejitr.    Hot,  ParJL  5  Rich*,  II.  Part  II,  No,  11. 
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IC  Richard  II.  immediately  paying  half  a  Mark  for  the  accuftomed 
Duties  and  Subudies'  on  them  till  Michaelmas  next  en- 
Aitng ;  but  this  alfo  not  anfwering  the  Purpofe,  the 
King's  Expedition  was  laid  afide,  and  nothing  more 
done  as  to  the  Wir  ;  only  the  Merchants  of  the  Wcft- 
ern  Parts  of  England  offering  to  maintain  a  Fleet  till 
Michaelmas  come  two  Years  for  the  Safeguard  of  the 
Sea,  it  was  accepted. 

Thefc  Matters  were  moft  or  all  of  the  Bufinefs  done 
at  this  Meeting,  which  make  only  feventeen  Articles 
on  the  Rolls ;  for  no  Petitions  for  Redrefs  of  Grievances 
were  prefented  to  the  Kins  from  the  Commons,  pro- 
bably, becaufe  they  granted  him  no  Money.  But  one 
Thine,  however,  done  at  this  Time,  muft  not  be  omit* 
<ed,  fince  it  is  ftriSly  Parliamentary ;  which  is.  That 
the  King,  with  the  Confent  of  the  Lords  and  Com- 
mons, willeth  and  ordaineth.  That  all  and  fmgular  Per- 
sons, who,  from  henceforth,  {hall  be  fumm'oned  to  Par* 
liament,  be  they  Archbifhops,  Bifliops,  Abbots,  Priors, 
Dukes,  Earls,  Barons,  Bannerets,  Knights  of  Shires, 
Citizens,  or  BurgefTes,  or  any  other  Perfons  whatfoever, 
diat  ihall  not  obey  the  faid  Summons  and  give  their  At- 
tendance, without  fome  juft  and  reafonable  Excuie 
made  to  the  contrary,  they  fliall  be  amerced,  or  other- 
ways  punifhed,  as  of  the  antient  Ufage  of  Parliaments 
it  ufed  to  be  :  Alfo,  That  if  any  Sheriff  of  a  County 
within  this  Realm,  fhould  be  fo  negligent  as  not  to 
make  due  Returns  of  Writs  of  Summons,  or  omit,  in 
fuch  Returns,  any  Cities  or  Boroughs  that  have  antiently 
fent  Members  to  Parliament,  he  ihall  be  punifhed  aa 
was  formerly  by  Law  accuftomed. 

AnnoRegnl  6,      The  next  Parliament  we  meet  with,  on  Record,  and 

1 3^3-       is  alfo  in  the  Abridgement,  was  called  for  to  meet  about 

At  Wtfimnfier,  Michatlmas  in  the  fixth  Year  of  this  King  ;  when  the 

King,  the  Prelates,  and  Lords,  being  aflembled  in  the 

[  J7I  ]      Painted-Chamber^  the  Names  of  the  Knights,  Citi^ns^ 

and  BurgefTes  were  called  over  before  them.     After 

which,   the  BKhop  oi  London^  as  Chancellor,  opened 

the  Caufe  of  their  Meeting  to  be,  *  For  the  better  De- 

^  fence  of  the  Nation  againft  its  Enemies,  and  to  pro- 

•  vide  Means  for  that  Purpofe.' 

Dr. 
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Dr.  John  Gilbert,  Bifliop  of  Hereford,  by  the  King's  K,  RUUrdiU 
Command,  further  explain'd  the  Caufe  of  Summons ; 
end  propofed  two  Ways  to  deal  with  the  Enemies  of 
the  Kingdom ;  one  by  making  ufe  of  the  Flemings,  who 
ofiered  their  Service,  againft  them  \  and  the  other,  to 
clofe  with  the  Oflfer  of  the  Duke  of  Lancajler,  made  in 
the  laft  Parliament,  who  now  had  reduced  his  Demand 
for  the  Support  of  his  Army  from  60  to  43,000  /. 

Thefc  Matters  being  of  fo  high  a  Nature,  the  Com- 
mons, as  ufual,  made  their  Requeft  to  the  Lords  to 
have  fuch  as  they  named  to  confult  with  them  about 
the  Charge ;  which  was  granted,  and  the  Names  of  the 
Xrords  entered  upon  the  Roll.  After  a  Conference  be- 
tween the  Lords  and  Commons  they  granted  the  King 
9L  Tenth  and  a  Fifteenth,  *  By  reafon,  as  they  faid,  of  ^^^^^^^  %t!&A 

*  the  great  Danger  the  Nation  was  in  from  the  mighty  ^^  Frencbl^ 

*  Preparations  of  the  French  King  againft  them,  to  be 

<  employed  as  the  Kins,  by  the  Advice  of  his  Council 

*  and  the  Lords  of  the  Realm,  ihould  think  fit  ^. 

Then  the  Duke  o(  Lancajier^s  Propofal  came  again  r  -72  1 
into  Confideration,  and  the  Queftion  was  put  to  every  *•  ^'  "* 
particular  Prelate,  Earl,  Baron,  and  Banneret,  *  Whc- 

*  ther  they  thought  his  Voyage  into  Spain,  with  the 

*  Number  of  Forces  propofed,  would  be  for  the  Service 

<  of  the  King  and .  Realm,   or  not  V   It  was  agreed, 

*  That  it  might  be  fo ;  only  they  believed  the  Force  too 
^  fmail  to  be  employed  againft  fo  great  a  Kingdom. 

A  Religious    Affair  of  fome  Confequence  to    the 
Church  of  England,  as  then  eftabliflied,  came  before 
this  Parliament.     In  the  laft  Seffion  there  was  an  A<^ 
paiTed,  which  is  now  in  our  Statute  Books,  under  this 
Title,  An  A£f  to  commijjion  Sheriffs  to  apprehend  Preach^  jj,g  ytj^ute  of 
£rs  of  Herefy,  and  their  Abettors,  reciting  the  Enormities  Hcrefy  obtained, 
gnfuing  the  preaching  of  Herefies  K     This  Statute  had  ^1  Ecdcfuftical 
been /tfrr^/>//V/W/y  obtained  hy  ih^  Clergy,  and  had  tht^'^;^^^^''^^ 
Formality  of  an  Enrolment  without  the  Conjent  of  /^f  the  Commons. 
Commons.      In  this  Parliament,   therefore,  that  Body 
juftly  complained,  and  humbly  petitioned  the  King,  that 

*  Forafmuch  as  that  Statute  was  made  without  their  Con- 

*  Tents,  and  never  authorized  by  them  j  and  as  it  never 

*  was 

fc  It  appeart  by  the  Statutes  at  large,  that  th'i  Subfidy  was  given,  that 
the  Money  might  be  employed,  whofiy,  for  keeping  and  guarding  the  Seas. 
Sec  Statutes  at  targe,  5  Rreb*  II.  p.  333. 

i  Statutes  gt  large,  An.  Reg.  6  Rtcb,  JI.  cap.  y. 
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K.  Riib^d  Ih  «  was  their  Meaning  to  bind  thcmfelvcs,  or  thdr  Succef- 

<  fors,  to  the  Prelates,  no  more  than  their  Anceftors  had 
^  done  before  them,  they  prayed  the  afore(aid  Statute 

<  might  be  repealed,  and  it  was  done  accordingly  ^  :* 
But,  by  the  Artifice  of  the  Biihops^  even  this  AGi  of 
Repeal  was  fupprefled,  and  Profecutions  carried  on,  by 
Virtue  of  the  former ;  which  is  the  Rea(bn  that  the  other 
is  not  to  be  found  in  the  Statute  Books.  This  is  a  Piece 
of  Eckfiafttcal  CoUufion  too  glaring  ta  be  oyerlooked  br 
any  except  the  Prelatical  Writers  of  this  and  the  laft 
Age.  But,  for  an  Account  of  the  famous  Reformer  John, 
Wickliffe^  and  his  Dodrines,  againft  whom  the  before- 
mentioned  Statute  was  levelled,  we  refer  to  the  Writers 
of  Englijb  Church  Hiftory ;  (ince  thefe  Innovations  in 

£  373  ]  ^^I^E^^"  "Wtxt  never  made  a  Matter  of  Parliamentary  In- 
quiry, in  thofe  Days,  except  in  the  A8t  before  recited  '• 
It  is  proper  here  to  take  Notice,  that  a  Rebellion  was 
about  this  Time  begun  in  Flanders*  The  FUmings  had 
driven. their  Earl  out  of  his  Country  ;  he  applies  himfeff 
to  the  King  of  France^  as  his  Sovereign  Lord,  and  they 
crave  the  like  Affiftance  from  the  King  of  England,  The 
French  King  marched  an  Army  into  Flandersy  and  fob- 
dued  a  great  Part  of  that  Country,  and  the  Earl  laid 
Siege  to  Ghenty  which  was  the  Head  of  the  Rebellion! 
and  in  great  Danger  of  being  taken. 

AoDo  Regni  6.       ^^  prevent  this,  and  to  flop  the  Progrefs  of  the 

13S3.        French  King's  Arms  in  Flanders,  his  Preparations  to 

At  WefimnBer.  '^^''^^g^  Calais j  and  his  further  Dcfigns  againft  England 

*  itfelf,  another  Parliament  was  called  to  meet  at  ff^ejl- 

min/lery  about  the  Middle  of  Lent,  February  23,  the 

next  Year,  which  is  ftill  the  6th  of  this  King  "*.     The 

Caufes  above  were  expreflcd  in  the  Summons ;    and| 

when  met,   the  Bifliop  of  London  declared   fiirther^ 

*  That  the  King  had  offered  to  go  over  in  Pcrfon  with 

*  a  Royal  Army  ;  but  having  fmce  received  the  News, 

*  that  the  French  King  had  over- run  all  Flanders y  ex- 

*cq)t 

k  Abridgement,  6th  of  Rich,  II.  p.  285, 

i  By  a  Petition  of  the  Kjiighti  of  Shires  this  Parliamcnty  y^bn  H^rsvf, 
Prieft,  who  was  the  Ringleader  of  the  Infurre£lion  in  Suffo/i,  was  ad- 
judged to  be  hanged  as  a  Traitor ;  tho*  many  believed  he  wonid  have 
been  bought  off  with  Money.     Hellingjh»  Chron,  p.  440. 

m  It  is  called  in  the  Rolls  Pan  fecunda,  as  if  it  was  Part  of  the  fbrmeir 
Paxliament. 
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^ccpi  Ghenti  therefore  this  Parliament  was  called  for  lC,J{/«^4/ll» 

*  their  Advice,  whether  the  King  {hould  go  in  Perfon 
^  to  the  Relief  of  that  Town  ;  and^  if  fo,  how  to  pro- 

*  vide  for  fuch  an  Undertaking  V 

The  Commons  confulted  together    two  or  three 
Days  on  the  Bufinefs  of  their  Charge  ;  but  finding  it, 
as  they  faid,  fo  great  and  fo  highly  afFeSing  the  King's 
Perfon,    therefore   they  prayed  his  Majcfty  to  grant 
them  certain  Lords,  all  named  by  themfelves,  to  treat 
with  them  about  it.     The  Prelates  and  Peers  defired  a  Conftrencc 
were,  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterburyy  the  Bifliops  of  Eh  between  the  tw 
and  Hereford^  the  Earls  of  Cambridge y  Staffer d^  and  Wo«f«>  concern- 
Nortbumbirland,  ih^  Lords  NiviU,  Fitz^fyalter,  and^Lgl^p^"]^ 
Cobhanty  which  was  granted  by  the  King,  althoughy  as  againft  the 
the  Record  mentions,  //  wasy  /V,  andy  ought  to  bey  in  the  ^''^'^^* 
Ele^ion  of  the  King  to  ajfign  fuch  Bijhops  and  Lords  as 
be  Jhould  think  fit  ^  or  others  of  bis  own  proper  Nomina'-     [  374  ] 
tion  ". 

When  this  Committee  of  Lords  had  confulted  witli  SirjAMisPicr- 
the  Commons  for  fome  Time,  the  latter  appeared  be-  "cilm^r^nft ' 
fore  the  King  and  the  whole  Houfe  of  Peers,  and,  by  \l^       ****" 
Sir  James  Pickeringy  then  their  Speaker,  made  the  ufual 
Proteflation  and  declared,  *  That  the  King's  Paflage| 

*  and  the  ordering  of  his  Voyage,  or  any  other  gr^at 

*  Voyage,   belonged  not  to  them,  but  to  the  King 
«  himfelf,  and  Lords  of  his  Council ;  yet,  by  Way  of 

*  Adricc,  confiderin^  what  Troubles  were  in  the  Landi 

*  that  the  Truce  with  the  Scots  was  near  expiring,  and 
«  they  were  raifing  great  Forces  near  the  Borders,  and 

*  it  being  doubtful  whether  they  would  now  comply 

*  with  any  Propofals  of  Peace  or  Truce,  unlefs  driven 

*  to  it  J  therefore  they  thought  that  neither  the  King, 
«  nor  any  of  his  three  Uncles  of  Lancafiery  Cambridge^ 

*  or  Buckinghamy  could  be  fpared  out  of  the  Kingdom, 
<  untill  that  and  the  Borders  aforefaid  was  well  quieted  and 

*  fettled.     They  rather  advifed  him  to  accept  of  a  Pro- 

*  pofal  made  by  the  Biihop  of  Norwich  of  raifing  3000 

*  Men  at  Arms  and  3000  Archers,  well  mounted,  with 

*  whom  he  purpofed  to  relieve  Ghenty  reduce  Fiandersy 

*  and  afterwards  to  carry  the  War  into  Prance ;  provi- 

*ded 

o  Omhitn  que  fcuft,  tfl^  et  doit  efirt^  en  le  EUffioM  de  uofire  dh  Seigneur 
2e  Roy  d'ajfigner  a  ce  k  ditz  P re/at cs  et  Seigneurs  ijfint  nomeK,  9u  autres  afM 
frcj^re  Nomination,    Rot,  Pari,  6  Rich.  U,  p.  2.  No»  S. 
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Yi.RUbari  IL  *  dcd  hc  Was  allowed  the  Fifteenth  and  the  Ten*,  ^rant* 
^  ed  by  the  Laity  and  Clergy,  with  the  two  Shilbngs  a 

*  Tun  upon  Wine,  and  Sixpence  in  the  Pound  upoB 

*  Merchandize  for  the  Guard  of  the  Sea.' 

The  Commons  Amongft  their  Petitions  in  this  Parliamtnt  the  Com- 
petition the  King  tnons  prayed  the  King,  ^  That  for  his  Honour  and 
to  regulate  hi«  *  Profit,  with  the  Quiet  and  Comfort  of  themfelves,  of 
HbuihoJd,  6ff.  (  j^jj  g^gj^^  Grace  he  would  pleafe  to  command,  that  cer- 
*'  tain  Lords  might  be  affigned  to  be  about  his  Perfon, 
^  out  of  the  moft  wife,  honeft,  and  difcreet  Perfons  in  die 

*  Kingdom,  to  advife  and  counfel  him ;   and  furtheTf 

*  that  he  would  pleafe,  by  the  Advice  of  the  Lords, 

*  fo  to  order  hb  Houfhold,  that  he  might  live  on  the 

*  Revenues  of  the  Crown ;    and  that  the  Subfidy  on 

*  Wooll,  with  the  Money  arifing  from  the  Marriages 
(  Z7S  ]     *  smd  Efcheats,  might  be  wholly  employed  to  fupporfi 

« the  War/ 

The  King  anfwcrcd,  *  That  he  would  take  fuch 
^  iufficient  Perfons,  Lords  and  others  about  his  own 
^  Perfon,  as  appeared  to  him  moft  for  his  Honour  and 
«  Profit ;  and  as  to  the  Government  of  his  Houfe,  it 
^  ihould  be  done  by  the  Advice  of  the  Lords  and  others 
<  of  his  Council,  as,  faving  his  Honour,  ihould  feem  beft 

*  to  them.* 

The  Propofal  of  the  Bifhop  of  Narwich^  mentioned 

above,  was  on  a  very  extraordinary  Occafion,  and  de- 

ferves  our  Notice.     It  has  alfo  been  faid  that,  at  that 

Time,  there  was  a  great  Schifm  in  Holy  Church,  two 

Popes  having  been  elected,   and  each  fupported  by  dif- 

I'he  Papal  Cbur  ferent  Nations  and  Fadions.    One  of  them,  who  called 

'^^°*^;^^l,himfelf  Urban  the  Sixth,  had  fent  Bulls  into  England  for 

•n^dmentXU^L  Cnifade,  to  fign  all  with  the  Crofs  that  would  go  with 

him  into  France^  for  the  Deftruftion  of  the  Antipope, 

who  alfo  ftiled  himfelf  Clemtnt  the  Eleventh  *».  By  virtue 

of  thefe  Bulls,  fent  to  the  Biihop  oi  Norwich y  and  by  him 

publiflied  all  os^i  England^ ^  that  Prelate  coileded  a 

great 

o  The  anonymous  Noble  Author  of  this  King^s  Life>  before  quoted, 
fays  that  this  was  obtained  by  UrBan's  complimentary  Letters  to  the  King 
9nd  hit  Parliament,  and  hh  honouring  our  Biihop  of  LmJoh  vrath  a  Gar« 
dinaTt  Cap.     Page  58. 

The  Klng^s  Letters  Patent  to  confirm  theie  Bulls  are  in  Fm!,  Ag. 
Tom.  VIL  p.  251. 

P  The  Orders  of  the  6ifliop  from  the  Pope,  for  taking  oir  contribntinf 
toward  this  Cmladei  are  publiihed  at  Length,  in  Kitygbtoitt    Cd.  %€j%t 
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great  Sum  of  Money  j  bcfides  Jewels,  Necklaces,  Brace*  ^^  ^clMrd  ll» 
Jets,  Rings,  Difhes,  Spoons,  and  other  Silver  Imple- 
ments, which  the  Ladies  and  .  other  Devotees  gave  to 
purchafe  Heaven  and  to  obtain  the  Benefit  of  Ablution 
and  Pardon  for  all  Tranfgreffions  ^.  Nor  were  the  Men 
unmindful  of  their  own  Salvation  in  this  Way,  for  many 
of  them,  as  was  believed,  save  beyond  their  Abilities, 
in  order  to  make  their  Abiplution  more  valid ;  fome 
found  Men  at  Arms,  others  Archers,  and  feveral  were  [  37^  } 
£b  zealous  as  to  ferve  in  their  own  Perfons.  The  Form 
of  the  Abfolution  itfelf  is  alfo  worth  the  Reader's^  No- 
tice ;  tranflated  from  the  Original  ^. 

By  ApofloUc  Authority  to  nu  committedy  I  do  ahfoJvi 
ihii  A.  B.  from  all  thy  Sins  which  thou  doft  with  a  con^  Pird^ns  ma  Tn* 
trite  Heart  confefsy  or  would  confefs  if  thou  didji  remem-  J"Igjn<»«^ted 
ber  them ;  andl  give  thee  a  full  Remifton  of  them,  /A#3  who*^uM 
Ritribution  of  the  Jujl-^  and  I  do  promife  thee  Increafe  ^r  engage  in  hia 
Addition  of  eternal  Salvation.     And  I  grant  to  thee^^?*^ 
the  fame  Privileges  that  are  granted  tofuch  as  go  to  ths 
Defence  of  the  Holy  Land ;  and  do  impart  to  thee  tbi 
Prayers  and  Suffrages  of  the  Holy  Catholic  Church. 
,   But,  to  give  the  greater  Credit  to  this  fan<^tfied  Caufe, 
the  Confent  and  Aid  of  Parliament  was  thought  abfo- 
lutely  neceilaryi  and  the  Bilhop,  on  further  Confider- 
ation,  mended  his  Bill,  and  made  a  fecond  Propofal  to 
the  Houfes ;  which  was,  *  To  ferve  the  King,  one  whole 

*  Year,  widi  2500  Men  at  Arms,  and  an  equal  Number 
^  of  Archers,  well  arrayed  and  mounted,  for  the  whole 
^  Fifteenth  granted  by  the  Laity.  'Of  which  Number 
^  1000  Men  at  Arms,  and  as  many  Archers,  ihould  be 
^  ready  to  pafs  the  Sea  for  the  Relief  of  Ghent  and  the 

•  Country  of  Flanders,  within  twenty  Days  after  the  firft 

*  Payment';  and  that  he  would  take  upon  him  to  pay  the 

•  Charge  of  Shipping,  and  all  other  incident  Expences. 

This  laft  Propofal  was  agreeable  to  the  King,  his 
Council,  and  both  Houfes  of  Parliament;  and  fince 
France,  with  the  Earl  of  Flanders,  were  intirely  in  the 
Intereft  of  the  Anti-Pope,  they  were  in  Hopes  that  fome 
great  Advantage  might  be  made  of  this  Expedition  ia 
the  French  War,  which  ftill  continued. 

Vol.  L  C  c  A 

F  Such  a  Frenzy  as  this  took  the  Women  in  a  much  later  Reign,  at  is 
hvttiotoufly  defcribed  in  Hudibrau 
<  Dr.  Bradji  Af^nL  N^.  105. 
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K.  Richard  II.       A  Noble  Hiftoiian  writcs^That  the  AfFair  was  warml/ 
debated  in  Parliament,  whether  it  was  fafe  to  hazard 
fo  confiderable  a  Strength  of  the  Kingdom  in  /uch  an 
impertinent  Quarrel,  and  under  the  Condud  of  a  rafh 
[  377  ]     unexperienced  Prieft  ?  Thofc  that  were  for  it,  befide« 
the  Intereft  of  Religion,  urged  Reafons  of  State ;  That 
now  was  the  Time  for  the  King  to  recover  his  Right  in 
France,  and  weaken  the  French  King^  whil/i  hi  lay  un- 
der Pope  Urban's  Curfe  for fiding  with  Clement,    during 
which  he  could  expeSf  no  Succefs  on  his  Arms.    Thus,  for 
fome  Time,  it  was  doubtful  which  Way  the  Parliament 
would  incline  ' ;  but,  at  laft,  upon  hearing  that  Jnti- 
phone  fung,  at  High  Mafs^  Ecce  Crucem  Domini^  fugite 
And  an  Army  Partes  adverfity  ^  Behold  the  Cro(s  of  the  Lord,  fly  ye 
^^'^'^^^>p||^"  Adverfariesj^they  were,  as  with  a  Charm,  brought  over 
ment,**  for" the ^^  dccfcc  in  Favour  of  the  Expedition*.     But  though 
Service  of  Pope  the  Biihop  pafled  over  with  his  Army,  and  had  foni« 
S^^Com"*^  ^confiderable  Supcefs  at  firft,  yet,  in  the  End,  as  may  be 
the  BTflkop  of  ^  f^"  ^"  o""*  general  Hiftorians,  this  Pontifical  War  con- 
JNsnvUb.         eluded  with  no  great  Honour  either  to  the  Prelate  the 
Leader  of  it»  or  to  the  Nation  ^ 

jBefore  the  Bi(hop's  Return  from  this  extraordinary 
Crufade,  Writs  had  been  fent  out  to  call  a  new  Parlia- 
ment to  meet  on  the  Monday  next  before  the  Feaft  of 
Jill  Saints  J  1384*  'Fhe  Caufe  of  Summons  was  in  fome 
Meafure  cxprefled  in  the  Writs  ",  *  That,  by  Advice  and 

•  Aflent  of  the  Council,  a  Parliament  was  called  for  their 

*  Mediation  and  Afliftancc  in  a  Treaty  of  Peace  then  in 

*  Agitation  between  the  King,  his  Kingdom,  and  Sub- 

•  jeSs,  on  the  one  Part  5  and  Robert  King  of  Scotlandy 

his 

f  The  determining  which  of  the  two  Popet  had  the  better  Claim  to 
St.  Peter  t  Chair,  and  confe^uently  the  afcertainiog  the  Center  of  lofil* 
libility,  feems  at  this  Time  alio  to  have  depejided  on  a  Vote  of  the  EaiB/k 
Parliament 

•  The  Lift  and  Reign  of  Richard  II.  6y  a  Perfen  ofS^meility^  p.  65. 

A  Lift  of  the  Principal  Warriors,  who  engaged  with  the  Biihop  in  this 
Holy  Caufe,  may  be  feeh  in  HoUinej/head^s  Chron.   P*  441^  44X. 

Thia  Biftop  had  given  Proof  of  his  Courage  in  the  laft  Rebellion*  by  at« 
tacking,  in  Perfon,  the  Rebels  in  Norfolk,  and  utterly  fupprefling  thenu 
Sfteed't  Cbron,  p.  596. 

t  Mr.  Tyrrel,  who  has  hithetto  traced  Dr.  Brady  very  dofely  ia  all  his 
Parliamentary  Proceedings,  has  wholly,  without  affigning  any  Reaibn, 
omitted  the  two  laft  Parliumenis.  It  is  not  cafy  to  account  for  this,  «nldi 
fome  Expreflions,  on  the  Side  of  the  Prerogative,  gave  Offenct. 

^  See  the  Kamcs  of  th«  Peers  fuma^oned  to  this  ParliameAt  in  th  Ahrid^ 
f.  289. 
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^his  Lands,  Dominions,  and  Subje£b,  on  the  other; ^•'R'f^'^n* 

*  and  for  other  difficult  and  urgent  Bufinefs,  which  con- 

*  cerned  the  JCing>  the  State  and  Defence  of  the  Realm,     [  378  ] 
«  and  the  Englifi  Church.* 

At  the  Meeting,  the  famous  Sir  Michael  Je  la  PoUy  Anno  Rcgni  71 
then  Lord-Chancellor  of  England^  opened  the  Seffion  by        '3^4- 
a  Speech,  excufing,  firfl:,  his  own  Unworthinefs  to  i^^ mmfiminfitr* 
Place  he  poffefrcd,  and  declaring  that  he  V9zs  forced  to 
accept  ofit\  after  which  he  acquainted  the  Houfes^ 
^  That  the  Truce  which  had  been  concluded  with  the 
^  Scots  was  to  end  at  Candlemas  next ;  that  the  Duke 

*  of  Lancajier^  who  had  been  fent  to  renew  it,  was  re« 

*  turned,  and  had  brought  back  Word  that  the  Scots 

*  would  fend  CommiHioners  to  London  to  manage  the 
^  Treaty.     A  fecond  Caufe  was  to  provide,  as  well  as 

*  they  could,  againft  three  powerful  Enemies,  Spain^ 

*  France^  and  Flanders*  And  here  he  offered  feveral  Rea« 
^  fons  to  prove  that  it  was  better  for  us  to  begin  and  make 

*  War  upon  them,  than  they  upon  us,  or  Ulffcr  them  to 

*  invade  us.*    And  further  obferved,  *  That  thefc  Wars  ' 

*  were  not  to  be  imputed  to  the  King,  for  they  had  de- 

*  fcended  to  him  with  the  Crown.  He  defired  that  Care 

*  might  be  taken  for  the  Maintenance  of  good  Laws,  and 

*  Security  of  the  Peace.     And,  laftly,  put  the  Commons 

*  In  Mind  of  an  Aid  to  fupport  thcfe  great  Charges.* 

The  Chancellor  then  addrefTed  himfelf,  particularly^ 
to  the  Lords,  and  told  them,  '  That  the  King  com* 

*  manded  them  to  have  a  due  Confideration  of  the  necef- 
^  fary  Matters  that  had  been  declared  to  them ;  the  ap« 
^  parent  and  infupportable  Mifchiefs  that  threatened  all, 
'  and  the  great  Neceffity  the  King  had  for  Money  to 

*  prevent  them.     That  they  Ihould  treat  diligeptly  of 

*  thefe  Things,  by  themfelves,  with  as  much  opeed  a^ 
^  might  be  3  and,  laying  afide  all  Animofities,  they  were 

*  to  report  their  Advice,  from  Time  Time,  to  the  King.' 
And  added,  ^  That  his  Majefty  commanded  them  to 
^  fit  from  Day  to  Day,  to  difpatch  what  they  came 
<  for,  and  not  to  depart  from  Parliament  without  his 

*  fpecial  Licence,  under  the  Penalty  that  might  en- 

*  fue.' 

C  c  2  Here-* 

^  This  whole  Spoech  deferves  tranflatine,  for  the  Rarity  and  Singularity 
'^r  it^  but  Uiat  it  is  mvch  too  long  for  our  Purp ofct 
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»U  Michvd  n#  Hereupon  the  Lords  and  Commons  took  into  Coa- 
fideration  the  extraordinary  Charge  the  King  was  to  be 
at)  by  reafon  of  the  War  then  open  on  ^vcry  Side,  and 
r  -70  1  granted  two  Half -Fifteenths  widi  Tonnage  and  Pounds 
age  as  before,  upon  Condition  that  the  Clergv  wouM 
contribute  axul  grant  what  became  them ;  which  they 
did  accordingly. 

Two'  NoblemeD)  the  Earls  of  Northumberland  and 
Divot^/bin^  propofed  to  the  Kine  to  be  his  AdmiraJs, 
and  to  keep  the  North  and  Weftern  Seas  in  Security, 
{o  that  they  <^ht  he  allowed  the  Monies  arifing  from 
the  Grant  of  Tonnage  aiul  Poundage  for  that  Purpo£b| 
but  not  otherwife  ^. 
The  Btfliop  of  In  this  Parliament  the  fiifbop  of  Norwich  was  accufed 
Iftrm'tb  fined  by  thc  ConunooS)  and  feverai  Articles  were  exhibited 
^S^^^^^  ag^ft  h»m,  for  his  Mifcarriages  in  thc  late  Expedition, 
The  greateft  o(  which  was,  that  he  had  promifed  to 
ferve  the  King  with  a  certain  Number  of  Men  for  a 
whole  Year,  and  ferved  but  half  a  Year,  and  then  re* 
turned  with  his  Army  quite  broken.  I'his  Article  he 
could  not  clear  himfelf  of,  and  therefore  was  adjudged 
to  make  Fine  and  Ranfom  at  the  King's  Pleafurcy  and 
the  Temporalities  of  his  Biihoprick  to  be  feized  for  that 
Purpofe;  and  thus  ended  this  Piece  of  Ecclefiaftical 
Knight-Errantry  ^. 
Ai  alfo  fefenl  Sir  ff^iUiam  E/Iinjbam^  Sir  7homas  Trivit^  Sir^Hemy 
AfhiiOficert.  di  Firrors^  znA  Siv  fViUiam  HarrendMy  were  all  like- 
wife  accufed  before  this  Parliament,  for  receiving  Mo- 
ney for  tb^  Delivery  of  feverai  FortreiTes  to  the  Fnncbi 
the  Sums  in  the  whole,  amounti^ig  to  20,000  Franh 
in  Gold.  They  all  made  trifling  Excufes  againft  thc 
Charge)  and  craved  the  King's  Mercy ;  fo  the  Chan-^ 
cellor  pronounced  Sentence*  ^  That  they  (bouid  refund 
*  what  they  had  received  to  the  King^  and  remain  in 

*  Prifon 
X  H^elfiMbam  writes,  That  in  thii  Parliament  tKe  Nohilitj  and  Gentry 
of  the  Northern  Counties  reqaeiled  that  feme  Part  of  the  Subitdict  granted 
to  the  Crown  might  he  affigned  to  them,  becaufe  the  Guard  of  the  Country 
•gunft  the  Sfott  wis  put  upon  them.  But  thej  were  anTwered,  That  they 
were  fufficiently  rewarded  for  that  Service  already  \  that  by  their  Teanm 
they  were  bound  to  fecurc  the  Marches,  and  had  their  Eflates  granted 
them  chiefly  on  that  Condition.  JValfingbam,  p.  307 :  CoUter\  EccieL 
Uift.  Vol.  I.  p.  581. 

y  The  Name  oi  this  warlike  Biihop  of  Norxoicb  was  H€tiry  U  Spenfer, 
For  the  Bi(hop*8  Accuiation  by  tho  ChaoccUor^  and  his  Aofwcrs  to  thcn^ 
(tn^Abridiment,  p.  X9a«  i^ 
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^  Prifon  till  they  made  Fine  and  Ranfom  to  him  at  his^^ht^ii  tu 

*  PJeafure/ 

In  Reference  to  the  Scots  Affairs,  at  this  Time  men- 
tioned by  the  Chancellor,  it  is  proper  to  take  Notice, 
that  though  it  was  promifed  the  Duke  of  Lancajftrj  in 
Scotland^  that  they  would  fend  torn miffiohers  to  Londoti  - 

to  treat  about  a  Peace,  yet  none  came  for  that  Purpofe  ;  C  3^^  J 
but,  on  the  contrary,  the  Englijb  Government  was  in- 
formed that  the  Zc9U  had  made  feveral  Inroads  into  jthe 
Borders,  and  had  a£luaUy  received  a  coniiderable  Re- 
inforcement from  Frarut  for  greater  Enterprizcs.  On 
which  Intelligence  the  King  and  Council  thought  fit  to 
nia)ce  Preparation  for  War  on  their  Side ;  which  the 
Scots  hearing  of,  Tent  their  CommiiEoners  at  laft,  but 
their  Offers  were  now  rejeded,  and  they  returned  home 
again  Re  infe£ia. 

The  War  being  again  begun  by  the  two  Nations,  Amio  ^«P"  7« 
another  Parliament,  feys  Dn  Brady^  (but  Mr.  Tyrril  '5^^' 
vrill  have  it  only  a  great  Council  of  the  Nobility)  met  at  At  SsUfiurj^ 
Salt/bury^  April  2()y  1385^  but  which  was  ftiil  in  the  7th 
Year  of  this  King.  \Ve  know  not  on  what  Account 
the  latter  calls  it  a  Council,  for  if  be  had  confulted  the 
Records,  he  would  have  found  fufficient  Reafon  to  have 
called  it  a  Parliament^ :  For  there  we  are  told.  That,  oif 
Thurfday  the  29th  of  Aprils  the  King  in  Perfon,  with 
all  the  Biftiops  and  Lords,  except  fuch  as  were  again 
with  the  Duke  of  Lancajler  in  Scotland^  and  all  the 
Commons,  met  in  the  Great  Hall  of  the  Biihop's  Palace 
in  Salijburyy  which  was  richly  adorned  and  fet  off*  upon 
the  Occafion.  Then  Sir  Michael  di  la  Pole^  Lord*Chan- 
cellor,  by  the  King's  Command,  declared  the  Caufe  of 
the  Summons  to  be. 

Fir  ft  ^  '  For  the  Maintenance  of  the  Church's  Liberties^ 
«  the  Prcfervation  of  the  Laws  and  the  Peace/  Next^ 
he  told  them,  *  That  there  had  been  a  Treaty  of  Peace 
<  tranfaiSed  between  England  and  France^  of  which^ 

*  at  a  proper  Opportunity,  he  (hould  ihew  them  the 

*  Articles;  which,  although  the  King  might  have  con- 
^  eluded  without  acquainting  them,  yet  he  rather  chofe 
«  to  do  it  with  their  Knowledge  add  Confent.*  He  ad- 
ded, «  That  if  the  Peace  was  to-  take  Effe<a,  yet  it 

C  c  3  •  could 

«  Rot,  Pari.  7  Rkb,  II.  here  again  called  Par$  ftcvnde  \  W«  fuppolip 
it  ii  ib  for  being  two  ParliasncAts  in  OM  Year» 
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K,  Bifbatd  tU  <  could  not  well  be  ratified  without  a  Meeting  of  both  tbtf 

*  Princes ;  which,  for  their  own  Sovereign's  Honour^ 
'  required  no  fmall  Charge.     Befides,  the  King  had 

*  been  at  great  Expence  in  defending  the  Nation  againft 
^  the  ScotSy  in  fecuring  the  Sea-Ports  beyond  Sea,  and 

C  3^0     *  the  Safety  of  Guienne  and  Ireland  \  and  how  all  this 
<  was  to  be  borne,  he  charged  them,  on  their  Allegianccy 

*  to  confult  and  give  their  Anfwer.' 

The  Triers  of  Petitions  being  fettled,  as  ufual,  the 
Commons  came  before  the  King  in  Parliament,  and 
requefted  that  certain  Lords,  there  named,  might  be 
granted  to  them  for  Conference :  Hereupon  the  Duke 
of  Lancafitr^  with  other  Peers  juft  then  coming  into 
Parliament,  they  befought  the  King  that  the  faid  Duke, 
and  his  Brothers  of  Cambridge  and  Buckingham^  might 
be  of  the  Number ;  which  was  granted. 

After  which  the  Lords  and  Commons  gave  the  King 
a  Moiety  of  a  Tenth  and  of  a  Fifteenth  ;  providing  fur- 
ther, that  if  the  Wars  with  Scotland  and  France  did  con- 
^^^^8^j:tinue,  then  the  King  fhould  have  the  other  Moiety  of  a 
/jiu/andFraffc^.Fifjteenth,  fo  that  the  Clergy  fhould  tax  themfelves 
accordingly ;  and,  if  a  Peace  was  made,  then  the  lafl 
Moiety  mould  ceafe. 

The  Commons,  in  their  Anfwer  to  the  Articles  of 
Peace,  faid,  *  That  it  did  not  befeem  them  to  give  Ad- 
«  vice  therein ;  and  therefore  referred  the  whole  Ordcr- 

*  ing  thereof  to  the  King  and  his  Council.'  But,  being 
urged  to  fay  whether  they  defired  Peace  or  War,  for 
one  of  them  muft  be  chofen  ;  they  anfwered,  *  An  ho-- 

*  nourable  Peace  for  the  King;  but,  becaufe  there  were 

*  contained  in  the  Articles  many  Terms  of  the  Civil 

*  Law  which  they  did  not  underftand,  and  that  it  was 

*  flipulated  in  them  that  the  Ktng  fhould  hold  Guienne 

*  of  the  French  by  Homage  and  Service,  they  knew  not 

*  how  to  advife  J  only  they  hoped  that  the  King  intended 

*  not  to  give  up  Calais  and  other  Territories,  gained 

*  from  the  French  by  the  Sword.'     To  this  it  was  faid, 

*  That  Peace  could  not  other  wife  be  had,  and  therefore 

*  again  preffcd  them  to  declare  for  Peace  or  War/  At 
lafl  the  Commons  anfwered,  *  That,  if  they  were  in  the 

*  King's  Place,  they  fhould  much  rather  chufe  Peace  ^ 

In 

I  Stisfeujfent  en  FEftat  du  Roi,  t'/s  faccorderciewt  a  la  Pafx  pluis  f oft  cue 
0ik  Guerre,    Rot.  ParJ,  7  RicL  II.  Pars  focunda,  N«.  i8. 
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In  this  Parliament  it  alfo  was  that  a  Carmelite  Friar  ",'^»  ^'^*«'**'  "• 
and  Batchelor  of  Divinity,  appeared,  according  to  fp^al^ 
Jingham^  and  charged  the  Duke  of  Lancafter  with  a  De- 
flgn  to  kill  the  King  and  ufurp  the  Kingdom.  The 
Duke  defired  that  the  Friar  might  be  fecured  untill  he  r  ^gj  j 
made  good  the  Accufation  a^ainft  him.  Hereupon  the 
Man  was  confined ;  but,  the  Night  before  he  was  to  ap- 
pear again  to  juftify  what  he  had  faid,  he  was  barbaroufly 
murdered  in  rrifon.  The  Duke  had  Intereft  enough 
at  Court  to  get  the  Matter  in  fome  Sort  made  up ;  and 
the  Friar's  Body,  the  next  Morning,  was  dragged  thro* 
the  Streets  at  a  Horfe's  Tail,  like  a  Traitor's,  and  as  4 
Felo  defey  to  take  off  all  Sufpicion  of  a  Murder  ". 

Whether  the  King  was  fatisfied  with  the  Duke's  In* 
nocency,  or  not,  does  not  greatly  appear ;  but  it  is  cer- 
tain that,  not  long  after,  the  King  and  Council  had  a 
Defign  to  have  arraigned  the  Duke,  on  feveral  Articles 
of  Treafon,  at  the  King's- Bench  Bar,  before  Sir  Robert 
Trejiliany  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice,  whereas  he  ought  to 
have  been  tried  by  his  reers :  But  the  Duke,  being 
aware  of  it,  retired  to  his  Caftle  of  Pontfrete^  viftualled 
and  manned  it,  and  ftood  upon  his  Guard ;  on  which 
the  Defign  was  fruftrated  :  But  the  Reader  may  obferve 
that  fome  flagrant  Jealoufies  were  then  between  the 
Nephew  and  Uncle;  which  ceafed  not  during  this 
Reign,  but  broke  out  to  fome  Purpofe  at  the  End  of  it> 
by  a  Son  of  this  Duke  of  Lancafter. 

But  notwithftanding  what  IValfingham  has  ailerted  of 
the  Story  above,  and  as  he  was  living  near  this  Time 
we  may  the  more  readily  credit  it,  yet  there  is  not  one 
Word  of  it  entered  on  the  Rolls ;  and  it  is  no  Wonder, 
fince,  as  the  Duke  had  Intereft  enough  to  ftifle  a  Mur- 
der, he  furely  could  prevent  any  Part  of  the  Accufation 
appearing  upon  Record. 

But  it  was  not  fo  with  the  then  Lord-Chancellor  of 
Englandy  Sir  Michael  de  la  Pole ;  a  long  Account  of  an 
Accufation  againft  him  being  entered  in  the  Proceedings 
of  this  Parliament.  The  fhort  of  the  Matter  is  this ;  one 

John 

m  Named  John  Latimer^    Stowe,  197. 

o  The  Manner  how  this  Murder  was  aAed  was  fo  barbarous  as  is  almoft 
Wyond  Belief.  Stowe^  297*  Boiling Jhiad* i  Cbron,  445.  But  all  from 
fFaljingbam,  Jub  hoc  Anno* 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


4o8  ll>e  Parliamentary  History 

jlCt  Rkbard  II.  J$hn  Cewndi/b  of  London^  FUbmonger,  having  i  Suit 
in  Chancery,  and  beiilg  defirous,  we  fuppofe*  to  gaiq 
his  Caufe  the  neareft  Way,  talked  to  one  of  the  Chan- 
cellor's Chief  Clerks,  John  Otere^  about  it ;  who,  upon 
a  Promiflbry  Note  of  40  /.  to  his  Matter,  and  4  /•  to 
bimfelf,  engaged  to  get  his  Bufinefs  done  for  him.  But 
the  Fiibmonger  waiting  a  long  Time  after  paying  the 
Money,  and  finding  no  End  of  his  Caufe,  srew  uoeaArt 
and,  at  laft,  actually  accufed  the  Lord-Chancellor  for 
taking  Bribes,  in  open  Parliament.  The  Chancellor 
^enicS  the  Charge,  and,  in  a  long  Defence,  fliew'd  the 
Lnprobability  of  it,  and  took  a  folemn  Oath  before  the 
•  Lords,  that  he  was  wholly  innocent  of  the  Matter.  At 
laft  it  came  out  the  Clerk  was  only  to  blame ;  who 
had  pra<£Ufed  on  the  Fifbmonger,  and  kept  the  Money  xq 
\\x%  own  Ufe.  The  Lords,  being  bufy  about  much 
sreater  Affairs,  referred  the  PuniUiment  of  it  to  the 
ju4ges  ;  who,  after  Trial,  fined  the  poor  Fishmonger 
1000  Marks,  and  tp  lye  in  Prifon  till  he  paid  it,  for 
llandering  To  great  an  Officer  o(  the  King  s  but  what 
became  of  the  Clerk  we  know  ao^''. 

Jlflfto  Regiii  8.     In  the  fame  Year  as  the  lafl,  13S5,  but  in  the  8th 

'3^5*        of  this  King,  another  Parliament  was  called  to  meet  at 

At  Wtfimnfitr.  Wefiminfttr  on  the  Morrow  after  St.  Martin^  or  the  I2ib 

\llJovemb€r\  when,  in  the  Prefence  of  the  King,  the 

-   Lords  fitting,  and  the  Knights  and  BurgefTes  landing, 

the  fame  Lord-Chancellor,  as  before,  put  them  in  Mind 

*  of  the  King's  great  Qare  of  the  Church,  Commons, 

*  and  Laws  ol  England  \    and  further  told  them,  *  That 
^  the  Nation  was  (lill  environed  with  Enemies,  the 

*  Fnncby  Spaniards^  ScotSy  and  FIfming$  p  ;  and    that 
^  the  chief  Caufe  for  callins  this  Parliament  was  to 

*  provide  for  the  Safety  and  Defence  of  the  Kingdom  5 

*  and  to  confider  how  this  Provifion  misht  befl  and  .moil 

*  ^eedily  be  raifed,  fo  that  the  poor  People  might  be 

Meaft 

•  This  Sentence  la  not  on  the  Rolls,  but  is  annexM  to  them  by  *  Schedule, 
pot  there,  no  doubt,  by  the  Chancellor's  Order.  %ttj^ridgement,^,  300* 
'  P  The  Opening  of  this  Parliament  and  the  Chancellor's  Speech  is  turned 
into  Littin,  which  we  have  not  before  met  with.  In  fpeaking  of  the  King- 
dom's different  Enemies,  he  fays,  Gallicis  vero  Populi  multttudime  }  Hi* 
fpanis  qui  Gala's ;  ac  Flandrenlibos  fui  groffis  nevibui  vebementer  aftn- 
dMift  5  ac  Scotis  qui  Rignum  Aosiiat  fecurif  fide  intrare  p^ttrtet,  ^Ct  KoU 
Pari.  9  Rlcb.  II.  NO.  >. 
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<  leaft  burdened  by  it.'    He  acquainted  them,  *  That  K,  Uidmrd  tti 
^  the  King  would  go  in  Perfoo,  for  the  Defence  of  the. 

*  Kingdom,   agaiim  any  Enemy,  by  the  Advice  and 

*  Confent  of  Parliament/   He  then  took  Occafion  to  tell    r  ^g^  i 
them  *  of  the  bafe  Treachery  and  Falfhood  of  the-  - 

*  Fnncb }  who,  in  the  laft  Treaty  of  Pe^ce  at  Calais^ 

«  had  gone  from  their  own  Offers  j  which,  he  added^  - 
^  was  a  good  Caufe  of  Aflurance  to  the  Englijh^  in  fo 

*  juft  a  Quarrel,  to  look  for  \iGtoxy*     The  Chancellor, 
concluded  with  obferving  to  them,  ^  That  four  Ways, 

*  or  Means,  would  greatly  further  and  fpeed  this  Con* 

<  fultation ;  i/?.  To  be  early  in  the  Houfe ;  n^xi^  To 

*  repell  all  envious  PaiHons ;  ylly^  To  begMi  always  oa 

*  the  moft  needful  Inquiries,  and  to  dire^  them  without  / 
^  Mixture  of  any  others  \  and,  laftfyy  To  avoid  all  main-*' 

*  taining.' 

Thefe  Things  being  n^aturcly  confidered,  die  Lordt 
and  Commons  granted  the  King,  for  the  Defence  of  the 
Realm,  the  Safeguard  of  the  Sea,  and  Marches  of  Scot- 
land^  and  for  that  the  King  intends  to  go  in  Perfoo  agaiiift; 
his  and  their  Enemies,  this  being  his  firft  Voyage,  two    ^   t^  « 
Fifteenths;  one  to  be  paid  at  Lady-IMy  next  coming, pi^f^^^lj^^^ 
and  the  other  at  Midfummerj  upon  Condition  that  thePurpofe. 
laft  Half-Fifteenth,  granted  at  Salijbury^  fbould  not  he 
paid  ;  and  in  Cafe  the  King  did  not  go  in  Perfon  agatnft 
bis  £gemies,  or  that  a  Peace  or  Truce  (bould  be.  made 
with  them,  then  the  latter  of  thefe  two  Fifteenths  ihould 
not  be  levied. 

In  this  Parliament  the  famous  Lady,  who  was  tbeThe  Sentence 
fuppoficd  Concubine  of  the  late  old  King,  jllic<  PirrierSyf<^^^^'^y  P*^^  . 
or  Piirci  \  but  now  the  Wife  of  Sir  mUiam  ff'i'^/^.'j^.'r]^ .ttrkd. 
petitioned  to  have  the  Sentence  and  Ordinanc/D  made 
againft  her  in  the  50th  Year  of  Edward  III.  and  the 
Judgment  and  Statute  made  in  Purfuance  thereof  in  the 
nrft  of  this  King,  to  be  repealed,  and  that  ihe  might  be 
reftored  to  all  her  Lands  and  Tenements.     This  waa 
granted  by  Affent  of  the  Lords  and  Commons,  fo  as  the 
Gifts  and  Grants,  already  made  by  thfc  King,  of  any 

of 

<l  Barnes  l>eilows  near  a  whole  Pag^  in  ^i^  ^{f^  9/*  Edward  III.  in  Vin- 
dication of  this  Lady^s  Honour.  He  allows  her  Ladyihip  to  have  been  » 
'vvy  great  Favourite,  but  not  a  Concubine  5  which,  from  the  grqat  Age 
and  Inftrmities  of  the  King«  may  reafonably  be  ^rantedt  Old  King  David 
bad  a  young  Pamfd  lay  in  hit  Bofom. 
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JL,  Mieb0rdXl4  of  her  Lands,  Tenements,  and  Houfes,  might  remain  in 
Force. 

Notwithftanding  the  Subfidies  granted  for  carrying 
on  the  Wars,  we  do  not  find  that  any  Martial  Exploits 
f  aSi.  1     ^^^^  Notice  were  performed  this  Year,  the  King  not 
*■  ^  *  '*     going  abroad  as  was  declared  in  Parliament :  And  even 
in  the  War  between  England  and  Scotland^  there  were 
only  on  each  Side  Invafions,  with  burning  and  plunder- 
ing each  other's  neighbouring  Countries. 
'     However,  the  next  Year  produced  more  Adion,  and 
a  formidable  Army  was  raifed  here,  which  the  King  was 
to  march  at  the  Head  of;  in  the  mean  Time  the  Duke 
of  Lancqfttr  was  fent  before  with  a  good  Force  to  fccure 
The  King        the  Borders.    About  the  Beginning  of  Auguft  the  King' 
T^^tif^     enter'd  Scotland^  but  to  little  Purpofe ;  for  either  he  could 
*^  not  find  the  Scots  at  all,  or  at  leaft  could  not  follow  them, 

for  they  had  retired  into  the  Woods,  Bogs,  and  Faft- 
nefles  in  the  Highlands,  and  had  driven  up  their  bed 
Cattle,  Vc.  with  them.  The  King  finding  the  Coun- 
try abandoned,  contented  himfelf  With  burning  the  City 
of  Edinburgbj  with  fcveral  other  Towns,  and  deftroy- 
ing  their  Country.  But  it  is  poffible  the  Sects  Nation 
would  have  received  a  much  feverer  Blow  from  the 
EngUJh  Arms  at  that  Time,  had  not  the  Jealoufy  be- 
tween the  King  and  his  Uncle  Lancafter  prevented  the 
former  from  following  any  Advice  the  other  could  give 
him. 

But  what  brought  the  EngUJh  Army  fooncr  home, 
wasi  in  order  to  defend  their  own  Territories  from  an 
Jnvafion,  which  was  more  than  threatened  from  France  i 
for  the  French  King  had  aftually  provided  a  mighty  Fleet 
and  a  Land  Army,  which  were  ready  at  Sluys^  in  Plan^ 
ders^  and  had  certainly  made  the  Attempt  whilft  Richard 
was  abfent,  if  fome  unforefeen  Accidents,  relating  to  the 
Flemijh  Wars,  had  not  prevented  it '.  Hereby, a  Stop 
was  put  to  the  Naval  Expedition  for  this  Year ;  arid, 
though  he  re-aflumed  it  the  next,  it  was  with  no  better 
Succefs  than  the  former. 

At 

'  Froifart,  who  lived  at  that  Time,  fays.  That  the  French  King's  Navy 
confided  of  1287  Ships  ;  and  adds  that,  fincc  God  cieated  the  World,  there 
were  never  fecn  fo  many  great  Ships  together.  The  Army  this  Fleet  wa« 
to  carry  oyer,  confi/led  of  16  Dv>kes,  26  Earls,  2co  Lords,  36ooKn5ght^ 
•nd  100,000  fighting  Men,     hroifarf^  cap,  53.  Book  ii. 

Stowe'%  Cbron,  p.  300. 
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At  the  King's  Return  from  Scotland  a  Parliament  wa^K.  ^bttrd  !!• 
called  to  meet  on  Friday  after  St.  Luh's  Day,  or  about 
the  20th  of  O^ober,  in  the  ninth  Year  of  this  King's     r  38c  1  * 
Reign,  and  there  never  was  a  greater  Occafion  for  a 
Parliament  to  be  called.    On  the  Day  of  their  Meeting -„^.  u.   .  ^ 
Sir  Michael  de  la  Pole,  then  Earl  of  Sufoli,  and  ftH"^  ,J^  ^ 
Chancellor  of  England,  opened  the  Seffion,  in  the  Pre-  j.^  ^r^  -  ^^ 
fence  of  the  King  and  the  other  Eftates,  to  this  Purport:      '^'^"'«^* 

<  That  the  Nation,  being  aflaulted  on  every  Side  by  moft 
^  mortal  Enemies,  it  was  their  Bufmefs  to  confider  how 

*  it  might  beft  be  defended  and  preferved.     The  good 

*  Government  and  Defence  of  the  Realm,  he  faid,  might 

*  be  efFecSed  four  feveral  Ways ;  of  which  two  were 

*  foreign,  and  the  other  two  domeftic.     The  home  Af- 

*  fairs  were  concerning  the  Staple  and  the  current  Coin 

*  of  the  Kingdom.     The  other  were,  how  they  might 

*  beft  defend  themfelves,  and  how  the  War  was  to  be 

<  beft  fupported  and  maintained.     For  the  Staple,  he 

<  thought  it  beft  that  the  fame  ihould  be  planted  within 

<  the  Realm ;  fince  it  was  evident  that  the  BurgefTes  of 
«  Calais,  and  other  Towns  abroad,  were  grown  very 

<  rich  thereby,  whilft  feveral  good  Towns  within  the 
^  Kingdom  were  very  much  decayed,  by  which  the 
^  common  Profit  was  abated  :  For  he  affirmed  that  the 

*  Subfidy  on  Woolls  yielded  more  to  the  King,  when 

<  the  Staple  was  kept  in  England,  by  1000  Marl^  yearly^ 

<  than  it  had  done  when  held  abroad.     As  to  the  Coin, 

*  he  faid.  That,  confidering  how  good  it  was,  all  Na- 

*  tions  were  greedy  of  it,  and  conveyed  much  over  ;  he 

*  advifed  it,  as  the  beft  Way,  to  raife  the  Value,.    That 

*  the  Nation  might  be  beft  defended  by  purfuing  the 

*  Enemy  with  a  vigorous  War;  and,  for  many  Reafons, 

*  he  told  them.  That  it  was  better  to  feek  than  to  be 

*  fought  after ;  wherefore,  of  Neceffity,  a  Subfidy  was 

*  to  be  granted,  fuch  as  might  be  equal  to  the  Occafiona 

*  of  the  Government. 

It  muft  be  allowed  that  this  Chancellor  has  fpoke 
more  like  a  Statefman,  ever  fmce  we  had  Occafion  to 
mention  him,  th^n  nioft  of  his  PredeceiTors,  This  Sir 
Michael  de  la  Pole  was  the  Son  of  a  Merchant,  and  bred 
to  the  Bufmefs  ;  and,  tho*^  afterwards  raifed  to  be  Prime 
Minifter,  yet  he  feems,  by  his  Education,  to  havelearn'd 
the  true  Intereft  of  the  Kingdom  :  But,  being  envied  in 

it 
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K^Subardih  it  by  the  dd  Ndbintf,  though  he  arrived  this  Parltament 

I  ^86  1     ^^        Heighth  of  his  Ambition,  yet  he  fell  in  the  next, 

^  ^      ^     and  is  one  terrible  Example,  amongft  many  more,  of 

fiioh  flippery  Stations. 

*  However,  upon  the  Chancellor's  Motian,  the  Lonk, 

Great  Men^  and  Reprefentaitives  of  Counties,  Cities,  and 

Burghs  *,  granted  to  the  King«  for  the  Voyage  of  Jolm 

A  Subfiay  to      ^^^  ^f  Cttftik  atid  Li9n  and  Duke  of  Lamafter^  into 

carry  oa  the      Sfein^  foT  the  Sicfe^keeping  of  the  Sea  and  Marches  of 

War.  ScoiUmd^  a  full  Tenth  and  a  Fifteenth,  and  half  a  Tenth 

and  Fifteenth,  the  former  to  be  paid  at  Candltmas^  and 

the  latter  at  Midfummir  next.     There  Were  appointed 

particular  Treafurers,  by  Parliament,  for  the  Receipt  of 

this  Subiidy,  with  Supervifors  to  fee  it  laid  out;  and  this 

Voyage  imo  Spain  was  declared  to  be  ^  by  the  Agree- 

*  mem  and  Confent  of  the  King,  Prelates,  Noblemen, 

^  and  Commons,  in  full  Parliament  aflembled  ^ 

It  was  ordained  alfo,  at  the  fame  Time,  That  thtf 
•  Subfidy  on  Wooll  and  Leather,  granted  by  the  laft  Par- 
liament to  the  Fcaft  of  St.  J$hn  Baptifi  next  coming, 
fliould  then  ceafe  till  the  Feaft  of  St.  Pittr  ad  Vincula 
feilowing :  And  that,  at  the  iaid  Feaft,  a  new  Subfidy, 
granted  by  this  Parliament,  ihould  take  Place ;  that  is 
•  to  fay,  of  every  Sack  of  Wooll,  above  the  old  Cuftom, 
42 X.  \d,  of  Natives,  and  461.  id.  of  Aliens,  and  of 
Wooll-fells  and  Leather,  according  to  the  fame  Rate. 

The  anonymous  Author  of  the  King's  Life  mentions 

aDifpute  which  happen'd  between  the  Clergy  and  Laity 

in  this  Parliament ;  it  feems  the  latter  granted  the  King 

Debate  Utwttn  the  Subfxdies  above,  on  Condition  that  the  other  (hould 

the  Clergy  and  give  a  Tenth  and  a  Half.     This  Way  of  articulating 

jA^^uppin'^^*^  Clergy  refented,  and  proteftcd  that  the  Laity  fhoulS 

not  charge  them ;  nay,  the  Archbifbop  of  Canterbury 

iCiurtney]  was  fo  hot  as  to  fay,  That  he  would  venture 
is  Head  in  this  Cau/e^  rather  than  the  Holy  Church  9/ 
England  Jhould  thus  truckle :  Whereupon  the  Commons 
and  many  Temporal  fiords  began  to  bid  Battle  to  the 
Clergy's  Temporalities ;  faying^  *  That  they  were  grown 
^  to  that  Excefs  of  Pride,  that  it  would  be  a  Work  of 

*  Piety 

•  MemoranduKi  Slyod  Domni,  Magnates^  et  C^mum'tates  Comitatuum,  Ci* 
m'tatum,  tt  Burgorum  conceff'trufit  Domino  Regi,  £»^.  Rot.  Pari.  9.  R.  Jl. 
NO.  10. 

t  Knygbton  fays.  That  the  King,  ConfenfM  Pariiamenti,  in  Aid  of  d»if 
Xspedition^  gave  40«ooQ  Marks  cut  of  bis  own  Treafury.    Col.  2676* 
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•  yipty  and  Charity  to  dip  their  Wings,  and  reduce  them'^'  RUlgrd  II. 
«  to  an  Humility  fuiublc  to  their  ProfcflBlon/   The  Cler- 
gy at  this  were  not  a  little  alarmed^  and,  to  prevent  the 

worft,  made  a  voluntary  Grant  of  a  T^th,  by  which 

the  Difpute  ceafed  ".     Thus  far  our  Noble  Hiftorian  5 

but  7«  Stowt  tells  us  another  Story.     He  writes.  That 

the  Knights  and  Commons  were  fo  fure  of  carrying  their 

Point  againft  the  Clergy,  that  they  were  for  dividing  the     [  387  ] 

Temporalities  of  all  the^  rich  Abbies  amongft  them. 

JVdlfingham  fays.  That  he  himfelf  heard  one  of  the 

ICnights  fwear  deeply.  That  he  would  have  a  thoufand 

Marks  a  Year  out  of  the  Monaftery  of  St.  AlbarCs. 

And«  adds  he,  the  King,  upon  hearing  the  inordinate 

Demands  of  one  Side,  and  the  juft  Defence  of  the  other, 

threw  out  th^  Bill;  faying,  '  That  he  was  refolved  to  * 

^  leave  the  Church  in  as  good  an  Eftate,  or  better,  than 

*  he  found  it.'  After  this,  the  Clergy  made  a  free  Gift  of 
a  Tenth  to  his  Majefty,  for  which,  he  faid,  he  was 
more  obliged  to  them  than  for  any  Thing  given  by 
Compulfion  ^. 

In  the  laft  Expedition  into  Sc9tland  the  King  had  cre^ 
ated  fome  new  Dignities,  which,  according  to  the  Cuftont 
of  thofe  Times,  were  ufcd  to  be  confirmed  and  the  Patents 
enrolled  in  Parliament.  Edmund  Earl  of  Cambridge^  the 
King's  Uncle,  was  confirmed  Duke  of  Tork^  and  had 
a  Penfion  of  looo/.  a  Year  affigned  him  and  his  Heirs 
Male  out  of  the  Exchequer  to  fupport  his  Dignity,  un* 
till  the  King  could  fettle  Lands  upon  him  of  like  Value.  Gnntt  aad  Pnl 
Thomas  Earl  of  Buckingham  and  EJfex^  the  King's  other  ^^^"^"^ 
Uncles  having  been  created  Duke  of  Gloucefter^  was  con- 
firmed in  it,  and  had  a  like  Penfion. and  Affignment 
made  him  as  his  eldeft  Brother  *.  Alfo  Michael  de  la 
Pole^  made  Earl  of  Suffolk^  had  fome  leffer  Grant!  paf- 
fed  to  him  r.     Laftly,  R,$bert  de  Vere^  Earl  of  Oxford^ 

the 

tt  The  Lift  0/ Richard  II.  h  •  l^trjou  of^tuUty. 

^  Knjghtortt  to\,  ibi^,  Walfing.  i%o*  5fow«*a  Cfrrwi.  299*  ^/fATa 
Cbr9M^  600.     Sam,  Daniel  in  Kennet,  p.  254. 

X  The  Preamble  to  both  thefe  Patents  [in  Latin}  are  in  the  fame 
Words,  but  very  elegant  for  thofe  Timea. 

y  He  bad  a  Grant  of  ao  /.*  a  Year  oat  of  the  Farm  of  that  County,  and 
500  /.  a  Year  out  of  the  Eftate  of  the  former  Earl,  which  had  efchcated 
to  the  King  for  want  of  Heira,  after  the  Deceafe  of  the  Queen  and  IfaBei 
Uforil,  Countefi  of  Sufoik*  Brady,  p.  363,  Tjrrei,  by  Miftakc  of  a 
Cypher,  makes  this  laftGrant  but  col,  with  feveral  other  Manors  and 
^ofdibips.     Rot.  Pari.  9  Rich.  1|»  N^.  16. 
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K.  Richard  U,  the  King's  Favourite,  was  now,  by  an  unufual  Titles 
created  Marquis  of  Dublin  ;  and  was  confirmed  in  that 
Title,  together  with  all  th;  Revenues  of  Ireland,  k^c* 
except  fome  Royalties  referved  to  the  Crown,  and  pay- 
ing 5000  Marks  yearly  into  the  Exchequer. 

It  was  now,  alfo,  that  Roger  Mortimer^  Earl  of 
March^  was  declared,  in  Parliament,  Prefumptive  Heir 
t$  the  Crown^  in  Cafe  that  Richard  died  without  liTuc. 
This  Earl  was  the  Son  of  Philippa,  only  Daughter  to 
f  188  1  Lionel  Duke  o( Clarence^  third  Son  to  Edward  111  y,  the 
fecond,  fFilliam  of  Hatfield^  dying  young.  The  De- 
fendants of  this  Earl  claimed  the  Crown  afterwards, 
under  the  Title  of  the  Houfe  of  Tlor^ ;  which  occafioned 
much  Mifchief  and  Bloodihed  throughout  the  whole 
Kingdom. 

In  this  Parliament  the  Commons  petitioned  the,King, 

<  That  the  State  of  his  Hou(hold  might  be  looked  into 

*  and  examined  every  Year,  by  the  Chancellor,  Trea- 

<  furer,  and  Clerk  of  the  Privy-Seal,  and  what  was  ami($ 

*  to  be  mended  at  their  Difcretion.     And  alfo  that  the 
^  antient  Statutes  made  concerning  the  Houihold  might 

*  be  kept,  and  duly  executed  in  au  their  Points.' 

To  the  firft  Article  of  the  Petition  the  Anfwer  was. 
The  King  will  order  it  when  he  pleafeth.  To  the  fecond, 
Le  Roy  le  voet^  or  the  King  confenteth. 

The  Commons  defired  to  know,  IVhoJhould  he  the 

King's  chief  Officers  and  Governors  of  the  State  of  the 

Kingdom?  The  Anfwer  was.  The  King  hath  Officers 

,    fufficient  at  prefent^  and  will  change  them  at  his  Pleafure. 

It  was  alfo  enaded,  in  this  Parliament,  'l^bat  all 
Lords  and  other  Perfons  who  have  Lands  on  the  Mar- 
ches beyond  the  River  Tyne^  Ihould  live  upon  them  5 
faving,  that  the  King  may  fliew  Favour  to  whom  he 
pleafeth  in  that  Matter.  And,  as  the  Chancellor  dired- 
ed,  the  Staple  of  Wooll,  which  was  at  Calais^  was  alfo 
ordered  to  be  kept  in  England^  in  fuch  Place  as  the  King 
and  his  Council  ihould  think  meet. 

In  this  ?2sY\zmtntThomasArundele^  then  Biibop  oiEly^ 
applied  to  the  King,  to  make  Reftitution  of  the  Tempo- 
ralities to  Henry  Spenfer^  Bifliop  of  Norwich^  which  had 
been  feized  into  the  King's  Hands  in  the  laft  Parliament. 

This 

y  FahiatCt  Chrtn.  Fol.  CXLlV.  HoUingPead^  Chron.  p.  448.  P«/. 
Vergil,  Lib.  xx.  p,  411.  Rapiny  Fol.  Ed,  p.  462.  But,  after  all  thefc  Aa- 
thodties^  this  Declaration  is  not  entered  on  the  Rolls  of  this  Pa}liament%' 
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This  was  warmly  oppofed  by  the  new  Earl. of  Suj^oli^^* Rt^rd Um 
Lord -Chancellor,  who  rofe  up  and  fpolcc  to  the  Bilhop 
of  £iy  in  this  Manner,  '  What  is  that,  my  Lord,  thatPj^^^^?^ 
^  you  afk  of  the  King  ?  Seems  it  to  you  a  (mail  Matter  BUhop  of  Nor* 

*  for  him  to  part  with  that  Bilhop's Temporalities, when wc*'* Tempo*, 

*  they  yield  to  his  Coffers  above  a  Thoufand  Pounds  a     ****• 

*  Year  ?  Little  Need  hath  the  King  of  fuch  Counfellors, 

*  or  fuch  Friends,  as  advife  him  to  A£ls  fo  greatly  to     ^    g    -% 

*  his  Difad vantage.*  To  which  the  BiCiop  o(EIy  fmart-     *•  ^  9  J 
ly  replied,    '  What  fays    your   Lordfbip,    my  Lord 

^  Michael  ?  Know,  that  I  afk  not  from  the  King  what 
^  is  his  own,  but  that  which  he,  drawn  thereunto  by 

*  you,  or  fuch  as  you  are,  with-holds  from  other  Men, 
^  upon  none  of  the  Jufteft  Titles,  and  which,  as  1  think, 

*  will  never  do  him  any  Good.     As  for  yourfelf,  if  the 

*  King's  Advantage  be  the  Thing  you  drive  at,  why 

<  did  you  fo  greedily  accept  of  a  Thoufand  Marks  a 

<  Year,  at  the  Time  he  created  you  Earl  of  SufolJt  ?* 
The  Chancellor,  adds  our  Authority,  was  hit  fo  home, 
by  this  round  Retort,  that  he  offered  no  further  to  aofs 
the  Reftitution  of  the  Bi(hop*s  Temporalities  =^.  But, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  Subfidy  granted  by  the  Clergy  this 
Parliament,  which  put  the  King  into  a  good  Humour, 
this  AfFair  would  not  have  been  pafTed  over  fo  eafily. 

The  Duke  of  Lancajierh  Expedition  into  Spain  now 
took  Place,  and  he  embarked  with  a  very  great  Army, 
for  the  reducing  the  Kingdom  of  Caftile  and  Leon  to  his 
Obedience.  But  tho'  he  gained  fome  great  Advantages 
at  firfl ;  yet,  in  the  End,  his  Army  being  very  much  di- 
miniihed  by  SickneTs  and  Mortality,  he  thought  proper 
to  clap  up  a  Peace,  by  renouncing  all  his  Pretenfions  to 
that  Kingdom,  for  a  large  Sum  of  Money,  and  a  yearly 
Annuity,  to  be  paid  him  by  7«A«,  the  Son  of  Henry 
the  Bajlardy  the  prefent  Pofleilbr. 

During  this  Expedition  abroad,  AfFairs  at  home  were 
in  a  tickliih  Situation.  The  French  King  had  not  laid 
afide  his  intended  Invafion  oi  England  \  but,  on  the 
contrary,  had  made  greater  Preparations  for  it  than  ever  ^. 

In 

«  Speed*%  Cbrdn,  p.  600.  E  Lib,  Monajlerii  it  Kfelfa,  ft  ex  Record* 
mpnd  Gul.  Camden,  in  YorkOiire.     Sam,  Daniel  in  Kenneth  p.  254* 

a  See  an  Account  of  this  fecond  Armament,  at  Slup^  for  the  Invafion, 
in  Froifatt,  cap.  Iviii.  lix.  Ix.  This  Author  writes  that  it  was  thought  by 
fome,  that  all  this  mighty  Preparation  was  only  to  fright  thcErtgliJb,  and 
diraw  the  Duke  of  Lancajltr  back  from  Sj>aia,  ' 
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K«  ^tkati  U.  In  order  to  ftcm  this  Tide,  and  prepare  to  fland  the' 
Shock,  the  Lord-Chancellor  De  la  P§U  fent  for  great 
Part  of  the  Mflitia  of  the  whole  Kingdom,  to  the  Num- 
ber of  200,000  Men,  up  to  Londm^  where  they  were 
r  %Q9  1  4^rtc^  ^^  ^  ikighbouring  Villages ;  and  one  Au- 
•■  ^^  •'  thor  writes ',  That,  bcfidcs  the  City  and  Suburbs,  all 
the  Towns  within  twenty  Miles  of  London  were  filled 
with  arm'd  Men ;  but,  having  no  Pay,  they  did  as  much 
Mtfchief  to  the  Inhabitants  as  an  Enemy. 

AanoRegni  io«  In  the  Midft  of  thefe  Dangers  and  Confufions,  a  Par* 
»3*^-        liament  was  called,  by  Writs  dated  Auguft  8,  to  meet 

At  Wtjhmifer.  *^  IVeftmin/ler  on  die  firft  of  Oilober  following.  And» 
tho'  the  Nation  was  fo  much  threatened  from  abroad, 
jet  we  may  reafonably  fuppofe  it  was  little  regarded, 
fince  there  never  yet  was  a  Time,  in  this  King's  Reign, 
when  DifTentions  between  him  and  his  Parliament  ran 
higher.  It  appears,  however,  by  the  Records,  that  the 
Seffion  was  opened,  as  ufual,  by  a  Speech  fi'om  the 
Earl  of  Suffolk i  Lord-Chancellor;  in  which  he  told  the 
Houfes,  •'That  the  principal  Caufe  of  calling  them  to- 

*  «ther,  at  that  Time,  was  to  acquaint  them  that  at  a 
^  Council,  held  at  Oxford^  it  had  been  determined  that 
«  the  King  ihould  pafs  the  Seas,  in  Perfon,  with  an  Arm/ 

*  Royal ;  which  Refolution  the  Kingftill  held,  and  they 
^  were  to  debate  in  what  Manner  and  how  it  was  to  be 

*  done.    He  faid  there  were  four  Caufes  that  moved  the 

*  King  to  this  £xpedition  ;  the  firft  was,  That  he  might, 

<  at  leu  Expence,  attack  his  Enemy  abroad,  than  ftay  and 

*  defend  them  at  home.    The  fecond  was,  to  take  off  a 

<  Reproach  blazed  abroad,  that  he  durft  not  go  over  in 

*  Perfon  "*.     The  next  was,  to  gain  his  Right  to  the 

*  Crown  of  France ;  by  which  he  (hould  acquire  both 
«  Renown  and  Honour.     And,  laftly,  fincp  the  Fnnch 

*  were  daily  threatening  an  Invafion,  he  defired  them  to 

*  confult  about  it,  as  well  as  the  Maintenance  of  the 

*  Laws  and  Prefervation  of  the  Peace.* 

•iflferencei  be-  The  Triers  of  Petitions  being  appointed,  the  very 
twecn  the  Kingncxt  Thing  the  Commons  went  upon  was  the  Impeach- 
^Lu'  ^"^**-ment  of  the  Earl  q(  Sufoli -,  which,  by  the  Records, 

f^ems 

I  Sam,  Daniii,  p,  255. 

m  ^e  U  R9y  ue  vorroit  trfivaiUfr  tn  protrt  PerJont\    Rot.  ParU 
lo/S/cl.II.  NO.  I. 
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feems  to  have  gone  on  peaceably  enouefa  :  But  Hinry^  Ridtrd  lU 
Knyghton^  a  Contemporary  Hiflorian^  and  one  who  muft 
be  crediced  in  thefe  Matters,  has  been  very  particular  in 
his  Account  of  the  TranfiiSions  of  this  Parliament)  and    - 
gives  a  different  Relation  of  it.  Mr.  Tyrrell  becaufe  this 
Author's  Story  bears  hard  upon  the  Prerogative,  has 
tranilated  every  Tittle  of  it,  and  falls  foul  upon  Dr.  Brady     [  390 
for  mangling  and  abridging  it. 

In  the  Record  it  is  entered,  That  the  Commons^ 
with  one  Accord,  and  in  one  Body  ",  came  before  the 
King,  Prelates,  and  Lords,  in  the  Parliament- Chamber^ 
Complaining  grieyoufly  againft  Michael  dt  la  PoU^  Earl 
of  Suffolk^  late  Chancellor  of  England^  then  prefent» 
and,  by  Word  of  Mouth,  accufed  him  in  Manner  fol^ 
lowing : 

Firfiy  «  That  he  the  faid  Earl,  iScJ 

Next  follow  the  Articles  of  Impeachment,  in  Num* 
bcr  fcven ;  which,  with  the  Earl's  Anfwers  to  them» 
and  the  Commons'  Replications,  methodically,  extend 
to  a  sreat  Length  on  the  Rolls,  and  are  much  fitter  for 
the  a>lleaion  of  State  Trials  than  a  Work  of  this  Na- 
ture. We  (ball  therefore  content  ourfelves,  and  we 
xhope  our  Readers  alfo,  with  giving  the  Senfe  of  th« 
Contemporary  Hiftorians,  ^c.  on  Sis  Trial,  wherein 
the  aforefaid  Articles,  apd  the  Judgment  given  upon 
them,  will  alfo  occur  in  the  Relation. 

T#  do  Juftice  to  all,  it  is  vttj  proper  to  begin  with  The?  feqniit 
the  eldeft  Hiftorian%  who  tells  us.  That,  at  the  Open-  jJj!^*^,^^ 
ing  of  the  Seffion,  the  King  appeared  in  Perfon  as  ufual ;  Treafurer  be  ie> 
but  when  he  found  that  the  Commons  were  refolved  moved^ 
upon  impeaching  Sir  Michael  de  la  Pole^  Earl  of  Suffolk^ 
and  Lord -Chancellor,  for  divers  Crimes  and  Mifde- 
ineanors,  his  Majefty  retired,  left  he  might  feem  to 
countenance  their  Proceedings.     Th^  King  went  to 
Eltham^  where  he  trifled  away  his  Time :  Hereupon 
both  Houfes,  with  joint  Confent,  thought  proper  to  fend 
this  Meffage  to  him,  *  That  the  Chancellor  and  Trca* 

•  furer  ought  to  be  removed  from  their  Offices,  becaufe 

•  thofe  Men  were  not  for  the  Advantage  of  himfelf  and 

•  Kingdom.     Adding,  that  they  had  Matters  to  treat 

•  off  relating  to  the  Lord  Michael  de  la  Pole,  which  could 

Vol.  I.  D  d  « not 

•  2***'  ^f«^J  *t  vmmmt  mffmhlm.    Record.' 

•  ^e^ry  X*yghf9a,  iatw  Dwm  Sch^.  col.  2<8o» 
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lU  RftkatdH  «  oof  be  fiifcly  done  vrhitft  he  remained  in  the  Ofice  of 
*  ChanccUor/ 

The  ^tng  was  gready  inccnfed  at  this  Meffagc,  aod 

l^^rd^J^^ttmamiAeA  them,  N$t  to  imie  MtntUn^of  any  fiuh 

tfid  mires  hom  Thing  for  thi  futuri ;  but  forfbmtb  procud  to  tit  Bu- 

^^^  Jinefs  for  which  they  wen  fummmed^  and  hafton  to  a  Con- 

dnfim ;  and  raibly  added.  That  be  would  not  for  tbem^ 

or  at  their  Infianto^  remove  the  meane/i  ScuUion  in  hit 

Kitchen  p. 

^   *  What  ratfed  the  Refentment  of  the  Commons  more 

«gainft  the  Chancellor,  was,  that  in  this  Parliament  he, 

in  the  King^  Name,  had  demanded  of  them  four  Fif- 

teenths,  to  be  paid  in  one  Year,  and  as  many  Tenths 

from  the  Clergy  4.  Alledging,  that  the  King  was  fo  much 

in  Debt  that  lefs  would  not  difcharge  it  i  befides  the 

'     Expences  of  the  Wars,  his  Houlhoid  and  other  Exi- 

^  gendes.     Without  regarding  this  at  all,  the  Lords  4nd 

The  Ptrliiment  Commons  returned  mcir  joint  Anfwer  to  the  King, 

B^s^tm  tS^*  That  they  neither  could,  nor,  by  any  Means,  would 

Ki0f  retunif.    ^  proceed  in  any  Bufmets  of  Parliament,  or  dUps^h  fe 

^  much  as  the  leaft  Article  of  it,  till  the  King  flioiild 

.         .     *  come  and  ihew  himfelf  in  Perfon  amongft  them,  and 

L  39*  J     €  remove  the  faid  Michail  de  ia  Pok  from  his  Ofice.* 

To  this  high  Demand,  the  Kine  returned  for  Anfwer, 

That  they  jbould  order  forty  Knigbtt^  of  the  wifeft  emd 

moji  fubftantial  of  the  Commons^  to  come  to  him  and  doctare 

the  Opinion  of  all  the  reft.     But  this  Meilage  alAmed 

^    them  ftill  more,  erery  Man  doubting  his  own  ^kty ; 

for  a  private  Rumour  had  reached  their  £ars,-^t  tfaefe 

forty  Members  were  defigned  to  be  mafl&cred :  For, 

adds  our  Authority,  who  perhaps  may  be  fufpeded  of 

going  too  far  in  this  Matter,  it  was  told  them,  and  it 

appeared  afterwards  to  be  true,  that  as  thefe  forty  were 

to  go  to  the  King,  a  large  Party  of  armed  Men  fhould 

fet  upon  and  murder  them  :  Or  dfe  that,  being  invited 

to  a  Feaft,  fome  armed  RuflSans  (hould  deftroy  them  : 

Or,  yet  another  Way,  that  thejr  fliould  be  murdered, 

all  in  an  Inftant,  in  their  Lodgmgs  in  London.     .This 

laft  bloody  Dcfign,  he  fays,  was  fruftrated  by  Richard  do 

Bxton^  then  Mayor  of  London^  who  refufed  to  give  his 

Con- 

•  ^  -i— .  iictni^  ft  mile  pro  iffi*  me  minimum  Goreiouem  eU  C^fMrna  fis 
mnovere  ab  Officio  Juo,    KMygbntt,  inter  iVrm  Ser^tt  coit  s6So» 
1  This  doet  net  9fftu  by  the  Recoid«  .   ■ 
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Con&nt  to  fiicha  Piece  of  Villkny ;  by  which  it  was  de-  K*  RkUrd  ii^ 

ferred,  and  thiscurfed  Contrivance,  by  Degrees,  brought 

to  Light.     Therefore  the  whole  Parliament^  by  com- 

snon  Confent,  deputed  the  Lord  Thomas  of  IVondfiock^ 

Duke  of  GUuie/IiTy  and  Thomas  de  Arundtle^^  Biibop  of 

Elyy  to  go  to  the  King,  fiili  at  Eltham^  and  that  they 

ihould^  in  the  Behalf  <>f  the  Lords  and  Commons^  hum* 

bly  falute  him,  and  deliver  the  Sente  of  both  Houfes  to 

^hiiii,  to  this  Effed ' : 

SIR, 

*  rri  HE  Prelates,  Lords,  and  Commons,  in  Par- The  Ptrlfa- 

*  X     liament  affemWed,  with  moft  humble  Submif.  "»«^'«  Remoa- 

*  (ion  recommend  theinfelves  to  your  Roy^^l  Dignity  5K^f*  ^  ^ 

*  wifliing  you  fucce(&ful  in  the  Courfe  of  Honour,  and 
^  invincible  againft  the  Power  of  your  Enemies.;  toge* 

*  ther  with  the  moil  firm  Bond  of  Peace  and  heartv 

*  Love  towards  your  Subjeds,  as  well  for  the  Increafe 
^  of  your  own  Intereft  and  Advantage,  in  refped  of 
^  God;  and  the  Salvation  of  your  Sod,  as  for  the  un- 

'  fpeakable  Comlbrt  of  all  the  People  you  govern,  on     [  39}  ] 
^  whofe  Behalf  we  intimate  thefe  Things  unto  you  : 

*  That  we  have  it  fettled  and  confirmed  in  our  antieat 
^  Conftituiion,  from  a  laudable  and  approved  Cuftom^ 

<  which  none  can  gainiay.  That  the  King  ought  to  aP- 

<  femble  the  Lords,  Nobles,  and  Commons  of  the  King- 

*  dom  once  a-year,  unto  his  Parliament,  as  th^  higheft 
^  Court  of  the  RealnH  ki  which  all  fquity  ought  to 

*  (bine  bright  without  any  Spot,  clear  a5  the  Sun  ;  and  r 
^  wherein  as  well  Poof  as  Rich  may  find  never^failing 

*  Shelter  for  their  Refrelhment,  by  reftoting  Tranquil- 
^  lity  and  Peace,  and  removing  all  Kind  of  Injuries ; 
^  where  all  public  Grievances,  or  Errors,  ate  to  be  re« 

*  drefs'd  ;  and  wherein,  with  the  moft  prudent  Counfel^ 
^  the  §ute  and  good  Government  of  the  Kingdom  is  to 
^  be  treated  of}  and  confidering  that  the  King  and  I^a« 
'  t ion's  Foes  at  home,  and  their  Enemies  abroad,  may 
^  be  diicovered  and  repulfed,  by  fuch  Means  as  moft 
^  conveniently  and  honourably  may  be  dDnei;  and  al(b, 

*  with  wholefome  Deliberation  therein,  to  forefee  and 

*  order  how  the  neceflary  Burdens  of  the  Kine  and 

D  d  2  «  King* 

t  IjrrtPs  Hijhry  of  England^  Vol.  Ill, 
tifi  of  tUtbard  H,  ty  tk  Ftrfon  of  ^aiitj* 
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K.  Richsrd  II.  c  Kinffdom  may  with  moft  Eafc,  the  Public  Wants 
coniidered,  be  fupplied :  They  conceive  alfo,  that, 
fmce  they  are  to  fupport  all  public  Charges  incumbent, 
they  fhould  have  the  Supervifal  how,  and  by  whom, 
their  Goods  and  Fortunes  are  to  be  expended :  They 
fay^  moreover,  that  this  is  their  Privilege  by  antieni 
Conftitution^  That  if  the  King  tvill  wboUj  eftrange 
bimfitf  from  bis  Parliament^  (no  Infirmity  or  mceffarj 
Caufi  difabling  him)  but  ohflinately^  by  his  ung^vernMi 
tFilly  /ball  withdraw  himjilf^  and  be  abfentfrnm  them 
the  Space  of  forty  Days^  not  regarding  the  Vexation  of 
his  People^  nor  their  grievous  Expences  \  that  tben^frMt 
that  Timet  it  Jhall  be  lawful  for  all  and  every  ofthem^ 
without  any  Damage  from  toe  King^  to  go  home  ami 
return  into  their  own  Countries :  And  now  you,  for  a 
longer  Time,  have  abfented  yourfeif,  and,  for  what 
Caufe  they  know  not,  have  refufed  to  come  among 

them/ 

•  «  • 

To  this  the  King  anfwered  to  this  Efied : 

Tht  1Cittt*t  Aa-  1\F^^  ^^  '**  plainly  dif cover  that  our  People  and  thi 
IWer.  Commons  intend  to  reftft^  and  are  endeavouring  t4 


C394] 


The  Parlk- 


mate  Infurre5fions  againjl  us\  and^  infuch  Cafe^  nothing 
feems  better  for  usy  than  io  call  in  our  Coufin  the  King  if 
France,  and  from  him  to  ajk  Advice  andnid^  nay^  even  to 
fubmit  ourfelves  to  him^  rather  than  to  truckle  to  our  own 
SubjeSfs.  ' 

To  tvhtch  they  replied, 
SIR. 

*  rr^HIS  Council  is  not  fafc  for  you>  but  father  tends 

*  X  to  your  inevitable  Deftrudion ;  for  the  King  of 
^  France  is  your  capital  Enemy,  and  the  greateft  Ad- 

*  verfary  to  your  Kingdom ;  and  if  he  (hould  once  get 

*  Footing  on  your  Land,  would  (boner  endeavour  to 
<  defpoil  you  of  it,  to  invade  your  Kingdom,  and  drive 
*you  from  your  Throne,  than  in  theleaft  to  lend  you 
'  bis  affiftirig  Hand,  if  at  any  Time  (which  God  forbid) 

*  you  ihould  ftand  in  Need  thereof;  irather  therefore 
^  recall  to  your  Memory,  how  your  Noble  Grandfather, 

^  King  Edward  III.  and  in  like  Manner  your  Father, 

*  a  Prince  of  the  fame  Name  and  Renown,  with  great 

*  Labour  and  Hazards,  dOring  their  whole  Lives,  inde- 
^  fatigably  contended  for  the  Cfon<}ueft  of  that  Kingdom, 

*  which. 
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«  which,  by  Hereditary  Right,  appertained  to  them,  and  ^  Rkkard  li, 

*  after  them  to  you,  bv  Succeffion:  You  may  alfo  be 

*  pleafed  to  call  to  Mind,  how  many  of  the  Nobles,  what 

<  innumerable  Troops  of  the  Commons  of  England  loft 
^  their  Lives  in  that  Qparrel :  Remember  alfo  the  in- 

<  eftimableXreafures  the  People  of  England  fxctly  parted 

<  with,  for  the  Maintenance  of  that  War. 

.  *  And  yet,  what  is  more  to  be  lamented,  they  have 
^  in  your  Time  fuftained  To  many  Taxes  for  the  Support 
^  of  your  Wars,  as  that  now  they  are  reduced  to  fuch 

*  incredible  Pbverty,  that  thc^  can  neither  pay  their 
^  Rents  for  their  Livings,  nor  affift  the  King,  nor  aflFord 

*  themfelves  even  the  Neceffaries  of  Life :  Thus  the 
^  Royal  Power  is  iropoverifhed,  and  an  unhappy  Con- 

*  dltion  brought  upon  all  the  Great  Men  and  Nobles  • 

*  of  the  Kingdom,  who,  as  welf  as  the  Commons,  are 

*  weakened  and  undone;  for  a  King  cannot  be  poor  that 

*  has  a  rich  People,  nor  that  King  be  rich,  whofe  Sub- 

*  je£b  are  Beggars :  Nor  do  thefe  Ills  redound  alone  to 

*  you  the  King,  but  to  all  the  Nobility  and  Great  Men,     r  .g.  n 

<  every  one  in  his  Rank  and  Degree.    All  this  is  brought 

<  to  pafs  by  your  evil  Minifters,  who  have  ill  governed 

<  both  King  and  Kingdom  to  this  Day;  and  unlefs  we  do 

<  quickly  fet  to  our  helping  Hands,  the  Kingdom  will,  in 

<  lefs  Time  than  we  think  of,  be  miferably  fub verted. 

*  But  there  is  yet  one  Part  more  of  our  Meflage 
'  remaining,  on  the  Behalf  of  your  People,  to  be  im- 

*  parted  to  you,  That  wt  hav$  an  antitnt  ConftituMn^ 

*  and  it  was  not  many  Agafinct  experiminted^  (it  grirvis 

*  u$  that  wi  muji  mentUn  it)  that  if  the  King^  through 

*  any  evil  Counfel^  $r  weak  Obftinacy  qt  Contempt  of  his 

*  Peoplii  or  out  of  a  perverfe  and  froward  fVilfulnefs^  or 

*  by  any  other  irregular  CourfeSy  jhall  alienate  himfelf  from 

*  his  PeopUy  and  refufe  to  govern  by  the  Laws  and  Statutes 
^  ofjhe  Realm^  according  to  the  laudable  Ordinances  and 

*  their  faithful  Advice^  but  will  throve  himfelf  headlong 

*  into  wild  DefignSy  andjiubbornly  exercife  his  own  fingu* 
«  lar  arbitrary  IVill^  that^  from  that  lime^  it  Jhall  be  law-' 

*  fulfor  his  People,  by  their  full  and  free  AJfent  and  Con^ 
^  fenty  to  depofe  that  King  from  his  Throne ^  and^  in  bis 

*  Steady  to  ejiablijh  fome  other  of  the  Royal  Race  upon  the 
^  fame :  Therefore,  that  fuch  a  grievous  and  unhappy 
'  iludaxi    may  never  fpring  up  amon^il  your  Feoplei 

Dd3  *that 


< 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


'4-22  Tbe  Parliammtary  Histoiy 

K.  RUbmrd  n.  c  (j^^X  they  may  never,  through  fuch  lamentable  Divi* 

*  fions,  pleafing  only  to  your  Enemies,  be  by  your  eiril 
'  Counfellors  Aibverted  \  and  that  this  Kingdom,  fo  ho* 
^  nourable,  and,  fr6m  your  Father's  Days,  hitherto  moft 
'  famous  in  War,  may  not  now,  in  your  Time,  through 
^  rttc  Diftraftions  of  evil  Government,  be  miferably  laid 

*  waftc;  and,  that  the  Title  of  thoie  Mifcrics  may  ncref 

*  be  fixed  as  a  fcandalous  Mark  upon  your  Reign,  recall 
'  we  be  leech  yow,  your  Royal  Mind  from  fuch  foolilh 
^  and  perniciouti  Couniels ;  and  whofoever  they  are  (hat 

*  fuggeft  fuch  Matters  to  you,  do  rK>t  only  refute  to 
^  hearken  to  them,  but  totally  remove  them  from  your 
^  Prefcncc ;  for,  in  a  Time  of  Danger,  it  will  be  found, 

*  that  they  can  noways  prove  eifedual  to  fervc  you^ 
^  when  you  (land  aio&  in  Need  of  tbem.' 

r  j^  ]         By'thefe  and  other  Speeches,  fays  our  Author,  ttie 

King  wab  brought  to  better  Temper,  and,  laying  afide 

his»  Psflion,  he  promifed  that  after  three  Da)rs  he  would 

coitie  to  the  Parliament,  and,  with  mature  Advice.,  w'd- 

lingly  acqutefce  in  their  Petitions :  Accordingly  the  King 

came  at  the  Time  appointed ;   and,  very  foon  after. 

Which  occtfion* '^^'Wtfi  ArunJili^  Bifbopof  £/y,  by  the  Advice  and  Con- 

|;re«tAlter  tiontAMit  of  Parliament,  was  madeChancellor  in  theroom  of 

10  the  Miniftry.  ji^iuhael  di  tn  Poli,  Earl  of  Suffolk ;  John  Giihert,  Bithop 

of  Henfirtf,  was  made  Treafurer,  inftead  of  John  dt 

Fordhams  Bifhop  of  Durham  j  and  John  di  fraitbam^ 

Keeper  of  ihe^Privy  Stal. 

The  Mcflages  above-mentioned  are  fo  extraordinary 
in  their  Kmd,  that  Dr.  Brady  fuppofes  the  old  Canon  oif 
Leice/itr  was  the  Author  of  ihem  ;  as  indeed,  adds  he, 
mod  Hiftorians  are  of  the  Speeches  and  Orations  found  in 
them  ;  for  that  they  arc  in  fuch  Language  as  no  Subjeds 
ever  ufed  towards  their  Sovereign.  Mr.  Tyrrel  objeds 
to  this,  that  the  Hiftorian  here  quoted  is  very  feldom 
guilty  of  making  fet  Speeches,  however  it  may  be  faid 
of  other  Writers ;  and  leaves  it  to  the  Reader's  Judg- 
ment, whether  this  Author,  who  was  alive  at  this  very 
Time,  and  wrote  his  Hiftory  in  the  Reign  of  the  fuc- 
Kemarks  on  this  Ceeding  King,  durft  prefume  to  forge  a  Speech  of  fo  dan- 
Remonftnincc.  gerous  a  Con(bquencc,  when  the  fame  Bifliop,  tranf- 
lated  to  the  See  of  Canterbury^  was  then  in  Being,  and 
could  eafily  have  contradii^ed  fo  notorious  a  Piece  of 

Forgery. 
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Forgery.    To  fpcak  impartially  on  thisMattor)  Mr^^'^'f^^^^' 
Tyrrel  has  fomewhat  ovcrlhot  himfelf  in  mentioning  tho 
Bifhop  and  Hiftorian  as  Contemporaries ;  becaufe  it  mi^f        * 
then  with  greater  Probability  be  imagined  the  Bi(hop 
gave  the  latter  the  Speech,  or  the  Subftance  of  it,  ta 
infert  in  his  Hifiory ;  fince,  as  he  fays,  Knyghun  wrote 
in  the  fucceeding  Reign,  after  the  fame  Principles,  laid 
down  in  this  Speech,  had  brought  about  a  Revolution,  $1,;!^;^^,/^^ 
in  which  this  Thomas  ArundtU^  then  Archbifliop  of  Can-  PoU,  Eail  of 
t$rhurf^  was  one  of  the  chief  Movers,     fiefides,  it  is^^'/^^aAdLord 
certain  that  our  Parliamentary  Records  are  intirely  filent  -eacJiU/''  ""^ 
as  to  the  Meflages  and  Speeches  which  Knyghton  hath 

S riven  ;  as  well  as  all  other  Hiftorians,  who  do  not  quote 
Irom  that  Author.  And  if  they  were  true,  they  muft  have 
happened  between  the  Meeting  of  the  Parliament  and 
the  bringing  in  of  the  Impeachment.-— But  to  go  on. 

After  the  Removal  of  Muhail  d$  la  PqU  from  the 
Chancellorihip,  he  was  impeached  by  the  Commons     [  397  ] 
of  feveral  high  Crimes  and  Mifdemeanors  ;  the  Articles 
againft  him  are  upon  the  Record  %  as  alfo  in  Knygbtm '  > 
kut  we  give  them  from  the  latter  as  follow  : 

^€  Impeachment  or  Articles  exhihited  hy  the  Commons  in 
full  Parliament  againft  Michael  de  la  Pole,  Earl  of 

SuSbllc,  late  Chancellor  of  England. 
I. «  rr\  HAT   the  faid  Earl  being  Chancellor,  and  The  ArticUt 

*    X     f^<>»^"  ^^  ^  for  the  juft  Profit  of  the  King,  H^*  *»«• 
^  hath  purchafed  of  our  Lord  the  King,  Lands,  Tene<<^ 
^  ments,  and  Rents  to  a  great  Value,  as  appears  bv  the 

<  Record-Rolls  of  the  Chancery :  And  againft  his  Oath, ' 

*  not  regarding  the  great  Neceflhy  of  the  King  and 
^  Realm,  being  Chancellor  at  the  Time  of  fuch  Purchafe  ^ 
'  made,  did  caufe  the  faid  Lands  and  Tenements  to  ba 

*  extended  at  a  much  fmaller  Value  than  really  they 

*  were  worth  by  the  Year,  and  thereby  deceived  the 
•King.' 

Afulfor  that  he  tur chafed  the  faid  Lands  when  hi  was 
Chancellor^  againjt  his  Oath^  the  King  Jball  have  the  faid 
Lapds  again  intirely y  and  the  faid  Earl  Jhall  make  Pino 
and  Ranfom  to  the  King^  with  all  Profits  received  ftnca 
the  Purchafe* 

IL  ^  Whereas  nine  Lords  were  ailig<)ed,  by  the  laft 

<  Parliament,  to  view  and  examine  the  State  of  the 

"^    Kins 

»  Rot.  Pari.  10  Kitb.  II.  N©.  i,  6,  ^c.  • 

I  Col.  2684.  ••  , 
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K,  kiik^rd  tU  <  ICin|  and  Realm,  and  to  deliver  their  Advice  how 

*  the  (ame  might  be  improved,  amended,  and  put  into 

*  better  Order  and  Governance,  and  thereupon  fuch 
^  Examination  to  be  delivered  to  the  King  as  well  bjr 

<  Word  of  Mouth,  as  in  Writing;  the  faid  late  Chan- 

*  cellor  did  fay  in  full  Parliament,  That  the  faid  Advice 
^  and  Ordinance  (hould  be  put  in  due  Execution ;  which 

*  yet  was  not  done,  and  that  by  the  Defauk  of  him  who 

*  was  the  principal  Officer/ 

To  thh  ArticUy  and  tht  Thirds  and  thi  Seventh^  tie 
I  39^  ]     /aid  Earijball  anjwer^  if  he  have  any  Thing  to  fof  againfi 
the  fame  in  fpeciaL 

IIL  '  Whereas  a  Tax  was  granted  by  the  Commons 

*  in  the  laft  Parliament,  to  be  laid   out  in  a  certain 

*  Form  demanded  by  the  Commons,  and  aflented  to 
^  by  the  King  and  Lords,  and  not  otherwife  ;  yet  the 

*  Monies  thence  arifmc,    were  expended  in  another 

<  Manner;  fo  that  the  Sea  was  not  guarded  as  it  was 

*  ordered  to  have  been ;  whence  many  Mifcfaiefs  al«^ 

*  ready  have  happened,  and  more  are  like  to  enfue  to' 

<  the  Realm :  And  all  this  by  the  Default  of  the  faid 

<  late  Chancellor. 

IV.  *  Whereas  the  Tideman  of  Ltmhergh^  having  to 
^  him  and  his  Heirs  of  the  Gift  of  the  King's  Grand- 

*  father  50  /.  per  Annum^  out  of  the  Cufloms  of  King^ 

<  fton  upon  //i///,  which  the  faid  Tideman  forfeited  to 
«  the  King ;  and  whereas  the  Payment  of  the  faid  50  A 
^  per  Annum  was  difcontinued  for  five  and-thirty  Yean 

/  and  upwards  :  The  faid  Chancellor,  knowing  the  Pre* 
^  miiTes,  purchafed  to  him  and  his  Heirs,  of  thie  faid 

*  Tideman,  the  faid  50  /.  per  Annum^  and  prevailed 
^  with  the  King  to  confirm  the  faid  Purchafe  ;  whereas 

*  the  King  ought  to  have  had  the  whole  Profit. 

For  this  Purchafe  the  Jaid  Earl  was  adjudged  to  Fine 
and  Ranfom^  ana  the  faid' ^o\.  to  go  to  the  King  and 
his  Heirs  ;  with  the  Manor  ^Flaxflete,  and  ten  Marie 
ff  Rent  which  were  enchangea^  &c.  with  the  Iffius. 

V.  *  Whereas  the  High  Matter  of  St.  Anthony  is  a 

*  Schifmatick,  and  for  that  Caufe  the  King  ought  to  . 

*  have  the  Profits  which  appertain  to  him  in  England ; 

<  the  faid  late  Chancellor,  who  ought  to  advance  and 

<  procure  the  Profit  of  the  King,  took  to  Farm  the 
f  faid  PK>fiU  of  the  King  at  twenty  Marb  per  Annum^ 

*an<l 
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^  and  fo  gat  to  his  own  Ufe  above  a  Thoufand  Mitki.^MUisrdtl*. 
^  And  afterwards,  when  the  faid  Mafter,  who  now  is 

*  in  England^  and  ought  to  have  bad  the  Pofleffion  and 

*  Livery  of  the  faid  Profits,  he  could  not  obtain  the 

*  fame,  till  he  and  two  Perfons  with  him  became  bound, 

*  by  Recognizance  in  Chancery,  of  3000  /  to  pay  year-    1 

*  hr  to  the  faid  Chancellor,  and  hb  Son  John^  lOoA     i  399  ] 
^  for  the  Term  of  their  two  Lives.' 

For  this  it  was  adjudged^  That  tbi  King  Jhall  havi  all 
ihi  Profits  bilonging  to  the  faid  St..  Anthony*/,  at  ihi 
Timi  of  tbi  Pur  chafe  \  and  that  for  the  Recognizance  fo 
made  J  the  faid  Earl  Jhall  be  awarded  to  Prifon^  andfaud^ 
emd  ranfomed  at  the  Pleafure  of  the  King. 

VI.  *  That  in  the  Time  of  the  late  Chancellor  there 
^  were  granted  and  made  divers  Charters  and  Patents 

*  of  Pardon  for  Murders,    Treafons^  Felonies,  tfr. 

*  againft  the  Laws  ;  and  before  the  Commencement  of 
*'  this  prefent  Parliament,  there  was  ofiade  and  fealed  a 

*  Charter  of  cehain  Franchifes  granted  to  the  Caftle  of 
^  Dover  in  Difinherifon  of  the  Crown,  and  to  the  Sub- 

*  verfion  of  the  Pleas  and  Courts  of  the  King,  and  of 

*  his  Laws.' 

The  King  awards  that  ihofe  Charters  he  repealed. 
,  VIL  ^  Whereas  by  an  Ordinance  made  in  the  laft 
^  Parliament,  that  10,000  Marks  ihould  be  raifed  for 

<  the  Relief  of  the  City  of  Ghent  \  by  the  Default  of 

<  the  faid  late  Chancellor,  the  faid  City  of  Ghent  was 

<  loft,  and  alfo  icoo  Marks  of  the  faid  Money.' 

XJpon  all  which  Articles  the  Commons  demand  the  jfudg* 
rnent  of  Parliament. 

Knyghton  fays  that  the  Sum  of  the  Earl's  Anfwers  to 
thefe  Articles  were  either  by  denying  fome  of  them,  or 
confeiling  and  excufing  others  ;  and  that,  for  all  thefe 
OflFences,  the  faid  Earl  was  not  only  difcharged  from 
bis  0£Slce  of  Chancellor,  but,  beins  arretted,  was  coni-,j^  ^^^l 
mitted  to  the  Cuftody  of  the  ConSable,  and,  after  themittcdPrUbaaT 
Parliament  was  up,  he  was  fent  dofe  Prifoner  to  JVind* 
for  Cajile\  but  was  ibon  after  difcharged  4)y  the  King. 

Thomas  Walfingham^  another  Hiftorian  of  good  Au* 
thority,  and  contemporary  with  Knyghton^  relates,  that 
all  thefe  Artictes  were  (6  (My  proved,  that  the  Earl 
could  not  deny  them.     Lifomuch^  that  when  he  ftood 

upon 
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K.  ktchard  11.  upon  his  Defence,  and  had  nothing  to  fay  for  himfelf, 

the  King,  bluChing  for  him,  (hook  his  Head  and  faid, 

£  400  ]     Jias^  alas^  Michael,  fie  what  th§u  baft  done.     Further^ 

when  the  King  defired  a  Supply,  the  fame  Author  tetb 

us  that  the  Commons  anfwerea,  *  He  did  not  need  any 

*  Talla^  on  his  Subjefls,  when  he  might  fo  cafily  fur- 
^  n'rfh  hiitifelf  with  a  Sum  of  Money  from  him  who  was 
^  his  juft  Debtor"/  This  may  be  true  alfo,  but  k  is 
not  on  Record  ;  and  it  will  be  fdund  in  the  Sequel  tbat 
the V  granted  a  very  large  one. 

The  former,  who  is  more  particular  in  giving  the 
Affairs  of  this  Parliament  than  of  any  other  through- 
out his  whole  Hiftory,  goes  on  and  tells  us.  That,  by 
the  Corruption  of  the  King's  Officers,  the  public  Re- 
venue was  vainly  confumed  ;  the  King  infuffcrably  de- 
frauded and  aboff  d  ;  the  common  People  of  the  Realm* 
-  by  continued  and  grievous  Burdens,  miferably  impovc- 
riftied  ;  the  Rtnts  and  Profits  of  the  Nobles  and  Great 
Men  much  impaired  ;  and  their  poor  Tenants  in  many. 
Places  forced  to  abandon  their  Hufbandry,  and  leavq 
their  Farms  empty  and  defolate.  And  all  this  Time  it 
was  plain  that,  by  th^fe  Means,  the  King's  Officers  be- 
came iinmeafurably  rich. 

The  Parliament  obferving  all  this,  in  order  to  rcmc- 

tleveo  Lorfi    ^X  ^^^  ^^*'»  ^^^Y  chofe  eleven   Lords,  to  whom  the 

cbofen  by  Par*  King,  by  Commiffion^  under  the  Broad-Seal,  granted 

^"™*"^  *P"      Leave  and  Power  to  inquire  into,  treat  of,  and  dcter- 

ITte \he^A^rfs '"'"®  ^'^  Affairs,  Caufcs,  and  Complaints  arifing.fincc 

•f  thcKbgdoju.  the  Death  of  King  Edward  IIL  to  that  prefcni  Time  i 

as  alfo  of  the  King's  Expences  and  his  Minifters,  and 

all  other  Matter^-  happening  within  the  limited  Time* 

The  Lords,  fo  chofen,  were  fworn,  on  the  Holy  Evan- 

gelifts,   to  well  and  truly  regulate  all  Burdens,  and 

other 

«  Sub  hoc  /frtno, 

w  Rot.  Pari.  le  Hieh.  II.  Pan  prima,  N^.  j,    ThisComiiuffiofi>'ia 
French,  is  alfo  piinced>  ac  large,  \n  H,  Kitfgbfm»X!fA  2686>^r» 
The  Preamble  to  it,  which  is  very  long^  runs  thus, 

*  Know  ye,  that  fv>r  ihc  Reverence  of  God,  and  »o  noarifh  Peace, 
•Unity,  and  good  Accord  in  all  Parties  >ftithin  the  Realm  of  Eng/amd, 

*  and  el'pecially  for  the  good  Ptoftt  and  Eafe  of  our  People,  and  good  Go- 
•    «  vernment  of  our  fame  Realm  of  England^  which  ure  chiefly  deHre,  with 

<  the  AfTent  of  our  Lords  and  Commons  alTcmbled  in  Parliament  at  Weft^ 

*  minfitr  the  firft  Day  of  Vfh'tcr  laft  paft»  we  have  caufed  to  be  fra<fe  a 

*  Statute,  as  well  for  the  Afnejidmeiu  of  the  ikid  Governance,  as  lor  tfct 

*  common  Profit  of  tlie  faid  Realm,  in  the  Form  following,  fiff.'  Sec  5;*- 
futti  at  large,  HuxvkinCi  Edit*  10  Ricb,  U«  A»  1386.  p*  347, 
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CMJher  Affiurt  tnciimbent  on  tbe  King  and  Kingdom  j^iMmT  ii« 
and  to  do  Ju flke  to  every  one.  y 

The  King  likcwtTe  took  an  Oath  to  ftand  to  their  [  401  ] 
Appointment^  to  encourage  them  in  their  A£lings;  and  ^he  King  uket 
not  to  revoke  any  Article  of  their  Power,  but  to  con*  an  Oath  to  nd- 
firm,  at  »>od  and  ftable,  whatfocver  tbe  fatd  Counfcllort  fx  ^^^  Proceed, 
fliould  do  or  Older  dufing  that  Time ;  and  that  any  fix"^*'  «««^*«Wy# 
•f  them,  with  the  three  Qhief  Ofltoen  of  tbe  King, 
fliould  at  any  Time  make  a  ^9rum, 

Laftlyy  it  was  enaded.  That  if  any  Man  Ibouid  ad- 
irtfe  the  King  to  make  any  Revocation  of  their  Po|ver» 
tho'  the  King  (houid  not  do  it,  yet  if  it  was  but  pro- 
bable he  gave  fuch  evil  Counfelt  he  ihould,  for  the  fame^ 
forfeit  aH  his  Lands  and  Goods  \  and,  if  he  attempted 
it  a  fecond  Time,  he  fliould  be  drawn  and  hanged  as  a 
public  Traitor  to  the  Kine  and  Kingdom  *• 

But  the  Authority  of  Parliament  alone  being  not 
judged  fufficient  to  fccure  this  great  Change  in  the  Go* 
vtmment,  the  King  was  further  prevailed  on  to  grant  Ma 
Leters  Patent,  on  which,  afterwards,'aStatute  was  made, 
in  order  to  render  it  as  trrevocabie  as  poiible.  Which 
Letters  Patent  mud  find  a  Place  in  thefe  Inquires, 
fince,  tho*  not  ftridly  Parliamentary,  yet  they  were  the 
Occafion  of  the  Perfons  concerned  in  the  Commiffion 
being  afterwards  brought  to  a  very  fevere  Trial  in  Par- 
kament.    Thus  they  ftand  tranflated  from  the  Fnnch. 

EICHARD,  King^  &c.  To  all  tboji  f  whm  tke/i  And  grants  hU 
Litters /ball  come  to  hi  fun  or  biord^  Grating.  ^^  Jf^g^*'"' 
^  duly  confchus  of  tbi griivous Complaints  oftbt  Lmrds^^^^^  nnatKwi 
and  Commons  ofomr  Rialm  In  this  profent  Parliamint  of' 
ftmblid^  That  our  Profits  and  RintSy  and  tbi  Rruinsat 
of  our  fliatm^  byprivati  and  tnfuffidint  Council^  and  tbi 
ill  Governance  as  well  of  certain  of  our  late  Great  Officers^ 
as  of  divers  other  People  being  near  our  Per/on^  are  fe 
much  confumed^  wafted^  embezzkdy  given  awayy  granted^ 
and  aliened^  dejiroyedy  and  evilly  difpofed  of  and  rx*- 
pcndedy  that  we  are  fo  much  impoverijbed  and  Jl ripped 

XTreafure  and  Means^  and  the  Subftance  of  ottr  Crown 
dimtnifbid  and  dejiroyedy  that  we  are  neither  able  to 
fujlain  honourably  y  as  we  ought ^  tbe  State  of  our  Houjhold^ 

nor 

a  *rr00us  per  O'^tatm,  tsnywam  TrsdUte  ^wlUmi  Rtgh  tt  Rtgnip 
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^RkUrdlh  ntr  maintain  and  menage  thofg  Wars  where^h  §kt 
f  402  ]  Rialm  is  inviron^dy  without  gnat  and  wtragidus  Op-' 
ftiffions  and  Chargts  on  our  Peopliy  grtatir  than  thoj  can 
hoar :  And  alfo  that  tho  good  LawSf  Statutes^  and  Cuf* 
toms  of  owr  faid  Rtalm^  to  which  wo  art  hound  hy  Oaihj 
and  obtigtd  t»  maintain^  art  not^  nor  have  heen^  ehdf 
0bferved  and  enecutedj  nor  full  Jujlice  or  Right  d§mt  to 
our  faidPeopler,  hut  many  Difinhertfons^  and  other  mofi 
great  Mifchiefs  and  Damages^  have  happened^  as  well  to 
msy  as  to  our  P/opltand  whole  Realm. 

Now  woy  for  the  Honour  of  God^  and  for  the  Good  of 
MS  and  our  Kealm^  and  for  the  ^iet  and  Relief  of  out 
People^  willing  againjl  the  faid  Mifthiefs  to  eftaUiJh  a 
good  and  meet  Remedy^  as  we  have  already  of  our  frea 
iVilU  o^  the  Requift  of  the  Lords  and  Commons^  ordained 
and  ajjignedfuch  Perfons  for  our  great  Officers ;  that  is 
t^fttf^  our  Chancellor:^  Ireafurer^  and  Keeper  of  our  Pri' 
vy  oeal^  as  we  efleem  good^  faithful^  andfufficient^  for 
the  Honour  and  Profit  of  us  and  our  Realm :  S^  aljo  of 
our  real  Authority^  certain  Knowledge^  good  Pleafure^  and 
Free-willy  and  hy  the  Advice  and  Affent  of  the  Prelates^ 
Lordsy  and  Commons  in  full  Parliament^  in  Aid  oj  thi 
good  Governance  of  our  Realm^  and  the  well  and  duo 
Execution  of  our  LawSj  and  for  the  Relief  in  Time  of 
that  miferahle  Condition  under  which  both  we  and  our 
Subjects  have  long  lahour*d^  having  full  Confidence  in  tho 
good  Advice y  Senfe^  and  Dtfcretion  of  the  mofl  Honourahle 
Fathers  in  God,  William  Archbijhop  ^Canterbury,  and 
Alexandcf  Archbijhop  of  York ;  Our  mofl  dear  UncIeSj 
Edmund,  Duke  of  York,  and  Thomas  Duke  of  Gloun 
cefter;  the  Honourable  Fathers  in  God,  William  Bijbop 
#/■  Winchcfter,  Thomas  Bifltop  of  Exeter,  and  Nicholas 
Abbot  ^  Waltham;  our  beloved  and  faithful  Richard 
£arl  of  Arundele,  John  Lord  Cobham,  Richard  le 
Scrope,  and  John  Devereux,  have  ordained,  affigntd^ 
4^nd  deputed,  and  do  ordain,  affign,  and  depute  them  to  ba 
of  our  Great  and  continual  Council,  for  one  whole  Tear 
next  after  the  Date  hereof s  to  furvey  and  examine,  toge^ 
tber  with  our  faid  Great  Officers,  as  well  the  Bftate,  C#w- 
ditiony  and  Government  of  our  whole  Realm,  and  of  all 
^^  Officers  and  Minijien  of  whatever  EJlate,  Degree^  or 
Condition  they  be,  within  our  Houjhold  or  without ;  and  ta 
inffiire  and  taki  Information  by. all  fuch  fVays  as  they  Jhall 

tbiui 
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Hnnk  miit^  of  all  Rents  ^  Revmues^  and  Profits  Monging^*  Rkhard  iU 
t0  us^  or  which  arg  due  and  ought  to  appertain  to  usy  either     r  -i 

Within  the  Realm  or  without :  And  of  all  Gifts ^  Grants^  ^  ^^  ^ 
jtUenationsy  and  Confirmations  by  us  made^  of  any  Lands^ 
Tenements^  Rents^  Annuities^  Profits^  Revenues^  ff^ards^ 
Marriages^  Efcbeats^  Forfeitures^  Franchises y  Liberties  i 
Voidances  of  Arcbbijhopricksy  Bijbopricksy  Abbeys^  Priories^ 
Farms  of  Houfesy  Pojfeffions  of  Aliens y  &c.  And  alfo  of 
mil  Revenues  and  Profits y  as  well  of  our  faid  Realmy  as  of 
our  Landsy  IfOrd/hipSy  Citiesy  Fiuagesy  and  other  Pojfef^ 
fions  beyond  the  Sea  j  and  of  the  Benefices  and  Pojfejftons^ 
ond  other  Revenues  of  all  that  are  in  Rebellion  againji 
the  Pope  :  And  of  the  carrying  Monies  out  of  the  Realm 
ty  the  Colli ffors  of  the  Potey  or  the  Procurators  of  Cof* 
dinalsy  Lombaros,  or  other  Perfons  :  Andliiewi/e  ofthg 
Profits  of  our  Cuftomsy  and  all  Subjidies  granted  to  us  by 
the  Clergy  and  Laityy  fince  the  Day  of  our  Coronation^ 
to  that  Time  :  And  of  all  FeeSy  Wages y  and  Rewards  of 
aur  Officers  and  Minifiersy  great  andfmall ;  and  ofAn^ 
Huities  and  other  Rewards  granted ;  and  Gifts  made  to 
any  Perfons  in  Fee  or  for  Term  of  Life^  or  in  any  other 
Manner:  And  of  Lands  y  Tenements  y  ReittSy  Revenues^ 
mnd  ForfeitureSy  bargained  or  fold  to  the  Prejudice  ani 
Damage  of  our  Crown :  And  alfo  touching  the  ^^^It 
and  Goods  which  were  our  Grandfather* s  at  the  Time  of 
bis  Deathy  and  of  Charters  and  General  Pardons ;  and 
how  general  Payments  have  been  levied  and  expended ; 
bow  Garrifons  and  Forts  have  been  maintained:  And  of 
all  Defaults  and  MifpriJionSy  as  well  in  our  Houfl)old  as 
in  our  CourtSy  and  all  other  Places  of  our  Realm :  And 
by  what  Perfons  our  Revenues  and  the  Subflance  of  our 
Crown  have  been  withdrawn  or  diminijbedy  or  tht  Com-- 
mon  Law  interrupted  or  delayedy  or  any  other  Damage 
that  hath  happened  to  us.  Givingy  and  by  thefe  Prefents 
grantingy  of  our  Authority  y  and  by  the  Advice  and  Affent 
4f  our  faid  SsAjeStSy  unto  our  faid  Counfelhrsy  or  any  fix 
iftbemy  and  to  our  Great  Officers  aforefaidy  full  Power 
and  Authority  y  general  anafpecialy  to  enter  our  Palace 
and  Houjhold^  and  to  call  before  them  all  our  Officers y  and 
U  command  all  Rolls,  Records,  and  other  Monuments  and 
Evidences  \  and  all  Defaults y  Wafiesy  and  Exceffes  found 
m  our  faid  Houfl)oldy  and  in  other  Courts  and  Places  \ 
and  all  Deceits^  Extortions^  Oppreffiens^  Damages,  and    [  404  ] 

Grievances 
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K,  JMm'd  II.  Grievantes  wbatfoivtr^  thai  ^n  t9  thi  Pnjudia^  Damagi^ 
and  Dijtrifi  $f  ui  and  our  CrHun^  and  thi  Eftaie  cf  $w 
faidRialm  ingenfral^  (though  not  hertim  panUularly  ex* 
prejfed  and  fpicifiid)  to  amende  corteR^  repair^  ndrefs^  re- 
forttty  and  put  into  good  and  due  Order  and  EflahliftimtfUi 
And  aUo  to  boar  and  receive  the  Complaints  vf  ali  our 
JLiege  People^  as  woll  for  us  as  themjehoes^  ogainft  nar 
faid  Officers  and  Coun/eilors  :  Jnd  all  Uppreffions^  fvrangt^ 
and  Injuries^  which  cannot  fo  well  be  amended  and  deter-' 
mined  in  the  Courts  of  the  tSommon  Law  :  jfnd  to  difeafs 
and  finally  determine  all  the  Matters  aforefaid^  and  fM 
Execution  thereof  to  awards  as  to  them  JSmU  feem  mo/l 
meety  for  the  Honour  and  Profits  of  us  and  our  EJiate^ 
and  to  the  Reuintegration  of  toe  Rights  and  Profits  of  our 
Cr^wn^  and  the  better  Governance  of  the  Peace  and  Laws 
^  our  Kingdom^  and  the  Relief  of  our  faid  People.  In 
which  Proceedings^  if  Difference  of  Opinion  happen 
among fl  our  faid  Ceunfellorsy  the  fame  fhall  be  concluded 
by  Majority  of  Votes  :  And  we  command  and  charge  all 
Prelates^  Duies,  Earls^  Barons^  Sheriffs^  the  Treafurer 
and  Comptroller y  and  all  other  Officers  of  our  H&ujbold^ 
Jufiices  de  Banco,  and  other  Cfficers^  Mimfiers^  and 
%ie^e&ubjeQswbatfoevery  that  to  our  faid  Counfellors  and 
Officers^  in  Manner  aforefaid^  they  be  obedienty  aiding^ 
andaffifiing.  . 

In  witm/s  whereof,  Cs^r.     Given  under  our  Great 
Seal  the  19th  Day  of  November* 

ASobadygraiit-     j^  jj  reafonable  to  exped  after  thefc  great  and  extras 
•  ordinary  Conceffions  from  the  King,  that  fome  Taxes, 

or  Subiidtes,  (hould  be  granted  him  ;  Dr.  Brady  haa 
wholly  omitted  this  Affair,  but  Mr.  Tyrrel  has  found, 
from  the  Record  ^,  which  is  alio  in  Knyghton^  that  this 
Parliament  freely  granted  half  a  Tenth  in  Spirituals,  and 
half  a  Fifteenth  on  all  Temporals.  They  likewife  gave 
him  of  every  Tun  of  Wine  imported  or  exporfedi  three 
Shillings ;  and  twelve  Pence  on  every  Pound  of  Mcr* 
chandize,  except  of  fuch  fiaple  Commodities  aa  WooU- 
fells,  ^c.  And  that  thefe  Subildies  might  be  well  and 
truly  expended,  the  fame  prudential  Care  was  taken  ia 
[  405  ]     this  as  in  other  Matters,  that  the  Money  ihould  be  de- 

pofited 

7  Ret.  PtrL  10.  Rttb.  U.  N^.  i8« 
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pofited  in  the  Hands  of  ccttain  of  the  Nobility  appointed  ^  Bitksrd  u; 
for  that  Purpofc  ■. 

On  the  27th  Day  of  Nnfimiir  this  Parliai{ient  waa 
^illblvcd,  having  fat  about  feveii  Weeks)  but  tbeKing^a 

S:at  Candour  and  Coodeicention  in  it  was  in  a  great 
eafure  fiilUed  by  the  following  Memorandum,  which 
is  the  iail  Thing  entered  upon  the  Roll,  vkn.  Thdit  th^ 
King  came  and  made  Proteftation,  in  full  Parliament^ 
with  his  own  Mouth,  Tbat  f§r  af^  Thing  which  ttR^rTJie  Kiof  m 
dont  in  tbat  Parliamentj  hf  %o$uld  not  at^f  Prof nJitip^tM  of  theCt 
fiokld  comi  to  bim^  •r  bis  Crown  j  but  that  tho  Prtroga^  P?"f^"  *• 
iivo  and  Liter tUs  of  it  JhoM  ho  fafo  a^d  pn/orvod  \    ^  P«l»»«>V 

It  is  neoeflary  here,  in  order  to  keep  up  a  proper 
Connexion,  to  deviate  a  little  from  our  ParliamenUry 
£[iftory,  to  learn  what  Struggles  the  King  made  to  g6t 
loofe  nom  the  Bonds  which  had  been  thus  impofed  up** 
.  on  him.  In  the  Year  1387  the  King  and  Qiieen  mad« 
a  Proerefs  into  the  Weft  and  Northern  Parts  of  the 
Koogdom.  In  his  Return  from  the  latter,  be  held  a 
Council  at  Nottingham.  The  chief  Perfons  that  thia 
Council  confifted  of,  vtmAkxaniir^  Archbifhop  of  York  % 
Robert  do  Vero^  lately  created  Duke  of  Ir eland  \  MichaH 
de  la  Polo^  Earl  of  Suffolk  j  Robert  Trefilian^  Chief 
Juftice  of  the  King's  Bench,  and  Nid^iolas  Bremtro  of 
London^  Knights,  who  were  the  King's  greateft  Fa* 
vourites  and  Advifers,  and  in  whom  this  unhappy  Prince 
put  his  wholje  Truft  and  Confidence* 

This  Council  of  Sute  fummon^d  all  the  Sheriffs  of 
the  adpinine  Counties  to  Nottingham^  and  demanded  of 
them  what  Forces  they  were  abl^  to  raife  to  affift  the 
King  agaioft  the  Lords  if  they  were  required  to  do  it*  And  endeavours 
The  Sheriffs  anfwered,  coldly,  *  That  the  People  wcre^®^*^^*"'^*^ 

*  generally  perfuaded  that  the  Lords  were  the  King's 

*  Friends,  and  that  they  fought  the  Good  of  the  Ka- 

*  tion  in  all  they  did,  «nd  therefore  they  believed  they     C  4^^  J 

*  could  get  very  few  to  oppofe  them.'     This  Difap- 
pointment  was  the  lefs  to  thefe  Courtiers,  bejiaufe  they 

knew 

a  This  Parliament  alfo  granted  that  the  Didrld  of  Brittany  fliould  ba 
fold  to  the  French  for  30,ocx>  Markt,  and  the  Money  given  to  Robtrt  is 
Vire,  Duke  of  Inland,  on  Condltbn  thatJie  would  be  gone  (torn  hence  and 
HMjte  Ufe  of  it  to  recover  the  Dominions  the  King  had  given  him  in  that 
Kingdom.  A.  prodigious  Sura  in  thofeDayS)  a)id  whicb'^hewi  how  willing 
the~Parliament  was  to  get  rid  of  fo  (lai^erout  a  Favourite  a(  any;  Rate*— 
eO^affingbam.    Bat  this  is  not  on  the  Record. 

fc  Rot,  ParU  iq  Ri^K  !!•  N^.  35.      ^ 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


43*  ^  Parliamentary  HisTORr 

k.  MitbsriU.  Icnew  that  the  Lords  were  very  popiikr«  and  they  had 
The  Shaiffs  ^*"  ^^^^^  Prcyc^s  to  go  upon.  xficy  next  command* 
taraper'dwith  ed  the  Sheriff  and  Gentlemen,  then  attending  on  the 
tomtke pifiMl  Summons,  to  fuffcr  n^n/  /#  h  nturmd  as  Knights  ar 
^*'*'***  '  Burgeffisfor  4he  next  ParliamiMi^  but  fmcbMS  the  King 
and  his  Council  JhouU  nsminati.  To  which  they  repli- 
ed, ^  That  the  People  would  be  very  hardly  deprived 

*  of  their  antient  Privilege  of  chufing  their  own  Nlem- 
^  hers  of  Parliament ;  and  that  if  there  was  a  true  Free- 

*  dom  obferved  in  chufing,  it  would  be  almoft  impof- 
<  fible  to  impofe  any  Perfon  againft  the  People's  Likings 

*  erpecially  fince  they  would  eafily  guefs  at  the  De^ 
'  *  fi|n,  and  fiand  the  more  refolutely  upon  their  Right.' 

This  Anfwer  of  the  Sherifis'  fomewhat  fiartled  the  Po- 
liticians, becaufe  they  built  much  on  this  Invention  ; 
(which  was  but  new  m  thofe  Days,  though  freouently 
pra£H(ed  in  latter  Reigns)  for  what  was  done  by  a  Parlia- 
ment would,  as  thev  imagined,  carry  a  Face  of  JuiKc« 
alone  with  it,  and  their  private  Revenge  be  turned  into 
a  public  Punifbment.  But,  lofing  this  Point,  they  dif- 
mifTed  the  ShcriiB  and  Gentlemen,  and  fell  upon  their 
t  laft,  but  moft  defperate  Stratagem,  which  was  to  ruia 

them  by  Law. 

To  this  £nd  the  King  fent  his  Summons  for  all  the 
fudges  to  attend  him ;  and,  on  their  Appearance,  a 
String  of  Queftions  or  Articles,  which  were  ready  draws 
up  by  Sir  Robirt  Trefilian^  Chief  Juftice  of  the  King's 
Bench,  and  one  of  the  Cabal,  was  propofed  to  them, 
Thefe  Articles  Knyghtonhz%  given  at  targe,  which  bear 
fuch  a  Dependence  on  Parliament,  and  are  fo  extraor- 
dinary in  themfelves,  that  an  Omifion  of  them  would 
be  unpardonable  *• 

The  Preface  to  them  runs  thus  ^ 

<loeftioAi  Ffo-     TDE  it  nmemberedj  That$n  the  z^th  Day  #/^Augaft, 
P^  to  the       -O  /^  ^Ij^  ,  ,^^  jr^^^  ^yr  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^f  j[j^^  Richard  IL 

ia^^^^attf'^  Caftli  */  Nottingham,  before  9Mr  Jhid  .Lord  thg 

ting  to  the  Utt  Ktng^  Robert  Trefillan,  Chigf  jti^ice  of  En^l^nd^  and 

Couwiiiiioa.      Robert  Belknappe,  Chief  Ju^ia  0f  the  Ccmmon  Bend 

r  .^  J     c/our  faid  Lord  fbi  King^  John  Holt,  Roger  Fulthorp^ 

anm 

•  Knyfrhfn,  col.  2694,  ^<, 
TjrrtTt  Hijhry  rf  BmglMd.  Vol.  III.  p.  ^6,  Gfr. 
S^  alfo  Sir  jihm  Hmo€rd*%  Li<«  and  Reiga  ofUtnrj  IV.  but  which  h 
rtther  the  late  of  this  King^  ^,  p.  14,  Vt,    LindtM^  1630* 
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imd  William  de  Burgh,  Knights^  Juflices^  and  AJfodaUi^^  ^cUrd  \h 
of  the  f aid  Robert  Belknappe,  and  John  de  Lokton,  thi 
Xing'* s  Serjeant  at  LaWj  in  the  Prefence  of  the  Lords  and 
other  Witneffes  underwritten^  were  perfonally  required  by  . 
our  faid  Lord  the  King^  on  the  Faith  and  Alle^ana 
wherein  to  him  the  faid  King  they  are  hound^  to  anfwer 
faithfully  unto  certain  S^uefiions  here  under  fpecijied^  and 
to  them  then  and  there  truly  recited y  and  upon  toe  fame  to 
declare  the  Law  according  to  their  Difcretion^  viz. 

I.  It  was  demanded  of  them,  *  Whether  that  new 
'  Statute,  Ordinance^  and  Commiffion,  made  and  pub<- 

*  Jiflicd  in  the  laft  Parliament  held  at  Weflminfier^  be 

*  not  derogatbry  to  the  Royalty  and  Prerogative  of  our 

*  faid  Lord  the  King?* 

To  which  they  unanimoufly  anfwered.  That  thefanu 
were  derogatory  thereunto ',  especially  becaufe  they  wert 
againfl  his  fVilL 

II.  <  How  thofe  are  to  be  punlfhed,  who  procured  that 

*  Statute  and  Commiffion?' 

To  which  they  unanimoufly  anfwered,  That  they  wert 
to  be  punijhed  with  Deaths  except  the  King  would  pardou 
them* 

III.  *  How  thofe  are  to  be  puniflied  who  moved  the 

<  Kins  to  coofent  to  the  making  of  the  faid  Statute  ?' 

Wnereunto  they  anfwered  with  one  accord.  That 
they  ought  to  lofe  their  LiveSy  unlefs  his  Majefly  would 
pardon  them. 

I V.  It  was  afk'd  them, «  What  Punlfliment  they  de* 

*  ferved  who  compelled,  ftraitened,  or  neceffitated  the 
^  King  to  con(ent  to  the  making  of  the  faid  Statute  and 

*  Commiffion  ?* 

To  which  they  all  anfwered.  That  they  ought  tofuffet 
as  Traitors. 

V.  *  How  thofe  are  to  be  punifhed  who  hindered  the 
*•  King  from  exercifing  thofe  Things  which  appertain  to 

*  his  Koyalty  and  Prerogative  ?* 

To  which  Queftion  tney  unanimoufly  anfwered,  That 
they  are  to  be  punijhed  as  Traitors. 

VI.  *  Whether  after,  in  a  Parliament  aflembled,  the     r  .^g  t 

*  Affairs  of  the  Kingdom,  and  the  Caufe  of  calling 
'  that  Parliament,  are  by  the.  King's  Command  declared, 
^  and  certain  Articles  limited  by  the  King,  upon  which 

<  the  Lords  and  Commons  in  that  Parliament  ought  to 

Vol.  I.  Ee  *  proceed  3 
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K.  Mifhari  vu  <  proceed  ;  if  yet  the  faid  Lords  and  Commons  will  pro- 

<  ceed  altogetner  upon  other  Articles  and  Affairs,  and 

*  not  at  all  upon  thofe  limited  and  propofed  to  them  bj 

*  the  King)UnttII  the  King  (hall  have  firft  anfwered  them 
^  upon  the  Articles  and  Matters  fo  by  them  ftarted  and 

*  exprefledf  although  the  King's  Command  be  to  the 
'contrary  ;  whether  in  fuch  Cafe  the  King  ought  not 
'  to  have  the  Governance  of  the  Parliament,  and  ef* 
'  fe6tually  over-rule  them,  fo  as  that  they  ought  to  pro- 
'  ceed  firft  on  the  Matters  propofed  by  the  King ;  or 

*  whether,  on  the  contrary,  the  Lords  and  Commons 

<  ought  firft  to  have  the  King's  Anfwer  upon  their  Pro- 

*  pouds  before  they  proceeded  further  V 

To  which  Queftion  they  anfwered  unanimoufly.  That 
ihi  King  in  that  Behalf  has  the  Governance^  and  may  op- 
fnnt  what  Jhall  he  firft  handled^  and  fo  gradually  fQii^ 
next  in  all  Matters  to  he  treated  of  in  Parlianunt^  even 
to  the  End  of  the  Parliament :  And  if  any  a8  contrary  to 
the  King^s  Pleafure  made  known  therein^  they  are  to  bi 
fymfhedas  Traitors* 

VII.  ^  Whether  the  King,  whenever  he  pleafes^  can 
^  diflbWe  the  Parliament,  and  command  the  Lords  and 
^  Commons  to  de()art  from  thence,  or  not  V 

To  which  they  unanimoufly  anfwered.  That  hi  can ; 
,  and  if  any  one  /hall  then  proceed  in  Pdrliament  againft  the 
King*s  fflU^  he  is  to  he  puniflsed  as  a  Traitor. ' 

VIII.  '  Since  the  King  can,  wj)enever  he  plealeSt 
'  remove  any  of  his  Judges  and  Officers,  and  juftify  or 

*  puniih  th^  for  their  Offences,  whether  the  Lords 

*  and  Commons  can,  without  the  Will  of  the  King,  im« 

<  peach  in  Parliament  any  of  the  (aid  Judges  or  C^ficen 

*  tor  any  of  their  Ofiences  ?' 

To  which  they  unanimoufly  anfwered.  That  tbeycfiM' 
ikot }  and  ifimy  one  Jhould  dofo^  he  is  to  be  punified  as  a 
Traitor. 

IX.  '  How  he  is  to  be  puniihed  who  moved  in  P^- 
••Kamcnt,  That  the  Statute  (hould  be  fcnt  for,  whereby 

r  .^  T     *  Edward  the  Second  (the  King's  Great  Grandfather) 

•  •  was  proceeded  againft  and  depofed  in  Parliament;  by 

'  *  Means  of  fending  for  and  impofing  which  Statute,  die 

*  faid  late  Statute,  Ordinance,  and  Commiffion,  weic 

*  devifed  and  brought  forth  in  Parliament  ?' 

To  which  they  anfwered,  That  as  well  he  that  fo 

moved^ 
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mi9Vid^  as  he  tvhoy  by  Pretena  of  that  Motion^  carried  the  K.  RUUrd  II. 
faid  Statute  t9  the  Parliament ^  an  Traitors  and  Crimi* 
nals  to  btpunijhed  tvith  Death* 

X.  le  was  demanded  of  them,  *  Whether  the  Judg* 
^  ment  given  in  the  laft  Parliament  held  at  IVeftminfler^ 

*  againd  Michael  de  la  Pole^  Earl  of  Suffolk^  was  £rro- 

*  neous  and  Revocable,  or  not  V 

To  which  Queftion  they  unanimoufly  anfwered,  That 
if  that  Judpnent  were  now  to  be  given^  they  would  not- 
give  it ;  becaufe  it  feems  to  them^  that  the  faid  Judg^ 
ment  is  Revocable^  as  being  Erroneous  in  every  Part 
tfit.  ^ 

In  Teflimony  of  all  whieff  the  Judges  and  Serjeants 
eforefaid  to  thejo  Prffents  have  put  their  Seats  sn  the 
Presence  of  the  Revefend  Lords ^  Alexander  Archbijhop 
9fYQT\iy  Robert  Archbijhop  of  Dublin,  John  Bijhop  of 
Durham,  Thomas  B/)(&^£tf/'Chtchefter,  ^WJohn  £/• 
JhopofB^ngoTj  Robert  Duke  oflrehnd^  Michael  Earl 
^Suffolk,  John  Rypon,  Clerij  and  John  Blake,  £% 
Given  the  Place^  Day^  Months  and  Tear  aforefaid  \ 

But  th6'  the  King^nd  his  Favourites  had  got  the 
Judges  on  their  Side,  and  by  thofe  Means  had  procured 
a  Colour  of  Law  for  what  the^  did,  yet  the  greateft 
Difficulty  remained  behind,  which  was  to  arm  them-  r  ^|q  i 
felves  with  Power  fufficient  to  put  thefe  Refolves  in 
Execution.  To  this  Purpofe  they  did  their  utmoft  to 
render  themfelves  ini  their  King  pbpulnr ;  and,  at  his 
Majefty's  Return  to  London^  he  was  met  and  received  by 
the  Mayor  and  Citizens,  with  the  greateft  Pomp  and 
Solemnity  ^.  But  this  Joy  was  very  fliort-lived,  for 
£  e  a  the 

«  Knygbion  afltires  os,  That  Belknappt,  Chief  Jiiftice  of  the  Common 
Pleas,  did  very  earneiUy  refufe  to  (ign  theReTolutieot,  till  Vere  and  De  Is 
PeU  forced  him  to  it,  by  threatecing  him  to  kill  him  if  be  refufed )  where* 
upon  having  pot  to  his  Seal,  he  burft  forth  inr6  thefe  Words  before  them, 
<  Now  want  I  oorhing'bot  a  Ship,  or  a  nimble  Horfe,  or  an  Halter  to 
'  bring  me  to  that  Death  1  deferve  i  If  I  had  not  done  this,  1  ibould  have 
'  been  killM  by\our  Hands,  and  now  I  have  gratified  tjie  King*s  Pleafure 
«  and  yours  in  doing  it,  I  have  well  dcferved  to  die  for  Treafon  againft  the 

*  Nobles  of  the  Land.'    CoL  2694. 

Some  Authors  fay,  That  all  the  Judges  of  Englandf  except  H^illiam 
SkifwitJb,  abfent  by  reafon  of  Sickncfs,  join*d  in  anfwering  thefe  Qucftioos  { 
which  fcems  probable,  becaufe  they  were  afterwards  alt  queflion'd  and 
puni&*d  for  the  fame  j  yet  in  ths  Record  there  are  but  Five  named  ) 
pcflibly  the  others  might  confent,  though  only  thefe  fet  their  Seals  to  it* 

b  MaJ9r  Loodonlarum  obviAbat  cum  iiirjumerahiH  MuUittidine  Equitum  di 
Ctvibus  veftitis  omnibut  in  Coloribut  rcgiis,  vix,  in  Cownis  albi  Ciloris  it 
wubri,    Kjiyghtcn^  colt  2696, 
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K,  RJcbardU.  the  Junto,  foon  after  their  Arrival  at  Wiftminfitr^  had 
IsFotice  that  the  Dukt  of  Glouctfttr^  with  the  £arls  of 
ArundiUzrA  Warwick^  and  a  great  Body  of  armed  Men, 
were  inarching  towards  London.  This  News  alarmed 
the  Favourites  greatly  \  and  as  both  they  and  every  one 
elfe  were  ignorant  what  this  Armament  intended,  all 
were  filent  waiting  for  the  Event.  It  was  not  long  be- 
fore thefe  Lords  declared  themfelves,  and  being  come 
with  their  Army  as  far  as  Hackney^  they  fent^he  Arch- 
bifliop  of  Canterbury^  the  Lord  John  Lovely  the  Lord 
Cobbam^'  the  Lord  DiVireux^  and  others,  to  the  King 
with  this  Meflage  v  *  That  they  came  to  demand  the 
^  Perfons  who  had  itpduced  thie  King,  and  were  Traitors 

*  both  to  him  and  the  Kingdom :  That  it  was  purely 
<  for  his  Majefty's  Welfare  and  the  Good  of  the  Nation 

*  that  they  took  up  Arms,  in  order  that  they  might 
^  bring  thofe  Traitors  to  Juftice,  to  t)ie  Terror  of  all 

*  fucceedineevil  Minifters.'    They  named  five  Perfons, 
who  had  3ie  Rule  and  Government  of  every  Thing 

^  hiiAttonpt  ^^  at  home  and  abroad,  and  had  given  the  King  Aich 
torerokeit^tho*  pernicious  Advice,  tbere  fpecified,  that,  if  irwas  fd- 
the  judgM  hadlowed,  would  be  the  Ruin  of  them  all.     Thefe  and 
Ftwuf  "*  **'*  niany  other  Matters  were  all  particularly  related,  in  a 
Letter  fent  from  the  (aid  Duke  and  Earls  to  the  Mavor 
and  Citizens  of  Lond$n.    To  make  fhort  of  this  Mat- 
ter, the  King  was  driven  to  Straits ;  and,  finding  that 
his  Favouritescould  no  ways  proted  him,  he  was  forced 
at  lad  to  come  to  a  Compofition,  and  to  refer  all  Grie- 
vances to  the  Decifion  of  tlie  next  Parliament.    Writs 
were  ifiued  out,  accordingly,  for  one-  to  meet  on  the 
Day  after  CandUmas-Day^  or  the  third  of  February. 
But,  in  the  Body  of  the  Writs  fdr  eleding  of  Mem- 
C  41 0     bers  for  this  Parliament,  an  equivocal  Claufe  was  in- 
ferted ;  which  was  an  Order  to  return  thefe  Perfons  thai 
were  the  moji  indifferent  in  the  prefent  Diftutes.   Which, 
being  found  out,  the  King  was  oblised  tp  renew  the 
Writs,  and  even  to  fpecify  that  the  CTaufe,  abovemen- 
tioned,  was  put  in  contrary  to  the  antient  Form  ^.  . 

The 

^  The  Form  of  the  fecond  Writ^  at  prefcnred  in  the  Public  Ads,  it  as 
follows  J  * 

Rex  Vicecomiti  Kanti«  faluttm*  Licet  nuper  per  Bfeve  nofirum^  imter 
€teterSf  tihi  pretceperimus,  firmlter  iiijmentes,  quod  de  Com'tatu  tue  dties 
JMillteSf  Gladiis  a'nffes  ntagis  idoneos  et  di/erefos  Cemitatus  preediSip  et  in 
DtUtii  modernii  diagis  indfA'create?!  thgi^  et  tot  ad  Ferliamentum  M9finaa, 

mfmd 
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The  Parliament  being  met,  on  the  Day  appointed,  K.  AVAtfr</ u* 
Thomas  Fiiz-Jlan  ^  Bifliop  of  Ely^  and  Lord-Chancel* 
lor,  with  great  Wifdom  and  Eloquence,  fays  the  Re-       ,51:    "* 
cord  ^,  declared  the  Caufe  of  the  Summons  to  be,  *  To 
«  confider.by  what  Means  the  Troubles  in  the  Kingdom,  ^^^^^'V^-- 

*  for  Want  of  good  Government,  might  be  ended ;  the 

*  King  better  advifed ;  the  Realm  better  governed  ; 

*  Mifdemeanors  morefeverely  puntfhed ;  and  good  Men 
^  better  encouraged :  How  thb  Kingdom  might  be  beft 

*  defended ;  the  Sea  beft  kept ;  the  Marches  of  Scotland 

*  beft  guarded  ;    Gafcoigny  preferved  ;   and   how  the 

*  Charges  of  thefe  Things  might  be  borne  with  the  moft 

*  Eafc  to  the  People.*     And  then  he  Mve  Notice, 

*  That  thofe  who  would  complain  in  that  Parliament  of 

*  any  't^hing  which  could  not  well  be  reverfed  at  Com- 

*  mon  Lav^,  might  carry  their  Petitions  to  the  Clerks     r  ^,2  i 

*  in  Chancery,  there  named,  and  appointed  to  receive 
♦them.* 

Immediately  after  the  Chancellor  had  ended  his 
Charge,  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter  fell  on  his  Knees  before 
the  King,  and'faid,  *  That  he  underftood  his  Majefty 

*  had  been  informed,  that  fie  was  about  to  depofe  him 

*  and  make  himfelf  King ;  and  offered  to  ftand  to  the 

*  Award  and  Judgment  of  his  Peers  in  Parliament/ 
Upon  this,  the  King  declared  openly,  That  hi  did  not  • 
think  him  guilty^  and  futly  excuftd  him* 

The  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  then  prefent, 

claimed^  as  their  Liberty  ai|d  Franchife,  that  all  great 

£  €  3  Matters, 

gfmd  WeftmonafterhuBt  in  crafiino  Furifeationis  heata  Miri«,  prtxiwn 
juture,  ttntri  ordiwavimMS  ad  cojd&n  Diem  Sf  hacum  venire  fieeres.^—Nos 
tamen,  attendentes  diSam  Clafulam  [in  Debatis  mo^ernis  magis  indlfTerentes] 
centra  Formam  Eledionis,  antiqaitus  uiicatx,  ac  contra  Libertatem  Domi- 
norum  Sc  Communitatis  Regni  noftri  Anglic,  iaffenits  ditentam  exifiere,'-^ 
Voientes  fr&videre  frgedi&ot  MiUtei  libere  €ligi»  m9d%  et  Forwut,  promt  an» 
tiquitui  fare  confuevit, — Tibi  tracipimui,  frmititr  injungentet,  quod  de  Co* 
mitatu  tuo  pradiaof  duos  Miiites,  Cladiis  cinffosy  magis  idoneos  et  difcretos 
promt  bafienms  fieri  confuevit  eligi^  et  eos  ad  diffot  Diem  et  L$cum  venire 
facias,  di6la  Ckufula  non  obftantft.— Civ/^tff  m  omnia  et  fiugula^  indiS^  > 

Brtvi  noftro  contenta,  facias  et  exeauaris^  juxta  Tenoren  ejujdemt  di^tam 
Claufulam  penitas  omitiens  ;  et  baieas  ibi  toe  Breve  et  aliud  Breve* 

Tepe  Rege  apud  Weftmof»il£riufn  primo  Die  Januarii. 

Per  ipfum  Regem  et  Ctnfiiuin% 
Feed,  Ang.  Tom.  VII.  p.  526. 

Confmilia  Brevif  diriguntur  JinguUs  Vicecwiitihus  per  Angliam. 

i  Brother  to. the  Earl  oi  Arundele,  from  whence  he  is  often  called  7Zo« 
ntas  de  Arundele, 

k  Molt  Sagtmcnt  et  EhqtieotmeMtf  5:c,  Rot,  Par.  xi  Ric^,  II,  N«.  !• 
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K0lUti^li*  Matters^  moved  in  that  Parliament,  or  to  be  moved  in 
•    any  future  Parl'ument,  touching  Peers  of  the  Land, 
Ibould  be  dilcufled  and  judged  by  Courfe  of  Parliament, 
and  not  by  the  Civil  or  Common  Law  of  the  Land  ufed 
in  the  lower  Courts  of  the  Kingdom.     Which  Claim, 
Liberty,  and  Franchife,  the  King,  in  fuU  Parliament, 
readily  allowed  and  granted. 
Tm  tordi  lodge     Then  five  Lords,  who  were  called  Jppellants^  becauie 
aa  Amal        they  were  the  Accufei:s  of  the  late  Minifters,  whofe 
Sv*  •  lir**^  Names  were  Thomas  Duke  of  Gloucefter^  Henry  Eail  of 
Km*  •  *«»«^»  D,rhy,  Richard  Earl  of  /Irundile,  Thomas  Earl  of  f^ar- 
wick^  and  Thomas  Earl  of  Nottin^ham^  Earl  Maiihal, 
ftood  up  and  made  open  Proteftation,  in  full  Parlia- 
ment, touching  their  Appeal  and  Suit  in  that  Parliament, 
and  that  what  had  before  been  done,  by  the  Affiftance 
df  the  People,  in  their  Company  or  Retinue,  was  done 
principally  to  the  Honour  of  God,  in  Aid  and  Safety  of 
.the  King  and  his  Kingdom,  and  the  Security  of  all  their 
Lives. 

On  the  loth  D^y  of  March^  and  the  36tTi  of  this 
Parliament,  the  Lords  and  Commons  |tranted  Half  a 
ASttb&dyiraiit-  Tenth  and  Half  a  Fifteenth;  with  Proteftation,  That  it 
^»  was  done  of  Neceffity,  and  that  it  might  be  no  Preju- 

dice to  the  L9rds  and  Commons  for  the  Tipie  to  come, 
« becaufe  it  was  granted  before  the  ending  of  this  Parlia- 
ment;  and  further,  they  prayed  the  King,  That  not- 
withftandingthis  Grant  fo  made,  the  Parliament  might 
hold  on  its  Courfe,  and  be  adjourned  if  Neird  were ; 
;ind  that  all  Things  touching  the  faid  Parliament  might 
be  done  and  executed,  as  if  the  Grant  had  not  been 
made  till  the  End  thereof,  as  in  Manner  accuftoined* 
Which  Requeft  the  King  granted.     And, 

On  Friday  the  20th  of  March^  this  Parliament  fur- 
C  41^3  3  ^^^  %^^^  ^^^  King,  in  Defence 'of  the  Realm,  a  Subfidy 
of  3  X.  on  ev^iy  1  un  of  Wine,  and  \id.  on  every  Pound 
of  Merchandizes,  imported  into  the  Kingdom,  as  well 
And  colarged.  of  Aliens  as  of  Deni;&ens ;  except  of  Leather,  Wooll, 
Wooll-fells,  fffr.  And  of  thofe  they  granted  the  ufual 
Subfidy,  under  the  fame  Proteftation  which  tbey  made 
in  granting  the  Half-Tenth  and  Fifteenth  aforefaid  \  all 
to  continue  to  the  Feaft  of  Pihtecoji  next  enfuing. 

The  Parliament  having  granted  the  King  all  the 
Aid  they  intended  at  this  Time^  and  which,  by  the  bye, 

took 
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took  them  forty-fix  Days  in  efFe^ng,  as  a  Prelude  to  ^  Rich»diu 
VfhsLt  was  going  to  be  a<^ed,  each  of  the  Prelates,  Lords, 
and  Commons,  then  aflembled,  had  the  following  Oath 
adminifter'd  to  them,  upon  the  Rood,  or  Crofi,  of  Can" 
Urburyy  in  full  Parliament :. 

^OVJhallfwear  that  you  williapy  andcaufe  to  he  kipt^  Eich  Memb^ 
the  good  Peace ^  S^uiety  and  Tranquillity  of  the  King-  ^^  ^^^  Houfet 
iom :  Andy  if  any  will  do  to  the  contrary  thereof^  you  JhaU  [^ru^^A*^" 
fippefe  and  difiurb  him  to  the  utmoft  of  your  Power,  And  ^peikatu 
any  People  will  do  any  Thing  again/f  the  Bodtes  of  the  Per^ 
fons  of  the  five  Hordi ;  that  is  to  fay  ^  Thomas  Duie  of 
Gloucefter,  Henry  Earl  of  Derby  y  Richard  Earl  of  Arun^ 
dele  and  Surrey,  Thomas  £<?r/«/ Warwick,  andihomB!^ 
Earl  Marjhaly  or  any  of  theniyyou  Jhallfiand  with  them  t9 
the  End  of  this  prefent  Parliament  y  and  maintain  andfup-- 
port  them  with  all  your  Power y  to  live  andldie  with  them     ['  414  ] 
againft  all  Meny  Ho  P  erf  on  or  any  other  Thing  excepted  \ 
faving  always  your  Allegiance  to  the  King  and  the  Prero" 
gatives  of  his  CroiX)n^  the  Laws  and  good  Cujlomsof  thi 
Kin 


After  the  taking  of  this  Oath,  Eafter  being  near,  tfic 
Parliament  was  adjourned  'till  fifteen  Days  after  that 
Fefiival :  And  the  King  commanded  the  Lords  and 
Commons  to  be  attendant  at  the  Time  aforefaid,  as  they 
would  anfwer  the  contrary  at  their  Peril. 

How  E£{/ler  fell  this  Year  we  are  uncertain,  nor  is  it 
worth  the  while  to  inquire ;  but  this  Parliament  did  not 
meet,  after  their  Adjournment,  'till  June  2d,  which  the 
Record  calls  the  120th  Day  of  its  Duration,  and  which 
Time  they  did  not  fpend  wholly  in  Devotion,  but  were 
far  otherwife  employed,  as  will  appear  in  the  Sequel* 

The  firft  Thin'g  they  did  after  their  Meeting,  was  to   . 
renew  and  enlarge  their  former  Grant  of  a  Subfidy  ori^j^^l^g'd^ 
Woolls,  i^c  that  is  to  fay,  of  every  Sack  of  Wooll, 
over  and  above  the  anttent  Cuftom  of  half  a  Mark, 
43^.  4.^.  of  Denizens,  and  461.  id.  of  Aliens;  of  every  .  ». 

Laft  of  Skins,  above  the  old  Cuftom  of  one  Mark,  fix 
Marks  of  Natives,  and  feven- Marks  of  Strangers ;  and 
of  every  240  Wooll-feBs,  above  the  old  Cuftom  of  half 
a  Mark,  431.  4^.  of  Natives,  and  46 x.  8^.  of  Aliens; 
to  continue  from  Sunday  in  IVhitfun  Week  kft  p^ft, 

which    • 
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K.RsckifilU  which  was  the  23d  of  Moy^  to  the  Feaft  of  St.  7^&f 
Baptijl  next  comings  ^d  from  the  (aid  Feaft  to  the 
fame  Day  Twelvemonths,  on  Condition  that  the  five 
Lords  Appellants,  before-mentioned,  Ihould  have  paid. 
The  Ptriiament  ^"^  ^^  ^^  Money  arifing  from  this  Grant,  20,000 /•  for 
vote  10,000/.  toCoft,  Travel,  and  isxpences  lately  laid  out/^  the  Ho- 
thefaidfiveLofdfji^t^j  Profit^  and  Safety  of  the  King  and  of  the  whole 
4^'n^o^*Sik    ^'^^»»-'    The  Tonnage  and  Poundage  granted  in  their 
CouptrT,  laft  Meeting  was  alfo  confirmed  in  this ;  with  this  Ad- 

dition, That  it  was  to  continue  to  the  fame  Time  men-^ 
tioned  with  the  Subfidy. 

Next  follow,  on  the  Record,  the  Petit^ions  of  the  Com- 
mons, in  Number  27.  For  Brevity^s  Sake  we  (hall  only 
mention  the  two  firft,  though  the  whole  of  them  ought 
not  to  be  pmttted  in  a  particular  Hiftory  of  this  unfor- 
tunate Ktng^s  Life*  In  them  may  be  ieen  the  higheft 
Infolence  pra&ifcd  by  the  Lower  Houfe  of  Parliament, 
in  their  Addrcfs  to  the  Throne,  that  ever  was  ufcd  be- 
fore or  fince,  except  in  the  laft  Age ;  by  which  may  be 
found  how  early  the  Engines  were  a(  Work  to  poifon  the 
Minds  of  the  People  againft  their  Sovereign,  and  which 
ended,  at  laft,  in  his  iin^l  Ruin  and  Deftru£tion. 
Their  iirft  Petition  was,  ^  That  it  would  pleafe  the 

<  King,  out  of  his  fpecial  Grace  and  Favour,  to  grant 
.    ^  that  another  Parliament  might  be  held,  for  the  Good 

^  and  Benefit  of  the  Realm,  to  meet  fifteen  Days  after 
«  Michaelmas  next.  The  Anfwer  was,  The  King  wiU 
he  advifed. — The  next,  •  That  no  Perfoti,  of  what  Dc- 

*  ffree  foever,  do  intermeddle  with  the  Bufinefs  of  the 

<  Kingdom,  nor  the  King's  Council,  but  thofe  affign^ 
^  in  this  Parliament^  unlefs  it  be  by  Order  of  the  conti- 

*  nual  Council ;  And  alfo  that  they  might  have  Power  to 

*  remove  all  Perfons  from  the  King  whom  they  thought 

*  fit  to  remove,  and  put  others  in  their  Places.*  To 
which  the  I^'ng'^  Anfwer  was,  Js  to  the  firft  Part  9f 
the  Article^  the  King  granted  it ;  and  as  to  the  fecond^  if 
any  Lord  of  the  Councily  or  other  Lord  of  the  Kingdom^ 
will  inform  the  King  thai  he  had  about  him  any  Perfon  n9t 
fufficient  or  honeft^  if  it  be  fo  provedy  hejhall  be  removed^ 
and  another  more  able^  by  his  own  ConfentyptU  in  his  Place. 

But  the  greateft  Affair  that  was  tranfafted  in  this 
Parliament,  was  the  Impeachment  and  Trial  of  this* 
icing's  chief  Miniftcrs,  Favourites,  Ji^dges,  i^c,  that 
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were  his  Advifers  in  the  late  Bufinefs  at  Nottingham.  K«  *i«&W  U. 
It  begun  on  the  very  firft  Day  of  their  Meeting "»,  Feb,  ^, 
when  the  five  Lords  Appellants,  mentioned  before,  ex* 
hibited  Articles  of  High  Treafon  againft  JlixanJh' Arch^ 
bifliop  of  Tori;  Robert  dt  Vere^  Duke  of  Ireland \  ATv 
shael  de  la  Pole^  Earl  of  Suffolk  \  the  Judges,  ^c.  which, 
though  many  in  Number,  and  the  Proceedings  thereon 
fomewhat  long,  yet  a  Matter  fo  curious  in  Parliamentary 
Inquiries  muft  fufFer  no  Abridgement  in  this  Hiftory". 


J.  <  rr^H  AT,  as  falfo  Traitors  to  the  King  and  Realm^  Articles  of  im« 

*     I      feeing  the  tender  Age  of  our  faid  Lord  the  P^f ^T^*\ 

•  King,  and  the  Innocency  of  his  Royal  Perfon,  they  gtJSVtt' 


had,  by  many  faHe  Contrivances,  by  them  without  the  Ddce  of /r»- 

•  Loyalty  or  Good  Faith  imagined  and  fuggefted,  en-^^f^^'^^P^f'/- 

♦  deavourcd  wholly  to  engrofs  his  MajeftyVAffeaion,-g?;  '^^  J"^»^ 

<  and  to  make  him  entirely  give  Faith  and  Credence  to 
^  what  they  (hould  fav,  though  never  fo  pernicious  to 
^  himfelf  and  his  Realm,  and  to  bate  his  loyal  Lords 
^  and  People,  by  whom  he  would  more  faithfully  have 

<  been  ferved ;  encroaching  and  afTuming  to  themfelves 

<  a  Power,  to  the  disfranchifing  our  Lord  the  King  of 
^  bis  Sovereignty,  and  impairing  his  Royal  Prerogative 

^  and  Dignky,  making  him  fo  far  obey  them,  tttat  he'    [  415  ] 

^  bath  been  fworn  to  be  governed  and  counfelled  by  them 

^  only ;  by  Means  of  which  Oath,  and  the  Power  they       ^ 

<  have  fo  traiterouflv  ufurped,  great  Inconveniences, ' 
*•  Mifchiefs,  and  Deftrudions  have  happened,  as  by  the 

<  fubfequent  Articles  will  appear. 

n  Though  the  Impeachment  wtt  brott|ht  in  the  iirft  Da^r,  the  Articles 
of  it  are  not  entered  on  the  RoUs  *ti|l  the  £n4  of  thus  Parliament,  when 
they  and  the  Proceedings  upon  them  fiand  together,  and  are  called  Fars 
fecuuda  it  tertia, 

n  Thefe  Artidea  are  preferved,  in  their  original  French^  in  KnygbtoH, 
ii)  Dtctm  Script,  col.  27 15»  &(•  In  Rt.  FarL  1 1  Richard  lU  N^,  i* 
P^rt  ii.  and  iii.     And  in  the  Statutes  at  large,  ^tmo  1 1  Richard  II. 

Three  Ladies  were  alfo  baniflied  the  Court  at  thfs  Time,  and  put  under 
Guard,  vix,  the  Lady  Motun^  the  Lady  Molineaux,  and  the  Lady  Foin* 
ings )  bur  for  what  Crime  is  not  ntentioned.    fValfittgbam  and  Knygbton. 

The  King*s  Writs  to  the  feveral  Governors  of  the  Caftles  of  Gioucefter^  ' 
Dover,  Nottingham^  Briftol,  and  Rocbefter,  for  keeping  in  fafe  Cuflody 
Robert  TrefiHam,  Nicbolat  Brembre,  John  Beaucbamf  de  Holt,  Thomas 
Trevit,  and  John  Sab/bury,  Knights  )  John  Lincoln,  Clerk  of  the  Exche- 
quer 5  Simon  de  Burley,  ff'il/iam  de  EbMbam,  John  Colofre,  James  Berners, 
and  Nicholas  Dagtoorth,  Knights  j  Nicholas  Slake,  Richard tHidford,  and 
Richard  de  Clifford,  Cleiks,  are  in  the  Public  Ails,  Tom.  VlL  p»  566,  7, 
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K.  mA»i  U*  II;  *  Whereas  the  King  b  ik^  bound  to  make  any 
^  Oath  to  aoy  of  his  Subjeds,  but  on  the  Day  of  bis 
^  Coronation,  or  for  the  common  Profit  of  him  and  his 

*  Realm,  the  faid  Bifliop,  Duke,  and  £arl,  falfeTraium 
^  to  the  King  and  Realm^  have  made  him  fwear  and  af- 

*  fent  to  them,  that  he  will  maintain  and  defend  tfaem» 

*  and  live  and  die  with  them  :  And  fo  whereas  the  King 
^  ought  to  be  of  9  free  Condition  above  any  other  in  his 
^  Realm,  they  have  brought  him  more  into  Servitude 
^  and  Bondage,  againft  his  Honour,  Eftate,  and  Royalty, 

*  contraryto  their  Allegiance,  and  as  Traitors  unto  him. 

IIL  *  The  faid  Traitors,  by  the  Affcnt  and  Counfel  of 

*  Rgbirt  TreJUian^  the  falfe  Juftice,  and  Nicholas  Brem* 

*  bre^  the  falfe  Knight  of  Ldtuion^  by  their  falfe  Covin, 

*  would  not  at  all  fiiffer  the  Great  Perfons  of  the  Realm, 

*  nor  the  good  Subjefb  of  the  King,  to  fpeak  to  or  ap-- 
^  ^  proach  the  King  to  give  him  wholefome  Advice,  nor 

*  the  King  to  fpeak  to  them,  unlefs  in  the  Prefence  and 

*  Hearing  of  them  the  faid  Duke  of  Inland^  Vc.  or  two 

<  of  thems  at  their  Will  and  Pleafure,  or  about  fiich 

*  Things  as  they  thought  fit,  to  the  great  Difgrace  of 

<  the  Nobles  and  good  Councilors  of  the  King,  and  to 

<  the  preventing  o?  their  Good-will  and  Service  towards 

*  the  King,  thereby  encroaching  to  themfelves  the  Royal 

*  Power,  and  a  Lordiblp  and  Sovereignty  over  the  Per- 

<  fon  of  the  King,  to  the  great  Diibonour  and  Peril  of 
^  the  King,  his  Ccown,  ai^  Realm. 

IV.  *  The  faid  Archbilhop,  £sfr.  by  fuch  their  falfe 

*  Devices  and  pernicious  Cqunfels,  have  diverted  the* 

*  King  from  (hewing  due  Countenanpe  to  his  Great 

*  Lords  and  Liege  People;  fo  that  they  could  not  be  an- 

*  fwered  in  their  Suits  and  Rights,  without  the  Leave 

*  of  them  the  faid  Archbifliop,  ^c.  thercbyjputting  the 
J[  4t6  ]     ^  King  befides  his  Devoir,  contrary  to  his  Oath,  con« 

^  triving  to  alienate  the  Heart  of  our  Lord  the  King  from 

*  his  People,  that  they  might  engrofs  amongft  themfelves 

*  only  the  Government  of  the  Realm  ;  whereby  they 

*  have  caufed  our  Lord  the  King,  without  the  Aflent 

*  of  the  Realm,  or  any  Defert  in  them,  to  have  given 
^  away,  by  their  Abetment,  many  Lordfhips,  CafUes, 

*  Towns,  and  Manors,  as  well  annexed  to  his  Crown 

*  as  others^  as,  particularly,  the  Land  of  Ireland  and 

4  Oh' 
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Oieham,  with  the  Foreft  and  Lands  which  did  belong  K«  Bkbmd  tJU  - 

to  the  Lord  Dandilegb^  and  great  Quantities  of  other 

Lands  to  the  faid  Duke  of  Inland^  and  divers  others} 

whereby  they  unworthily  are  vaft]y  enriched,  but  the 

King  rendered  poor,  and  unable  to  fufiain  and  defray  * 

the  Charges  of  the  Government,  uniefs  by  Impofitions, 

heavy  Taxes,  and  Tributes  laid  upon  his  People,  to 

the  Difinherifon  of  his  Crown^  and  the  JDeftnij^oa 

of  the  Realm. 

V.  *  By  fuch  Encroachment  of  the  faid  Archbifliop^ 
t^c.  and  bytheCounre>ofthatfaireJu(lice7r{^^»,and 
Brembre  the  falfe  Knight  of  London^  they  have  cau&d 
our  Lord  the  King  to  have  given  away  divers  Manors, 
Lands,  Tenements,  Offices,  and  Bailiwicks,  to  divers  « 
other  Perfons  their' Creatures,  and  fuch  as  they  could 
conjfide  in,  and  to  others,  of  whom  they  have  taken 
great  Gifts  by  way  of  Brokage  to  that  rurpofe,  and 
to  ftand  by  them  in  their  falfe  Suits  and  ill  Purpofes, 
to  the  great  Prejudice  of  the  King  and  Realm;  fuch  as 
Sir  Rfibert  Manfel^  Clerk,  J^hn  Blah^  Thmas  Vfiii 
and  divers  others. 

VI.  *  The  faid  Duke,  lS,c,  encroaching  to  themfelves 
the  Royal  Power,  have  caufed  the  King  to  give  very 

Seat  Gifts  of  Gold  and  Silver,  as  well  of  his  proper 
oods  and  Jewels,  as  of  the  Goods  and  Treafure  of 
the  Realm;  as  Tenths,  Fifteenths,  and  other  Taxes, 

f  ranted  by  divers  Parliaments,  to  be  expended  for  the 
)efence  and  Safeguard  of  the  Kingdom,  which  yet,  to 
the  Value  of  100,000  Marks,  have  been  laviOi'd  away 
upon  the  faid  Duke  of  Inland  and  others.  And  Iho' 
many  good  Ordinances  and  Laws  Jiave  been  made  in 
Parliament,  as  well  for  maintaining  and  carrying  on  of  [  4^7  3 
Wars,  as  for  the  Defence  of  the  Realm,  yet  they  have 
been  by  them  difturbed  and  defeated,  to  the  great  Dif- 
honour  and  Damage  of  the  King  and  Realm. 

VII.  *  By  fuch  lincroachment,  and  the  great  Gifts 
and  Brokages  taken  by  the  faid  Duke  of  Inland^  ^c. 
it  came  to  pafs  that  divers  unfit  and  infufficient  Perfons 
were  preferred  to,  and  intruded  with,  the  Keepin? 
and  Government  of  divers  Garrifons,  Caftles,  and 
Countries  involved  in  War,  as  in  Guienm  and  elfe- 
where,  both  beyond  and  on  this  Side  the  Sea,  where- 
by the  iaid  Strong-holds  have  been  loft,  the  Countries 

*  wafted, 
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wafted,  and  the  P^ple,  faithful  Subjeds  to  the  King, 
deftroyed ;  and  great  Seigniories  newly  rendered  into 
tb^  Hands  and  Pofleffions  of  Enemies,  without  the 
Aflent  of  the  Realm,  as  die  Marches  di  Scotland^  &r. 
to  the  Dtfinhertfon  of  the  King's  Crown,  and  the  great 
LoTs  of  the  Kingdom^  as  in  Harpeden  and  CraMock^ 
and  divers  others. 

VIIL  <  By  the  fame  Means  the  faid  Archbifliop  and 
his  Fellow-Traitors  have  caufed  divers  People  to  be 
difturbed  and  deprived  of  Right  and  the  Common  Law 
of  EngUmd^  and  put  to  intolerafble  Delajrs,  Lofles,  and 
Cofts ;  and  the  Statutes  and  Judgments  which  right- 
fully, for  neceflary  Caufes,  have  been  made  and  given 
in  Parliament,  have  beenreverfed  and  annulled  by  the 
Procurement  of  the  faid  Malefactors  and  Traitors ; 
and  all  this  becaufebf  the  great  Gifts  and  Brokages  by 
them  received  of  Parties,  to  the  grand  Mifchief  of  the 
King  and  Realm. 

IX.  *  The  faid  Archbifliop  and  other  Traitors  have 
caufed  and  counfelled  our  Lord  the  King  togrant  Char- 
ters of  Pardon  of  horrible  Felonies  and  Treafons,  as 
well  againft  the  State  of  the  King,  as  of  the  Perfon 
injuredand  profccuting ;  which  Thing  is  againft  the 
iCing,  and  the  Oath  of  the  King. 

X.  *  Whereas  the  faid  Seigniories  of  the  Land  of  Ire- 
land  are,  and  Time  out  of  Mind  have  been.  Parcel  oT 
the  Crown  of  England^  arid  the  People  of  Ireland^ 
Liege  Subje<^  to  our  Lord  the  King,  and  his  Royal 
Progenitors  Kings  6f  England^  who,  in  all  their  Char- 
ters, Writs,  Letters  Patent,  and  in  all  their  Seals,  have, 
for  the  Augmentation  of  their  Renown  and  Royalty, 
been  intitled ,  Lords  of  Ireland ;  yet  the  faid  Arch- 
bifliop, t^c,  as  falfe  Traitors,  by  their  faid  Encroach- 
ment, hav^  caufed  and  counfelled  our  Lord  tlie  King, 
as  much  as  in  him  lies,  to  have  granted  and  fully  af-* 
fented  and  accorded,  that  the  faid  Kebert  di  Vere^  Duke 
of  Ireland^  fliould  be  madd  King  of  Ireland:  And,  to 
complete  fuch  their  if)  Purpofe,  have  adyifed  and  ex- 
cited our  faid  Lord  the  King  to  fend'his  Letters  to  our 
Holy  Father  the  Pope,  to  grant,  ratify,  and  confirm 
this  their  traiterous  Defign,  without  the  Privity  or  Af- 
fent  of  his  Realm  of  England^  and  of  the  faid  Land  of 
Ireland^  to, the  dividing  the  Liegiance  of  the  King  be- 
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*  tween  his  Realm  of  England  and  the  faid  Land  oilr^e^  K,  RUUrd  \U 

*  land  J  in  Diminution  of  his  Majefty's  honourable  Stile» 

*  and  open  Difinherifon  of  the  Crown  of  England^  and 
^  full  Deftru£bioa  of  the  lawful  Liege 'Subj^s  of  our 

*  Lord  the  King,  and  of  the  faid  Land  of  Ireland* 

XL  <  Whereas  by  the  Great  Charter,  and  o^er  eood 

*  Laws  and  Ufages  of  the  Realm  of  England^  no  Man 

*  is  to  be  taken,  nor  any  Priibner  put  to  Death,  without 

*  the  due  Procefs  of  Law;  tbfc  faid  Nicholas  Brembrt^ 

*  the  falfe  Knight  of  London^  did  take,  by  Night,  cer- 

*  tain  Prifoners,  to  the  Number  of  22,  out  of  the  Goal 

*  of  Newgate^  Tome  of  them  being  indi<fied  and  appealed 
^  of  Felony,  and  fome  Approvers  in  Cafes  of  Felony* 
^  and  fome  on  Sufpicion  of  Felony^  and  carried  thbm  out 

*  of  London  into  Kent^  to  a  t^lace  called  Foulboki ;  and 
^  there,  encroaching  on  the  Royal  Power,  and  in  Defi* 

*  ance  of  the  faid  Laws,  as  a  Traitor  to  the  Kine,  did, 

*  without  any  Procefs  of  Law,  caufe  them  all  to  be  be- 

*  headed,  except  one  who  was  appealed  of  Felony,  by 
«  an  Approver,  whom  he  fet  at  large  at  the  fame  Time. 

XIL  •  The  aforefaid  Archbiihop  and  other  Traitors 
>  have,  in  fmall  Caufes,,  taken  great  Gifts  in  the  Name 

*  of  the  King,  of  divers  Parties,  to  maintain  and  abet 
^  them  in  their  Suits  and  Quarrels,  and  fometimes  have 

<  played  the  Ambo-Dexters,  and  uken  Money  of  both 

*  Sides. 

XIIL  *  Whereas  divers  of  the  Great  Lords,  loyal     [  419  ] 

*  Subje&s  to  the  King,  in  divers  Parliaments,  feeing  the 

*  Dangers,  and  apprehending  the  Deftru£tion  threat- 

*  ening  the  King  and  Realm,  by  Means  of  theMifchiefs 
^  of  thefe  Malefactors,  have  moved  to  have  good  Go- 
'  vernance  under  the  King,  to  avoid  the  faid  Perils : 
^  The  forenamed  Archbiihop,  and  other  Traitors,  by 

*  their  Encroachments  and  &tal  Influences,  have  To 
*'  ordered  Matters,  that  the  King  has  not  only  been  deaf 
,<  to  all  fuch  Perfuafions,  but  alfo  has  commanded  fome 

<  of  thofe  that  moved  it  to  depart  from  his  Council, 

<  and  to  fpeak  no  more  of  fuch  Matters,  nor  touching 

<  the  good  Governance  of  the  King  and  Kingdom,  pn 

<  Pain  of  Death ;  to  the  great  Prejudice  of  the  King  and 
^  Kingdom. 

XIV.   *  Whereas  in  the  laft  Parliament,   all   the 

<  Lords  and  other  Sages  there  aiTembled,  (feeing  the 

*  Lofs 
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Lok  tnd  Deftrudion  of  the  King  atnl  R^Im,  and 
the  Perils  and  MiTchieis  aforefaid  ;  aod  that  the  King 
was  departed  from  the  Council  of  the  Realm^  and 
wholly  abandoo'd  himfelf  to  the  Couofeb  of  the  Caii 
Maiehidors  and  Trakors ;  hf  Means  whereof  the 
FretKh  King  had  Ships  and  a  Royal  Power  on  the 
Sta,  ready  to  have  arrived  in  EnglmtJ^  the  faid  Realn^t 
and  the.  very  Language  of  Et^bmjy  to  deftrojT; 
and  that  no  Provifien'was  made,  or  good  Governance 
taken,  for  the  Safety  of  the  King  nor  Realm)  finding 
no  other  Remedy,  did  remonftrate  to  the  Kine  vciy 
fuliy,  how  he  was  ilUadvifed,  and  Affairs  moft  pcf- 
nicioufly  manag'd  by  the  aforefaid  Traitors  and  Mald- 
fadors,  declaring  to  him  their  wtcked  Condidoas; 
and  moft  humbly  befceching  him,  for  the  Safety  of 
himfelf,  and  of  all  his  Realm^  and  avoiding  the  ia!d 
impending  Dangers,  to  forfake^and  turn  thefe  Trai- 
tors from  his  rrefence  and  Company,  and  no  longer 
to  condiH^  himfelf  after  their  evil  Counfel,  but  tb 
hearken  to  the  fage,  loyal,  and  difcreet  Peribns  of  his 
Realm :  Whereupon  the  faid  Archbifliop  and  other 
Traitors,  to  defeat  this  wholefome  Advice  t>f  the  Par- 
liament, by  their  falfe  Counfel,  did  then  caufe  the 
King  to  command  the  Mayor  of  London  fuddenly  tt> 
levy  a  great  Power  of  the  People  of  that  City>  to  at- 
tack and  put  to  Death  all  the  faid  Lords  and  Com- 
mons, except  fuch  as  were  of  their  Cabal :  At  the 
Execution  of  which  Villany  the  faid  great  Male&d- 
tors  and  Traitors  Ihould  be  preftmt  and  Parties,  to  tht 
Scandal  and  great  DUTervice  of  the  King  and  h?^ 
Realm. 

XV.  *  When  the  faid  Archbifliop  and  other  Trattort 
perceived  that  the  faid  Mayor  and  good  People  of  Loft* 
don  had  openly  refufed,  in  the  Prefence  of  the  King, 
tt>  accomplifli  fuch  their  Treachery  and  lewd  Purpofes; 
touching  the  Murder  of  the  faid  Lords  and  Commoos^ 
they  then,  by  fuch  their  traiteirous  Encroachment, 
falfly  advifed  the  King,  and  fo  far  prevailed,  that  our  ' 
Lord  the  King  did  abfent  himfelf  from  his  Parliament 
for  many  Days,  and  did  certify  them.  That  he  would 
never  approach  the  faid  Pari ia^nent,  nor  commune 
with  the  faid  Lords  and  Commons  touching  the  Af- 
fairs of  the  Rea}m»  for  any  Danger,  Lois,  .or  Mif- 

*  chief 
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chief  that  might  happen  to  him  or  his  Realm,  unlets  J^  *«*«^  '*• 
he  were  firft  afTured  by  the  faid  Lords  and  Commona 
that  they  would  not  fay  nor  z€t  any  thing  in  that  Parlia- 
ment againft  any  of  the  faid  Malefadors,  fave  only  in 
the  Procefs  which  was  begun  againft  Michael  de  la 
Poli :  All  which  was  to  the  Diflervice  of  the  King  and 
his  Realm,  and  contrary  to  the  antient  Ordinance 
and'  Liberties  of  Parliament. 
XVL  *  The  fard  Lords  and  Commons  of  the  Realm^ 
after  they  found  the  King's  Will,  by  the  malignant 
Counfel  and.  £xdtement  of  the  faid  Archbifliop  and 
other  Traitors,  to  be  fuch,  that  he  would  not  fuiFer 
any  Thing  to  be  commenced,  profecuted,  or  done 
againft  the  faid  Malefadors  and  Traitors,  were  pleafed 
to  acquiefce,  and  not  proceed  therein  any  further 
agaipft  his  Pleafure.  And  afterwards  in  the  faid  Parlia- 
ment, taking  the  Advice  and  Counfel  of  all  the  Lords^ 
Judees,  and  other  Sages  and  Commons  of  the  faid 
Parliament,  how  the  Eftate  of  the  King  and  his  Roy- 
alty might  beft  be  preferved  from  the  Perils  and  Mif- 
chiefii  aforef^id,  could  not  find  any  apter  Expedient, 
than  to  ordain.  That  Eleven  of  the  loya)  and  fage 
Lords  of  tAe  Land  fhould  be  of  Council  to  the  King 
for  one  Year  then  next  enfuing :  And  that  there  [421  | 
ihould  be  made,  during  that  Tfme,  a  Statute  and  Com- 
itiiffion,  whereby  tliey  (bould  have  full  and  fufficient 
Power  to  order  Matters  for  the  Goveimment  of  the 
King  and  of  the  Realm,  and  what  appertained  to  the 
King,  as  well  on  this  Side  as  beyond  the  Seas :  And 
to  repel,  repair,  and  redrcfs  whatever  fhould  have  been 
ill  done  againft  the  Eftate,  Honour,  and  Profit  of  the 
King  and  Kingdoih,  and  to  do  divers  other  Things 
neceflary  for  the  King  and  Realm,  as  in  the  Com- 
miffion  thereupon  iflued,  and  remaining  of  Record^ in 
Chancery,  is  contained.  And  that  no  Perfon  fhould 
prefhme  to  counfel  the  King,  or  any  way  move  him 
again^  the  faid  Ordinance  and  Statute,  on  Pain  of 
forfeiting,  for  the  firft  Offence,  all  their  Goods  and 
Chattels;  and  Pain  of  Death,  for  the  fecond  :  Such 
Expedient  and  Ordinance  to  be  made  Jf  it  would  (q 
pleafe  the  King,  and  not  otherwife.  To  which  Or- 
dinance, or  Statute,  all  the  Judges  of  the  Land  agreed^ 
and  gave  their  Confent  unto,  and  Advice  for  the  fame, 

*  as 
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IC.  Ricbsrd  lU  c  JI3  ^^11  jj,  pfcfcnce  of  the  King,  as  of  the  Lord^. 

*  And  alfo,  our  Lord  the  King  did  fully  give  his  Aflent 
^  to  the  fame ;  and  thereupon  the  faid  Ordinance,  Sta^i^ 

*  tute,  and  Commiflion,  were  made  and  accorded  unto 
'  bythe  Aflent  of  the  King,  and  of  the  faid  Lords  and 

*  Judges,  and  other  Sages  and  Commons  aflembled  ia 

*  that  Parliament,  for  the  Safety  of  the  King,  his  Roy- 

*  alty  and  Realm.     And  vet,  after  the  End  of  the  (aid 

*  Parliament,  the  aforefaid  Traitors  and  Malefadors,  by 

*  fuch  their  evil  Encroachments,  falfly  and  traiterouJIy 

*  did  inform  the  King,  That  the  faid  Ordinance,  Sta- 

*  tute,  and  Commiffion  were  made  in  Derogation  of  his 
^  Royalty ;  and  that  all  thofe  who  procured  or  advifed 

*  the  making  thereof,  or  counfelled  the  King  to  aflent 

*  thereunto,  were  worthy  of  Death,  as  Traitors  to  the 

*  King. 

XvIL  «  That  after  this,  the  faid  Traitors,  the  Arch- 

*  bifliop,  i^c.  caufed  the  King  to  aflemble  a  Council 
*.  of  certain  of  the  Lords  Juftices  and  others,  without 

.    '    *  the  Aflent  or  Prcfence  of  the  faid  Lords  of  the  Great 

*  Council,  to  whom  they  made  many  Demands,  and 
^  very  much  fufpicious,  touching  divers  Matters,  where* 

[  422  ]     ^  by  the  King,  the  Lords,  and  the  common  People 

*  have  been  involved  in  moft  grievoos  Trouble,  the 
^  whole  Realm  difquieted,  and  the  Hearts  of  many 
^  withdrawn  from  the  King,  favihg  their  Allegiance. 

XVIIL  \  To  accomplim  the  laid  High-Trcafons, 

*  the  *  faid  Traitors,  the  Archbifliop,  ^c.  caufed  the 

*  King  to  go  with  fome  of  them  throughout  the  Midft 
<  of  his   Reatm,   and  to  make  the  Lords,  Knights, 

*  Efquires,  and  other  good  People,  as  well  in  Cities  and 

*  boroughs,  as  in  other  Places,  to  come  before  him^ 

*  and  there  to  become  bound,  fome  by  Obligation, 
^  others  by  their  Oaths,  to  our  faid  Lord  the  Kins,  to 
^  be  with  him  againft  all  People,  and  to  accomplim  the 

*  Purpofe  of  the  King;  which,  at  that  Time,  was  to  ac- 

*  complifh  the  Will  and  Purpofes  of  the  faid  Malefac- 
"*  tors  and  Traitors,  drawn  in  thereunto  by  their  falfc 

*  Contrivances,  Flatteries,  and  Deceits  :  Which  Secu- 

*  rities  and  Oaths  were  made  againft  the  good  Laws 

*  and  Ufagcs  of  the  Land,  and  contrary  to  the  Oath  of 

*  the  King,  to  the  great  Difhonour  of  the  King  and 

*  Kingdom  s  by  Means  of  which  Oaths  fa  inforccd, 
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*  the  xvhole  Realm  was  emfcroil'd  in  great  Murmurs  zniK.. Rictard  ii. 

*  Trouble  by  the  faki  Traitors,  and  in  Danger  to  hayc 

*  fuffered  divers  important  Mifchiefs. 

XIX.  *.To  inforce  their  Purpofes,  the  faid  Traitors 

*  caufed  the  King  to  abfent  himfelf  in  the  furtheft  Parts 

*  of  his  Realm,  to  the  Intent  that  the  Lords,  appointed 

*  by  the  faid  Ordinance,  Statute,  and  CommiiEon,  might 

*  not  confer  and  advife  with  him  touching  the  Affairs  of  ' 

*  the  Realm  :  To  the  Interruption  and  Hinderance  of  the 

*  Purport  and  Effedof  the  faid  Statute  and  Commii&on» 

*  and  great  Prejudice  of  the  King  and  Realm. 

XX.  *  The  faid  MalefaSors  and  Traitors,  after  they 

*  had  eftranged  both  the  Perfon  and  Good-will  of  the 
'  King  from  the  faid  Lords  fo  commiffioned,  and  that 

*  he  efteemed  them  Traitors  and   Enemies,  and  that 
'  they  had  obtained  the  Opinions  of  the  Judges  fuited 

*  to  their  wicked  Purpofes,  ^id  agree  and  defign,  That 

*  feveral  of  the  Lords,  and  alfo  divers  loyal  Commons^ 

*  fhould  be  firft  arrefted  and  then  indiaed  in  London 
^  and  in  MiddUfex^  and,  by  falfe  Inquefts,  attainted  of 

*  certain  Treafops  falfly  imagirted  againft  them,  and  fo 

*  put  to  fhameful  Death  :  To  which  Purpofc^they  had     [  423  ] 

*  procured  an  evil  and  falfe  Perfon  of  their  Confpiracy^ 

*  called  Thomas  VJk^  to  be   Under-Sheriff,  by  whofe 
^  Means  the  faid  falfe  Inquefts  were  to  be  taken,  and 

*  the  wicked  Defign  accomplifhed  by  Colour  of  Law. 

*  And,  for  the  more  compleat  effeding  thereof,  they 

*  caufed  the  King  to  fend  his  Letters  of  Credence  by 

*  John  Rypony  a  falfe  Clerk,  and  one  of  th%ir  Crew,  di- 

*  refted  to  the  Mayor  of  London,  That  he  ihould  feize 

*  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter^  and  others  therein  named,  tp 

*  be  indiSed  for  certain  Treafons,   in  fuch  Manner  as 

*  the  faid  t^icholas  Brembre  the  falfe  Knight,  and  John 

*  Blake,  who  were  thereof  fully  informed^  (bould  direfl ; 

*  By  Virtue  of  which  Letters  of  Credence,  Brembre  and 

*  Blake  carried  to  the  Mayor  the  faid  falfe  Indictment, 

*  commanding  him,  on  Behalf  of  the  King,  that  to  his 

*  Power  he  fliould  promote  the  fame  :  And  alfo  they  or- 

*  dered,  that  a  ftrong  Watch  fheuld  be  fet  to  feize  the 

*  Duke  of  Lancafler  upon  his  firft  Arrival. 

XXI.  *  The  faid  Traitors  having  traiteroufly  inform- 

*  ed  the  King,  that  he  fhould  believq  that  the  faid  Or- 

*  dinance.  Statute,  and  Commjffion,  were  made  in  De- 

VoL.  I,  F  f  *  rogation 
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K«  Ritbard  U.  <  rogation  of  his  Royalty  and  Prerogative,  did  further 
^  perfuade  him,  that  the  fame  was  made  with  an  Inten* 
^  tion  to  degrade,  and  finally  to  depofe  our  Lord  the 

*  King:  And  perceiving  that  thereby  he  looked  upon  hit 

*  loyal  Lords  as  Traitors  and  Enemies,  they  yet  further 

<  advifed  him*,  that  by  all  Means  poflible,  as  well  by  the 

*  Power  of  his  own  Liege  People,  as  by  the  Force  of 
^  his  Enemies,  the  French  and  others,  he  fhould  deftroy 
^  and  put  to  Death  the  faid  Lords  and  others,  that  af- 

*  fented  to  the  making  of  the  faid  Ordinance,  and  that 

*  the  fame  might  be  done  fo  privily  that  none  fhould 

*  know  of  it  till  it  was  done. 

XXIL  *  In  order  to  thefeTreafons,  by  their  Counfels, 

*  they  caufed  the  King  to  fend  Letters  to  his  Enemy  the 

*  French  King,  fome  by  Nicholas  Southwell^  Groom  of 

*  his  Chamber,  and  others,  by  other  Perfons  of  bafe 

*  Condition,  as  well  Aliens  as  Denizens,  requiring  and 

*  praying  the  faid  French  King,  that  he  would,  with  all 

*  his  Power  and  Counfel,  aid  and  af&ft  our  Lord  the  King 
[  4^4  ]     *  to  deftroy  and  put  to  Death  the  faid  Lords  and  others, 

*  whom  they  had  fo  falfly  reprefented  as  Traitors,  to  tfie 

*  great  Difturbance  of  the  whole  Realm. 

XXIII.  '  That,  ufurping  to  themfelves  Royal  Power, 

*  they  caufed  the  King  to  promife  the  French  King,  by 

*  his  Letters  Patent  and  MeiTages,  for  fuch  his  Ai£(hi/Ke 

<  to  accomplifli  the  faid  Treafon  and  Murder,  to  give 

*  and  furrender  to  the  faid  French  King  the  Town  dnd 
^  Caflle  of  Calaisy  and  divers  other  Forts  and  Places, 

*  as  Breji^  Cherhurghj  and  others,  t^c.  to  the  great  Dif- 

*  honour.  Trouble,  and  Prejudice  of  the  Realm. 

XXIV.  •  That,  after  this  traiterous  Contrivance,  it 

*  was  agreed  between  our  Lord  the  King  and  the  French 

*  King,  by  the  Inftigation  and  Influence  of  thefe  Trai- 

*  tors,  that  a  Parley  or  Interview  (hould  be  had  in  the 

*  Marches  of  Calais ^  and  a  Truce  of  five  Years  between 

*  the  Realms  of  England  and  France :  At  which  Inter- 

*  view,  by  Treachery,  the  faid  Lords  and  others,  whom 

*  the  King  took  for  Traitors,  attending  him  thither, 

*  fhould  there  be  (lain.     In  order  to  which  they  procu- 

*  red  feveral  Letters  of  Safe-Conduft  from   the  faid 

*  French  King,  for  the  faid  Duke  of  Ireland* s  going  into 

*  France^  to  accomplifli  this  ill  Purpofe  and  Treafon  i. 

*  which  Letters  are  ready  to  be  fhewm 

3tXV. 
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ItXV.  *  That  the  faid  B'rembre,  by  the  Affent  and  ^^  ^"'^^^  "• 

*  Counfel  of  the  faid  other  Traitors,  did  come  into 

*  Londony  and,  without  the  Affent  or  Knowledge  of  the 
^  King,  did  caufe  all  the  Companies  of  the  City  to  be 

*  fworn  to.  hold  and  perform  divers  Matters,  as  they 

*  are  contained  in  the  (aid  Oath,  which  is  of  Record  in 

*  Chancery :  And,  amongft  other  Things,   that  they 
^  fhould  hold  with  and  maintain  the  Will  and  Pi/rpo(e 

*  of  the  King  to  their  Power,  againft  all  that  are  or 

*  fliall  be  Rebels,  or  contrary  to  his  Petfon,  or  Royal 

*  Pleafurc :  And  that  they  fhould  be  ready  to  dtftroy  all 

*  thofe  which  do  or  (hall  purpofe  Treafon  againft  our 

*  faid  Lord  the  King,  in  any  Manner ;  and  be  ready, 

*  with  their  Mayor,  to  tefift,  during  Life,  all  fuch  Trai- 

*  tors,  Csff.    At  which  Time  the  Kirtg,  by  the  Mifm- 

*  formation  of  the  faid  Evil  doers  and  Traitors,  and  by 

*  thefalfe  Anfwers  of  the  Judges,  did  firmly  hold  the  faid     r  4251} 

*  L6rds  and  others,  who  aflented  to  the  making  of  the 

*  faid  Ordinance^  Statute,  and  Commiffion,  to  be  Re« 

*  bels.  Traitors,  and  Enemies. unto  him  :  By  all  which, 

*  the  faid  Traitors  endeavoured  to  ftir  up  the  faid  People 

*  of  London^  to  deftroy  the  faid  Lords  and  other  loyal 

*  Subje£ty, 

XXVL  *  The  faid  Brembre^  and  other  Traitors  io 

*  the  King  and  Realm,  ufurping  to  themfelves  Royal 

*  Power,  did^  of  their  own  Authority,  without  any  War- 

*  rant  from  the  King  or  his  Great  Council,  caufe  Pro- 

*  clamation  to  be  made  thro'  the  City  of  London^  That 

*  none  of  the  Liege  Subjefls  of  our  Lord  the  King 

*  (hould  fuftain,  comfort,  or  aid  Richard  Earl  of  Arun^ 

*  dele  and  Surry^  one  of  the  Lords  of  the  King's  Great 

*  Council,  during  the  faid  Commiffion ;  nor  fell  him 
any  Armour,  Viduals,  or  other  NecefTaries,  on  Pain 
of  being  proceeded  againft  as  Rebels,  carrying  about 
and  (hewing  a  Patent  of  the  King's,  but  of  another 
Tenor,  the  better  to  compafs  fuch  their  falfe  Procla- 
mation. 

XXVII.  *  They  alfo  caufed  it  to  be  cried  and  pro- 
claimed in  the  City  oi  London ^  That  no  Perfon  (hould 
be  fo  hardy  as  to  prefume  to  foeak  any  111,  or  utter 
any  Word  or  Expicffion  againft  them  the  faid  Male- 
factors and  Traitors,  or  any  of  them,  on  Pain  of  for- 
F  f  2  *  felling  , 
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K.  Rkkgrd  U.  «  Geitiog  all  they  bad ;  whi^h  was  an  Encroachment  oti 

*  the  Royal  Power.  ' 

XXVIII.  *  The  (aid  ArchbiQiop,  Chief  Juftice,  and 

*  other  Traitors,  caufed  the  King  to  coounand  his  Coim- 

*  cil  to  make  certain  Perfons  throughout  England  She- 
^  riffs,  who  were  named  to  him  by  them  the  faid  Trai- 
^  tors,  with  an  Intent  to  get  Aich  Perfons  as  they  flxmid 

*  name  returned  fiDr  Knights  of  the, Shire  to  ferve  in  Par- 

*  liament  \  and  to  keep  out  firolh  thence  Gentlemen  good 
^  and  loyal,  a^uaft  the  good  Laws  and  Cufloms  of  the 
•Land. 

XXIX.  '  The  faid  Traitors,  during  the  Time  that 

*  the  King  had  fo  taken  both  Parties  into  his  Prote^on 

*  as  aforefeid,  did  falfly  counfel  and  prevail  with  the 

*  King  to  command,  by  his  Letters,  divers  Knights  and 

*  Efquires,  Sheriffs,  and  other  Miniffers  of  fevend  Coun- 

*  tics,  to  levy  Men,  and  ailemble  all  their  Power  to  join 
r  4'^  ]     *  ^'^  ^^  ^^^  Didce  of  Inlandy  againft  the  faid  three 

*  Lords  now  appealing,  (uddenly  to  make  War  upon 

*  and  deftroy  them. 

XXX.  ^  During  the  Time  of  the  (ame  Prote^on, 

*  they  caofed  the  King,  by  his  Royal  Letters,  to  fignify 

*  to  the  faid  Duke  of  Inlandy  not  only  that  he  and 

*  others  were  appealed  of  Treafbn  as  aforefaid,  but  alfo 
^  that  he  (hould  have  fufficient  Power  to  guard  him,  and 

*  come  With  him  to  the  King :  And  afterwards  caofed 

*  him  to  write  again  to  the  faid  Duke  of  Inlandy  that  he 

*  fhould  take  the  Field  with  all  the  Forces  be  could  af- 

*  femble ;  and  that  the  King  would  meet  htm  with  all 

*  his  Troops,  and  would  expofe  and  venture  his  Rojral 

*  Perfon :  And  that  the  King  was  in  great  Peril  for 

*  himfelf  and  his  Realm,  unlets  fuccoured  and  aided  by 

*  the  faid  Duke :  And  that  the  faid  Duke  fliould  (hew 

*  and  declare  to  all  the  People  ai&mbled  with  him, 

*  That  the  King  would  bear  and  pay  all  Debts  and  C^fts 

*  of  the  faid  Ddce  of  Inland^  and  all  that  joined  with 

*  him.     By  Virtue  of  which  Letters,  and  the  evil  and 

*  traiterous  Inftigation  as  well  of  the  faid  Duke,  as  of 

*  his  Adherents  and  other  Traitors,  the  faid  Duke  of 
^  Inland  did  adluaily  levy  and  ailemble  great  Numbers 
^  of  Men  at  Arms,  and  Archers,  as  well  of  the  Counties 

*  of  Lancaftefy  Cbejhin^  and  IFaleSy  as  of  other  Places 

*  of  the  Realm,  in  warlike  Manner,  to  deftroy  and  put 

'  to 
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*  to  Death  the  faid  Lords,  y^Aio  had  confentcd  to  ihe^» Riclmrd  il. 

*  making  the  faid  Ordinance,  AA  of  ParKatnent,  and 

*  Commiffion,  in  Defence  of  the  King  and  Realm. 

XXXI.  *  That,  having  thus  traiteroufly  levied  Forces, 

*  the  faid  Duke  marched  with  them  through  the  Midft 

*  of  England,  and,  ufurping  the  Royal  Power,  did  caufe 

*  the  King's  Banner  to  be  diffdayed  before  him,  contrary 
^  to  the  Eftate  of  the  King,  and  of  his  Crown.  In  which 

*  March  the  faid  Duke  and  his  Accomplices  were,  by 

*  the  Grace  of  God,  difturbed,  and  prevented  from  their 

*  evil  Purpofes. 

XXXII.  *  That  the  faid  Duke  of  Ireland,  by  the 

*  Counfel  and  Abetment  of  the  reft  of  the  fore-named 

*  Traitors,  encrbaching  to  himfelf  the  Royal  Power, 
^  without  the  ufual  Commiffion  of  the  King,  or  other 

*  fuffictent  Warrant,  did  make  himfelf  Juftice  of  C^^^,     [  ^27  ] 

*  by  him  and  his  Deputies  to  hold  there  all  Manner  of 

*  Pleas  of  the  Crown,  and  thereupon  to  give  Judgment 
^  and  award  Execution :  And  alfo  caufed  divers  original 

*  and  judicial  Writs  to  be  £ealed  with  the  Great  Seal  of 
^  the  King  in  that  Behalf  ufed  ;  and  thereby  compelled 

*  a  great  Part  of  the  People  of  thofe  Counties  to  join 

*  with  him,  or  otherwife  put  fome  of  them  to  grievous 

*  and  tormenting  Deaths  imprifoned  fome,  and  feized 

*  the  Lands  of  others,  fjfr.  And  ail  this  to  make  War 
^  and  deftroy  the  faid  Lords  and  other  loyal  Subjefb  of 

*  the  King,  and  againft  the  Defence  of  the  Realm. 

XXXIIL  *  That  the  faid  Traitors  have  caufed  the 

*  King  to  grant  great  Retinues  to  divers  People,  and  give 

*  them  Badges  and  Enfigns  otherwife  than  ever  was  ufed 

*  in  the  Time  of  any  of  his  Progenitors  ;  and  this  with 

*  Defign  to.  gain  greater  Power  to  accomplifli  their 

*  Trcafons. 

XXXIV.  *  Fully  to  complcat  all  fuch  their  before- 

*  mentioned  and  other  Treafons,  and  to  make  the  King 

*  wholly  confide   in,   and  rely  upon  them  and   their 

*  Counfels,  they  caufed  the  King  to  call  before  him  di- 

*  vers  Jufticcs  and  People  of  the  Law  ;  that  is  to  fay, 
«  Robert  Treftlian,  Robert  Belknappe,  John  Gary,  John 

*  /W/,   Roger  Fulthorpy  IViUiam  Burgh,  fix  Juftices, 

*  John  Lochon,  Serjeant  at  Law,  and  Jiihn  Blake ;  of 

*  whom  he  did,  by  the  Contrivance  of  the  faid  Traitors, 

*  demand,  Whether  the  before -mentioned  hOt  of  Par- 

F  f  3  liamcnt 
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K,RictardlU^  liament  and  Commiffion  were  made  in  Derogation  of 

*  his  Royalty  and  Prerogative  or  not?  And  feveral  other 

*  Queftions ;  to  which  they  anfwered  in  Manner  and 

*  Form  before  fet  forth,  i^c* 

Pfoceedingf  '^'^'^  Impeachment  was  exhibited  the  jd  of  February^ 

thereupon.        ^  has  been  faid,  being  the  fijft  Day  of  the  Parliament, 

when  the  Lords  Appellants  alfo  affirmed,  ^  They  were 

ready  to  prove  ^  every  Article  of  it,  as  fhould  be  awarded 

*  in  Parliament^  to  the  Honour  of  God,  and  the  Advan- 

*  tage  and  Profit  of  the  King  and  the  whole  Realm.* 

whereupon  all  the  Perfons  appealed  were,  by  Com- 
[  4«8  ]  mand  of  the  King  and  Lords,  folemnly  fummoned  iit 
the  Great  Hall  at  Weftniinfttr ^  as  alio  at  the  Gates  -of 
the  faid  Palace,  to  come  in  and  anfwer  the  faid  AppeU 
lants;  but  upon  their  Non- Appearance,  the  faid  Duke 
and  Lords  Appellants  prayed  that  their  Default  ipigh: 
be  recorded.  Then,  upon  the  faid  Appellants  alledging. 
That  the  Accufed  had  full  Notice  of  the  faid  Appeal  % 
and  the  King  and  Lords  being  fatisfied  it  was  fo,  by  rea* 
fon  they  did  not  appear,  their  Default  was  recorded  ac« 
cordingly ;  whereupon  the  faid  Dujce  and  Earls  Appel- 
lants prayed  the  King  and  Lords,  *  That  they  might 

*  be  adjudged  and  convi6^ed  of  the  Treafons  contained 

*  in  the  faid  Appeal  \  the  King  commanded  the  Peers 
to  examine  into  the  Articles  feverally,  which  they  did, 
with  great  Labour  and  Diligence,  untill  the  1 3th  of 
Fihruary. 

'  ,  During  this  Interval,  the  Juftices,  Serjeants,  and  other- 

Sages  of  the  L^w,  both  of  the  Realm  and  of  the  Civil 
Law,  were  charged  by  the  King  to  give  their  faithful 
Advice  to  the  Lords  of  Parliament,  how  they  ought  to 
proceed   in  the  faid  Appeal.     Who  anfwered,  *  That 

*  they  wdl  underftood  the  Tenor  of  the  faid  Appeal  j 

*  and  affirmed,  That  it  was  not  made  nor  brought  ac- 

*  cording  as  the  "one  Law  or  other  required.'  Upon 
which,  thp  faid  Lords  of  Parliament  having  taken  De- 
liberation and  Advice,  it  was,  by  the  Affent  of  the  King, 
with  their  common  Accord, -declared,  *  That,  in  fo  high 

*  a  Crime  as  is  laid  in  this  Appeal,  and  which  touches 

*  the 

•  A  Proclamation,  alio  upon  the  Appeal  of  the  Lords,  had  been  fent 
by  the  Kng  to  all  the  Sherift*  in  England,  commanding  the  accuTed  Lord^, 
,  £^c.  to  appear  and  mfwer  to  the  Charge  at  the  enfurng  Parliameot.  Dated 

ziH^cJlmirtjierf  January  ^^    fflr^. /f/r^.  Tom,  VII.  p.  567, 
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*  the  Pcrfon  of  the  King,  and  the  Eftates  of  this  Realm,  K.  Richard  lU 

*  and  is  perpetrated  hy  Perfons  who  are  Peers  thereof,  to- 

*  gether  with  others,  the  Caufe  cannot  be  tried  elfewhere 

*  but  in  Parliament,  nor  by  any  other  Law  or  Court, 
^  except  that  of  Parliament ;  and  that  it  belongs  to  the 

*  Lords  of  Parliament,  and  to  their  free  Choice  and  Li- 

*  berty,  by  antient  Cuftom  of  Parliament,  to  be  Judges 

*  in  fuch  Cafes,  and  to  judge  of  them  by  the  Aflent  of 

^  the  King ;  and  thus  it  ihall  be  done  in  this  Cafe,  bv     r  ^29  1 

*  Award  of  Parliament,  becaufe  the  Reahn  of  England^ 
<-  is  not,  nor  ever  was,  (neither  is  it  the  Intent  of  the 

*  King  and  Lords  of  Parliament-  that  it  ihall  ever  be) 

*  ruled  or  governed  by  the  Law  Civil ;  and  therefore  it 
^  is  not  their  Intent  otherwife  to  proceed  in  fo  high  a 

<  Cafe  as  this  Appeal,  which  cannot  be  tried  or  deter- 

*  mined  any  where  elfe  than  in  Parliament ;  flnce  the 
^  Procefs  or  Order  ufed  in  inferior  Courts,  is  only  as 
^  they  are  intruded  with  the  Execution  of  the  antient 
^  Laws  and  Cuftoms  of  the  Realm,  an^  the  Ordinances 

<  and  Eftablifhments  of  Parliament;  and  it  was   the 

*  Judgment  of  the  Lords  of  Parliament,  by  Aflent  of  the 

<  King,  that  this  Appeal  was  well  and  duly  brought, 

*  and  the  Procefs  upon  the  fame  was  good  and  efFe6^ua], 

*  according  to  the  Laws  and  Couife  of  Parliament,  and 

*  by  which  they  will  award  and  judge  it/ 

ITp^n  this  the  Appellants  again  moved  the  King  and 
Lords  to  record  their  Default;  and  that  Nicholas 
Brembre^  who  was  the  pnly  Perfon  in  Cuftody,  might 
be  brought  to  anfwer.     Then  the  other  Perfons  ap-  R 

pealed  were  again  fummoned  to  come  in  and  make  An-  f 

fwer,  but  they  did  not  appear ;  neverthefefs  the  King 
and  Lords  took  Time  to  deliberate  'till  next  Day,  be- 
ing the  14th  of  Februaryy  at  which  Time  the  faid  Ap- 
pellants again  prayed  that  the  Default  of  the  Appealed 
might  be  recorded  ;  which  was  done  accordingly. 

After  which  the  Archbifhop  of  Cantsrbury^  in  Be- 
half of  himfelf,  and  all  other  the  Suffragan  Bifliops, 
with  the  Abbots,  Priors,  and  other  Prelates,  holding 
of  the  King  by  Barony,  made  Proteftation,  and  deli-  The  BiA©ps 
vered  it  in  Writing,  ♦  For  the  faving  of  their  Right  of  withdraw,  but 

<  Peerage,  and  fitting  and  voting  in  Parliament,  not- ^'^^^JJ^^^J^^^^^ 

*  withftanding  they  could  not  now  be  there,  by  reafon 

*  of  certain  Matters  then  in  Agitation,  at  which,  by 

*  the 
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K.  Ri^srd  II.  <  the  Cannon^  they  could  not  be  perfonally  prcfent/ 
The  like  Proteftation  was  made  by  the  BKhops  o{  Dur* 
bam  and  Carlijley  mutatis  mutandis  \  which  Protefta- 
tion being,  at  the  Infiance  of  the  Archbiftiop  and  other 
Prelates,  read  in  full  Parliament,  was,  by  the  Command 
of  the  King,  and  AfTent  of  the  Lords  Temporal,  entered 
in  the  Rolls  of  Parliament. 
C  43^  ]  ^"  ^^^  '5^*^  ^^  February^  the  King  and  Lords  of 

,  Parliament  being  met  again  in  the  If^hite  HaUy  the  faid 
Appellants  prayed  that  the  lafl:  Default  of  the  faid  Arqh- 
biftiop,  Duke,  and  Earl,  with  Robert  Treftlian^  Ihould 
be  recorded.  Then  the  Perfons  accufed  being  again 
fbmmoned  a  third  Time,  and  not  appearing,  the  Lords 
proceeded  to  Judgment,  and  declared,  *  That  divers  of 

*  the  Articles  therein  contained  were  Treafon,  as  the 

*  firftj  fecond,   tenth,  eleventh,  fourteenth,  iixteenth, 

*  feyenteenth,   twenty-fecond,    twenty-third,    twenty- 

*  fourth,  twenty- ninth,  thirtieth,  and  thirty  firft  Articfesi* 
and  then,  upon  due  Information  of  their  Confciences, 
they  pronounced  the  faid  Archbifhop,  Duke,  and  Earl, 
with  Robert  TrefiUan^  '  To  be  notorioufly  guilty  of  each 

*  of  the  faid  Articles  that  concerned  them^  and  that  they 

*  were  alfo  culpable  in  all  the  reft  of  the  Articles  con- 

*  tained  in  the  faid  Appeal,  not  yet  declared  Treafon/ 

Then,  in  Prefence  of  the  King  and  Lords  aflembled, 

at  the  Day  and  Place  aforefaid,  the  faid  Duke  and  Earls 

Appellants  prayed  the  King,  and  Lords  there  prefent, 

^  That  the  Perfons  lb  appealed  as  aforefaid  ftiould  be 

«  <  adjudged  convicted  of  the  High  Trcafon  contained  in 

*  the  faid  Appeal.'  Wherefore  the  faid  Lords  of  Parlia« 
ment  there  prefent,  as  Judges  of  Parliament  in  this  Cafe, 
by  Affent  of  the  King,  pronounced  their  Sentence,  and 
.did  adjudge  the  faid  Archbifhop,  Duke,  and  Earl,  with 
Robert  Trefilian^  fo  appealed  as  aforefaid,  *  To  be  guilty 

The  Archbifhop  *  and  conviflcd  of  Treafon,  and  to  be  drawn  and  hanged 
of nr*, theDukc  c  33  Traitors,  and  Enemies  to  the  King  and  Kingdom, 

tJxlofSum,  *  ^"^  ^^^^  ^^^'^  "^'^^  ^^""^^^  ^^  difinherited  for  ever, ' 
and  Sir  Robert  *  and  their  Lands  and  Tenements,  Goods  and  Chattels, 
Trefilian,  dccia-  *  forfeited  to  the  Kine ;  and  that  the  Temporalities  of 
High  TrcafoL    '  ^^^  Archbifhop  of  York  fliould  be  taken  into.the  King's 

*  Hands  :'  And  becaufc  the  like  Cafe  had  not  been  ictrx 
in  the  Kinfrdom,  concerning  the  Pcrfon  of  an  Archbi- 
fhop, or  Bifliop,  the  Lords  would  adviib  by  the  Af- 
fent 
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fent  of  the  King  what  they  (hould  bcft  do,  for  the  Ho-  K,  XMfcml  u. 
fiour  of  God,  and  of  Holy  Church,  and  the  Safety  of 
the  Laws  of  the  Land  about  him. 

Then  the  Duke  and  Earls  Appellants  prayed  that  Sir     ^         . 
Uhhola$  Brembre  might  be  brought  to  anfwer;  and,  oa     ■•  ^^'  J 
Monday  the   17th  of  February^  the  Conftable  of  the 
Tower  brought  him  into  the  Parliament,  where  the 
Articles  of  Appeal  were  read  before  him,  to  which  \m 
pleaded  not  Guilty  in  any  Point,  and  faid,  <  He  was 

*  there  ready  to  make  good  what  he  faid  by  his  Body^ 

*  as  a  Knight  ought  to  do/    The  Lords  anfwered^ 

*  Battle  did  not  lie  in  that  Cafe,  and  that  they  wouM 
<  examine  the  Articles  touching  the  faid  NicbQksy  and 

*  take  true  Information  by  all  true,  neceflary,  and  con*- 
^  venient  Ways,  that  their  Confciences  might  be  truly 

*  direded  what  Judgment  to  give  in  this  Cafe,  to  the  , 

*  Honour  of  God,  the  Advantage  and  Profit  of  the 
^  King  and  his  Kingdom,  and  as  they  would  anfwer 

'  ^  it  before  God,  according  to  the  Courfe  and  Law  of' 

*  Parliament/ 

During  this  Examination,  on  Wednefday  the  19th  of 
February^  Sir  Robert  Treftlian  was  taken,  being  con-  * 
cealed  in  an  Apothecary's  Houfe  iq  Palace-Tardy  and 
brought  into  Parliament ;  who  being  afked  if  he  had  ' 

any  Thing  to  fay  which  had  happened  fmce  Judgment 
bad  pafled'  upon  him,  why  Execution  ihould  not  be 
done?  and  hp  having  nothing  to  fay,  it  was  commanded. 

*  That  he  (hould  be  carried  to  the  Tower,  and  from 

*  thence  drawn  upon  a  Hurdle  thro'  the  City  of  LondQn^ 

«  to  the  Gallows  at  Tyburn^  and  there  tp  hang  by  ^^^^^l^^J"^ 
^  Neck ;  and  that  the  Execution  ihould  be  done  upon 

*  him  by  theMailhal  oi England^  taking  to  hisAffiftance 

*  the  Mayor,  Sheriffs,  and  Aldermen  of  London  :*  And 
he  was  executed  the  fame  Day  accordingly. 

On  the  Morrow,  which  was  the  20th  £)ay  of  Febru* 
ary^  Sir  NUhotas  Brembre  was  brought  into  Parliament, 
and  the  Lords,  upon  diligent  Examination,  due  Proof 
and  Information,  found  him  alfo  guilty  of  High  Trea* 
fon,  and  they  awarded,  by  Aflent  of  the  King,  *  That, 

*  as  a  Traitor  and  open  Enemy  to  the  King  and  King- 

*  dom,  he  (hould  be  drawn  and  hang'd,  his  Heirs  for  ^^^°  ^j^'*^ 

*  ever  di(heritcd,  and  his  Lands  and  Tenements,  Goods 

*  and  Chattels,  forfeited  t«  the  King.'    He  was  executed 

on 
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K.  Ri^srd  II.  on  the  fame  Day  accordingly,  and  in  the  fame  Manner 
as  was  Sir  Robert  Trefilian. 
[  432  ]  .      It  was  then  refolved  to  be  the  Intention  of  the  Lords 
of  Parliament,  Spiritual  and  Temporal,   as  well  the 
Lords  Appellants  as  all  others,  and  by  them  agreed. 
That  confidering  the  tender  Age  of  the  King  before  that 
Time^  and  the  Innocency  of  bis  Royal  Perfon^  nothing 
contained  in  the  Appeal^  nor  in  any  Article  thereof^  nor 
Refolotioa  of    '"  ^*'  ^Judgment  given^  Jhould  be  accounted  any  Fault  or 
Ptrliament  for    Dijhonefly  in  his  Perfon^  tn  any  Manner y  for  the  Caufes 
{^vingthtKm%*s  abowfaidy  nor  Jhould  turn  in  Prejudice  of  his  P  erf  on  by 
Honour.  ^^^  Imagination  or  Interpretation  whatever  ;  but  that  the 

falfe  Treafon  and  Default  abovefaid  Jhould  be  charged 
uton  the  Appealed^  and  that  the  Judgments  given  againji 
them  Jhould  have  full  Force  and  Firtue^  notwithjianding 
any  Thing  that  could  befaid  or  alledged  to  the  contrary. 
Sir  Hobtrt  Bil-     On  the  2d  of  Marchy  Sir  Robert  Belknappey  late  Chief 
jSla'  ind^re.  J"^^^  ^^  *^  Common  Bench,  Sir  Roger  Fulthorpy  Sir 
'  vCTiTotheM^iin-y^^*  Holty  and  Sir  William  Burghy  late  his  Companions 
I»cachcd«  of  the  fame  Bench  ^  Sir  John  Caryy  late  Chief  Baron 

.    of  the  Exchequer,  and  John  Locitony  late  Serjeant  to 
'  the  King,  were  accufed  and  impeached  by  the  Com- 
mons in  Parliament  j  ^  for  putting  their  Hands  and  Seals 

*  to  the  Queftions  and  Anfwers  given  at  Nottingham 

*  as  aforefaid,  by  the  Procurement  of  the  faid  appealed 

*  and  convifted  Perfons  of  Treafon,  to  cover  and  affirm 

*  their  High  Treafons,  Wr.  a  Copy  whereof  was  cxhi- 

*  bited  and  read  before  them,  and  that  Queftions  were 

*  anfw,ered,  as  was  fgrmifed  by  the  Commons  in  the 

*  faid  Copy  ;*  To  which  the  Appealed  replied,  *  They 

*  could  not  deny  but  that  the  Queftions  were  fuch  as 

*  were  then  afked  them,  but  the  Anfwers  were  not  fuch 

*  as  they  put  their  Seals  to. 

But  Sir  Robert  Belknappe  pleaded  in  particular,  *  That 

*  the  Archbiflioppf  3^^r>6,  in  his  Chamber  at  fVindfory 
^  told  him,  that  he  had  devifed  and  drawn  up  the  Com* 

*  million  and  Statute,  whereby  the  Government  was 

*  wholly  taken  out  of  the  King*s  Hands,  and  that  he 
^  therefore  hated  him  above  all  Men,  and  that  if  he 

*  found  not  feme  Way  to  make  void  the  faid  Statute 

*  and  Commiflion,  he  fliould  be  flain  as  a  Traitor.'  He 
anfwer'd,  *  That  the  Intention  of  the  Lords,  and  fuch  as 

*  affifted  at  the  making  of  ihcm,  was,  that  they  (hould 
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^  be  for  the  Honour  and  good  Government  of  the  State  K.  Riebard  \u 

♦  of  the  King  and  Kingdom  :  That  he  twice  parted  from     f  4.15  ] 

•  the  King  diffatisfied,  and  was  in  doubt  of  his  Life, 

•  and  faid  thefc  Anfwers  proceeded  not  from  his  Good- 
^  will,  but  were  made  againft  his  Mind,  and  were  the 
^  EfFe(^  of  the  Threats  of  the  ArchWlhop  of  York^ 
^  Duke  of  Inland^  and  Earl  of  Suffolk ;  and  that  h^ 
^  was  fworn  and  commanded/in  the  Prefence  of  the  King^ 
^  uppn  Pain  of  Death,  to  conceal  this  Matter,  as  th^ 

•  Council  of  the  King  ;*  and  prayed  for  the  Love  of 
God  he  might  have  a  gracious  and  merciful  Judgment* 

Sir  John  Holt  alledged  the  fame  Matter  of  Excufe, 
and  made  the  fame  Prayer,  fo  did  Sir  fVilliam  Burgb 
and  Sir  John  Cary ;  who  all  made  the  fame  Excuie, 
and  the  fame  Requefts,  as  did  alfo  Sir  Roger  Fulthorp 
and  John  LocktoUy  Serjeant  at  Law. 

Tq  all  which  the  Coipmons  anfwer'd  *  They  were 
^  taken  and  holden  for  Sages'  in  the  Law,  and  the  King's 

*  Will  was,  that  they  (hould  have  anfwer'd  the  Que- 
^  ftions  as  the  Law  was,  and  not  otherwife,  as  they 

•  did,  with  Defign,  and  under  Colour  of  Law,  to  mur- 
^  der  and  dedroy  the  Lords  and  loyal  Lieges,  who 
'  were  aiding  and  affifting  in  making  the  Commiffion 

*  and  Statute  in  the  laft  Parliament,  for  the  good  Go- 

*  veri\ment  of  the  State  of  the  King  and  Kingdom  ;* 
and  therefore  the  Commons  pray'd  that  they  may  be  ad- 
judged, convi(Sted,  and  attainted  as  Traitors. 

Upon  which  the  Lords  Temporal  took  Time  to  exa- 
mine the  Matter  and  Circumftances  of  it ;  ^  and  for 

♦  that  they  were  prcfent  at  the  making  of  the  faid  Sta- 
^  tute  and  Commif&on,  which  they  knew  were  con- 

•  trived  for  the  Honour  of  God,  and  for  the  good  Go- 
^  vernment  of  the  State  of  the  King  and  whole  King- 

*  dom  ;  and  that  it  was  the  King's  Will  they  ihould 

♦  not  have  otherwife  anfwer'd  them  than  according  to 
'  Law,  and  had  anfwer'd  as  before  :'  They  were,  by  the 

Lords  Temporal,  by  the  Aflcnt  of  the  King,  adjudged '^*>^""  **^' 
'  to  be  drawn  and  hang'd  as  Traitors,  their  Heirs  dif-^ng'dT 

*  herited,  and  their  Lands  and  Tenements,  Goods  and 

♦  Chattels,  to  be  forfeited  to  the  King.' 

The   next  Day  Jahn  Blah   and   Thowat  UJk  were 
brou;;ht  into  Parliament  j  and  firft  John  Blake  was  im-     [  434  ]   . 
peached  by  the  Commons,  «  That  being  retained  of 

*  Counfel 
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Counfel  for  tbe  King,  he  irtw  up  the  Qieftiofis  id 
which  tbe  Jufiices  made  Anfwer,  and  comrived  with 
the  Perfons  appealed,  that  the  Lords  and  other  the 
King's  k>jal  Lieget,  that  caufed  tbe  fatd  Commfion 
and  Statute  to  he  made  in  the  bft  Parliament,  ftoold 
-be  indi£ted  in  L9ndcn  and  MiiMefex  for  Treafen ;  and 
that  thej  ihoyld  be  arrefled,  and  traitefovfly  and  wick- 
edly murdered ;  and  that  be  was  aiding  and  adttfing 
in  the  Treafons  aforefaid^  with  the  Appealed  already 
executed.' 

Then  Thomas  UJk  was  acccufed,  *  for  procuring  hnn- 
felf  to  be  made  Under-Sheriff  of  JMiddlifex^  to  tbe 
End  to  caufe  the  faid  Lords  and  loyal  Lieges  to  be 
arrefted  and  indicted,  as  had  been  faid  before,  and  was 
aiding  and  counfelling  the  Appealed  in  the  Treafons 
afore^id/ 

Jdbn  Blah  anfwered,  *  That  be  was  retained  frf'Coon- 
fcl  for  the  King  by  his  Command,  and  fwom  to  keep 
fecret  his  Advice,  and  whatever  he  did  it  was  by  tbe 
King's  Command,  whom  he  ought  to  obey ;  and  Tb^ 
mas  UJk  give  the  fame  Anfwer.     Whereupon  the 

Lords  Temporal  took  Deliberation   untill  the  Mor- 
*  row,    when   the  faid   John  and  Thomas  were  again 

brought  into  Parliament;  and  the  Lords  pronounced 

them  guilty  of  the  Things  whereof  they  were  ^ccufed. 

And,  *  whereas  they  alledged  for  their  Excufe  the  King's 

*  CommarKi,  it  made  the  Crime  the  greater,  for  that 

*  they  knew  well  that  the  Perfons  appealed*  and  con- 
^  demned  had  encro;iched  to  themfelves  Royal  Power ; 

*  and  it  was  their  Command  and  not  the  King's.'   Then 
the  Lords  awarded,  by  Aflent  of  the  Kit)g>  *  That  they 

*  (bould  both  be  hang'd  and  drawn  as  Traitors  and 

*  open  Enemies  to  the  King  and  Kingdom,  and  their 

*  Heirs  diflierited  for  ever,  and  their  Lands  and  Tene? 

*  ments.  Goods  and  Chattels,  forfeited  to  the  K'mg  j' 

*  and  they  were  executed  the  fame  Day. 
On  the  6th  oi March ^  Sir  Robert  Bilknappe^  Sir  Roger 

FuUhorp,  Sir  John  Ho/t,  Sir  fFiiiiam  Burgh.  Sir  John 
Caryy  and  John  Lockun^  were  brought  into  the  Parlia- 
ment, and  the  Lords  were  fatisfied,  *  That  they  were 
I!  435  ]     ^  3(  tl^^  making  of  the  faid  Commxflion  and  Statute  in 

*  the  laft  PaiHament,  and  Sir  John  Cary  knew  well 
'  they  were  made  to  ibc  Honour  of  God,  and  the  good 

Govern- 
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*  Government  of  the  Sutc  of  the  King  and  the  whole  K.^VA-rrf  U, 

*  kingdom,'  and  fo  on,  [as  in  the  other  Procefles]  and 
chejr  had  Judgment  again  pafled  upon  them  as  before* 
But  at  that  verv  Time  came  in  the  Archbifliop  of  Can^ 
Urhurf^  and  aft  the  Bifliops  of  both  Provinces,  and 

prayed  the  Lords  Temporal,  *  That  the  Execution,  as  But  luve  tlieir 

*  to  their  Lives,  might  be  refpited,  fo  that  thejr  might  ^vet  graatei 

*  obtain  their  Lives  of  the  King^'  who  thereupon  or-'Jl^^'^^ 
dered  Execution  ftould  be  ftayed,  and  granted  themiiMiit, 

their  Lives :  But  as  to  the  othci*  Part  of  their  Sentence, 
^  That  was  to  remain  in  Force,  and  their  Bodies  to  be 
^  in  Priibn  during  the  King's  Pleafure,  untill,  by  Advice 
^  of  the  Lords,  he  ihould  direct  otherwife/ 

The  fame  Day  7h$mMS  Bifliop  of  Chichefter  ',  the 
King's  Confi^r,  was  impeached  and  accufed  by  the 
Commons,  *  That  he  was  prefent  at  the  Places  and 

*  Times  when  the  (aid  Quefiions  were  put  to  the  Juf- 

*  tices,  &r«  and  the  Anfwers  made,  and  excited  them, 
^  by  Threats,  to  anfwer  as  they  did,  and  knew  the  falfe 
^  Purpofes  and  Treafens  defigned  by  the  I'raitors  ad- 

*  judged,  and  aided  and  affifted  them,  and  would  not 

*  make  Difcovery  to  any  of  the  Lords  that  caufed  the 
^  (aid  Commi(Bon  to  be  made  la^  Parliament,  where- 
^  by  Remedy  might  have  been  had  for  the  Safety  of  the 

*  King  and  Kingdom/   To  which  the  Bi(hop  anfwered^ 

*  That,  of  his  own  free  Will,  he  had  not  excited  them 

*  to  do  or  6y  any  Thing  ;*  and  further  faid,  *  They 

*  were  not  excited  or  charged  to  fay  any  Thing  bu^ 
^  what  the  Law  was  ;  and  touching  the  Concealment 

*  of  the  Treafon,  he  had  made  fuch  Affiirance  as  he 
<  could  not  difirover/  And  (aid  further,  <  That  the 
^  Traitors  were  about  the  King,  and  had  fuch  Power 

*  over  him  before,  that  he  had  not  fo  great  Intereft  in 
^  the  King,  as  to  prevent  thofe  Mifchiefs  that  now  came 
^  upon  him/  The  Commons  replied,  ^  He  had  upon 
^  the  Matter  confeflTed  himfelf  guilty,  and  prayed  he 

*  might  be  attainted/     Upon  this  Anfwer  of  the  Bi- 
(hop,  the  Replication  of  the  Commons,  and  all  Cir- 
cumftances  of  the  Accufatton,  the  Lords  took  Time     [  436  } 
to  give  fuch  Judgment  as  might  be  for  the  Honour  of 

God,  and  Profit  of  the  King  and  Kingdom. 

On 

p  Thomas  Jtujbcoktt    Le  Nevii  Fafli  Ecc,  Arg, 
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K,  Riebsrd  II.  Qn  thc  1 2th  Sim^n  Burley  "i,  John  Beauchamp  of  fli?//# 
7^A«  Salifiuryy  and  y^ziw/x  B/r«/rj,  Knights,  being 
brought  into  Parliament,  they  were,  at  the  Inftance  of 
the  Commons,  impeached. 

The  Articles  exhibited  agaioft  them  were  fixteen  j 

*  the  firft  Article  in  the  Appeal,  was  the  iirft  Article  in 

the  former  Impeachment.     In  the  fecoad  Article  thejr 

were  accufed  ^  as  Traitors  and  Enemies  of  the  K4ng- 

*  dom,  for  that  they  knew  of  all  the  Trcafons  in  thc 
^  Appeal  mentioned,  and  that  they  were  aiding^  affifting, 
^  counfelling,  and  aiTenting  to  all  the  Traitors  attainted  ; 

*  and  that  Simon  BurUy  and  John   Biotuhamp   were 

*  principal  Aftors  in  all  the  faid  Trcafons.*     In  thc 
.  eighth  Article  they  were  accufed  *  for  confpiring  and 

'  defigning,  with  the  five  Perfons  appealed,  to  deftro^ 
^  and  put  to  Death  thofe  who  were  afTenting  to  the 

*  making  of  the  faid  Commiffion  and  Statute  in  the  laft 

*  Parliament :'  To  which  they  all  pleaded  Not  Guilty. 
The  Commons  replied,  *  They  were  guilty,*  and  the 
Lords  took  Time  to  examine  and  confider  the  Impeacb- 

•  ment.     Upon  this,  and  the  3i(bop  of  Ckichefler's  Im" 

peachment,  the  Lords  Temporal  adjourned  till  the  5tb 
of  May^  when  Sir  Simon  BurUy  being  brought  into  thc 
Parliament,  was,  by  the  Lords,  after  due  and  fufficient 
Examination  and  Information,  found  guilty  of  Treafon.- 
Befides  the  Articles  before-mentioned,  he  was  charged 

*  with  advifing  the  King  to  entertain  in  his  Houlhold 
^  great  Numbers  of  Aliens,  Bohemians  and  others ;  and 

*  to  give  them  large  Gifts  out  of  the  Revenues  and  Pro- 

*  fits  of  the  Realm,  whereby  the  King  is  greatly  im- 

*  poveriihed,  and  the  People  otherwife  oppreflfcd.*  For 
:^^^<ri»(C^3«P*' which  he  was  fentenced  to  be  drawn  aiid  hanged,  and 
and  Sir  7.  Ber-  his  Head  cut  ofF,  and  all  his  Lands  and  Tenements, 
•rri,  beheaded.  Goods  and  Chattels,  to  be  forfeited  to  the  King.     But 

his  Majefty  remitted  his  drawing,  hanging,  and  quarter- 
ing, becaufe  he  was  a  Knight  of  the  Order  of  the  Garter, 
fo  his  Head  was  only  fevered  from  his  Body  the  fame 
Day  upon  Tower- Hill. 
-  -  John  Salijbury^  J^^^  Beauchamp^  and  James  Bemers^ 

I  437  J     Knights,  had  the  lame  Judgment  as  Sit  Simon  Burley  % 
but  the  two  latter  were  beheaded. 

At 
q  Si'moM  dt  BurUy  is  a  Name  ct ntra€tcd  from  Beverley  \  for  it  is  wrote 
fo  fometimcs  on  the  Record, 
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At  the  fame  Time  was  the  Bilhop  of  Chicbeflir  fent^.  Richard  li. 
for  into  Parliament,  where  the  Lords  Temporal  found 
him  guilty  of  Treafon,  as  it  was  laid  in  the  Impeach* 
ment)  and,  by  Aflent  oF  the  King,  they  awarded  his 
Heirs  fbould  be  diflierited,^  his  Lands  and  Tenements, 
Goods  and  Chattels,  forfeit^  to  the  King,  and  the  Tern- 
poraHties  of  his  Biflioprick  feized  into  the  King's  Hands  ; 
but  as  to  his  Perfon,  the  Lords  would  advife  what  to 
do  for  the  Honour  of  God  and  Holy  Church,  and  the 
Safety  of  the  State  of  Prelacy,  and  of  the  Laws  of  the 
Land. 

Then  it  was  refolved,  *  That  this  Biihop,  Sir  Robert 'y\^^  BiAop  of 

*  Belknappe^  Sir  Roger  Fulthorp^  Sir   John  Holty  Sit  Cbicbeprvi6x\^ 

*  fVilliam  Burgh,  Sir  John  Gary,  and  John  Locktony\ff^^^^ 

*  fbould  be  all  fent  into  Ireland,  to  feveral  Caftles  and  °  ^'^   • 

*  Places,  there  to  remain  during  their  Lives  ^     Sir  ^^- 

*  bert  Belknappe  and  Sir  Roger  Fullhorp  to  be  allowed 

*  forty  Pounds  a  Year ;  Sir  John  Holt  and  WilUam  Burgb^ 

*  forty  Marks  a  Year ;  Sir  John  Gary  and  John  Lockton, 

*  twenty  Pounds  a  Year  of  the  King's  Gift,  and  each 

*  of  them  to  have  two  Servants  to  wait  on  them :  And 

*  that  the  Biihop  olGhicheJler  fhould  have  annually  forty 
^  Marks^  for  his  Suftenance  during  his  Life,  if  any  of 

*  his  Friends  would  give  it  him.  Th^fe  Penfions  were 
fomewhat  enlarged,  and  Care  taken  how  they  fhould.be 
paid,  by  an  h&  in  Parliament  of  the  13th  of  this 
Reign  *. 

Upon  a  Petition  of  the  Commons, '  the  faid  Ordinance 

*  and  Commif&on  made  the  laft  Year  were  confirmed,     [  438  ] 
<  and.likewife  all  that  was  done  in  that  Parliament  \  and 

*  alfo  what  the  Duke  of  Gloucejier,  Earls  of  fVarwiciy 

*  ArundeUy  Derby,  and  Mar&al,  or  any  of  them  had 

*  done,  or  any  of  their  Company,  or  their  Adherents, 

*  or  any  of  them,  by  their  Aflemblings,  Ridings,  or 

*  marching  in  Arms,  Appeals,  or  Purfuits,  as  Things 

*  done  to  the  Honour  of  God,  the  Safety  of  the  King, 

*  Maintenance  of  his  Crown,  and  Support  of  the  whole 

*  King- 

f  The  King't  Writ  to  the  Guardiani  of  his  Port  it  Chtflir^  &c,  to 
fuffer  the  baniflied  Judges  to  embark  and  fee  them  fettled  in  their  refpec* 
ttve  Places  of  Banifhmcnt  in  Trelantf,  is  alfo  in  the  PuMic  Afl%  j  and 
fhey  had  Allowances  made  them,  towards  the  Expences  of  their  Paflage; 
out  of  the  Exchequer.     Rymer^z  Fad,  Tom.  VII.  p»59i. 

»  The  Earl  of  Suffolk  died*  in  Exile  at  Parit,  be<}ueathing  fuch  Riches 
as  he  had  there  to  Robert  Duke  of  Ireland,  who  lived  fome  Vears  longer 
lA  Bani/hment,  aadaC  laft  died  in  Brabant,    Spted\  Cbr»n»  604.    " 
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K.  RkbMilU  «  Kingdom ;  and  alfo,  in  Purfuance  of  the  fame  Petition^ 

*  had  a  full  Pardon  for  all  Things  that  they  had  done  or 
^  committed. 

Upon  a  fecond  Petition  of  the  Commons,  *  all  thofc 

*  that  had  been  of  the  Retinue,  Company,  Aid,  Coun- 

*  fel,  Aflent,  or  Adherence  of  them  that  were  attainted 

*  or  judged  in  this  Parliament,  for  all  Things  they  had 

*  done,  were  pardoned,  except  thofe  therein  named/ 

A  third  Petition  was  delivered  by  them  in  the  fame 
Parliament,  *  That  the  Appeals,  Purfuits,  Accufations, 

*  Procefs,  Judgments,  and  Executions  made  and  given 

*  in  this  Parliament,  (hould  be  approved,  affirmed,  and 

*  eftabliflied,  notwithftanding  the  Lords  Spiritual  were 

*  abfent ;  and  that,  by  Imagination,  Interpretation,  or 

*  any  other  Means,  none  of  the  fame  be  reverfed,  bro- 

*  ken,  or  annulled   in  any   Manner ;   and  whofbever 

*  Ihotild  endeavour  to  break,  annul,  or  reverfc  any  of 

*  them,  fliou{d  be  adjudged  to  have  Execution   as  a 

*  Traitor,  provided  always  that  this  Acceptance,  Ap* 

*  probation.  Affirmance,  and  Eftablifliment,  touching 

*  Appeals,  Purfuits,  Accufations,  Procefs,  Judgments, 

*  and  Executions  be  in  Force  in  this  Cafe  only,  and  that 

*  they  be  not  drawn  into  Example  or  Confequencc  for 

*  the  future.    And  divers  Points  were  declared  forTrea- 

*  fon  in  that  Parliament,  which  were  not  declared  by' 

*  Statute  before ;  yet  no  Juftice  (hould  have  Power  to 

*  give  Judgment  in  other  Cafes  of  Treafon,  nor  in  other 

*  Manner  than  they  had  before  the  Beginning  of  this 

*  Parliament.' 

Another  Petition  was,  •  That  tionc  of  the  Traitors 

*  attainted  by  the  Appeal  or  Accufations  of  th?  Com- 

*  nK)ns,  who  were  then  alive,  fhould  ever  be  reftorcd  to 

*  the  Law,  by  Pardon  or  any  other  Manner,  faving  ihe 
C  439  ]      *  Grace  and  Pardon  that  was  made  in  this  Parliament; 

*  and  any  one  that  fliould  endeavour  to  have  fuch  a 

*  Thing  done,  (hould  be  judged,  and  have  Execution, 

*  as  a  Traitor.* 

The  Anfwer  to  all  thefe  Petitions  was,  That  the  Kin^y 
by  the  Ajfent  of  the  Lords  and  Commons ^  granted  their 
Petitions  in  all  Points^  and  willed  his  Grant  Jhould  he 
firm  andjlahle^  according  to  the  Contents  of  the  Petitions^ 
without  BlemiJJjy  for  ev4r. 

Then 
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Then  the  Commons  prayed  the  King,  «  That,  for^  ^'chard  a, 

*  the  fecuring  of  Peace  and  Quiet  for  the  future  in  all 
^  Parts  of  the  Nation,  be  would  pleafe  to  renew  his 

*  Coronation  Oath,  and  that  the  Prelates  might  renew 

*  their  Fealty,  and  the  Lords  Temporal  their  Homag^y 

*  notwithftanding  they  had  done  it  before ;  which  was 
«  alfo  aflented  to.' 

The  Preparation  and  IntroduAion  to  this  Great  Ce- 
remony was  with  the  Mafs  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  fung  in 
the  Church  oi  Wejiminjiir  on  the  3d  of '^^'ff^f^eingtbeTheKiiigfe- 
iaift  Day  of  the  Parliament*     After  Mafs  was  ended,  n«wt  hit  Coio- 
and  a  Sermon  preached  by  the  Archbifliop  of  CanterSury,  ^^'^^^ 
the  King,  of  his  free  Will,  renewed  his  Coronation  ProcMdmg*  of 
Oath,  with  gre^t  Solemnity,  in  the  faid  Church;  attHisPuliament* 
which  Time  the  Prelates  fwore  Fealty  to  him,  and  the 
Temporal  Lords  did  him  Homage;  after  which  the  Pre- 
lates, Lords,  and  Commons  openly  took  a  new  Oathf 
as  followeth : 

O^  O  U  JhaU  fwtar  that  you  wlU  not  ajfent^  nor  fuffer^  Both  Honret 
-*     as  much  as  in  you  liesj  that  any  Judgment  j  Statute  j  or  (ymt  to  fupport 
Ordinance  J  made  in  this  prefent  Parliament^  ftSall  in  tfj)y  **^^«^^««^ 
Manner  be  annulled^  reverjedj  or  appealed^  inanyTime^      ^ 
to  come  I  and  further^  that  you  will  fupport  the  good  Laws 
end  Ufages  of  the  Kingdom^  andy  to  your  Power ^  firmly 
keepy  and  caufe  to  he  kept^  the  good  Peace^  ^iet^  and 
Tranquillity  of  the  Kingdom  j  without  difturhing  it  in  any 
Manner.     So  God  you  belpy  and  the  Holy  Saints. 

Then  the  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury  and  Prelates 
excommunicated  all  fuch  as  ihould  break  the  Peace  and 
Quiet  of  the  Realm,  and  do  contrary  to  this  Oath« 
which  was  not  only  taken  by  every  Member  of  both 
Houfes,  but  alfo  impofcd  upon  all  Gentlemen  and  dig-     t  440  3 
nificd  Pjerfons  of  the  Clergy  in  all  Counties  in  England; 
and  upon  all  the  Mayors,  Bailiffs,  and  Aldermen  of^****?^??^ 
Cities,  Boroughs,  and  Towns,  by  the  King's  Writ  di- ^jJa'Trl^- 
reeled  to  the^heriiF;  and  one  fpecial  Commiffioner  to«dtotiiccthe 
adminifter  it.  ««w  Oath,  anA 

Thus  ended  this  famous  Parliament,  called,  by  fome^il^TtSm. 
Hiftorians,  The  Parliament  that  wrought  ff^onders^  bymunicatcd. 
others.  The  mercilefs  Parliament^  after  a  longer  Seffion 
than  any  we  have  yet  met  wit^j,  having  fat,  with  a  Ihort 

Vol,.  I.  G  g  Pro- 
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lt.tuasrdXL  Prorogation,  near  five  Months.  The  three  Eftates  of 
the  Realm  parted  feemingly  in  very  good  Humour;  the 
Ifords  and  Commons  gave  their  moft  humble  Thanks  to 
the  Ring  for  his  great  Juftice  done;  and  his  Majefty,  by 
the  Chancellor,  returned  the  Compliment  for  their  libe- 
ral Grants:  After  which  the  Knights  and  fiurgcfies 
were  ordered  to  fue  out  Writs  for  their  Expences,  which 
would,  in  all,  amount  to  a  very  confiderable  Sum  in 
thofeDays. 

The  King,  notwithftanding  the  Severity  ufed  againft 
his  Minifters  in  the  laft  Parliament,  thought  fit  to  call 
another  the  very  fame  Year,  on  the  Day  after  the  Na- 
AiWlt«Ni*.tlvhy  of  the  Bleffcd  Virgin,  or  SepUinbir  q^  to  meet 
*^^'        at  Cathbridge.     So  we  are  told  by  old  Hiftorians;  but  as 
Ai  CsmMdgi.  there  is  no  £ntry  of  fuch  on  the  Rolls,  and  only  the 
Summons  to  the  Peers  given  in  the  Abridgement  of 
them,  we  much  doubt  whether  this  was  a  Parliament  or 
only  a  Great  Council  of  Peers  called  together,  as  had 
been  ufed  before  on  fome  Occalions.   But,  however  this 
may  be,  titnry  Knyghtan  calk  it  a  Parliament,  and  fays 
there  was  granted  to  the  King  in  it  half  a  Tenth  firom 
the  Clergy,  and  half  a  Fifteenth  from  the  Laity,  in  order 
tb  carry  bn  the  War  a|atnft  Scotland  for  the^xt  Year. 
Mr.  Cottier  writes,  mat  a  Fifticenth  was  given  by  the 
t^aity  this  Parliament,  on  Condition  the  Clergy  would 
|rant  a  Tenth :  fiut  that  the  Archbifhop  and  his  Suf- 
n*agani,  looking  upon  this  Precedent  as  a  neW  Incum- 
brance  upon  their  Property,  refufed  to  be  ti^d  to  it;  up- 
on which  the  Conditional  Claufe  was  thrown  out  of  the 
Bill  •. 

It  is  faid  alfo  diat  feveral  new  Statutes  were  made  for 
llbt  common  Benefit  of  the  People,  and  others  renewed 
Which  had  been  ena£led  in  the  Time  of  Edward  VLL 
the  prefent  King^s  Grandfather ;  particularly  the  Sta- 
tutes of  Labourers  and  Day-Servants;  of  Bailiffs  and  all 
SherifB'  Oi&cers;  of  Provifors  agahift  gohig  out  of  the 
Land  to  the  Pcme,  to  prqcure  the  Grant  of  any  Bcnc- 
licei  in  England  without  the  King^s  l.eave,  ott  Penalty 
I  441  }  of  being  put  out  of  his  Protedion ;  a^inft  Beggars ;  and 
asainft  riding  armed,  and  giving  of  Liveried  to  great 
Retinues;  and,  laftly,  about  regulating  Apparel  fuitable 
t«  every  Man's  diftin£^  Rank  and  Quality.     This  laft 
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AffaiTy  Knygbton  fays,  was  abfolutdf  neceSaiy  ^^t  tn  ^Mtnllh 
Time ;  for  there  was  fo  mttch  Writ  amongft  the  ooni- 
hion  People  in  vymg  with  one  ttkiother  In  Oidk  ^md 
Ornaments,  that  it  was  ksrccpcAblt  to  difHngulAitthe 
Poor  from  the  Rich,  the  Servant  from  the  Maltor,  6r 
a  Prieft  from  another  Man.  The  twhole  Statute  idblF, 
delating  to  thefe  Things,  and  in  its  orighial  Lafigtu^e, 
may  be  fovtnd  m  that  Author  f. 

AfFan^  Went  on  very  quieiily  for  fomreTilne;  btit^e 
King,  coming  t>f  Age,  toc^  Ocodion  to  dcfclidre  at  in 
Council  c,  and  told  them,  Tbatpict  ht  was  now  capai^  'TIm  Rjag  de« 
of  managing  his  Mrerifana  himfetf^  it  was  not  ft  that  Ar^JJ^*'*"^**'^ 
fiou/d  be  in  a  worfi  Condition  thlan  any  ^ubjeif  in  Us  Kif^*  ^^ 
idom^  or  tiny  eommm  Heir  to  an  EJtdU.  It  is  well  knowk^ 
added  he,  that  for  many  Tears  1  twUe  lived  "under  your 
Tutelage  and  Oovernance^  and  fer  ihe  Pains  you  beroe 
taken  therein  we  thank  you ;  but  now^  taving  efttained  i$ 
aur  legal  Age^  we  are  refohed  to  bi  no  logger  in  Ward'i 
4mt  to  take  the  Govtmm^nt  of  the  Realm  into  our  otvn 
Hands  J  to  appoint  fuch  Officers  etnd  Mtnifi&s'asweihhik 
ifty  and  to  remove  others  at  oiir  Plifajure.  Accofdin^y^ 
to  give  them  a  Tafte  of  Ws  Pow^  and  Authority,  ^hfe 
removed  the  Chancellor  and  the  ortier  Grctft  Officers 
from  theirPlaces :  He  likewtfe  dHmiSed Ms  t7ncle€^i^- 
cejler  and  the  Earl  of  ft^arwick  from  the  Oountil  Boarft, 
*fplaced  the  Earl  of  ^undek  ffom1:feing  Aditiiral,  tho* 
\entrufted  whh  that  Charge  by  ParliBfmfcht,  and  gave  tt*td 
a  new  Favourite,  the  Ezti  of  Huntingdon.  In  all  this,  ftj% 
t)ne  Author,  the  King,  tho*  he  was^ifit  Age^  yrt  ftewed 
hitnfelf  a  Minor  in  the  Art  of  Gdvenliiig,  'bjr  tnaking  4k 
bad  a  Choice  6f  new  Mrnffters  and  l^votrrhes;  as  m  k 
&ort  Time  brought  the  Nation  into  great  Coriftifion  *. 

This  Affair  iuippened  in  JliSoy,  (1389,  <aiid  the  ikme     r  ^^  ^ 
Year  Writs  were  iffued  out,  *dated  December  6,  far  tht     *^  ^    •' 
calling  a  Parliament  to  meet  at  H^efbnittfiir  abmrt  iJie^^J^««»i  ^U 
Middle  oi  January  following.     Willimn  of  Wickban^       ^^^^\ 
Bi&op  of  fvincbeflery  the  new  Lotd^hamxllor,  1>y  the  ^'^^V^'^fif^* 
King's  Comnvand,  opened  the  Caufe  of  the  Summons  to 
the  Eftates,  *  D«clartng  the  King  to  be  of  full  Age,  and 

*  that  he  intended  to  govern  hb  People  in  Peace  and 

G  g  .2  Quietf 

'  Knygbton,  coL  ^729,  &e, 

C  Uid.  col.  1735.     ^**'  7^^'  Bafxard,  p*  ag* 

•  *  Tyrrtl,  p.  938. 
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K.  Rithsri  XL  <  Qukt ;  to  do  Juftice  and  Right  to  all  Men ;  and  tbat 
^  both  Clergy  and  Laity  (hould  enjcw  all  their  Liberties*' 
He  further  told  them*  ^  That  the  lungdom  being  envi- 

*  roned  with  Enemies  in  Franc$^  Spain,  and  GuUnne  on 
^  one  Side,  and  SatJand  and  Inland  of  the  other,  it  was 
«  now  their  Bofinefs  to  confult  which  Way  Peace  was 
.^  to  be  hads  pr  a  proper  Defence  made  againft  them : 

^     ^  Likewife  how  an  Aid  was  to  be  had  to  fiiftain  the 

*  Charges  thereof,  without  which  nothing  could  be  done/ 

January  the  aoth,  being  the  fourth  Day  of  thb  Par- 
liament, the  Biibop  of  Winchifler  delivered  up  the  Seals 
of  his  Office  to  the  King,  bdfore  both  Houfes ;  as  did 
alfo  the  Bifhop  of  St.  uaviis^  being  Treafurer,  the 
Keys  of  the  Exchequer;  and  prayed  tlut  they  mi^t  be 
4lifi:harged.  After  which  Reugnation  it  was  openly  de- 
clared, in  fiill  Parliament,  ^  That  if  any  Perfon  could 
<  juftly  complain  of  any  illegal  Adion,  or  any  Thing 

*  done  amifs  by  them  in  their  feveral  0£ces,  they  might 
*•  freely  do  it.'  But  when  both  the  Lords  and  Commons 
anfwer'd,  <  That  they  knew  nothing  amifs  againfl  them, 

/  ^  and  that  they  had  l>ehaved  themfelves  well  in  their  re- 

*  fpedive  Offices,'  the  King  thereupon  delivered  back  the 
Seal  and  the  Keys  of  the  Exchequer,  to  the  aforefaid  Bi- 
ibops,  and  alio  received  all  thofe  to  be  his  Counfellors 
that  were  fo  before,  together  with  his  Uncles  of  Lan^- 
xajlir  and  Gtouajtir.  However,  he  thought  proper  to 
jOk^kit  a  Protefbtioo,  That,  fir  any  Thing  thin  d§ne,  hi 
fufould  kitp  or  nmavt  any  of  thofe  ComfeUors  at  his  PUafura 

•  The  Proceedings  of  this  Parliament,  after  what  it 
|>aft,  turn  wholly  on  trying  Caufes  about  private  Afiairs, 
aintill  Wedmfday  the  id  Day  of  March,  when  the  Lords 
and  Commons  granted  the  King,  for  the  Defeiure  of  the 
Kealm,  an  Aid,  which  confifted  in  the  following  Subfi- 
les, to  continue  for  one  Year ;  that  is  to  fay,  on  every 
Sack  of  WooU  exported  out  of  the  Realm,  befide  the 
antient  Cufbm  of  half  a  Mark,  33  r«  4  d.  of  Denizens, 
-jx,  •nd  36  r.  i  d.  of  Aliens ;  of  every  Laft  of  Leather  ex- 
A  StM^y.  norted,  above  die  old  Duty  of  one  Mark,  five  Marks  of 
Natives,  and  five  Marks  and  a  Half  of  Strangers ;  and 
of  everv  240  Wooll-fells,  i^r •  above  what  was  paid  of 
half  a  Mark,  331.  4^.  of  Denizens,  and  j6  j«  8^.  of 
Aliens ;  of  every  Ton  of  Wine  exported  or  imported,  3  j. 
and  of  all  other  Merchandizes^  except  what  is  mention'd 

above^ 
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above,  and  excepting  Vitals,  Cloatbs,  and  Harnefi  car-  K.*iiliiri  n. 

rying  to  the  Garrifons  of  Btnvicky  Roxiurgh^  and  Jtd^- 

burghy  6  d,  pit  Pound.     That  a  Treafiirer  ihould  be 

appointed  to  receive  and  keep  the  faid  Subfidies,  and 

diat  thev  (hall  not  be  expended,  but  on  Account  of  War^ 

and  in  Defence  of  the  Kingdom>  as  he  would  aafirep 

it  in  the  next  Parliament* 

The  next  Day  the  King  created  Jd)n  Duke  of  Znvv-* 
cqftir  Duke  of  Aquitain  in  Nsrmandy^  with  the  Confent 
of  the  Prelates,  Lords  Temporal,  and  Commons ;  to  ^ 
hold  the  faid  Dukedom  of  the  King,  faving  only  to  his  [  443  ] 
Majefty,  as  King  of  Frnnciy  the  dire^  Dominion,  Supe* 
liority,  and  Refiort  of  the  faid  Duchy.  The  Ceremony 
was  performed  in fiill Parliament,  Iqr  mveftinghim  with 
a  Cap,  a  Coroi>et,  and  a  Ducal  Rod*  The  Duke  paid 
Homaee  to  the  King,  and  humbly  thanked  him  for  the 
great  Honour  he  did  him ;  but  at  the  fame  Time  de* 
dared.  That  though  he  could  not  maintain  the  State  of  > 
the  Dukedom,  in  Time  of  War,  without  the  Aid  of  the 
King  and  Realm,  however  he  would  do  what  he  could 
to  the  utmoft  of  his  Power.  Whereupon  the  King  told 
the  Duke,  That  tU  Charges  Jbould  h  birm  as  hi  and 
bis  Council  could  agroe.  To  whidi  the  Commons  wil* 
Jingly  affcnted  *. 

At  this  Time  alfo,  by  Cdnfent  of  Parliament,  the 
King  created  Edwardy  eldeft  Son  to  the  Duke  of  Toriy 
Karl  of  Rutland^  and  gave  him,  towards  the  Support  0I 
this  Dignity,  and  during  his  Father's  Life,  800  Marks< 
yearly,  ifTuing  out  of  the  Caftle,  Town,  and  Demelhea 
of  Okihamj  in  that  County,  with  the  Office  of  Sheriff! 

The  two  Archbifhops  of  Canterbury  and  Tori^  fo**--  -,- 
themfelves  and  the  whole  Clergy  of  their  Provinces,  ^*^J^,P^ 
made  Proteftation  in  open  Parliament,  ^  That  they  nei-  Lawforieftraia- 

*  ther  intended  or  would  aflent  to  any  Statute  or  Law  wg  *«  Popc*» 

•  to  be  maile  againft  the  Pope's  Authority  5'  which  Pro-  ^^^* 
teftatton,  at  their  Requeft,  was  entered  upon  the  Roll  ''• 

G  g  3  SoBie 

I  The  Style  of  i^p  Duke  of  Laneaft^r,  tftcr  this,  wm  y$hmt  tUS^m^ 
thfi  King  of  England,  Dukt  of  Guienne  or  Aquitain,  mmA  Lancaftery  Emrl 
•J  Derby,  l«incoln, « «i  LeiceAer,  and  Stnoard  0/*  England*    Mn'd^*  343* 

k  It  appears  by  the  King*t  Writ,  direded  to  the  Archbiftop  of  CanttT'* 
ittry,  preferved  in  the  Pkhiic  ABt  uikder  this  Title,  Cmitrn  Nonitatet  tf' 
Jv^tiotut  PafaJis,  that  tn  Inhibition  wai  iffued  out  againft  thofe  £xac* 
tiont,  ^md  the  Penalty  exprelTod,  as  by  Ad  of  Parliament,  that  the  Colr 
le^ori  of  them  ihould  be  adjudged,  and  fuffer  Pe^th,  as  Traitors.  This 
Writ  is  dated  0^.  20^  ^«i  Re^^,  z  3, 1 3S9,   Fmd,  Ang.  Torn*  VII»  p.  644* 
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SooieHifloriAiis  Write,  that  ao  h&  was  paflS^l  iit  this 
BadiaowBt,  wbkh,  amoagft  other  Things,  prohibite4 
tbtf  Ki«gfro«  extending  hM  Pardon  to  any  Perfons  con- 
liAed  of  Murder ;  a«d  a  Penalty  awarded  againft  any 
tb«c  AoiiU  feUick  the  King  thereto,  vi%.  That  if  it  was 
IbDuke  or  Archbiflipp  be  fhould  fovfeit  to  the  King 
1000/.  if  an  Earl,  or  Bifliop,  looo  Marks,  ^c*  But 
fiur  greateft  Part  of  this  is  a  Miftake,  and  the  Matter  was 
ikusiy  as  appears  hy  the  Record :  The  Commons  having 
ofa£srved  that  the  King's  Pardons  were  an  Encourage^ 
SBent  to  Murders,  Treafens,  and  Rapes,  petitioned  the 
King  that  he  would  oUigc  himfeif  not  to  grant  any  Par* 
^lons^  for  thofe)  Crimes.  The  King  refuied,  by  reafoa 
he  would  not  depiive  his  Crown  of  a  Branch  of  Prero- 
gative which  his  Anccftors  bad  ever  enjoyed ;  Jbut  yet 
magreed  to  pafr  an  Afi,  in  EflFed  the  fame.  That  in 
allPm-dons  uAicb  be  grantid  tbt  Crime  Jbndd  he  fpecified^ 
tbt  Perjirfs  Name y  at  whefe  Suit  it  was  granted^  endorfed^ 
OMd  the  Penalty  m  thefe  who  precured  fifth  a  Par  den  as 
dhwe  rdated*  So,  thoii^h  the  King  had  iHIl  his  Power  to 
pacdon,  yet  die  SoUicitors  for  them  were  fo  difcomaged, 
ckat  their  Nmnber  was  much  reduced;  for,  as  ao  Hifto- 
rian  hetae  remarks,.  Kings  feldom  grant  Pardons  but  witli 
importunate  Afking  ^ 

The  Court  of  Rome  had  alfo  fome  Shackles  put  upon 
its  Powier,  by  reviving  the  Sutute  of  Provifi>rs,  inade 
%^  Edward  IIL  and  a  Penalty  laid  on  him  that  fliould 
accept  a  Benefice  contrary  to  that  Statute :  Likewife  a 
Forfbiture  awarded  againft  any  who  ibould  bring  a  Sum- 
mons or  Excommunication  againft  any  Perfon  on  the 
Provifi>rs,  and  on  a  Prelate  for  executing  of  it  ^.  Thi^ 
Parbament  ended  the  fame  Day  the  Subftdy  was  grant- 
ed^  visu  on  the  2d  Day  of  Marchy  paving  (at  near  fix 
Weeks. 

Thioffs  cotitinuing  ftiU  very  peaceable  at  home,  it 
was  the  fCing's Concern  to  make  it  fo  abroad  ;  for  after 
ftveral  Preparations  for  an  Invafion  of  this  Kingdom, 

which 

t  Sem*  Daniel  10  Keniut.p,  a66.  Statuta  st  Urge,  13  Richard  II. 
Kot.  Parf.   13  Richard  II.  ISfo.  44. 

n  Statutes  at  targt,  it  Rkhard  IX. 

By  another,  (cap*  3  )  there  is  a  Penalty  awarded  againft  hnn  that  bring- 
«tB  a  Snmnpons  or  £cconiinanication  againft  any  Petfon  upon  the  Statute 
fl  Provifors,  and  of  a  Prelate  executing  it.  Statutts  at  /arge,  13  Ricp,  1^« 
Oltier'M  Ece/^ajlicai  Mtjhrjf  Vol.  I*  p.  59S» 
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which  were  all,  by  one  Accident  pr  another,  ren<}ercd'^/^*«*^  n« 
abortive,  the  French  entirely  defiflcd  from  any  ThpugbW 
of  that  Enterprize,  and  feemed  inclinable  to  tre^r  of 
Peace.    To  that  End  the  King  fumiOQned  a  Parli^- 
Bient  to  meet  at  fViJlminPiry  Hovimkfr  i%^  in  the  Year 

1390- 

.,  ■  ^ 

The  Bifhop  of  Wincbefin^  Lord-Chancellor,  i|i';iAiinoRcgnii4« 
long  and  eloquent  Oration,  fays  our  Authority  ^^  on  the        i39i« 
King's  good  Government,  told  tbeoi,  '  Th^t  th^  «hicf  At  W^tfifr, 
<  Caufe  of  the  Summons  was  concerning  a  Tnice  m%A% 
^  with  Francis  and  towards  Candlemas  the  King  WQMi4 

*  fend  Commiffioners  over  to  treat  of  z  final  Peace/ 
He  faid,  <  That  the  Scots  had  been  moved  to  come  into 

*  this  Truce,  which  they  refufed ;  fo  there  was  nothing 
^  but  War  to  be  expedted  from  thence ;  the  Charges 
^  whereof,  with  that  of  Ireland^  keeping  th^  King's 

*  Fortrefles  abroad,  and  the  Seas  at  home,  were  fogreat, 

*  that  the  King  could  by  no  Means  without  their  Aid 
^  fuftain  it:  Wherefore  be  defired  themtaconfiilt  about 

*  thefe  Particulars,  as  well  as  the  niaking  Ordinacei  fpr 

*  good  Laws,  fe^f.' 

We  are  not  told  what  Reception  this  News  met  with 
^om  the  Lords  and  Commons,  but  we  may  fuppoTa 
that,  from  the  long  Continuance  of  this  bloody  and  ex- 
penfive  War  with  Prance^  any  Account  of  a  Peace  would 
be  very  acceptable  to  them.  To  that  End,  and  to  havo 
the  King  ready  for  War  alfo,  if  there  (hould  be  Occa- 
fion,  on  the  third  of  Deamber  the  Lords  and  Commons 
granted  the  largeft  Aid,  and  to  continue  for  the  longeft 
Time,  of  any  that  had  been  given  before :  For  they 
riot  only  augmented  the  Subfidies  on  Woollsj  l^c,  with  ^  ^^  SubJ^y, 
the  Tonnage  and  Poundage,  but  alfo  ordained.  That 
they  (bould  continue  for  three  Years,  from  the  Feaft  of 
St.  Andrew  ntxt  coming,  on  Condition  the  Staple  at 
Calais  fhould  be  again  removed  froi^  thence,  and  fixed' 
in  fome  Port  of  this  Kingdom,  to  remain  perpetually  in 
that  Station "", 

In 

n  Rot.  Pari.  li^Ricb.  11.  N».  i. 

o  The  Tax  now  laid  was,  on  every  Sack  of  Wodl,  41 «.  4</.  for  Deol* 
zens  5  for  Aliens,  46*.  8  d.  on  every  Laft  of  Leather,  fix  Marks  for  De- 
nizens, and  (even  Marks  for  Aliens  j  on  every  240  WooU-fella,  &c* 
43/.  4//«  for  D^niftns,  and  461.  7^.  for  Aliens  ^  Wine  tl^  fame  as  bo* 
foir  J  but  AlerchandiK,  izd,  per  Found* 
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JC,  Ricbsrd  II.      In  this  Parliament,  (ays  Knyghton^  a  profane  Statute 

-      ^  -     was  made  againft  the  Church  and  Priefts  thereof  i*,  vi%, 

I  44''  J     <  That  no  l^lefiaftical  Perfon  {hould  be  capable  to  take 

*'  and  poflefs  any  Bequeft  of  Manors,  Glebe,  HouGcs, 

^  Liands,  or  any  other  Rents  or  Pofleffions,  without  a 

*  ipecial  Licence  from  the  King,  and  the  Capital  Lords 

<  thereof.'  And  this  Statute,  adds  he,  extended  as  well 
to  Parifli-Churches,  Chapels,  and  Chantries,  as  to  Ab« 
bies.  Priories,  and  all  Sorts  of  Monafteries  ;  likewife  to 
Citizens,  BurgefTes,  Townfmen,  and  Villagers,  who 
had  any  fuch  Rents  in  their  Pofleffion  for  the  Ufes  afore* 
faid.  For  it  was  the  Cuftom,  fays  our  Authority,  in 
thofe  Days,  that  when  any  Perfon  wanted  to  befiovT 
foinething  upon  the  Church,  in  order  to  fave  the  Trouble 
and  Expence  of  a  Licence,  and  at  the  fame  Time  to 
avoid  the  Penalty  of  the  Mortmain  Ad,  they  u<ed  to 
leave  it  to  certain  Perfoos,  whom  they  could  truft,  un- 
der whofe  Names  the  Church  enjoyed  the  full  Benefit  of 
the  Bequeft:  But,  by  this  Statute,  it  was  enaded,  ^  That 
^  if  any  Perfon  or  Perfons  whatfoever,  Prieft  or  Layman, 

Sututc  for  re-  *  **^  ^"7  '^^^  Manors,  Rent«,  Lands,  tfr.  for  fuch 

ibainiBg  the     *  Ufes,  and  did  not  take  a  Licence  for  them  from  the 

g^ichei  of  the    <  King  and  the  Capiul  Lords  <rf  fuch  Pofleffions,  ac- 

^^'  <  cording  to  the  Statute  of  Mertmain^  before  Michaeimas 

^  next  coming,  that  then  all  fuch  Lands,  &r.  fbould  be 

<  abfolutely  forfeited  to  the  King  and  the  faid  Capital 

<  Lords  \  and  they  might  enter  upon,  feize,  and  poflefk 

*  the  fame  for  ever.*  Thus  (by  thi)  wicked  Statute, 
as  the  Canon  calls  it)  there  was  an  effetSual  Stop  put  to 
this  extraordinary  Piece  of  Amplified  Sophiftry. 

Another  Ecclefiaftic^  Afi^ir  came  upon  the  Tapis. 
f  447  1  ^'  Parliament  «•  The  CoMtoiRoTne  found  itielf  much 
I  i-t/  J  jpgdrained  by  the  feveral  Statutes  formerly  made  againft 
Provifors ;  by  which,  with  the  Pr/TDua/m  annexed,  the 
Clergy,  if  they  would  have  been  faithful  to  themfelvcs, 
might  have  intirely  prevented  thofe  Papal  Encroach-* 
ments.  The  Schifm  ftiU  continued  in  the  Roman  Churchy 

and 

f  Jn  iJU  Parliamtnto  tihttm  efi  profgnum  Statutum  CiHtra  Ecclefism  tt 
M^defia  Perfomi,  &c.     Knygbun,  col.  2738* 

This  Statute  is  not  printed  amongft  the  Statutes  at  large,  nor  is  it  on  the 
Jt»/7«.  Poflibljr  it  might  W  left  out  by  the  ^f  anagement  of  the  Priefthood^ 
pf  whofe  Influence,  in  this  Kt£^€t,  there  is  a  mo^  flagrant  lafiaiice  in  thft 
itii  year  of  this  King's  Reign.     Sec  before  p.  37  J,  397. 

$  r,  fyaifingham,  Jub  b^c  Jnn%n 
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and  the Fr/nr^  King  ftill  in  the  Intereft  of  Benedia  XIII.  K.  Richard  lU 
called  the  Anti-Pope,  zf^zxn^  Bonifaa  IX.  who  had  been 
elected  Pope  at  Rome^  inftead  of  Urban  lately  deceafed. 
The  new  PontiflF,  to  whom  the  King  and  Englijh  Na- 
tion adhered,  fent  a  Kuncio  to  King  Mjchardy  with  great 
Compliments  in  Commendation  of  his  Devotion,  and 
that  of  his  Predeceflors,  towards  Holy  Church ;  but, 
wichall,  complaining  of  thofe  late  Inv^fions,  as  he  was 
pleafed  to  call  them,  of  Eccleilaftical  Liberties ;  urging 
him  not  only  to  repeal  thofe  Laws,  but  by  no  Means  to 
make  Peace  with  the  French  King,  unlefs  he  would  dif- 
own  and  no  longer  aillfl  his  Antagonift.    • 

The  King  received  the  Nuncio  very  civilly,  but  for 
Anfwer  to  his  MeiTage  put  him  off  to  his  Parliament ; 
aind  tho'  his  Majefiy  and  the  Duke  of  Lancafier  feemed 
willing  to  gratify  the  Pope,  yet  the  Commons  abfolutely 
refufed  to  confent  that  any  Perfon  (hould  go  to  Ronu  to 
acquire  Benefices  in  England :  But,  that  they  might  not 
feem  to  flight  his  Holinefs's  Requefl  too  much,  they 
yielded  that  it  might  be  connived  at,  though  not  without 
the  King's  Licence,  and  only  to  the  next  Parliament. 
That  is,  as  one  Hiflorian  writes.  The  King,  by  his  Pro- 
clamation, had  a  Power  given  him  to  difpenfe  with  the 
Execution  of  the  Statute  till  the  next  Parliament :  By 
which  Conceifion,  adds  he,  though  the  Pope  gained 
not  fo  much  as  he  defired,  yet  he  had  his  Ends  \  it  be- 
ing not  very  material  whether  the  Lion  be  dead  or  no» 
if  his  Claws  be  cut  ofFand  his  Teeth  knocked  out  $  for  ' 

it  is  all  one  for  a  Law  not  to  be  at  all,  as  not  to  be  exe- 
cuted ^ 

An  A£t  was  alfo  pafTed  this  SefHon,  which  has  flnce 
done  great  Service  to  the  Clerey,  and  was  that  of  Ap- 
propriations *.  It  feems  that,  before  this  Parliament,  it  [  448  } 
was  lawful  to  appropriate  the  whole  Fruits  and  Profits  of 
any  Benefice  to  a  Religious  Houfe,  upon  Condition  that 
the  Abbot  or  Prior  took  Care  to  have  the  Cure  tolerably 
fupplied  by  his  Monks  or  Friars  of  the  Houfe.  This 
bred  many  Inconveniences  ;  as  that  Hofpitality  was  ne- 
gleded,  the  Churches  and  Redories  dilapidated,  and 
Miniflers  very  often  wanting ;  of  which  Grievances  the 
Commons -complained,  and  procured  this  A6t,  '  That 

•in 

r  Sam*  Daaith  by  Bi/hop  Kenneth  p.  268. 
•  Statutes  at  large^  jJttno  24  Rich*  11.  cap.  €• 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


474  ^^  Parliamentary  History 

K.  Richard  II.  <  Jn  cvcry  Licence  to  be  made  hereafter  in  Chancery,  for 
Another  on  the*  ^^^  Appropriation  of  any  Church,  the  Bifliop  of  the 
•ppropriatinf  *  Diocefe  (bould  have  Power  to  referve  a  convenient 
JBeneficet  to  Re-  <  Sum  of  Moncy  out  of  thc  Fruits  and  Profits  of  it,  tQ 
ligioHt  Houies.  «  f^^ftj^jn  ^(jg  po^r  Parilhioners  of  thc  faid  Church,  and 

*  to  endow  a  perpetual  Vicar  fufficientfy  to  fupply  the 

*  Cure  of  Soufs/  This  Aft,  fays  the  Hiftorian  before 
ouoted,  or  rather  the  Prelate  his  Annotator,  was  the 
Original  of  moft  of  our  Vicarages ;  which,  tho'  they  are 
a  contemptible  Maintenance  for  the  Clergy,  efpccialh 
fince  the  Obventlons  of  the  Altar  arc  removed,  yet  tt 
has  proved  a  very  great  Support  to  the  Church  ;  the 
pooreft  Livings  often  producing  the  jnoft  painftil  and  la-^ 
Dorious  Minifters.  So  that  the  Nation,  adds  he,  hath 
great  Reafon  to  applaud  this  Adl,  becaufe  our  Gover- 
nors, ever  flnce,  have  been  fo  negligent  in  providing  a 
better ;  for,  if  this  was  not  in  Being,  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  the  Church  would  have  had  no  Provifion  at  all  in 
Abundance  of  Places  where  Vicarages  arc  eftabliflied  ^ 

The  Dukes  of  York  and  Ghucejier  defired  the  King's 
Bounty  of  looo/.  a  Year  Lands  to  each  of  them,  ac- 
cording to  his  Promife,  to  be  granted  in  Tail  fpeciaL 
The  &ing  hereupon  ordered  his  Juilices  to  draw  up 
fuch  an  Affignment,  and  commanded  that  his  Uncles 
Should,  in  the  mean  Time,  be'  duly  paid  their  Pen- 
fions. 

,  It  appears  upon  the  Roll  to  be  remembered.  That 
the  Prelates,  Lords  Temporal,  and  Commons,  prayed 
the  King  in  full  Parliament,  *  That  the  Royalty  and 

*  Prerogative  of  him  and  his  Crown  might  always  be  fafc 
P  4.4Q  1  *  ^"^  preferved  inviolable  ;  and  that  if  any  Thing  bad 
\  ^tV  J     « jjggj^  j^^^  ^^  attempted  to  thc  contrary  it  might  be 

*  r^drcffed  and  amended.    And,  further,  that  he  be  as 

*  free  in  his  Time  as  any  of  his  Noble  Progenitors  had 

*  ever  been  In  theirs.'  Which  Prayer,  fays  our  Autho- 
rity, fecming  fo  jyft  and  reafonable",  the  King  granted 
in  all  its  Points.  After  thefe  and  all  other  Matters 
before  them  were  drfpatched,  the  Lords  and  Commons, 
in  a  Body,  made  their  humble  Acknowledgments  to  the 
King  for  his  good  Government,  and  for  the  great  Fer- 
vour 

I  Ktnr.et  in  Sa^»  Daviel,  Avno  14  Rich.  If.  cap^  6* 
u  Sluelle  frier e  ftmhU  a  nojlre  Sef'gveur  le  J(<iy  h»tfit  €t  ratfixak/e,  fcc« 
^ot.  Pari,  14.  Rid,  11.  N©,  14,  38, 
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mm  and  Zeal  which  br  fliewed  for  his  People ;  and  lie  K.  tUch^rd  ih 
returned  bis  Thmiks  to  tbf  m  for  the  liberal  Grants 
which  they  had  made  him ;  and  fo  ended  this  Parlia* 
i^cnt  on  the  third  Day  of  Diomkir^  in  the  14th  Year 
of  this  Reign. 

One  «i^ht  imapnct  froa  the  Conclufion  of  this  and 
the  next  Parliament,  that  there  was  now  fo  9a\8t  an 
Unbn  between  the  King  and  his  Subje^  that  the  Knot 
was  tndiflbluble :  But  a  very  few  Years  more  (hewed, 
too  plainly,  the  dire£l  contrary,  by  an  Example  which 
^1  future  Kings  ought  to  have  ever  before  their  £ye^, 
^  an  Inftance  that  popular  AiFedion  is  not  to  be  kept 
pp  without  repeated  A£h  of  good  Condu^  to  deferve  it. 
But  the  Han^ony  which  then  fubfifted  between  this 
ICing  and  his  Parliaments  is  attributed,  and  perhaps 
very  joftly,  by  a  late  Hiftoriao,  to  the  good  Counfel  and 
l£ndeavours  of  fyUliam  ^  IVUkbam^  Biibop  of  mn- 
^htfttr^  his  Chancellor.  The  Biographer  of  thb  Pre* 
late  ^,  wbofe  Work  may  be  called  a  very  judicious, 
fDOmpIiete,  and  learned  P^ibrmance,  tells  us  that  he  did 
reftore  public  Traoquilli^  ;  and  that  he  had  the  Satif- 
fadion  of  leaving  it  fo  when  he  quitted  hiis  Office  of 
Chancellor,  which  was  in  SipUmbtr^  1391*  In  his 
Place  was  put,  by  the  Kingi  Thomas  ArundtUy  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Y9rk\  a  Man  very  diiicrent  from  tbe  other, 
and  who  was  flrdngly  attached  to  the  Party  which  bred 
the  .late  Feuds  in  Parliament,  in  the  loth  and  nth  of 
this  Reign  ;  and  who  carried  on  the  fame  Spirit  {o  far  as 
to  be  the  principal  Mover  in  the  fucceeding  Revolution. 

By  an  Accidem  which  happened  next  Year,  the  Citi-  The  King  rei?e9 
zens  of  London  fell  under  the  King's  heavy  Difpleafure ;  the  Liberties  oS 
on  which  he  feiied  upon  the  City's  Liberties,  difplaced  |^^  City  of  l««- 
the  Mayor,  and  fent  him  a  clofe  Prifoner  to  IVindfor 
Caflie.     The  reft  of  his  Brethren,  with  the  Sherifis, 
were  alfo  clapt  up  in  difierent  Prifons;  and  thoueh, 
fome  Time  after,  they  were  difcbarged,  and  the  Kmg 
made  a  fplendid  Entry  into  the  City,  was  received  with 
great  Magnificence,  and  had  very  rich  Gifts  prefented 
to  him,  yet  he  exaSed  a  Fine  of  10,000/.  from  the 
Citizens  \  which  fevere  U(age  loft  him  the  Afiedions 
of  that  opulent  Body  of  People,  and  may  be  juftly  looked 
upon  as  a  Prelude  to  the  approaching  Revolution. 

In 

\  Roktrt  lAWtb,  p.  D.  Pf«be^^f7  of  Durham.    i)aaV9,L9nd,  1759.. 
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K,  Richard  n.      In  the  i^eenth  Year  of  this  King  a  ParKtment  was 

Anno  Regni  15.  ^^^  *o  mcct  at  tyeftminftiT  ofl  the  Day  after  All-Swb^ 

1391.        or  Nwimhtr  3 :   At  which  Meeting  the  Arcfabifhop 

AtWtfiminjltr.  ^^  ^^^^9  Tbomas  Afunditi^  Primate  and  Chancellor  of 

'  Englandj  declared  the  Caufe  to  be,  befides  the  ufiial  Ce- 

C'  45Q  ]     remony  of  Church,  Laws,  and  Peace,  for  ^  to  conlider 

*  how  to  raife  the  Price  of  Wooils,  then  too  much  de* 

*  bafed  \  and  how  the  Wars  might  be  msuntained  after 

*  the  Expiration  of  the  Truce.  Lallly,  in  regard  to 
^  the  Statute  of  Provifors,  that  the  Holy  Father  might 

*  no  longer  be  deprived  of  what  belonged  to  him ;  con- 
^  eluding  with  thefe  Words,  ReMite  quw  funt  Caefarts 

*  Cflefan,  //  qua  funt  Dei  Deo/ 

To  this  laft  AfFair  the  Commons^  for  the  great  Con« 
fidence  they  repofed  in  the  King,  gfanted  that  he,  by 
the  Advice  of  the.Lords  of  his  CwRiel,  might  msdce  any 
Alteration  touching  the^Statuce  of  Provifors,  as  to  him 
feemed  good,  till  the  Meeting  of  the  next  Parliament  i 
but  fo  as  that  Statute  might  not  be  repealed  in  any  Ar« 
tide,  nor  none  difturbed  in  his  lawful  Poflcffion ;  with 
this  Proteft,  <  That  as  their  AfTent  to  this  was  indeed  a 
^  Novelty,  they  prayed  that  it  might  be  no  Example/ 

The  Lords  and- Commons  granted  to  the  King  half 
a  Tenth  and  half  a  Fifteenth,  with  one  other  whole 
Tenth,  as  it  is  entiled,  and  one  Fifteenth,  with  many  fine 
A  Subfidy.  Compliments  made  on  his  good  Senfe  and  Government, 
conditionally,  that  if  the  lung  went  not  perfoimlly  into 
France  or  Scotland  againft  his  Enemies,  or  that  Peace 
was  made,  then  the  faid  Refidue  of  the  faid  Subfidies 
fhould  remain  to  be  employed  upon  the  fole  Defence  of 
the  Realm. 

The  Commons  alfo,  in  open  Parliament,  declared^ 

*  That  if  any  Truce  or  Treaty  of  Peace  was  undertaken 
'  with  the  King's  Enemies,  it  was  proper  the  Duke  of 
^  jlquitain^  as  the  mod  honourable,  fliould  go  to  the 

*  fame  Treaty/  The  King  anfwered.  That  he  defirei 
the  fame^  if  the  Dnke  pieajed\  which  he  confentod  to 
very  readily. 

The  2d  of  December^  ^hich  was  the  laft  Day  of  the 
Sitting  of  this  Parliament,  the  Lords  and  Commons  de« 
fired  the  King,  in  the  fame  Manner  as  in  the  two  laft 
Parliaments,  that  he  would  as  largely  enjoy  his  Prero^ 

gativo 
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gative  as  any  of  his  Pxedeccflbrs  ever  did,  notwithftand-  K-  RUhtrd  \u 
ing  any  Statute  to  the  contrary ;  and  particularly  that 
made^  at  Glouceftir  in  the  Time  of  King  Edward  II, 
•^hich  they  now  again  repealed. 

At  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  1393  *  *«  King  held  Anno  Regni  i6* 
a  High  Court  of  Parliament  at  Wmcbefttr^  when  the       '^^^^ 
Archbifhop  of  Tori^  by  the  King's  Appointment,  open*d  At  Hlneht/hr^ 
the  SeiHon  in  a  very  mort  Speech^  by  declaring  that  it     j.         ^ 
was  called  for  two  great  Caufes :  The  firft  was,  •  That     *-  4J»  J 

*  whether  there  was  War  or  Peace,  or  any  new  League 

*  made  between  the  King  and  hi$  Adverfaries,  yet  he 

*  was  in  great  Neceffity  for  Money  to  difcharge  his 
^  Debts,  the  raifing  of  which  was  to  be  their  principal 
^  Care.  The  next  was  to  provide  fome  Remedy  touch- 
^  ing  the  Statute  of  Provifors,  for  avoiding  any  Difputes 
^  between  the  Pope,  the  King,  and  his  Realm/ 

To  this  Affiiir,  the  Lords  and  Commans  granted  the        ^^^^ 
King  the  fame  difpencing  Power  as  the  laft  Parliament        »ibfiaf* 
had  done,  untill  the  next,;  and  to  the  firft,  they  gave  his 
Majefty  the  fame  Subfidy  on  WooU,  i^c.  as  was-  granted 
in  the  eleventh  Year  of  his  Reign,  for  three  Years  ;  to- 
gether with  half  a  Tenth  and  half  a  Fifteenth. 

There  are  very  few  public  Ads  done  this  Seflion  ; 
one  of  which,  however,  is  very  remarkable ;  the  Bi- 
fliops.  Lords,  and  Commons,  in  full  Parliament,  aflent* 
ed  that  the  King,  his  Heirs  and  SuccefTors  Kings  of  £12^- 
land^  might  lawfully  make  their  Laft  Will  and  Tefta- 
nent,  and  that  Execution  ihould  be  done  of  the  fame  ^. 

On  the  laft  Day  of  their  fitting,  February  10,  ff^il-* 
Ham  Courtmyy  Archbifhop  of  CanUrbury  and  Primate 
of  all  England^  made  a  long  Proteftation,  in  open  Par- 
liament, *  That  the  Pope  ought  not  to  excommunicate 

*  any  Biihop,  or  intermeddle  as  to  Prefentations  to  any  J|j^^^^^^^ 
'  Ecclefiaftical  Disnity  recovered  in  the  King's  Courts.tionagalnftthe 

*  That  the  (aid  Holy  Father  ought  not  to  make  Tranf- Papal  Power, 
^  lations  to  any  Biftioprick  within  the  Realm,  with* 

*  out  the. King's  Leave;  for  that  this  Pra<5lice  tended 

*  to  the  Dcftrudion  of  the  Realm  and  Crown  of  Eng- 

*  landy 

c  O^bvet  of  St.  Hitary, 

4  Rot.  Pari.  l6  Rich.  II.  N©.  lo.  Piirfuantto  which  we  fin<J  that  this 
King  nude  hit  Will  a  fmall  Time  before  his  Jafl  Expeditinn  into  Ireland, 
the  Preamble  and  whole  Form  of  which  Teftamen:  is  very  rrm^rkabi;. 
See  Rymtr*%  Fetd,  Tom.  VUl,  p.  75, 
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K.  jhv&tfri  It  <  Jand^  which  liad  always  been  f^ee,  ind  <\xh]tBt  to  sit 
«  Earthly  Power,  but  to  God  and  the  King,  as  to  R«- 
«  galities,  and  to  no  Othct.*  Which  ProSftation  tb« 
JVrchbifhop  prayed  mig^t  bteDCered  on  the^oU  ^. 

t  45*  1         About  tht  fame  Time,  in  the  Year  following,  ano- 

^ ther  Parliament  wa«  called  to  meet  at  Wtftnttnltir  % 

^***M9?*  ^  ^hich  was  opened  bv  a  Speech  frbm  the  Archbi&op  of 

.   .  Y^k^  Lord-Cbancellor  j  who  declared,  in  the  Prefence 

Ktw^tifi,.  of  all  the  Eftates,  the  Caufe  of  the  Sumtnons  to  be, 

*  Firft^  That  all  Bifhops,  Lords  and  Corporations  fcould 

•  enjoy  their  Liberties ;  and  that  there  fhouW  be  a  due 

*  Obiervation  of  the  king's  Peace.    Vtxt^  How  the 

•  Wars,  which,  by  Afient  of  Pariiiiment,  wfere  begun, 
^  Ibould  be  fuftahied  as  to  the  Expence  of  that,  and  the 
^  Prefervation  ofGuhfiniy  Calaisy  heldni^  and  Scotland* 

The  third  Day  of  their  Mieeting  the  Commons  pre- 
*"-fe^^"^'fented  to  the  King,  in  full  ParHament,  Sir>A»f  ftj/JJ, 
as  their  Speaker  ;  who,  mdctng  the  ufual  FVoteftation, 
was  allowed.    It  is  now  a  long  Time  iince  we  have 
met  with  the  Name  of  a  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons before  this  Man ;  occafioncd,  no  doubt,  by  the 
Negligence  of  the  Clerks,  in  not  entering  them  on  the 
Roils ;  for  that  there  muft  havre  been  a  Speaker  appointed 
each  Parliament  is  certain,  though  we  have  not  had  the 
good  Fortune  to  hand  down  their  Names  to  Pofterity. 
Richard  Earl  of  Arundih  exhibited  a  Complamt 
^fg;,'^*^ "*  Jtgainft  the  Earl  of  Lancafter^  which  he  liid  concerned 
tMcafier.         the  King*s  Honour.     Firft^  •  That  he  thought  it  not 

•  honourable  for  the  King  to  fufttr  the  faid  Duke  to 

*  walk  Arm  in  Arm  with  hun.     Uext^  It  did  not  bc- 

•  come  the  Duke^s  Servants  to  wear  the  fame  Liveiy 
«  with  the  King's.     Thirdly^  TTiat  theliiW  Duke,  botn 

*  in  Council  and  Parliament,  was  ufed'  to  fpeak  fuch 

*  high 

*  Rot.  Mtfufrtti  N*.  20.  Thif  was  a  tery  cooragkwn  Ad  in  the  Arch- 
bjffaop»  when  the  Pope  ha4  joA  v^-rote  •  Letter  to  the  Duke  of  I<««a|^, 
calling  the  A^  of  Provifbrs  ExecruhiU  Ststutum,  Fmdtm  &  tmr^  FmtU 
nut.     Sam,  Daniel  in  Kennetf  270. 

See  the  whole  Protcftation  in  Co/Iier*i  Nifi»  V«l.  I.  p.  594.  Wat  Ai». 
thor  writes,  that  the  Archbifliop  wat  probably  fufpeded  of  fecretly  abct- 
t'uig  the  Pope*t  Encroachments  upon  the  Church  and  State,  which  ocsa* 
iioned  this  public  Declaration. 

c  On  the  Quindene  of  St.  Ui/ary,  or  yan,  29.     Rot.  Pari. 

No  Mention  made  of  any  Parliament  in  the  Year  1394.1  or  17th  of 
Ricbmrd  11,  in  the  Siatuta  at  large. 
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<  high  and  (harp  Words  \  that  he  ibt  {M  Earl,  and  i^«  ^f^^^ird  H^ 
^  others  of  his  Quality,  durft  not  utter  their  Minds  for 

*  him.    Fourthlyy  It  was  not  to  the  King*!  Profit  t6 

*  give  to  the  faid  Duke  the  Duchy  of  Quitnm*     And, 

*  7ajily^  He  wanted  to  know  what  was  become  of  all 

*  that  Mafs  of  Money  given  to  the  Duke  for  his  Voyage 

*  into  Spa'iHy  and  for  the  hift  Treaty  of  Peace/ 

Unto  which  Accufation  the  King  himfelf  anfwered 
every  Article  of  the  Charge,  and  aflkmed,  <  That  what 

<  the  Duke  of  L^neaflir  had  done  was  all  right  and 

^  good.'     And  his  Majcfly,  widi  the  Afient  of  the    [  4^3  •) 
Lords,  awarded,  that  the  faid  Earl  fliould  a(k  the  Ehike's 
Pardon,  in  full  Parliament,  and  in  the  very  Words  fol* 
lowing,  which  he  fpoke  accordingly  ( 

Sire,  Sith  that  it  femitb  to  the  Kyngi  and  to  the  oth^ 
Lordsy  and  eke  that  yhe  heve  ben  J'o  micbel  greved  and  dif^ 
pUafed  be  my  fVords^  hit  foretbtnieth  me  and  bifeche  you 
pfyoure  goodLordJbip  to  remit  me  your  Mantelent  •. 

This  is  a  rare  Specimen  of  the  Englifi)  Langua^  at 
that  Time,  and  ifaews  how  much  it  wanted  fuch  a  Ge- 
nius as  Geffry  Chaucer  to  refine  it. 

In  this  Parliament  the  King  charged  the  Commons 
to  give  their  Advice  as  to  the  War ;  and  they,  in  a 
Schedule  put  into  his  Hands  by  Sir  John  Buffy^  their 
Speaker,  anfwered,  '  That  the  Articles  of  Peace  be- 

*  tween  the  King  and  his  Adverfary  of  France^  had  been 

*  read  and  in  part  underftood  by  them  ;  but  that,  con^-         • 

*  fidering  the  Points  therein  contained  were  too  high 
^  for  them  to  meddle  with,  and  upon  which  they  durft 

*  not  treat  nor  give  an^  Advice,  fuch  as  Homage- leige, 
«  Sovereignty  and  Reflort  to  the  Crown  of  France^ ^  they 

*  were  willing  to  give  their  Confents,  for  the  Benefit  cfi 

*  Peace,  to  whatfoever  the  Lords,  Knights  of  Honour, 

<  and  the  Judges  had  before  agreed  upon ;  fo  as  thfc 
^  Homage  (hould  be  done  for,  and  only  have  Relation 

*  to,  the  Duchy  of  Guienne^  and  in  no  wife  affect  the 
«  Crown  or  Kinsdom  of  England* 

What  the  Articles  of  this  Peace  were^  does  not  a^)- 
pear  upon  the  Parliament  Roll.  Knyghton  writes,  that 
this  was  only  a  Truce  between  the  two  Kingdoms  for 

fouf 

*.Si  ^roffi  et  sjj^es  PiiroHet,    Record.  ^ 

e  This  old  Eag/ifi  it  moA  wretchedly  mangled  tfid  roif-ff elled  in  tbt 

f  Htmsgt'fiie,  SavtrainU,  et  Refer t,  &e»    Record. 
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K.  Rkk^d  ih  fetir  Years  and  Ibar  Months,  as  well  bj  Sea  as  Lanj  <^# 

The  King  defigning  to  go  over  in  Perfon,  in  order  to 

reduce  Irfwid^  demanded  an  Aid  of  this  Parliament  9 

and  the  Commons  granted  him  a  Subfidy  upon  W00U9 

A  SuUUy.    Wooll-fcUs,  Vc.  upon  every  Ton  of  Wine  3/.  and 

upon  every  Pound  of  Merchandise,  12  J.  for   three 

Years,  as  in  the  nth  Year  of  his  Reign;  fo  as  this 

Money  (hould  only  be  employed  far  the  Defence  of  the 

Realm  :  And  fo  that  if  the  King  did  not  go  abroad  intd 

Ireland  or  Scotland^  it  might  be  reduced  to  half  the  Sum 

t  45^  ]     in  each  Article.   The  Clergy  granted  alfo  a  full  Tenth, 

if  the  King  went  over,  otherwife  only  half  a  Tenth. 

In  this  Parliament  alio  the  Judges  that  were  banifbed 
into  Ireland  by  that  of  the  i  ith  of  this  King,  were  re- 
called, by  Confent'of  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  and 
the  hO.  for  their  Banifhment  repealed. 

Very  foon  after  this  laft  Parliament  was  diflblved, 
which  was  on  the  7th  of  Marchy  l)ie  King  did  go  over 
in  Perfon  into  Ireland^  accompanied  with  his  Uncle  the 
Duke  of  Gloucejier^  and  an  Army  of  30,000  Men.  The 
Irijb  Rebels  were  by  no  Means  fit  to  refift  fuch  Force ; 
but,  after  fome  Efforts  to  harrafs  the  King's  Army  by 
Delays  and  Counter-Marches,  four  of  their  Kings  were 
TheKing^Snc- obliged  to  come  in  and  fubmit  to  Richard's  Mercy,  who 
cdt  in  Jre/anJ,  made  Hoftages  of  them  for  the  good  Behaviour  of  the 
reft.     After  which  he  held  a  Parliament  at  Dublin^  the 
better  to  fettle  the  Af&irs  of  that  Kingdom ;  and  this 
was  the  greateft  and  moft  fortunate  Expedition  that  was 
«  made  in  this  King's  Time.     A  late  Hiftorian  fays  that, 

.  in  feveral  Encounters  had  with  the  Rebels,  Richard  gz^t 
great  Marks  of  Perfonal  Valour:  Which  caufed  a  Be- 
lief, adds  that  Author,  that  if  hitherto  he  had  (hew'd  no 
great  Inclination  for  War,  it  was  not  to  be  afcribed  fo 
much  to  Want  of  Courage,  as  to  a  bad  Education  ^. 

In  the  mean  while  the  Duke  of  Yerh,  who  had  been 

.      left  Guardian  to  the  Realm  in  the  King's  Abfence^ 

^"*^95°*  ^  ^^""^«»^"«<*  *  Parliament  to  meet  fifteen  D^s  after  St. 

Hilary^  or  Jan.  28,  in  the  Year  1 395,  to  confidcr  of  the 

At  mfminjiir.  y^^Q^  y^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  Government  of  Ireland  profper- 

ous 

f  Treuga  cum  Francia  et  Scotia,  fro  fuatucr  jtnnU  et  fvattw  Mtnftta, 
immtdiste  fifuentihusp  tarn  in  Mare  fuam  in  Terra,    Knygbtiitf  col.  2741* 
k  Rafin*%  Hiftory,  Fol,  Edit,  p.  470. 
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ous  and  happy.  To  further  this  Bufineis  the  King  fcntK.  jdcbard  II, 
over  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter  from  Ireland-,  who,  coming 
to  this  Parliament,  declared  the  King's  great  NeceiEty' 
for  Money,  occafioned  by  the  late  Expedition ;  his  great 
Zeal  to  make  an  entire  Conqueft  there,  and  the  great 
Hope  he  had  of  Succefs.  The  Duke's  Speech,  what- 
ever it  was,  is  not  on  the  Rolls  of  Parliament,  but  we 
are  told  that  it  had  fo  powerful  an  £fFe6l,  as  to  draw 
from  the  Clergy  a  full  Tenth,  and  from  the  Commons 
a  Tenth  and  a  Fifteenth ;  and  this  is  all  the  Record 
mentions,  the  reft  of  the  Proceedings  of  this  Parliament 
being  very  fliort,  and  nothing  at  all  to  our  Purpofc  *. 

The  Se£l  called  the  Lollards^  or  the  Followers  of    j.  ^ 

yobn  WickliffznA  his  Do£brines,  were  about  this  Time  ^  ^^^  •* 
in  great  Power,  and  much  dreaded  by  the  Prelates  and 
others  of  the  Eftabliflied  Church ;  they  had  often  peti-p^^jion  ^  ^ 
tioned  the  King  and  Council  for  an  Encouragement  to  Lolkrds* 
their  purpofed  Reformation  ;  but  we  are  totd  they  had 
now  the  Courage  to  deliver  a  Remonftrance  i>f  it  to  this 
Parliament.  There  is  not  one  Word  of  <^is  on  the 
Rolls  ;  and  as  it  was  never  our  Defign  to  enter  into  £c- 
clefiaftical  Controverfies,  except  they  were  purely  Par- 
liamentary, and  refpeiScd  the  State  and  Government  of 
the  Realm,  welhall  omit  this  Remonftrance,  which  was 
drawn  up  in  twelve  Articles,  againft  the  Power  and  En- 
croachments of  the  Church  oiRome^  and  refer  the  Rear 
der  to  the  Writers  of  our  EngUJh  Ecclefiaftical  Hiftory 
for  them.  We  are  not  told,  however,  what  Receptioa 
this  met  with  from  the  Parliament ;  from  whence  we 
fuppofe,  whatever  particular  Favourers^hefe  Reformers 
might  have  in  the  Houfes,  yet  the  Bifhops  had  then 
Power  enough  to  fupprefs  them.  , 

Wc  have  now  a  Chafm  of  two  Years  before  we  meet 
with  another  Parliament ;  and  in  the  mean  Time  our 
general  Hiftorians  are  fufficiently  taken  up  with  the  Dc- 
icription  of  a  Royal  Interview  between  the  two  Kings 
oi England  and  France  j  and  a  Marriage  folemnized  ^  be-  ^ 

Vol.  I.  H  h        •  twecn 

«  No  Mention  of  thit  Par] i anient  in  the  Statutes  at  large  5  but  there  is 
one  in  them,  laid  to  be  held  at  Wefiminjiery  AntiQ  1396,  B^egni  19,  of 
which  we  can  meet  with  no  further  Account,  for  it  is  not  on  die  Rolls. 
Statutet  at  large,  1396,  cap.  6.  \^ 

b  The  late  Queen  died  a  little  before  his  laft  Expedition  into  Irelandj 
June  7,  1394.  at  Skene  near  Richmond,  The  King's  Paffion  for  the 
Lofs  of  her  was  fo  cxceflivc,  that  he  curfcd  the  Place  and  pulled  dgwn  the 
Palace. 
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K«  Rubsrd  H.  tween  the  former  King  and  a  very  young  Daughter  of 
Ae  latter,  not  then  Full  eight  Years  of  Aee.  After 
King  Richard*9  coming  over,  with  his  young  Bride,  and 
her  Coronation,  he  called  a  Parliament  to  meet  on  the 
22d  of  January^  in  the  Year  I397>  at  Weftminfier^. 

Anno  Repii  ao.     Being  all  aficmbled,  on  the  Dav  appointed,  the  Bi- 

'397«        ft^Qp  otExiter^  then  Chancellor,  oy  the  King's  Com- 

hxWi^mfivr.  mand,  opened  the  Caufe  of  Summons,  in  a  Speech, 

wherein  he  alledged  many  Authorities  from  Holy  Writ, 

to  prove  four  Points  on  which  a  Prince  ought  to  confult 

his  Parliament.     The  firji  was,  '  That  the  Church 

I  ^0  -y     •  mieht  enjoy  her  Liberties  in  Peace.*  The  next^  *  That 

*  all  his  Subieds  fliould  be  governed  without  Oppreffion.' 
Thirdly^  *  That  the  good  Laws  fliouId  be  maintained, 

*  the  evil  amended,  and  Juftice  executed.'    And,  laftly^ 

*  That  the  Realm  (hould  be  defended  affainft  all  foreign 

*  Enemies.'  All  which,  he  added,  the  King  was  ready 
to  do  with  their  good  Advice.  He  then  told  them  di 
the  Danger  the  N  ation  was  in  from  the  Scots  and  Irijb<^ 
the  Hazard  of  Guitrme  and  the  Marches  of  Calais^  and 
defired  them  to  confult  and  do  what  was  proper  with 
the  leaft  Charge  to  the  Realm. 

SirjoMw  ButiT,     The  next  Day  the  Commons  prcfented  Sir  %i«  Buff^^ 

Speaker*      as  their  Speaker,  whom  the  King  allowed  of;  and,  alter 

making  the  ufual  Proteftation,  he  faid,   ^  Tliat  the 

*  Comn^ons  required  of  the  King  that  fuch  Bifliops  and 

*  Lords,  as  were  abfent,  (hould  be  fent  for.'  To  which 
the  Chancellor  anfwered,  *  That  it  would  be  too  long 

*  and  tedious  for  that  Seffion.'     Then  the  Commons 
•   defired  a  Conference  with  the  Chancellor  and  others  of 

the  King's  Officers ;  which  .being  agreed  to,  and  the 
Chancellor  returned  from  it,  the  King  commanded 
him  to  declare  the  Reiult  of  that  Conference.  This 
Report  was,  ^  That  the  Commons,  by  a  Bill,  required 

*  four  Things  :  Firfly  The  Continuance  of  Sherifis. 

*  Nexti  That  proper  Care  fliould  be  taken  of  the  Nor- 

*  thern  Marches.    Anothery  About  Liveries  and  Badges. 

*  And  the  lajiy  For  avoiding  of  the  extravagant  £xpences 
^  of  the  K'mg's  Houflu>ld,  and  to  forbid  Bifliops  and  La- 

*  dies,  who  had  no  particulaf  Bufinefs  there,  from  fre- 

quenting 
c  No  Mention  of  this  firft  Parliament,  held  ia  the  Year  13979  in  the ' 
Statutes  at  Urgu 
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«  quenting  the  Court  */  The  Reafon  for  inferting  this  laft^^-  Rfcbdrd  U. 
Claufe  in  the  Bill  does  not  appear ;  but  it  feems  deiign'd         , 
to  drive  the  Prelates  from  Court  who  were  attending 
there,  moft  probably,  in  Hopes  of  TVanflation  (a  Prac- 
tice not  yet  grown  obfolete)  to  take  Care  of  their  refpec- 
tive  Diocefes ;  and  the  Ladies,  thoueh  they  are  here 
ftrangely  coupled,  from  coming  to  a  Place  where  they 
might  either  tempt  others,  or  be  liable  themfelves  to 
Temptation.     Whatever  was  the  Caufe  of  the  Bill,  the 
King,  being  informed  of  the  Contents  of  it,  was  highly 
incenfed,  and  told  the  Peers,  That  it  was  calcuuiUdTheKingnkntM 
againft  thofe  Liberties  and  Royalties  his  Progenitors  Atf^/ the  bringing  in  • 
€njoyed^  and  which  he  was  rejohed  to  uphold  and  ^^^^'^^^l^g^ 
tain.     He  therefore  commanded  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal  to  inform  the  Commons  of  his  Refolution ;  and     [  457  1 
particularly  ordered  the  Duke  e?/Lancafter  to  charge  Sir 
John  Bufly,  their  Speaker ^  upon  his  Allegiance^  to  ac^ 
quaint  him  who  it  was  that  brought  the  Bill  into  Parlia^ 
ment.    What  provoked  the  King  moft  againft  it  was, 
that  it  feemed  calculated  to  regulate  the  Expence  of  his  • 

Houfliold,  which  at  that  Time  was  very  profufe  and 
diforderly. 

The  fubmiffive  Anfwer  which  the  Commons  gave  to 
this  Meilage  is  very  extraordinary,  and  humbler  than  any 
We  have  yet  met  with  from  that  Body.  For,  being  told 
the  King's  Mind  in  a  Conference  with  the  Lords,  they 
immediately  delivered  in  the  Bill  to  them,  with  the 
Name  of  the  Perfon  who  had  brought  it  into  their  Houfe, 
and  who  was  one  Thomas  Haxey^  Clerk.    The  Bill  was 

Piven  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown,  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
Parliament,  according  to  the  King's  Cdmmand.     Soon  * 
after  the  Commons  came  before  his  Majefty,  in  full' 
Parliament,  and  there,  with  all  Humility  and  Obedi* 
ence,  (hewed  great  Concern  ^  that  the  King  had  c6n- 
ceived  fuch  a  Refentment  againft  them,  *  Humbly  pray- 
^  ing  him  to  accept  their  Excufe ;  for  that  it  never  was  The  Commonj 
•-their  Intent  or  Defirc  to  fpeak,  fhew,  or  aft  any  Thingf^  Pu6qd. 
«  which  {hould  be  an  Offence  or  give  Difpleafure  to  his 

•  'Majefty,  or  be  againft  his  Royal  Eftate  and  Liberty ; 

*  efpecially  about  diis  Matter  touching  his  Perfon,  and 

.     H  h  2  *  the 

*  DtUBiultitmiii'Ewffn  «t  aufi  Jt  flMfmrs  Damn,  &c»  Roti^arU 
4K>  R»<b,  II.  NO.  14. 

•  Faifani  grant  Dalour  tmi  affarufifgt  Uur  C6fVr»    Ibid*  N^«  i6« 
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K^M^chard  II.  <  the  Government  df  his  Houfe>  or  about  the  Lords  and 

*  Ladies  of  his  Court,  or  any  other  Matter  that  regard- 

*  ed  himfelf ;  knowing  very  well  that  fuch  Things  did 
^  not  belong  to  them,  but  folely  to  the  King  hunfelf^ 
^  and  in  his  own  ordering :  That  their  Intention  was 
^  only  to  (hew  their  great  AfFedion  to  his  Majefly,  as 

<  faithful  Subjei^,  and  to  defire  the  Lords  to  pray  him 

*  to  confider  his  own  honourable  Eftate,  and  to  do 

*  therein  what  he  thought  good  :  That  they  fubmittcd 

*  tbemfelves  to  the  King's  Will  and  Favour ;  humbly 

*  befeeching  his  Majefly  gracioufly  toexcufe  them  ;  be- 

*  ing  always  ready  to  fave  his  Royal  Efbte  and  Liberty, 
[  4S^  ]      *  ^"^  ^^  perform,  with  Body  and  Goods,  as  loyal  Sub- 

<  je<Sb  are  bound  to  do,  whatever  (hall  be  for  the  Ho- 

*  nour  and  Safety  of  his  Royal  Perfon  and  Dignity  ^ 

Upon  this  Declaration,  the  King  commanded  the 
Chancellor  to  tell  the  Conimons,  That,  ^ut  of  his  Royal 
Benignity  and  gracious  Seigniory,  he  then  fully  excufed 
them. — Who  can  read  this  and  imagine  that  the  fame 
Body  of  Men,  as  we  may  near  fuppofe,  tho'  in  a  dif- 
ferent Parliament,  now  fo  very  paffive,  fhouU,  in  a  very 
fliort  Space  after,  depofe  this  King  for  his  ill  Govern- 
ment, and  fet  up  another  in  his  Stead  \ 

As  a  farther  Proof  of  their  Attachment  to  the  Prero- 
^  ^""^.^  gative  Royal,  T'AtfWtfx //tfjfO',  Clerk,  was  tried  before 
the  Biirfentcn-  ^^'^  Parliament,  and  condemned  to  die  the  Death  of  a 
ced  to  die.         Traitor.     But  here  the  Church  interpofed  ;  for,  foon 
after  the  Sentence,  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  and 
all  the  other  Prelates,  came  before  the  King  in  Parlia- 
ment, with  great  Humility,    and  made  Proteftation, 

*  That  their  fincere  and  full  Intention  was,  and  always 

*  (houl^  be,  to  have  his  Majeily's  Royal  Eftate  and 

*  Power  ever  faved  and  preferved  without  Diminution. 

*  And  then  they  befeeched  the  King  to  grant  them  the 
^  Life  of  Thomas  Haxey,  and  the  Cuftody  of  his  Body^ 
^  not  as  of  Right  belonging  to  them,  but  of  his  fpecial 

*  Grace  and  Favour.'  Which  Petition  the  King  granted. 

In  this  Parliament  alfo  every  Thing  that  was  done 
nine  Years  before  againft  the  Prerogative,  was  now  re- 
vcrfed  and  intirely  difannulled.  So  uncertain  in  their  Pro- 
ceedings, fays  Mr.  Tyrret^,  have  Parliaments  been  when 
\  managed  by  Court  Intrigues,  or  popular  JFat^ns.    Ro^ 

bert 

f  Rot.  Pari,  ao  Rich.  II,  N®.  17. 

g  Uijlory  of  England,  Vol.  III.  p.  959« 
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bert  Be/inappfy  John  Holty  and  IViUiam  Burgh ^  Knights,K,  ll/V*tfrif  a. 
and  formerly  Judges,  who  had  been  bani(hed  into  I^^^iy^^  banirhcd 
land  by  the  aforefaid  Aft,  had  Leave  given  "them  by  the  judges  aUowcd 
King»  with  the  Confcnt  of  the  other  £ftate$,  to  return  to  munu 
into  Englandy  and  praftife  the  Law  without  Impeach- 
ment.    Saving  always  againfl  them  all  other  Points 
mentioned  in  the  faid  Statute  p. 

Something  memorable  was  likewlfe  tranfafted  in  this 
Parliament,  relating  to  the  Great  Duke  of  Lancafter^ 
This  Prince  having  loft  his  firftWife,  Confiance^  Daugh-  r  , -^  -i 
ter  to  the  King  of  Cajlili^  thought  proper  to  marry 
Catherim  Swjnford^  a  Lady  by  whom  he  had  feveral 
Children  during  the  Life  of  his  Duchefs ;  by  which 
Match  he  greatly  difgufted  the  King  and  the  reft  of  his 
Royal  Relations.  However,  the  Duke  found  Intercft 
enough  to  carry  a  Bill  thro'  both  the  Houfes,  and  got 
the  Royal  AfTent  to  it,  to  Jiave  the  IfTue  he  had  by  ^e 
faid  Lady,  before  Marriage,  legitimated,  and  made  ca- 
pable to  fucceed  to,  and  epjoy,  all  Dignities,  Lands,  and 
Inheritances  that  might  defcend  to  them  from  the  Duke 
their  Father,  except  the  Crown.  This  laft  Dignity  is 
not  mentioned  in  the  Aft,  as  appears  by  the  King's 
Charter  of  Legitimation,  grounded  on  it,  and  is  yet 
extant  on  Record  *» ;  though,  many  Years  after,  a  De-  ' 
icendant  of  this  legitimated  Race  came  to  the  Crown  of 
England^  not  by  Succeftion,  but  by  the  Sword,  in  the 
Pcrfon  of  Htnry  VIL  The  King  alfo,  at  the  fame 
Time,  out  of  his  particular  Grace  and  Favour,  and  by 
the  Confent  of  Parliament,  created  Thomas  de  Beaufort^ 
the  el^eft  of  the  faid  Duke's  Bafe  Sons,  Earl  oiSomerfet^ 
from  whom  the  prefent  Duke  oi  Beaufort  is  defcended '. 

Alfo,  by  a  Charter  of  Creation,  read  and  confirmed 
in  this  Parliament,  the  King  granted  to  Thomas  Mow^ 
hray^  Earl  of  Nottingham^  and  to  the  Heirs  Male  of  hi9 
Body,  lawfully  begotteii,  the  Office,  Name,  and  Title 
of  Earl  Marflial  of  England ;  the  Office  of  Marflial  in 
the  King's  Bench  and  in  the  Exchequer  ;  the  Office  of 
Proclaimer  Marfhal ;  the  Steward  and  Marihal  of  the 
King's  Houfliold  s  ^n^  further,  that  the  faid  Earl  and 
H  h  3  his 

p  This  is  put  under  the  laft  Parliament  in  the  Statute  Beth,  as  we  have 
be'cre  mentioned. 

q.  Rot.  Pail.   20  RicharJ  II.  N®.  28.  29. 

r  yobn  Dvkjs  of  Somerftt  was  the  only  one  of  the  three  lefitimated  Sons 
t)iat  Idx.  any  llfue.  and  be  was  Great  Grandfather^  bj  the  Mother's  Side^ 
to  Hertry  Vil,     Biondi,  p.  31, 
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K.  Miikmid  IL  his  Heirs  Male,  Marfhals  of  England^  by  Virtue  ^  Aat 
Office,  may  carry  befbre  them  a  certain  golden  Stai^ 
enamelled  black  at  both  Ends ;  with  the  Sling's  Arms 
•t  the  upper  End,  and  his  own  Arms  at  the  other. 
Which  Office  of  Earl  Marihal  b  ftill  in  the  Defcendants, 
though  not  in  the  Name,  of  this  Noble  Family. 

The  King  had  acauainted  the  Commcms  in  this  Paiv 
liament  by  his  own  Mouth,  That  they  had  been  obliged 
to  him  feveral  Ways ;  but  more  efpecially  in  this,  tibaC 
be. now  declared  he  would  never  aeain  feek  to  burden 
or  charge  them  with  Tenths,  or  Fifteenths,  in  his  own 
Perfon«  Upon  ^ich  Declaration  the  Commons,  wiA 
Confent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  save  the 
King  the  ufual  Duty  of  1 2  i.  ptr  Pound  on  all  Merchan- 
dize, and  3  J.  a  Ton  on  Wine,  for  three  Years  to  come. 
As  alfo  the  former  Subfidy  on  Woolls,  WooU-iells» 
Leather,  i^c*  for  five  Years. 

It  was  at  this  Time  Affairs  began  to  take  a  different 
r  460  1  ^^^  furprizing  Turn.  The  Behaviour  of  the  laft  Parlia* 
ment,  we  fuppofe,  gave  the  King  great  Spirits  \  and,  by 
the  Affiftance  of  another,  more  foppliant  than  the  for- 
mer, the  Tables  were  turned  indeed,  and  thofe  great 
Lords,  who  had  long  ruled  at  the  Helm,  were  profecu- 
ted  with  the  utmoft  Severity.  How  this  extraordinary 
Change  was  hrought  about  amongft  the  Peers  and  Re« 
prefentatives  of  the  People,  let  the  more  copious  Hiftd- 
rians  give  according  to  their  Intelligence ;  for  us  it  fuf- 
fices  to  relate  the  Matter  of  Fad,  and  leave  it  to  the 
Reader's  own  Reflexion. 

On  the  firft  of  Augufi^  this  Year^  the  King  hdd  a 
Great  Council  of  the  Peers  at  Nottingham,  himfelf  fitting 
amongft  them,  with  his  Crown  on  his  Head,  in  the 
great  Hall  of  the  Caftle.  Here  it  was  that  Edward  Earl 
of  Rutland^  Thomas  Earl  of  Kent,  John  Earl  of  Htm^ 
tingdoHy  Thomas  Earl  of  Notiinghamy  John  Earl  afSomer^ 
fit,  John  Earl  of  Salijbury,  Thomas  Lord  Diffn^tr^ 
and  iViUiam  It  Scropo,  Chamberlain  to  the  King,  broi^c 
a  Bill  of  Appeal  of  Treafon  againft  Thomas  Duke  of 
Glouceftir,  Richard  Earl  of  Arundilt^  and  Thomas  Earl 
of  Warwick.  This  Bill  being  read,  by  Advice  of  the 
Peers  and  thofe  of  the  King's  Council,  the  accufed  Lords 
had  a  Day  affigned  them  to  anfwer  in  the  next  Parlia- 

menty 
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mtntf  which  was  fummoned  to  meet  on  the  17th  of K.  Anrftinlii; 
September  following,  at  WeAmnfier  •. 

As  a  Prelude  to  the  Meeting  of  this  other  famous  [  461  ] 
Parliament  of  this  King's  fceign,  we  find,  in  the  Puh^ 
lie  A^Sy  an  Order  from  the  King  direded  to  his  Uncle^ 
John  Duke  of  Lana^er^  ^c.  for  raifmg  300  armed  Men 
and  60  Archers,  as  a  Guard  to  the  King's  Perfon  at 
the  enfuing  Parliament,  The  fame  Order  was  fent  to 
Edmund  Duke  of  York^  for  100  Soldiers  and  200  Ar- 
chers ;  and  another  to  Henry  Earl  of.  Deriy^  for  lOO 
Men  at  Arms  and  40  Archers  ^  Some  Hiftorians 
mention  alfo  a  m^ch  larger  Body  of  Chejbire  Men» 
who  had  the  immediate  Care  of  thi!  King's  Perfon  ;  but 
we  find  no  fuch  Account  of  them  on  Record.  How«- 
ever,  an  old  Hiftotian  writes  that  the  Lords  and  Great 
Men  came  to  this  Parliament  with  fuch  Numbers  Of 
armed  Men  and  other  Attendants,  that  there  was  not 
half  Lodgings  within  the  City  and  Suburbs  of  London 
for  them ;  infomuch  that  very  many  were  obliged  to 
lie  in  the  Villages  ten  or  twelve  Miles  on  each  Side  tht  « 
Town^.  Further,  the  fame  old  Chronicler  goes  oh 
and  tells  us,  that  the  King  had  caufed  to  be  made,  with- 
in the  Palace  at  Weftminjier^  a  large  Houfe  of  Timber, 
covered  on  the  Top  with  Tiles,  but  open  at  both  Ends, 
that  all  Men  might  fee  throKgh  it.  This  Houfe  wad 
of  fo  great  a  Compafs  that  it  would  fcarce  ftand  within 
the  Court  of  the  Palace  ^.    At  one  £nd  of  it  was  ere6t- 

ed 

•  It  cannot  be  amtft  to  give  Monfieiir  Rapiw  Tbtyrsu^a  Re6e^ont  on 
the  Methods  made  Ufe  of  in  packing  this  ParLamentj  though  there  wa9  no 
apparent  Occafion  for  it,  conHderrng  the  good  Difpofition  of  the  two  laft. 
After  reciting  that  the  King  had  changed  «H  the  Sheriflfe  in  Efigland,  and 
a^>pointed  none  but  fuch  as  had  promiied  to  be  at  bis  Devotion  s  •«  \vell  as 
influenced  tbofe  who  had  the  chiefeft  Power  in  the  Cities,  Boroughs, 
&c,  he  goes  on  and  fays,  '  That  it  muft  not  be  thought  difficult  for  a 

*  King  of  England  to  execute  fuch  a  Projed :  Experience  has  fince  con- 

*  firined  it^  by  numberleft  Inftances,  that,  by  the  like  Ways,  it  is  very  p*f- 

*  fible  to  caufe  Rcprefenratives>  to  be  chofen  devoted  to  the  Court.     How^ 
'  ever,  Hiftorians  remark,  that  it  was  at  this  Parliament  that  fuch  Prac- 

*  ticfts  were  firft  iifed.      But  it  muft  likewife  be  added,  that  it  was  one 

*  of  the  principal  Cauies  of  Riebard*%  Deibudion.     And,  mdiied,  it  is  Hn^ 

*  poflible  that  a  Nmtion  cam  fte  tbtir  Ltbertiet  in  tb*  Haudt  of  Men,  tifbom 

*  tbey  bave  M9t  tbemfehet  freely  cbofen,  loitbout  defiring  to  be  delivered  frcm 

*Juch  an  OppreJIum.    Rapin,  Fol.  E4.  p.  4^S.  ' 

t  Fmd,  Ang.  Tom.  Vlll.  p,  14, 

tt  HoUingJbead\  Cbron.  p.  490.  « 

a  y,  Stowe  writes  that  this  large  Timber  Building  was  ere£^e<i  be- 
twixt" the  Clock  Tower  and  the  Door  of  the  great  Hall  at  fVeftminpr^ 
which  molt  be  ihe  prefent  Falace^yaid.    Stewc'i  Cbron,  p.  315. 
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Yi.Bi^^i  II«  ed  a  high  Throne  for  the  King,  and  a  large  Place  on 
each  Side  for  the  Bifhops  and  Peers  of  Parliament.  The 
Lords  Appellants  and  Defendants  had  each  Places  affign- 
ed  them,  one  oppofite  to  the  other.  There  was  alfo 
•a  particular  Dtvifion  kept  for  the  Commons  of  Parlia* 
jnent,  on  the  fore  Part  of  which  was  a  Place  for  their 
Speaker. 

[  462  ]         Matters  being  in  this  extraordinary  Manner  adjufted. 

Anno Regni  21.  ?j;he  Time  appointed,  h^n^  Septimbir  l^ ,  I39^,  the 

1307.        Kmg,  Lords,  and  Commons  all  met;  when  the  Biihop 

of  Ejfeter^  as  Lord-Chancellor,  by  his  Majcfty's  Com- 

ktmjiwunfter.  mand,  opened  the  Seffion  by  a  Speech,  which  he  began 

with  a  Text  taken  from  £%ekiily  Rix  unus  erit  emmhuf. 

The  Prelate  endeavoured  to  prove,  by  many  Authoritie9, 

^  That  no  Realm  could  be  well  governed  but  by  one 

*  fole  King ;  and  that,  to  the  right  Condud  of  a  good 

*  King,  three  Things  were  wanting;  i/?.  That  he  fbould 
^  be  powerful ;  2^/y,  Strid  in  the  Execution  of  the  Laws 

<  by  which  he  governed  ;  and,  la/ifyt  That  the  Subjeds 

<  fhould  be  obedient  to  the  King  and  the  Laws  of  the 

*  Kingdom.     That  the  King  might  grow  more  power- 
\    ^  ful,  he  told  them  that  many  Liberties  and  Prerogatives 

*  were  given  to  him,  which,  at  the  Time  of  his  Coro- 
^  nation,  he  was  fworn  to  maintain :  And  if  any  Thing 

*  was  done  fmce,  contrary  to  them  and  the  Law,  they 
^  were  revoked ;  of  which  Particular  they  themfelves 
^  were  then  called  *o  confiilt.     That  Laws  ought  to  be 

*  executed,  appeared  by  the  common  Example  of  a  good 

*  Father,  who  ufes  to  ftrike  as  well  as  (Iroke  his  Child. 
^  But,  for  the  better  Execution  x>f  them,  the  King  had 

<  appointed  new  Judges  and  Officers  thro'  the  Realm, 

<  and  was  now  defirous  to  redrefs  any  Defc6b  of  the 

*  Law  which  could  be  ihewn  him ;  and  that  the  Nsw- 
«  tional  Subjeds  ought  to  obey  the  King  and  his  Laws, 

*  was  apparent,  for  that  no  Man  could  claim  any  Pro- 

*  perty  of  Life  or  Goods,  or  any  Fruit  of  his  Labour, 

*  without  the  Prince,  who  is  the  Pillar  of  the  Law. 

*  He  concluded  with  obfcrving,  that  the  King  meant  to 

*  maintain  the  Laws,  and  to  continue  the  general  and 

*  particular  Liberties  granted  to  all  Corporations  and 

*  every  fingle  Peffon  j  iunher,  that  he  defigned  to  grant 

^  a  {Tci 
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*  a  general  Pardon  to  all  his  Subjefls,  except  to  {otne^ ^^^fJ lU" 

*  particular  Pcrfons. 

The  next  Day  the  Commons  prefented  Sir  John  SujonvBvttr 
Buffj  again  to  the  Kjng,  as  their  Speaker  y,  who,  being  ^°^[j^^  . 
appro?ed  of,   made  the  ufual  Proteftation,  which  he  ^      *         * 
prayed  might  be  recorded.  [  463  J 

The  firftThing  that  pafled  all  thejr  Confents  was  an 
Kdi  to  confirm  to  Holy  Church,  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal,  and  to  ail  Cities,  Boroughs,  and  Common- 
alties of  the  Realm,  their  Liberties  and  Franchifes,  as 
they  had  reafonably  held  and  enjoyed  them  in  the  Time 
of  the  King's  Noble  Progenitors :  And  becaufe  that  fe- 
veral  Judgments  were  heretofore  not  finifhed,  by  reafon 
the  Clergy  y^ere  not  prefent,  nor  confenting  to  them, 
the  Con>mons  prayed  the  King  that  they  might  now 
appoint  a  general  Proftor,  who  might  have  fufficient 
Authority  to  a<^  for  them  * :  Whereupon  the  two  Arch- 
bifliops,  and  the  Clergy  of  both  Provinces,  conftituted 
and  appointed  Sir  Thomas  Pierey  their  Procurator,  as 
appears  by  their  Inftruments  made  for  that  Purpofe,  and 
entered  on  the  Roll. 

Afterwards  the  Commiffion  and  Statute  purfuant  to 
it,  made  in  the  nth  Year  of  this  King,  and  to  which 
the  King,  at  the  Peril  of  his  Life  *,  was  obliged  to  con- 
fent,  was  wholly  repealed  and  made  void,  at  the  Pett-  All  the  Proceed- 
tion  of  the  Commons,  as  being  traiteroufly  made,  byj^fffioJ^^^ST' 
-  Conftraint  and  Compulfion,  againft  the  King's  Will,  ,,th^of  thb 
his  Royalty,  Crown,  and  Dignity,  And  it  was  ordained  King  rcverfed, 
and  cftablifhed  by  the  King,  with  the  Advice  and  Con- 
fent  of  the  Lords  and  Commons,  *  That  no  fuch-like 
Commiffion  (hould  be  made  for  the  future,  and  he  who 

fhould 

y  HolHngJbead  writes  that  thii  Sir  John  Bajbie,  or  Bujfy^  Speaker,  in 
9II  his  Speeches  which  he  m^de  to  the  King,  did  not  give  him  the  accuC- 
tomed  Titles  of  Honour,  but  invented  unufual  Tcrros»  and  fuch  Epithets 
at  were  rather  agreeable  to  the  Divine  Majcfty  of  God  than  to  any  Earthly 
PoteHtatei  Which,  adds  he,  this  Prince,  being  more  ambitious  and  deft- 
TDus  of  Honour  than  was  requiAte,  gave  too  much  £ar  to.  HoiUngJbead*t 
Ctron*  p.  490. 

*  This  was  becaufe  the  Bi/hops  could  not  be  prefent  in  any  Judgment  of 
Blood.  Sir  yobn  Bamcard^  p.  40.  But  fome  Hiflorians  write,  that,  be* 
fore  the  Prelates  withdrew,  they  were  ieverally  adcod  their  Opinions,  Whe- 
ther the  Chartcis  of  Pardons  formerly  given  by  tlie  King  could  be  revoked  ? 
To  which  all  of  them,  except  the  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury^  anfwcred. 
That  they,  being  done  by  Compulfion,  might  be  made  void.  Waifmgham^ 
fuh  hoc  Anno,     liolUngJhead^  Cbron.  p.  491. 

*  I'tjJ}  entrant  Peril  de  Ja  Fic»     Rot.  Pari,  ai  RUb,  11.  N*',  lit 
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iS^Mkbmrlih  flioiild  cndcavour  to  procure  any  fuch  to  be  made  for 
the  Time  to  come,  being  thereof  duly  convid,  ihould 
fuffer  Death  as  a  Traitor/ 

Then  the  Pardons  granted  to  tfie  Duke  of  GhuaJUr^ 
and  ^e  Earls  of  Arundelt  and  Warwuk^  in  the  Parlia- 
ment of  the  Jith  Year  of  this  King,  were  made  void^ 
as  being  obuined  by  Force,  and  againft  the  King's 
Will.  Al(b  the  Pardon  granted  to  the  Earl  of  Jrmndtk 
I  4^4  ]  ^^  Windfor^  the  1 7th  of  this  King,  was  in  like  Manner 
revoked  and  annulled. 

The  third  Day  of  the  Seffidn  the  Commons  came  be* 
fore  the  Kins,  in  full  Parliament,  and  made  Protefta* 
tion  by  their  Speaker,  that  though  they  intended  to  fliew 
and  declare  certain  Matters  and  Articles,  which  they  had 
(hen  advifed  of  and  agreed  amongft  themfelves,  yet 
Bevertheleis  it  was,  and<  is,  tbetr  Intent  and  Will,  with 
Leave  of  the  King,  to  acouie  or  impeach  any  Perfon  or 
Perfons,  as  oft  as  they  (bould  think  fit,  during  the  Time 
of  this  Parliament.  They  prayed  the  King  that  be 
would  pleafe  to  accept  this  Proteftation,  a^  that  it 
might  be  entered  as  a  Record  on  the  Roll  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  which  the  King  granted,  and  commanded  lo  be 
done  accordingly  ^. 

On  the  fame  Day  the  Commons  came  again  before 

And  tbc  Arch- the  King  in  Parliament,  and  impeached  Thomas  Arun^ 

^^Pj^f  ^^^-rfr//,  then  Archhi(hop  of  Canurbury^  of  High  Trcalbn; 

rj  impeac     ,  ^  p^^  ^^^^  ^^  hcing  the  chief  Officer  of  the  King,  his 

*  Chancellor,  when  he  was  fiifliop  of  Elyy  was  traite- 
.*  rouily  aiding,  procuring,  aad  advifmg  in  making  a 
^  Commiffipn,  directed  to  Thomas  Duke  of  Glouceft^r^ 
^  Richard  Earl  of  Arundd4^  and  others,  in  the  loth  Year 

*  of  his  Majcfty's  Reign;  and  made  and  procured  him- 

*  felf,  as  chief  Officer,  to  be  put  into  it,  to  have  Power, 

*  with  the  other  Commiffioners,  to  fee  it  put  in  Execo- 
.  *  tion ;  which  Commiffion  was  made  in  Prejudice  to  the 

^  King,  and  openly  againft  his  Royalty,  Crown,  and 

*  Dignity ;  and  that  the  (kid  Thomas  adually  put  the 

*  faid  Commiffion  in  Execution. 

*  Alfo  that  the  faid  ^rchbilhop,  in  the  \  ith  Year  of 

*  the  King,  procured  and  advifed  the  Duke  of  Glouctfier^ 

'         *  with 

b  Rot.  Pirl.  21  Richard  U,  N®.  14..     The  whole  of  Ihc  Proceeding* 
at  thefc  Trials  ate  put  together  at  the  End  of  thofe  of  thU  Parliament* 
'  under  this  Title*  PUdta  Coront  ccrem  Demnt  Re^e  in  Pan'jamtnu  fifuJ 

WcflnvcUiai^cric,  &c. 
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*  with  the  Earls  of  Warwick  and  ArundeU^  to  take^opcm  K«  Ricbardu, 

*  them  Royal  Powei*,  and  to  arreft  the  King's  Liege 

*  Subjeds,    viz»    Smm  BurUy   and   James  Bemers^ 

*  Knights,  and  adjudge  them  to  Death,  contrary  to  the 

*  King's  Will,  and  without  his  Content ;  thereupon 

<  the  faid  Commons  prayed  the  King^hat  the  faid  Arch^ 
«  bifliop  might  be  put  into  fafe  Cuftody.'  The  King 
aniWered,  Btcaufe  tht  Mcufiniw  'and  Impeachmtnt  touch'' 
ed  fo  high  a  Pirfin^  and  a  Pier  of  the  Realm,  be  wmdi 
be  advifed. 

Thenext  Day  the  Commons  prayedthe  King,  <  Thaty,    f  465  ] 
'  as  they  had  impeached  and  accufed  the  Archbifliop 

*  of  Canterbury  of  aflenting  and  being  in  the  Contri- 
^  vance  of  making  the  Commiffion  on  the  19th  of  tfo*^ 

<  vember,  in  the  lotfa  of  the  King,  and  agreed  lo  tfao 

*  Execution  of  the  iame,  which  wi^  exprefly  againft  his 

*  State  and  Dignity,  that  he  would  pleafe  to  ctfdain  fuch 

*  Judgment  aeaidt  the  faid  Archbiihq>  as  die  Caufe 

*  required/  Hereupon  the  King  commanded  tt  to  be 
recorded  in  Parliament,  that  the  Jrcbbijhop  bad  been  be-^ 
fere  bimy  in  the  Prefence  ef  certain  Lards,  cmd  confeffei 

that  he  was  mifiaien,  or  erred,  in  the  Exercife  of  the  Com" 
mij/ion  ;  and  therefore  put  bimfe^  upon  the  King's  Grace 
snd  Mercy, 

On  the  25th  of  September,  the  King  and  the  Lords 
Temporal,  with  Sir  Thomas  Piercy,  the  PtoGtor  for  the 
Prelates,  who,  as  it  appears  upon  Record,  had  full 
Power  from  the  whole  Body  of  the  Clergy  to  aft  for 
them,  adjudged  and  declared  the  faid  Article,  which 
the  Archbiihop  had  confefled,  to  be  Treafon,  and  that 
it  touched  the  King  himfelf ;  for  which  they  alfo  ad- 
judged and  declared  him  a  Traitor.  And  it  was  award- 
ed in  Parliament,  ^  That  he  (hould  be  banifhed  out  of 

*  the  Kingdom,  have  his  Temporalities  feized,  and  his 

<  Goods  and  Chattels  forfeited  to  the  King,  who  was 

<  alfo  to  appoint  the  Time  of  his  Exile/  Whereupon 
the  King  ailigned  him  a  Time  of  PaiTage,  which  was 
from  the  Eve  of  St.  Michael  untill  fix  Weeks  next  en- 
fuing,  to  pais  from  the  Port  of  Dover  into  France ;  and 
further,  that  *he  fhould  forfeit  all  his  Lands,  Tenements, 
and  Pofleffions,  which  he  had  in  Fee  Simple  by  Dc- 

fcent,  or  Purchafe,  or  otherwife,   at  the  Day  of  the  Aad  baniiM* 
Treafon  committed,  or  after,  or  that  any  one  held  to 

his 
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K«  Richard  II.  jjjg  ufc,  to  the  King  and  his  Heirs  for  ever.     This  ft 
the  fecond  Example,  Thomas  Becket  being  the  firft,  of 
any  Archblfhop  being  baniihed  the  Realm  by  Sentence 
of  Parliament  *.    • 
I  466  ]         And  now  came  on  the  other  Proceedings  of  this  Par- 
liament againft  the  Duke  of  GlouceJIer^  and  the  Earls  of 
Arundite  and  Warwick^  contained  in  feveral  Articles  of 
Impeachment  then  brought  againft  them,  by  Way  of 
BilU  by  the  Lords  Appellants,  mentioned  in  the  Council 
at  Nottingham.    The  Bill,  as  appears  by  the  Record  it- 
"*     felf,  was  direSed  to  the  Ki/ig  in  Parliament,  aiu)  is  to 
thisEffed: 
The  Duke  of         TwVi^  it  fetsT  forth,  ^  That  the  Duke  of  Ghucefter  and 
Clcucefter,  the    *  the  Earl  of  ArundeU^  defigning  to  encroach  and  have 
'2^\%6iArundtUt>  ^^  Government  of  your  Royal  Perfon  and  Kingdom, 
^n^rb^'tMor-^  ^^^   ^^   Liberties  and  Dignities  thereof,    as  well 
timtr^  impeach-  ^  wfthin  this  Kingdom  as  without ;  when  the  Parlia- 
•*•  *  ment  fat  at  Wejlminfler^  in  the  10th  Year  of  your 

<  Reign,  they  fent  a  Peer  of  the  Land  to  you,  who,  on 

*  their  Behalf,  and  by  their  Command,  told  your  Ma- 

*  J6%>  ^^^  ^f  yo"  would  hot  confent  to  make  to  them, 

*  and  others  whom  they  Ihould  name,  fuch  a  Commif- 

*  fion  whereby  they  might  have  the  Government  in  the 

*  Manner  as  is  above  related,  you  ihould  be  in  Danger 

*  of  your  Life^  and  the  Lords  and  Commons  of  Parlia- 

<  ment  would  depart  without  your  Leave  j  and  then  you 
^  fhould  fee  in  what  a  miferable  Condition  you  would 

*  be  5  fo  that,  in  very  Fear  of  their  Power,  you  then 

*  granted  fuch  a  Commiffionas  they  defired.' 

Next  follows  the  Commiffioa  itfelf,  which  we  have 
already  given  under  the  loth  Year  of  this  King's 
Reign  •*  j  and  then  the  Impeachment  goes  on  thus  : 

la 

a  Mr.  CollUr  obferves  that  this  is  anotlier  Precedent  of  a  Bifliop  being 
tried  by  his  Peers,  it  being  plain  by  the  Record,  adds  he,  that  Judgment 
ivas  given  by  the  Houfc  of  Lords,  not  in  a  legiflatlvc  but  in  a  judicial  Way  j 
and  that  the  Commons  were  only  Profeculors  in  this  Cafe,  ^f.  C^Uert 
^cdef.  Hiji.  Vol.  I.  p.  601. 

Though  the  Archbifhop  was  prefent  the  firft  Day  when  the  Ccmmont 
brought  in  .their  Impeachment,  and  offered  to  make  his  Defrnce,  yet  he 
was  abfcnt  the  next  when  Sentence  was  pronounced  againft  him.  Some 
Authors  accufe  the  King  of  double  Deahng  in  the  Affaii  j  and  that  he  com- 
,  jnandcd  the  Prelate  not  to  come  into  the  fioufe  i  having  firft  made  h:m  a 
Promifeof  his  Friendfliip.  and  given  him  his  Oath  that  the  Lords  ihould 
do  nothing  to  his  Prejudice.  HoU'ingJhcad'&  Chren,  p.  490.  CoUter, 
Ihidem, 

^  Sec  before,  p,  401,  417, 
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I.  «  The  faid  Duke  and  Earl  of  Arundelt^  \o  accom-  K.  Richard  il. 

*  plifh  their  traiterous  Purpofes,  and  to  have  yopr  Roy- 
^  at  Perfon  in  their  Power,  ordered,  as  they  pleafed, 

*  the  Government  of  your  whole  State,  with  the  Laws 

*  and  Dignities  thereof,  and  prevailed  with  Thomas  £arl 

^  of  Warwick  and  Thomas  Mortimer  to  join  with  them  -   r  ^g^  ] 

*  in  their  traiterous  Defign ;  who,  by  Agreement,  as 

*  Traitors  to  the  King  and  Kingdom,  ail  met  and  af- 
«  fembled  on  the  thirteenth  of  iviv^w^^r,  in  the  iith 

*  Year  of  your  Reign,  at  Haringhay" Parky  in  Middle/ex^ 

*  with  a  great  Number  of  People,  armed  and  arrayed, 
«  and  made  divers  of  your  Liege  People,  in  feveral  Parts 

*  of  your  Realm,  to  rife,  and  march  with  them,  againft 

*  your  Royal  Perfon,  contrary  to  their  Legiance,  and 

*  would  not  come  before  your  Prefence,  untill  they  were* 

*  fecured  by  your  Oath  that  they  might  come  and  rc- 

*  turn  fafely  ;  and  then  they  all  appeared  before  you  io 

*  your  Palace  at  Wejiminjiery  with  a  gr^at  Force  of  arm- 

<  ed  Men,,  and  traiterouily  conftrained  you  to  take  them 
^  into  your  fafe  Protection,  againft  your  Will  and  Plea- 

*  Aire. 

IL  «  The  faid  Duke,  the  Earls  ofjrundele  and  fTar-^ 

*  wicky  and  Thomas  Mortimir^  continuing  their  traite- 

<  rous  Purpofes,  by  Force  andr  Violence,  did  take  and 
^  imprifon  divers  of  your  Liege  People,  and  amongft 

*  others.  Sir  Simon  Burley^  and  brought  him  to  your 
^  Parliament,  held  on  the  Morrow  of  the  Purification, 

*  in  the  nth  Year  of  your  Reign,  and  there  fugg^fted 
^  divers  Points  of  high  Crimes  and  Treafon  againft  him, 

*  and  the  Advice  of  every  Lord  then  prefent  was  aflced, 

*  concerning  the  Crimes  of  the  faid  Simon^  and  after- 
^.  wards  the  Duke  and  Earls  would  know  your  Advice 
^  and  Opinion ;  and  you  anfwered  plainly.  He  was  not- 
^.guilty  in  any  Point  obje6ted  againft  him.  And,. after 
'  that,  the  Duke  and  Earls  caufed  you  to  come  into  a 

*  fecret  Place  at  Wejlminftery  and  there  fhewed  you  the 

*  Particulars  of  the  Crimes  abovefaid.     To  whom  you 

*  then  anfwered  likewife,  that  the  faid  Simon  was  not- 

*  guilty  in  any  of  thofe  Points.  And  there  they  took  up— 

*  on  them  traiteroufly  to  have  you  by  Force  confent  to 
*,the  Judgment  they  had  defigned  againft  him  ;  and  yet 

*  you  would  not  confent  to  any  Judgment. to  be  given- 

*  againft  the  faid  Simon^     Yet  neverthelefs,  the  faid 

*  Duke 
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*  Duke  and  Earh  took  upon  thcai  Royal  Power,  ia^ 

*  Prejudige  of  you^  and  in  Derogation  to  your  Crown, 

*  and  without  your  AiTent,  and  contrary  to  you^  Will, 

*  in  your  Abfence,  and  in  the  Abfence  6i  many  other 

<  Peers  of  Parltament,  without  their  Afient,  and  againft 

<  cheir  Wilfe,  they  awarded  that  the  faid  Slmm  mould 

*  be  drawn^  hanged,  and  beheaded  $  and  thereupon  they 

*  traiteroufly  caufed  his  Head  to  be  ftruck  off,  againft 

*  your  Peace,  Crown,  Majcfly,  and  Dignity. 

UL  <  The  aforefaid  Duke,  Earls,  and  Tbomdi  Mor^ 

*  //m/r,  continuing  their  malicious,  falfe,  and  traiterous 
^  Purpofes  and  Force,  at  Huntingdon^  on  Tburfday  the 

<  6th  oi  Dictmhir^  in  the  faid  nth  Year,  traiteroufly 

*  agreed,  and  intended  to  have  gone  with  dieir  Forces 

*  to  any  Place  of  the  Kingdom,  where  they  might  have 
*.  found  your  Royal  Perfon,  to  have  Airrendered  to  you 
^  their  Homage  Liege,  and  to  have  depofed  yon  ;  and 

<  this  they  would  have  done,  had  they  not  been  hiiider- 

*  ed  by  Henry  of  Lancaftir  Earl  of  Dtrhyy  and  Tb9mms 

*  Aiowbray  Earl  of  Nottingham.  And  the  faid  Duke  and 

*  Earls  continuing  their  traiterous  Intention  and  Force, 
^  by  Agreement  between  them,  caufed  the  Records  in 

*  your  Treafury,  of  the  Time  of  your  Grandfather 

*  King  Edward^  to  be  {torched,  how  he  demifed  his 

*  Crown ;  and  they  flicwed  to  you,  in  Writing,  the 

<  Caufes  of  the  Demife  of  his  Crown  in  your  Palice  at 

*  Wiftminfiety  in  the  Time  of  Parliament,  in  the  faid 

*  nth  Year,  and  they  faid,  falfly  and  traiteroufly,  that 
^.they  bad  Caufe  fufficient  to  depofe  you,  but  for  the  Re- 
^  verence  they  had  for  your  raofl  Noble  Grandfather, 

*  and  Father;  and  they  faid  alfo,  that,  in  Hopes  of  ]^our 
^  better  Government,  they  would  fuffer  you  to  am- 

*  tinue  in  vour  K'Oyal  Eftate  and  Regality. 

IV.  *  Which  Treafon  fo  imagined,  done,  and  per- 

*  petrated  by  the  afbrefaid  Duke,  Earls^  and  Thomas 

*  Mortinur^  againft  your  Royal  Perfon*  Eftate,  Maje- 

*  fty,  and  D^ity,  as  is  above  declared,  we  the  Ap- 
'  pellants  (there  named)  your  loyal  Lieges,  have  been 

*  and  are  ready  to  prove  againft  the  faid  Duke,  the  Earls 

*  of  ArundiU  and  fVarwicI^^  and  Thomas  Mortimer,  as 
^  you,  our  moft  dread  Lord,  and  this  high  and  honour- 
^  able  Court,  your  Parliament,  (bail  order.' 

Thefc 
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Thcfe  Articles  having  been  read,  the  Lords  Appel-  K.  RhUrdU. 
lanes  ^  prayed  the  King  that  the  Accufed  mi^ht  be  ' 

brought  before  him,  in  Parliament,  to  make  their  An-  t  4^  J 
fwer.  Accordingly  Ralph  Lord  Nevil^  Conftable  of 
the  Tower,  there  prefent,  had  Orders  to  bring  before 
i^tm  Richard  Ezx\  oi  ArundiUy  hisPrifoner,  which  he 
did,  ^on  the  fourth  Day  of  this  Seffion  of  Parliament. 
The  Duke  of  Lancafter^  being  conftituted  Lord  Hieh- 
Steward  of  Englandy  pro  bacVtcty  told  the  Prifoner,  tnat 
he  was  impeached  of  divers  Ads  of  High  Treafon ;  and 
the  Appeal  being  read  to  him,  his  Anfwer  was,  *  That 

*  he  had  a  general  Pardon  in  the  Parliament  held  in  the 

*  nth  Year  of  the  King  ;  as  alfo  a  Charter  of  Pardon 

*  made  to  him  within  fix  Years  laft  paft,  both  which  he    * 

*  prayed  might  be  allowed.'  The  Lord  High-Steward 
Cdd  the  Earl,  by  Command  of  the  King  and  Cotifent 
of  Parliament,  ♦  That  the  Pardon  granted  in  the  nth 
<  Year,  w^s  made  by  Confiraint  upon  the  King,  by  the 
'  faid  Duke,  Earls,  and  others  of  their  Party,  afTuming 

*  to  themfelves  Royal  Power,  in  Prejudice  to  the  King, 
'  his  Royal  Eftate,  Crown,  and  Dimity ;  and  that  the 

*  Charter  of  Pardon  was  made  in  Deceit  of  the  King, 

*  and  exprefly  againft  him  and  his  Royal  Dignity  i 

*  wherefore,  upon  the  Rcqueft  of  the  Commons,  by 

*  Confent  of  the  King  and  all  the  Eftatcs  of  Parliament,  • 

*  the  faid  Pardon  and  Charter  had  been  in  this  Parlia- 

*  ment  repealed  and  made  void/  The  Earl  was  aiked 
If  he  had  any  Thing  more  to  fay ;  and  he  being  filent. 
Sir  fFilltam  Clopton^  Chief  Juflice  of  the  King's  Bench, 
by  the  King's  Command,  declared  to  him  the  Law, 
and  the  Punifhment  he  muft  undergo,  if  he  pleaded 
nothing  elfe  ;  for,  if  he  did  not,  he  would  be  convicted 
and  atuinted  of  all  the  Matters  objeSed  aeainft  him* 

But  upon  the  Earl's  flill  infixing  on  his  Charter  and     t  47^  J 
Pardon,  and  demanding  the  Allowance  of  them,  the 

Lords 

b  Honeft  J,  Stow*  is  (b  particular  in  defcribing  the  Proceedingt  of  tbit  ^ 

Parliament,  that  he  gives  us  the  Drefs  the  Lords  Appellants  wore  on  thit 
Day*  They  were  clad,  fays  he,  in  red  Gowns  of  StUc,  garded  and  boarded 
with  white  Silk,  and  embroidered  with  Letters  of  Gold.  He  adds,  that  the 
Earl  ofArundeie  came  to  his  Trial  in  a  red  Gown  and  Scarlet  Hood,  which 
the  Duke  of  Lancafter  ordered  the  Lord  Nevil  to  take  off,  along  with  hit 
Girdle.     $t9%oe*tChroniclt,  316. 

Both  this  Earl  and  the  Earl  of  ffarjpick  had  been  taken  by  the  King's 
Gsroound,  and  fent  Priibneri  to  the  Tower^  fome  Time  before*  Fmr 
fartf  cap,  ccxxvi. 
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The  Earl  of 
Arundele  con* 


%fRUb4rdlh  Lords  Appellants,  in  their  proper  Perfons,  prayed  the 
King,  *  That  it  would  pleafe  him  to  give  Judgment 

*  upon  him  as  convidied  of  all  the  Points  on  which  he 

*  was  accufed  ^.* 

Then  the  Lord  High-Steward,  by  Command  of  the 
King,  all  the  Lords  Temporal,  and  Sir  Thomas  Picrcy^ 
Prodor  for  the  Clergy  **,  as  before  taken  Notice  of,  ad- 
judged the  faid  Earl  olArundele  *  Guilty  and  conviclof 
*•  all  the  Points  on  which  he  flood  appealed,  and,  as  a 

*  Traitor  to  the  King  and  Realm,  to  be  drawn,  hanged, 

*  beheaded,   and  quartered :   And  farther,  becaufe  his 

*  Treafons  were  of  fo  high  a  Nature  as  to  have  gone 

*  about  to  furrender  their  Liege  Homage,  and  depofc  the 

*  King,  and  that  his  levying  War  was  fo  notorious,  the 

*  faid  Lord  High- Steward,  by  the  Authority  aforefaid, 

*  awarded  that  all  his  Cafiles,  Manorsj  Lands,  Tene- 

*  ments,  Reverfions,  Fees,  and  every  other  Manor  of 

*  Inheritance,  as  well  in  Fee-Tail  as  Fee-Simple,  which 

*  were  the  faid  Earl  oi  ArundiU'%  on  the  19th  oiNovem^ 

*  biTy  in  the  loth  Year  of  the  King,  or  afterwards  ;  and 

*  alfo  all  the  Lands  and  Tenements  of  which  other  Per- 

*  fons  were  infcofFed  to  his  Ufe,  the  faid  19th  oi  Ne^ 
^  Vimber^  or  afterwards,  witK  all  his  Goods  and  Chat* 

*  tels,  ihould  be  forfeited  to  the  King  and  his'Heirs  for 

*  ever/     But  the  King  gracioufly  remitted  that  Part  of 
his  Sentence  of  being  drawn,  hanged,  and  quartered  ; 

And  beheaded*    and,  to  (hew  Equity  as  well  as  Rigour,  the  King  and 

£  471  ]     Lords,  both  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  declared.  That  ic 

was  not  their  Intention  that  the  Lands  and  Tenements, 

Fees,  or  any  other  Inheritance  of  which  the  faid  Earl 

ftood 

«  The  aforecited  Author,  J*  Stcwe,  has  given  us  a  ilrangc  Account  of 
this  Trial,  wherein  he  makes  the  Sum  of  the  EarPs  Anfwers  to  his  Ac- 
cufers  to  be,  Tbcv  /ies,  and  thou  Vttu  Ibid,  317.  Another  Hiftorian  writes. 
That  the  King  declared.  He  had  beeo  more  affronted  by  the  Earl  oS  Armn-^ 
dclt  than  any  of  the  reft,  in  the  Perfon  of  the  late  Queen  j  who  was  upoa 
her  Knees  three  Hours,  at  one  Time  to  him,  begging  the  Life  oijobn  Qml* 
vtrlie,  one  of  her  Efquires,  and  all  the  Anfwer  (he  could  get  from  tkie 
haughty  Earl,  wis^  Mmdam,  prgy  for  yurjdf  and  your  Hujbamdtfor  tbst 
it  befit  ofd  let  this  Suit  ahne»     Hollingihead'j  Chronicle^  f»  490. 

J  Mr.  Co/iier  here  again  obfervcs.  That,  at  thia  Trral*  Sir  Thomas  Pier^ 
fy,  the  Proxy  for  the  Bifhops,  was  one  of  the  EarP*  Judges,  and  joined  in 
the  Sentence  with  the  Temporal  Lords  ;  from  which  he  infers,  that  the 
Biihops  withdrawing  from  the  Houfc  of  Lords,  in  Cafes  of  Blood,  was  only 
a  voluntary  Abfence,  occafioned  by  the  Reftraint  of  the  Canons.  For^ 
adds  he,  a  Delegation  from  a  Principal  to  a  Proty  muft  carry  the  fame 
Authority  with  the  Pcrfoa  he  repreloits.    C«/.  Mcc,  Bifi,  Vol.  K  6oi»  a« 
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ftood  infiM>f&dt  to  the  Ufe  of  another,  (hould  in  anyK,  Rick^rd  n* 
Manner  be  forfeited  by  reafon  of  this  Judgment  ®. 

On  the  very  fame  Day  that  the  £arl  of  ArundtU  was 
brought  into  Parliament,  and  tried  and  convi£led,  ibt 
King  dire^d  his  Warrant  to  Th$mas  Earl  Maiihal, 
Governor  of  the  I'own  of  Calais^  or  to  his  Lieutenant, 
iignifying  that  he  fliould  brins  over  the  Body  of  Thomas 
Duke  of  Gloucejier  with  all  tne  Speed  he  could,  to  an- 
fwer  to  divers  Articles  of  Treafon  objected  againft  him, 
in  Parliament,  by  the  Appellants,  according  to  the  Lm9 
and  Cuftom  ufed  in  England^  and  further  to  receive  the 
Orders  of  the  King  and  Parliament  concerning  him» 
This  Writ  bears  Date  at  fVeftminfter^  Sipt.  2i,  in  tho 
aift  Year  of  his  Reign,  by  the  King  and  Council  in 
Parliament.  *" 

The  Anfwer,  or  Return,  of  the  Earl  Marflial  to  this 
Warrant,  was,  *  That  he  could  not  bring  the  faid  Duke 
^  before  the  King  and  his  CouncD  in  that  Parliament^ 

*  for  that  being  in  his  Cuftody^  in  the  King's  Prifon  at 
■  Calais^  he  there  died.'  This  Return  was  made  Sip* 
Umber  24. 

Upon  the  reading  of  this  Warrant  and  Return  in  Par- 
liament, the  Lords  Appellants,  in  their  proper  Perfons, 
prayed  the  King,  ^  That  the  fakl  Duke  of  Gloucefter 
^  might  be  declared  a  Traitor  an<fan  Enemy  to  him,  as 

*  having  levied  War  in  this  Kingdom  againft  his  Perfon^ 

^  and  contrary  to  his  Allegiance:  And  that  all  his  Lands,     t  47^  ] 

*  Tenements,  Goods,  and  Chattels,  might  be  forfeited, 
^  as  in  this  Cafe,  notwithftanding  his  Death,  they  ought 
^  to  be.'  Then  the  Commons  prayed  the  Kmg  and 
Lords,  ^  That  fince  it  was  notoriouily  known  to  his 
'  Majefty  and  all  the  Eftates  of  this  prefent  Parliament^ 

Vol.  L  I  i  *  and 

9  The  King,  oat  of  Refpeft  to  bif  Quality,  changed  the  Sentence  to 
Beheading  only,  and  he  was  exeaited  the  Tame  Day  on  Ttnoer'Hill.  Stowt^ 
317.  See  an  Account  of  this  Earl's  Behaviour  at  hii  Death  in  HoUit^ 
ft>ead*%  Chronicle,  p.  493.  Father  Orleans,  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Revolu- 
tion! ofEnglanJf  makes,  upon  this  Occafion,  the  following  Remark, 
'  That  the  Englijb  Nation,  as  well  as  moil  of  their  Ai|Uiors,  are  always 
'  favourable  to  Rebels.  After  the  Death  of  the  Earl  ofArnnelele,  the  Po* 
'  pulace  began  to  afcribe  Miracles  to  his  Tomb  ;  fuch  as  they  had  for* 

*  roerly  done  to  Montfort  Earl  of  Leuejler,  adds  the  Jefuit,  under  Henry  III* 
'  and  the  Earl  of  Lancafter  under  Edward  II.  who  both  died  for  much  the 
'  fame  Caufe  with  Arundek,*    Pere  d'Orleam,  Vol.  IK 

f  The  Writ  and  Return  to  it  are  both  printed,  from  the  Record,  ii% 
l>r.  Bradf'9  Appendix,  N©.  HI.  Alfo  in  the  PubUc  Jff$,  Vol.  VIII^ 
p*  15.    But  principally  in  the  Placita  Ctrontf» 
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1^  nitkvd  IL  c  tnd  to  all  tl^c  Kingdom^  that  the  faid  Duke,  znA 

*  others  of  his  Parly,  afiembled  at  Haringbay^  in  the 

*  County  of  jlktiddUfexi  with  a  .gfeat  Numhftr  of  People, 

*  armed  and  anaaj^d,  to  mak^  War  againft  the  Kin^ 
^  omtxwy  to  thfitr  Allegiance,  and  came  with  thole 
^  JForoes  into  the  King's  Pre&nce,  which  was  kvyiog 

*  War  againfl  their  Lkge  Lord,  that  he  mi^t  there- 
^  upon  he  ai^udgod  9^  a  Traitor,  and  his  Lai2s,  Tene- 
^jBenta,&r.  notwahftanding  his 'Death  before,  for- 
^  ieited.'    Whereupon  all  the  Inurds  Ten^poral,  and  the 

The  DuIm  of     »fof«<*id  Sir  Thmnas  Purcy^  Prodor  fiDr  tiie*Clei^,  ha<- 

Ghuc^^  tho'  Vtng  been  iingly  examined,  'declaced  that  ihe  laid  Crime 

dead,  declared    ^d  Treafon  was  (lotociouAy  known  to  them  and  the 

TilSa^!"'^    whole  Kiflgdomi  wherefore  they,  wuth  the  Kim's  Af* 

fent, declared  him  guilty  of  levying  War  as  a  Traitor^ 

aind  adjudged  '  all  his  Oaftles,   Landa,   Manon,   &r. 

Mbich  he  was  poilbiicd  of  on  the  1 3th  of  Hwu^mkir^  10 

0)e  I  Jth  Year  of  this  Reign,  to  he  forfeited  to  the  King 

suid  his  Heii9.;  and  that  none  of  his  Jflue,  or  Heirs  df 

his  Body,  or  their. Iflue  or  Heirs,  in  Time  to  come, 

ihould  ever  bear  the  Royal  Arms  of  England  entire,  or 

^itb  DifFecence ;  oe,  in.any  other  Marnier  whatfoever, 

ihould  inherit  tbs  Crown  oLEmgknd. 

Qa  the  a5th  of  SipUmkir  the  faid  ^pdlants  ^pr^ye^ 
the  King  in  foil  PiarUanant,  that  if  there  was  any  Thing 
upon  Aecord,  eiUier  i»y  Confeffion  of  any  Perfon  accufed; 
{  ^  any  other  Perfon  whatfoever,  touching  their  Appeal, 

that  it  might  he  openly  known  and  declared  in  full  Par* 
liament.  Upon  which  Petiiion,  hy  ihe  Advice  of  the 
IrfOrds  Temporal,  the  King  commanded  that  a  CommiO- 
fion,  bearing'Dafie  the  17th  of  AuguA  laft  paft,  direded 
to  Sir  William  Muikitis  one  of  the.  Juftices  of  the  com- 
tnon  Bench,  together  with  a  Confeffion  made  before  him 
^y  Tbamas^  late  Duke  of  Gleueejkr^  by  Virtue  of  the 
abovefatd  Commiiion,  with  the  Return  of  that  Com* 
miOion«  be  read  in  Parliament.  The  Dune's  Confef- 
JiQO  is  in  old  EngUJh^  and  was  not  the  Matter  of  it  very 
C  473  ]  particular,  the  La^uagc  defcrvcs  our  Notice,  as  another 
Specimen,  from  a  rrince,  of  the  Inelegance  of  the  Eng^ 
l^  Tongue  in  thofe  Days. 

*  This  is  the  Anfwer  of  Witliam  Rickhtll  to  the  Com- 
^  mUfion  of  bis  Liege  Lord  the  King.    Thomas  Duke  of 
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<  Glouciftit^  be  the  Name  of  Tiomas  tVoidft^k^  tbe  ZerK,  mthttri  \u 
^  of  the  Kilig  Rithard  twenty-^one^.  in  tbe  Caftle  of  Ca^ 

^  leys,  by  Vertue  oli  a  Commifion  of  the  King,  a$  it  js 
^  more  plainly  declared  in  the  Dune,  dire^ed  to  William 
^  Rickhill^  JiHlice,  hath  I  know  and  confofied  to  fore  the 
*  fame  fVilliam  all  the  Matters  and  Points  I  wrote  in  - 
-*  this  great  Roll  annexed  to  this  Schedule,  the  which 
«  Schedide  and  great  Roll,  both  fealed  under  the  Seal  of 
^  the  ftforefaid  H^illiam^  and  all  the  Matters  and  Points  I 

<  know  and  confefled  bv  the  aforefaid  Duke  In  theCaftle 
'  of  CateySy  the  forefaidDuke  beiib  own  Hand  (uUy  and 
^plainly  I  wrote,  and  delevered  it  to  the  Xame  WillUun 
^  Rickhiti  tQuohing  this  Matter,  as  it  was  done  in  the 

^<  Prefence  of  John  Lancafter  and  Jobn  Lovitofiy  and  in 
^  none  other  Manner/ 

/Thomas  of  Woodftock,  the  Zor  of  nty  Lord  /£/ Hit Confcffion 
King  twenty 'onty  he  the  Vertue  of  a  Commi£hn  ^f  my"^^^'^^^^ 
Lord  the  King  the  fame  Zer^  eUr^aed  ta  Wilfiam  Rick- 
hlH,  Jujlice^  the  which  is  cofnprehe^ded  more  plainly  in  the 
iforeJaidCommiffion^  knowlechethatlwas  one  with^eryngt 
of  other  Men  to  affent  to  the  mcAing  of  a  Commiffiony  in 
the  which  Commijfum  /,  among  othk'^  refirained  my  Lord 
<fhi5  Freedom^  and  took  upon  m$^  among  other Sy  Power 
Kegaly  truly  not  knowing  ne  witting  that  Time  that  1  did 
againfi  his  Eftate^  nor  his  Royabu,  as  I  did  eftir^  and 
do  now ;  and  forafmuch  as  I  knew  forward  thai  I  hefd 
done  wrongy  and  take  upon  me  more  than  /  ought  to  do^  I 
fubmitted  me  to  my  Lord^  and  cried  him  Mercy  ondGrace^ 
and  yet  do  as  truly  and  as  meekly  as  any  Man  may^  and 
put  me  high  and  low  in  his  Mercy  and  Or^ice^  as  he  hatb 
always  been  full  of  Mercy  and  Grace  to  all  other. 

Alfoy  in  that  Time^  that  I  came  armed  into  my  Lord's 
Prefence^  and  into  his  Palace^  howfoever  that  I  did  it  for 
Drede  of  my  Life^  I  knowleche  for  certain  that  I  did  Evii^ 
and  againji  his  Regalitie^  and  his  Eflate^  wherefore  I  fulf^     [  ^74  J 
mit  me  lowly  and  meekly  to  his  Mercy ^  and  to  his  Grace. 

Alfoy  in  that  I  took  my  Lord*s  Letters  of  his  Mejfages^ 
and  opened  them  againft  his  Lem)e^  I  knowleche  that  I  did 
Evil^  wherefore  1  put  me  lowly  in  his  Grace. 

Alfo^  in  that^  that  I  fclaundred  my  Lord^  I  knowlech 

that  I  did  Evil  and  wickedly  in  that^  that  I  fpake  to  him 

infclaunderous  wife^  in  Audience  of  other  Folk ;  hot  by  the . 

I  i  2  Way 
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K.  Mki^td  D.  ^of^  that  my  Soul  Jball  too^  I  mtani  iwm  Evil  thireiit^ 
MiVirtbfUfs  I  w$t  aifd  knowUche  that  I  did  Evil  and  tm^ 
kindly  J  wherjfon  I  fubmit  me  high  and  low  in  his  Grace. 

Jlfo^  in  that  /,  among  other^  communed  and  ajked  of 
certain  Clercs^  whether  that  we  might  give  up  our  Homage 
for  Drede  of  our  Lives  ^  or  not^  and  whether  that  we  were 
affentid  thereto  for  to  do  ity  trewly^  and  by  myTroth^  I  ne 
have  now  none  full  Mind  thereof  hut  I  trow  rather  yes 
than  nay  J  wherefore  I  fubmit  me  high  and  low  evermore 
in  bis  Grace. 

Alfo^  in  that^  that  I  was  in  Place  where  it  was  com*- 
tmtned^  and  Jpoken  in  Manner  of  Depofal  of  my  Liege 
Lord^  truly  I  knowlecb  well^  that  we  were  ajfentid  thereto 
for  two  Days  or  tbreoy  and  then  were  for  to  have  done  our 
Homage  and  our  Othes^  and  put  him  as  highly  in  bh 
Eft  ate  as  ever  he  was\  but  forfouth  there  I  knowlecb  that 
1  did  untruly^  and  unkindly  as  to  him^  that  is  my  Liege 
Lord^  and  hath  beenfo  good  and  kind  Lord  to  me^  where^ 
fore  I  befeecb  to  bim^  notwithftanding  myn  Unkindntfs^ 
evermore  of  his  Mercy  and  of  his  Grace ^  as  lowly  as  iuty 
Creature  may  befeecb  it  unto  bis  Liege  Lord. 

And  as  of  any  new  Thing  or  Ordenance^  that  ever  I 
Jbould  have  Witting  or  known^  ordained  or  ajfentid^  P^^^ 
or  apperty  that  Jbould  have  been  againft  my  Lord's  Eflate^ 
er  bis  Will^  or  any  that  longetb  about  bim^fyth  that  Way 
I  fwore  unto  him  at  Langley,  on  God's  Body  truly ^  and 
by  that  Othe  that  I  there  made^  I  never  knew  of  gathering 
eigainfl  him^  ne  none  other  that  longetb  unto  htm. 

And  as  totuhing  all  thefe  Point s^  that  I  have  made  Con^ 
feffion  of  to  Sir  William  Rickhill,  Jtifticey  in  the  which 
1  wot  well  that  I  have  offended  my  Lord  unkindly  and  un^ 
[  475  ]  ^^y^  ^^  ^  ^^^*  fa^^  before^  how  that  I  have  in  all  thefe 
Points  offended  bim^  and  done  againft  him^  trewly^  and  as 
I  will  anfwer  before  Gody  it  was  my  meaning  and  my 
weaning  to  do  the  be  ft  for  his  Perfon^  and  for  his  EJlate  ; 
neverthelefs  I  wot  welly  and  know  well  nowe^  that  my 
Deeds  and  my  fVorkir^s  were  againft  my  Intent ;  buty  bj 
the  Wayy  that  my  SoulJhaU  too  of  thefe  Points y  and  of  all 
ether  the  which  that  I  done  of  Negligence  and  of  Unkun- 
ningy  it  was  never  myne  Intent  y  ne  my  Willy  ne  for  my 
Thought y  for  to  do  a  Thing  that  Jhould  have  been  Di/lreffe 
or  Harminj^  againft  the  Salvation  of  my  Liege  Lord's  Per-- 
fony  as  I  will  anfwer  before  God  at  the  Day  offudgment. 

And 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


e/*ENGLAND.  Jof 

Jnd  thirefore  I  hiftich  my  LUgt  and  Siventgn  Lord^  Rkbsrd  JI. 
th^  Kingy  that  hi  will^  of  his  high  Grace  and  Benignity^ 
accept  mi  to  his  Mercy  and  his  Graa^  as  I  that  put  my 
Life^  my  Body^  and  my  Goods ^  wholly  at  his  ff^ill,  as  lotvfy  , 

€?x  makly  as  any  Cnatun  can  do  or  may  do  to  his  Liiga 
Lord  I  befiiching  to  his  High,  Lor djhip^  that  hi  willj  for 
the  PaJJion  that  God  fuffend  for  all  Mankind^  and  tbt 
Compafion  that  hi  had  for  bis  Mother  on  the  Crojfiy  and 
thi  Pity  hi  had  of  Mary  Magdalen,  that  hi  will  vouch-- 
fafi  for  to  havi  Compajfon  and  Pity^  and  to  acapt  mi  to 
his  Mercy  and  to  his  Grace y  as  he  that  hath  ever  been  full 
cf  Mercy  and  of  Grace  to  all  his  LiegeSy  and  to  all  other 
that  have  nought  been  fo  nigh  unto  him  as  I  have  been^ 
though  I  been  unworthy.^^-^So  far  in  Englijh. 

Afier  this  Return  to  the  Commiffion  had  been  read^ 
the  Appellants  prayed  that  Sir  fFilliam  Rickhilly  ap* 
proved  for  his  great  Loyalt)^  and  Difcretion,  might  be 
commanded  by  the  King,  upon  his  Allegiance,  to  de- 
clare the  Truth  touching  this  Confeffion ;  who,  in  the 
Prefence  of  the  King,  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal, 
and  Commons,  in  Parliament,  faid  and  declared,  ^  That, 

*  about  Eight  o'Clock  before  Noon,  he  came  within  the 

*  CafUe  of  Calais  to  the  Duke  of  Gloucejkry  who  was 

*  then  of  good  Memory  and  out  of  Prifdn  « ;  that  be 
^  {hewed  him  his  Commiffion,  and  the  Caufe  of  hia 

*  coming,  in  the  Prefence  of  John  Lancafter  and  John 

^  Lovetofts  and  defired  that  what  he,  the  faid  Duke,     r*47S  1 

*  had  to  fay  to  it  he  would  put  down  in  Writing,  and    . 

*  then  he  departed.     Returning  to  him  about  Nine  of  ' 

*  the  Clock  in  the  Afternoon  of  the  fame  Day,  the  Duke 
<  read,  in  Writing,  the  faid  Confeffion,  with  bis  own 

*  Mouth,  and  gave  the  fame  to  William  Rickhill  with 

*  his  own  Hand.     Further,  William  Rickhill  faid  to  the 

*  faid  Duke,  That  if  there  was  any  Thing  more  touch-r 
^  tng  this  Matter,  that  he  would  fpeak  it  for  the 
^  King's  Satisfadtion,  for  that  the  King  would  know  the 

*  whole  Truth  of  the  Affair :  Whereupon  the  Duke 
^  faid  he  had  forgot  one  Thing  that  then  came  into 

*  his  Memory,  that  he  faid  to  hii  Majefty,  If  he  de^t 
^  figned  to  be  Kingy  he  muji  not  intercede  for  Sir  Sinion 
^  Burley,  to  fave  him  from  Death :  And  he  defued  the 

I  i  3  *  faid 

I  Be  ^tfiff  0Uri  tn  boimt  Mimrii^  et  bors  de  Dunfft  de  Prifn*    ^ccordt 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


362  ne  ParJiamentarj  History 

lfi.RkMrilU  <  faid  WiUiam  RkkbiU  to  fliew  this  to  the  Kkig  by 

♦  Word  of  Mouth  \ 

To  keep  dp  the  Impartiality  of  thefe  Inquiries^  it  is 
neceflary  to  fay,  that,  notwithftanding  the  Formality  of 
the  Comeffion,  and  this  Depofition  of  the  Judge  relating 
to  it,  yet  moft  Hiftorians  agree  that  this  Noble  Duke 
was  prtvateiy  murtfered  atC^^/j,  becaufe  the  King  and 
Council  durft  not  bring  fo  popular  it  Prince  to  an  open 
Trial :  And  Tyrrely  though  he  has  given  the  abof  efatd 
'  Confefllon  at  large,  yet  concludes  with  faying  that  it  was 
ixtorttd  from  the  Duke ;  and  that  he  was  one  that  ftooi 
up  highly  for  the  Liberties  and  Rights  of  the  People, 
and  was  greatlj  beloved  by  them :  ^  yet  he  owm  that 
he  was  one  of  \o  high  and  turbulent  a  Temper,  as  greatly 
exafperated  the  King  his  Nephew,  which  gave  Occafion 
to  thofe  that  hated  the  Dukd  to  work  his  Ruin ;  to  which 
the  King  too  readily  confented  ^. 
C  477  ]  ®"*  ^^  proceed  with  the  Record,  and  leave  Jhe  Judg^ 
ment  of  thefe  Matters  to  others.  On  the  28th  oiSifUm^ 
hit  the  Conftable  of  the  Tower  brought  before  the  Par- 
liament Thomas  Earl  of  fVarivick^  who  was  told  by  the 
Duke  of  Lancaftir^  Lord  High-Steward,  by  Coamnand 
from  the  King  and  all  the  Lords  Temporal,  that  he  was 
tccnfed  by  Edward  Earl  of  Rutland^  and  the  other  Ap-» 
pellants,  there  named,  of  divers  High  Treafons,  which 
were  all  comprehended  iff  two  Articles,  that  of  aflem*^ 
The  Birl  of  Ming  with  Force  and  armed  Men  it  Haringhay^  &Ci 
^anohk  coH-  and  the  Charge  about  Sir  Simm  Burliyy  which  were 
^^»  drawn  up  in  the  fame  Words  as  in  the  Cafe  of  the  Earl 

6f  Arundile.     To  aH  which  he  anfwered,  *  That  he 

•  well  underftood  thofe  Treafons  and  wicked  Deeds  | 
^  that  he  was  guilty  of  them,  and  put  himfelf  upon  the 

*  King's 

-  %  Et  pHa  k  dit  WilKam  Ridcbill  quil  ^trroit  monprtr  €»U  Matire  0m 
JStff  P»r  Beuch.     Placita  Corons. 

1  Hit  Body  was  afterwards  brought  into  EngtanJ,  and  butted  ia  Jfefir 
mincer  Abbey,  where  his  Tomb  ftill  remains^ 

Sir  Jdhi  Fnifarti  a  Contemporary  Hiftorian,  aod  very  conyerfant  ui 
King  Richard'^  Court,  has  a  very,  long  Chapter'under  this  Title,  Boto  the 
puke  of  Gloccftrc  fubteVy  fought  out  the  Meant  hovf  to  dejirojt  Kin^ 
^ycharde  d/'Englande^  bis  Nephuet  And  fays  exprelly  that  the«King  yti$ 
drivenr  to  thefe  Straits,  either  to  deftroy  or  be  dcftroyed  himfelf.  Book  HI* 
cap.  ccxxii  and  ccxxiii. 

See  alfo  Fabian* %  Cbron.  Part  VII.  Fol.  cxiix. 

Alfo  Hollingfiead,  p.  487  f  whArc  there  is  a  Urge  Account  of  the 
Puke't  haughty  Behaviour  to  the  King,  and  his  fecret  Combination  againfl 
him.  Polydore  Vergil  ftiles  this  0uke^  Vir ferodffmtti  et  trecifith  Iggeni^'^ 
Pift*  JSPI*  Lib.  XX.      *  ' 
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••  Kind's  Mercy  artd  Gtace  K*    Upoh  which  the  Dukfe^K  .Rld^d  u, 

ofLancqfi^y  by  Command  ofxhit  King,  and  Confcnt, 

as  aforefatdy  of  all,  pronounced  the  vtry  fame  Sentence 

againft  him,  in  ali  Things,  as  he  had  done  againil  the 

Earl  of  Arundelt.     But,   adds  the  Record,  rile  King 

moved  with  Pity^  to  the  Keverence  and  Hbnour  of  God, 

at  the  Prayer  of  the  Appeilanta,  the  Lords  Spiritual 

and  Temporal,  and  Commons  in  Parliament,  remitted 

Part  erf  the  feid  Judgment,  and  granted  Kirn  his  Life  j 

ib  that  his  Sentence  Wai,  To  remaik  Prifoner  in  the  Ifle  And  biiuilied« 

of  Man  daring  his  Life  j    upon  Condition^  that  if  any 

Means  were  made  life  of  to  the  King  or  Bis  Heirs^  to  gain 

him  any  further  Favour,  or  if  he  Jhould  make  hir  Efcape',, 

tben  the  Judgment  againft  him  fir  Death  Jbouid  te  put  in 

Execution  y  and  the  Ki fig's  Grace  Jhould' he  void. 

This  done,  the  Commons  before  the  King,  in  Parlia- 
ftient,  affirmed  the  faki  Appeals  to  be  all  good  and  law- 
ful. Afterwards  the  Lords  Appellants  impeached  Tho^'TbomatMarumtr 
mas  Mortimer  of  the  Xreaions  comprJzed  ip  the  faid  Ac-/"*^"^^^"P« 
^ufation ;  bat  he,  being  then  in  Ireland,  fled  into  thq 
Mountains  to  the  Iri/h  Rebels  for  Prote^on.  A  Pro-  '  [  47^  ] 
danrtation  Was  thereupon  ordered  in  Parliament^  to  be 
made  throughout  Ireland,  that  he  ftould  furrcrrder  him- 
felf  in  England,  within  three  Months,  to  anfwer  to  the 
Impeachment,  or  elfe  be  declared  a  Traitor ;  and  all 
his  Manors,  Caftles,  Lands  and  Tenements,  ^c. 
trhich  he  was  poflefled  of  on  the  r3th  of  November,  as 
ki  the  former  Cafes,  fliouki  be  forfeited  to  the  Kmg  ^ 
•  After  thefe  fevere  Proceedings,  the  Commons  inter- 
ceded with  the  King,  for  his  Favour  towards  the  Bi- 
fliops  and  Lords  who  were  nrfmed  Commiffioncrs  in 
the  former  Commiilion,  made  in  the  lofh  Year  of  his 
Reign,  but  neither  procured  it,  contented  to  it,  nor 
ided  in  the  Execution  of  it.  Tbree  of  tliefe  were  Afct 
alive,  t;/«.  the  Duke  oiTork,  the  Bi&op  oi  Winchefter^ 
and  Richard  le  Scrope:  The  four  dead  were  fP^tlHam  late 
Archbiftop  of  Canterbury,  Alexander  late  Archbifhop  of 
Tork,  Thomas  late  Bifllop  of  Exeter,  and  Nicholas  hit 

Abbot 

k  J,  Stotoe  Wrifes,  That  he  behaved  himfclf  like  an  old  Woman  at  his 
Trial,  confefled  all  Things  contamed  in  the  Appeal,  wejerping,  wdiling^  and 
howling,  and  fubmitting  himfelf  in  aU  Things  to  the  King^s  Mercy* 
Cbron,  p.  31S. 

1  The  Writ  dJrefted  to  lt$ger  Mortimer^  Earl  of  March,  the  King'i    ^ 
Lieutenant  in  Ireland^  with  the  Proclamation  againft  *Thomai  Mortimer^ 
induded,  is  preserved  io  the  Public  AQi.    Tom.  Vlli.  p.  |6« 
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K«  Ritb^rd  11*  Abbot  of  JValtbam^  wbofc  Loyalty  and  Innocenqf 

acknowledged  in  open  Parliament.  Tbe  Dedaratioa 
of  which,  by  the  Advice  of  the  Lords,  and  at  tbe  Re«-> 
queft  of  tbe  Commons,  the  King  caufed  to  be  made  iii- 
to  a  Sutute. 

The  Commons  further  humbly  befeeched  the  King^ 
^  That  he  would  pleafe  to  coniider  how  that,  at  tho 
<  Time  when  Thomas  Duke  of  Gloucefiir^  Richard  Elarl 
^  of  Arundtliy  and  Thomas  Earl  of  fVarwick^  did  rife  in 
^  Arms  againil  their  Allegiance  to  the  King,  tbe  (aid 
^  Duke  and  Earls  would  have  come  and  feized  the  Per* 

*  fon  of  the  King^  killed  a  great  Number  of  his  Sub* 
^  je^,  and  would  have  accompliOied  their  wicked  Pur«> 
^  pofe  and  Intent,  if  they  had  not  been  let  and  hindered 

*  by  tfaofe  honourable  Perfons  of  the  King's  Bloody 
^  Henry  of  Lancafier^  Earl  of  Dirhjy  and  Thomas  de 
^  Mowbray^    Earl  of  Nottingham :    Thefe  Nobleo^en 

*  well  underftood  that  the  faid  Duke  and  Earls  were  no* 
^  torioufly  aSine  againil  their  Allegiance  and  the  King's 
^  Eftate  ;  and,  being  willing  to  do  their  Duty,  left  the 
^  other's  Company  and  came  to  him.     Therefore  the 

f  i.70  1  *  '^'^  Commons  fpecially  recommended  the  Perfons  of 
I  479  J  c  the  £arls  of  Derby  and  Nottingham  to  his  Favour.* 
Whereupon  the  King,  fitting  in  his  Royal  Throne,  m 
Parliament,  anfwered.  That  this  Matter  was  better  inoum 
to  him  than  to  any  other ^  and  he  both  witnejfed  and  declared 
the  good  Behaviour^  Loyalty^  and  Fame  of  the  faid  txoo 
Earlsy  and  h^ld  them  for  bis  loyal  Subje£lSy  ^nd  that  they 
/hould  be  reported  and  taken  for  fuch  throughout  the  Realm. 
Further y  that  they  Jhould  le  excufed  from  anf  Impeach^ 
m^nty  Molejlationy  or  Grievance^  for  the  Caufe  aforefaid^ 
in  any  Time  to  came  "*. 

Then,  with  the  Advice  and  Confent  of  all  the  Lords 
in  Parliament,  and  at  the  Prayer  of  the  Commons,  the 
King  ordained  and  eftablifhed  that  this  Declaration  and 
Grant  ihould  have  the  Force  of,  and  be  holden  for,  % 
Statute ;  and  that  all  Judgments,  Declarations,  Ordi* 
nances,  and  EAabhfbments,  made  in  this  Parliamenty 
Ibould  have  the  fame  Force  and  Vigour  as  a  Statute. 

It  was  in  this  Parliament  alfo  that  the  King,  with  the 
Confent  of  all,  ereded  the  County  oiCb^er  into  % 

Priqr 

«  Thefe  two  Peer*  had  been  Joint- Appellant  with  the  three  imp^ach^ 
^  (4  Lorfis.    See  beiorc  p.  4i2»  437.    KQt«  Pari.  21  Ricb,  1|»  N9«  ^7. 
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Prindpality,  and  annexed  to  it  all  the  Caftlcs,  Lord- K-^*«**^^^ 
fliips,  Rents,  ^c.  in  the  Counties  of  Fltni  and  Sahp^ 
which  did  belong,  and  are  now  forfeited,  to  the  Crown,  The  County  d 
by  the  Attainder  of  the  late  Earl  of  ArundeU^  the  Title  ^^^  * 
of  Prince  of  Chifln^  for  ever,  to  be  fixed  on  the  King's 
eldeft  Son.  The  Eftates  of  the  Duke  and  Earl  of  fFar- 
wick  were  annexed  to  the  Crown. 
,  Alfo  the  King,  in  fome  Meafure  to  reward  the  Loyalty 
of  his  Nobility,  (hewn  at  this  Time,  made  feveral  new 
Creations  in  this  Parliament :  For,  on  Michatlmas-Day^ 
Henry  Earl  of />/r^,  was  made  Duke  of  Hereford  i 
Edward  Earl  of  Rutland^  Duke  of  Albemarle ;  Thomas  PiomotioBit  ^ 
Holland  Earl  of  Kent^  Duke  of  Surrey  ;  John  Holland 
£arl  of  Huntingdon^  Duke  of  Exeter  y  both  the  King's 
Half- Brothers.     Thomas  Mowbray  Earl  of  Nottingham^ 
Duke  of  Norfolk ;  John  Beaufort  was  made  Earl  of 
Somerjet  and  Marquis  of  Dorfet ;  Thomas  Lord  Defpen^ 
fer^  Earl  of  Gloucejler ;  Ralph  Lord  Nevile^  Earl  of 
Wejimoreland  \  Thomas  Lord  Piercy^  Earl  of  IVorceJler  \ 
and  William  Lord  Scrope^  Earl  of  fViltJhire. 

After  all  which  Ceremonies  were  ended,  we  are  told,  xhe  Parliameot 
by  the  Records,  that  the  King,  on  the  fame  Day,  con-  adjourned  to 
fidering  there  were  feveral  great  Affairs  ftill  depending,  Shrtvfjbury. 
that  could  not  very  well  be  determined  at  that  Time, 
and  for  other  Caufes  and  Reafons  thereunto  moving  him, 
did  adjourn  this  prefent  Parliament  from  Weftminfier  to 
the  ^indene  of  St  Hilary  next  coming,  to  be  holden 
at  Shrew/bury^  and  ordered  all  States  and  Degrees  to 
take  Notice  and  there  to  attend  i  after  which  he  'gave 
Le^ve  to  the  hoxis  and  Commons  to  depart  for  that 
Time. 

Notwithftan.ding  the  great  BMAnefs  of  this  SefEon  was  [  480  ] 
now  over,  which,  in  all,  lafted  but  twelve  Days,  yet  a 
Matter  of  fome  Moment  occurs,  which  was  the  imme- 
diate Confequence  of  it.  For  the  very  next  Day,  being 
Sunday^  and  the  Feaft  of  St.  Jerome^  September  30,  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  after  Mafs  was  celebra- 
ted in  the  Abbey-Church  at  Weftminfier^  before  the 
Shrine  of  St.  Edward^  took  an  Oath  in  the  King's  Pre- 
fence  \  and  the  Prelates,  that  is  to  fay,  all  the  Biihopa 
there  .prefent,  with  feveral  Mitred  Abbots  and  Priors, 

whofo 
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K,KSck^fL  y/fyod  Naines  and  Tides,  with  the  Form  of  the  Oilib, 
a  copied  from  the  original  RoU,  as  follows  : 


t    481     ] 


The  Archbilhop  of  York^ 
The  Bifliop  of  London^ 
The  Bifbop  of  ffinchifier^ 
The  Biihop  of  Efyj 
The  BHhop  of  Dure/huf 
The  BiQiop  of  Salijbury^ 
The  Biihop  of  Excefier^ 
The  Bifhop  of  Bangor^ 
The  Biihop  of  IVorctfttr^ 
The  Biihop  of  Henfori^ 


The  Biihop  ofChichtftir^ 
The  Bifliop  of  S/.  Afapb^ 
The  Biihop  of  Cur/i^ 
The  Biihop  of  LiaMaff^ 
The  Prior  of  St.  'J^bn   of 

Jemfskm  in  Englamd^ 
The  Ahboi  of  fTrftmh^^ 
The. Abbot  of-ir.  if/^airV^ 
The  Prior  of  Cantirhay. 


Tou  Jhall  fwear^  That  Will  and  truty  you  Jhall  bold^ 
fuftainj  and  maintain^  with$ut  Fraud  or  Deceit^  all  tbi 
StatutiSy  EflabiiJhmintSy  Ordinances,  or  yudgments^  madt 
§r  gtvin  in  this  Parliament^  without  doing  any  Thing  to 
the  contrary  of  any  of  them^  or  the  Dependencies  on^  or 
Parcel  of  them  ;  nor  that  you  will  ever  repeal^  revoke^ 
cajfate^  make  void^  reverfe,  adnuUy  nor  ever  fuffer  them 
to  he  repealed^  revoked^  eajfated^  made  void^  revtrfed^  or 
adnuttedy  fo  long  as  you  live ;  faving  to  the  King  his  Rey» 
etlty.  Liberty y  and  the  Right  of  his  Crown^ 

And  fo  foon  as  they  had  fworn,  the  Lords  Temporal, 
fn  the  fame  Place,  in  the  Prefcncet)f  the  King,  took 
the  fame  Oath ;  that  is  to  fay. 


The  Duke  of  Guienm  and 

Lancajlery. 
The  Duke  of  Tork, 
The  Duke  of  Hereford^ 
The  Duke  oi  Albemarle ^ 
The  Dake  of  Surrey y 
The  Duke  of  Exceftery 
The  Duke  of  Noffolky 
The  Marqais  of  borfet'y 
The  Eari  q{  Oxfordy 
TheEarlof5/tf/iri, 
The  Earl  of  ^orthumber^ 

Umdy 
The  Earl  of  Salijhuryy 
Tbt  E^l  of  GUuceJlery    . 


The  Earl  of  Weftmoreland^ 
The  Earl  of  H^orcejfer, 
The  E&t\  of  fTiltSy 
The  Lord  de  Camoys^ 
The  Lord  de  Bourchiery 
The  Lord  de  Powysy 
The  Lord  Fit%-miltery 
The  Lord  de  Roosy 
The  Lord  de  Harrington^ 
The  Lord  de  Bumelfy 
The  Lord  de  BerJtefyy 
The  Lord  de  Darcyy 
The  Lord  de  JViHoughbyy 
The  Lotd  GreyofCodnorty 
The  Lord  Grey  of  Ruthiriy 
The 
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The  Lewi  de  Stahs^  The  Lord  A  Jkferky.         ^  «&*^  *  ^ 

The  Lord  d£  St  Amamdi  ff^illiam  Be^mmsni^  Lerdof 

The  Lord  de  Furnival/j  Burg^venny^  • 

The  Lord  de  Ferrers^  Ralpl^  de  Cromwell^ 

The  Lord  de  SeyfMur^  Ra^h  d$  Lumiy^ 

The  Lord  de  Lovelly  Philip  le  Defpenfer. 

The  Lord  de  Bardolpbj 

And  did  fwear  furthec  in  tbefe  Words : 
Tou  Jhall  fwear  thaty  in  Time  to  come^  youjhatl  never  ThtTemgonl 
fuffer  any  Man  living  to  do  any  Thing  contrary  to  the  Sta-  ^'^^^[^^ll^^^ 
tutes^  EJlabliJhments,  Ordinances^  and  Judgments  made  foiution*  of  this 
or  given  in  this  prefent  Parliament t^  nor  to  any  Depen-  Parlidment. 
dencies  on^  or  Parcel  ofy  them:  And  if  any  one  Jhall  do  Jo^ 
and  he  duly  convi£fed^  you  Jhall  uje  your  entire  Power  and 
J)iligencey  without  Fraud  or  Deceit ^  to  profecute  himJ>efort 
the  Kingy  and  his  HeirSy  Kings  of  \Lt\^2in^  ^  and  caufe  him 
to  have  Execution  as  an  high  andfalfi  Traitor  to  the  King 
and  Kingdom ;  faving  to  the  King  bis  Royalty ^  Liberty^ 
and  Right  of  his  Crown, 

Then  the  King  a&ed  the  Knights  of  ShhTCs  there  pre- 
fent for  the  Parliament,  //  they  u/ould  hold  and  keep  the 
fame  Oath  ?  Who  promifcd  with  loud  Voices  ■  to  keep 
it,  holding  up  their  Hands  on  high,  as  a  Sign  of  their 
Affirmance  of  the  faid  Oaths. 

And,  immediately  after.  Sir  Thomas  de  Piercy  made 
the  fame  Oath  the  Lords  Temporal  had  made,  for  and  , 
in  the  Name  of  the  Clergy,  as  their  Procurator- General, 
by  Authority  abovefaid. 

This  done,  the  King,  the  Prelates,  and  Lords  Tem- 
poral, went  from  the  Shrine  of  St.  Edward^  and  came  [  482  ]] 
before  the  high  Altar  of  the  Church;  and  there,  for  the 
Eftablifliment  and  Affirmance  of  thefe  Things,  the  Pre- 
lates and  Ordinaries  of  the  Provinces  of  Canterbury  and 
Yorkj  with  one  Affent,  did  pronounce  the  Sentence  of 
the  greater  Excommunicati<m  againft  all  and  every  of 
the  Subjefts  of  both  Provinces,  that  openly  or  privately, 
by  Deed,  Counfel,  or  Advice,  fhould  contravene  or  do* 
againft  any  of  the  aforcfaid  Premiffes;  the  King's  Roy- 
;ilty  and  Prerogative  in  all  Things  faved. 

This  was  the  ftrongeft  AfTurance  that  qny  King  ever 
did  or  could  take  from  his  Subjefts;  for  if  Oaths  in  our 

Days 

B  ^vef^ut  h*ut  Voieeu    Kecpr4« 
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M^Mfthtrd  lU  Days  arc  not  fo  binding  as  they  ihodd  be,  vet  in  thofc 
Times  the  temporal  as  well  as  eternal  Puniument,  de- 
nounced againft  the  Breakers  of  them,  maft  have  been 
regarded  :  But  what  fmall  Faith  Princes  depend  on,  who 
rely  on  nothing  elfe  but  Aich  (lender  Aflurances  from 
their  Subjeds,  may  be  notably  demonibated  by  the  en* 
fuing  Revolution. 

JUao  Regni  ii.      At  the  Time  appointed,  Jan.  27,  1398,  this  Parlia- 

'^^  •        ment  met  again,  according  to  the  late  Adjournment,  at 

titSbriwJbury,  Shnwfbury  ** ;  and  oil  the  Day  of  their  re-afTembling 

the  Lord  High-Chancellor  put  them  in  Mind  •  That 

*  this  Parliament  was  firft  fummoned  to  TVeflmitifter  for 

*  the  Honour  of  God,  and  that  Holy  Church  might  cn- 

*  joy  all  her  Liberties  and  Franchifes ;  and  the  Knights, 

*  Citizens,  and  Burgefles  theirs  alfo,  as  ftrongly  as  they 

*  ever  did  in  former  Times :  That  there  might  be  no 

*  more  Governors  in  the  Kingdom  than  one ;  alfo  that 

*  the  Laws  might  be  duly  obeyed  and  executed,  as  he 

*  more  fully  explained  to  them  in  fetting  forth  and  de« 

*  claring  the  Caufe  at  the  Beginning  of  this  Parliament/ 
The  Chancellor  then  applied  himielf  particularly  to  the 
Commons,  and  fa!d,  *•  That  the  King  wanted  to  be 

*  informed  by  them,  how  the  Charge  (hould  be  borne 

*  for  the  Defence  of  England^  Inland^    Guimnt^   the 

*  Marches  of  Calais^  and  alfo  thofe  of  Scotland^  in  Cafe 

*  they  kept  not  the  four  Years  Truce,  which  was  to  end 

*  at  Michaelmas  next.' 

Though  the  Proceedings  of  both  thefe  Seffions  of  this 

^^SpwkJ."^'  Parliament  go  on,  in  the  Rolls,  as  if  they  were  all  one, 

yet  the  fame  Formality  of  prefenting  the  Speaker  and  bis 

rrotefiation,  was  obferved  in  this  as  well  as  the  former, 

though  he  was  the  very  fame  Perfon,  Sir  John  Bujfy. 

[  4^5  ]  ^^  ^^'^  Sef&on  of  Parliament  the  Lords  Appellants 

again,  who  (though  the  fame  Perfons)  had  now  higher 

Titles,  as  Edward  Duke  of  JlbemarU^  Thomas  Duke  of 

Surrey^  John  Duke  of  Exeter^  John  Marquis  of  Dorfety 

•  John  Earl  of  Saiijbury^  Thomas  Earl  of  Gloucefiery  and 

William  Earl  of  Wiltjhire^  fet  forth  to  the  King,  that 

certain  Lords,  lately  conviAed  and  attainted,  vi%,  the 

Duke 

o  Salopbiris  in  the  Record.    The  Writ  of  Summons,  direded  to  Rtm    . 
Earl  of  Marcbf  Lieutenant  of  Jrgland,  requiring  his>  Attendance  at  this 
Pnrli^iment  at  Sbrnvjhury,  with  th*  Reafons  affigned  foi  it,  is  extant  i^ 
the  tuhlic  jitlu    Dat.  fuinto  Bit  O^obris.    Tom,  VIU.  ^  %U 
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Duke  ofGlouciftir^  with  the  Earls  of  ArttndiU  and  WafHi.  Ritbat^lU 
%vkk^  by  Coertion  and  Compulfion,  bad  made  him  Aim- 
mon  a  rarliament  at  Wejiminfter  on  the  Morrow  after 
Candlemas^  in  the  i  ith  Year  of  his  Reign ;  where  were 
particularly  recited  all  the  Queftions  and  Anfwers  for* 
jnerly  put  to,  and  made  by.  Sir  Robert  Tnjilian^  Chief 
Juftice,  with  the  other  Judges  and  King's  Serjeants  at 
Nottinghamy  as  are  already  recited  '. 

Then  the  Queftions  and  Anfwers  of  the  Judges,  made 
at  the  Time  aforefaid,  were  read  over  before  (he  King^ 
Lords,  and  Commons ;  and  all  the  Eftates  in  this  Sef-^ 
fion  of  Parliament  were  feverally  aiked.  What  they 
thought  of  thofe  Anfwers  ?  Who  faid,  « They  thought 

*  the  Judges  had  made  and  given  their  Anfwers  duly  and 
'  lawfully,  as  good  and  Liege  People  of  the  King  ought 
<  to  do.'  After  which  Sir  Tb$mas  Skilton^  learqed  in 
the  Law,  William  Hankefori^  and  William  Brenckly^  the 
King's  Serjeants,  faid,  *  The  Anfwers  were  good  and 
^  lawful,  and  if  the  fame  Queftion  had  been  put  to  them^ 

•  they  would  have  given  the  fame  Anfwer.'  William 
Thirningy  Chief  Juftice  of  the  King's  Bench,  faid,  *  The 
^  Declaration  of  Treafon,  not  already  declared,  belong- 
^  ed  to  Parliament,  but,  were  he  a  Lord  or  a  Peer  of 

*  Parliament,  and  had  been  afked,  he  would  have  fpolce 
«  in  the  fame  Manner :'  So  likewife  William  Rickhill^ 
a  Judge  of  the  Common  Pleas,  and  William  Clopton^ 
Chief  Juftice  of  the  Common  Bench,  anfwered  and  af- 
firmed the  fame  Things :  Therefore  the  former  Aa- 
fwera  of  the  Judges,  in  the  nth  Year  of  the  King,  were 
judged  and  held  to  be  good  and  fufficient  by  this  Par- 
liament ^. 

Then,  by  the  Aflcnt  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tem-     r  a%a  t 
poral,  the  Procurators  of  the  Clergy,  and  the  whole 
DoAy.of  the  Commons,  by  and  with  the  Advice  of  the 
Judges  there  prefent,   it  was  decreed,  ordained,  and 
cftabli(hed,   <  That  the  Parliament,    holden  the  faid 

nth 

p  See  before,  p.  406,  43«* 

q  Monf.  Rttpin  here  makes  a  notable  Remark :  '  It  may  be  farther  ob« 

•  ferved,  fayi  he,  that  the  violent  Method  praftifed  by  Richard  to  attain 

•  to  arbitrary  Power,  I  mean  forced  £)e^ons,  and  Opinions  of  the  Judges, 

*  was  exactly  copied  in  our  Days,  by  one  of  his  SuccdTors,  who  had  with- 
«  oot  Doubt  the  fame  Intention.  But  we  may  add,  that  the  Attempt*  of 
'  thefe  two  Monarchs  (erred  only  to  promote  their  own  Denru6Vion,  and 
«  chat  their  Defigns  came  to  the  fame  Cataftrophe.'  B'Ji.  vf  Eng,  Fuj. 
£d.  p.  468,-— Aa  invidious  ReAeilioiu 


Digitized  by  L3OOQ IC 


fio  Tie  PM'UamenUiry  Histoey 

K«  Bitkmd^XL  <  I  ith.Year,  fliall  be  clearly  annulled  and  held  for  none, 

*  as  being  done  without  the  Auchoficy;  and  againft  the 
^  Will  and  Liberty,  of  the  King,  and  the  Right  of  his 

*  Crown  ;  and  that  all  the  Judgments,  "Statutes,  ani 
All  the  Proceed-  ^  Ordinances  made  in  the  lame,wiih  all  Things  depend- 
ings  of  p«riia-  *  ing  upon  them,  (hall  be  revoked  and  annulled,  reverfed 
mentinthcuth^  a„^  repealed,  and  held  for  none';  and  that  all  Lands* 
Year  annuUed.  ^  Xenements,  Fees,  Advowfons,  and  other  Pofleffions^ 

*  fei«ed  as  Forfeit,  by  Colour  of  thefaid  Judgment,  ftiali 

*  be  Feftored  and  delivered  to  thera  who  were  condemn- 
^  ed  or  pot  out,  or  elfe  to  their  Heirs  ;  and  to  them 
^  that  have  any  Caufeof  Adion,  or  Title  of  Right,  aS 

*  Manner  of  Liberties  and  Franchifes  as  they  had  at  any 

*  Time,  with  Reftitution  of  Goods  and  Chattels.' 

To  tt>is  Sefiion  of  Parliament  Thomas  Mortimer ^  im- 
peached in  |}ie  laft,  had  Time  given  him  to  make  hi& 
Appearance  and  take  his  Trial  \  which  he  not  doing, 
the  Duke  of  Lancafier^  as  Lord  High-Sleward,  with  t^e 
Content  of  the  Lords  Temporal,  and  the  Earl  iA  Wilt''* 
jhire^  then  iJhofen  ProSor  for  the  Prelates  and  Clergy, 
gave  Sentence  and  Judgment  againft  him,  according  to 
the  Tenor  of  the  Proclamation. 

On  the  fame  Day,  which  was  Jem,  ftS,  came  on  the 
Trial  of  John  de  C^hham  '  Knight,  who  had  been  im-. 
peached  by  the  Commons,  in  the  laft  Seffion,  for  th6 
fame  Crimes  that  Thomas  Mortimer  was,  viz.  That  he, 
fitting  in  Judgment,  awarded  Simon  Burky  and  J^mes 
[  485  ]  Berners^  Knights,  to  be  executed,  as  before,  v^thout 
the  King's  Affent,  in  his  Abfence,  and  in  the  Abfence 
of  many  Peers  of  Parliament,  who  arofe  and  would  not 
fit  in  fuch  Judgment,  ^V.  againft  the  Peace  of  the  King, 
his  Crown,  and  Dignity. 

The  Duke  of  Surrey^  in  whofe  Cuftody  this  Sir  John 
Cohham  was,  brought  him  into  Parliament  to  anfwer  to 
the  Articles  alledged  againft  him, -and  the  Duke  of  Lofs^ 
cajler  told  him,  That  he  was  accuied  and  impeached 
by  the  Commons,  for  the  Treafons  aforefaid,  and  com- 
manded him  to  anfwer  at  his  Peril.     Upon  hearing  the 

Impcach-i 

r  Mr  Tyrrdy  tliough  he  has  traced  cxadlly,  and  in  ieveral  Tbinsi  hat 
enlarged  upon,  and  corre^ed  Dr.  BrgJjf,  in  his  ProcQc4mg8  of  thi*  Par- 
liament, )et  has  >K-hoUy  omitted  this  Trial>  which  it  as  much  upon  Jfee- 
cotd  as  any  of  th«  reft.  It  is  TonMwhat  odd  that  this  Sir  ^obm  CUA^m, 
who  was  but  a  Commoner,  ihould  be  tried  ia  the  £uaD  Manner  at  the 
Arcltbifhop  and  the  other  Peers. 
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trnpeachment  read,  the  Knight  faid,  *  That,  as  to  tlh^l^' Richard  1X0 

*  making  of  the  Commiflion,  he  was  not  guilty ;  and,  as 

*  to  the  Ufe  and  £xercife  of  the  fame,  he  faid  he  did 
^  not  meddle  with  it  without  the  Kind's  Command,  and 

*  that  he  went  to  the  King  and  told  him,  be  with  others' 
.*  were  made  Con[imiffion^rs,  but  that  he  would  not  aft 

*  according  to  the  Commiffion  without  the  King's  Li- 

*  cence,  who  thereupon  commanded  him  to  a£l/  To 
this  the  King  himfelf  anfwered.  That  he  was  under  Jucb 
Government  at  thatT^ime^  that  he  could  fay  no  otherwtfe^ 
by  reafon  of  ftich  as  were  then  about  him  j  but  that  the 
CommiJJion  was  made  againfl  his  fVilly  the  faid  John 
Cobham  could  not  deny.  As  to  the  Judgment  and  Award 

made  againft  the  faid  Simon  and  James^  the  Prifoncr  ?^'*  7*^*  ^^^ 
faid,  *  He  was  told  by  thofc  who  were  then  Mafterj^,^^^  *"* 

*  that  it  was  the  King's  Will  fuch  Judgment  and  Award 

*  ihould  be  made.'  Upon  thefe  Anfwers,  the  Com- 
mons prayed  the  King  to  give  Judgment  againft  him, 
as  convid  and  attainted  of  the  Ufe  and  Exercii^  of  the 
Commiifion,  &c.  Whereupon  the  Lord  High-Steward, 
by  Confent  as^aforefaid,  gave  Judgment  againft  the  faid 
yohn  de  Cobhamy  as  in  the  Cafe  of  the  Earl  oi  Arundele^ 
0\xt  all  thofe  Judgments  the  King  graciouflv  pardoned  ;  ♦ 
yet  fo'that  he  was  to  be  a  Prifoner  in  the  Ifle  of  Jerfey 
during  his  Life,  on  the  feme  Conditions  as  the  Earl  of 
ff^arwick  in  the  Ifle  of  Man. 

The  next  Dajr  Sir  John  Buffy^  or  Bufhy^  Speaker  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  came  before  the  iting  and 
Lords,  and  faid,  •  That,  before  that  Time,  many  Ordi- 
^  nances  and  Statutes,  made  in  divers  Parliaments,  had 

*  been  rcverfed  by  others  of  different  Opinions,  Reafons, 

*  and  Devices ;  therefore  he,  in  Behalf  of  the  Com-     [  486  ] 

*  mons,  prayed  the  King,  That  the  greateft  Security 

*  which  could  be  given  might  be  done  this  Parliament.' 
The  King  charged  all  the  Eftates,  upon  this  Motion, 
to  give  him  their  Advice  for  the  beft  and  moft  firm  Se- 
curity in  this  Cafe.  The  Lords  anfwered,  *  That  they 
<  had  all  fworn  before  to  hold  and  keep  the  faid  Judg- 
^  ments,     Eftablifbments,     and  Statutes,    which,     as 

*  much  as  in'  them  lay,  they  were  refolved   to  main- 

*  tain  with  all  their  Power.'  The  King  alfo  demanded 
of  the  Judges  and  Serjeants  at  Law,  If  they  knew  any 
iccurer  Way  for  the  keeping  and  obferving  of  the  faid 

Ordinances 
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K,  Richard  !!•  Ordinances  and  Statutes  ?  Who  aofwered.  The  greateK 
Security  which  could  be  given  was  already  done  oy  this 
Parliament.     Yet  the  Lords  Spiritual  and   Temporal 
thought  fit  to  renew  their  Oaths  before  the  King  in  Par- 
,  liament,  upon  the  Crofs  of  Canterbury ;  at  which  So- 

lemnity, the  Commons  held  up  their  Hands  in  Affirm* 
ance  of  the  faid  Oaths,  as  did  likewife  the  Prodors  for 
the  Clergy,  and  the  Knights  about  the  King^  Then 
Proclamation  being  made,  in  the  Audience  of  the  whole 
AiTembly,  to  know  if  they  would  confent  to  this  Man- 
ner of  Security,  they  anfwered,  lifting  up  their  Right 
Hands  on  high,  and  crying  with  a  loud  Voice,  That  it 
fleaftd  them  welly  and  they  fully  confented  thereunto.-^ 
LaUlv,  and  which  was  to  eftabliih  the  Proceedings  of 
this  Parliament  on  the  moft  permanent  Foundation,  the 
King  obtained  the  Pope's  Letters,  denouncing  grievous 
Cenfures  againft  all  whatfoever  that  fhould  prefume,  at 
any  Time,  and  in  any  Manner,  to  break  thefe  Statutes. 
Which  Letters  the  Kin^  caufed  to  be  publickly  read  at 
TauT^  Crofs,  and  in  all  the  chief  Cities  of  the  King- 
dom*. 

The  Day  after,  which  was  the  laft  Day  of  this  Par- 

A Sobfidy  grant- ''^"^^'*^>  the  Commons,  with  the  Affent  of  the  Lords^ 

cd  for  the  King^  granted  to  the  King  the  Subfidy  on  Wooll,  Leather, 

l-*^  and  Wooll-fells,   for  his  Life ;  with  a  Proteftation  tho* 

that  this  Grant  fhould  be  no  Example  to  any  of  (he 

King's  Succeilbrs,  Kings  of  England^  procee<^ing  only 

fsom  the  intire  Love  and  Regard  he  had  {hewn  to  the 

faid  Commons.     They  alfo  gave  the  King  one  whole 

Tenth  and  Fifteenth,  and  half  a  Tenth  and  Fifteenth, 

r  4.87  1     ^^^^  was  more  than  ever  they  had  given  to  his  Grand- 

father.     But,  upon  thefe  Grants,  the  Commons  prayed 

his  Majedy  to  beftow  three  or  four  thoufand  Marks  on 

thofe  that  had  been  plundered  at  Radcot- Bridge^  and  to 

pay  the  Lords  Appellants  their  Expences  ;  both  which 

were  granted. 

Then,  on  the  fame  Day,  an  h6k  of  Grace,  or  a  ge- 
neral Pardon,  was  pafled  for  all  Things  done  before  that 
Time  j  which  was  the  laft  Day  of  January. 
A  general  w-  j^  .^  ^^jj^  ^^  many  Hlftorians,  that  there  was  an  Ex- 
ception made  in  this  Pardon  of  fifty  Perfons  from  the 
Benefit  of  it ;  whofe  Names  were  not  expreiTed,  but 

left 
•  IValpnfhaM^  p.  3^6.    The  Pope*t  Bull  of  ConfinnitioA  it  ia  tb« 
^liV0irjf)PM«i  L//ir  ^  Richard  11.  p.  165* 
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left  to  the  King's  own  Knowledge  and  Plcafure. .  ^y^^JthUrdn^ 
which  Refcrvation,  fay  they,  this  General  Pardon  be- 
came no  Pardon  at  all,  fince  no  Man  in  England  couid 
afTore  himfelf  that  be  was  not  excepted  in  it  ^  But  it  is 
happy  for  the  Memory  of  this  unfortunate  Prince,  that 
this  Pardon,  or  Aft  of  Grace,  is  ftill  upon  Record,  and 
is  printed  from  thence  in  the  laft  Edition  of  the  Statutes 
at  large  \  by  which  'tis  eafy  to  difprovc  this'  fcandalous^ 
Afperfion,  and  evidently  (hews  how  far  a  partial  Hifto- 
rian  will  go,  when  he  feeks  to  corroborate  his  favourite 
Principle.  It  appears  by  the  Teftimony  above  recited, 
that  there  are  but  two  Exceptions  made  in  the  whole 
A61,  and  thofe  very  modeft  ones.     The  firft  is,  *  That 

*  no  Perfon  whatfoever  (ball  have  the  Benefit  of  this  Aft 

*  for  Treafon  or  Felony,  unlefs  he  fues  out  his  Charter 

*  of  Pardon.*     The  next  is,  *  Provided  alfo,  that,  at  all 

*  Times,  thofe  Perfons  who  rode  and  gathered  thcm- 

*  felves  fdrcibly  againft  the  King,  in  the  nth  Year  of 

*  his  Reign,  with  the  Lords  that  are  convidled  and  c6n- 

*  demned,  (hall  have  no  Benefit  of  this  Aft  made  at  this 

*  Time,  unlefs  they  fuc  out  their  Charters  of  Pardon  for 

*  each  before  the  Fcaft  of  St.  John  Baptift  next  coming  ".* 

And  further,  we  find,  in  the  ColleiSHon  of  Public  ASfs^ 
a  Writ,  direfted  to  the  Sheriff  of  Shropjhire^  which  was  [  4*8  J 
alfo.  fent  to  all  the  other  Sheriffs  in  England^  wherein 
the  Time  for  taking  out  Pardons  the  King  enlarges  from 
Midfummer  to  the  Feaft  of  All  Saints.  And  tho'  the 
Subftance  of  the  former  Aft  is  recapitulated  in  this  Writ^ 
there  is  no  Mention  made  of  any  fuch  Exception  in  it^*    . 

After  the  Grant  of  this  Pardon,  the  King,  by  hisoWn 
Mouth,  declared  in  Parliament,  That  if  the  Lords  and 
Commons^  who  in  Time  to  come  may  fit  in  Parliament^  /hall 

Vol.  I.  K  k  let^ 

t  HoUing/heatVi  Cbron.  ^.  493  ;  Tyrrcri  Uifiory  of  Bnglatid,  Vol.  III. 
P'  9^3  y  •^^'*-  Daniel  in  Kenutt,  p,  278  j  I'be  Life  and  Reign  o/Hlich.  U* 
fy  a  Fer/onof^a/ity,  ^.  16^, 

^  Purveur  ai{Py  loutfoixe  fe  nully  qi  cbivacbtrent  et  fty  Itverent  forcihU" 
funt  encontre  le  Roy,  F An  de  fen  Regne  unxifme,  oi/ek  U  Seigneurs  q9  font 
ore  adjuggex  et  conviffxt  naxent  nul  Benffae  dt  celiefatU  a  eelle  Temp$,Jils 
"'  pwfuivent  Cbartres  de  Pardon  en  celle  Partie  parentre  ey  et  le  Fefie  dt 
Siint  Johan  Ic  BapCiflc^ro/irix'/w  o'venir. 

See  cap.  xiv.  in  the  Aft»  of  this  Parliament,  Anno^i  Ricbardll,  in  the 
Statutes  at  t^rge,  laft  Edition,  et  Rot,  Pari,  zi  Richard  l£.  N^.  77. 

^  Feed,  Anglia,  Tom.  VI II.  p   40.     Dat,  tf^«<f  Litchfeld,  Junii  25. 

There  is  a  particular  Pardon  granted  to  Sir  Ricbard  le  Scrope,  for  being 
concerned  in  the  Commiflion,  ^c.  Dated  tX.JVefin:inJlcr,  Dccembtr  5,  Ibi' 
dctK,  p.  a 6, 
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£•  fUciard  If«  />f ,  §r  anf  ways  dtfturb  him  in  the  ColU^ion  of  the  faid 
Impofts  on  Woolly  Leather^  and  WoolUfiUt^  granted  as 
above y  then  the  faid  Pardon  and  Grace  Jhall  be  void  and 
rf  no  Effect. 

During  this  fecond  Seffion,  Richard  brought  into 
Shrew/bury  a  numerous  Guard  of  the  Militia  of  Cbejhire^ 
who  exprefled  fo  (Irong  an  Inclination  ta  ferve  him,  that, 
to  gratify  the  County^  he  ercfled  it  into  a  Principality  j 
and  added  to  the  reft  of  his  own  Titles  that  of  Prince 
of  Chejlerf  as  is  exprefled  in  the  Account  of  the  firft 
Seffion  of  this  Parliament. 

A  private  Petition,  but  which  had  a  public  G>ncern, 
came  alfo  before  this  Seffion  of  Parliament.  Thomas  U 
Defpenfer^  Grandfon  and  Great  Grandfon  to  Hugh  the 
Father  and  Hugh  the  Son,  petitioned  the  tCing,  in  full 
Parliament,  to  have  Redrefs  ;  and  recited  the  Petitions 
of  his  faid  Anceftors  made  to  the  King  in  a  Parliament 
holden  at  York  in  the  15th  Year  of  Edward  II.  • 

The  Parliament  took  this  Affair  into  Confideration, 
and  difannuUed  the  Exile  and  Diiherifon  of  both  thofe 
Earls  for  the  following  Reafons :  Firji^  Becaufe  they 
wer^  not  appealed,  or  called  to  anfwer,  nor  due  Proce& 
againft  them  made,  according  to  Law.  Secondly^  Be- 
caufe the  Prelates,  who  were  Peers  of  the  Realm,  did 
not  confent  to  the  faid  Exile  and  Difherifon.  Thirdly^ 
Becaufe  it  was  againft  Magna  Charta  that  any  one  fhould 
[  489  ]  be  exiled  or  tried,  or  otherwife  deftroyed,  without  Judg- 
ment of  his  Peers,  And  the  Petitioners  ffirthcr  fet  forth. 
That  whereas  this  Annullation  was  afterwards  made 
void  in  the  firft  of  Edward  III.  they  pray  that  Statute 
may  be  reverfed,  and  all  the  Articles  and  Things  con- 
,  tained  in  it,  for  the  Reafons  a^ovefaid.  The  Petition 
2?*Ui^*^JJ^!d#-  ^^  granted,  and  the  Statute  reverfed  and  made  void 
j^eff/'^f  annulled,  accordingly ;  not  only  for  the  Caufes  before  exprefled, 
but  alfo  confidering  that  the  Repeal  was  made  by  King 
Edward  III.  at  fuch  Time  as  his  Father  Edward  IL 
was  living,  being  very  King,  and  in  Prifon,  fo  that  he 
could  not  refift  the  iame.  But  we  (hall  find  that  all 
thefe  Proceedings  were  again  reverfed  in  the  firft  Parlia- 
ment of  King  Henry  IV,  on  which  Mr.  Tyrrel  makes 
this  juft  Remark,  *  That  there  can  nothing  be  con- 

« eluded 
«  This  Petition,  and  the  Proccedinss  upon  it,  take  up  great  Part  •£ 
0ie  RoU  of  this  Parliament, 
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*  eluded  from  the  Precedents  of  thefe  two  Parliaments,  K.  ^cbard  U* 

*  as  well  as  fome  others,  but  that  they  have  for  the 

*  moft  Part  voted  according  to  the  prelent  ruling  Tem- 

<  per  of  the  Natipn,  or  the  Inclination  of  the  Prince  that 

*  called  them  ^. 

But,  before  we  conclude  with  the  Tranfa^ons  of  The  Sooree  of 
this  Parliament,  we  muft  recite  an  Afiair  which  now  ^  «?^**^8  ^•^ 
happened,  greater  in  its  Confequences  than  any  Thing ^"^'"^ 
which  has  been  hitherto  related*    The  Reader  may  ob« 
ferve,  that  in  the  Lift  of  the  Lords  Appellants,  givea 
at  the  Beginning  of  this  Seffion,  the  Names  of  the  Dukes 
of  Hereford  and  Norfolk  are  not  mentioned,  tho'  they 
were  both  concerned  in  the  Impeachments.  This  could 
proceed  from  nothing  elfe  than  a  mortal  Quarrel  which 
had  then  happened  between  thefe  two  Noblemen  ;  and 
which  the  former  was  about  to  accufe  the  other  of  be- 
fore the  King  and  Parliament. 

As  a  Prelude  to  the  main  AfFair,  on  the  laft  Day  of 
this  Parliament  the  Duke  of  Hereford  took  Occafion  to 
fall  on  his  Knees,  in  a  very  humble  Manner,  before  the 
King,  in  the  Prefence  of  both  the  Heufes,  and  fpoke 
thus  to  him  ;  *  My  Liege  Lord,  I  know  well  that  many 

*  Riots,  Difturbances,  and  evil  Deeds  have  been  made 
^  and  done  within  your  Kingdom,  to  the  Offence  of 

*  you  and  your  Royal  Eftate,  in  which  I  myfelf  was, 

^  with  others,  prefent ;  not  with  an  ill  Intent  on  purpofe     [  490  ] 
^  to  offend  you,  for  I  knew  not  then  it  was  any  Fault  or 

*  Offence  aeainft  you :  But,  Sir,  fmce  I  am  now  better 

<  informed,!  confefs  my  Offences,  and,  in  fo  doing,  I 

*  bee  your  Mercy  and  Pardon.'  Upon  which  the  I^ing 
gracioufly  accepted  of  the  humble  Prayer  and  Confeffion 
of  the  Duke  \  granted  him  the  Pardon  he  afked,  in  full 
Parliament,  for  whatever  he  had  done  in  the  Things 
abovefaid,  or  deferved  for  them ;  promifed  to  be  his  good 
Lord,  and  declared  openly  to  all  the  £fl:ate8,  that  he  had 
granted  him  full  Pardon  for  the  Matters  aforefaid. 

After  which  the  faid  Henry  of  Lancafter^  Duke  of 
Hereford^  came  to  the  King  with  a  Schedule  in  his 
Hand,  and  faid,  *  That  he  had  already,  by  his  Majefty's 

*  Command,  been  before  him  at  Hawode^  where  he  had 

*  inform'd  him  that  Thomas  Mowbray^  Duke  of  Norfolkj 

*  had  fpoken  many  di(bone(t  Words  in  Slander  of  his 

K  k  2  *  Royal 

'     y  TyrreJ,  Vol.  III.  p.  ^Sit    See  before,  p.  169,  187.    19I9  ftC9« 
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K.  Rkbari  tU  €  Royal  Per&n,  which  were  (poken  to  bimfdf,  ind  that 
«  then  his  Majcfty  charged  him,  upon  his  Allegiance, 
«  that  he  would  truly  repeat  the  Words  as  they  were 

*  ipoken :  That,  not  out  of  Malice  or  any  other  Caufe, 
<  but  only  as  he  was  bound  to  obey  the  King's  Com- 
«  mand,  he  had  now  put  down  in  Writing  the  Words 

*  which  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  (pake  to  him,  to  the  bell 

*  of  his  Remembrance,  as  they  were  contained  m  Ah 

*  Schedule,  which  he  delivered  to  t'he  King ;  with*  a 
^  Proteftation,  at  the  fame  Time,  to  aJd  or  diminHh 

*  when  he  pleafed^  or  as  it  might  be  needful,  faving  al« 

*  ways  the  Subftance  of  the  prefent  Writing;'  which 
was  to  this  EffcSt  *  : 

*  That  in  the  Month  of  Deeembur^  in  the  21ft  Year 

*  of  your  Reign,  the  Duke  of  Hnefori^  travelling  bc- 

*  tween  Brainford  and  London^  met  the  Duke  of  A?ir- 

*  folk  with  a  great  Train^  and  difoourfed  with  htm  of 

*  divers  Matters,  amongft  which  he  told  him  they  were 

*  all  ready  to  be  undone ;  and  the  Duke  of  Hereford 

C^     *  demanded  why  ?  He  anfwered.  For  the  FaS  at  Rsdcot^ 
♦5*  J     «  Bridge.     The  Duke  of  Hereford  faid.  How  can  that 

*  be ;  for  the  King  hath  fhewed  us  Favour,  and  declared 
^  us  in  Parliament  to  have  been  good  and  loyal  towards 

*  him  ?•  The  Duke  o( Norfolk  anfwered,  Notwithftand- 
"^  ing  that,  it  will  be  done  to  us  as  has  been  done  to  others 

*  before,  for  he  will  vacate  this  Record.     The  Duke  of 

*  ///r^flr^/ replied.  This  would  be  a  great  Wonder,  fince 

*  the  King  had  faid  it  before  all  the  People  that  he  fliould 
^  afterwards  make  it  be  annulled :  And  further,  the  Duke 

*  of  Norfolk  faid.  This  was  a  marvellous  World,  and 

*  falfe ;  for  I  know  well,  faid  he,  that  if  * 

^  my  Lord  your  Father  and  you  had  been  taken  or  kil- 

*  led  when  you  came  to  Windfor  after  the  Parliament 

*  was  up,  that  the  Dukes  of  Albemarle  and  Exeter j  the 

*  Earl  of  WorceJleTy  and  himfelf,  were  agreed  never  to 

*  undo  any  Lord  without  juft  and  reafonable  Caufe; 

*  and  that  the  Malice  of  this  Fa<ft  was  in  the  Duke  of 

*  Surrey^  with  the  Earls  olWilifhire  and  Salifbury^  draw- 

*  ing 

«  There  is  a  Grange  Miflalce  in  Sir  JoBn  Froifart\  Chronicle,  or  in  the 
Kecord  ;  for  the  former  fays,  expicfly,  «  That  it  wat  the  Duke  o(  N»rfaH 

*  who  accufed  the  Duke  of  Hereford  tor  flandcroiis  Words  fpokcn  by  him 
«  againft  the  King  j*  and  gives  all  the  Circumftaaces  at  large,  BookiV. 
tti^  ccxxviii. 

•  Not  legible  in  the  Rccoid, 
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*  ing  to  them  the  Ejirl  of  Ghucefter^  who  had  fworn  tQ^^RIcbard  lU 

*  undo  fix  other  Lords  j  that  is  to  iky,  the  Dukes  of 
'  Lamnfter^    Hereford^   Alhemarlt^    and    Exeter^    with 

*  the  Marquis  of  Dorfity  and  himfelf.     He  alfo  faid^ 

*  they  purpofed  to  reverfe  the  Judanent  of  Earl  Thomas 

*  of  Lancafter^  and  hereby  we  and  many  others  fhould 

*  be  difinherited.     The  Duke  of  Hereford  faid,  God 

*  forbid,  for  it  would  be  a  great.  Wonder  if  the  King 

*  ihould  afTent  to  this ;  for  it  was  \iAih  a  chearful  Coun* 
^  tenance  that  he  promifed  to  be  a  good  Lord  to  them 
^  and  others  ;  and  alfo  that  he  knew  he  had  fworn  it  by 

*  St.  Edumrd :  And  the  Duke  oi  Norfolk  anfwered,  He 
^  had  done  the  fame  to  him  many  Times,  and  fworn  by 

*  the  Body  of  God  ;  and  that,  for  all  this,  he  was  never 
^  the  more  to  be  trufted  ;  and  further  faid  to  the  Duke  of 

*  Hereford^  That  the  King  was  about  to  draw  the  Earl 

*  of  March  and  others  to  the  fame  Agreement  and  Pur- 

*  pofe  of  the  faid  four  Lords  to  deftroy  the  reft  afore- 

*  faid.     The  Duke  of  Hereford  replied.  If  it  be  fo,  wc 

*  can  never  truft  them.    The  Duke  oi Norfolk  returnedt 

*  For  certain  not ;  for  although  they  cannot  accompliih 
'  their  Defigns  at  prefent,  yet  they  will  be  contriving 
'  ten  Years  from  this  Time  to  deftroy  us  in  our  Houfes/ 

This  Complaint,  in  Writing,  having  been  read  before 
the  King  and  Lords,  it  was  then  ordained  by  him,  with  [  49*  ] 
the  Aflent  of  all  the  other  Eftates,  That  the  Matters 
therein  comprized  (hould  be  determined  and  ended  by 
the  good  Advice  and  Difcretion  of  the  King,  and  the 
CommiiTioners  already  affigned  by  Authority  of  Parlia- 
ment, The  Rcafon  of  conftitutingthefe  Commiifioners 
we  have  referved  as  the  iiniibing  Stroke  to  the  long  Pro- 
ceedings of  this  Parliament,  fince  they  were  to  adl  by 
that  Authority,  and  to  be,  in  a  judicial  Way,  the  Re- 
prcfentatives  of  the  whole  Body.     For, 

On  this  luft  Day  of  the  Seffion,  January  31,  the 
Commons  prayed  the  King,  *  That  whereas  they  had 

*  before  them  divers  Petitions,  as  well  for  fpecial  Per- 

*  fons  as  others,  not  read  and  anfwered  ;  and  alfo  ^^^y'l^  xht'^hoXt^ 

*  other  Matters  and  Things  had  been  moved  in  the  Pre-  Parliament  ddc- 

*  fence  of  the  King,  which,  for  Shortnefs  of  Time,  could  gated  totwelv« 
^  not  be  well  determined,  that  it  would  pleafe  his  Maie-i**'^'  '"^  f" 

*  fty  to  commit  full  rower  to  certam. Lords  and  others," 

*  there  named,  to  examine,  anfwer,  and  difpatch  the 

K  k  3  *  Pe- 
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K.  Richard  TU   •  Petitions,  Matters,  and  Things  abovefaid,  and  all  De- 

*  pendencies  on  them/  To  this  Prayer  the  King  gave 
his  Aflent;  and  thereupon,  by  Authority  of  all  the 
Eftates,  it  was  ordained.  That  John  Duke  oi Lancaftery 
Edmund  Duke  of  Yorky  Edward  Duke  ol  Albemarle^ 
Thomas  Duke  of  Surrey^  John  Duke  of  Exeter^  John 
Marquis  of  Dorfet^  Roger  Earl  of  March^  John  Earl  of 
Sali/buryy  Henry  Earl  of  Northumberland^  Thomas  Earl  of 
Gloucejier^  Thomas  Earl  of  fyinchefter^  and  H^illiam  Earl 
of  fVilt/hirey  Prodtor  for  the  Clergy,  or  any  fix  of  them, 
together  with  John  Bujfy^  Henry  Green/john  Rujfel^ 
Robert  Teyey  Henry  Chelmfwikej  and  John  Golofre^ 
Knights,  deputed  by  the  Commons  in  that  Parliament^ 
or  any  four  or  three  of  thefe  ihall  have  full  Power  to 
execute  y  anfwer^  and  fully  determine  all  the  [aid  Petitions^ 
with  thetr  Complaints ;  as  alfo  all  other  Matters  and 
Things  moved  in  the  Prefence  of  the  King,  with  all  other 
Dependencies  upon  them^  not  yet  determined,  as  they  Jhall 
think  be  ft  by  their  good  Advice  and  Diferetion  to  aH  in 
thefe  Affairs  by  Authority  of  Parliament  *. 

f  493  ]  Thus,  after  a  Multiplicity  of  Bufinefs  tranfa6led  in  a 
very  little  Time,  was  this  Parliament  difiblved ;  the  firft 
SefSon  lafting  but  twelve  Days,  and  the  laft  but  four. 
The  three  Eftates  of  which  it  was  compofed  parted  \n 
,  very  good  Humour  with  one  another.  The  King,  as 
ufual,  commanded  the  Chancellor  to  return  them  all 
his  hearty  Thanks  for  their  Diligence  and  quick  Dif- 
patch  of  Bufinefs  in  it ;  and  ordered  the  Knights^  Citi- 
zens, and  Burgeffcs  to  fue  out  Writs  for  their  Wages^ 
and  gave  them  Leave  to  depart.  The  various  Reflec- 
tions which  have  been  made  by  Hiftorians  on  the  Con- 
duct of  this  Parliament,  we  fhall  not  touch  upon  ;  the 
Authors  thcmfelvea  may  be  perufed,  and  every  Reader 
form  his  own  Judgment  by  them.  We  (hall  only  add, 
what  Mr.  Tyrrel  obferves,  *  That,  by  this  laft  AS,  the 

*  whole  Power  and  Authority  of  the  Kingdom  was  now 

*  devolved  upon  the  King,  twelve  Peers,  and  fix  Com- 
^  moners  ;  and  how  arbitrarily  they  ufed  it,  may  be  feen 

*  in  the  Sequel  *».* 

But  it  is  neceflary  here,  to  keep  up  the  Thread  of  this 
Hiftory,  to  ftep  out  of  Parliament  a  little,  ftnd  purfue 

the 

a  Rot.  Pari,  ai  Rich,  11.  No.  54. 

b  7>rrf/'s  Hipry  of  England,  Vol.  III.  p.  98i, 
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the  Quarrel  Which  was  begun  in  the  laft  Seffion  betwixt^*  Ricburdiu 
the  two  Noblemen  aforefaid.  We  have  faid  the  Deci- 
iion  of  it  was  left  to  the  laft-named  Committee,  in  gene-* 
raly  or  a  particular  Number  of  them.  No  fooner  was 
'  the  Parliament  diflfolved,  but  both  the  Dukes  appeared 
before  the  King  at  Ofwaldftree^  when  a  further  Day  was 
affigned  to  meet  them  at  IVindfor*  In  the  mean  Time 
the  King,  Lords,  and  Knights  abovefaid,  agreed  that 
the  Determination  of  the  Difference  fbould  be  accord- 
ing to  the  Laws  of  Chivalry,  if  other  Proof  or  Evidence 
could  not  be  found  for  the  ending  of  this  Difpute  by  the 
ordinary  Courfe  of  Law.  But  no  further  Proof  being 
produced '  by  either  of  the  Parties,  they  both  appeared 
at  the  Place  laft  mentioned,  on  the  Day  prefixed,  to 
receive  the  King's  Judgment  thereon. 

Hereupon,  as  it  had  been  determined  by  the  Kingand 
the  Committee  of  Parliament,  at  Ofwaldftree^  his  Ma- 
jefty  ordained,  fince  there  was  no  other  Way  to  fettle 
the  Difference,  that  it  fhould  be  determined  by  fingle 
Combat  at  Coventry^  on  a  Day  appointed  for  that  Pur* 
pofe. 

Our  general  Hiftorians  are  here'again^ery  particular 
in  defcribing  all  the  Circumftances  of  this  famous  Duel 
that  was  to  be  ;  and  much  pompous  Language  is  ufed 
In  the  Account  of  the  Preparations  and  Appearance  of  ^ 

the  two  Noble  Combatants.     But  we  {hall  content  our- 
felves  in  following  ftriftly  the  Tenor  of  the  Record,  by     [  45^  ] 
which,  though  the  Reader  will  find  himfelf  abridged  in 
the  ceremonial  Part,  he  4nay  be  fatisfied  with  the  real  one. 

The  two  Dukes  having  accepted  of  the  Trial  by 
Duel,  as  above,  they  both  appeared  at  Covintry,  at 
the  Time  prefixed,  which  was  Siptember  16,  the  fame 
Year,  ready  at  all  Points  to  decide  the  bloody  Con- 
troverfy ;  when  the  King  took  the  Battle  into  his  own 
Hands,  as  the  Record  has  it,  and,  by  the  full  Advice, 
Authority,  and  Aflent  of  the  Committee  of  Parliament, 
decreed  and  ordained,  ^  That,  for  the  Peace  and  Tran- 

*  quillity  of  himfelf,  his  Kingdom,  and  his  Subje<^,  and 
^  to  avoid  the  Debates  and  Troubles   that  might  not 

*  only  arife  between  the  two  Dukes,  but  amongft  their 

*  Friends  and  Followers,  the  Duke  of  Hereford  fhould 

*  be  banifhed  the  Kingdom  for  ten  Years,  to  depart  on 

*  or  before  the  J3th  of  O^ober  next,  upon  the  Penalty 

•of 
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The  Dakfs  of 
Here/or  d  ajid 
Norfolk   banifli- 
cd  by  th9  ii|id' 
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of  incurring  Treafon,  by  Authority  of  Parliament.  A}* 
fo  it  was  ordained,  by  the  Authority  aforefaid,  under 
the  fame  Penalty,  that  the  Duke  of  Hereford  {hould  not 
come  in  Company  with  the  Duke  of  Norfolk^  tior  with 
Tiomai  ArundeUj  Archbi(hop  ;  nor  fend,  or  caufe  to 
be  fent,  nor  receive,  or  c^ufe  to  be  received,  any  Mef- 
fagc  or  otberwife,  to  or  from  either  of  them.'  As  to 
the  Duke  of  Norfolk^  it  was  decreed,  ^  That  forafmuch 
as  he  bad  comefred  certain  Points  of  the  Acculation, 
bef(jre  the  King  at  fVindfor^  on  the  agth  of  April  laft, 
which  Jhe  had  denied  at  Ojwaidftrei^  on  the  23d  <^ 
February  foregoing,  and  which  wtre  very  likely  to 
breed  great  Trouble  within  the  Kingdom,  the  King 
defiring  to  puniih,  as  rightful  Lord,  all  fuch  as  were 
the  Authors  of  fuch  Troubles  and  Debates,  and  wil- 
ling alfo  to  avoid  the  Occafion  of  them »  adjudged  and 
ordained,  by  the  &me  Advice,  Authority,  and  Aflent 
of  the  Committee,  that  Thomas  DvlLq  oi Norfolk  (bould 
void  the  Realm,  for  Term  of  Liie,  and  that  h^  flull 
be  out  of  the  Kingdom  by  the  20th  of  O&ober  i2cxt 
coming^  to  refide  in  Germany^  Bohemia,  and  Hunga^ 
ryy  and  othe|[  Parts*  of  Cbrijlendom^  upon  Pain  to  in- 
cur Treafon,  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  Fgrther, 
that  he  (hould  not  come  into  the  Company  of  the  Duke 
of  Hereford^  nor  of  Thomas  Arundele,  nor  fend  or 
receive  Meflages,  ^c.  as  in  the  Cafe  of  the  other. 
And  it  was  likewife  ordained,  by  the  faid  Authority, 
That  if  cither  of  the  Dukes,  or  any  for  them,  do  pro- 
cure any  't'hiag  to  be  done  againft  the  leaft  Point  in 
this  Ordinance,  or  what  was  doQe  on  "the  j6ih  of 
September^  he  or  they  fhall  incur  the  Penalty  of  Trea- 
fon, as  if  it  had  been  done  againft  any  other  Ofdinance 
of  the  Parliament,  begun  at  IVejiminjier  and  adjourned 
to  Shrewjiury,  LajUy^  If  they,  or  any  for  them,  (hould 
feek  for  any  Manner  of  Pardon  or  Licence  to  return 
h<  mc,  they  were  alfo  to  incur  the  fame  Penalty,  by 
the  fanje  Authority.' 
The  Duke  of  Hereford,  at  his  taking  Leave  of  the 
King  at  Ehbamj  behaved  himfelf  fo  refpedtfully,  and 
bore  his  Sentence  with  fo  much  Unconcernednefs,  that- 
his  Majefty  was  then  pleafed  to  declare,  that  he  would 
abate  four  Years  of  his  Exile.  1  he  Duke  of  Norfolk^ 
^  in  great  Grief  and  Difcoiuent,  went  into  Germany ^  and 
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ftom  thence  to  Venice^  whejre  not  long  after  he  died  ;  KcJWw^  UU 
^unlamented  of  any,  either  at  home  or  abroad,  leaving 
the  Charader  of  a  cruel,  falfe,  and  unconftant  Perfon. 
Mr.  Tyrrel  obferves.  That  the  Sentence  of  his  Bani£h« 
ment  was  pronounced  on  the  very  Day  Twelvemonth 
en  which  the  Duke  of  Gloucejiir  had,  by  his  Orders,  been 
murdered  at  Ctf/^V.  So  juft,  adds  he,  is  the  Divine  Ven« 
geance,  not  only  in  puniihlng  ill  Adions,  but  in  caudng 
of  them  to  be  auended  with  fuch  Circumftiinces,  that 
the  World  may  take  Notice  of  thpm. 

But  to  return  to  the  Tranfadions  of  the  King  and  hit 
Committee  of  Parliament.  On  the  14th  of  O^oher  hit 
Majefty,  with  the  Dukes  of  Lancqfter^  Xork,  Albemarli^ 
Surrey^  and  Exeter^  the  Marquis  of  Dorfety  the  Earls  of 
Marchy  Salijbury^  and  Gloucefter^  Jof^^  Bujfy^  Heniy 
Greeny  and  John  Rujfdy  Knights,  being  again  affelnbled, 
by  Virtue  of  the  Authority  to  them  committed  in  the 
JParliament  at  Shrewfiury^  made  certain  Ordinances  and 
Statutes,  five  whereof  arc  printed  in  the  Statutes  at  large^m 
The  laft  of  thefe  relating  only  to  our  Purpofe,  and  vary- 
ing fomewhat  from  the  Roll,  wants  this  Addition,  v/z. 

*  The  King,  on  the  Day  above-mentioned,  by  the  Aflent 

*  of  the  Lords  and  Knights  of  Counties  affigned  by  Au- 

*  thority  of  Parliament,  doth  ordain.  That  every  Per- 

*  fon  that  procureth  or  cndcavoureth  to  repeal  or  reverfe 

*  any  of  the  Statutes  or  Ordinances  made  by  the  King 
^  and  the  iaid  Committee,  and  that  being  duly  proved 

*  in  Parliament,  fhall  be  adjuged  and  have  Execution  as 

*  a  Traitor  to  the  Kingdom,  in  like  Manner  as  they 
^  which  endeavour  or  procure  to  be  repealed  the  Statutes 

*  and  Ordinances  made  during  the  Time  pf  the  Sitting 

*  of  the  faid  Parliament.'  Befides  this,  there  was  a 
Provifion  made,  for  their  greater  Security,  that  the 
Oath  of  every  Bifbop,  at  his  receiving  his  Temporalities, 
and  of  every  Lay- Lord,  when  he  had  Livery  of  his  Lands 
and  Tenements,  fhould  be  enlarged  with  thefe  Addi- 
tions :  That  of  the  Bifhops  was  as  follows  : 

Ton  Jhall  fweavy  that  well  and  truly  ym  jhall  hold% 
maintain y  and  Jland  to^  without  Fraud  or  Deceit^  all  the 
Statutes^  EJlablijhments^  Ordinances^  or  "Judgments  made 
and  rendered  in  the  Parliament  fummoned  and  begun  at 
Weftminfler,  on  the  Monday  next  after  the  Exaltation 

c  \innoRsgni  %i  Rtch*  II.  cap.  20« 
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*•  ^^rilh  of  Holy  Crofsy  in  tbi  Tear  of  the  Reign  of  our  Lord  King 
Kicharcl  II.  afur  the  Conquejt^  twenty-ont^  and  front 
thence  adjourned  to  Shrcwfbury,  to  the  Quindene  of  St^ 
Hilary  then  next  comings  and  there  ended.  And  alfo  edl 
the  Statutes  and  Ordinances  made  after  the  faid  Parlia^ 
tnent  hy  the  King  and  Lords^  and  Anights  of  Shires^  co^ 
ming  for  the  Commons  to  that  Parliament^  without  gnng 
or  doing  to  the  contrary  of  any  oftbemy  or  the  Dependents^ 
««,  or  Parcel  of  them ;  nor  that  you  xmll  ever  repeal^ 
revoke,  make  void,  reverfe,  or  annul,  nor  ever  fuffer 
them  to  be  repealed,  revoked,  ctiffated,  made  void,  re^ 
verfed,  or  annulled,  Jo  long  as  you  live ;  faving  to  the 
King  his  Royalty,  Liberty,  and  Right  of  his  Crown. 

To  the  Oath  of  the  Temporal  Lords  was  this  Ad- 
dition : 

You  Jhall [wear,  that  you  will  never  fuffer,  in  Time  t^ 
tome,  any  Man  living  to  do  any  Thing  contrary  to  any  of 
the  Statutes,  Efabli/hments ,  Ordinances,  and  fudgments 
abovefaid,  nor  any  Dependents  on,  or  Part  of,  them.  And 
^497  3  *f  ^^y  one  fo  do,  and  be  thereof  duly  convi£f,  youjhall  ufe 
your  utmojl  Power  and  Diligence,  without  Fraud  or  De^ 
ceit,  to  profecute  him  before  the  King,  or  bis  Heirs  Kings 
$f  Ehgland,  and  caufe  him  to  have  Execution  as  an  high 
Traitor  to  the  King  and  Kingdom  ;  faving  to  the  King  bis 
Regality,  Liberty,  and  Right  of  his  Crown. 

By  fuch  Means  as  thefe  did  this  Jundo  of  a  Parlia- 
ment fortify  themfelvcs  in  their  new- got  Power,  and 
endeavour  to  ratify  and  tranfmit  their  Proceedings  to  alt 
Poftcrity.    But,  by  driving  on  too  faft,  they  broke  their' 
Reins,  and,  in  a  very  fliort  Space,  brought  their  unhappy- 
Governor,  as  well  as  themfelves,  to  utter  Deftru<£Hon. 
Their  other  Vio-      Ahout  Candlemas,  in  the  next  Year,  1399,  died  7^^« 
lent  and  arbitrary  Duke  o{  Lanco/ler^  the  King's  Uncle,  who  had  juft  lived 
Fioceedjngs.      ^q  fgg  hjg  eldeft  Son  bani(hed,  and  have  a  Vote  himfelf 
in  the  Sentence  of  it.    By  the  Duke's  Death,  the  Title, 
vaft  Eftate,  and  Honours  of  that  Branch  of  the  Royal 
Family,  ought  to  have  devolved  upon  Henry  Duke  of 
Hereford,  his  Son ;  but  the  King,  jealous  of  fo  great 
Power  in  fo  near  a  Relation,  took  Occafion  to  prevent 
it ;  for,  on  the  8th  of  March  following,  the  Commif- 
iioners  that  had  the  Authority  of  Parliament  delegated 
to  them,  met  again  at  IVeJlminfter-,  where  they  declared 
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ttat  Hfjfrjr  Duke  of  Hgre/ordy  after  the  Jadgment  given  K«  RidMrd  lU 
flgainft  him  at  CovMtry,  had  procured  Letters  Patent 
from  the  King,  that,  during  his  Abfence,  he  might,  by 
bis  Attorney,  fue  and  have  Livery  of  any  Lands  de- 
fcended  to  him,  and  have  his  Homage  refpited  till  his  Re- 
turn.    Thefe  Letters  Patent  the  CommiiSoners  declared 
were  againft  Law;  wherefore  the  King,  by  the  Advice 
and  Aflent  of  the  faid  Committee,  revoked  thefe  Letters 
Patent,  as  alfo  the  like  made  to  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  ^. 
This  was  the  largeft  Stride  that  ever  this  mii^uided 
Kinz  took  towards  his  own  Deftru£tion :  For  if,  on  his 
Uncle  of  Lanca/ln-'s  Death,  he  had  recalled  his  Son  from 
Banifliment,  and  had  reftored  him  to  his  natural  Inhe-  ^ 
ritance  and  Honours,  he  could  have  had  no  Pretence  to 
lay  Claim  to  any  higher  Titles.     Froifart^  the  Hifto* 
rian  of  thefe  Times,  is  entirely  of  this  Opinion  ^ :  Ano-     [  498  ] 
ther  French  Author,  but  of  a  much  later  Date,  fays^ 

*  That  the  King  not  only  confifcated  all  the  Duke  of 

*  Hertford^  £ftate,  but,  by  a  Sentence  as  unjuft  as  his 

*  Banifliment,  made  it  perpetual  *•'  We  doubt  that  our 
lattei*  Frenchman  is  miftaken  in  this,  fince  we  have  not 
met  with  it  on  any  Authority,  either  in  the  Record^, 
or  in  any  Hiftorian  whatfoeven 

It  is  true  that  the  King  and  Committee  above-men- 
tioned were  not  contented  with  what  they  had  done 
againft  the  prefent  Duke  of  Lancafter^  but  the^  pro- 
ceeded moft  feyerclv  a^inft  one  Henry  Botvetty  Clerk  % 
who  had  been  his  solicitor  in  this  Bufmefs.  For,  on 
the  23d  of  Jpril  following,  being  then  afTembled  at 
fyindjor^  he  was  brought  utiovt  them  ;  and  it  being 
fhewn  to  the  King  that  the  faid  Bowett  had  been  the 
Contriver  and  Manager  of  the  Petition  upon  which 
the  Letters  Patent  had  been  granted,  he  was  alfo,  by  the 
faid  Committee,  which  had  the  Authority  of  Parliament, 
adjudged  a  Traitor,  and  fentenced  to  be  hanged,  drawn, 
beheaded,  and  quartered,  and  all  his  Lands  and  Tene- 
ments, Goods  and  Chattels,  to  be  forfeited.  But  the 
King,  becaufe  he  was  his  Chaplain,  pardoned  the  Exe- 
cution of  the  Judgment,  and  granted  him  his  Life,  but 

banifhed 

c  Rot.  Pari.  21  Richard  II.  No.  87,  88. 

^  Frbifart*t  Cbron,  Book  IV.  cap.  ccxxxv* 

*  Rapin,  Folio  Edit.  p.  470. 

f  Afiewards  made  Archbiihop  of  Tork  by  Henrj  IV« 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


|J24  ^e  Parliamtntary  History 

lU  MmhmdU.  banifted  hhn  the  Kingdom  for  ever.  On  the  fame  Daf 
Robift  Plijhingtin^  luught,  tho'  dead  before,  was  ad* 
judged  a  Traitor  for  being  in  the  Adion  with  the  Duke 
diGiouceJler  and  the  twor£arls  aiforeikidy  and  all  his 
CaiUes,  Manors,  L4mds,  ^c.  forfeited  to  the  King. 

And  now  did  the  King  and  the  Committee  of  Parlia* 
noent  go  on  with  unlimited  Power  to  commit  manj 
arbitrary  and  unprecedented  A6ls,  of  which  our  larger 
Hiftorians  take  fufficient  Notice.  But  it  is  fomcwkat 
remarkable,  that  all  the  Blame  is  hud  fiogIy»  by  oftofi  of 
them,  on  the  King  himfelf ;  when  it  is  certain  that  his 
Coadjutors^  the  Deputies  of  Parliament,  ought  to  bear 
(  499  ]  feme  of  the  Scandal ;  iince  they  muO:  have  been  adviilng 
and  conienting  to  thefe  arbitrary  Edids^  and  no  doubt 
had  a  Share  in  the  Plunder  colk^ed  by  them. 

But,  in  order  to  bring  this  unhappy  Monarch  to  his 
Cataftrophe,  and  to  declare  how  far  a  Parliament  of 
England  had  a  Hand  in  it,  it  is  neceiTary  to  mention 
fome  coincident  Circumftances,  in  order  to  clear  it  up 
the  better  to  the  Reader. 

The  new  Duke  of  Lancafter^  who  was  more  irritated 
at  this  laft  Treatment  than  at  his  Banilhment,  was  then 
in  France :  To  him  the  difcontented  Nobility  and  G€n<» 
try  of  f/T^Aini/ applied  thcmfelves,  as  the  only  Man  that, 
by  his  Birth,  Power,  and  Popularity,  could  redreis  their 
Grievances.  The  Duke  received  their  Addrefles  at  £rft 
very  (lightly ;  but,  bein^  fettled  at  laft  in  his  Refolu-* 
tions  by  Tbtmas  Arundelt^  Arcbbilhop  of  Canterbury^ 
then  alfo  banilhed,  who  came  to  him  in  Difguife  for  that 
Purpofe,  he  determined  to  try  his  Fortune  in  England  on 
the  lirft  Opportunity  *». 

It  was  not  long  before  a  very  fair  one  oiFered  ;  for  an 
Account  having  been  brought  to  Court  that  Rigger  Earl 
of  March y  the  King's  Lieutetiant  in  Ireland^  had  been 
there  flain  by  the  Natives,  to  revenge  bis  Death  and 
The  F^ng  goes  fubdue  that  Country  entirely,  the  King  levied  a  con* 
uirtland^  fidefablc  Force,  and  went  over  in  Pcrlon  with  them. 
Towards  which  Expedition  alfo  he  railed  Money  by 
feveral  undue  Ways,  taking  up  Carriages,  ViiStuals,  and 
other  NecefiarictJ  without  paying  for  them  j  by  which, 

and 

m  Fee  the  Speech  tlMt  the  Archhifhop  is  faid  to  have  made  to  the  Duke, 
to  perfuade  him  to  this  lintcrpfucj  in  CciJiers  Ecilcnaf,icai  Vifi^j^ 
Vol,  1.  p.  605. 
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and  many  other  imprudent  and  raih  Pra£tices^  he  made  ^  Rkhatd  lu 
bimfelf  and  Government  very  difagreeable  to  his  People. 

The  new  Duke  of  Lancaflery  taking  Advantage  of  In  whofe  Ah^ 
King  Richard's  Abfencc,  with  Thomas  Arundelt^  ^^^^^oolncal^nL 
bi&op  of  Canterbury y  the  Son  and  Heir  of  the  late  Earl  °„  £»^w/iU 
ai  Arundeky   and  a  fmall  Company  of  others  °,  took  claims  the' 
Shipping  in  France^  and  hovering  a  while  on  the  £«^- Crown. 
lijh  Coaft,  to  fpy  if  there  were  any  ready  to  rcfift  them, 
they,  at  length,  landed  at  Raverjburgy  in  Torkjhire  ••     -  ^ 

At  fifft,  the  Duke  gave  out  that  he  came  only  to  recover  t  S^®  J 
his  own  Inheritance ;  but  finding  himfelf  ibon  joined 
by  Henry  Piercy  Earl  of  Northumberland^  and  Henry^ 
named  Hotfpur^  his  Son,  Ralph  Earl  of  Weftmoreland^ 
and  other  Lords,  and  an  Army  of  6a,ooo  Men,  he  al- 
tered his  Tone,  and  boldly  laid  Claim  to  the  Kingdom* 
With  thefe  Forces  the  Duke  made  a  fpeedy  March  to 
BriftoU  befieged  the  Caftle,  and  took  it ;  in  which  waa' 
the  Earl  of  Wilijhire^  Lord-Trcafurer,  Sir  John  Buffy^ 
and  Sir  Henry  Green  p,  of  the  late  Junfto  of  Parliament ; 
wko>  the  next  Day,  by  the  Clamour  of  the  People,  and 
without  any  further  Procefs,  had  their  Heads  ftruck  oiF. 

The  Duke  of  York^  the  King's  Uncle,  who  was  left 
Guardian  of  the  Realm  in  his  Abfence,  with  feveral 
Bi(hops,  Lords,  and  others,  of  the  King's  Council, 
confiilted  what  to  do  in  this  Exigency,  but  could  come 
to  no  Refolution  about  it.  In  the  mean  Time,  as  foon 
as  the  King  was  informed  in  Ireland oi  the  Duke's  Land- 
ifi^,  he  fecured  his  Sons,  and  the  Sons  of  the  Duke  of 
Glouceftery  who  were  with  him,  in  trim  Caftle,  in  that 
Kingdom.  Then,  with  the  Dukes  of  Albemarle^  Ex^ 
eiery  and  Surrey ^  with  the  Bi(hops  of  London^  Lincoln^  ^u^^s  '^^ 
and  CarliJIey  and  many  others,  he. took  Shipping  with 
all  Speed,  in  order  to  go  over  and  raife  fuch  a  Force  as 
might  hinder  the  Duke's  Progrefs.  But,  on  his  Land- 
ing, when  he  found  how  Matters  went,  and  that  the 
People  and  greater  Part  of  the  Lords  had  forfaken  him, 

and 

n  Not  exceeding  twenty  Lances,  and  his  whole  Retinue  fixty  Pcifons. 
Sir  y*  Hayvoard,  p.  68.  Anonymous  Life  of  Rich.  11.  p.  1 8 1. 

o  Now  called  Spurn-Head^  a  Promontory  on  the  Hcldernefi  Coa/l*  In 
9  Charter  granted  to  one  Mathrw  Danthorp,  a  Frier  Erenvte,  who  had 
built  a  Chapel  there,  and  which  King  Henry  IV.  thought  fit  to  endow, 
with  fome  Sea-Coaft  Revenues,  for  his  happy  Landing  at  that  Place,  it  is 
called  Ravenferefpourne :  More  anticntly,  the  Occiium  PromQntorium  of  the 
Romar.i.     Feed,  Ang,  Tom.  VIU.  p.  89, 

P  See  before,  p.  492,  518, 
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K,  RUbgri  II«  and  were  gone  over  to  Duke  Henryy  he  laid  afide  all 
Thoughts  of  fighting,  and  even  difmifled  his  Fanailj  i 
giving  them  Notice,  by  Sir  Thomas  Piercy^  his  Steward^ 
that  they  might  provide  for  and  referve  themfelves  for 
better  Times.     After  this,   the  King  Ihifted  up  and 
down,  and  was  here  and  there  for  many  Days,  the 
Duke  following  him  with  his  Army ;  untill  at  laft  he 
fixed  at  the  Caiftle  of  Conway^  in  WaUs^  from  whence 
{  501  ]     he  fcnt  to  (peak  with  the  Archbifhop  and  the  Earl  of 
Northumberland^      They  immediately  waited  on   his 
Majefty,  to  whom  he  declared.  That  he  would  quit  its 
Government y  if  he  might  have  his  Life  fecuredy  and  em 
honourahle  Provijion  made  for  himfelfy  and  eight  Perfens 
refign  ti^^Kiog-  '*^^  he  Jhould  name.    This  being  granted  and  confirmed, 
donu  the  King  went  to  Flint  Caftle ;  where,  after  a  fhort  Con- 

ference with  the  Duke  oiLancaJler^  they  mounted  their 
Horfes  together,  and   rode  to  Chejier  that  Night  \  the 
Duke's  numerous  Army  ftill  following '. 
"He  is  committed     ^^  Chefter^  Writs  of  Summons  were  ifTued  out,  in 
Pnfoner  to  the  King  Richard's  Name,  for  a  Parliament  to  meet  on  the 
Tower  tiU  the  Morrow  of  St.  Michael^  or  the  30th  oi  September y  dated 
P^Uament  could  ^^^^  29,  from  CheJler.    In  the  mean  Time,  the  King 
*  was  brought  up  to  London^  and  fecured  in  the  Tower, 

untill  the  Parliament  (hould  iit ;  and  all  the  Inftruments 
of  his  Ceffion,  Refignation,  and  Depofition,  with  the 
Articles  againft  him,  could  be  prepared. 

This  Method  of  Prdccedine,  moft  Authors  have 
agreed,  was  firft  propofed  in  Council  by  the  Duke  of 
Torky  in  order  to  fix  their  intended  Revolution  on  the 
fureft  Foundation.  He  argued,  *  That  King  Richard's 
^  Refignation  would  be  imputed  only  to  Fear,  and  his 

*  Depri- 

I  P.  D^OrUant  fays,  the  Defe£VJon  was  fo  general,  that  even  the  King^s 
favourite  Uttle  Greyhound  left  him  to  fawn  upon  the  Duke  ;  Lon  fm*t7s 
mlhiint  monter  a  Chevaiy  pour  prendre  enfembU  le  Cbemin  dt  Londrts,  um* 
Cbofe  extraordinaire  attira  /es  Teux  &  VjSttention  de  tout  le  Monde,  Le  Roy 
0vott  un  beau  Levrier,  PHifioire  n*a  pas  dedaign^d*en  confervery  le  Komp^mr 
la  rareti  dufait  ;  it  iCappelloit  Math,  v^  etoit  de  ces  Cbtens  qui  we  conmoif* 
fent  &  ne  carejfcnt  que  leur  Maitre,  Ctt  Animal,  qui  avoit  coutume  dt  cber* 
cber  le  Roy  par  mi  cent  autres,  de  le  demeler,  de  s  attacber  a  luy^  m'eut  pm 
plutot  apperceu  le  Duc^  quil  vint  droit  a  luy,  &  luyfr  taat  de  Cartjfex^  qwe 
te  Prince  en  fur  etonn/,  &  demanda  ce  que  celajignifioit^  C'eft  un  Augure 
auffi  heureux  pour  vous,  qu*il  m*cft  funefte,  repondit  le  Roy  s  Ce  Chita 
Tous  carcffe  conmne  Roy  cf  Angleterre,  Sc  m'  abandoone  comme  un  Roy 
depofe.  Le  pronojiique  plut  au  Due.  Jl  carejfa  le  Lfuriery  qui  ombliant  en 
ntte  Oceafion  la  Fidelite  naturelle  aux  Cbiens  pour  prendre  [* ingratitude  da 
Hommes,  ^bandonna  un  Maitre  tkalbeureux,  pour  future  un  Homvte  quH 
wyoit  favorife  de  la  Fortune^    Revolutions  d* /ingUterre,  Tom.  11.  p.  1x8.. 
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^  Deprivation  to  Foice ;  whereof  the  one  is  always  pi-K.  Ritkard  IL 
^  tied  and  the  other  envied.     But,  if  both  concur,  and 

*  his  Defire  to  refign  be  equal  to  his  Merit  of  it,  then, 

*  fays  he,  it  will  appear  that  he  neither  is  expelled  ^is 
<  Kingdom  by  mere  Conftraint,  nor  quitted  it  without 
^  juft  Caufe/     This  Advice  was  unanimoufly  refolved 

upon,  and  gueffing,  rightly,  that  the  unfortunate  King     r  ^^2  J 
would  agree  to  any  Thing  they  would  have  him,  the 
Inftruments  as  aforefaid  were  got  ready  for  the  Pur* 
pofe. 

Notwithftanding  all  their  Care,  Duke  Hinrj  and 
his  Council  were  fomewhat  puzzled  how  to  proceed  in 
this  great  Affair  on  another  Account ;  the  Archbifliop 
of  Canterbury  having  objcfted,  that  the  Moment  Kipg 
Richard's  Renunciation  was  made,  and  his  Ceifion  and 
Depofition  taken,  the  Pailiament  would  be  abfolutely 
difTolved.  Hereupon  it  was  thought  necefTary,  as  foon 
as  the  Parliament  was  met,  to  have  new  Writs  ready 
to  iflue  out  for  calling  another.  Accordingly,  when 
the  aforefaid  Ceremony  was  over,  which  met  with  no 
Oppolition  from  the  unhappy  King,  frefh  Writs  came 
out,  dated  at  Weflminfter^  Siptember  30th,  to  the  Lords» 
and  all  the  Knights,  Citizens,  and  BurgefTes,  through- 
out England^  which  were  made  returnable  in  fix  Days 
Time;  for  they  were  fummoned  to  naeet  at  fFeJimin/lir whkh  is  cailei 
on  the  approaching  Feftival  of  St»  Faith^  the  Virgin,  JJ  Ricbard'% 
which  is  the  fixth  Day  of  OHober  following;  thefe  *°*** 
double  Writs  being  ftill  extant  on  Record  to  prove  it. 
That  thefe  laft  were  the  very  fame  Members  that  came 
on  the  firft  Summons,  though  called  in  Henrys  Name» 
appears  alfo  beyond  Contradidion,  by  the  Writs  for 
their  Wages  or  Expences,  which  Dr.  Brady  has  taken 
Care  to  preferve  ".  By  thefe  it  is  apparent  that  they 
were  dated  November  19,  the  laft  Day  of  the  Parlia- 
ment's fitting,  and  the  Members  were  allowed  their  Ex- 
pences  for  fifty-one  Days,  befides  the  Time  of  their 
coming  and  returning  5  in  which  fifty-one  Days  the 
30th  of  September  muft  be  included,  and  all  tine  reft  be- 
tween the  Feaft  of  St.  Faith^  or  the  fixth  of  OSfober 
following,  to  make  up  the  Number.  This  is  a  Piece  of 
State  Policy  not  thought  proper  to  be  taken  Notice  of 
by  Tyrreli  or  any  of  the  Writers  on  that  Side  of  the 

Q^ie- 
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^  ^it^^  tt.  Queftion,  but  ought  not  to  be  omitted  by  any  impartial 
Hitiorian. 

The  Members  of  both  Houfes  being  come  up,  tbcy 
Itiet  in  a  very  pompous  and  unufual  Manner,  Sept,   30, 
1399,  in  the  Great  Hall  at  IViftminfttr^  which    th« 
unfortunate  King  had  juft  re*edified,  and  was  fump- 
Xs^i  ]     tuoufly  fet  off  on  this  Occafion.     At  the  upper  End  of 
the  Hall  was  placed  a  Royal  Throne,  or  Chair  of  State, 
ifrhich  was  empty,  and  near  it  the  Biflibps  in  Older; 
on  the  other  Side,  fat  the  Lords  Temporal,  and  t^ 
them  the  whole  Body  of  the  Commons.     At  the  Head 
of  the  Lords  fat  the  Duke  of  LancaJleTy  next  him  the 
'    Dulce  of  Torkf  the  Dukes  of  Albemarle^  Surrey^  and 
£xetery  with  the  Marquis  of  Dorfet ;  after  them,  in 
Order,  fat  the  Earls  of  ArundeU^  Norfolk^  Marchy  Staf- 
fordy  Pimbroke^  Salijburyy  and  Devofijhire  \  the  Earls 
of  Northumberland  and  IVeftmoreland  did  not  fit  down^ 
but  went  about,  from  Elace  to  Place,,  as  Occafion  re- 
quired them  ". 

This  Piece  of  new  Pageantry  being  adjufted,  which 
iValfingham  fays  was  abjque  Prafidente  quocunque  **,  a 
Committee  of  Biibops;,  Lords,  and  Commons  was  ap- 
pointed to  go  to  King  Richardy  then  a  Prifoner  in  the 
Tower  of  London^  with  the  Inftruments  of  his  Renun- 
ciation and  Depofilion  ready  drawn  up  for  that  Purpofe. 
But  as  the  Proceedings  of  this  fecond  Parliament,  if 
we  may  fo  call  it,  do,  firicHy  fpeaking,  belong  to  the 
next  Reign,  we  think  this  a  Crifis  very  proper  to  con- 
clude our  Firft  Volume.  The  Charafler  of  this  King 
is  beft  ken  by  Viis  Conduct  in  the  feveral  Stages  of  thefe 
Inquiries ;  and  we  (hall  only  fubjoin  what  two  Writers, 
neither  of  them  Friends  to  the  Prerogative,  have  left 
concerhin^him. 

KIsCiuraacr.       *  This  Prince  never  (hewed  himfelf  more  worthy  to 

*  govern  than  when  he  was  depofed  as  unworthy  of  it : 

*  r  or  thereby  it  appeared  that  his  Regal  State  was  not 

*  fo  dear  to  him  as  a  private  Life ;  which  if  he  had 

*  been  fuffered  to  enjoy  quietly,  perhaps  he  might  have 

*  fini(hed  his  Days  more  happily  than  under  the  Toil 

*  and  Burden  of  a  Crown  p. 

ii  Seowe*t  Chronicle,  p.  323* 

^  Hifi.  Ang,  ^.  'i^i). 

f  Mr.  Tjrrel  in  his  Hifiory  ofEfilaiM^ 
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*  It  is  obfcrvablc  that  in  the  two  grcateft  Exigencies'^  ^i^tard  lU 

*  of  this  Prince's  Life  he  appeared  diiFering  from  himfelfi 

*  one  in  the  Refignation  of  his  Crown,  the  other  in  the 

*  Lofs  of  his  Life.    The  firft  he  did  with  a  fteady  Calm- 

*  nefs,  almoft  above  the  Temper  of  a  Man  j  the  laft     r  .^ ,  n 

*  with  a  Courage  equal  to  the  braveft.     In  fmaller  Con- 

*  cerns  he  feemed  unfteady  and  amazed ;  in  thefe  great 

*  ones,  firm  and  unconcerned  :  But  in  thefe  Extremities 

*  he  was  not  clogged  with  thofe  Favourites  and  Minifters 
*•  that  influenced  him  with  their  Weaknefs,  and  ihook 

*  his  Mind  with  their  Indire£biefs ;  making  not  only 

*  their  Caufe  to  be  his,  but  his  Natuit  theirs :  This 
^  feemed  juftiiied  by  his  Behaviour  in   thefe  laft  and 

*  greateft  Extremities  •,  when,  a^ing  wholly  for  himfelf, 

*  he  intitled  himfelf  at  laft  to  his  Grandfather's  and  Fa- 

*  ther's  Courage  and  Virtue  ;  whit  they  never  gave  him 

*  Leave  to  appear  when  Living  *>/ 

TAXES  in  this  King's  Tifhe. 
T  N  his  firft  Year  he  had  two  Fifteenths  without  Cities 
I  a'nd  Boroughs,  and  two  Tenths  within  Cities  and 
Boroughs  for  two  Years  granted  him ;  and  in  the  fame 
Year  a  Poll-Tax  Was  granted  for  the  War  againft 
France  '• 

The  next  Year  the  former  Subfidy  of  Wooll,  Leather^ 
and  Wooll  fells,  was  granted  for  three  Years ;  alfo  6d. 
in  the  Pound  on  all  Merchandize  imported  and  exported 
for  one  Year. 

In  his  third  Year  the  Parliament  granted  to  the  King 
bne  Fifteenth  and  a  Half,  without  the  Cities  and  fid- 
roughs,  and  one  Tenth  and  a  Half  within  thqfe  Places  5 
and  the  Subfidies  on  Wooll,  Leather,  and  WooU-fells^ 
for  one  Year  more. 

In  his  fourth  Year  there  was  a  Capltatiori-Tax  of 
three  Groats  of  every  Perfon  of  the  Kingdom,  Male  or 
r  emale,  of  the  Age  of  fixteen  Years,  of  what  State  and 
Condition  foever,  except  Beggars.  This  was  granted 
for  the  Expedition  into  Brittany  ^  ;  but  occafioned  an 
InfurreSion  under  ff^at  Tyler  and  Jack  Straw,  Thejr 
alfo  renewed  the  old  Subfidy  on  Wooll,  tff. 

Vol.  L  LI  In 

<!  Reflections  upon  the  ReigAs  of  Edward  11.  and  HUhard  11.  by  the 
ticno\xr3ih\t%\r  Robert  Howard*     O^avo,  London  1690^  p.  172. 
^  Ret.  Pari,  in  hot  Anno, 
9  llQllifigJbead,  Pciydare  Vergil, 
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.  K.  Richard  II.       In  his  fixth  Year  the  former  Subfidy  on  Wooll  zni 
Leather  was  farther  continued  for  four  Years,  for  the 
[  5^5  ]      Affiftance  of  the  i'^r/w^w^z/;  and  the  fame  Year  a  Tenth 
and  a  Fifteenth  was  granted  for  the  War  with  France. 

In  his  feventh  Year  there  was  granted  Two  Half- 
Fifteenths,  with  Tonnage  and  Poundage  as  before,  for 
the  War.  The  fame  Year  the  Parliament  gave  the 
King  the  Moiety  of  a  Tenth  and  a  Fifteenth  againft  Scot' 
land  and  France ;  and  afterwards,  for  the  fame  Purpofe, 
two  Fifteenths.  • 

In  his  ninth  Year  there  was  granted  for  the  Duke  of 
Lancajier's  Voyage  into  Spain^  for  the  Safe- keeping  of 
the  Sea  and  Marches  of  Scotland^  a  full  Tenth^and  Fif- 
teenth, and  Half  a  Tenth  and  Fifteenth.  The  Clergy 
gave  a  Tenth  :  Alfo  the  Laity  granted  of  every  Sack  rf 
vVooIl  2/.  2  5.  4,d.  of  Natives;  of  Aliens,  2/.  6  s.  8d. 
and  ofWoolIfeils  and  Leather  according  to  the  old 
Rate. 

In  his  tenth  Year  the  Parliament  granted  Half  a 
Tenth  in  Spirituals,  and  Half  a  Fifteenth  on  all  Tem- 
f  orals.  They  likewife  gave  him  of  every  Ton  of  Wine 
imported  or  exported  jx.  and  12  d.  on  every  Pound  of 
Merchandize. 

In  his  ^eleventh  Year  there  was  granted  Half  a  Tenth 
and  Half  a  Fifteenth  ;  ancl  alfo  a  Subfidy  upon  Leather, 
Wooll,  and  Wooll- fells,  with  Tonnage  and  Poundage 
as  ufual. 

In  his  twelfth  Year  there  was  granted  to  the  King 
Half  a  Tenth  from  the  Clergy,"  and  Half  a  Fifteenth 
from  the  Laity,  in  order  to  carry  on  the  War  againft* 
Scot/and  for  the  next  Year. 

In  his  thirteenth  Year  there  was  a  Subfidy  granted  of 
33  J.  4^.  on  every  Sack  of  Wooll  exported,  of  Natives ; 
36  s,  &d,  of  Strangers ;  of  every  Laft  of  Leather,  five 
Marks  from  the  former,  and  half  a  Mark  more  of  the 
latter.  Wooll-fells,  <ifc.  240  were  taxed  the  fame  as 
Wooll.  Wine  per  Ton  3  j.  and  6^/.  a  Pound  on  dry 
Goods. 

In  his  fourteenth  Year  the  Parliament  granted  to  the 
King,  on  every  Sack  of  Wooll,  43  j.  4//.  for  Denizens; 
for  Aliens,  46/.  8^.  on  every  Lafi  of  Leather,  fix  Marks 
for  Denizens,  and  feven  Marks  for  Aliens ;  on  every 
240  Wooll-felis,  ^c.   43  X.  4</.  for  Denizens,    and 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


of   ENGLAND.  ^31 

461.  T  d.  for  Aliens;  Wine  the  fame  as  before;  hvLiVi.  Richard lu 
Merchandize  i7,d,  />^r  Pound. 

In  his  fifteenth  Year  the  Lords  and  Commons  granted 
to  the  King  Half  a  Tenth  and  Half  a  Fifteenth,  with 
one  o^her  whole  Tenth,  as  it  is  call'd,  and  one  Fifteenth; 
conditionally.  That  if  the  King  went  not  perfonally 
into  France  or  Scotland  againft  his  Enemies,  or  that 
Peace  was  made,  then  the  faid  Subfidies  fliould  remain  [  506  ] 
to  be  employed  upon  the  fole  Defence  of  the  Realm. 

In  his  fixteenih  Year  they  gave  the  fame  Subfidy  as 
was  granted  in  the  eleventh  Year  of  his  Reign,  for  three 
Years,  together  with  Half  a  Tenth  and  Half  a  Fifteenth. 

In  his  feventeenth  Year  the  Commons  granted  the 
King,  for  three  Years,  a  Subfidy  upon  Wool!,  Wooll- 
fells,  ^c,  3x.  upon  every  Ton  of  Wine,  and  iid,  upon 
every  Pound  of  Merchandize,  as  in  the  eleventh  Year  of 
his  Reign  ;  fo  as  this  Money  fliould  only  be  employed 
for  the  Defence  of  the  Realm. 

The  Clergy  granted  alfo  a  full  Teritb,  if  the  King 
went  crver  ;  otherwife  only  Half  a  Tenth. 

In  his  eighteenth  Year  the  Clergy  gave  a  Tenth,  and 
the  Commons  a  Fifteenth.  - 

In  his  twentieth  Year  the  Parliament  granted  I2^/.  in 
the  Pound  of  all  Merchandize  imported,  and  3/.  per 
Pound  on  every  Ton  of  Wine  for  three  Years  to  come. 

The  Clergy  al(b  gave  Half  a  Tenth  on  their  Tem- 
poralittes. 

And  in  his  twenty-firft  Year  the  King  had  granted 
him  the  Subfi4y  on  Wooll,  Leather,  and  Wooll-fells 
for  his  Life  ;  whh  one  whole  Tenth  and  Fifteenth, 
and  Half  a  Tenth  and  Fifteenth.  But  this  extravagant 
Grant  was  made  one  of  the  Articles  againft  this  un- 
happy Prince  in  the  fucceeding  Reign  •*. 

Towards  forming  fome  Notion  f>i  the  Value  of  thefc 
Taxes,  take  the  following  Account  of 

The  Price  of  Provisions  in  this  Reign. 

In  the  Year  1379  Wheat  was  fold  for  4  j.  a  Quarter; 
White  Wine  bd,  a  Gallon,  and  Red  4^/.  *  The  low 
Price  of  Corn,  at  this  Time,  was  pleaded  by  the  Com* 
nions  againft  granting  a  Supply  J". 

In 

■  Sec  Vol.  II.  p.  10 t  StQiveU  Chromcle. y  Hid. 
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K.  RicbMrdlU       In  1382  Wine  fold  for  4/.  a  Ton. 

In    1387    Barley   was  fold   at  Leicejler^  for  7.5,  i 
Quarter,  and  Wheat  for  2  J.  Peafe  i  s,  Siligo,  a  Kind 
of  Baftard  Wheat,   is. 
f  -Q^  •]  In  1390  Wheat  fold  at  the  fame  Town  for  16/.  8/. 

for  1 4 J.  and  135.  4^.  a  Quarter;  Wooll,  on  account 
of  a  Law  again^  the  Exportation  of  it,  fold  for  3/.  fior 
2  J.  and  even  for  20  d.  a  Stone. 

*  Htnrj  KftygBtd/it 


f/je  END  of  the  First  Volume/ 
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